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PREFACE 

This  Ancient  History  needs,  I  trust,  no  extended  introduction.  In 
its  preparation  due  regard  lias  been  paid  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  of  Seven  and  the  Committee  of  Five,  to  the  requirements  of 
the  College  Entrance  Examination  Board,  and  to  the  opinions  of  prac- 
ticed teachers  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  The  pedagogical  appa- 
ratus supplied  may  be  used  in  a  variety  of  ways.  It  is  sufficient  here  to 
point  out  that  the  references  preceding  each  chapter  have  been  chosen 
with  a  view  to  their  use  by  the  pupil  as  subjects  for  reports  and  essays, 
that  the  studies  following  each  chapter  are  based  On  the  text  and  are 
intended  to  furnish  material  for  stimulating  discussions  in  the  class- 
room, and  that  the  maps  and  illustrations  form  an  integral  part  of  the 
text  for  purposes  of  study  and  recitation.  It  has  seemed  wise,  from 
both  an  educational  and  a  historical  standpoint,  to  treat  the  geography 
of  the  Mediterranean  world  as  a  unit  (chapter  iv),  and  to  set  forth  in 
two  final  chapters,  similarly  unified,  the  private  antiquities  and  art  of 
the  classical  peoples.  Teachers  who  prefer  the  traditional  order  may 
easily  separate  the  sections  dealing  with  Greece  from  those  dealing  with 
Rome,  and  treat  them  separately. 

The  index  gives  the  pronunciation  of  all  proper  names,  frequently  by 
means  of  phonetic  fespelling,  in  other  cases  by  division  into  syllables 
and  accentuation.  The  diacritical  marks  employed  are  those  found  in 
Webster's  New  International  Dictionary ;  to  the  publishers  of  that  dic- 
tionary, the  G.  and  C.  Merriam  Company,  I  wish  to  express  my  appre- 
ciation of  the  courtesy  in  permitting  me  to  make  full  use  of  their  system 
of  signs. 

A  volume  of  Readings  in  Ancient  History^  which  aims  to  provide  a 
wide  range  of  illustrative  matter,  chiefly  on  classical  history,  literature, 
and  life,  is  published  simultaneously  with  the  present  work. 

This  book  owes  much  to  many  helpers.  Large  parts  of  it  in  manu- 
script have  been  read  by  Professor  Henry  E.  Bourne,  of  Western 
Reserve  University,  Professor  Henry  Johnson,  Teachers  College, 
Columbia  University,  Mr.  R.  Eston  Phyfe,  of  the  Hartford  High 
School,  the  late  Mr.  Albert  Perry  Walker,  of  the  Giris'  High  School, 
Boston,  and  Miss  Mary  Tremain,  Instructor  in  History  in  the  Lincoln 
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(Nebraska)  High  School.  The  author  feels  greatly  indebted  to  them 
for  wholesome  criticisms  and  profitable  suggestions.  Such  a  service 
may  be  acknowledged,  but  not  requited,  by  any  imperfect  expression  of 
gratitude.  Various  chapters  have  also  been  examined  by  Miss  Julia 
Wort,  of  the  Lincoln  High  School,  Miss  Amanda  Sundean,  of  the  West 
High  School,  Minneapolis,  and  Miss  Mabel  Chesley,  of  the  Erasmus  Hall 
High  School,  Brooklyn.  Dr.  R.  V.  D.  Magoffin,  Associate  in  Greek 
and  Roman  History,  Johns  Hopkins  University,  has  given  to  the  entire 
work,  both  in  manuscript  and  in  the  proofs,  the  benefit  of  his  scholar- 
•bip  and  taste.  It  is  a  pleasure,  finally,  to  refer  to  the  scrupulous  care 
with  which  the  publishers  have  followed  the  making  of  the  book,  from 
beginning  to  end.  Whatever  merits  this  Ancient  History  may  have, 
belong,  at  least  in  part,  to  others.  For  its  demerits  I  must  myself 
assume  responsibility. 


HUTTON   WEBSTER. 


Lincoln,  Nebraska, 
March,  191 3. 
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All  serious  students  of  history  should  have  access  to  the  Ameri- 
can Historical  Review  (N.  Y.,  1895  to  date,  quarterly,  $4.00  a  year). 
This  journal,  the  organ  of  the  American  Historical  Asso- 
ciation, contains  articles  by  scholars,  critical  reviews  of  all 
important  works,  and  notes  and  news.  The  History  Teachers*  Maga- 
zine is  edited  under  the  supervision  of  a  committee  of  the  American 
Historical  Association  (Philadelphia,  1909  to  date,  monthly,  $2.00  a 
year). 

The  following  reports  are  indispensable : 

The  Study  of  History  in  Schools.     Report  to  the  American  Historical  Asso- 
ciation by  the  Committee  of  Seven  (N.  Y.,  1899,  Macmillan. 
Works  on  ^q  cents). 

the  Teach.       y,^  ^^^  ^y  ffi^^^^y  ,-^  Secondary  Schools,     Report  to   the 
**  American  Historical  Association  by  a  Committee  of  Five 

(N.  Y.,  191 1,  Macmillan,  25  cents). 
Historical  Sources  in  Schools,    Report  to  the  New  England  History  Teachers' 

Association  by  a  Select  Committee  (N.  Y.,  1902,  Macmillan,  60  cents). 
A  History  Syllabus  for  Secondary  Schools,  Report  by  a  Special  Committee 
of  the  New  England  History  Teachers'  Association  (Boston,  1904,  Heath, 
^1.20  ;  the  Syllabus  of  Ancient  History,  separately,  paper,  15  cents). 
A  Bibliography  of  History  for  Schools  and  Libraries.  Published  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Association  of  History  Teachers  of  the  Middle  States  and 
Maryland  (N.  Y.,  19x0,  Longmans,  Green  and  Co.,  60  cents). 

Of  the  various  dictionaries  of  classical  antiquities  perhaps  the  most 
useful  is  H.  T.  Peck,  Harper^s  Dictionary  of  Classical  Literature  and 
Antiquities  (N.  Y.,    1897,  American  Book  Co.,  $6.00). 
H  f!!**'  1      C^™bridge  University,  England,  has  published  A  Com- 
pedlas  f  anion  to  Greek  Studies,  edited  by  L.  Whibley  (2d  ed., 

N.  Y.,  1906,  Putnam,  $6.00),  and  A  Companion  to  Latin 
Studies^  edited  by  J.  E.  Sandys  (N.  Y.,  191 1,  Putnam,  $6.00).  These 
two  volumes  treat  every  phase  of  classical  life  in  separate  essays  by  dis- 
tinguished scholars. 
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An  admirable  collection  of  maps  for  school  use  is  W.  R.  Shepherd, 
Historical  Atlas  (N.  Y.,  191 1,  Holt,  $2.50),  with  about  sixty  maps  cov- 
ering ancient  history.  The  latest  and  one  of  the  best  of 
the  classical  atlases  is  Murray s  Small  Classical  Atlas^ 
edited  by  G.  B.  Grundy  (N.  Y.,  1904,  Oxford  University  Press,  Ameri- 
can Branch,  $1.35).  A  special  feature  of  this  work  is  the  adoption  of 
the  system  of  colored  contours  to  indicate  configuration. 

Wall  maps  are  essential  for  the  teaching  of  ancient  geography  and 
history.  The  most  satisfactory  are  Kiepert^s  JV^ew  Wall  Maps  of  An- 
cient History  (Chicago,  Rand,  McNally  and  Co.)  and 

*~J~*J*  Johnston^s  Classical  Series  (Chicago,  A.  J.  Nystrom  and 
Co.).  The  maps  may  be  obtained  singly,  mounted  on 
common  rollers,  or  by  sets  in  a  case  with  spring  rollers.  The  text  is  in 
Latin.  The  school  should  also  possess  good  physical  wall  maps  such 
as  the  Sydow-Habenicht  or  the  Kiepert  series,  both  to  be  obtained 
from  Rand,  McNally  and  Co.  The  text  is  in  German.  The  only 
large  charts  available  are  those  prepared  by  MacCoun  for  his  Historical 
Geography  Charts  of  Europe,  The  first  section  is  entitled  "  Ancient 
and  Classic  Periods  ^^  and  is  sold  separately  (N.  Y.,  1894,  Silver,  Bur- 
dett  and  Co.,  $12.50).  A  helpful  series  oi  BUickboard  Outline  Maps  is 
issued  by  J.  L.  Engle,  Beaver,  Penn.  These  are  wall  maps,  printed 
wi^  paint  on  blackboard  cloth,  for  use  with  an  ordinary  crayon. 

The  ''  Studies  ^  following  each  chapter  of  this  book  include  various 
exercises  for  which  small  outline  maps  are  required.    Such 
Ootline  maps  are  sold  by  D.  C.  Heath«and  Co.,  Boston,  New  York, 

Chicago. 

The  best  photographs  of  ancient  works  of  art  must  usually  be  obtained 
from  the  foreign  publishers  in  Naples,  Florence,  Rome,  Munich,  Paris, 
Athens,  and  London,  or  from  their  American  agents.  Such 
uinstn-  photographs,  in  the  usual  size,  8  x  10  inches,  sell  un- 
mounted, at  from  6  to  8  francs-  a  dozen.  All  dealers  in 
lantern  slides  issue  descriptive  catalogues  of  a  great  variety  of  archaeo- 
logical subjects.  In  addition  to  photographs  and  lantern  slides,  a  col- 
lection of  stereoscopic  views  is  very  helpful  in  giving  vividness  and 
interest  to  instruction  in  ancient  history.  An  admirable  series  of  pho- 
tographs for  the  stereoscope,  including  Egypt,  Palestine,  Greece,  and 
Italy,  is  issued  by  Underwood  and  Underwood,  New  York  City.  The 
same  firm  supplies  convenient  maps  and  handbooks  for  use  in  this  con- 
nection. A  pamphlet  by  Professor  P^rcy  Gardner,  Classical  Arche^ 
ologyin  Schools  (N.  Y.,  1905,  Oxford  University  Press,  American  Branch, 
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30  cents)  is  a  valuable  guide  to  archeological  books  and  apparatus. 
The  Catalogue  of  the  Collection  of  Historical  MateritU  at  Simmons  Col- 
legey  prepared  by  the  New  England  History  Teachers*  Association  (2d 
ed.y  Boston,  1912,  Houghton  Mifflin  Co.,  25  centsX  contains  an  exten- 
sive list  of  pictures,  slides,  models,  and  other  aids  to  history  teaching. 
Among  the  more  useful  collections  in  book  form  of  photographic 
reproductions  are  the  following : 

FurtwXngler,  Adolf.  Masterpieces  of  Greek  Sculpture  (N.  Y.,  1895,  Scrib- 
ner,  1 1 5.00). 

Hill,  G.  F.    Illustrations  of  School  Classics  (N.  Y.,  1903,  Macmillan,  ^2.50). 

Rheinhard,  Hermann.  Album  des  klassischen  Altertums  (Stuttgart,  1882, 
HofTman,  18  marks).     72  pictures  in  colors. 

Rouse,  W.  H.  D.  Atlas  of  Classical  Portraits,  Greek  Section,  Roman  See* 
tion  (London,  1898,  Dent,  2  vols.,  each  \s,  6^.).  Small,  half-tone  engrav- 
ings, accompanied  by  brief  biographies. 

Schreiber,  Theodor.  Atlas  of  Classical  Antiquities  (N,  Y.,  1895,  M*^- 
millan,  ^.50). 

Some  elaborate  and  costly  volumes,  especially  valuable  for  their  illus- 
trations, are : 

Anderson,  W.  J.,  and  Spiers,  R.  P.  The  Architecture  of  Greece  and  Rome 
(2d  ed,,  N.  Y.,  1908,  Scribner,  $7.50). 

Ball,  C  J.    Light  from  the  East  (Ix^ndon,  1899,  Eyre  and  Spottiswoode,  15  J.). 

Dennie,  John.  Rome  of  To-Day  and  Yesterday  :  the  Pagan  City  (5th  ed., 
N.  Y.,  1909,  Putnam,  $3.50). 

Erman,  Adolf.    Life  in  Ancient  Egypt  (N.  Y.,  1894,  Macmillan,  |6.oo). 

Gardner,  E.  A.     Ancient  Athens  (N.Y.,  1902,  Macmillan,  ^3.50). 

Handcock,P.  S.  p.     Mesopotamian  Archeology  (N.Y.,  191 2,  Putnam,  ^3.50). 

Lanciani,  Rudolfo.  The  Ruins  and  Excavations  of  Ancient  Rome  (Bos- 
ton, 1898,  Houghton  Mifflin  Co.,  $4.00). 

Mau,  AUGUsrr.  Pompeii  :  its  Life  and  Art,  translated  by  F.  W.  Kelscy  (N.  Y., 
1899,  Macmillan,  ^2.50). 

Stobart,  J.  C  The  Glory  that  was  Greece ;  a  Survey  of  Hellenic  Culture 
and  Civilisation  (Philadelphia,  1911,  Lippincott,  ^7.50). 

.     The  Grandeur  that  was  Rome;  a  Survey  of  Roman  Culture  and 

Civilization  (Philadelphia,  191 2,  Lippincott,  ^7.50). 

Walters,  H.  B.     The  Art  of  the  Greeks  (N.  Y.,  1900,  Macmillan,  |6.oo). 

.     The  Art  of  the  Romans  (N.  Y.,  19U,  Macmillan,  $5.00). 

To  vitalize  the  study  of  ancient  geography  and  history  there  is 

nothing  better  than  much  reading  of  modern  books  of 

Works  of        travel  in  Oriental  and  classical  lands.     Among  these  may 
Travel.  ,  ^'       a 

be  mentioned : 
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Alunson,  F.  G.,  and  Allinson,  Anne.     Greek  Lands  and  Letters  (Boston, 

1909,  Hooghton  Mifflin  Co.,  ^2.50).    An  entertaining  work  of  mingled 

history  and  geography. 
Barrows,  S.  J.     The  Isles  and  Shrines  of  Greece   (Boston,   1898,  Little, 

Brown  and  Co.,  ^2j0o). 
DDnning,  H.  W.     To-day  on  Vie  Nile  (N.  Y,,  1905,  Pott,  ^2.50}. 

.     To-day  in  Palestine  (N.  Y.,  1907,  Pott,  ^2.50). 

Edwards,  Aukua  B.    A  Thousand  Miles  up  the  Nile.     (2d  ed.,  N.  Y.,  1888, 

Datton,  I2.50). 
FoRMAN,  H.J.       The  Ideal  Italian  Tour  (Boston,  191 1,  Houghton  Mifflin 

Co.,  ^1.50).    A  brief  and  attractive  volume  covering  all  Italy* 
Jackson,  A.  V.  W.    Persia,  Past  and  Present  (N.  Y.,  1906,  Macmillan,  f4.c»). 
Marden,  p.  S.     Greece  and  the  yEgean  Islands  (Boston,  1907,  Houghton 

Mifflin  Co.,  I3.00). 
Paton,  W.  A.     Picturesque  Sicily  (2d  ed.,  N.  Y.,  1902,  Harper,  $2. 50). 
Richardson,  R.  B.     Vacation  Days  in  Greece  (N.  Y.,  1903,  Scribner,  $2.00). 

The  following  works  of  historical  fiction  are  only  a  selection  from  a 
very  extensive  list.    For  additional  books  see  in  particular,  £.  A.  Baker, 

History  in  Fiction :  An  Annotated  Guide  to  the  Best  Hts^ 
pIZh"  torical  Romances y  Novels^  and  Tales  (N.  Y.,  1906,  Dutton, 

2  vols.,  each  75  cents).  In  this  compilation  the  titles  are 
arranged  by  periods  with  complete  data  (including  publisher  and  price) 
regarding  each,  and  are  accompanied  by  annotations.  A  less  compre- 
hensive but  well-selected  bibliography  is  Jonathan  Nield,  A  Guide  to 
the  Best  Historical  Novels  and  Tales  (3d  ed.,  N.  Y.,  1904,  Putnam 
$1.75).  An  excellent  list  of  historical  stories  especially  designed  for 
children  will  be  found  in  the  Bibliography  of  History  for  Schools  and 
Librariesy  parts  viii-ix. 

Baring-Gould,  Sabine.    Doniitia  (N.  Y.,  1898,  Stokes,  I1.50).    Reign  of 

Domitian. 
Bulwer-Lytton,  Edward.     The  Last  Days  of  Pompeii  (Boston,  1834,  Little, 

Brown  and  Co.,  $1.25). 
Champney,  Elizabeth  W.     The  Romance  of  Imperial  Rome  (N.  Y.,  19 10 

Putnam,  I3.50). 
Church,  A.  J.     The  FaU  of  Athens  (London,  1894,  Seeley,  55.). 

.     The  Burning  of  Rome  (N.  Y.,  1892,  Macmillan,  |i.oo). 

.     Roman  Life  in  the  Days  of  Cicero  (N.  Y.,  1883,  Macmillan,  50 

cents). 
Cox,  G.  W.     Tales  of  Ancient  Greece  (Chicago,  1868,  McClurg,  li.oo). 
Dahn,  Feux.    Felicitas  (Chicago,  1883,  McQurg,  75  cento).    Rome,  476  A.D. 
Davis,  W.  S.    A  Victor  of  Salamis  (N.  Y.,  1907,  Macmillan,  I1.50). 
,    A  Friend  of  Casar  (N.  Y.,  1900,  Macmillan,  I1.50). 
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Ebers,  Georg.     Uarda  (N.  Y.,  1877,  Appleton,  2  vols.,  I1.50).    Egypt,  14th 

century  B.a 
An  Egyptian  Princess  (N.  Y.,  1879,  Appleton,  2  vols.,  I1.50). 

Egypt,  6th  century  B.C. 
Farkar,  F.  W.    Darkness  and  Dawn  (N.  Y.,  1892,  Longmans,  Green  and 

G).,  $2.00).    Christianity  in  the  reign  of  Nero. 
Graham,  J.  W.    Netera  (London,  1887,  Macmillan,  dr.)«     Reign  of  Tiberius. 
Hall,  H.  R.    Days  before  History  (N.  Y.,  1907,  Crowell,  50  cents). 
Hawthorne,  Nathaniel.    A  Wonder-Book  (Boston,  1851,  Houghton  Mif- 
flin Co.,  |i. 25). 

.     Tangiewood  Tales  (Boston,  1853,  Houghton  Mifflin  Co.,  I1.25). 

Jaues,  G.  R.  p.    Atiiia  (N.  Y.,  1837,  button,  I1.25). 

Kingsley,  Charles.     The  Heroes  (N.  Y.,  1856,  Macmillan,  50  cents). 

.    Hypatia  (N.  Y.,  1853,  Macmillan,  ^1.25).    Alexandria,  391  a.d. 

Kipling,  Rudyard.    Puck  ofPooJ^s  Hill  (N.  Y.,  1906,  Doubleday,  Page  and 

Co.,  #1.50).    Roman  occupation  of  Britain. 
Lamb,  Charles.    Adventures  of  Ulysses  (Boston,  1908,  Heath,  25  cents). 
London,  Jack.     Before  Adam  (N.  Y.,  1907,  Macmillan,  #1.50).     Prehistoric 

•  life. 
Lovell,  Isabel.     Stories  in  Stone  from  the  Roman  Forum  (2d  ed.,  N.  Y., 

1906,  Macmillan,  50  cents). 
Newman,  }.  H.     Callista  (N.  Y.,  1856,  Longmans,  Green  and  Co.,  ^1.25). 

Persecution  of  Christians  in  North  Africa,  250  a.d. 
Osborne,  Duffield.     The  Lion^s  Brood  (N.  Y.,  1901,  Doubleday,  Page  and 

Co.,  $1.50).    Second  Punic  War. 
Ragozin,  ZenaYde  A.     Salammho^  the  Maid  of  Cartha^  (N.  Y.,  1900,  Put- 
nam, I1.50). 
SlENKlEWicz,  Henryk.     Quo  Vadis  (Boston,  1896,  Little,  Brown  and  Co., 

^2.00).     Reign  of  Nero. 
Wallace,  Lew.    Ben-Hur  ;  a  Tale  of  the  Christ  (S,Y.,  1880,  Harper,  1 1. 50). 
Ware,  Wiluam.     Zenobia;  or  the  Fall  of  Palmyra  (Boston,  1837,  Dan*> 

Estes  and  Co.,  #1.50). 
Waterloo,  Stanley.     The  Story  of  Ab  (2d  ed.,  N.  Y.,  1905,  Doubleday, 

Page  and  Co.,  1 1.50).     Prehistoric  life. 
Wiseman,  N.  P.  S.      Fabiola;  or  the  Church  of  the  Catacombs  (N.  Y.,  1855, 

Benziger,  90  cents). 

The  most  of  the  classical  historians  are  now  accessible  in  English 
translations.     It  is  highly  desirable  that  the  school  library  should  in- 
clude the  complete  works  of  such  writers  as  Appian,  Arrian, 
Caesar,  Herodotus,  Livy,  Plutarch,  Sallust,  Tacitus,  Thu- 
cydides,  and  Xenophon.     Full  information  regarding  the  best  transla- 
tions of  these  and  of  other  ancient  authors  is  accessible  in  one  of  the 
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Reports  previously  cited  —  Historical  Sources  in  Schools,  part  ii.  The 
use  of  the  following  collections  of  extracts  from  the  sources  ought  to  go 
£ur  toward  remed3dng  the  lack  of  library  facilities : 

Davis,  W.  S.     Headings  in  Ancient  History  (Boston,  191 2,  Alljni  and  Bacon, 

2  vols.,  $2. 00). 
Fling,  F.  M.    A  Source  Book  of  Greek  History  (Boston,  1907,  Heath,  ^1.00). 
Laing,  G.  J.    Masterpieces  of  Latin  Literature  (Boston,  1903,  Houghton 

Mifflin  Co.,  |i.oo). 
MuNRO,  D.  C.   A  Source  Book  of  Roman  History  (Boston,  1904,  Heath,  |i  .00) . 
Webster,  Hutton.    Readings  in  Ancient  History  (Boston,   1913,  Heath, 

I1.00) . 
Wright,  J.  H.     Masterpieces  of  Greek  Literature  (Boston,  1902,  Houghton 

Mifflin  Co.,  $ijoo). 

Comprehensive  treatises  on  Oriental  history  by  Duncker  and  Mas- 
pero ;  on  Greek  history  by  Grote,  Curtius,  Holm,  Duruy,  Abbott,  and 
Bury ;  and  on  Roman  history  by  Mommsen,  Ihne,  Heit- 
™~|^  land,  Ferrero,  Merivale,  and  Gibbon,  are  critically  esti- 

mated in  the  Bibliography  of  History  for  Schools  and  U- 
hrariesy  part  iii,  and  in  the  History  Syllabus  for  Secondary  Schools^ 
pp.  46-58.  Many  other  works  indispensable  to  the  teacher  and  ad- 
vanced student  are  noticed  in  these  helpful  bibliographies.  The  fol- 
lowing list  of  titles  is  confined  to  some  of  the  more  accessible  and 
inexpensive  books  which  in  style  and  choice  of  subject  matter  more 
nearly  meet  the  needs  of  beginners  in  ancient  history.  The  prices 
quoted  are  in  many  instances  subject  to  a  discount ;  and  the  total  cost 
of  these  fifty  odd  volumes  should  not  exceed  as  many  dollars. 

Abbott,  Evelyn.     Pericles^  and  the  Golden  Age  of  Athens  (N.Y.,  1891, 

Putnam,  ^1.50).    "  Heroes  of  the  Nations  "  series. 
Baikie,  James.    The  Sea-Kings  of  Crete  (2d  ed.,  N.  Y.,  191 2,  Macmillan,  I2). 

A  clear  and  vivid  summary  of  Cretan  archaeology. 
Bailey,  Cyril.     The  Religion  of  Ancient  Rome  (Chicago,  1907,  Open  Court 

Publishing  Co.,  40  cents).    The  best  brief  treatment  of  the  subject. 
Church,  A.  J.,  and  Oilman,  Arthur.     The  Story  of  Carthage  (N.  Y.,  1886, 

Putnam,  #1.50). 
Clodd,  Edward.     The  Story  of  Primitive  Man  (N.  Y.,  1895,  Appleton,  35 

cents).     Generally  accurate,  and  always  interesting. 
Cox,  G.  W.    Lives  of  Greek  Statesmen  (N.  Y.,  1885-1886,  2  vols.,  Harper, 

$1.50).    A  biographical  presentation  of  Greek  history. 
Creasy,  E.  S.     The  Fifteen  Decisive  Battles  of  the  World  from  Marathon  to 

Waterloo  (N.  Y.,  1854,  Dutton,  35  cents). 


xxvi  Suggestions  for  Further  Study 

Davis,  H.  W.  C.  CharUmagm,  the  Hero  of  Two  Nations  (N.  Y.,  1899,  Put- 
nam,  #1.50).     **  Heroes  of  the  Nations  "  series. 

Davis,  W.  S.  The  Influence  of  Wealth  in  Imperial  Rome  (N.  Y.,  1910,  Mac- 
millan,  ^2.00).    An  interesting  treatment  of  an  important  theme. 

Edwards,  Ameua  B.  Pharaohs,  Fellahs,  and  Explorers  (N.  Y.,  1 881,  Har* 
per,  I2.50). 

Emerton,  Efhraim.  An  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  the  Middle  Ages  (Bos- 
ton, 1888,  Ginn,  ^i.io).  The  most  satisfactoiy  short  account,  and  of 
special  value  to  beginners. 

Firth,  J.  B.  Augustus  Casar  and  the  Organisation  of  the  Empire  of  Rome 
(N.  Y.,  1902,  Putnam,  I1.50).     «  Heroes  of  the  Nations"  series. 

.     Constantine  the  Great,  and  the  Reorganization  of  the  Empire  of 

Rome  (N.  Y.,  1905,  Putnam,  I1.50).    "  Heroes  of  the  Nations ''  series. 

Fowler,  W.  W.  The  City  State  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans  (N.  Y.  1893, 
Macmillan,  ^1.00).  The  only  constitutional  history  of  the  classical  peo- 
ples intelligible  to  elementary  students. 

.  Social  Life  at  Rome  in  the  Age  of  Cicero  (N.Y.,  1909,  Mac- 
millan, #2.25).     In  every  way  admirable. 

-.    Julius  Casar,  and  the  Foundation  of  the  Roman  Imperial  Sys' 


tern  (2d  ed.,  N.  Y.,  1897,  Putnam,  ^1.50).     « Heroes  of  the  Nations" 
series. 

Rome  (N.  Y.,  191 2,  Holt,  50  cents).     "  Home  University  Li- 


brary." 

FriedlXnder,  Ludwig.  Town  Life  in  Ancient  Italy,  translated  by  W.  E. 
Waters  (Boston,  1902,  Sanborn,  75  cents). 

Gavley,  C.  M.  The  Classic  Myths  in  English  Literature  and  in  Art  (2d 
ed.,  Boston,  1911,  Ginn,  ^1.60).  Of  special  importance  for  the  illus- 
trations. 

Goodyear,  W.  H.  Roman  and  Medieval  Art  (2d  ed.,  N.Y.,  1897,  ^**^" 
millan,  ^i.oo). 

Grant,  A,  J.     Greece  in  the  Age  of  Pericles  (N.  Y.,  1893,  Scribner,  I1.25). 

GULICK,  C.  B.  The  Life  of  the  Ancient  Greeks  (N.  Y.,  1902,  Appleton,  ^140). 
Well  illustrated. 

Herbermann,  C.  G.  Business  Life  in  Ancient  Rome  (N.  Y.,  1880,  American 
Book  Co.,  30  cents). 

Herbertson,  a.  J.,  and  Herbertson,  F.  D.  Man  and  His  Work  (2d  ed., 
London,  1902,  Black,  u.).  An  elementary  introduction  to  human  geog- 
raphy. 

HODGKIN,  Thomas.  Theodoric  the  Goth,  the  Barbarian  Champion  of  CiviH- 
sation  (N.  Y.,  1891,  Putnam,  I1.50).    "  Heroes  of  the  Nations"  series. 

.      The  Dynasty  of  Theodosius  (N.  Y.,   1889,  Oxford   University 

Press,  American  Branch,  ^1.50).  Popular  lectures  summarizing  the 
author's  extensive  studies. 
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HOLBROOK,  Florence.  Covet  Mound,  and  Lake  Dwellers  (Boston,  191  x, 
Heath,  40  cents). 

How,  W.  W.  Hannihal  and  the  Great  War  between  Rome  and  Carthage 
(London,  1899,  Seeley,  2j.). 

Jacobs,  Joseph.  The  Story  of  Geographical  Discovery  (N.  Y.,  1898,  Apple- 
ton,  35  cents). 

Jkbb,  R.  C.  Greek  Literature  (N.  Y.,  1878,  American  Book  Co.,  35  cents). 
Brief,  bat  masterly. 

Mauaffv,  J.  P.     Old  Greek  Life  (N.  Y.,  1876,  American  Book  Co.,  35  cents). 

,  and  GiLMAN,  Arthur.     The  Story  of  Alexander's  Empire  (N.  Y., 

1887,  Putnam,  #1.50).  The  only  concise  narrative  of  the  Hellenistic 
period. 

Maspero,  Gaston.  Life  in  Ancient  Egypt  and  Assyria  (N.  Y.,  1892,  Apple- 
ton,  $1.50).    Fascinating  and  authoritative. 

.  Manual  of  Egyptian  Archeology^  translated  by  Amelia  B.  Ed- 
wards (5th  ed.,  N.  Y.,  1901,  Putnam,  ^2.25). 

Morris,  W.  CC  Hannibal,  and  the  Crisis  of  the  Struggle  between  Carthage 
and  Rome  (N.Y.,  1897,  Putnam,  I1.50).  "Heroes  of  the  Nations" 
series. 

Myres,  J.  L.  The  Dawn  of  History  (N.  Y.,  191 2,  Holt,  50  cents).  "  Home 
University  Library." 

Oman,  Charles.  Seven  Roman  Statesmen  of  the  Later  Republic  (N.  Y., 
1902,  Longmans,  Green,  and  Co.,  |i.6o).  A  biographical  presentation 
of  Roman  history. 

Pellison,  Maurice.  Roman  Life  in  Pliny's  Time,  translated  by  Maud  Wil- 
kinson (Philadelphia,  1897,  Jacobs,  ^i*oo). 

Preston,  Harriet  W.,  and  Dodge,  Louise.  The  Private  Life  of  the  Romans 
(N.  Y.,  1893,  Sanborn,  I1.05). 

Ragozin,  ZlbvATos  A.  Earliest  Peoples  (N.  Y.,  1899,  Harrison,  60  cents). 
A  well-written,  fully  illustrated  account  of  prehistoric  man  and  the 
beginnings  of  history  in  Babylonia. 

■ .    Early  Egypt  (N.  Y.,  1900,  Harrison,  60  cents). 

Reinach,  Salomon.  Apollo  ;  An  Illustrated  Manual  of  the  History  of  Art 
throughout  the  Ages  (2d  ed.,  N.  Y.,  19079  Scribner,  I1.50).  The  best 
brief  work  on  the  subject  in  any  language. 

Strachan-Davidson,  J.  S.  Cicero,  and  the  Fall  of  Ike  Roman  Republic 
(N.  Y.,  1894,  Putnam,  I1.50).    "  Heroes  of  the  Nations  *'  series. 

Tarbell,F.  B.  a  History  of  Greek  Art  (2d  ed.,  N.  Y.,  1905,  Macmillan, 
^1.00). 

ToZER,  H.  F.  Classical  Geography  (N.  Y.,  1883,  American  Book  Co.,  35 
cents).    Elementary,  but  authoritative. 

Tucker,  T.  G.  Life  in  Ancient  Athens  (N.  Y.,  1906,  Macmillan,  I1.25). 
THe  most  attractive  treatment  of  the  subject. 
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Tucker,  T.  G.    Lift  in  ike  Roman  World  of  Nero  and  SL  Paul  (N.  Y., 

1910,  MacmilUn,  I2.50). 
Tylor,  E.  B.     Anthropology  (N.  Y.,  1881,  Appleton,  I2.00).    Incorporates 

the  results  of  the  author's  extensive  studies  and  still  remains  the  best 

introduction  to  the  entire  field. 
Wheeler,  B.  I.    Alexander  (he  Greats  and  the  Merging  of  East  and  IVest  in 

Universal  History  (N.  Y.,   1900,   Putnam,  I1.50).      "Heroes  of  the 

Nations  "  series. 
WiLKiNS,  A.  S.     Roman  Literature   (N.Y.,  1 890,  Macmillan,  35   cents). 

Brief  but  masterly. 
■  Roman  Antiquities  (N.  Y.,  1884,  American  Book  Co.,  35  cents). 
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CHAPTER  I 

THE  AGES  BEFORE  HISTORY 

References 

Modern  Works.  —  Myres,  Dawn  of  History^  13-28,  "The  Peoples 
which  have  No  History,"  Kagozin,  Earliest  Peoples^  1-43,  "Prehistoric 
Times.''  Holbrook,  Cave,  Mound,  and  Lake  DwelUrs,  17-24,  "The  Lake 
Dwellers  " ;  25-32,  "  Kitchen  Middens.  Mound  Builders."  Qodd,  Siory  of 
Primitive  Man^  35-76,  "The  Ancient  Stone  Age"  ;  i6o>-i79,  "The  Age  of 
Metals."  Herbertson,  iT/^i«  and  His  Work,  59-73,  "  Agriculture "  ;  74-85, 
"The  Rise  of  the  Arts."  Tylor,  Anthropology,  1 14-13 1,  "Language"; 
167-181,  "Writing";  287-308,  "  Arts  of  Pleasure  "  ;  309-341,  "  Science." 
Reinach,  Apollo,  1-8,  "The  Origin  of  Art";  9-16,  "Art  in  the  Polished 
Stone  and  Bronze  Ages." 

Illustrative  Literature.  —  Waterloo,  Story  of  Ad,  London,  Before 
Adam,    Ilall,  Days  before  History, 

1.    The  Study  of  History 

History  is  the  narrative  of  what  civilized  man  has  done.     It 
deals  with  those  social  groups  called  states  and  nations.     Just 
as  biography  describes   the   life   of  individuals,   so      sobject 
history   relates   the    rise,   progress,   and  decline   of      matter  of 
human  societies.  ^^' 

History  cannot  go  back  of  written  records.  In  the  early  life 
of  every  people,  before  the  use  of  writing  becomes  general,  many 
legends  and  stories  are  passed  down  by  word  of  Written 
mouth  from  age  to  age.  Traditional  information  of  record*, 
this  nature  soon  grows  untrustworthy,  often  absolutely  false,  like 
a  piece  of  village  gossip  that  has  been  many  times  retold.  Until 
men  have  written  records  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  keep  a  full 
and  accurate  account  of  their  achievements. 


2  The  Ages  before  History 

Written  records  are  of  two  sorts  —  books  and  inscriptions.     We 

still  possess  many  books  composed  in  antiquity.     Thus  the  sacred 

scriptures  of  the  Hebrews  collected  in  the  Old  Testa- 
Bookt. 

ment  are  our  chief  source   of  information   for  the 

history  of  this  famous  people.     The  history  of  the  Babylonians 

who  lived  in  western  Asia  is  written  on  thin  clay  tablets,  of  which 

we  have  entire  libraries.     The  dry  climate  of  the  Nile  valley  has 

preserved  to  this  day  thousands  of  Egyptian  manuscripts  made 

of  fragile  papyrus   paper.^    The  Greeks  and   Romans   at  first 

employed  the  same  material  for  their  writings,  but  afterwards 

they  used  the  more  lasting  parchment  prepared  from  sheepskin. 

Nearly  all  the  books  that  they  have  left  to  us  are  parchment 

manuscripts. 

Besides  books,  there  are  written  records  known  as  inscriptions. 

These  are   usually  cut  in  stbne,  but  sometimes  we  find  them 

painted  over  the  surface  of  a  wall,  stamped  on  coins, 
Inscriptions. 

or  impressed  upon  metal  tablets.  Epitaphs  on  grave- 
stones make  up  the  greatest  number  of  inscriptions.  About 
forty  thousand  of  them  have  come  down  to  us  from  the  Romans 
alone.  A  large  part  of  our  knowledge  of  antiquity  is  obtained 
from  such  records. 

The  historian  also  makes  use  of  remains,  such  as  statues,  coins, 
ornaments,  weapons,  utensils,  and  above  all,  stone  monuments. 

Many  ancient  peoples  were  great  builders.     They 

raised  palaces  for  their  kings,  tombs  for  the  dead, 
fortresses,  bridges,  temples,  arches.  Some  of  these  monuments 
still  survive  as  memorials  of  the  past ;  for  example,  the  massive 
pyramids  of  Egypt,  the  Greek  temples  of  light  and  graceful 
outline,  and  the  Roman  aqueducts  which  stretch  for  miles  across 
the  land. 

1  The  pith  of  the  papyrus,  a  plant  native  to  the  Nile  valley,  was  cut  Into  slices 
which  were  then  pressed  together  and  dried  in  the  sun.  Several  of  the  p>aper 
sheets  thus  formed  were  glued  together  at  their  edges  to  form  a  roll.  From 
fapyros  and  byblos,  the  two  names  of  this  Egyptian  plant,  have  come,  through 
the  Greek,  our  own  words,  "  paper  "  and  "  Bible." 
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History,  based  on  written  records,  begins  in  different  coun- 
tries at  widely  varying  dates.  A  few  books  and  inscriptions 
found  in  Egypt  date  back  three  or  four  thousand  Besbiniag* 
years  before  Christ.  The  annals  of  Babylonia  are  •'"•toiy- 
scarcely  less  ancient.  In  other  parts  of  the  world  there  is  no 
such  high  antiquity.  Trustworthy  records  in  China  and  India 
do  not  go  beyond  1000  b.c.  For  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  the 
commencement  of  the  historic  period  must  be  placed  about  750 
B.C.  The  inhabitants  of  northern  Europe  did  not  come  into  the 
light  of  history  until  near  the  opening  of  the  Christian  era. 

2.    PrebiBtoric  Peoples 
In  studying  the  historic  period  our  chief  concern  is  with  those 
peoples  whose  Ideas  or  whose  deeds  have  aided  human  progress 
and  the  spread  of  civiliza-    Tta«  prebi*- 
tion.     Six-sevenths  of  the    "^«  •poet, 
earth's  inhabitants  now  belong  to  civ- 
ilized countries,  and  these  countries 
include  the  best  and  largest  regions  of 
the  globe.    But  when  ancient  history 
begins,  some  three  or  four  thousand 
years  before  Christ,  civilization  was 
confined  within  a  narrow  area  —  the 

rivervalleysofweSternAsiaandEgypt.     Skull  of  the  Man  of  Spv 
The  uncounted  centuries  before  the      O"'  "^  '*°  ''^""'  "i"""*"^  " 

1886  in  ihe  cave  of  Spy  |Belgiun>). 
dawn  of  history   make    up    the   prehis-      Nauc<  ihe  prominent  eyebrow  ndgn, 

toric  epoch  when  savagery  and  barba-    |^n'''"^d  ^JJ^" JioJ^J'^ j -,'^ 
rism  prevailed  throughout  the  world. 

It  has  become  possible,  in  recent  years,  to  learn  something 
about  the  men  who  lived  during  the  ages  before  history.  They 
left  behind  them  no  written  records.  There  are  ptebiatoiic 
neither  books  nor  inscriptions  for  our  guidance.  »»*>"■ 
We  must  depend  on  prehistoric  remains  which  have  been  found 
in  nearly  every  part  of  the  world. 
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Primitive  men  often  made  their  homes  beneath  overhanging 
cliffs  and  in  deep  caverns  which  gave  protection  against  the 
Tkacara  wind,  the  rain,  and  wild  animals.  Rock  shelters  are 
dwsUen.  especially  numerous  in  France  and  England,  where 
many  have  been  explored.  The  examination  of  a  cave  some- 
times reveals  a  few  human  skeletons  or  skulls,  and  very  often 


A  Cave  Dwelung  of  the  Stone  Ace 

the  bones  of  extinct  animals  such  as  the  mammoth  and  woolly 
rhinoceros.  The  cave  deposits  are  also  rich  in  articles  of  human 
workmanship  —  in  stone  axes,  knives,  arrowheads,  barbed  bar- 
poons,  and  bone  needles. 

In  Denmark  there  are  huge  "kitchen  middens"  on  the  sites 
of  ancient  villages  and  camping  places.  These  artificial  hills, 
"KitchBD  sometimes  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long  and  several 
middem."  hundred  feet  wide,  are  really  refuse  heaps,  containing 
myriads  of  oyster  shells,  and  bones  of  animals,  birds,  and  fish. 


Prehistoric  Peoples  5 

Mingled  with  this  rubbish  are  impleroeots  of  stone,  bone,  and 
wood,  together  with  pieces  of  pottery  and  other  things  of  human 
manufocture. 

In  Switzerland  and  northern  Italy  we  find  remains  of  prehis- 
toric lake  dwellers  who  raised  their  huts  on  platforms  over  the 
water,  as  some  savages  still  build  to-day.*    The  piles      Th*  lain 
on  which  the  platforms  rest  arc  pointed  tree  trunks     dw>iiM«. 
driven  into  the  bottom  of  the  lake  to  a  depth  of  several  yards. 
The  mud  about  the  piles  contains  thousands  of  objects,  including 
animal  bones,  seeds  of  various  plants 
and   IrL'.its,  shreds  of  coarse  cloth, 
fragments   of  pottery   and   leather, 
even  wooden  lasts  for  shoes. 

Primitive  men  erecied  stone  mon- 
uments and  mounds  of  earth  in 
all  the  continents.  These  struriv.res 
served  as  tombs  where  Hoanmento 
the  dead  were  laid  away,  *^  moondi. 
surrounded  by  their  weapons,  tools, 
and  ornaments.  Such  things  were 
supposed  to  be  necessary  for  a  life 
within,  or  perhaps  beyond,  the  grave. 

_.  .     J  r  I.-    .      ■  ■  A   pREMfSTOHIC   EGYPTIAN 

The  study  of  prehislonc  remains  ^^^^ 

is  not  our  only  means  of  picturing  .^b.  .v.i,,«  i.,  «  th=  i=ii  ^ 
the  childhood  of  man.  We  can  leam  "■"'  k"""  Jn"""  "p  "^  handi  nind 
a  great  deal  from  existing  savages  and  I^J^,^  rfibod  .nd  'JLZ'^^I^' 
barbarians  who  make  implements  and 

weapons,  build  houses  and  boats,  like  those  of  primitive  men. 
Even  the  customs  and  beliefs  of  modem  aborigines  ^^,„ 
may  resemble  those  of  early  men.  Hence  what  we  mt»em  and 
discover  about  the  wild  Australians,  the  African  ne-  ''•™™"'' 
groes,  or  the  American  Indians  throws  light  on  the  ages  before 
history. 
■Themodern  Swiss  c4iiUIathought  lobe  a  copj  of  the  prehiiroric  lake  dwelUnf. 
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3.  The  Prehistoric  Ages 

The  prehistoric  epoch  is  commonly  divided,  according  to  the 
character  of  the  materials  used  for  tools  and  weapons,  into  the 
The  two  Age  of  Stone  and  the  Age  of  Metals.*  The  one  is  the 
■<••■  age  of  savagery ;  the  other  is  the  age  of  barbarism  or 

semicivilizatioa. 

Man's  earliest  implements  were  those  that  lay  ready  to  his  hand. 
A  branch  from  a  tree  served  as  a  spear;  a  thick  stick  in  his 
Der  lofr-  strong  arms  became  a  powerful  club.  The  bones  or 
meotof  tusks  of  animals  may  often  have  proved  dangerous 

tool*  aod  weapons  when  wielded  by  some  prehistoric  Samson. 
Later,  perhaps,  came  the  use  of  a  hard  stone  such  as 
flint,  which  could  be  chipped  into  the  forms  of  anowbeads,  axes, 
and  speartips.    The  first  stone  implements  were  so  rude  in  shape 


rHE  Stone  Acb 

u  Europe,  Africa,  ukd  Nonh  AmaicH. 

that  it  is  difficult  to  believe  them  of  human  workmanship.  They 
may  have  been  made  several  hundred  thousand  years  ago.  After 
countless  centuries  of  slow  advance,  primitive  men  learned  to 
fasten  wooden  handles  to  their  stone  tools,  and  also  to  use  such 
materials  as  jade  and  granite,  which  could  be  ground  and  polished 

1  This  classification  was  anticipated  by  some  ancient  students,  notably  by  lbs 
Roman  poet  Lucretius  in  the  last  century  B.C.  His  great  work.  On  the  Naturt  of 
Thingt,  conuins  lliis  passage  ;  •'  Weapons  of  old  were  Lands,  nails,  and  teeth,  and 
stones,  and  boughs  brolien  ofT  trees,  and  flaming  fire,  as  sooti  as  it  had  becomt 
known.  Afterwards  the  use  of  iron  and  copper  was  discovered;  but  Ihe  use  of 
copper  was  eariier  llian  that  of  iron ;  (or  it  is  easier  to  work  and  is  found  In  greater 
quantity  "  (Di  rtrum  nahira,  v,  laSj-isSS), 
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into  a  variety  of  forms.    More  durable  as  well  as  more  beautiful 
tools  and  weapons  then  came  into  existence. 

Although  the  best  of  these  stone  implements  must  seem  to  us 
very  crude  and  unsatisfactory,  their  use  continued  throughout 
the  greater  part  of  the   prehistoric  period.     Every    The  Stone 
region  of  the   world  has   had   a   Stone   Age.^    Its    ^g*- 
length  is  reckoned,  not  by  centuries,  but  by  milleniums. 

Stone  implements  were  not  entirely  given  up  even  after  the  intro- 
duction of  metals.     At  the  present  day,  we  still  have  our  gunflints, 
grindstones,  and  burnishers.    The  survival  of  stone    g^jyiynig 
objects  has  sometimes  been  due  to  motives  of  super-    of  the 
stition  or  religion.    Thus  the  Egyptians  employed    S*®"*«^K«' 
stone  knives  for  embalming  the  dead  centuries  after  the  metals  had 
found  their  way  into  the  valley  of  the  Nile ;   and  the  priests  of 
ancient  Mexico  slaughtered  the  sacrificial  victims  with  blades  of 
stone,  though  for  other  purposes  copper  had  been  long  in  common 
use.    Small  stone  axes  and  arrowheads  are  often  worn  by  igno- 
rant people  as  charms  against  witchcraft  and  poison.     Sometimes 
these  objects  are  called   thunderbolts  and  are  thought  to  have 
fallen  from  heaven.    The  peasants  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  call 
them  "  elf  shot,''  supposing  that  they  are  shot  by  elves  or  fairies 
at  men  and  cattle.    Such  quaint  beliefs  have  great  vitality. 

The  Age  of  Metals,  compared  with  its  predecessor,  covers  a 
brief  expanse  of  time.    The  knowledge  and  use  of  metals  date 
back  not  much  before  the  dawn  of  history.     The      Age  of 
earliest  civilized  peoples,  the  Babylonians  and  Egyp-      Metals, 
tians,  when  we  first  become  acquainted  with  them,  appear  to  be 
passing  from  the  use  of  stone  implements  to  those  of  metal. 

The  coming  of  the  metals  brought  about  a  revolution  the  great- 
est that  the  world  has  seen  or  that  it  will  ever  see.    The  history 

1  There  are  still  some  savage  tribes,  for  instance,  the  Australians,  which  continue 
to  make  stone  implements  very  similar  to  those  of  prehistoric  men.  Other  primi* 
tive  peoples,  such  as  the  natives  of  the  Pacific  islands,  passed  directly  from  the  use 
of  stone  to  that  of  iron  after  this  part  of  the  world  was  opened  up  to  European  trade 
in  the  nineteenth  century. 
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of  civilization  has  been  declared  to  be  the  history  of  the  metals  in 
the  hands  of  man.  No  wonder  that  round  these  treasures  of 
SiniULcanc*  ^^^^>  gathered  from  the  glittering  sands  or  smelted 
of  the  from  the  deep  rock,  there  grew  up  many  a  legend 

metals.  which  told  of  wondrous  smiths  such  as  the  Greek 

Hephaestus  (Vulcan),  whose  forge  was  in  the  smoking  crater  of 
Mount  -^tna,  or  the  Hebrew  Tubal-Cain,  who  lived  in  the  seventh 
generation  after  Adam  and  was  "  a  master  in  all  copper  and  iron 
work."  1 

The  substitution  of  metal  for  stone  took  place  by  gradual  steps. 
Copper,  at  first,  was  the  material  most  commonly  employed.    The 

credit  for  the  invention  of  copper  tools  seems  to  be- 
Copper. 

long  to  the  Egyptians,  who  began  by  using  the  crude 

copper  ore  (malachite)  found  in  the  Nile  valley.  At  a  very 
early  date  they  were  working  the  copper  mines  on  the  pen- 
insula of  Sinai.  The  Babylonians  probably  obtained  their  copper 
from  the  same  region.  Copper  implements  long  continued  to  be 
used  on  the  island  of  Cyprus  ^  in  the  eastern  Mediterranean,  as 
well  as  in  various  parts  of  Europe. 

But  copper  tools  were  soft  and  would  not  keep  an  edge.    Some 
ancient  smith,  more  ingenious  than  his  fellows,  discovered  that 

the  addition  of  a  small  part  of  tin  to  the  copper  pro- 
Bro&ze« 

duced  a  new  metal  —  bronze  —  harder  than  the  old, 

yet  capable  of  being  molded  into  a  variety  of  forms.    The  use  of 

the  superior  bronze  implements  spread  rapidly.     At  least  as  early 

as  3000  B.C.,  we  find  bronze  taking  the  place  of  copper  in  both 

Egypt  and  Babylonia.     Somewhat  later  bronze  came  into  use  on 

the  island  of  Crete,  then  along  the  eastern  coasts  of  Greece,  and 

afterwards  in  other  European  countries. 

The  introduction   of  iron  occurred  in   comparatively  recent 

times.    At  first  it  was  a  scarce  and  therefore  a  very  precious 

metal,  and  was  employed  only  for  small  objects,  such  as  charms 

^  Genesis^  iv,  33. 

S  The  very  name  of  this  island  means  "  copper  "  (Greek,  Kvvpo«). 
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and  ornaments.    The  Egyptians  seem  to  have  made  little  use  of 
iron  before  1500  b.c.    They  called  it  "  the  metal  of  heaven,"  as  if 
they  obtained  it  from  meteorites.    In  the  Greek  Ho- 
meric poems,  composed  about  900  b.c.  or  later,  we  find 
iron  considered  so  valuable  that  a  lump  of  it  is  one  of  the  chief 
prizes  at  athletic  games.     In  the  first  five  books  of  the  Bible,  iron 
is  mentioned  only  thirteen  times, 
though  copper  and  bronze  are 
referred    to    forty-four    times. 
Iron  is  more  difficult  to  woik 
than  copper  or  bronze,  but  it  is 
vastly  superior  to  those  metals 
in  hardness  and  durability.  With 
iron,  people  could  make  better  E-^ki-v  Roman  bar  money 

axes   for   cutting  down  the   for-        AtarofcoppMnwrkedirilhlhefigureola 

ests,  better  plows  for  tilling  the 

soil,  and  better  weapons  for  slaying  wild  animals.  When  iron 
implements  came  into  general  use,  man's  mastery  over  nature 
was  assured.' 

During  the  prehistoric  period  early  man  came  to  be  widely 
scattered  throughout  the  world.  Here  and  there,  slowly,  and 
with  the  utmost  difficulty,  he  began  to  take  the  first  pj„^  ^ 
steps  toward  civilization.  The  tools  and  weapons  he  toward  dr- 
left  behind  him  have  given  us  some  evidence  of  his  "**»"«'■ 
advance.  We  may  now  single  out  some  of  his  other  great  achieve- 
ments and  follow  their  development  to  the  daWn  of  history. 

4.    Domestlcatloa  of  AnlmalB 

Primitive  man,  at  the  outset,  must  have  lived  on  what  nature 

supplied   in  the   way   of  wild    berries,    nuts,   roots,    and   herbs. 

>  Iron  was  unknown  to  the  Inhabitants  of  NortK  America  and  South  America 

betides  those  of  copper  and  bronie.  The  Indinns  got  most  o(  their  copper  from 
the  mines  in  the  Lake  Superior  region,  whence  il  was  carried  (ar  and  wide  among 
Ibe  ruious  tribes. 
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Where  fish  or  game  were  abundant,  he  added  the  flesh  of  animals 
to  his  vegetarian  diet.  As  his  implements  improved  and  his  skill 
HnntiiiE  and  increased,  he  became  a  hunter,  trapper,  and  fisher. 
flBhing  A  tribe  of  hunters,  however,  requires  an  extensive 

stage.  territory  and  a  constant  supply  of  game.     When  the 

wild  animals  are  all  killed  or  their  numbers  are  seriously  reduced^ 
privation  and  hardship  result.  It  was  a  forward  step,  therefore, 
when  man  began  to  tame  animals  as  well  as  to  kill  them. 

The  dog  was  man's  first  conquest  over  the  animal  kingdom. 
Bones  of  the  dog  appear  in  "  kitchen  middens  "  belonging  to  the 
Domestica-  ^tone  Age.  That  primitive  animal  seems  to  have  de- 
tionof  the  scended  from  some  creature  now  extinct,  midway  in 
^^'  size  between  a  hound  and  a  spaniel.     As  early  as  the 

Age  of  Metals,  various  breeds  appear,  such  as  deerhounds,  sheep 
dogs,  and  mastiffs.  The  dog  soon  showed  how  useful  he  could 
be.  He  tracked  and  ran  down  game,  guarded  the  camp,  and 
later,  in  the  pastoral  stage,  protected  flocks  and  herds  against 
their  wild  enemies.* 

The  cow  was  also  domesticated  at  a  remote  period.     Its  bones 

are  found  in  some  of  the  oldest  lake  dwellings  in  Switzerland. 

No  other  animal  has  been  more  useful  to  mankind. 

The  cow 

The  cow's  flesh  and  milk  supply  food ;  its  skin  pro- 
vides clothing;  its  sinews,  bones,  and  horns  yield  materials  for 
primitive  implements.  It  was  very  early  employed  as  a  draft 
animal.  Some  Egyptian  paintings  which  in  date  reach  back 
almost  to  Stone  Age  times  represent  oxen  bearing  the  yoke  and 
drawing  the  plow.  Cattle  have  also  been  commonly  used  as  a 
kind  of  money.  Thus  the  Homeric  Greeks,  whose  wealth  con- 
sisted chiefly  of  their  herds,  priced  a  slave  at  twenty  oxen,  a  suit 
of  armor  at  one  hundred  oxen,  and  so  on.  The  early  Romans 
reckoned  values  in  cattle  (one  ox  being  equivalent  to  ten  sheep). 
As  late  as  the  fifth  century  B.C.,  all  fines  in  Roman  courts  were 

lEven  the  savage  Australians,  the  lowest  of  mankind,  have  a  partially  domes- 
ticated animal  in  the  dingo,  or  native  dog. 
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paid  in  cows  and  sheep.    Our  English  word  '^pecuniary**  goes 

back  to  the  Latin  p^cus  or  "  cattle." 

The  domestication  of  the  horse  came  much  later  than  that  of 

the  cow.    In  the  early  Stone  Age,  the  horse  ran  wild  over  western 

Europe  and  formed  an  important  source  of  food  for 

The  horse, 
primitive  men.    This  prehistoric  horse,  as  some  an* 

cient  drawings  show,^  was  a  small  animal  with  shaggy  mane  and 
taiL  It  very  much  resembled  the  wild  pony  still  found  on  the 
steppes  of  Mongolia.  The  domesticated  horse  does  not  appear  in 
Egypt  and  western  Asia  much  before  1500  b.c.  The  name  which 
the  Babylonians  gave  to  it,  "  the  ass  of  the  East/'  indicates  that 
the  horse  was  first  introduced  from  central  or  northern  Asia. 
For  a  long  time  after  the  horse  was  tamed,  the  more  manageable 
ox  continued  to  be  used  as  the  beast  of  burden.  The  horse  was 
kept  for  chariots  of  war,  as  among  the  Egyptians,  or  ridden  bare- 
back in  races,  as  by  the  early  Greeks. 

At  the  close  of  prehistoric  times  in  the  Old  World,  nearly  all  the 
domestic  animals  of  to-day  were   known.      Besides  Qthexani- 
those  just  mentioned,  the  goat,  sheep,  ass,  and  hog  mais  domes- 
had  been  converted  into  man's  useful  servants.*  ticated. 

6.   Domestication  of  Plants 

The  domestication  of  animals  made  possible  an  advance  from 
the  hunting  and  fishing  stage  to  the  pastoral  stage.  Herds  of 
cattle  and  sheep  would  furnish  more  certain  and  Pastoral 
abundant  supplies  of  food  than  the  chase  could  ever  •tage. 
yield.  So  we  find  in  some  parts  of  the  world,  as  on  the  great 
Asiatic  plains,  the  herdsman  succeeding  the  hunter  and  Usher. 
But  even  in  this  stage  much  land  for  grazing  is  required.  With 
the  exhaustion  of  the  pasturage  the  sheep  or  cattle  must  be  driven 
to  new  fields.     Hence  pastoral  peoples,  as  well  as  hunting  and 

1  See  the  illustration,  page  31. 

*  In  the  New  World,  the  only  Important  domestic  animal  was  the  llama  of  the 
Andes.  The  natives  used  it  as  a  beast  of  burden,  ate  its  flesh,  and  clothed  them- 
selves  with  its  wool. 


12  The  Ages  before  History 

fishing  folk^  remained  nomads  without  fixed  homes.  Before  per- 
manent settlements  were  possible,  another  onward  step  became 
necessary.    This  was  the  domestication  of  plants. 

The  domestication  of  plants  marked  almost  as  wonderful  an 
advance  as  the  domestication  of  animals.  When  wild  seed  grasses 
Agricultural  ^^^  plants  had  been  transformed  into  the  great  cereals 
stage.  — wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  rice  —  people  could  raise 

them  for  food  and  so  could  pass  from  the  life  of  wandering  hunters 
or  shepherds  to  the  life  of  settled  farmers.  There  is  evidence 
that  in  Stone  Age  times  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  western  Europe 
were  familiar  with  various  cultivated  plants,  but  agriculture  on  a 
large  scale  seems  to  have  begun  in  the  fertile  regions  of  Egypt 
and  western  Asia.^  Here  first  arose  populous  communities  with 
leisure  to  develop  the  arts  of  life.  Here,  as  has  been  already 
seen,'  we  must  look  for  the  beginnings  of  history. 

6.    Writing  and  the  Alphabet 

Though  history  is  always  based  on  written  records,  the  first 
steps  towards  writing  are  prehistoric.    We  start  with  the  pictures 

or  rough  drawings  which  have 
Picture  heen   found  among 

4i^^  1,11    writing.         the  remains  of  the 
early  Stone  Age.'  Primitive  man. 


Indian  Picture  Writing  however,  could  not  rest  satisfied 

Picture  writing  of  the  Tahltan,  a  British     with      portraying     objeCtS.        He 
Columbia  tribe.    The  drawing  was  done  in  ,    ^  j    ^t  r  *.  j 

charcoal  on  the  blamed  trunk  of  a  t«c.   Wanted  to  record  thoughts  and 

The  meaning  U:  "  Using  a  raft,  I  shot  three     aCtionS,     and      SO      his      pictUreS 
geese." 

tended  to  become  symbols  of 
ideas.  Thus  the  figure  of  an  arrow  might  represent,  not  a  real 
object,  but  the  idea  of  an  "enemy."    A  "fight"  could  be  shown 

1  The  plants  domesticated  in  the  New  World  were  not  numerous.  The  most 
important  were  the  potato  of  Peru  and  Ecuador,  Indian  com  or  maize,  tobacco, 
the  tomato,  and  manioc.  From  the  roots  of  thie  latter,  the  starch  called  tapioca 
b  derived.  *  See  page  3.  «  See  pages  20-22. 
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simply  by  drawing  two  arrows  directed  against  each  other.  In 
such  ways  a  few  symbols  were  able  to  express  a  wide  range  of 
ideas.  Many  uncivilized  tribes  still  employ  picture  writing  of  this 
sort  The  American  Indians  developed  it  in  most  elaborate  fashion. 
On  rolls  of  birch  bark  or  the  skins  of  animals,  they  wrote  messages, 
hunting  stories  and  songs,  and  even  preserved  their  tribal  annals. 


1^  -^^ 


t  <!- 


1  2  a  4.  5 

Various  Signs  of  Symbolic  Picture  Writing 

I,  "war"  (Dakota  Indian);  i,  "morning"  (Qjibwa  Indian);  3,  "nothing**  (Ojibwa  In- 
dian):  4  and  5,  "  to  eat"  (Indian,  Mexican,  Egyptian,  etc.). 

A  new  stage  in  the  development  of  writing  was  reached  when 
the  picture  represented,  not  an  actual  object,  or  an  idea,  but  a 
sound  of  the  human  voice.     This  difficult  but  all  im-  g^^^^  ^^u 
portant  step  appears  to  have  been  taken  through  the  ing;  the 
use  of  the  re^us,  that  is,  writing  words  by  pictures  of  "•*"•• 
objects  which  stand  for  sounds.     Such  rebuses  are  found  in  pre- 
historic Egyptian  writing ;  for 
example,  the  Egyptian  words 
for  "  sun  **  and  "  goose  "  were 
so  nearly  alike  that  the  royal  Mexican  Rebus 

title  "  Son  of  the  Sun  "  could        The  Latin  Pater  Nosier,  "Our  Father,"  is 

be  suggested  by  grouping  the   ^^^"^  ^,f^*«  ^""J'  » '''^,  (/*),•  prickiy 

°°  /or©  pear  ( «0f A),  and  another  stone  (/*). 

pictures  of  the  sun  and  a  goose. 

Rebus  making  of  this  sort  is  still  a  common  game  among  children^ 

but  to  primitive  men  it  must  have  been  a  serious  occupation. 

In  the  simplest  form  of  sound  writing,  each  separate  picture  or 

symbol  stands  for  the  sound  of  an  entire  word.     This  method 

was  employed  by  the  Chinese,  who  have  never  given 

Words. 
It  up.      Every  one  of  the   forty  thousand  words  in 

a  Chinese   dictionary  has   its  equivalent  in  a  separate  written 

character.     To  learn  them  all  would  be  the  work  of  a  lifetime. 
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Song  (»n  tn 
SuD  Moon         Mountiia         Tall  and  a  bint)  Li|ht 

Chinese  Picture  Writimg  and  Later  Conventional  Characters 

A  more  developed  form  of  sound  writing  occurs  when  signs  are 

used  for  the  sounds,  not  of  entire  words,  but  of  separate  syllables. 

Since  the  number  of  diflerent 

syllables  which  the  voice  can 

utter  is  limited,  it 
SyilablH. 

now  becomes  pos- 
sible to  write  all  the  words  of 
a  language  with  a  few  hundred 
signs.  The  Japanese,  who 
borrowed  some  of  the  Chinese 
symbols,  used  them  to  denote 
syllables,  instead  of  entire 
words.  The  Babylonians  pos- 
sessed, in  their  cuneiform* 
characters,  signs  for  about  five 
hundred  syllables.  Recent 
discoveries  in  Crete  indicate 
Cretan  Writing  that  its  prehistoric  inhabitants 

A  i«i(e  Hbki  with  tinac  icHpi  found  in  ihe   ^^gJg  acquainted  with  a  some- 

palace  al  Gnouui,  Crcle.    Theit  are  eight  1in«  ^ 

of  wriling  with  a  total  of  abnul  Iwenty  wordi.    what  similar  system. 

Sirir™!i«z'ol'eacr'«u'''tf.'''^" "' ""''   """^  fi"^'  ^'^p '°  ">*  ^*- 

velopment  of  wriling  is  taken 
when  the  separate  sounds  of  the  voice  are  analyzed  and  each  is 
represented  by  a  single  sign  or  letter.  With  alphabets 
of  a  few  score  letters,  every  word  in  a  language  may 
be  easily  written. 


Lettan. 


1  Latin  I 
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IS 


The  Egyptians  early  developed  such  an  alphabet.     Unfortu- 
nately they  never  learned  to  give  up  their  older  methods  of  writ- 
ing and  to  rely  upon  alphabetic  signs  alone.     Egyptian  ^gYvHan 
hieroglyphics  ^  are  a  curious  jumble  of  object-pictures,  hieto- 
symbols  of  ideas,  and  signs  for  entire  words,  separate  K*yP^<** 
syllables,  and  letters.     The  writing  is  a  museum  of  all  the  steps 
in  the  development  from  the  picture  to  the  letter. 


k 


yw*w\ 


a 


5)o'?ni 


i<o 


A^AAAA 


lU 


r^'^^s.ii'^) 


u^ 


1 


f 


1 


1 


rj 


i 


4 
5 


•^  ^i  A)m^<ym-Aw^  ^^--^i^rf^ 


fefjn 


Tf  »^^  ^^^tT^m  4^ST  m^ 
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Below  the  pictured  hieroglyphics  in  the  first  line  is  the  same  text  in  a  simpler  writing  known 
as  hieratic.  The  two  systems,  however,  were  not  distinct;  they  were  as  identical  as  our  own 
printed  and  written  characters.  The  third  line  illustrates  old  Babylonian  cuneiform,  in  which 
the  characters,  like  the  hieroglyphics,  are  rude  and  broken  down  pictures  of  objects.  Derived 
from  them  is  the  later  cuneiform  shown  in  lines  four  and  five. 


As  early,  apparently,  as  the  tenth  century  B.C.,  we  find  the  Phoe- 
nicians of  western  Asia  in  possession  of  an  alphabet.  It  consisted 
of  twenty-two  letters,  each  representing  a  consonant  Phonidan 
Doubtless  the  Phoenicians  did  not  invent  this  alphabet  *lpii»bet. 
themselves.  They  seem  to  have  borrowed  most  or  all  of  the  signs 
for  letters  from  neighboring  peoples.  Egypt,  Babylonia,  and 
Crete  may  have  furnished  the  Phoenicians  with  their  signs. 


1  From  the  Greek  words  Ai^os,  "holy,"   and  gfyphein,  "to  carve.' 
Egyptians  regarded  their  signs  as  sacred. 


The 
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If  they  did  not  ori^nate  the  alphabet  now  io  use,  the  Phceni- 
cians  did  most  to  spread  a  knowledge  of  it  in  other  lands.    They 

were  bold  sailors  and 
DiSnalOD  of  ,  ,      ,        , 

the  PhtBiii-     traders  who  bought 
dam  aipiu-     and  sold  throughout 

the  MediterraDeao. 
Wherever  they  went,  they  took 
their  alphabet  From  the  Phoe- 
nicians, the  Greeks  learned  some, 
if  not  all,  of  their  letters.  Then 
the  Greeks  taught  them  to  the 
Romans,  from  whom  other  Eu- 
ropean peoples'  borrowed  them. 
It  is  diiEcult  to  overestimate 
the  importance  to  mankind  of 
alphabetic  writing.  Though  no 
existing  alphabet  perfectly  rep- 

Importane.      '^=""  ^"^^  ^°^'^^ 

of  the  of  a   language,    the 

The  Moabite  Stone  •iplwbet.        system    is    simple 

Louvre.  P.™  compared  with  all  earlier  meth- 

Found  in  iSW  »iD(b»n,™iof  lhel>™j         ,        ,  ,..,,. 

Sa.    The  nionianitnlr«oidillM!  viciolyrf     OdS  Of  TeCOrdmg  thOUghl.       It  IS 

Mtihi,  king  of  M™b,  ovf  r  ihc  uniRd  irmio    vasllv  easier  nowadays  to  acquire 

of  IvMlindJudih,  .boui8;oB.C.    The  m-  '  /I 

icripiiQn,  coniiihng  at  31  linn.ii  one  of  i)h  knowledgc  than  It  was  in  Ori- 
mo>.  ^^icn,  «.n.pic  of  phao.ci^  wri.iog.    ^^j^j  antiquity  when  only  a  few 

favored  persons  could  read  and  write.  Thus  the  alphabet,  by  in- 
creasing the  intelligence  of  the  common  people,  has  helped  to 
raise  them  in  the  scale  of  civilization. 

7.    Beginnings  of  Science 

Already  we  have  seen  that  prehistoric  men  in  their  struggle  for 
existence  had  gathered  an  extensive  fund  of  information.    They 
3m  the  name  of  the  first  iwo  letters  of  (he  Greek 


Beginnings  of  Science  17 

could  make  useful  and  artistic  implements  of  stone.    They  could 

work  many  metals  into  a  variety  of  tools  and  weapons.    They 

were  practical  botanists,  able  to  distinguish  different  poundatioM 

plants  and  to  cultivate  them  for  food.    They  were  ofsdentiile 

close  students  of  animal  life  and  expert  hunters  and  ^^^^^ti^' 

fishers.    They  knew  how  to  produce  fire  and  preserve  it,  how  to 

cook,  how  to  £Eishion  pottery  and  baskets,  how  to  spin  and  weave, 

how  to  build  boats  and  houses.    After  writing  came  into  general 

use,    all    this    knowledge 

served  as  the  foundations     l-l  Hllli-9  n=IO   nilltl=l5    nn=  20 

of  science.  ^S??ci^'"°°  '°°° 

We  can  still  distinguish  "*i  C  C  nnnw  =—  4434 

some  of   the    first   steps 

in  scientific  knowledge.     T-'<-'OT-IOa  <Y.^0OX  100)  =  1000 

Counting,  for  instance,  TTn<T^^'^<«TTlT— ^434 

began  with  cal-  systems  of         Ancient  Egyptian  and  Babylonian 

1     .  .^4.-4.1^-  Numeration 

culations    on  noution. 

one's  fingers,  a  method  still  familiar  to  children.     Finger  counting 

explains  the  origin  of  the  decimal  system.    The  beginnings  of 

numeral  figures  may  be  seen  in  picture  writing,  as  when  an  Indian 

warrior  will  make  four  vertical  strokes  to  show  that  he  has  taken 

four  scalps.     When  writing  was  in  its  infancy,  some  peoples  hit  on 

the  device  of  using  special  marks  for  fives,  tens,  hundreds,  and 

their  multiples,  leaving  only  the  units  to  be  indicated  by  single 

strokes.    Examples  are  found  among  the  ancient  Egyptians  and 

Babylonians.    This  rather  clumsy  method  has  not  yet  disappeared, 

for  the  Roman  numerals  V,  X,  C,  M,  etc.,  are  still  in  common  use. 

The  simpler  Arabic  numerals  probably  originated  in  Babylonia, 

whence  they  spread  to  India.    They  were  introduced  into  Europe 

during  the  Middle  Ages  by  the  Arabs. 

The  art  of  reckoning  has  likewise  its  history.    Perhaps  the  first 

way  was  to  reckon  by  means  of  small  objects  such  xethodsof 

as  pebbles,  beans,  or  shells.    Traders  among  the  na-  reckoning. 

tives  of  Africa  still  employ  these  primitive  counters.    The  next  step 


i8 
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was  to  place  them  on  a  counting  board,  or  abacus,  which  was  di- 
vided into  columns  so  that  in  one  column  the  objects  represented 
units,  the  next  tens,  and  so  on.  The  Roman  boy  solved  his 
problems  in  arithmetic  by  means  of  the  abacus.  Chinese  mer- 
chants are  wonderfully  expert  in  its  use.  Even  in  modern  Euro- 
pean  countries  it  still  holds  a  place  in  the  schools.  The  final  step 
in  the  art  of  reckoning  was  to  get  rid  of  counters  and  write  down 
the  numbers  in  ruled  columns.  For  empty  columns  the  sign 
for  "nothing,"   or   zero,    was   invented.     A  zero  sign,   though 

unfamiliar  to  the  Ro- 
mans, seems  to  have 
been  known  in  Babylonia 
several  centuries  before 
the  Christian  era.  The 
use  of  this  modest-look- 
ing symbol  made  it  pos- 
sible to  work  out  easily 
the  most  elaborate  c^cu- 

ROMAN  ABACUS  OR  COUNTING  BOARD  j^^j^^^  j^  arithmetic. 

The  simplest  and  probably  the  earliest  measures  of  length  are  those 
derived  from  various  parts  of  the  human  body.  Some  of  our  Indian 
Measures  of  tribes  employed  the  double  arm's  length,  the  single  arm's 
length.  length,  the  hand  width,  and  the  finger  width.     The 

Mexicans  used  the  footstep  and  the  pace  or  stride.  Greek  meas- 
ures were  based  on  the  finger  breadth,  sixteen  of  which  made  the 
foot.  The  Romans  counted  one  thousand  paces  or  double  steps 
to  the  mile.  Old  English  standards,  such  as  the  span,  the  ell,  and 
the  hand,  all  go  back  to  this  very  obvious  method  of  measuring  on 
the  body. 

Measures  of  capacity  appear  to  have  been  first  obtained  from 
Measures  of  ^^^ural  objects  of  uniform  size.  Thus  the  Hebrews 
capacity  had  the  hen's  egg  as  their  unit ;  the  modern  Malays 
and  weight  employ  coconuts  as  measures ;  the  Chinese  use  joints 
of  bamboo.     In  nearly  all  systems  of  weight  the  smallest  unit  is  some 
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actual  seed,  such  as  the  old  English  barleycorn,  of  which  twenty- 
four  made  a  pennyweight.  The  same  natural  unit  was  familiar  to 
the  Greeks  and  Romans.  Some  of  our  modem  standards  of 
weight  and  capacity  can  be  traced  back  to  those  of  antiquity }  for 
instance,  the  pound  and  ounce,  gallon  and  pint,  come  from  Roman 
weights  and  measures. 

It  is  interesting  to  trace  the  beginnings  of  time  reckoning  and 
of  that  most  important  institution,  the  calendar.  Some  savage 
peoples  distinguish  the  passage  of  time  only  by  days  calcuUtion 
and  nights.  The  Eskimo,  for  example,  counts  by  so  of  time;  the 
nuny  "  sleeps."  A  longer  cycle  of  time  was  found  in  ™®'^*^- 
the  lunar  month,  the  interval  between  two  new  moons  (about 
twenty-nine  days,  twelve  hours).  Most  primitive  tribes  reckon  by 
"  moons."  The  importance  of  the  moon  for  the  calendars  of  the  an- 
cient Eg3rptians  and  Babylonians  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  among 
the  former  the  hierogljrph  for  "  month  "  was  represented  by  a 
crescent  moon,  and  among  the  latter,  by  the  regular  use  of  the 
sign  for  thirty  to  indicate  the  moon  god.  In  nearly  all  the  lan- 
guages of  early  European  peoples,  the  names  for  moon  and  month 
were  once  the  same. 

Twelve  lunar  months  give  us  the  lunar  year  of  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty-four  days.  In  order  to  adapt  such  a  year  to  the 
different  seasons,  the  practice  arose  of  inserting  a 
thirteenth  month  from  time  to  time.  Such  awkward 
calendars  were  used  in  antiquity  by  the  Babylonians,  Jews,  and 
Greeks;  in  modern  times  by  the  Arabs  and  Chinese.*  The 
Egyptians  were  the  only  people  in  the  Old  World  to  frame  a 
solar  year.  It  consisted  of  twelve  months,  each  containing  thirty 
days,  with  five  extra  days  at  the  end.  of  the  year.  This  calendar 
was  taken  over  by  the  Romans,  who  added  the  system  of  leap  years. 
It  has  since  been  adopted  by  most  civilized  countries.* 

1  The  Chinese  lunar  calendar  was  abandoned  for  the  solar  calendar  in  191a, 
when  the  oldest  empire  in  the  world  became  the  youngest  republic. 

*  The  Mexican  solar  year,  the  only  one  to  be  used  in  the  New  World,  also  con- 
sisted of  three  hundred  and  sixty  days  with  five  more  added  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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The  week  seems  to  have  arisen  simply  as  a  convenient  division 

of  the  lunar  month.    Thus  the  very  common  ten-day  week  was 

probably  suggested  by  the  three  aspects  of  the  moon 

TIM  W66k» 

in  the  waxing  crescent,  the  more  or  less  full  disk,  and 
the  waning  crescent.  Ten-day  periods  were  familiar  to  peoples  so 
distant  from  one  another  as  the  New  Zealanders,  the  Peruvians, 
the  Egyptians,  and  the  Greeks.  Weeks  of  eight  days  were  used 
in  antiquity  by  the  Romans. 

The  seven-day  week  almost  certainly  arose  from  a  recognition 
of  four  lunar  phases  —  new  moon,  first  quarter,  full  moon,  and 
The  seven-  i^^  quarter.  Many  primitive  peoples  who  have  no 
day  week,  true  weeks,  nevertheless  watch  the  changes  of  the 
moon  and  employ  them  as  a  convenient  means  of  noting  the  pas- 
sage of  time.  The  Babylonians,  at  a  very  early  period,  divided 
their  months  into  seven-day  cycles,  of  which  the  last  would  contain 
more  than  seven  days,  since  there  are  more  than  twenty-eight  days 
in  a  lunar  month.  As  far  as  we  know,  the  Hebrews  were  the  first 
to  employ  a  seven-day  week  which  does  not  follow  the  moon's 
phases,  but  runs  without  interruption  through  the  months  and 
the  years.  The  week  of  seven  days,  named  after  the  sun,  moon, 
and  five  planets,  was  familiar  to  the  Romans  as  early  as  the  first 
century  a.d.     It  has  since  spread  to  every  civilized  land. 

8.  Beginnings  of  Art 

The  study  of  prehistoric  art  takes  us  back  almost  to  the  infancy 
of  mankind.  Many  thousands  of  years  ago  some  savages  dwelt 
Early  draw-  ^^  western  Europe  whose  artistic  productions  have 
ing  and  been  found  in  great  numbers.  They  lived  among 
painting.  animals,  such  as  the  mammoth,  cave  bear,  and  woolly- 
haired  rhinoceros,  which  have  since  disappeared,  and  among 
many  others,  such  as  the   lion  and   hippopotamus,   which  now 

The  supplementary  days  were  thought  unlucky,  and  nothing  was  done  on  them. 
The  likeness  between  the  calendars  of  the  Mexicans  and  Elgyptians  is  only  one 
of  the  remarkable  resemblances  between  these  two  early  civiliEations. 


4  A  Cave  in  France 


Cave  Bear  drawn  oh  a  Pebble     Bison 


Wild  Hurse  on  the  Wall  of  a  Cave  n 
PREHISTORIC  ART 

Laler  be  ;^ctured  an  aurochs  —  later  he  piclured  a  bear  - 
Pictured  Ihe  ubie-loolhed  liger  dragging  a  man  ID  his  lai. 
Pictured  the  mounlainous  mRinmo'li,  hairy,  abhorrent,  ali 
Out  of  the  love  that  he  bore  them,  scribing  Ihem  clearly  oi 
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exist  only   in   warmer  climates.     Armed   with  clubs,  flint  axes, 
and  horn  daggers,  primitive  man  sought  out  these  fierce  beasts 
and  killed  them.    On  fragments  of  their  bones  or  tusks,  or  on 
cavern  walls,  he  amused  himself  by  engraving  and  painting  pictures 
of  his  prey.    Some  of  these  earliest  works  of  art  are  of  remark- 
able excellence.     Evi- 
dently   their    authors 
must  have  been  close 
observers  of  animal  life. 
A  still  later  period 
of  the  Stone  Age  wit- 
nessed the  beginnings 
of  architecture.     Men 

tectuio;  begun   to 

A  Dolmen  dolnwna.  raise  the 


DcpaitmenlorMorbihin,  briiuny. 


huge    dolmens    which 


are  found  in  various  parts  of  the  Old  World,  from  England  to 
India.  A  dolmen  is  a  monument  made  by  laying  one  long 
stone  over  several  other  stones  set  upright  in  the  ground.  It 
formed  a  one-chambered  tomb  which  was  usually  covered  with 
earth  so  as  to  make  a  mound.  Even  the  pyramids  of  Egypt  are 
but  reproductions,  on  a  vaster  scale,  of  such  prehistoric  grave 
mounds. 

In  this  same  Stone  Age  we  find  enormous  stone  pillars,  known 
as  menhirs,  which  often  marked  a  grave.  In  the  French  dis- 
trict of  Brittany,  menhirs  are  very  numerous ;  there 
is  one  place  where  nearly  four  thousand  of  these 
monuments  are  still  standing.  The  menhir  is  the  parent  of  the 
Egyptian  obelisk  and  indeed  of  all  memorial  columns.  Carved 
in  the  semblance  of  a  human  face  and  figure,  the  menhir  became 
a  statue,  perhaps  the  first  that  man  ever  made. 

A  number  of  menhirs  were  sometimes  combined  into  one  im- 
pressive  monument.    A   famous  example   is  Stonehenge,  which 
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was  probably  raised  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  Age  of  Metals. 
Stonehenge  consisted  of  two  circles  of  upright  stones  enclosing 
two  ellipses,  both  open  at  one  end.    Some  of  the 
stones  are  sixteen  feet  high  aod  eighteen  feet  in  cir- 
cumference.   It  is  marvelous  that  men  with  few  tools  and  do  me- 
chanical  devices  could   have    hauled 
them,  and  Ufted  them,  and  put  them 
in  position. ' 

As  we  approach  historic  times,  we 
can  trace  a  steady  improvement  in  the 
various  forms  of  art.  Recent  discover- 
ies in  Egypt,  Greece,  Italy,  and  other 
lands  indicate  that  their  signUcMce 
early  inhabitants  were  able  of  pr«iii»- 
architects,  often  building 
on  a  colossal  scale.  Their  paintings 
and  sculptures  prepared  the  way  for 
the  work  of  later  artists.  Our  survey 
of  the  Dcginnings  of  art  shows  us  that 
in  this  field,  as  elsewhere,  we  must 
start  with  the  things  accomplished  by 
prehistoric  man. 


Carved  Menhik. 


9.    Historic  Peoples 
At  the  dawn  of  history,  the  various  regions  of  the  world  were 
already  in    the    possession  of   many  different   peoples.     Such 
characteristics  as  the  shape  of  the  skull,  the  features    hum  of 
of  the   fece,  stature,  or  complexion,  may  serve  to    ■""■ 
distinguish  one  people  from  another.    Other  grounds   for  dis- 
tinction are  found  in  language,  customs,  beliefs,  and  general 
intelligence. 

■  StonEhnige  b  situaled  on  Salisbury  Plain,  about  nine  miles  torn  the  pleasant 
town  of  SaJiibuiy.    No  traveler  in  England  should  bil  to  visit  this  Impreuive 

nteniorial  o(  a  vanished  people. 
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If  we  consider  physical  differences  only,  it  is  possible  to  classify 
the  world's  inhabitants  into  a  few  large  groups  ot  races.  Each  of 
CUmUc*-  these  groups  occupies,  roughly  speaking,  its  separate 
tionofncea.  area  of  the  globe.  The  most  familial  classification  is 
that  which  recognizes  the  Black  or  Negro  race  dwelling  in  Africa, 
the  Yellow  or  Mongolian  race  whose  home  is  in  central  and  east- 
cm  Asia,  and  the  White  or  Caucasian  race  of  western  Asia  and 


Stonehenge 

Europe.  Sometimes  two  additional  divisions  are  made  by  includ- 
ing,  as  the  Red  race,  the  American  Indians,  and  as  the  Brown 
race,  the  natives  of  the  Pacific  islands. 

These  separate  racial  groups  have  made  very  unequal  progress 
in  c.ulture.  The  peoples  belonging  to  the  Black,  Red,  and  Brown 
Tiu  Whit*  races  are  still  either  savages  or  barbarians  as  were 
"=•■  the  men  of  prehistoric  times.    The  Chinese  and  Jap- 

anese are  the  only  representatives  of  the  Yellow  race  that  have 
been  able  to  form  civilized  states.  In  the  present,  as  in  the  past, 
it  is  chiefly  the  members  of  the  White  race  who  are  developing 
civilization  and  making  history. 

Because  of  differences  in  language,  scholars  iiave  divided  the 
.  .  -  White  or  Caucasian  race  into  two  main  groups,  called 

peangand  Indo-Eurcpeans  and  Semites.*  This  classification  is 
Semite!.  ^ff^^  hclpfiil,  but  the  student  should  remember  that 
Indo-European  and  Semitic  peoples  are  not  always  to  be  sharply 
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distinguished  because  they  have  different  types  of  language. 
Physically,  there  is  no  very  clear  distinction  between  the  two 
groups.  A  clear  skin,  an  oval  face,  wavy  or  curly  hair,  and  regular 
features  separate  both  of  them  from  the  Negro  and  the  Mongolian. 
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The  Indo-Europeans  in  antiquity  included  the  Hindus  of  India, 

the  Medes  and  Persians  dwelling  on  the  plateau  of  Iran,  the 

Greeks  and  Italians,  as  well  as  most  of  the  inhabitants 

PiincipAl 
of  central  and  western  Europe.     All  these  peoples  inao-Euro- 

spoke  related  languages  which  are  believed  to  be  off-  pe*n 
shoots  from  one  common  tongue.^    Of  course,  like-  P*^P*"' 
ness  in  language  does  not  imply  that  all  Indo-Europeans  were  re- 
lated in  blood.     Men  often  adopt  a  foreign  tongue,  as  they  may  a 
foreign  religion  or  custom,  and  pass  it  on  to  their  children. 

us  that  the  members  of  that  group  now  dwell  in  India  and  in  Europe.  Indo-Euro- 
pean peoples  are  popularly  called  "Aryans"  from  a  Sanskrit  word  meaning 
•*  noble." 

^The  likeness  between  the  Indo-European  languages  is  best  illustrated  by  the 
common  words  for  relationship.  Terms  such  as  "  father,"  "  mother,"  "  brother," 
"daughter,"  etc.,  occur  with  slight  changes  of  form  in  nearly  all  the  Indo-Euro- 
pean tongues.  Thus  "  father  "  in  Sanskrit  (the  old  Hindu  language)  \spitar,  in  an- 
cient Persian  i&pidar,  in  Greek,  irar^p  {paier),  in  Latin, /o/^,  and  in  German,  Voter, 
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The  various  Semitic  nations  dwelling  in  western  Asia  and 
Arabia  were  more  closely  connected  one  to  another.  Not  only 
Principal  ^^^  ^^^^  speak  much  the  same  type  of  language,  but 
Semitic  also  in  physical  traits  and  habits  of  life  they  appear  to 

peoples.  jj^^g  been  akin.  The  Semites  in  antiquity  included 
the  Babylonians  and  Assyrians,  the  Hebrews,  Phoenicians,  and 
Arabians. 

At  the  opening  of  the  historic  period,  still  other  parts  of  the  an- 
cient world  were  the  homes  of  various  peoples  who  hardly  can  be 
Peoples  of  classed  as  either  Indo-Europeans  or  Semites.  Among 
uncertain  re-  these  were  the  Egyptians  of  north  Africa  and  the  in- 
utionshlp.  habitants  of  Asia  Minor.  We  must  remember  that, 
during  the  long  prehistoric  ages,  repeated  conquests  and  migra- 
tions had  mingled  the  blood  of  many  different  communities. 
History  has  to  do  with  few  unmixed  peoples. 

10.    The  Historic  Ages 

Recorded  history  —  some  six  thousand  years  in  length  —  may 
be  conveniently  divided  into  three  parts.  Ancient  history  begins 
Ancient  ^i^h  the  Oriental  peoples  which  were   the   first  to 

biatory.  develop  the  arts  of  civilized  life.     At  the  outset  the 

Semites  were  superior  in  civilization  and  power.  The  first  or 
Oriental  period,  therefore,  is  chiefly  a  record  of  the  relations  of 
the  Semitic  nations  with  one  another.  Ancient  history  enters 
upon  its  second  or  Classical  period,  when  the  Greeks,  and  later  the 
Romans,  dwelling  in  the  peninsulas  of  southern  Europe,  secured 
the  supremacy  for  men  of  Indo-European  speech.  Thus  the 
course  of  ancient  history  moves  steadily  from  East  to  West. 

Ancient  history  reaches  its  natural  conclusion  when  classical 
civilization,  developed  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  passed  under 
Medieval  ^^^  control  of  other  Indo-European  peoples.  A  period 
history.  of  over  one  thousand  years — from  the  end  of  the 
fifth  to  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century  —  covers  the  epoch  of 
transition  from  ancient  to  modem  times.    For  lack  of  a  better 
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name  we  call  this  era  the  Middle  Ages  and  describe  its  history  as 
medieval  history.  It  deals  particularly  with  the  nations  of  west- 
em  Europe,  which  had  now  taken  the  leading  place  in  the  world. 
By  the  close  of  medieval  times  the  field  of  history  once  more 
widens.  The  world  of  America  opens  up  to  exploration  and 
settlement.  New  nations  in  new  lands  begin  to  play  Modem 
their  parts  on  the  historic  stage.  These  great  events  Wttory. 
belong  to  modem  history,  the  record  of  the  last  four  hundred  years 
of  human  progress. 

In   this  book  we  shall  concern  ourselves  with  ancient  history 

alone.    We  shall  try  to  learn  something  of  distant  times  and  un- 

£amiliar  peoples,  not  only  because  such  a  study  is  interesting  in 

itself,  but  also  because  it  helps  us  to  understand  the  sources  of  our 

own  civilization.    The  roots  of  the  present,  it  has  been  truly  said, 

lie  deep  in  the  past. 

Studies 

I.  On  an  outline  map  indicate  the  areas  occupied  in  antiquity  by  Semit< 
and  Indo- Europeans.  2.  Find  definitions  for  the  following  terms :  so< 
nation,  state,  government,  institution,  culture,  civilization.  3.  Ex^^n  the 
abbreviations  B.c  and  A.  D.  In  what  century  was  the  yeiar  191 2  B.C|p^e  year 
191 2  A.D.?  4.  What  is  meant  by  tradition?  Why  does  itj/0w  more  and 
more  unreliable  with  the  passage  of  time?  5.  "  Civilizatiotf^Rs  come  riding 
on  a  gun  carriage.*'  Can  you  explain  this  statement  ?  t.»  6.  Distinguish  be- 
tween the  three  stages  of  savagery,  barbarism,  and  c|i11ization,  and  give  ex- 
amples of  existing  peoples  in  each  stage.  7.  Can  you  name  any  sajiages 
still  living  in  the  Stone  Age?  A  What  tt«mtf^ Implements  have  vtfu  ever 
seen?  Who  made  them?  Where  were  tAijfcJf*"  9.  Why  should  jfae  discovery 
of  fire  be  regarded  as  of  more  signi6<JtaAber  than  the  disc^f^^  of  steam? 
10.  Why  has  the  invention  of  the  bow  and  al^jwv  been  of  |preater  importance 
than  the  invention  of  gunpowder?  11.  ttoV  does  #d  presence  of  few 
tamable  animals  in  the  New  Wortt  help  to  accoitei  for  its  tardier  develop- 
ment as  compared  with  the  Old  World?  12.  What  examples  of  pastoral 
and  agricultural  life  among  the  North  American  Indians  are  familiar  to  you? 
13.  Give  examples  of  peoples  wid||y  different  in  tjood  who  nevertheless  speak 
the  same  language.  14.  In  the  classification  nf  mankind  where  do  the 
Arabs  belong?  the  Persians?  th|  Germans?  tfal  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States?  15.  In  what  sense  is  it  true  that  allflividing  lines  in  history  are 
arbitrary  and  artificial?  | 
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11.    CouDtiies  of  Farther  Asia 
Ancient  history  begins  in  the  East  —  in  Asia,  and  in  that  part  of 

A^ca  calJed  Egypt,  which  the  peoples  of  antiquity 

always  regarded  as  belonging  to  Asia. 

If  we  took  at  a  physical  map  of  Asia,  we  see  at  once  how  it 

consists  of  two  very  unequal  divisions  separated   by  an   almost 

continuous  mass  of  mountains  and  deserts.    These     oranddiTl- 

two  divisions  are  Farther  and  Nearer,  or  Eastern  and     ■!»■  of 

Western,  Asia. 

Farther  Asia  begins  at  the  center  of  the  continent  with  a  series 

of  elevated  table-lands  which  rise  into  the  lofty  plateaus  known  as 

the  "Roof  of  the  Worid,"     Here   two  tremendous     p,^^^ 

mountain  chains  diverge.    The  Altai  range  runs  out     gaognpiiy 

to  the  northeast  and  reaches  the  shores  of  the  Pacific     of  f«iUim 

near   Bering  Strait.      The  Himalaya  range   extends 

southeast  to  the  Mai 

tinent     In  the  angli 

and  barren  region  o 

which,  in  some  ptacei 

these  mountains  and 

the  north  into  the  lov 

the  east  and  south  in: 
The  fertile  territo 

streams  Yangtse  and 

wandering  tribes.    T 

than  savages,  if  we 

which  refer  to  a  time 

food,  and  wore  the  s 

We  are  told  how  fire  * 

wood ;  how  the  first '. 

of  trees ;  how  wise  n 

metals,  to  tame  wild  a 

the  art  of  writing  and 
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The  beginnings  of  Chinese  history,  according  to  native  accounts, 
reach  back  nearly  three  thousand  years  before  Christ ;  but  trust- 
Hiitorie  ag*  worthy  records  do  not  go  beyond  looo  B.C.  The 
inChlu.  civihzation  developed  in  antiquity  has  endured  with 
little  change  until  the  present  day.  The  inhabitants  of  neighbor- 
ing countries,  Korea,  Japan,  and  Indo-China,  owe  much  to  this 
civilization.     It  has  exerted  slight  influence  on  the  other  peoples 
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India  was  better  known  than  China,  especially  its  two  great 
rivers,  the  Indus  and  the  Ganges,  which  flow  to  the  southwest  and 
southeast  respectively,  and  make  this  part  of  the  pen- 
insula one  of  the  most  fertile  territories  on  the  globe. 
Such  a  land  attracted  immigrants.  The  region  now  known  as  the 
Punjab,  where  the  Indus  receives  the  waters  of  live  great  streams, 
was  settled  by  light-skinned  I ndo- Europeans '  perhaps  as  early  as 
aooo  B.C.  Then  they  colonized  the  valley  of  the  Ganges  and  so 
brought  all  northern  India  under  their  control. 

India  did    not  remain  entirely  isolated  from  the  rest  of  Asia. 
The  Punjab  was   twice  conquered  by  invaders  from  ttieWestj 
by  the  Persians  in  the  sixth  century  s.c.,'  and  about     india  u'd 
two  hundred  years  later  by  the  G 
of  foreign   rule   India  continue 
its  commerce,  which  introduced 
spices,  and  ivory  among  the  west 
ever,  remained  outside  the  "  Circ 
rum)  familiar  to  the  ancients, 
the  Christian  era,  a  Greek  geo^ 
persons  of  our  nation  have  ever 
visited  it  have  seen  only  a  small  ] 

The  territories  now  known  as 
Scythia*  in  antiquity.  That  pai 
Caspian  Sea  is  watered  by  two 
Oxus  and  the  Jaxartes.  Though  b 
Sea  of  Aral,  the  Oxus  formerly  e 
it  made  an  important  artery  of  trj 
the  far  East  passed  over  the  Casj 

All  this  Trans-Caspian  region 
Lakes  and  rivers  have  disappeii 
valleys  and  once  populous  c 
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1  See  page  35.  *  See  page  6t 

•The  name  Scythia  wai  also  appi 
north  ol  Ibe  Black  Sea. 
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sands  of  the  desert  Before  the  drought  set  in,  some  parts  of 
Scythja  were  seats  of  a  very  ancient  civilization.  Recent  explora- 
ciTiiiiation  tions'  on  the  site  of  Anau,  in  an  oasis  east  of  the  Cas- 
of  Anau.  pian,  have  revealed  evidences  of  a  culture  which  may 
go  back  several  thousand  years  before  Christ.  The  earliest  inhab- 
itants built  their  houses  of  sun-dried  brick,  used  flint  sickles,  and 
made  rude  pottery.  They  cultivated  barley  and  wheat,  and  had 
domesticated  sheep.  The  ruins  of  later  settlements  contain  bones 
of  many  other  domestic  animals,  including  the  horse  and  the  ox, 
and  also  metal  implements,  first  of  copper,  then  of  iron.  All  the 
stages  of'progress  from  barbarism  to  civilization  are  thus  found  on 
this  one  site.  But  the  changes  in  climate  seem  gradually  to  have 
made  the  Trans-Caspian  area  incapable  of  supporting  a  large  pop- 
ulation. During  historic  times  it  formed  the  abode  of  the  wild 
.  .Scythians,  nomadic  tribes  whose  inroads  were  so  much  feared  by 

IS  a  consequence  of  their 
e  very  imperfectly  known  in 
ecent  times  that  such  lands 
«gun  to  open  up  to  western 
In  our  study  of  Oriental 
le  and  confine  ourselves  to 
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:r  of  the  two  great  divisions 
bounded  by  the  Black  and 
I,  by  the  Red  Sea,  Persian 
)  the  south,  eastward  by  the 
the  Mediterranean  and  the 
this  area  played  a  part  in 
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The  lofty  plateaus  of  central  Asia  decline  on  the  west  into  the 
lower  but  still  elevated  region  of  Iran,  inclosed  on  all  sides  by 
mountains.  Iran  is  a  land  of  extremes  where  one  passes 
from  the  frigid  winters  of  the  northern  latitudes  to  the 
torrid  summers  of  the  south ;  from  sheltered  orchard  valleys,  the 
home  of  the  lemon,  the  olive,  and  the  vine,  to  wind-swept  plains 
and  burning  deserts  devoid  of  all  vegetation.  The  great  salt  steppes 
which  make  up  the  central  and  southern  parts  of  Iran  have  never 
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been  fit  for  human  habitation.  West  of  the  desert,  however,  was  a 
productive  and  well-watered  district  belonging  to  the  kindred 
people  called  Medes  and  Persians.  Their  country  lay  high  above 
sea  level,  and  possessed  a  cold  and  bracing  climate.  It  was  a  fit 
nursery  for  those  warlike  shepherds  who  were  one  day  to  become 
the  lords  of  Asia. 

The  Iranian  table-land  rises  toward  the  northwest  into  the  wild 
and  rugged  plateau  of  Armenia.  It  contains  many  extinct  vol- 
canoes, the  lotliest  of  which  is  the  gigantic  snow- 
covered  mass  of  Great  Ararat,  seventeen  thousand  feet 
high.*  On  the  northern  border  of  Armenia  the  chain  of  the 
Caucasus  lies  like  a  massive  wall  between  Asia  and  Eiirope.     The 

1  The  Armenians  believe  Ihat  Ararat  Is  Ihe  mountain  on  which  the  ark  rested 
after  the  Flood  (Gmtsii,  vlii,  4).    Their  name  for  it  is  still  "  Noah's  MouDtaiD." 
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pass  at  its  center,  called  the  Caucasian  Gates,  from  prehistoric 
times  has  been  an  important  highway  between  the  two  con- 
tinents. 

To  the  west  of  Armenia,  the  Taurus  range  thrusts  itself  be- 
tween the  Black  Sea  and  the  Mediterranean,  and  forms  the  centra] 
mass  of  Asia  Minor.  Few  mountain  chains  have 
exerted  a  more  important  influence  on  history  than 
the  Taurus.  It  served  for  centuries  as  an  almost  impassable  barrier 
separating  Asia  Minor  from  the  adjacent  East.  The  peninsula 
of  Asia  Minor  belongs^  in  fact,  nearly  as  much  to  Europe  as 
to  Asia.  It  has  always  been  a  natural  link  between  the  two 
continents. 

A  second  peninsula,  that  of  Arabia,  may  be  regarded  as  the  link 

between  Africa  and  Asia.     North  Arabia  was  probably  the  original 

home  of  the  Semites,^  whence  they  found  their  way, 
AiAbift. 

before  the  dawn  of  history,  into  the  adjoining  lands. 

South  Arabia,  at  an  early  date,  was  the  seat  of  a  powerful  kingdom, 
one  of  whose  rulers,  the  "  Queen  of  Sheba,"  visited  the  Hebrew 
monarch  Solomon.*  Arabia,  however,  lay  beyond  the  main  cur- 
rents of  Oriental  life.  Its  pastoral  peoples  were  little  dis- 
turbed by  their  more  enterprising  neighbors  on  the  north  and 
west 

These  four  countries  of  Nearer  Asia  were  not  well  fitted  to  be- 
come centers  of  early  civilization.    They  possessed  no  great  rivers 
which  help  to  bring  people  together,  and  no  broad, 
geographi-      fertile  plains  which  support  a  large  population.     Ar- 

cal  condi-  menia  and  Asia  Minor  were  broken  up  into  small  dis- 
tions. 

tricts  by  forbidding  chains  of  mountains.     Iran  and 

Arabia  were  chiefly  barren  deserts.     But  two  other  divisions  of 

Nearer  Asia  resembled  distant  India  and  China  in  the  possession 

of  a  warm  climate,  a  fruitful  soil,  and  an  extensive  river  system. 

These  lands  were  Babylonia  and  Egypt,  the  first  homes  of  civilized 

man. 

1  See  page  06.  *  See  z  Kings^  z,  1-13. 
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13.    Babylonia:  the  Tigris-Euphrates  Valley 

Two  famous  rivers  rise  in  the  remote  fastnesses  of  Armenia — 
the  Tigris  and  the  Euphrates.    As  they  flow  southward,  the  twin 
streams  approach  each  other  to  form  a  common  valley,  ^^  Tidt 
and  then  proceed  in  parallel  channels  for  the  greater  and  the 
part  of  their  course.     In  antiquity  each  river  dis-  ^ophratee. 
charged  its  water  into  the  Persian  Gulf  by  a  separate  mouth.     This 
Tigris-Euphrates  valley  was  called,  by  the  Greeks,  Mesopotamia, 
"  the  land  between  the  rivers."  ^ 

Lower  Mesopotamia  contains  the  flat  land  of  Babylonia.  It  has 
been  won  by  the  rivers  from  the  sea.  Every  year  the  Tigris  and 
Euphrates  carry  down  m^ch  soil  from  the  Armenian, 
hills  and  deposit  it  in  the  Persian  Gulf.  Babylonia 
now  is  about  Ave  hundred  and  flfty  miles  in  length ;  and  it  con- 
tinues to  grow  at  the  rate  of  about  three  miles  a  century.  But  if 
the  rivers  can  create,  they  can  also  destroy.  They  are  given  to 
disastrous  inundations  against  which  the  ancient  inhabitants  had 
to  guard  by  dikes  and  ditches.  In  modem  times  the  works  of 
irrigation  and  drainage  have  fallen  into  decay.  Once  fertile 
regions  are  a  dreary  wilderness  of  marsh  and  sandy  waste.' 

Babylonia  is  a  remarkably  productive  country.  The  annual 
inundation  of  the  rivers  has  covered  its  once  rocky  bottom  with 
deposits  of.  rich  silt.  Crops  planted  in  such  a  soil,  productions 
under  the  influence  of  a  blazing  sun,  ripen  with  of  Babylonia, 
great  rapidity  and  yield  abundant  harvests.  "  Of  all  the  countries 
that  we  know,"  says  an  old  Greek  traveler,  "  there  is  no  other  so 
fruitful  in  grain."*  Wheat  and  barley  were  perhaps  first  domesti- 
cated in  this  part  of  the  world.*     Wheat  still  grows  wild  there. 

^  Modern  geographers  now  include  as  Mesopotamia  all  the  territory  between  the 
mountains  of  Iran  on  the  east  and  the  deserts  of  Arabia  and  Syria  on  the  west. 

^English  engineers  employed  by  the  Turkish  government  began  in  1909  the 
huge  task  of  restoring  the  ancient  irrigation  works.  The  result  of  this  work  will  be 
to  bring  into  cultivation  several  million  acres  of  land  capable  of  producing  immense 
crops  of  wheat  and  cotton. 

*  Herodotus,  i,  193.  *  See  page  la. 
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Though  Babylonia  possessed  no  forests,  it  had  the  wonderful  date- 
palm,  which  needed  scarcely  any  cultivation.  The  fruit  was  used 
in  a  variety  of  ways  for  food,  while  the  stem,  leaves,  and  fibers 
were  also  turned  to  account.  If  the  alluvial  soil  yielded  little 
stone,  clay,  on  the  other  hand,  was  everywhere.  Molded  into 
brick  and  afterwards  dried  in  the  sun,  the  clay  became  adobe, 
the  cheapest  building  material  imaginable. 

In  Babybnia  Nature  seems  to  have  done  her  utmost  to  make  it 

easy  for  people  to  gain  a  living.  We  can  understand, 
an  early  therefore,  why  from  prehistoric  times  men  have 
eentet  of        gathered  in  this  region,  and  why  it  is  here  that  we  must 

look  for  one  of  the  earliest  seats  of  civilization.' 

14.    Early  Babylonian  History  (to  about  1600  B.C.) 

When  we  catch  our  first  glimpse  of  the  Babylonians,  some  three 

or  four  thousand  years  before  the  Christian  era,  we  find  that  they 

are  already  a  mixed 

people.      Ages    be- 

bihabiUnta     ^°^^   ^^^ 

ofBaby-         historic 

"""^  curtain 

rises  many  different 

races  had  met  and 

SEAi  OF  s.,oo»  I  mingled  onthe  broad 

Mesopotamian  plain. 

The  Semites,  who  entered  the  land  and  imposed  their  language 

upon  its  inhabitants,  were  but  the  last  of  a  long  series  of  invaders. 

The  earliest  Babylonian  records  take  us  back  to  a 

I  parceled  out  among  a 

*™^  number  of  independent  states,  each  with  its  capital 

city,  its  patron  god,  and  its  king.    Of  their  history  we  possess  little 

III  is  interesllng  lo  nole  thai  Hebrew  tiadltion  (Gentii't.  a,  g-15)  places  Psr». 
dise,  Ihe  garden  of  God  and  original  home  of  man,  in  soulhem  Babylonia.  Tbo 
■ndeal  name  for  this  disirici  was  Edia  [EdenJ. 
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detailed  knowledge.  The  political  annals  mainly  tell  of  ceaseless 
efforts  on  the  part  of  each  little  community  to  win  dominioo  over 
its  neighbors. 

One  of  the  most  famous  rulers  of  this  period  was  Sargon  I,  a 
king  of  Agade  in  northern   Babylonia.     As  with  other  national 
heroes,  legends   gathered   about 
his  name.     It  was  told  how  his 
mother,  a  royal  prin-  s^,^,^ 
cess,  concealed  his  aboat 
birth  by  placing  him  ^S^BX. 
in  a  rush  basket  closed  with  pitch, 
and  sent  him  adrift,  like  another 
Moses,  on  the  river.    A  kindly 
water-carrier   rescued    the    babe 
and  reared  it  as  his  own  child. 
The  foundling  in  after  years  be- 
came a  powerful  monarch  who 
brought  all  the  Tigris- Euphrates 
valley  under  his  sway.    Tradition 
declares  that  he  carried  his  vic- 
torious arms  to  Syria  and  ruled    monumeht 
over  "  the  countries  of  the  sea  of 
the  setting  sun."     If  this  is  true, 
then  Sargon  was  the  first  of  the 
world  conquerors,  and  his  empire 
the  earliest  known  to  history. 

Another  great  Babylonian  king    cKfcwetiiMitdunScoiunuuon.ibei*- 

,.{,■■  vent  side  of  ihe  nionuin=nL 

was  Hammurabi.     Some  mscnp- 

tions  still  remain  which  recite  how  he  freed  his  country  from 
foreign  invaders  and  made  his  native   Babylon   the  Hmnunurabi 
capital   of  the  entire   land.      Henceforth   this  city  about 
became  the  real  center  of  the  Euphrates  valley,  to  '*>'B.C. 
which,  indeed,  it  gave  its  name.     Hammurabi  is  said  to  have  con- 
quered western  Asia,  &om  the  Persian  Gulf  to  the  Meditenanean. 
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Hammurabi  was  more  than  a  conqueror.  He  was  also  an  able 
statesman,  who  sought  to  develop  the  territories  his  sword  had 
trhmrffp^  of  ^OQ«  H^  ^^S  great  canals  to  distribute  the  waters  of 
Hammti-  the  Euphrates,  and  built  huge  granaries  to  store  the 
rale,  ^heat  against  a  time  of  famine.  In  Babylon  he  raised 
splendid  temples  and  palaces.  For  his  entire  empire  he  published 
a  code  of  laws,  the  oldest  in  the  world.  Its  wise  and  humane  reg- 
ulations show  what  an  advance  in  civilization  had  been  accomplished 
at  this  early  date.^  By  making  Babylonia  so  strong  and  flourishing, 
Hammurabi  was  able  to  extend  her  influence  in  every  direction.' 

The  successors  of  Hammurabi  continued  for  several  centuries 
to  rule  in  peace  and  prosperity  over  their  extensive  realm.  At 
Decline  of  length,  however,  their  power  began  to  decline.  In  the 
BabylonU.  west.  Babylonia  lost^  control  over  the  Mediterranean 
lands.  In  the  north,  the  subject  city  of  Assur  threw  ofT  its  alle- 
giance and  founded  an  independent  state,  known  as  Assyria. 
Babylonia  itself  was  invaded  by  the  Hittites,  who  entered  from 
the  northwest.  Though  kings  still  reigned  at  Babylon,  their 
empire  passed  away. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  distant  valley  of  the  Nile  another  state  had 
A  rival  heen  gradually  coming  into  view.     Egypt,  by  1600 

•ute.  B.C.,  stood  ready  to  grasp  the  imperial  power  now 

laid  down  by  Babylonia. 

16.    Egypt:  the  Valley  of  the  Nile 

West  of  Arabia  and  the  Red  Sea  the  desert  of  Sahara  extends 
to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Here  and  there  its  barren  sands  contain 
E^ypt  an  green  oases,  formed  by  the  surface  water  collecting  in 
o*^»'  depressions  of  the  ground.     Of  these  oases,  the  most 

extensive  is  Egypt  —  the  long  and  narrow  valley  through  which  the 
Nile  finds  a  way  to  the  sea. 

1  See  page  90. 

S  Hammurabi  has  especial  interest  for  us  because  he  is  bellevea  to  hare  been  a 
contemporary  of  the  patriarch  Abraham.  As  "  Amraphel.  king  of  Shinar/*  he  is 
thought  to  be  mentioned  in  an  early  Hebrew  narrative  {Gefusis,  chap.  xiv). 
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The  Nile  is  the  longest  of  the  great  African  rivers.  Rising  in 
the  Nyanza  lakes  of  central  Africa,  that  mighty  stream,  before 
entering  Egypt,  receives  the  waters  of  the  Blue  Nile  conne  of 
near  the  modem  town  of  Khartum.  From  this  point,  as  the  Nile ; 
the  Nile  passes  through  the  country  anciently  known  as  Ethiopia. 
Ethiopia,*  its  course  is  broken  up  by  a  series  of  five  rocky  rapids, 
misnamed  cataracts,  which  can  be  shot  by  boats.  So  the  river  be- 
came a  highway  along  which  the  gold,  ivory,  ostrich  feathers,  and 

>  Modem  Nubia  is  included  within  the  limits  of  ancient  Ethiopia, 
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aromatic  gums  of  the  South  were  from  early  times  brought  down 

into  Egypt. 

The  cataracts  cease  near  the  island  of  Philae,  and  Upper  Egypt 

begins.     This  is  .a  strip  of  fertile  territory  about  five  hundred  miles 

in  length,  but  averaging  only  eight  miles  in  width. 
Upper  And 
Lower  Not  far  from  modern  Cairo  the  hills  inclosing  the 

Egypt.  vaUey   fall   away,   the   Nile   divides   into    numerous 

branches,  and  Lower  Egypt,  or  the  Delta,^  begins.     The  sluggish 

stream  passes  through  a  region  of  mingled  swamp  and  plain,  and 

at  length  by  three  principal  mouths  empties  its  waters  into  the 

Mediterranean. 

Egypt  owes  her  existence  to  the  Nile.  All  Lower  Egypt  is  a 
creation  of  the  river  by  the  gradual  accumulation  of  sediment  at 
Egypt  the  ^*^  mouth.  Upper  Egypt  has  been  dug  out  of  the 
**  ^ft  of  the  desert  sand  and  underlying  rock  by  a  process  of 
erosion  centuries  long.  Once  the  Nile  filled  all  the 
space  between  the  hills  that  line  its  sides.  Now  it  flows  through 
a  thick  layer  of  alluvial  mud  deposited  by  the  yearly  inundations. 

The  Nile  begins  to  rise  in  June  when  the  snows  melt  on  the 
Abyssinian  hillsides.  High-water  mark,  some  thirty  feet  above  the 
Annual  ordinary  level,  is  reached  in  September.    Then  the 

inandation  inhabitants  make  haste  to  cut  the  confining  dikes  and 
oftheNUe.  ^^  spread  the  fertilizing  water  over  their  fields. 
Egypt  takes  on  the  appearance  of  a  turbid  lake,  dotted  here  and 
there  with  island  villages  and  crossed  in  every  direction  by  high- 
ways elevated  above  the  flood.  Late  in  October  the  river  begins 
to  subside,  and  by  December  has  returned  to  its  normal  level.  As 
the  water  recedes  it  deposits  that  dressing  of  fertile  vegetable  mold 
which  makes  the  soil  of  Egypt  perhaps  the  richest  in  the  world.* 

1  Two  main  arms  of  the  Nile  bound  Lower  Egypt  on  the  east  and  west,  giving  it  the 
form  of  a  triangle.  The  Greeks  saw  in  this  a  resemblance  to  their  letter  Delta  (a) 
inverted,  and  called  the  country  by  that  name.  The  term  "delta"  is  now  applied 
to  all  river  mouths  which  are  similarly  divided  into  several  branches. 

3  The  problem  of  regulating  the  Nile  inundation  so  as  to  distribute  the  water  for 
irrigation  when  and  where  it  is  most  needed,  has  been  solved  by  the  building  of  the 
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It  was  by  no  accident  that  Egypt,  like  Babylonia,  became  one 
of  the  first  homes  of  civilized  men.     Here,  as  there,  every  coodi- 

tion  made  it  easy  for  people  to  live  and  thrive.     Food  „ 

■*        ^    ^  Egypt  an 

was  cheap,  for  it  was  easily  produced.    The  peasant  aaiiy  untn 
needed  only  to  spread  his  seed  broadcast  over  the  MciTUiia- 
muddy  fields  to  be  sure  of  an  abundant  return.    The 
warm,  dry  climate  enabled  him  to  get  along  with  little  shelter  and 
dothing.     Hence  the  inhabitants  of  this  lavored  region  rapidly  in- 


creased in  number  and  gathered  in  populous  towns  and  cities. 
At  a  time  when  most  of  their  neighbors  were  still  in  the  darkness 
of  the  prehistoric  age,  the  Egyptians  had  begun  to  make  history. 

16.    Early  Egyptian  History  (to  about  1600  B.C.) 

The  origin  of  the  people  whom  we  call  Egyptians  is  shrouded 

in  mystery.     In  physical  characteristics  they  certainly  resembled 

Auiun  dBin.  It  lies  across  Ihe  head  of  Ihe  first  calaracl  Tor  a  distance  of  a  mile 
and  a  quarter,  and  creates  a  lake  340  miles  in  length.  This  gigantic  work  was 
completed  in  1913  by  the  British  officials  who  now  control  Egypt. 
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the  native  tribes  of  north  and  east  Africa.    Their  language,  liow- 
InhaUtuita     tvcT,  shows  close  kinship  to  the  Semitic  tongues  of 
of  Egypt.       western   Asia  and  Arabia.     It  is  probable  that  the 
historic  Egyptians  arose  from  the  mingling  of  several  alien  peoples. 
At  a  very  remote  period  the  Nile  valley  was  settled  by  primitive 
folk,  still  in  the  Stone  Age,  but  already  with  the  rudiments  of  civ- 
ilization. They  made 
Pi«u«t<»te     beautiful 
eta  In  tools  of 

^«yP*-  polished 

flint,  and  later  of 
copper  and  bronze; 
they  fashioned  pot- 
tery, built  houses  and 
temples,  sailed  boats 
on  the  Nile,  and  tilled 
the  soil.  They  had 
even  learned  to  live 
in  tiny  states  like 
^VHr"^"^     those  of  ancient 

ih  of  the  Eiodui 

TWO  F*«o<;s  PHAaAOHs  Babytonia.     By  4000 

B.C,  these  independ- 
ent communides  had  been  gathered  into  two  kingdoms,  one  in  the 
Delta,  the  other  in  the  valley  above.  All  this  progress  falls  within 
the  prehistoric  period. 

The  history  of  Egypt  properly  commences  with  the  union  of  the 
two  kingdoms  of  Upper  and  Lower  Egypt  under  Menes.    An  an- 
cient tradition  made  him  the  builder  of  Memphis,  near 
MetlM,  Ung 

ot  Bgypt,      the  head  of  the  DelU,  and  the  founder  of  the  Egyptian 
•boot  monarchy.     Scholars  once  doubted  these  exploits  and 

^^    '  even  regarded  Menes  himself  as  mythical.     Now  his 

very  tomb  has  been  discovered.'    In  the  gray  dawn  of  history 
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Menes  appears  as  a  real  personage,  the  Urst  of  that  long  line  of 
kings  who  for  three  thousand  years  reigned  over  the  land  of  Egypt. 
Several  centuries  after  Menes  we  reach  the  period  of   the 
Pharaohs '  who  raised  the  pyramids.*    Probably  no  other  rulers 
have  ever  stamped  their  memory  so  indelibly  on  the  The  prra- 
pages  of  history  as  the  builders  of  these  mighty  struc-  '^'  '•"'"- 
tures.    The  most  celebrated  monarch  of  this  line  was  joolj-jgoo 
the  Pharaoh  whom  the  Greeks  called  Cheops.     His  B.C. 
features  are  preserved  for  us  in  an  tvory  statuette  recently  db- 


The  Great  Pvramw 

Tbe  nmald  vheii  cooptetRl  hid  i  hcighi  at  4B1  f«t    II  u  nw  4]i  ftt  lu|lu    Ittbue 

UDl.  The  fuini  of  polubcd  lloiu:  wu  puliully  removsl  fai  buildin)  puipoui  by  Ihe  Anb>. 
On  the  iwrtherD  ftv^  of  the  pyrmmid  ■  nariow  eumacc,  once  CHicTuU/  concealed,  Dpciu  idla 
tonuoua  puAAgo  which  Lead  10  the  ccmnl  tkuIi.  Here  the  tarcophjtgut  of  the  kini  vblb 
piic4d.    Thii  chjunbcr  wu  long  unce  enteivd  uid  iu  coatenu  nlled. 

covered.  It  reveals  an  individual  of  enormous  energy  and 
strength  of  will  —  a  man  "  every  inch  "  a  king.  The  Great  Pyra- 
mid which  he  erected  for  his  tomb  remains  a  lasting  witness  to 

probabljr  that  of  Menes.  wfts  found  by  J.  de  Morgan  In  1896.  Similar  tombs  of 
•uccetiori  of  Menes  were  npened  at  Abydos  by  W.  M,  F.  Peirie,  in  1B99-1903. 

ITheTrard  "  pharaoh,"  which  comes  to  U3  from  the  Bible,  is  derived  from  an 
Egypdui  term  meaning  "  the  great  house"  —  a  common  designation  of  the  king. 

>T1ie  pyramids  rise  from  the  plain  of  Ciich  near  the  site  of  ancient  Memphis. 
They  may  be  easily  reached  by  eiecnic  cars  from  Cairo,  the  present  lapital  of 

Egypt- 
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hi3  power.  Though  we  know  little  of  Cheops  and  his  successors, 
the  Egypt  over  which  they  ruled  must  have  been  the  home  of  a 
highly  gifted  and  civilized  people. 

For  a  long  time  after  the  epoch  of  the  pyramid  builders  the 
annals  of  Egypt  furnish  a  record  of  quiet  and  peaceful  prog- 
^jj^jj^  ress.  The  old  city  of  Memphis  gradually  declined 
pyiuoid  in  importance,  and  Thebes  in  Upper  Egypt  became 
bnUden.  ji,g  capital.  The  Pharaohs  of  this  era  no  longer  raised 
useless  pyramids,  but  aimed  rather  to  improve  their  dominions. 


The  Great  Sphinx 

■h»dea  >nd  Ikin-bodiect,  i>  h»n  from  the  nilunl  mk.  Tbe 
pawi  }a  [cci,  ihe  hud  Jo  («1,    The  bei|h[  (lom  the  bue  uj 

£jiceplforiuh«adBiidihoiilden,  the  lifUK  hut  becu  buried  foi 
ccntunei  in  Ihe  dcKit  hdiL  The  eyei,  nine,  and  beard  biyt  ben  mutilated  by  the  Anbi. 
The  bee  I>  probably  that  oT  one  of  the  pyramid  1iin|i. 

Perhaps  their  most  notable  achievement  was  the  construction  in 
the  Fayum  of  a  vast  reservoir,  known  as  Lake  Moeris,  to  hold  the 
surplus  waters  of  the  Nile  at  the  time  of  inundation.  The  mod- 
ern dam  at  Assuan  recalls  this  ancient  feat  of  engineering. 

The  vigorous  civilization  growing  up  in  Egypt  was  to  suffer  a 
sudden  eclipse.  About  1800  it.c.  barbarous  tribes  from  western 
Asia  burst  into  the  country  through  the  Isthmus  of  Suez,  and  settled 
in  the  Delta.    The  Uyksos,  as  they  are  usually  called,  were  able  to 
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extend  their  sway  over  all  Egypt.     At  first  they  ruled  harshly, 

plundering  the  cities  and  enslaving  the  inhabitants,  but  in  course 

of  time  the  invaders  adopted  Egyptian  culture  and 

Rule  of  tb« 
their  kings  reigned  like  native  Pharaohs.    The  Hyksos  Hykw*, 

are  said  to  have  introduced  the  horse  and  military  ■*»<"'*  »*»- 

chariot  into  Egypt.    A  successful  revolt  at  length 

expelled  the  intruders,  and  set  a  new  line  of  Thebao  roonarchs  on 

the  throtae. 

17.    The  Egyptian  Empire  (about  1600-1100  B.C.) 

The  overthrow  of  the  Hyksos  marked  a  new  era  in  the  history 

of  Egypt.     From  a  home-loving  and  peaceful  people,  the  Egyp- 


tians became  a  warlike 


Egypt  «i 


race,  ambitious  for  glory,  world  pt 
The  Pharaohs  raised  powerful  armies, 
overran  Ethiopia  and  Syria,  and 
by  extensive  conquests  created  an 
Egyptian  Empire,  reaching  from  the 
Nile  to  the  Euphrates.  For  several 
centuries  Egypt  succeeded  Babylonia 
in  supremacy  over  the  Syrian  states 
of  western  Asia.' 

This  period  of  the  imperial  great- 
ness of  Egypt  is  the  most  splendid 
in  its  history.   An  exten-  i„p^^ 

sive  trade  with  Cyprus,  apiendotof 

„    _  J     .,        »,    ,     E^TBt  Tell-zl-amarsa  Tablet 

Crete,  and  other  Med-  *6''*- 

iterranean  islands  introduced  many  foreign  luxuries.  The  con- 
quered territories  in  Syria  paid  a  rich  tribute  of  the  precious 
metals,  merchandise,  and  slaves.  The  forced  labor  of  thousands 
ofwarcaptivesenabledthe  Pharaohs  to  build  public  works  in  every 

■  Much  tight  hai  been  thrown  on  this  period  by  the  fartunale  discovery  in  1887- 
1888  of  the  Tell-el-Amarna  tablets.  Many  oflhem  consisl  of  ieiters  written  beiweea 
1400  and  1300  B.C.  to  Ihe  Pharaohs  by  (heir  lubjcct  princes  in  Syria.  All  the  lellera 
employ  the  Babylonian  language  and  scripL 


46  The  Lands  and  Peoples  of  the  East 

part  of  their  realm.     Even  the  ruins  of  these  stupendous  structures 
are  enough  to  indicate  the  majesty  and  power  of  ancient  Egypt. 

Of  all  the  conquering  Pharaohs,  none  won  more  fame  than 
Rameses  II.  His  likeness  is  familiar  to  us  from  many  statues. 
RunaHsn  ^'^  weil- preserved  mummy, 
mbrat  iag>-  after  many  strange  adventures 
1335  B.C.  ju  (jjg  (.Qurse  of  thirty  centuries, 
now  rests  quietly  in  an  Egyptian  museum. 

Rameses  ruled  for  nearly  seventy  years. 
A  whole  cycle  of  legends  clustered  about 
his  name.    He  was  even  said  to  have  made 
campaigns  reaching  to  the  very  ends  of  the 
world.    As  a  matter  of  sober  &ct,  the  mili- 
tary expeditions  of  Rameses  did  not  reach 
lUm«*MlI     beyond  Syria.    His  warfare  there 
■iwuiioi      was  chiefly  with  the   Hittites, 
and  DuUder.    ^^^  ^^^  moved  southward  from 
their  home  in  Asia  Minor  and  sought  to 
establish  themselves  in  the  Syrian  lands. 
This  Pharaoh  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
entirely  successful  against  his  foes.     We  find 
him  at  length  entering  into  an  alliance  with 
"  the  great  king  of  the  Hittites,"  by  which 
An  EcvPTtAN  Statue    their  dominion  over  northern  Syria  was  rec- 
Royri  Muieuin,  Tunn       ognizcd.    The  treaty  between  them  was  in- 
iht  you'thM  RimeKt'll*  It     scribcd  On  the  walls  of  a  temple  at  Thebes, 
ii  proimbiy  •  [liihrui  por-     where  we  may  read  it  to-day,'     In  the  arts 
tvet  produced  by  the  Eiyp-    of  peace  Rameses  achieved  a  more  endur- 
liu  Kuiptor.  jug  i-enown.     He  erected  many  statues  and 

temples  in  various  parts  of  Egypt  and  made  Thebes,  bis  capital, 
the  most  magnificent  city  of  the  age. 

1  The  Hitlile  capital  al  Boghai-keul  In  Asia  Minor  was  excavated  bo  recenltj  aa 
1906-1907.  The  finds  (here  include  a  copy  of  this  famous  Irealy  in  (he  Babylonian 
cuneilonn  script.  The  numerous  inicriplions  in  [he  Hitlile  language  found  in 
Syria  and  Asia  Minor  have  nol  yel  been  deciphered. 
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Ancient  Thebes  stood  on  both  banks  of  the  Nile  and  must  have 
once  covered  a  wide  area.     The  public  buildings,  the  quays,  the 
walls  with  their  "  hundred  gates,"  •  and  the  thousands  _ 
of  bnck    dwelhngs   are    now  represented  by  a   few  teinplBiat 
insignificant  mounds.     But  the  wasting  hand  of  time  Kunak  and 
has  been  kinder  to  the  celebrated  temples  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Nile,  where  lie  the  modem  villages  of  Kamak 
and    Luxor.     The   Temple   of 
AmoD-Ra  at  Karnak  forms  per- 
haps the  most  majestic  ruin  in 
the  world.    Its  crowning  glory 
was  the  Hall  of  Columns,  reared 
by  Seti  I,  and  embellished  by  his 
son,  the  great  Rameses.     Nu- 
merous sculptures  on  the  walls 
record  the  achievements  of  these 
Pharaohs.     From    Karnak    an 
avenue  two  miles  in  length,  once 
lined  with  ram-headed  sphinxes, 
approached   the  Temple   of 
Luxor.   In  front  of  this  Rameses 
set  up  two  beautiful  obelisks  of 
polished   red   granite   covered 
with   hieroglyphic  inscriptions.     'll!7^^hZ™o^^"hL'Zm^^'^ZZ 
One  of  the  obelisks  has  been     Kumeti  II  ™  o«r  ninciy/emnof  .g=.i 
taken   away;*   the    other  still    whaiETOKuiuedia^iieorinuininifioiian, ihi 
stands  in  its  place,  a  lonelysen-     f-«rf'hi;f™™>Ph™t'«till'™>""- 

•^  ^  peel  ot  nuyeiiy  and  pnd*. 

The  western  side  of  the  Nile  does  not  lack  monuments.  Here 
Rameses  built  an  imposing  temple,  the  Ramesseum,  and  placed 
before  it  a  seated  statue  of  himself,  fifty-seven  feet  in  height.     Its 
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huge  fragments  still  strew  the  ground.    Not  far  away  an  earliei 
Pharaoh  set  up  two  gigantic  statues,  of  which  one  has  achieved 
celebrity  as  the  Vocal  MemooD.*    The  Tombs  of'the  Kings,  hol- 
lowed  out    in    the 
sides  of  a  mountain 
near  Thebes,  are 

Oth.r  mona-  "''»  =^ 
hmdU  of  object 
"***•■  ofmuch 
interest  This  royal 
cemetery  is  a  laby- 
rinth of  corridors 
and  chambers.  It 
contained  twenty- 
five  sepulchera  of 
some  of  the  most 
famous  Egyptian 

Rameses  II   was 

the  last  of  the  great 

Pharaohs.  After  his 

death    the    empire 

Central  Avenur,  Hall,  of  Columns,  Kahnak     steadily  declined 

Tbe  hill  nwuuRi  i;o  («t  deep  by  Jig  feet  bisad.    lu  roof  in      Strength.        The 

wu  •upponed  by  a  Mmr.l  .»nue  of  «  n>u.l>e  columns.  «ch  A  .iiat  ir 

6r  fc«  in  heighl  md  33  I««  in  ciitumfcrtnce.     Additional  lup-  Dacllnaof         ^SiailC 

viafihomicoluintu(iiiiii>U)  Egypt  ■«»    pOSSCS- 

away,  never  to  be  recovered.  By  iioo  B.C.,  Egypt  had  been  re- 
stricted to  her  former  boundaries  in  the  Nile  valley.  The 
Persians,  in  the  sixth  century,  brought  the  country  within  their 
own  vast  empire. 

1  The  upper  pari  of  (he  statue  was  thrown  down  by  an  earthquake  In  aj  B.Cn  and 
thereafter  Ihe  headless  trunk  emliied  a)  sunrise  a  curious  musica]  note.  The  phe- 
nomenon was  due  to  the  cracking  of  the  slone,  wet  with  dew.  under  the  suo'i  fierce 
heal.    The  Greeks  identified  Ihe  vocal  statue  wilh  MetnDou,  son  of  Ihe  Dawn,  and 


i  side  of  those  in  Ihe  middle  a 
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18.  Syria  and  the  Syrian  Peoples  (about  1100-900  B.C.) 
Between  Egypt  and  Babylonia  lies  Syria.'  It  has  several 
entrances :  from  Egypt,  across  the  Isthmus  of  Suez ;  from  Baby- 
lonia, by  caravan  routes  through  the  oases  of  Upper 
Mesopotamia ;  from  Asia  Minor,  through  a  pass  la  Syria, 
the  Taurus  range,  called  the  Ciliciaa  Gates. 

Syria,  an  easily  accessible  land,  became  the  great  highway  of 
the  ancient  world.  As  the 
Babylonians  and  Egyptians 
grew  powerful  they  pushed 
over  into  Syria,  o^^^pu. 
there  to  engage  cai  posittoD 
in  many  a  long  ■*  ^^'^■ 
struggle  with  the  Hittites, 
who  coveted  the  same  re- 
gion. The  Syrian  peoples, 
as  a  rule,  were  not  able  to 
preserve  their  independ- 
ence, because  their  country 
was  broken  up  by  rivers  and 
mountains  into  a  number  of 
little  communities.  It  was 
only  when  the  neighbors  of  a  Hittlte  Monument 

Syria    were    weak    that    its        a  bu-nticfat  lbrc«  in  A<U  Minoi.    IlRpnunii 

smaU  states  could  play  a  .  god  »<i  hi.  roj-id  wonhipe,. 

leading  part  on  the  stage  of  Oriental  politics.  By  1 100  b.c,  the 
Hittites  no  longer  ruled  in  Syria,  and  neither  Babylonia  nor  Egypt 
was  strong  enough  to  recover  supremacy  there.  During  the  next 
two  centuries,  the  center  of  ancient  history  shifts  to  the  lands  be- 
tween the  Nile  and  the  Euphrates. 

touriats  from  all  parts  of  the  Roman  Empire  came  lohear  Memnon  sing  at  lunTiie. 
The  Emperor  Seplimiiu  Severus  Ihoughl  to  do  Memnon  honor  by  repairing  his 
slatue.  and  built  up  the  brolcen  part  with  bloclis  or  limestone.  Tbe  effect  was 
disastrous,  for  the  monumenl  once  more  becan->?  dumb. 

1  The  term  Sjiia  is  sometimes  restricted  lo  the  region  north  of  the  Jordan  River, 
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The  Phcenicians  were  Che  first  Syrian  people  to  assume  im- 
portance.   Their  country  was  a  narrow  stretch  of  coast,  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  length,  seldom  more 

PhMlldMDB.  " 

than  twelve  miles  in  width,  between  the  Lebanon 
Mountains  and  the  sea.  This  tiny  land  could  not  support  a  large 
population.  When  the  Phoenicians  grew  in  numbers,  they  were 
obliged  to  betake  themselves  to  the  sea.     The  "  cedars  of  Leba- 


A  PHOiNlcrAN  WaB  GaLLEV 

nevcb  in  the  palaa  of  lh«  Auyriao  king,  SemiKlHrib.  Tlie  vend 
0  deckt.  Od  ihc  upper  deck  arf  loldien  with  iheij  fihields  huiEing 
enliion  ihc  iDoetdeck,  eight  lit  each  lide,    llie  cnb  catching  the 


non  "  furnished  soft,  white  wood  for  shipbuilding,  and  the  deeply 
indented  coast  otfered  excellent  harbors.  Thus  the  Phoenicians 
became  preeminently  a  race  of  sailors.  Their  great  cities,  Sidon 
and  Tyre,  established  colonies  throughout  the  Mediterranean  and 
had  an  extensive  commerce  with  every  region  of  the  known  world. 
The  Aramaeans'  dwelt  east  of  Phcenicia.    Their  chief  center 

1  Their  [lame  survives  in  Aratnaic.  a  language  which  gradually  spread  over 
PaleKine.  Some  parts  of  the  Old  Tesiatnenl,  including  portions  of  Etra  iDd 
Daniel,  are  written  in  Aramaic.  In  the  Ume  of  Chrisl  the  Jews  of  Palestine  used 
It  u  their  ordinary  speech. 
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was  Damascus,  one  of  the  oldest  cities  in  the  world,  and  still  a 
thriving  place.     The  city  is   beautiful  for  situation,  Axamnantof 
lying  on  the  edge  of  the  desert,  but  amid  green  gar-  Damascui. 
dens  and  orchards  watered  by  never  failing  streams.    Damascus, 
not  without  reason,  has  been  called  the  "  pearl  of  the  Orient"  * 

The  Hebrews  iived  south  of  Phoenicia,  in  the  land  afterwards 
known  as  Palestine.  We  enter  it  by  the  Jordan  Kiver.  The  name 
means  "  the  descender,"  an  appropriate  title,  for  after  xhe 
passing  through  the  Lake  of  Galilee,'  the  Jordan  be-  Hebrews, 
comes  a  series  of  swift  rapids  and  at  length  mingles  with  the  salty 
waters  of  the  Dead  Sea,  thirteen  hundred  feet  below  the  level  of 
the  Mediterranean.  The  country  east  of  the  Jordan  and  the 
Dead  Sea  is  a  rocky  tableland  falling  off  abruptly  into  the  Syrian 
Desert  Here  many  nomadic  tribes  have  always  found  a  home. 
The  western  part  of  Palestine,  more  familiarly  known  as  Canaan, 
is  a  varied  region  of  plain  and  mountain.  Canaan  is  barren  and 
unproductive  to-day,  but  in  ancient  times  it  was  described  as  ''  a 
land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey." ' 

19.    The  Hebrews  to  the  Founding  of  the  Monarchy 

The  Hebrews,  as  well  as  the  Phoenicians  and  the  Aramaeans, 
belonged  to  the  Semitic  race.  Their  first  home  was  not  Palestine, 
but  Arabia.  They  were  a  pastoral  folk,  who  depended  ,^^  g^ 
chiefly  on  flocks  and  herds  for  food.  When  one  brewsapaa- 
pasture  was  exhausted,  the  Hebrews  had  to  fold  their  ***^  v^v^9. 
tents  and  start  in  search  of  another.  So  the  people  were  ever 
moving  from  place  to  place,  very  much  as  the  Bedouins  of  modern 
Arabia  and  of  the  Sahara  Desert. 

^  Damascus  is  now  connected  vrith  Beirut  on  the  Mediterranean  by  a  railroad 
line  whicb  crosses  the  Lebanon  range.  The  city  since  1907  has  had  an  electric 
street  railway  and  lighting  plant,  the  first  to  be  built  in  Bible  lands. 

'Also  referred  to  in  the  New  Testament  as  the  Lake  of  Gennesaret  or  the  Sea 
of  Tiberias.  It  is  only  thirteen  miles  in  length.  This  famous  lake,  the  scene  of  so 
many  epbodes  in  the  life  of  Christ,  may  now  be  reached  by  railway. 

*  Exodus,  ^t  8. 
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Long  before  their  history  opens,  some  of  the  Hebrew  tribes  had 
begun  to  emigrate  to  more  fertile  lands.  One  branch  of  the 
Xhe  Hebrews,  the  "  people  from  beyond,"  as  their  neigh- 

Israelites.  bors  called  them,  settled  in  Canaan  west  of  the  Jordan 
River.     They  were  known  as  the  Israelites. 

The  traditions  of  the  Israelites  are  found  in  the  earlier  books 
of  the  Old  Testament.  How  Abraham  journeyed  from  "  Ur  of 
Early  tradi-  ^^^  Chaldees,"  an  ancient  city  on  the  desert  edge  of 
tions  of  Babylonia,  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Canaan  ;  how  his 

Israel.  grandson  Jacob  (or  Israel),  when  a  sore  famine  troubled 

the  land,  Vent  down  into  Egypt  with  all  his  family  and  settled  on 
the  rich  plains  of  the  Delta ;  how  there  his  descendants  dwelt  in 
peace  for  many  generations,  gaining  great  possessions  and  multi- 
plying exceedingly ;  how,  when  the  Egyptians  began  to  vex  them 
with  grievous  burdens,  the  Israehtes  united  under  the  leadership  of 
Moses  and  escaped  to  the  peninsula  of  Sinai ;  how  they  wandered 
for  forty  years  in  the  "  Wilderness  "  until  ready  to  enter  once 
more  the  "  Promised  Land  "  of  Canaan  —  all  this  familiar  tale  is 
embodied  in  a  narrative  of  undying  charm.* 

The  real  history  of  the  Israelites  begins  with  their  settlement  in 
Canaan.  According  to  the  Biblical  account,  they  crossed  the  Jor- 
IsraeUtes  ^^^i^^  under  the  leader  Joshua,  and  after  a  short  struggle 
in  Canaan,  ^^rith  the  inhabitants  made  good  their  footing  in  the 
new  home.  Then  followed  the  formative  period  in  the  growth  of 
their  state.  The  Israelites  gave  up  the  life  of  wandering  shep- 
herds and  became  an  agricultural  people.     They  learned  from  the 

1  Genesis,  xi,  28. 

2  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  Egyptian  records  throw  almost  no  light  upon  the  so- 
journ of  the  Israelites  in  Egypt.  The  settlement  may  have  been  made  during  the 
age  of  the  Hyksos.  The  "  Land  of  Goshen  "  assigned  to  the  Israelites  for  a  home 
has  been  identified  with  the  district  east  of  the  Nile,  between  the  Mediterranean 
and  the  Red  Sea.  Some  scholars  believe  that  the  Pharaoh  of  the  oppression  was 
Rameses  II,  and  that  the  Exodus  took  place  during  the  reign  of  his  son  Memeptah 
(about  1225-1215  B.C.) .  The  mummy  of  Memeptah,  recently  found,  was  unwrapped 
in  1907.  An  inscription  by  this  king,  discovered  at  Thebes  in  1896,  contains  a 
reference  to  the  Israelites,  who  are  represented  as  dwelling  in  Palestine. 
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Canaanites  to  till  the  soil  and  to  dwell  in  towns  and  cities.  At 
the  end  of  this  period  they  had  begun  to  live  in  settled  com- 
munities like  those  of  their  neighbors. 

While  the  Israelites  were  thus  founding  their  state,  they  were 
very  gradually  spreading  over  the  entire  central  plain  of  Palestine. 
Period  of  the  '^^  thorough  conquest  of  the  country  proved  to  be  no 
Judges.  easy  task.    At  first  their  twelve  tribes  formed  only  a 

loose  and  weak  confederacy  without  a  common  head.  *'  In  those 
days  there  was  no  king  in  Israel ;  every  man  did  what  was  right 
in  his  own  eyes."*  The  sole  authority  was  that  held  by  valiant 
chieftains  and  lawgivers  such  as  Samson,  Gideon,  and  Samuel, 
who  served  as  Judges  between  the  tribes,  and  often  led  them  in 
successful  attacks  upon  their  foes.  Among  these  were  the  war- 
like Philistines,  who  occupied  the  southwestern  coast  of  Palestine. 
To  resist  the  Philistines  with  success,  it  was  necessary  to  have  a 
king  who  could  bring  all  the  scattered  tribes  under  his  firm,  well- 
ordered  rule. 

20.    The  Hebrew  Monarchy 

In  Saul, ''  a  young  man  and  a  goodly,"  the  warriors  of  Israel 
found  a  leader  to  unite  them  against  their  enemies.  His  reign 
Saul  the  ^^^  passed  in  constant  struggles  with  the  Philistines, 
flret  king  SauPs  efforts  to  free  the  nation  were  ably  seconded  by 
of  Israel.  j^jg  ^^  Jonathan,  and  by  the  latter's  close  fnend, 
David.  At  length,  however,  the  Israelites  met  with  disaster.  The 
Philistines  triumphed  in  a  great  battle.  The  king  himself,  with 
his  three  eldest  sons,  perished.  On  hearing  the  news,  David  com- 
posed a  lament  full  of  beauty :  "  Thy  glory,  .O  Israel,  is  slain 
upon  thy  high  places !  How  are  the  mighty  fallen !  .  .  •  Saul 
and  Jonathan  were  lovely  and  pleasant  in  their  lives,  and  in  death 
they  were  not  divided."* 

Saul  had  begun  the  nation's  liberation  from  bondage.  David, 
who  followed  him,  completed  the  task  by  utterly  destroying  the 

*  Judges^  xvii,  6,  *  a  Samuel,  i,  X9-23. 
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Philistine  power.^    His  further  conquests  extended  the  boundaries 
of  the  new  state  in  every  direction.    The  Aramaeans,  Reign  of 
together  with  the  peoples  of  Moab  and  Edom^  ac-  J>*^1** 
knowledged  his  sway. 

David  chose  for  a  capital  the  ancient  fortress  of  Jerusalem. 
The  city  occupied  a  strong  position  on  Mount  Zion  in  the  heart 
of  the  hill  country  of  Palestine.  It  lay  close  to  the  jerasalem, 
main  highways  from  Egypt  into  Syria.  It  commanded  ^^  capital, 
nearly  all  the  domain  of  Israel.  An  Old  Testament  writer  declared 
that  Jerusalem  was  placed  ''  in  the  midst  of  the  nations  and  of 
the  countries  round  about  her."*  No  better  site  for  the  new  cap- 
ital could  have  been  found.  Here  David  built  himself  a  royal 
palace,  and  here  he  fixed  the  Ark,  the  sanctuary  of  Jehovah. 
Jerusalem  became  to  the  Israelites  their  dearest  possession  and 
the  center  of  their  national  life.* 

The  reign  of  Solomon,  the  son  and  successor  of  David,  was  the 
most  splendid  period  in  Hebrew  history.     His  empire  stretched 
from  the  Red  Sea  and  the  peninsula  of  Sinai  north-  g^i^nyj^ 
ward  to  the  Lebanon  Mountains  and  the  Euphrates,  aboot  $^- 
With  the  surrounding  peoples  Solomon  was  on  terms  ^ 
of  friendship  and  alliance.     He  married  an  Egyptian  princess,  a 
daughter  of  the  reigning  Pharaoh.     He  joined  with  Hiram,  king 
of  Tyre,  in  trading  expeditions  on  the  Red  Sea  and  Indian  Ocean. 
The  same  Phoenician  monarch  supplied  him  with  the  ''cedars  of 
Lebanon,"  with  which  he  erected  at  Jerusalem  a  famous  temple 
for  the  worship  of  Jehovah.     A  great  builder,  a  wise  administrator 
and  governor,  Solomon  takes  his  place  as  a  typical  Oriental  des- 
pot, the  most  powerful  monarch  of  the  age. 

But  the  political  greatness  of  the  Hebrew  state  was  not  destined 

1  The  name  of  these  ancient  enemies  of  Israel  survives  in  our  word  "  Palestine." 

*  Enekiel,  v,  5. 

*  Jerusalem,  though  under  the  control  of  Turkey,  has  a  large  Jewish  popubtion 
at  the  present  day.  The  city  is  connected  with  Jaffa  on  the  Mediterranean  by  a 
railway,  fifty-five  miles  in  length.  It  crosses  the  plain  of  Sharon,  and  passes  by 
many  places  fomous  in  Biblical  history. 
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to  endure.  Its  people  were  not  ready  to  bear  the  burdens  of 
Secession  of  empire.  They  objected  to  the  standing  army,  to  the 
the  Ten  forced  labor  on  public  buildings,  and  especially  to  the 

about '  heavy  taxes.    The  ten  northern  tribes  seceded  shortly 

935  B.C.  after  Solomon's  death  and  established  the  independent 
kingdom  of  Israel,  with  its  capital  at  Samaria.^  The  two  southern 
tribes,  Judah  and  Benjamin,  formed  the  kingdom  of  Judea,  and 
remained  loyal  to  the  successors  of  Solomon. 

With  their  territory  thus  torn  in  twain,  the  Hebrews  could  not 
resist  the  great  Mesopotamian  powers  which  were  now  recovering 

strength  and  warlike  energy.  First  the  Assyrians, 
the  Hebrew  ^^^^  ^he  Babylonians,  overran  the  country  and  im- 
power  after  posed  their  iron  yoke  on  its  inhabitants.     In  the  end 

it  became  one  of  the  many  provinces  of  Persia. 

21.    The  Empire  of  Assyria  (to  606  B.C.) 

Already  in  our  survey  of  the  Oriental  peoples  we  have  had  oc- 
casion to  mention  the  Assyrians.  Their  country,  east  of  the  Tigris, 
Rise  of  ^^  colonized  at  an  early  date  by  emigrants    from 

Assyria.  Babylonia.  The  decline  of  the  southern  state  after 
1600  B.C.  enabled  Assyria  to  secure  independence.*  The  bold  and 
hardy  inhabitants  then  began  to  spread  over  the  territories  of  their 
neighbors.  The  annals  of  Assyria  tell  a  story  of  constant  warfare 
with  Babylonians,  Hittites,  and  the  Syrian  peoples. 

At  the  middle  of  the  eighth  century  b.c.,  the  empire  founded 
by  the  earlier  Assyrian  kings  had  fallen  into  decay.  Now,  how- 
Greatness  of  ^^^^>  ^  ^^"^  ^^  ^^^®  monarchs  revived  its  waning 
Assyria,  glories  and  raised  Assyria  to  the  zenith  of  her  power 
745-^26  B.C.  ^^^  strength.  Every  Asiatic  state  felt  their  heavy  hand. 
They  created  a  huge  empire  stretching  from  the  Caspian  Sea  to  the 

1  Harvard  University  archeologists,  who  have  begun  to  explore  the  site  of  Sama- 
ria, uncovered  in  T910  the  massive  walls  of  a  palace,  believed  to  be  that  of  King  Abab. 
Even  more  interesting  was  the  discovery  of  about  one  hundred  fragments  of  pottery 
covered  with  ink  writing.  The  inscriptions,  which  belong  to  the  time  of  Ahab 
(about  850  B.C.),  are  the  earliest  Hebrew  writings  ever  found.         <  See  page  38. 
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Persian  Gulf,  the  MediteiraDean,  and  the  Nile.  For  the  tint  time 
in  Oriental  history,  Mesopotamia  and  Egypt,  with  the  intervening 
territory,  were  brought  under  one  government. 

This  unification  of  the  Orient  was  accomplished  only  at  a  fear- 
ful cost.    The  records  of  Assyria  arc  full  of  terrible  deeds — of 
towns  and  cities  with-  ciiMMt.rof 
out  number  given  to  the  AwytUui 
fianaes,  of  the  devasta-  "^' 
tion  of  fertile  fields  and  orchards,  of 
the  slaughter  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  of  the  enslavement  of  entire 
nations.    Assyrian  kings,  in  num- 
erous inscriptions,  boast  of  the  wreck 
and   ruin   they  brought   to   many 
flourishing    lands.    One    of    them 
thus  describes  the  punishment  of  a 
rebellious  place :  "  With  battle  and 
slaughter  I  assaulted  and  took  the 
city.     Three   thousand  -warriors    I 
slew  in  battle.    Their  possessions  I 
carried  away.   Many  of  their  soldiers 
I  took  alive ;  ofsome  I  cut  off  hands      From  »  NiniTti.  bu-niirf.  The 
and  limbs ;  of  others  the  noses,  ears, 

and  arms ;  of  many  soldiers  I  put  out  the  eyes.  I  devastated  the 
city,  dug  it  up,  in  fire  burned  it ;  I  annihilated  it." 

The  treatment  of  conquered  peoples  by  the  Assyrian  rulers  is 
well  illustrated  by  their  dealings  with  the  Hebrews.  One  of  the 
mightiest  monarchs  was  an  usurper  who  ascended  the  sktkod  n, 
throne  as  Sargon  II.  Shortly  after  his  succession  he  7»»-7«5  B.C. 
turned  his  attention  to  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  which  had  revolted. 
Sargon  in  punishment  took  its  capital  city  of  Samaria  (723  B.C.) 
and  led  away  many  thousands  of  the  leading  citizens  into  a  life- 
long captivity  in  distant  Assyria.  The  Ten  Tribes  mingled  with 
the  population  of  that  region  and  henceforth  disappeared  from 
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history.  Such  a  transplanting  of  a  rebeUious  community  served  to 
destroy  the  old  Feelings  of  local  patriotism.  It  was  an  improve- 
ment, perhaps,  on  wholesale  massacre. 

Sargon's  son,  Sennacherib,  though  iK>t  the  greatest,  is  the  best 
known  of  Assyrian  Icings.  His  name  is  familiar  from  the  many 
Sanudwrib,  references  to  him  in  Old  Testament  writings.  An  in- 
7"S-Wi  B.C.  scription  by  Sennacherib  recountsan  expedition  against 
Hezekiah,  king  of  Judea,  who  was  shut  up  "  like  a  caged  bird 


An  Assyrian  Rbliep 
ege  and  upiiire  of  Lachiihi  a  cily  of  the  CuaanLtq,  bj 

in  his  royal  city  of  Jerusalem. "  Sennacherib,  however,  did 
capture  the  place.  His  troops  were  swept  away  by  a  pestilence. 
The  ancient  Hebrew  writer  conceives  it  as  the  visitation  of  i 
straying  angel :  "  It  came  to  pass  that  night  that  the  angel  ol 
Jehovah  went  forth,  and  smote  in  the  camp  of  the  Assyrians  an  hun- 
dred fourscore  and  five  thousand  :  and  when  men  arose  early  in  tht 
morning,  behold,  these  were  all  dead  bodies. "  •  So  Sennacherib  de- 
parted, and  returned  with  a  shattered  army  to  Nineveh,  his  capital. 
1  a  Aiw».  xix,  33- 


Lnnnltwl*        E««t     40     from       Or««nw>eh 
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Although  Assyria  recovered  from  this  disaster,  and  under  sub- 
sequent ruiera  became   more  prosperous  than  ever,   its  empire 
rested  on  unstable  foundations.     The  subject  races  were  attached 
to  their  oppressive  masters  by  no  ties  save  those  of  force.     When 
Assyria  grew  exhausted  by  its  j^^^^  ^ 
career  of  conquest,  they  were  AmtiI*, 
quick  to  strike  a  blow  for  free-  **  °*'- 
dom.    By  the  middle  of  the  seventh  cen- 
tury, Egypt  had  secured  her  independence, 
and  many  other  provinces  were  ready  to 
revolt.    Meanwhile,   beyond  the   eastern 
mountains,  the  Medes  were  gathering  om- 
inously on   the   Assyrian   frontier.    The 
storm  broke  when  the  Median  monarch, 
in  alliance  with  the  king  of  Babylon,  moved 
upon  Nineveh  and  took  possession  of  it. 
A  legend  which  may  not  be  wholly  false 
tells  how  the  last  Assyrian  king,  when  the 
enemy  had  burst  within  the  walls,  collected 
his  treasures  and  his  gods,  his  wives  and 

his  sons,  on  a  vast  funeral  pyre,  and  then    _      _ 

"^  The  Cvlinder  of  Sew- 

gave  himself  and  tbem  to  the  flames,  to  nacherib 

cheat  the  victors  of  their  prey.  BriiUh  Museum,  Landau 

TTie  hatred  of  Assyria,  inspired  by  cen-      *  »u-»dcd  cyiioder  or  lem- 

'       '         ^  '  coru  round  II  Nineveh.   Iicob- 

tunes  of  her  cruelty  and  rapine,  led  to  the  Dim  ■  record  of  ei(hi  yean  of 
utter  destruction  of  the  capital.  "  This  is  ^''""'''^frf'thr'er^f.^ 
the  joyous  city,"  cries  an  old  Dottmctlon  ■««in"HciekLih.kiiigofjera. 
Hebrew  prophet,  in  bitter  ofMlnBTBh.  "'"°' 
scorn,  "  that  dwelt  carelessly,  that  said  in  her  heart,  I  am,  and  there 
is  none  besides  me :  how  is  she  become  a  desolation,  a  place  for 
beasts  to  lie  down  in !  Every  one  that  passeth  by  her  shall  hiss 
and  wag  his  hand." '  So  complete  was  the  annihilation  of  Nineveh 
that  two  centuries  later,  Xenophon,  a  Greek  traveler,  passing  by 

■  ZtpkaKii^,  jl,  15. 
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its  crumbling  ruins,  knew  them  simply  as  the  remains  of  some 
ancient  city  of  forgotten  fame.  Yet  in  our  time,  from  the  shape- 
less mounds  that  mark  its  site,  the  figures  of  Assyrian  kings  have 
risen,  as  it  were,  from  the  grave,  to  tell  us  in  their  very  own  words 
the  story  of  their  conquests  and  victories,  their  cruelty,  their  glory, 
and  their  fall. 

22.    The  Empire  of  Babylonia  (after  606  B.C.) 

Upon  the  break-up  of  the  Assyrian  Empire,  the  victors  at  once 
proceeded  to  divide  the  spoil.  The  share  of  Media  was  Assyria 
Partition  of  itself,  with  the  long  stretch  of  mountain  country  ex- 
Assyria,  tending  from  the  Persian  Gulf  to  Asia  Minor.  Baby- 
lonia obtained  the  western  half  of  the  Assyrian  domains,  including 
the  Euphrates  valley  and  the  S3rrian  coast  lands. 

The  New  Babylonian  Empire  ^  enjoyed  a  brief  career  of  splen- 
dor under  its  king,  Nebuchadnezzar.  During  his  reign  the  rule  of 
Nebochad-  Babylonia  was  firmly  established  throughout  Syria  to 
nezzar,  the  very  borders  of  Egypt.     The  Phoenician  city  of 

604-561  B.C.  j^yjQ  Qj^  its  island  fortress  resisted  a  siege  of  thirteen 
years.  An  Hebrew  writer  describes  in  striking  language  the  length 
and  difficulty  of  the  siege  :  "  Every  head  was  made  bald,  and  every 
shoulder  was  peeled."*  Though  he  never  captured  the  place, 
Nebuchadnezzar  compelled  it  to  pay  tribute. 

The  kingdom  of  Judea,  having  repeatedly  revolted,  met  a 
harder  fate.  In  586  b.c.  Jerusalem  was  taken,  its  temple  burned. 
Captivity  of  ^^^  ^^^  people  carried  into  captivity.  The  anguish 
the  Jews,  of  the  exiles  found  utterance  in  pathetic  verse  :  "  By 
^^^"$39  B.C.  ^i^g  waters  of  Babylon  there  we  sat  down,  yea,  we  wept, 
when  we  remembered  Zion."  *  The  day  of  their  deliverance,  when 
Babylon  itself  should  bow  to  a  foreign  foe,  was  still  far  distant 
Nebuchadnezzar,  in  the  meantime,  ma'de  his  country  one  of  the 
great  powers  in  the  Oriental  world. 

^As  distinguished  from  the  Old  Babylonian  Empire,  which  came  to  an  end 
about  i6oo  B.C.  a  Ezekiel,  xxix,  i8.  «  Psalms,  cxxxvii,  i. 


The  Empire  of  Babylonia  61 

Even  more  notable  than  his  conquests  abroad  were  the  king's 
mighty  works  in  his  own  land.  Nebuchadnezzar  lavished  upon 
Babylon  the  wealth  gained  in  his  many  campaigns.  bj|™i^ 
The  city  lay  on  both  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  which  under  Hebn- 
were  connected  by  a  bridge  and  lined  with  quays.  *''"*°"'"- 
Walls  of  great  height  and  thickness  made  the  city  almost  im- 
pregnable. The  stractures  which  adorned  it  were  worthy  of  the 
metropolis  of  the  world. 


One  of  the  king's  palaces,  probably  now  represented  by  the 
mound  of  Babil,  was  placed  on  an  artificial  embankment  nearly 
one  hundred  feet  high.  The  sides  rose  in  a  series  HomuneDti 
of  terraces  which  were  planted  with  trees  and  shrubs,  ol  Babylon. 
It  is  said  that  Nebuchadnezzar  built  these  Hanging  Gardens, 
or  artificial  hills,  to  please  his  Median  wife,  who  longed  for  the 
mountains  of  her  native  land.  Another  mound,  called  Birs  Nim- 
rud  (Nimrod's  Tower),  near  Babylon,  marks  the  site  of  a  splen- 
did temple  with  eight  stages,  vhich  the  king  repaired  and  fin- 
ished. Tradition  has  always  associated  the  place  with  the  "  Tower 
of  Babel"  of  Hebrew  story. 

These  and  many  other  monuments  made  Babylon  one  of  the 
most  imposing  capitals  of  antiquity.'     Despite  all  its  magnificence, 

'  Eiptorations  on  the  site  of  Babylon  have  been  conducted  since  1B99  by  (he 
German  Oriental  Society.  Large  parts  of  Ihe  temple  area,  as  well  as  sections  of 
ihe  royal  palaces,  have  been  uncovered.    It  has  also  been  possible  to  trace  the 


62  The  Lands  and  Peoples  of  the  East 

the  city  in  after  ages  sank  into  decay.  Its  site,  for  nearly  twenty 
centuries,  has  been  a  dismal,  desolate  spot.  **  The  wild  beasts  of 
Fate  of  ^^c  desert  with  the  wolves  shall  dwell  there,  and  the 

the  dty.  ostriches  shall  dwell  therein :  and  it  shall  be  no  more 
inhabited  forever."^ 

23.    Media  and  Lydia  (after  606  B.C.) 

While  the  Babylonians  were  building  up  their  empire,  the  Medes 
also  entered  on  a  period  of  expansion.  They  were  an  Indo- 
Sise  of  European  people  who  had  long  lived  in  the  highlands 

Media.  of  western  Iran.'    After  the  capture  of  Nineveh,  the 

Medes  began  to  advance  into  Asia  Minor.  Their  progress  here 
was  checked  by  Lydia. 

Lydia,  at  first,  was  a  small  region  in  the  western  part  of  Asia 
Minor.  Its  able  rulers  gradually  built  up  a  kingdom  strong  enough 
Rise  of  ^o  Oppose  with  success  the  growing  power  of  Media. 

Lydia.  The  contest  between  the  two  countries  was  brought 

to  an  end  in  a  remarkable  manner.  In  the  sixth  year  of  the  war 
(585  ac),  during  a  desperate  battle,  a  sudden  eclipse  of  the  sun 
turned  day  into  night,  and  so  terrified  the  soldiers  that  they  laid 
down  their  arms.  A  treaty  of  peace  was  then  signed  which  fixed 
the  Halys  River  as  the  boundary  between  the  two  countries.  As 
a  further  pledge  of  friendship,  a  son  of  the  Median  monarch  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  the  king  of  Lydia. 

By  the  middle  of  the  sixth  century  b.c.,  the  troubled  Ori- 
ental world  at  length  had  rest  from  war.  The  four  great  powers, 
Political  Lydia,  Media,  Babylonia,  and  Egypt,  were  united  by 
situation  in  firm  alliances.  Though  a  settled  condition  of  affairs 
553  ^-C-  apparently  prevailed,  a  few  short  years  were  enough 
to  change  the  political  aspect  of  the  ancient  East 

walls  of  the  city  and  to  determine  its  real  size.  The  region  within  the  ramparts  in- 
cluded a  little  over  one  square  mile.  Compared  with  modem  capitals,  Babylon 
was  not  a  city  of  great  extent. 

1  Jeremiah,  1,  39.  2  See  page  33. 
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S4.    The  World-Empire  of  Persia  (after  553  B.C.) 
Not  much  earlier  than  the  break-up  of  the'Assyrian  Empire  we 
find  a  new  and  vigonnis  people  pressing  into  western  Iran.    They 
were  the  Persians,  near  lunsmen  of  the  Medes.    Sub-  bim  f,i 
jects  at  first  of  Assyria,  and  then  of  Media,  they  re-  P«riU. 
gained  their  independence  and  secured  imperial  power  under  a 
conquering  king  whom  history  knows  as  Cyrus  the  Great 


Tomb  of  Cyrus  the  Great 
total  hei^i^  including  ihe  KvEn  n^pt,  u  pboui  35  feci.    A  tolitary  pillu  near  the  unjb  itiLI 

Cyrus  was  the  creator  of  the  Persian  Empire,    The  story  of  his 
sudden  rise  to  the  overlordship  of  Asia  reads  like  an  historical 
romance.      In    553    B.C.    Cyrus  revolted  against  the 
Median  monarch.     Three  years  later,  Cyrus  captured  ^J™*"" 
the  royal  city  of  Ecbatana,  and  united  the  Medes  and  5396.0. 
Persians  under  his  single  rule. 

Persia  now  took  the  place  in  Oriental  politics  formerly  held  by 
Media.     Soon  fresh  conquests  enlarged  the  empire. 
The  throne  of  Lydia  was  at  this  time  held  by  Crcesus,  Lydu  by 
the  last  and  most  iamous  of  his  line.    The  king  grew  Cyni». 
so  wealthy  ft'om  the  tribute  paid  by  Lydian  subjects 
and  from  his  gold  mines  that  his  name  has  passed  into  the  proverb. 
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"rich  as  Croesus."  He  viewed  with  alarm  the  rising  power  of 
Cyrus  and  rashly  offered  battle  to  the  Persian  monarch.  Defeated 
in  the  open  field,  Croesus  shut  himself  up  in  Sardis,  his  capital. 
The  city  was  soon  taken,  however,  and  with  its  fall  the  Lydian 
kingdom  came  to  an  end.  The  fate  of  Croesus  is  unknown,  though 
legend  declared  that  when  the  victorious  Cyrus  was  about  to  bum 
him  on  a  pyre,  the  god  Apollo,  to  whose  shrine  in  Greece  Croesus 
had  sent  rich  gifts,  put  out  the  blaze  by  a  sudden  shower  of  rain. 

The  downfall  of  Lydia  prepared  the  way  for  a  Persian  attack  on 
Babylonia.     The  conquest  of  that  country  proved  unexpectedly 

Capture  of  ^^^^  ^"  539  ^'^'  *^^  great  city  of  Babylon  opened 
Babylon,  its  gates  to  the  Persian  hosts.  Shortly  afterwards 
S^  Cyrus  issued  a  decree  allowing  the  Jewish  exiles  there 

to  return  to  Jerusalem  and  rebuild  the  temple,  which  Nebuchad- 
nezzar had  destroyed.  With  the  surrender  of  Babylon,  the  last 
Semitic  empire  in  the  East  came  to  an  end.  The  Medes  and  Per- 
sians, an  Indo-European  people,  henceforth  ruled  over  a  wider 
realm  than  ever  before  had  been  formed  in  Oriental  lands. 

The  career  of  Cyrus  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  men  of 
his  own  and  of  later  times.  A  Jewish  prophet  hailed  him  as  the 
The  Cyrus  ™^^  raised  up  by  Jehovah  to  deliver  the  Chosen 
of  legend.  People  from  captivity.  A  Greek  historian  called  him 
the  father  of  the  Persians,  of  all  their  monarchs  the  bravest  and 
the  best  loved.  He  became  the  subject  of  many  legends.  Ac- 
cording to  one  story,  he  lost  his  life  while  fighting  with  the  wild 
Scythians  ^  near  the  Aral  Sea.  Their  savage  queen,  it  was  said, 
placed  his  head  in  a  basin  of  blood  that  the  conqueror  of  so  many 
nations  might  have  his  fill  of  gore.  AH  we  know  with  certainty  is 
that  his  body  was  buried  at  Pasargadse,  the  city  he  had  built,  and 
that  there  his  empty  tomb  stands  to  this  day.  In  ancient  times  it 
bore  an  epitaph :  "  O  man,  I  am  Cyrus,  who  founded  the  Persian 
Empire  and  was  king  of  Asia.  Grudge  me  not^  therefore,  this 
monument." 

^Seepageaa. 
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Cyrus  was  followed  by  his  sod,  Cambyses,  a  cruel  but  strong- 
handed  despot.    Cambyses  dcterrained  to  add  Egypt  to  the  Per- 
sian dominions.     His  land  CMnbytta, 
army  was  supported  by  a  5^9-5"  B-C- 
powerful  fleet,  to  which  the  Phoenicians 
and  the  Greeks  of  Cyprus  contributed 
ships.     A  single  battle  sufficed  to  over- 
throw the  Egyptian  power  and  to  bring 
the  long  reign  of  the  Pharaohs  to  an 
end.'    After  the  captpre  of  Memphis, 
the  conqueror  led  his  army  up  the  Nile 
and  extended  the  boundaries  of  the 
Persian  Empire  into  Ethiopia. 

While  Cambyses  tarried  in  Egypt, 
news  came  of  a  revolt  at  home.  The 
king,  on  ascending  the  throne,  had  put 
to  death  his  younger  brother,  Smerdis. 
This  deed,  however,  was  not  generally 
known.  An  ambitious  Median  priest, 
named   Gaumata,   who   is  The  false 

said  to  have  borne  a  re-   Smerdls. 

Darius  with  his  Attend- 
roarkable  resemblance  to  Sroerdis,  de-  ants 

termined  to  take  advantf^eofthe  secret      Bu-niicTu  p<nepoii>.  Thenon- 
crime.     He  pretended  to  be  the  miss-    "^■' "?' ^"^ '"f"  t '"f  !^ 

'  KcpUTi  hi>  left  biad,  ■  bunch  of 

ing  brother  and   boldly   claimed    the     Rcxrcn.  h<i  head  it  lUTmounuxi 

..  rm  ..  .      ^  .1.  by  ■  cKrtim:  hit  body  !■  eDTelorxd 

throne.    The  greater  part  of  the  em-    i„,i,i™gM=di«.miu>ii..  Abo« 
pire  accepted  the  usurper.     Cambyses    '*'•  '•'"'  "  "  iprewnMiion  of  it>« 

divinLiy  vhich  giuiLtded  and  [uidcd 

Started  to  march  against  him,  but  when    him.  in  ihc  mr  >n  wo  Pcnian 
passing  through  Syria,  died  suddenly    "<*'"■  ™*  ""T'^k  **  "r"i  '•"• 

f  f-  f         !       •  '      the  othir  ihe  royal  piHMoL 

from  a  self-inflicted,  though  probably 

accidental  wound.     The  false  Smerdis  reigned  for  a  few  months 
and  then  perished  at  the  hands  of  the  great  Persian  nobles,  led  by 
Darius,  a  distant  kinsman  of  Cyrus  the  Great 
'  See  p»ge  4S. 
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The  long  reign  of  Darius  witnessed  further  extensions  of  the 
frontiers.  An  expedition  to  the  distant  East  carried  the  Persian 
Darius  the  *"^^  '^  India  and  added  to  the  empire  the  region  of 
Oreat, s^z-  the  Punjab^  along  the  upper  waters  of  the  Indus. 
^®  Another  expedition  against  the  wild  Scythian  tribes 

along  the  Danube  led  to  conquests  in  Europe  and  brought  the 
Persian  dominions  to  the  very  doors  of  Greece.  Not  without 
reason  could  Darius  describe  himself  in  an  inscription  which  still 
survives,  as  "  the  great  king,  king  of  kings,  king  of  countries,  king 
of  all  men." 

The  political  history  of  the  East  fitly  ends  with  these  three 
Persian  conquerors,  who  thus  brought  into  their  huge  empire 
Union  of  the  ^^^^y  great  State  of  Oriental  antiquity.  Medes  and 
Bast  under  Persians,  Babylonians  and  Assyrians,  Lydians,  Syrians, 
Persia.  ^^^  Egyptians  —  all  were  at  length  united  under  the 

single  dominion  of  one  man.  In  the  reign  of  Darius  this  united 
Orient  first  comes  into  contact  with  the  rising  power  of  the  Greek 
states  of  Europe.  So  we  may  leave  its  history  here,  resuming 
our  narrative  when  we  discuss  the  momentous  conflict  between 
Persia  and  Greece,  which  was  to  affect  the  course,  not  alone  of 
Persian  or  Greek,  but  of  all  European  history. 

26.    Organization  of  the  Persian  Empire 

The  empire,  which  in  the  days  of  Darius  reached  its  widest 
extent,  comprised  an  enormous  territory.  Its  eastern  and  western 
Extent  of  frontiers  were  nearly  three  thousand  miles  apart.  Its 
the  empire,  northern  and  southern  boundaries  were  almost  as  re- 
mote. "  My  father's  kingdom,"  said  a  Persian  prince,  "  stretches 
so  far  to  the  south  that  men  cannot  live  there  because  of  the 
heat,  and  northward  to  where  they  cannot  exist  because  of  the 
cold."*  From  the  Indus  to  the  Danube,  from  the  Jaxartes  to 
the  Nile,  the  ancient  world  was  a  Persian  world. 

« See  page  31.  a  Xenophon,  Anabasis,  i,  7,  6. 
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It  was  the  work  of  Darius  to  provide  for  his  dominions  a 
stable  governmeDt  which  should  preserve  what  the  swoid  had 
won.  The  problem  was  difficult.  The  empire  was  Chuactar  ot 
3  motley  collection  of  many  peoples  widely  different  *•»  enipl»- 
in  race,  language,  customs,  and  religion.  Darius  did  Dot  attempt 
to  weld  the  conquered  nations  into  unity.  As  long  as  the  sub- 
jects of  Persia  paid  tribute  and  furnished  troops  for  the  royal 


Rock  Sepulchers  op  the  Peksian  Kings 

army,  they  were  allowed  to  conduct  their  own  affairs  with  little 
interference  from  the  Great  King. 

In  this  policy  Darius  was  only  following  the  example  set  by 
previous  world  conquerors.  He  took  a  forward  step,  however, 
in  the  improvements  he  made  upon  Assyrian  and  ThasBtiapa] 
Egyptian  methods  of  administering  conquered  terri-  •y«tem. 
tory.  The  entire  empire,  excluding  Persia  proper,  was  divided 
into  some  twenty  satrapies  or  provinces,  each  one  with  its  civil 
governor  or  satrap.  The  satraps  carried  out  the  laws  and  col- 
lected the  heavy  tribute  annually  levied  upon  each  district    In 
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most  of  the  provinces  there  were  also  military  governors  who 
commanded  the  army  and  reported  directly  to  the  king.  This 
device  of  intrusting  the  civil  and  military  functions  to  separate 
officials  lessened  the  danger  of  revolts  against  the  Persian  author- 
ity. As  an  additional  precaution,  Darius  provided  special  agents 
whose  business  it  was  to  travel  from  province  to  province  and 
investigate  the  conduct  of  his  officials.  It  became  a  proverb  that 
''  the  king  has  many  eyes  and  many  ears." 

Darius  showed  his  qualities  as  a  statesman  in  still  another  way. 
He  established  a  great  system  of  military  roads  throughout  the 
Military  Persian  dominions.  This  means  of  drawing  distant 
roads.  peoples  together  was  afterwards  to   be   adopted  on 

an  even  more  extensive  scale  by  the  Romans.  The  Persian 
roads  were  provided  at  frequent  intervals  with  inns  where  post- 
men were  always  in  readiness  to  take  up  a  letter  and  carry  it 
to  the  next  station.  The  Royal  Road  from  Susa/  the  Persian 
capital,  to  Sardis  *  in  Lydia  was  over  fifteen  hundred  miles  long ; 
but  government  couriers,  using  relays  of  fresh  horses,  could  cover 
the  distance  within  a  week.  An  old*  Greek  writer  declares  with 
admiration  that  ''  there  is  nothing  mortal  more  swift  than  these 
messengers." ' 

For  nearly  two  centuries  after  Darius,  the  Orient  lay  at  peace. 
The  countless  wars  came  to  an  end.  Piracy  and  brigandage  were 
Nature  of  suppressed  with  a  heavy  hand.  The  highways  were 
the  Persian  made  safe  to  merchant  and  traveler.  Agriculture  and 
"**••  industry  flourished.     There  was  no  more  destroying  of 

cities,  no  more  wasting  of  fields  and  crops,  no  more  carrying  into 
captivity  of  subject  peoples.  From  their  capital  at  Susa  the  Per- 
sian monarchs,  whose  sovereignty  was  the  least  cruel  and  least 

1  Susa  was  the  pleasure  city  of  Darius  the  Great  and  his  successors.  The  site 
has  been  long  deserted,  but  J.  de  Morgan's  explorations  there  since  1897  have 
shown  that  Susa  was  first  settled  in  Stone  Age  times,  and  that  it  was  one  of  the 
earliest  centers  of  civilization  in  the  East. 

s  Excavations  on  the  site  of  Sardis  were  undertaken  by  American  archeologists 
in  19x0.  '  Herodotus,  viii,  98. 
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unjust  that  Asia  had  ever  known,  brought  law  and  order  into  the 
Oriental  world.* 

Studies 

I.  Determine  on  the  map  what  regions  of  Asia  are  less  than  500  feet  above 
sea  level ;  less  than  3000  feet ;  less  than  9000  feet ;  over  9000  feet.  2.  On 
an  outline  map  of  the  Orient  indicate  eight  important  rivers,  two  gulfs,  three 
inland  seas,  the  great  plateaus  and  plains,  the  principal  mountain  ranges,  two 
important  passes,  and  the  various  countries  and  cities  mentioned  in  this 
chapter.  3.  On  an  outline  map  draw  the  boundaries  of  the  Persian  Empire 
under  Darius,  showing  what  parts  were  conquered  by  Cyrus,  Cambyses,  and 
Darius,  respectively.  4.  For  what  were  the  following  places  noted :  Jerusa- 
lem, Thebes,  Tyre,  Nineveh,  Susa  ?  5.  For  what  were  the  following  per- 
sons famous:  Hammurabi,  Rameses  II,  Solomon,  Cyrus,  Nebuchadnezzar, 
Darius  ?  6.  DeBne  and  illustrate  these  terms :  empire,  kingdom,  province, 
tributary  state,  satrapy.  7.  Identify  these  dates :  606  B.C.,  539  B.C.,  546  B.C. 
8.  When  did  India  come  under  the  influence  of  western  ideas  ?  China  ? 
Japan  ?      9.  Why  was  India  better  known  in  ancient  times  than  China  ? 

10.  What  are  the  modern  names  of  the  two  rivers,  Oxus  and  Jeucartes  ? 

11.  What  modern  countries  are  included  within  the  limits  of  ancient  Iran? 

12.  At  the  present  time  what  empires  border  upon  Armenia  ?  13.  Explain 
the  different  meanings  attached  to  the  name  Mesopotamia.  14.  Ancient 
Babylonia  contained  about  23,000  square  miles.  With  what  American  state 
would  it  compare  in  size  ?  15.  Why  was  a  canal  through  the  Isthmus  of 
Suez  less  needed  in  ancient  times  than  to-day  ?  16.  Can  you  suggest  any 
reasons  why  the  sources  of  the  Nile  remained  unknown  until  late  in  the 
nineteenth  century  ?  17.  What  is  the  origin  of  the  name  Delta  applied  to 
such  a  region  as  Lower  Egypt?  18.  Comment  on  the  statement:  '* Egypt 
as  a  geographical  expression  is  two  things  —  the  Desert  and  the  Nile.  As  a 
habitable  country,  it  is  only  one  thing — the  Nile.''  19.  Why  did  the  Greek 
traveler,  Herodotus,  call  Egypt  "  the  gift  of  the  Nile "  ?  20.  Compare 
the  purpose  of  Lake  Moeris  with  that  of  the  Assuan  reservoir.  21.  What 
modem  country  to-day  controls  Egypt  ?  22.  Distinguish  between  Syria  and 
Assyria.  23.  What  American  lake  resembles  the  Dead  Sea  ?  24.  Show 
how  the  situation  of  Damascus  made  it  an  admirable  center  for  trade. 

25.  What   is   the   exact   meaning  of  the   words,   Hebrew^  Israelite^  Jewt 

26.  On  the  map,  page  53,  determine  the  boundaries  of  the  Hebrew  Empire 
under  Solomon.  27.  Describe  some  features  of  Assyrian  warfare  (illustra- 
tion, page  58).  28.  What  modern  countries  are  included  within  the  limits 
of  the  Persian  Empire  under  Darius  ?  29.  Trace  on  the  map  the  course  of 
the  Royal  Road,  noting  the  separate  countries  through  which  it  passed. 

1  Our  ordinary  vocabulary  of  to-day  owes  something  to  Persia.    English  words 
,of  Persian  origin  include  van^  magic^  bazaar,  shawl,  turquoise,  and  Paradise. 
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Our  present  knowledge  of  Oriental  history  and  Oriental  civil- 
ization has  been  gained  within  very  recent  times.     Less  than  a 
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hundred  years  ago  we  knew  but  little  about  the  ancient  East. 

Some  information  could  be  gathered  from  the  accounts  of  Greek 

and  Roman  sightseers  in  the  Orient.    The  classical  ,^  _, 

'^  Preriooa  ig- 

writers,  however,  were  very  credulous  and  accepted  nonuice  of 

readily  whatever  foolish   story  or  legend   might  be  Oriental 

antionity. 
told  them.     Their  narratives  are  seldom  sober  history. 

Some  additional  information   could  be  gleaned  from  the  Old 
Testament  writings.     But  from  the  Oriental  peoples  themselves  — 
Egyptians,  Babylonians, 
Assyrians,  Persians — no  word 
had  reached  us.    They  were 
silent.     Not  until  their  mys- 
terious languages  had  been       ^  ^^^al  Name  in  Hieroglyphics 
read  and  their  buried  cities  (Rosetta  Stone) 

excavated,   could    we    realize        The  cut  shows  the  lymboU,  contained  in  one  of 

the  true  importance  of  these    ?"  T^  """^  °;  '^'''^'*'*'  '^^  p^»«™'^»  «!« 

'^  Greek    name  of  King    Ptolemy.    Each   symbol 

ancient     nations.       The     Un-     represents  the  initial  letter  of  the  Egyptian  name 

r  ^t_'      J  •  ^      ^         J     for  the  object  pictured.    The  objects  in  order  are : 

covering  of  this  distent  and    ,  „.,  ,  ^^f^j^,,^  .  „^„^  ,  ,i^^ ,  hole,  two 

forgotten    past   is   one   of  the     *^«^f  and  a  chair-back.    The  entire  hieroglyph  is 
,  .  i*      1         'c*^   ^'o™  l^t  to  right,  as  we  read  words  in 

great    achievements    of  the    English, 
nineteenth  century. 

The  rediscovery  of  the  Orient  began  in  Egypt  with  the  inter- 
pretation of  hieroglyphic  writing.^     For  many  centuries  no  one  had 
been  able  to  read  the  strange,  fantastic  signs  which  still  0^^^  ^ 
covered  the  walls  of  Egyptian  tombs  and  temples.  There  terions  hier- 
they  had  remained,  a  lasting  puzzle  to  all  inquirers.        ogijrphica. 

In  1 799  the  finding  of  the  Rosetta  Stone  raised  hopes  that  the 
puzzle  might  be  solved.  This  monument  dated  from  the  second 
century  b.c.  It  bore  a  decree  in  honor  of  a  Greek  xhe  Rosetta 
king,  Ptolemy,  who  at  that  period  ruled  over  Egypt.  Stone. 
There  were  three  inscriptions :  hieroglyphics  at  the  top ;  in  the 
middle,  a  later  and  simpler  form  of  Egyptian  writing ;  and  at  the 
base,  the  Greek  text. 

1  See  page  15. 
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Almost  at  once  scholars  in  France  and  England  began  the  task 

of  decipherment.     The  Greek  words  were  naturally  supposed  to 

be  a  translation  of  the  two  Egyptian  inscriptions. 

ment  of  the  It  was  soon  noticed  that,  wherever  the  Greek  version 

RoMtta  in-    contained  the  letters  for  the  name  of  Ptolemy,  there 

scxiptiOD*  gt 

was  a  corresponding  set  of  signs  placed  within  an 
oval-shaped  ring  in  the  hieroglyphics.  By  comparing  these  sign- 
groups  with  the  Greek  text,  it  became  possible  to  make  out  a  few 
of  the  hieroglyphic  characters.  The  words,  when  read,  were  found 
to  resemble  Coptic,  a  daughter  tongue  of  the  old  Egyptian. 
Since  Coptic  was  already  familiar  to  students,  it  afforded  valuable 
aid  in  translating  the  entire  inscription.  Thus  the  Rosetta  Stone 
gave  up  its  message,  and  this,  once  understood,  served  as  a  key  to 
other  inscriptions.  The  merit  for  these  discoveries  belongs  largely  to 
a  Frenchman,  Francois  Champollion,  whose  researches  were  made 
in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Scholars  can  now  read 
the  pictured  language  of  ancient  Egypt  with  fair  ease  and  accuracy. 

The  decipherment  of  Babylonian  cuneiform  writing^  formed 
an  even  more  remarkable  exploit.  Far  away  in  western  Persia 
The  Behis-  ^^  isolated  rock  of  Behistun  rises  about  seventeen 
tun  Rock.  hundred  feet  above  the  plain.  Its  limestone  face 
contains  huge  sculptures  which  portray  the  triumph  of  Darius 
the  Great  over  his  enemies.  There  is  also  an  inscription  in  the 
three  principal  languages  of  the  king's  subjects,  namely,  Persian, 
Susian,  and  Babylonian.  The  record  consists  of  nearly  one  thou- 
sand lines  of  cuneiform  writing.  It  gives  a  life  of  Darius  in  that 
monarch's  own  words. 

In  1835  an  English  soldier  and  scholar,  Sir  Henry  Rawlinson, 
examined  this  remarkable  document,  chiseled  in  enduring  stone. 
Some  years  later,  at  the  risk  of  life  and  limb,  he  scaled  the  rock 
and  took  a  paper  cast  of  the  lettering.'    At  the  time  of  Rawlinson's 

1  See  page  14. 

2  This  exploit  was  repeated  in  1903  by  an  intrepid  American  professor,  A.  V.  W. 
Jackson.  He  ascended  the  rock,  verified  the  records  made  by  Rawlinson  over 
sixty  years  before,  and  even  photographed  parts  of  the  inscription. 


THE  R05ETTA  STONE 
Britlih  MuHum,  Lor;dDn 
lock  of  bUck  biult,  ihiec  r«I  Kvca  inch«  in  Iwighi,  fouot 


Rediscovery  of  the  Orient:  Written  Records    73 

feat,  the  old  Persian  language  had  been  partially  deciphered.    By 
using  the  proper  names  in  the  Persian  columns  as  a  _   ,  . 
clew,  it  was  possible  to  translate,  first  the  proper  names  meat  of  the 
in  the  two  other  languages,  and   finally  the  entire  BeUttmi  te- 
record.    Thus  the  Behistun  inscription  furnished  a  icey 
to  the  cuneiform  writing  of  the  Babylonians. 

—it.     "!--- 


Bas-Relief  on  the  Behistun  Rock 

Tbe  Kulptun  icpnUDU  the  triumph  of  Darim  the  Grcai  over  Gaumau  (the  &Ik  Smerdii), 
■ndDtnealherpicUDtlen  to  Ihe  Penlin  throne.  Deriiu,  Ihe  ccdIeiI  figure  in  the  group,  lioldi 
in  hu  left  h*nd  *  bow.    He  itiiei  hii  right  hand  lopnnounce  Ihedoom  of  Ihe  roped  audpin- 


Though  scholars  now  understood  the  two  chief  languages  of  an- 
tiquity, at  first  they  had  very  little  to  read.     Soon,  however,  a  series 
of  explorations  in  Egypt  and  Babylonia  brought  to  light 
abundant  records  in  a  stale  of  remarkable  preservation,  of  tlu 
Theniarvelouslydry  climate  of  the  Nile  valley  had  kept  •"«!•''* 
in  their  original  freshness  the  painted  hieroglyphics  on 
the  walls  of  temples  and  tombs  as  well  as  the  fragile  papyrus  *  roils, 
which  served  as  the  ordinary  writing  material  of  the  Egypdans. 
1  See  page  3,  note  i. 
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And  the  time-defying  qualities  of  the  Babylonian  brick-boolts  had 
preserved  their  inscriptions  as  clear  and  legible  as  when  they  left  the 
engraver's  hands  thirty  centuries  ago.  The  story  of  the  discoveries 
by  which  all  these  literary  treasures  have  been  recovered  is  of 
absorbing  interest. 

27.    RediBcoTcry  of  the  Orient:  Honnments  and  Remains 
Not  many  years  ago  hardly  anyone  dreamed  that  the  land  of 
Egypt  still  held  abundant  evidences  of  its  former  civilization  — 
ViitiBEi       buried,  for  the  most  part, 
bailed  with    with  the  dead.    To  se- 
tbamnimnr.  ^^^^    ^^^^    happiness   of 
the  soul  in  the  other  life  the  Egyp- 
tians believed  it  necessary  to  preserve 
the  body  against  decay.     So  they  in- 
vented a  process  of  embalming  so 
perfect  th^t  we  can  to-day  look  on 
the  very  faces  of  Pharaohs  contem- 
porary with  Moses.     Valuable  papy- 
rus manuscripts  were  often  placed 
in  the  coffin  with  the  mummy.    The 
mummy  case  itself,  and   even   the 
linen  bandages  in  which  the  body 
was  wrapped,  sometimes  bore  long 
inscriptions  relating  to  the  deceased. 
The  same  care  for  the  dead  which 
led  to  the   practice  of  embalming 
caused  the  Egyptians  to  spend  im- 
mense labor  on  the  tomb  itself.    The  earlier  Pharaohs  raised  the 
RKordioa     pyramids  for  their  sepulchers.     Many  of  the  later 
um  wall!  of    kings  hollowed  out  burial  chambers  in  the  limestone 
*^'"'  cliffs  that  border  the  Nile  valley.    Wealthy  individuals 

built  tombs  of  brick  and  stone  such  as  still  cover  the  desert  neta 
the  city  of  Cairo.    The  walls  of  these  structures  were  decorated 
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with  sculptures,  paintings,  and  inscriptions.  They  give  an  account 
of  the  dead  man  in  all  the  scenes  of  his  earthly  life  —  at  the  royal 
court,  on  his  farms,  or  with  his  family  at  home.  Thus  his  bi- 
ography formed  a  kind  of  picture  gallery  telling  us  how  an  ancient 
Egyptian  lived. 

In  addition  to  such  records,  the  sepulchers  contained  every- 
thing which  it  was  imagined  the  soul  would  need  in  its  future 
existence.  Vessels  for  food  and  drink,  the  soldier's  objects  in 
weapons,  the  workman's  tools,  the  toilet  articles  of  thetombi. 
the  lady,  the  playthings  of  the  child,  were  placed  in  the  tombs. 
From  them  is  obtained  that  multitude  of  objects  —  furniture, 
clothing,  jewelry,  pottery,  statues  —  which  fill  modem  museums. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  Babylonians  and  Ass3rrians  comes  from 
excavations  in  the  immense  mounds  which  line  the  banks  of  the 
Tigris  and  Euphrates.  They  are  the  remains  of  ex-  ^j^^  moiindi 
tensive  palaces,  temples,  and  other  public  buildings,  of  Babylonia 
built  usually  of  sun-dried  brick,  and  raised  above  the  "^  AMyria. 
marshy  plain  upon  a  lofty  terrace.  The  buildings  were  one-storied, 
and  roofed  with  huge  beams  of  cedar.  These  structures  and  the 
platforms  supporting  them  gradually  decayed,  and  at  length  sank 
down  into  shapeless  ruins.  Now  they  look  like  natural  hills,  for 
vegetation  covers  them,  and  their  sides  are  scarred  by  the  rains  of 
many  centuries. 

The  first  person  really  to  begin  the  work  of  excavation  was  a 

Frenchman,  £mile  Botta.     In  1843,  with  a  few  native  laborers, 

he  started  to  dig  at  a  mound  on  which  was  a  Turkish  ,^  , 

^  Ezplora- 

village  known  as  Khorsabad.     Soon   his  men  came  tioiitby 

upon  the  remains  of  an  Assyrian  palace,  the  very  one  Botta  at 

/  r-  »  /  Khoraabad. 

in  fact,  which  Sargon  II   had  raised  near   Nineveh. 

Great  courts  with  entrance  gates  were  uncovered,  besides  stately 

halls  and  a  maze  of  passages  and  rooms.     The  walls  were  lined 

with  sculptured  slabs  representing  battle  scenes,  and  the  siege  and 

capture  of  cities.     All  these  treasures   were  taken  by  Botta  to 

Paris  and  deposited  in  the  museum  of  the  Louvre. 
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Botta's  discoveries  created  a  great  sensation.  One  of  the  first 
to  hear  of  them  was  a  young  Englishman^  Austen  H.  Layard,  who 
Layard'i  ^*^  hetn  much  interested  in  Oriental  antiquity.  Very 
excayations  soon  he  also  was  at  work  exploring  a  large  mound 
at  Himrud.  ^^lled  Nimrud.  It  proved  to  be  a  site  of  the  Assyrian 
city  of  Calah.  Imagine  the  terror  bf  the  superstitious  workmen  and 
Layard's  joy,  when  pickaxe  and  shovel  brought  to  light  colossal 
winged  bulls  and  lions  with  human  faces,  still  keeping  guard  on 
both  sides  of  the  palace  gates.  These  and  other  sculptures  found 
here  now  make  up  the  Nimrud  Gallery  of  the  British  Museum  in 
London. 

Layard  uncovered  a  second  Assyrian  palace  at  a  mound  called 
Kuyunjik.  It  was  the  imposing  structure  raised  by  Sennacherib 
Diacoyeries  ^*  Nineveh.  The  lucky  explorer,  in  fact,  had  come 
by  Layard  upon  the  site  of  that  royal  capital,  buried  for  twenty- 
atKayanjik.  ^^^^  centuries  since  its  destruction   by   the  Medes.* 

After  these  amazing  revelations,  the  work  of  opening  mounds 
and  disinterring  ancient  cities  began  with  renewed  vigor.    Site 

RcBuita  of  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  Mesopotamia  was  excavated.  The  work 
modem  ex-  is  even  now  unfinished.  Some  of  the  most  remarkable 
poratioxia.      ^^^^  j^^^^  been  made  within  the  last  two  decades. 

Meanwhile,  other  lands  are  being  carefully  explored.  Every  year 
adds  its  quota  of  discoveries  from  Egypt,  Asia  Minor,  Syria,  and 
Persia.*  The  new  knowledge  thus  gained  has  made  it  necessary 
to  rewrite  the  history  of  the  East.  The  main  features  of  ancient 
Oriental  life  and  civilization  are  now  revealed  as  never  before. 

28.  Govemment 

The  Oriental  peoples,  when  their  history  opens,  were  living 
under  the  monarchical  form  of  govemment.     The  king,  to  his 

1  See  pages  59-6a 

*  The  French  government  maintains  a  great  school  of  archeology  at  Cairo  In 
Egypt  Excavations  are  also  supported  by  the  (British)  Egyptian  Exploration 
Fund  and  by  the  German  Oriental  Society.  In  recent  years,  several  American  uni- 
versities have  joined  in  this  fascinating  work  of  discovery. 
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subjects,  was  the  earthly  representative  of  the  gods.  Often,  in- 
deed, he  was  hiiTiself  regarded  as  divine.  In  both  Egypt  and 
Babylonia,  the  monarch  seems  to  have  been  at  first  a  iUM(*tiie 
powerful  priest  who  used  his  position  as  a  stepping-  kiiigaiiip. 
stone  to  royalty.  He  never  lost  his  religious  character.  He  re- 
mained head  of  both  Church  and  State. 


Excavations  at  Nippuk 

hen  were  coaducud  brtliB  UniMrMfy  of  Penniylvani»  during  18S9-1900.    The  diy  qonuuiwd 

Perhaps  no  other  ruler  ever  received  such  full  and  unhesitating 
worship  as  the  Egyptian  Pharaoh.  His  subjects  called  him  the 
"  good  god,"  the  "  great  god."  This  was  no  idle  flat-  pj^jj,  „. 
tery.  People  really  believed  in  the  divine  descent  of  hue  of  the 
the  king.  Though  his  body  was  human,  his  soul  had  P"""""- 
come  to  him  straight  from  mighty  Ra,  the  sun  god.  Even  in  the 
Pharaoh's  lifetime,  temples  were  erected  to  him,  and  offerings 
were  made  to  his  sacred  majesty.  A  curious  picture,  which  still 
survives,  shows  Rameses  II  standing  in  adoration  before  an  image 
of  the  heavenly  Raroeses.  In  other  words,  the  king  as  a  man 
worships  hJmself  as  a  god. 
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This  belief  id  the  divine  origin  and  diviae  right  of  kiogs  made 
blind  obedience  to  theni  a  religious  obligation  for  their  subjects. 
^^  Every  Oriental  monarch  was  an  autocrat.     Every  Ori- 

datiM  of  ental  monarchy  was  a  despotism.  The  Icing,  in  conse- 
'^i*-  quence,  had  many  duties.     He  was  judge,  commander, 

and  high  priest,  all  in  one.  In  time  of  war,  he  ted  his  troops  and 
faced  the  dangers  of  the  battle  field.  During  intervals  of  peace, 
he  was  occupied  with  a  constant  round  of  sacrifices,  prayers,  and 
processions,  which  could  not  be  neglected  without  exciting  the 
anger  of  the  gods.    To  his  courtiers  he  gave  frequent  audience, 


An  Egyptian  Court  Scene 

Will-palniing,  fiDir  i  lomb  at  Thcbn.  Shc«r>  i  Phamah  Kccin 
tribulc.  T)K]r  IK  introduced  by  ithite-nibed  Egypliin  officiaii. 
linguUhcd  by  iheir  gar  clothci  Bad  bLaclr.  ibarp-poUiIcd  benrdi, 

hearing  complaints,  settling  disputes,  and  issuing  commands.  A 
conscientious  monarch,  such  as  Hammurabi,  who  describes  him- 
self as  "  a  real  father  to  bis  people,"  was  a  very  busy  man. 

Oriental  rulers  always  maintained  luxurious  courts.  The  splen- 
dor of  Rameses,  of  Solomon,  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  dazzled  their 
Th«io7al  contemporaries.  Royal  raagniiicence  reached  its 
conrt.  height  with  the  Great  King  of  Persia.     He  lived  far 

removed  from  the  common  eye  in  the  recesses  of  a  lordly  palace. 
When  he  gave  audience  to  his  nobles,  he  sat  on  a  gold  and  ivory 
throne,  dressed  in  richest  silks.  When  he  traveled,  even  on  mili- 
tary expeditions,  he  carried  with  him  costly  furniture,  gold  and 
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silver  dishes,  gorgeous  robes.  Just  as  a  modem  sultan,  he  had  a 
harem  of  many  wives.  His  chief  diversion  was  hunting  in  the 
beautiful  parks  — faradises,  the  Greeks  called  them  —  which  he 
possessed  in  different  parts  of  the  royal  domains.  About  him 
were  hundreds  of  servants,  bodyguards,  and  officials.  All  who 
approached  his  person  prostrated  themselves  in  the  dust.  "  What- 
soever he  commandeth  them,  they  do.  If  he  bid  them  make  war 
the  one  against  the  other,  they  do  it ;  if  he  send  them  out  against 
his  enemies,  they  go,  and  break  down  mountains,  walls,  and 
towers.  They  slay  and  are  slain,  and  transgress  not  the  king's 
commandment."  ^ 

29.   Social  Classes 

Besides  the  monarch  and  the  royal  family,  there  was  geiierally 
in  Oriental  countries  an  upper  class  of  landowners.  In  Egypt, 
the  Pharaoh  was  regarded  as  sole  owner  of  the  land,  nobles  and 
Some  of  it  he  worked  through  his  slaves,  but  the  prints, 
larger  part  he  granted  to  his  favorites,  as  hereditary  estates. 
Such  persons  may  be  called  the  nobles.  The  different  priesthoods 
also  had  much  land,  the  revenues  from  which  kept  up  the  temples 
where  they  ministered.  At  one  time  a  third  of  all  the  tillable 
soil  of  Egypt  was  under  the  control  of  the  priests.  In  Babylonia, 
likewise,  we  find  a  priesthood  and  nobility  supported  by  the  in- 
come from  landed  property. 

This  early  aristocracy  tended  to  disappear  as  new  means  of  ac- 
quiring wealth  were  discovered.  An  order  of  nobles  composed 
of  high  government  officials,  or  sometimes  of  rich  officials  and 
merchants,  took  its  place.  These  individuals  made  merchants, 
up  the  court  of  the  king.  They  were  often  very  powerful.  If 
he  failed  to  keep  on  good  terms  with  them,  they  might  any  time 
rise  in  revolt.  Oriental  history  relates  many  insurrections  against 
the  reigning  prince.* 

1 1  Ssdras,  iv,  3-5.  a  See  pages  57,  59.  ^3.  ^S* 
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The  middle  class  included  professional  men^  shopkeepers,  in- 
dependent farmers,  and  skilled  craftsmen.  Though  regarded  as 
The  middle  inferiors,  still  they  had  a  chance  to  rise  in  the  world. 
ci*M-  If  they  became  rich,  they  might  hope  to  enter  the 

upper  class  as  priests  or  officers  of  government 

No  such  hopes  encouraged  the  day  laborer  in  the  fields  or  shops. 
His  lot  was  bitter  poverty  and  a  life  of  unending  toil.  If  he  was 
Workmen  ^^  unskilled  workman,  his  wages  were  only  enough  to 
and  keep  him  and  his  family.     He  toiled  under  overseers 

peasants.  ^^^  carried  sticks  and  used  them  freely.  "  Man  has 
a  back,"  says  an  Egyptian  proverb,  "and  only  obeys  when  it 
is  beaten."  If  the  laborer  was  a  peasant,  he  could  be  sure  that 
the  nobles  from  whom  he  rented  the  land  and  the  tax  collectors 
of  the  king  would  leave  him  little  more  than  a  bare  living.  Nor 
might  he  expect  his  children  to  occupy  a  better  place  in  life  than 
his  own.  It  was  a  rare  thing  for  a  poor  boy  to  obtain  the  educa- 
tion which  would  fit  him  for  a  higher  position.  Even  more  in 
Oriental  antiquity  than  to-day,  the  curse  of  the  poor  was  their 
poverty. 

30.    The  Slaves 

At  the  very  bottom  of  the  social  ladder  were  the  slaves.  Every 
ancient  people  possessed  them.  At  first  they  were  prisoners  of 
Slavery  in  ^^^'  ^^^»  instead  of  being  slaughtered,  were  made  to 
Babylonia  labor  for  their  masters.  Babylonians  and  Ass)nians 
and  Assyria,  undertook  expeditions  for  the  express  purpose  of 
gathering  slaves  —  "  like  the  sand,"  says  an  ancient  \iTiter.  At  a 
later  period,  people  unable  to  pay  their  debts  lost  their  freedom. 
A  man  could  even  sell  his  wife  and  children  into  bondage. 
Criminals  were  sometimes  compelled  to  enter  into  servitude.  So 
numerous  did  slaves  become  that  their  price  occasionally  fell  below 
that  of  sheep. 

The  treatment  of  slaves  depended  on  the  character  of  the 
master.     A  cruel  and  overbearing  owner  might  make  life  a  burden 
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for  his  bondmen.  Escape  was  rarely  possible.  Slaves  were 
branded  like  cattie  to  prevent  their  running  away.  Hammurabi's 
code^  imposed  the  death  penalty  on  anybody  who  condition  of 
aided  or  concealed  the  fugitives.  There  was  plenty  theilayei. 
of  work  for  the  slaves  to  perform  —  repairing  dikes^  digging  irriga- 
tion canals,  erecting  vast  palaces  and  temples.  On  Assyrian  sculp- 
tures we  can  see  the  captives  being  dragged  by  chains  or  forced 
under  the  lash  to  move  immense  blocks  for  the  construction  and 
adornment  of  public  buildings. 

The  servile  class  in  Egypt  was  not  as  numerous  as  in  Babylonia, 
and  slavery  itself  seems  to  have  assumed  there  a  somewhat  milder 
form.     Among  the  Hebrews,  slavery  was  still  more  slavery  in 
humane.    That  race  had  suffered  too  much  from  ser-   Egyyt  and 
vitude  not  to  be  touched  by  the  misfortune  of  others.  "'**^' 
So  the  Hebrew  laws  recorded  in  the  Old  Testament  provide  that  a 
master  shall  have  no  power  of  life  or  death  over  his  bondmen.     If 
they  fiee  to  a  city  of  refuge,  they  must  not  be  returned.     Every 
seventh  day,  the  slaves,  as  well  as  their  owners,  are  to  enjoy  a 
period  of  rest.    After  six  years  of  service,  they  are   to  be  set 
free.    Thus  the   Hebrews,   alone   among  Oriental  peoples,  ap- 
proached our  modem  conceptions  of  human  liberty. 

31.    Industry 

Such  fruitful,  well-watered  valleys  as  those  of  the  Nile  and  the 
Euphrates,  encouraged  agricultural  life.     Farming  was 
the  chief  occupation.     Working  people,  whether  slaves  Farming, 
or  free  men,  were  generally  cultivators  of  the  soil. 

All  the  methods  of  agriculture  are  pictured  for  us  on  the  monu- 
ments.    We  mark  the  peasant  as  he  breaks  up  the  earth  with  a 
hoe,  or  plows  a  shallow  furrow  with  a  sharp-pointed  Methods  of 
stick.     We  see  the  sheep  being  driven  across  sown  agriculture, 
fields  to  trample  the  seed  into  the  moist  soil.     We  watch  the 
patient  laborers  as  with  hand  sickles  they  gather  in  the  harvest 

1  See  pages  38,  90. 
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and  then  with  heavy  flails  separate  the  grain  from  the  chaff.  Al- 
though their  methods  were  very  clumsy,  ancient  farmers  raised 
immense  crops  of  wheat  and  barley.  The  soil  of  Egypt  and 
Babylonia  not  only  supported  a  dense  population,  but  also  supplied 
food  for  neighboring  peoples.  These  two  lands  were  the  granaries 
of  the  East. 

At  first  there  was  little  manufacturing.  Each  farm  produced 
everything  needed  in  the  way  of  clothing,  tools,  and  implements. 
Manufac-  ^s  wealth  and  population  increased,  it  became  possible 
taring.  for  men  to  devote  themselves  to  other  occupations 

besides  agriculture.  Some  became  artisans  or  craftsmen,  and 
lived  by  exchanging  their  wares  for  the  products  of  the  soil. 
They  settled  in  the  cities,  which  thus  became  manufacturing  centers. 

Many  industries  of  to-day  were  known  in  ancient  Egypt  and 
Babylonia.  We  hear  of  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  stonecutters, 
ArtiBans  workers  in  ivory,  silver  and  gold,  weavers,  potters,  glass 
and  their  blowers.  Usually  the  artisans  formed  guilds  or  associa- 
°^*  tions,  each  of  which  occupied  a  special  street  or  quarter 
of  the  city.  Those  who  wished  to  follow  a  particular  industry  were 
obliged  to  enter  the  guild  and  serve  as  apprentices  for  a  period  of 
years.  It  was  sometimes  provided  that  the  master  should  be 
fined  if  he  overworked  his  apprentice  or  failed  to  teach  him  the 
trade.     Such  regulations  were  intended  to  produce  good  workmen. 

The  creations  of  these  ancient  craftsmen  often  exhibit  remarkable 
skill.  Egyptian  linens  were  so  wonderfully  fine  and  transparent  as 
Ancient  ^^  merit  the  name  of  "  woven  air."     Babylonian  tapes- 

manufac-  tries,  carpets,  and  rugs  enjoyed  a  high  reputation  for 
tures.  beauty  of  design  and  color.     Egyptian  glass  with  its 

waving  lines  of  different  hues  was  much  prized.  Precious  stones 
were  made  into  beads,  necklaces,  charms,  and  seals.  The  precious 
metals  were  employed  for  a  great  variety  of  ornaments.  Egyptian 
paintings  show  the  goldsmiths  at  work  with  blowpipe  and  forceps, 
fashioning  bracelets,  rings,  and  diadems,  inlaying  objects  of  stone 
and  wood,  or  covering  their  surfaces  with  fine  gold   leaf.     The 
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manufacture  of  tiles  and  glazed  pottery  was  everywhere  carried  on. 
Babylonia  is  believed  to  be  the  original  home  of  porcelain. 
Enameled  bricks  found  there  are  unsurpassed  by  the  best  products 
of  the  present  day.  Some  of  the  industrial  arts  of  Babylonia  and 
Egypt  have  been  revived  only  in  modem  times. 

The  development  of  the  arts  and  ciafts  brought  a  new  industrial 
class  into  existence.  There  was  now  need  of  merchants  and  shop- 
keepers, to  collect  manufactured  products  where  they 
could  be  readily  bought  and  sold.  The  cities  of  Baby- 
lonia, in  particular,  became  thriving  markets.  Partnerships  be> 
tween  tradesmen  were  numerous.  We  even  hear  of  commercial 
companies  not  so  very  unlike  our  present  corporations.  Indeed, 
business  Ufe  in  ancient  Babylonia  wore  quite  a  modem  look. 

32.    Money  and  Banking 

Some  form  of  money  is  necessary  for  well- developed  industry 
and  trade.     In  the  beginning,  people  simply  bartered  goods,  one 
for  another.    When  they  made  a  purchase  or  settled  a 
debt,  they  paid  with  cattle,  clothing,  grain,  wine,  and 
oil.     Even  wages  and  taxes  were  collected  in  kind  —  "  all  that  the 
heavens  give,  all  that  the  earth  pro- 
duces, all  that  the  Nile  brings  from 
its  mysterious  sources  "  —  as  an  Egyp- 
tian inscription  puts  it. 

An  exchange  of  goods  by  barter  is 
generally  a  troublesome  proceeding. 
What  one  has  to  give  may  not  be 
wanted  by  anyone  else,  commodity 
It  is  much  more  con-  monoy. 
venient  to  select  a  single  object  which 
everybody  desires,  and  to  use  it  as 
money.  We  have  already  seen  how 
the  primitive  Greeks  and  Romans  employed  cattle  as  a  medium 
of  exchange  and  measure  of  value.     The  same  commodity  money 
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was  familiar  to  early  Oriental  peoples.  Still  later,  various  metals 
were  used  as  money,  especially  tin,  copper,  silver,  and  gold. 

Metallic  money  first  circulated  in  the  form  of  rings  and  bars. 
The  Egyptians  had  small  pieces  of  gold  —  "  cow  gold  "  —  each 
Metallle  ^^  which  was  simply  the  value  of  a  full-grown  cow.  It 
money;  was  necessary  to  weigh  the  metal  whenever  a  purchase 

coinage.  ^^^^  place.  A  common  picture  on  the  Egyptian  monu- 
ments is  that  of  the  weigher  with  his  balance  and  scales.^  Then 
the  practice  arose  of  stamping  each  piece  of  money  with  its  true 
value  and  weight.  The  next  step  was  coinage  proper,  where  the 
government  guarantees  not  only  the  weight,  but  also  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  metal. 

The  honor  of  the  invention  of  coinage  is  generally  given  to  the 
Lydians,  whose  country  was  well  supplied  with  the  precious  metals. 
Lvdimn  and  According  to  a  pretty  fable,  when  King  Midas,  whose 
Persian  touch  turned  everything  to  gold,  had  bathed  in  the 

coina.  ^ygj.  pactolus,  its  sands  forthwith  became  golden. 

However  this  may  be,  the  Lydian  monarchs  certainly  enjoyed  a 
reputation  for  great  wealth.  As  early  as  the  eighth  century  b.c., 
they  began  to  strike  coins  of  electrum,  a  natural  alloy  of  gold  and 
silver.  The  famous  Crcesus,  whose  name  is  still  a  synonym  for 
riches,  was  the  first  to  issue  coins  of  pure  gold  and  silver.  The 
Greek  neighbors  of  Lydia  quickly  adopted  the  art  and  so  intro- 
duced it  into  Europe.  Under  the  Persian  kings,  vast  quantities  of 
gold  and  silver  coins  entered  into  circulation.  The  gold  coins  of 
Darius,  known  as  "  darics,"  were  celebrated  for  the  purity  of  their 
metal.    They  became  the  standard  gold  currency  of  the  East.* 

The  use  of  money  as  a  medium  of  exchange  led  naturally  to 
a  system  of  banking.  In  Babylonia,  for  instance,  the  bankers 
formed  an  important  and  influential  class.  One  great  banking 
house,   established  at  Babylon  before  the  age  of  Sennacherib, 

1  The  Old  Testament  is  full  of  expressions  showing  that  the  precious  metals 
passed  by  weight  When  Abraham  purchased  a  field  wherein  to  bury  Sarah,  he 
**  weighed  to  Ephron"  400  shekels  of  silver,  "  current  money  with  the  merchant" 
{Gtfusis,  xxiii,  16).        >  For  illustrations  of  Oriental  coins  see  the  frontispiece. 
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carried  on  operations  for  several  centuries.     Hundreds  of  legal 

documents  belonging  to  this  firm  have  been  discovered  in  the  huge 

eanhenware  jars  which  served  as  safes.     The  Babylo- 

BabUdk. 
nian  temples  also  received  money  on  deposit  and  loaned 

it  out  again  as  do  our  modern  banks.  Knowledge  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  banking  passed  from  Babylonia  to  Greece  and  thence  to 
ancient  Italy  and  to  Rome. 

33.    Commerce  and  Trade  Routes 
The  use  of  the  precious  metals  as  money  greatly  aided  the  ex- 
change of  commodities  between  different  countries.    In  early 
times,  how 
ever,  all  in 
ternational  °'"^- 
trade  or  commerce  was 
exposed  to  many  dangers. 
Wild  tribes  and  bands  of 
robbers  infested  the  roads 
and  obliged  the  traveler 
and  trader  to  be  ever  on 
guard  against  their  at  tacks. 
Travel  by  water  had  also 
its  drawbacks.  Boats  were 
small  and  easily  swamped 
in  rough  weather.     With 

a  single  sail  and  few  oars-  Babylonian  Contract  Tablet 

men,  progress  was  very  rbe  >c(a>i  ubiei  i.  d°  the  righi ;  on  the  teit  ■•  >  hoiiw 
slow.     Without    compass  ci.»c««ot««iope. 

or  chart,  the  navigator  seldom  ventured  into  the  open  sea.^  He 
kept  as  close  as  possible  to  the  coast,  having  always  a  sharp  eye 
for  pirates  who  might  seize  his  vessel  and  take  him  into  slavery. 
In  spite  of  all  these  risks,  the  profits  of  foreign  trade  were  so  large 

night  bjr 
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that  from  early  times  there  existed  much  intercourse  between 
Oriental  lands. 

The  cities  of  the  Tigris-Euphrates  valley  were  admirably  situ- 
ated for  commerce^  both  by  sea  and  land.  They  enjoyed  a  cen- 
Asiatie  ^^^  position  between  eastern  and  western  Asia.    The 

Gommexce.  shortest  way  by  water  from  India  skirted  the  southern 
coast  of  Iran^  and  passing  up  the  Persian  Gulf,  gained  the  valley 
of  the  two  great  rivers.  The  sea  voyage,  however,  was  dangerous, 
since  it  led  across  a  waste  of  waters  and  along  an  exposed  and 
barbarous  coast.  Even  more  important  were  the  overland  roads 
from  China  and  India  which  met  at  Babylon  and  Nineveh.  Along 
these  routes  traveled  long  lines  of  caravans  laden  with  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  distant  East  —  gold  and  ivory,  jewels  and  silks,  tapes- 
tries, spices,  and  fine  woods.  Still  other  avenues  of  commerce 
radiated  to  the  west  and  entered  Asia  Minor,  Syria,  and  Egypt. 
All  these  trade  routes,  from  prehistoric  times,  have  been  arteries 
of  the  world's  wealth.    Many  of  them  are  in  use  even  to-day. 

If  the  inhabitants  of  Babylonia  and  Assyria  were  able  to  con- 
trol the  caravan  routes  of  Asia,  it  was  reserved  for  a  Syrian  people, 
Commerce  ^^^  Phoenicians,  to  become  the  pioneers  of  commerce 
with  Europe,  with  Europe.  As  early  as  1500  B.C.,  the  rich  copper 
mines  of  Cyprus  attracted  Phoenician  colonists  to  this  island.^ 
From  Cyprus  these  bold  mariners  and  keen  business  men  passed 
to  Crete,  thence  along  the  shores  of  Asia  Minor  to  the  Greek 
mainland,  and  possibly  to  the  Black  Sea.  Some  centuries  later 
the  Phoenicians  were  driven  from  these  regions  by  the  rising 
power  of  the  Greek  states.  Then  they  sailed  farther  westward 
and  established  their  trading  posts  in  Sicily,  Africa,  and  Spain. 
At  length  they  passed  through  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar  into  the 
Atlantic  and  visited  the  shores  of  western  Europe  and  Africa. 

The  Phoenicians  obtained  a  great  variety  of  products  from  their 
widely  scattered  settlements.  The  mines  of  Spain  yielded  tin, 
lead,  and  silver.    The  tin  was  especially  valuable  because  of  its 

^  See  page  8. 
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use  in  the  manufacture  of  bronze.*  From  Africa  came  ivory, 
ostrich  feathers,  and  gold ;  from  Arabia,  incense,  perfumes,  and 
costly  spices.  The  Phoenicians  found  a  ready  sale  for  p^ji^niciaii 
these  commodities  throughout  the  East.  Still  other  imports  and 
products  were  brought  directly  to  Phoenicia  to  provide  **P^"^' 
the  raw  materials  for  her  flourishing  manufactures.  The  fine  car- 
pets and  glassware,  the  cunning  works  in  silver  and  bronze,  and 
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the  beautiful   purple  cloths*  produced  by   Phoenician  factories 
were  exported  to  every  region  of  the  known  world. 

The  Phoenicians  were  able  to  shut  out  competitors  and  to  enjoy 
a  strict  monopoly  of  their  very  profitable  trade.     They  p^ji^nicjim 
kept  their  voyages  secret.     No  one  in  antiquity  knew  trade 
the  region  from  which  they  brought  their  tin.     Only  ^^^^voiy* 

1  The  Cassiterides,  or  Tin  Islands,  said  to  have  been  visited  by  the  Phoenicians, 
are  identified  with  the  modern  Scilly  Islands  ofTthe  southwestern  coast  of  England. 
It  is  unlikely  that  the  Phoenicians  ever  worlced  the  tin  mines  of  Cornwall,  on  the 
mainland. 

s  "  T3fnan  purple  '*  was  a  dye  secured  from  a  species  of  shellfish  found  along 
the  Phoenician  coast  and  in  Greek  waters. 
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by  chance  did  a  Greek  ship  discover  Spain,  with  which  the  Phoe- 
nicians had  traded  for  centuries.  It  is  said  that  the  sailors  of 
Carthage,  a  Phoenician  colony,  drowned  all  foreign  merchants 
whom  they  found  intruding  in  their  domains. 

For  almost  a  thousand  years  the  men  of  Tyre  and  Sidon  were 
the  chief  commercial  people  of  the  Mediterranean.     Their  shipw 

composed  the  navies  of  Babylonia,  Persia,  and  Egypt 
Commerciftl 

Bttpremacy  "What  city  is  like  Tyre?"  asks  a  Hebrew  writer, 
of  the  "When  thy  wares  went  forth  out  of  the  seas,  thou 

filledst  many  peoples;  thou  didst  enrich  the  kings 
of  the  earth  with  the  multitude  of  thy  riches  and  of  thy  merchan- 
dise." ^ 

The  Phoenicians  were  the  boldest  sailors  of  antiquity.  Some  of 
their  long  voyages  are  still  on  record.     We  learn  from  the  Bible 

Phcenician  ^^^'  '^^^  made  cruises  on  the  Red  Sea  and  Indian 
voyages  of  Ocean  and  brought  the  gold  of  Ophir  —  "  four  hundred 
exploration.  ^^^  twenty  talents  "  —  to  Solomon.'  There  is  even  a 
story  of  certain  Phoenicians  who,  by  direction  of  an  Egyptian  king, 
explored  the  eastern  coast  of  Africa,  rounded  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  after  three  years*  absence  returned  to  Egypt  through 
the  Strait  of  Gibraltar. 

A  much  more  probable  narrative  is  that  of  the  voyage  of  Hanno, 
a  Carthaginian  admiral.  We  still  possess  a  Greek  translation  of 
Hanno's  l^is  interesting  log  book.     It  describes  an  expedition 

expedition,  made  about  500  B.C.  along  the  coast  of  western  Africa. 
The  explorers  seem  to  have  sailed  as  far  as  the  country  now  called 
Sierra  Leone.  Among  the  trophies  brought  back  to  Carthage  were 
the  skins  of  three  huge  apes,  which  were  believed  to  be  human 
beings.  Hanno^s  account  of  them  is  the  first  notice  of  the  gorilla 
in  literature.  More  than  nineteen  hundred  years  passed  before 
a  similar  voyage  along  the  African  coast  was  undertaken. 

1  Ezekiel,  xxvii,  3»-33. 

^See  I  Kings^  ix,  a6-a8.  The  site  of  Ophir  is  not  known  though  probably 
it  was  in  southern  Arabia. 
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Wherever  the  Phoenicians  journeyed  they  established  settlements. 
Most  of  these  were  merely  trading  posts  which  contained  the  ware- 
houses for  the  storage  of  their  goods.  Hither  came  Phoraieian 
the  shy  natives  to  barter  their  raw  materials  for  the  fin-  «ettlemeiit8. 
ished  products  —  cloths,  tools  and  weapons,  wine  and  oil  —  which 
the  strangers  from  the  E^st  had  brought  with  them.  In  Europe 
there  was  a  very  important  station  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rhone,  where 
Phoenican  vessels  received  the  products  brought  overland  through 
Gaul.  Another  depot  was  located  at  the  head  of  the  Adriatic  Sea, 
the  end  of  a  great  trade  route  extending  over  the  Alps  and  into 
Grermany.  These  routes  were  not  discovered  by  the  Phoenicians ; 
they  had  been  known  and  used  during  prehistoric  times. 

Phoenician  settlements  sometimes  grew  to  be  large  and  flourish- 
ing cities.  The  colony  of  Gades  in  southern  Spain,  oades  and 
mentioned  in  the  Old  Testament  as  Tarshish,  survives  Carthage, 
to  this  day  as  Cadiz.  The  city  of  Carthage,  founded  in  north  Africa 
by  colonists  from  Tyre,  became  the  commercial  mistress  of  the 
Mediterranean.  Carthaginian  history  has  many  points  of  contact 
with  that  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans. 

34.    Law  and  Morality 

It  is  clear  that  societies  so  highly  organized  as  Phoenicia,  Egypt, 
and  Babylonia  must  have  been  held  together  by  the  firm  bonds 
of  law.     In  place  of  violence  and  the  rule  of  the  strong-  Beginnings 
est,  there  had  arisen  a  body  of  legal  principles  accord-  ^  ^^• 
ing  to  which  men  shaped  their  conduct. 

The  ancient  Babylonians,  especially,  were  a  legal-minded  people. 
When  a  man  sold  his  wheat,  bought  a  slave,  married  a  wife,  or 
made  a  will,  the  transaction  was  duly  noted  on  a  con-  Babylonian 
tract  tablet,  which  was  then  filed  away  in  the  public  contracts, 
archives.  Instead  of  writing  his  name,  a  Babylonian  stamped  his 
seal  on  the  wet  clay  of  the  tablet.  Every  man  who  owned  property 
had  to  have  a  seal.  A  tablet  was  protected  from  defacement 
by  being  placed  in  a  case  or  "  envelope." 
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The  earliest  laws  were,  of  course,  unwritten.  They  were  no 
more  than  the  long-established  customs  of  the  community.  As 
Laws  of  civilization  advanced,  the  usages  that  generally  pre- 
Hammitrabi.  vailed  were  written  out  and  made  into  legal  codes. 
A  recent  discovery  has  given  us  the  almost  complete  text  of 
the  laws  which  Hammurabi,  the  Babylonian  king,  ordered  to  be 
engraved  on  stone  monuments  and  set  up  in  all  the  chief  cities 
of  his  realm.^ 

The  code  of  Hammurabi  shows,  in  general,  a  high  sense  of 

justice.     A  man  who  tries  to  bribe  a  witness  or  a  judge  is  to  be 

^    ,  severely  punished.     A  farmer  who  is  careless  with  his 

Subject  ^  ^ 

matter  of  dikes  and  allows  the  water  to  run  through  and  flood  his 
Hammu-  neighbor's  land  must  restore  the  value  of  the  grain  he  has 
damaged.  The  owner  of  a  vicious  ox  which  has  gored  a 
man  must  pay  a  heavy  fine,  provided  he  knew  the  disposition  of 
the  animal  and  had  not  blunted  its  horns.'  A  builder  who  puts 
up  a  shaky  house  which  afterwards  collapses  and  kills  the  tenant 
is  himself  to  be  put  to  death.  On  the  other  hand,  the  code  has 
some  rude  features.  Punishments  were  severe.  For  injuries  to 
the  body  there  was  the  simple  rule  of  retaliation  —  an  eye  for  an 
eye,  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  a  limb  for  a  limb.  A  son  who  had 
struck  his  father  was  to  have  his  hands  cut  off.  The  nature  of  the 
punishment  depended,  moreover,  on  the  rank  of  the  aggrieved 
party.  A  person  who  had  caused  the  loss  of  a  ''  gentleman's  " 
eye  was  to  have  his  own  plucked  out ;  but  if  the  injury  was  done 
to  a  poor  man,  the  culprit  had  only  to  pay  a  fine.  Hammurabi 
evidently  intended  that  women  should  be  kept  in  subjection.  One 
of  his  laws  provides  that  a  wife  shall  be  thrown  into  the  river  "  if 
she  has  not  been  economical,  if  she  has  been  a  gadder-about,  has 
wasted  her  house,  and  belittled  her  husband." 

Hammurabi's  laws  thus  present  a  vivid  picture   of  Oriental 

I  A  monument  containing  the  code  of  Hammurabi  was  found  on  the  site  of 
Susa  in  1901-1902.    See  the  illustration,  page  37. 

3  Compare  the  regulations  of  the  Mosaic  code  on  this  subject  {Exodus^  xxi, 
28-32). 
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society  two  thousand  years  before  Christ    They  always  remained 
the  basis  of  the  Babylonian  and  Assyrian  legal  system.    They  were 
destined,  also,  to  exert  a  considerable  influence  upon  importance 
the  Hebrew  code.    Centuries  after  Hammurabi,  the  of  Hammu- 
enactments  of  the  old  Babylonian  king  were  repro-  '*1»*^^«- 
duced  in  some  of  the  familiar  regulations  of  the  laws  of  Moses. 
In  this  way  they  became  the  heritage  of  the  Hebrews,  and,  through 
them,  of  our  own  modem  world. 

The  regulations  which  we  find  in  the  earlier  books  of  the  Bible 
were  ascribed  by  the  Hebrews  to  their  lawgiver,  Moses.  He  had 
received  them,  they  believed,  from  Jehovah  himself  The  Mosaic 
on  Mount  Sinai,  amidst  lightnings  and  thunderings.  code. 
These  laws  covered  a  wide  range  of  topics.  They  fixed  all  re- 
ligious ceremonies,  required  the  observance  every  seventh  day  of 
the  Sabbath,  and  provided  for  three  great  feasts — Passover,  in 
memory  of  the  escape  from  Egypt ;  Pentecost,  to  celebrate  the 
giving  of  the  Ten  Commandments;  Tabernacles,  to  recall  the 
wanderings  in  the  Wilderness.  They  dealt  with  marriage  and 
the  family,  determined  the  penalty  of  crimes,  gave  elaborate  rules 
for  sacrifices,  and  even  indicated  what  foods  must  be  avoided  as 
"  unclean." 

No  other  ancient  people  possessed  a  code  so  elaborate.    The 
Jews  throughout  the  world  obey,  to  this  day,  its  pre-  influence  of 
cepts.     And  modem  Christendom  still  recites  the  Ten  the  Mosaic 
Commandments,  the  noblest  summary  of  the  rules  of       ** 
right  living  that  has  come  down  to  us  from  the  ancient  world. 

35.    Religion 

Oriental  ideas  of  religion,  even  more  than  of  law  and  morality, 
were  the  gradual  outgrowth  of  beliefs  held  by  the  Asiatic  peoples 
in  prehistoric  times.     Everywhere  nature  worship  pre-  natare 
vailed.     The  vault  of  heaven,  earth  and  ocean,  sun,  worship, 
moon,  and  stars  were  all  regarded  either  as  themselves  divine  or 
as  the  abode  of  divinities. 
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The  sun  was  an  object  of  especial  adoration.  We  find  a  sun 
god,  under  different  names,  in  every  Oriental  country.  The  Egyp- 
Sun  Eoda  of  ^^^^^  knew  of  him  as  Ra  and  called  each  Pharaoh  the 
Egypt  and      "  son  of  Ra."    The  obelisk  *  was  his  emblem.    United 

bylonia.      ^^  ^j^^  ^^j^^  of  Thebes  as  Amon-Ra,  he  became  "  king 

of  the  gods."  The  great  divinity  of  Babylonia,  Merodach,  was 
originally  a  sun  god.  As  '^  king  of  the  heavens  "  he  was  also  as- 
sociated with  Jupiter,  the  largest  of  the  planets. 

Another  inheritance  from  prehistoric  times  was  the  belief  in 
evil  spirits.  Especially  in  Babylonia  and  Assyria  this  became  a 
Babylonian  proroi'^ent  feature  of  the  popular  religion.  Men  sup- 
beUefln  posed  themselves  to  be  constantly  surrounded  by  a 
e  spinta.  j^^^^  ^^  demons  which  caused  insanity,  sickness,  dis- 
ease, and  death  —  all  the  ills  of  life.  They  were  given  such 
names  as  "  pestilence,"  "  storm,"  the  "  destroyer,"  the  "  seizer  " ; 
and  they  were  often  represented  under  the  terrifying  shapes  of 
dragons  and  serpents.  People  lived  in  constant  fear  of  offending 
these  malignant  beings. 

To  cope  with  evil  spirits  the  Babylonian  used  magic.  He  put 
up  a  small  image  of  a  protecting  god  at  the  entrance  to  his  house, 
Babylonian  ^^^  woTt  charms  upon  his  person.  If  he  felt  ill,  he 
magic.  went  to  a  priest,  who  recited  a  long  incantation  sup- 

posed to  drive  out  the  "  devil "  afflicting  the  patient.  The  repu- 
tation of  the  Babylonian  priests  was  so  widespread  that  in  time 
the  very  name  "  Chaldean  "  came  to  mean  one  who  is  a  magician. 
Some  of  their  magical  rites  were  borrowed  by  the  Jews,  and  later 
by  the  Romans,  from  whom  they  entered  Christian  Europe.  The 
popular  superstitions  of  the  Middle  Ages  regarding  demons,  witch- 
craft, and  the  devil  go  back,  in  part,  to  old  Babylonia. 

The  Babylonians  had  also  many  methods  of  predicting  the  fu- 

^.^    ^         ture.     Soothsayers  divined  from  dreams  and  from  the 
Divination.  ^ 

casting  of  lots.     Omens  of  prosperity  or  misfortune 
were  drawn  from  the  twisting  and  color  of  the  intestines  of  animals. 

^See  the  illustration,  page  102. 
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A  very  remarkable  kind  of  divination  was  based  on  inspection  of 
the  liver.     That  organ  contains  so  much  blood  that  it  naturally 
came  to  be  regarded  as  the  seat  of  life  and  of  the  sotiL     Baby- 
lonian priests  used  a  sheep's  liver,  which  they  examined  with  the 
greatest  care  for  its  fissures  and  markings,  all  Kith  mystic  mean- 
ings.   Divination  by  the  liver  was  studied  for  centuries   in  the 
temple  schools  of  Baby- 
Ionia.    The  practice 
afterwards  spread  to  Asia 
Minor,    and    thence    to 
Italy,  where  the  Romans 
learned  it. 

Astrology  received 
much  attention.  It  was 
believed  that  the  five 
planets,  comets,  eclipses 
of  the  sun  and  moon,  all 

exerted  an 

Aitiology. 
influence  for 

good  or  evil  on  the  life  of  clay  model  of  a  Liver, 

man.     This    Babylonian  Britiih  Mmtum,  London. 

astrology   likewise  ex-  Xb.  «irfa:e  of  Ib.  d^  i.  iiucribed  with  m.giad 

tended  to  western  lands 

and  became  very  popular  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  Some 
of  it  survives  to  the  present  time.  When  we  name  the  days  Satur- 
day, Sunday,  and  Monday,  we  are  unconscious  astrologers,  for  in 
old  belief  the  first  day  belonged  to  the  planet  Saturn,  the  second 
to  the  sun,  and  the  third  to  the  moon.'  Similarly,  a  "  martial," 
"jovial,"  or  "lunatic"  character  was  thought  to  be  caused  by 
heavenly  influences,  by  Mars,  Jupiter  (Jove),  or  the  moon  (Luna). 
In  fact,  superstitious  people  who  try  to  read  their  fate  in  the  stars 
are  really  practicing  an  art  of  Babylonian  invention. 

'The  names  o(  the  four  other  week  days  come  from  the  name*  of  old  German 
deiiies.  Tuesday  is  the  dajr  of  Tiu  (the  Germanic  Mare),  Wednesday  of  Woden 
(Mercury),  Thursday  of  Thor  (Jupiter),  and  Friday  of  the  goddess  Freya  (Venus). 
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Less  influential  in  later  times  was  the  animal  worship  of  the 
Egyptians.    This,  too,  was  an  heritage  from  the  prehistoric  past. 

Many  common  animals  of  Egypt  —  the  cat,  the  hawk, 
wnvUp  the  jackal,  the  bull,  the  crocodile,  the  beetle  —  were 

of  the  highly  reverenced.    Some  received  worship  because 

deities  were  supposed  to  dwell  in  them.  At  Memphis, 
for  example,  the  priests  said  that  a  god  inhabited  a  bull  called 
Apis,  which  could  be  distinguished  by  a  black  skin,  a  white  spot 
on  the  forehead,  and  by  other  markings.  Naturally,  the  Apis  bull 
was  held  in  high  honor  and  was  embalmed  after  death,' 

The  larger  number  of  Egyptian  animals  were  not  worshiped 
for  themselves,  but  as  symbols  of  different  gods.     Thus  the  lioness 

•jmboiBof     to   Ra,   as 

"»'"'*°''      personifying 

the    destructive    power 

of  the  sun's  rays.    The 

baboon  was  an  emblem 

of  the  god  of  wisdom, 

perhaps  because  of  the 
An  Egyptian  Scarab 

senous    expression   and 

human  ways  of  that  ape.    The  beetle,  as  a  symbol  of  birth  and 

resurrection,  and  hence  of  immortality,  enjoyed  great  reverence. 

A  scarab,*  or  image  of  the  beetle,  was  often  worn  as  a  charm,  and 

was  placed  in  the  mummy  as  an  artificial  heart, 

36.  Ideas  of  God  and  of  tbe  Future  Life 

In  the  midst  of  such  an  assemblage  of  nature  deities,  spirits, 

HoaatheiHii    ^^^  sacred  animals,  it  was  indeed  remarkable  that  the 

In  Egypt.       belief  in  one  god  should  ever  have  found  a  foothold. 

Yet  it  is  possible  to  trace  a  gradual  movement  in  the  direction 

'  The  buriai  place  ollhesacred  bulls  was  found  in  1851  in  a  rock-hewn  chamber 
near  the  site  01'  ancient  Memphis.  The  tomb  slill  contained  the  immense  coffios  ol 
granite  and  jcveral  mummiBed  bull*.  '  Latin  icaratoMi,  "  beetle." 
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of  monotheism.  Some  Egyptian  thinkers  had  apparently  reached 
the  idea  of  a  single  supreme  divinity.  One  of  the  Pharaohs  in  the 
fourteenth  century  even  tried  to  impose  this  belief  upon  his  sub- 
jects. He  sought  to  sweep  away  all  the  old  gods  at  a  stroke  and 
to  replace  them  by  a  single  god,  the  "  great,  living  disk  of  the 
sun,  beside  whom  there  is  none  other."  The  king  ordered  that 
the  names  of  other  deities  should  be  erased  from  the  monuments 
and  that  their  images  should  be  destroyed.  In  the  sun  he  saw 
the  source  of  all  life  upon  the  earth,  and  so  he  caused  its  rays  to 
be  represented  each  with  a  hand  holding  out  the  sign  of  life  to  the 
world.  As  fax  as  we  are  aware,  no  such  lofty  faith  had  ever 
appeared  before ;  but  it  was  too  abstract  and  impersonal  to  win 
popular  favor. 

Babylonian  speculation   exhibits  a  similar  tendency  towards 
monotheism.     Merodach,  the  sun  god,  came  to  be  regarded  not 
only  as  head  of  all  the  gods,  but  as  actually  uniting  in 
himself  their  vanous  attributes.     One  ancient  inscrip-  iatic  tenden- 
tion  refers  to  at  least  thirteen  of  the  Babylonian  deities  <^**«  ^ 
as  merely  forms  under  which  Merodach  manifests  him- 
self to  man.    Still  later  we  find  King  Nebuchadnezzar  addressing 
Merodach  in  prayer  as  "  thou  who  art  from  everlasting,  thou  who  art 
Lord  of  all  that  exists.''     Such  words  show  how  narrow  was  the 
line    that   divided   the   higher    Babylonian   thought   from    true 
monotheism. 

Among  the  Medes  and  Persians  there  arose  about  700  b.c.  a 
great  prophet  named  Zoroaster.  He  taught  a  faith  marked  by 
deep  spirituality  and  moral  insight.  It  was  the  only  Monotheism 
monotheistic  religion  developed  by  an  Indo-European  *"  Persia, 
people.  Ormazd,^  the  heaven-deity,  is  the  maker  and  upholder 
of  the  universe.  As  the  god  of  light  and  order,  he  is  also  the  god 
of  truth  and  purity.  Against  him  and  his  attendant  spirits  stand 
the  forces  of  darkness  and  sin,  headed  by  the  wicked  Ahriman. 
These  rival  powers  are  engaged  in  a  ceaseless  contest  for  the 

1  The  modem  name,  contracted  from  the  ancient  Ahura-Mazda. 
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mastery.  Mankind,  by  doing  right  and  avoiding  wrong,  by  loving 
truth  and  hating  falsehood,  can  help  to  make  Good  triumph  over 
Evil.  In  the  end,  Ormazd  will  overcome  Ahriman  and  will  reign 
supreme  in  a  new  and  righteous  world.  Those  who  have  served 
him,  Ormazd  will  reward  with  a  life  of  eternal  blessedness ;  but 
those  who  have  chosen  Ahriman's  side,  he  will  punish  with  endless 
misery.  Thus  Zoroastrianism  marked  a  real  advance  toward  a 
pure  morality  and  the  belief  in  one  god.* 

The  Hebrews,  alone  among  the  Semitic  nations  of  antiquity, 
were  to  develop  the  worship  of  their  god,  Jehovah,*  into  a  lasting 
2^.  monotheism.     This  was  a  long  and  gradual  process. 

Hebrew  Jehovah  was  at  first  regarded  as  the  peculiar  divinity 

monotheiam.  ^f  ^j^^  Hebrew  people.     His  worshipers  did  not  deny 

the  existence  of  the  gods  of  other  nations.  But  they  thought  of 
Jehovah  as  a  "  jealous  "  god,  who  would  not  suffer  his  people  to 
pay  homage  or  offer  sacrifice  to  any  strange  deity.  The  First 
Commandment,  for  instance,  requires  that  the  Hebrews  shall  have 
no  other  gods  "  before  Me  "  or  "  beside  Me." 

From  the  eighth  century  onwards,  this  narrow  conception  of  Je- 
hovah was  transformed  by  the  labors  of  the  Hebrew  prophets. 
Teachinn  of  ^^*^^  Zoroaster  was  carrying  his  doctrine  to  the  Per- 
theHebfew  sians,  Israel  was  listening  to  even  nobler  teachings, 
prophets.  jj^^  prophets  taught  that  Jehovah  was  the  one  ever- 
lasting God  in  whose  hands  are  all  the  corners  of  the  earth.  He 
was  not  only  the  creator  and  ruler  of  the  world,  He  was  also  the 

>  Zoroastrians  are  still  to  be  found  in  the  B^st.  In  Persia,  now  a  Mohammedan 
country,  there  is  a  little  band  of  devoted  followers  of  Zoroaster,  who  keep  up  to  this 
day  the  tenets  of  their  ancient  faith.  In  India,  the  Parsees  of  Bombay  are  the  de- 
scendants of  those  Persians  who  fled  from  Persia  at  the  Mohammedan  conquest, 
rather  than  surrender  their  cherished  beliefs  and  embrace  a  new  religion.  Among  the 
Parsees,  portions  of  the  old  Persian  scriptures,  called  the  Avesta,  have  been  dis- 
covered. They  are  written  in  an  extinct  language,  akin  to  Sanskrit  and  known  as 
Zend.  Our  knowledge  of  Zoroaster's  doctrines  is  obtained  from  these  precious 
fragments  of  the  Avesta, 

2  The  name  "  Jehovah  **  was  never  known  to  the  ancient  Hebrews.  *  Jahweh  * 
is  perhaps  as  near  as  we  can  come  to  the  original  usage.  Thus  the  word  *'  halle- 
lujah '*  means  "  praise  Jah,"  the/  being  pronounced  like  jf. 
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loving  father  of  mankind.  In  place  of  sacrifices  and  burnt  offer- 
ings, the  prophets  set  simple  righteousness.  "  What  doth  the 
Lord  require  of  thee,"  says  one  of  them,  "  but  to  do  justly,  and  to 
love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God  ?  "  * 

These  higher  teachings  at  first  were  firmly  held  by  only  a  few 
individuals  among  the  Hebrews.  The  common  people  tended 
constantly  to  fall  away  into  the  superstition  and  idol-  j^g^^„ 
atry  of  their  neighbors.  Then  came  the  Assyrian  and  Hebrew 
Babylonian  conquests,  in  which  faithful  Hebrews  saw  a  ■*^<**'^***»*» 
punishment  sent  by  Jehovah  for  their  sins.  Those  who  returned 
to  Palestine  after  the  captivity  in  Babylon '  were  now  ready  to  fol- 
low the  prophets  who  bade  them  worship  one  God  and  Him  only. 
Thus  gradually  did  the  sublime  faith  of  the  prophets  become  the 
soul  of  an  entire  people.  On  this  Hebrew  monotheism  two  world 
religions  have  been  founded  —  Mohammedanism  and  Christianity. 

We  do  not  find  among  the  early  Hebrews  or  any  other  Oriental 

people,  very  clear  ideas  about  the  life  after  death.    The  Egyptians 

long  believed  that  the  soul  of  the  dead  man  resided  in  ^      ^ 

Egyptiaii 

or  near  the  tomb,  closely  associated  with  the  body,  ideas  of  the 
This  notion  seems  to  have  first  led  to  the  practice  of  •***•  of 
embalming  the  corpse  so  that  it  might  never  suffer  de* 
cay.     If  the  body  was  not  preserved,  the  soul  might  die,  or  it 
might  become  a  wandering  ghost,  restless  and  dangerous  to  roan. 
Hence,  also,  the  Egyptians  tried  to  place  the  mummy  in  such  a 
situation  that  it  should  never  be  disturbed  to  the  end  of  time. 
The  grave  they  called  an  "  eternal  dwelling." 

In  later  centuries  the  soul  was  pictured  as  undergoing  after 
death  the  ordeal  of  a  last  judgment.  One  of  the  chapters  of  the 
Book  of  the  Dead  explains  what  the  soul  ought  to  say,  xhe  last 
when  entering  the  hall  in  the  spirit  world  where  sits  Judga^nt. 
Osiris,  the  judge,  with  forty-two  grim  jurors  as  his  assistants.  The 
soul  must  declare  that  he  has  not  murdered,  stolen,  coveted  the 
property  of  others,  blasphemed  the  gods,  borne  false  witness,  or 

1  Micah,  vi,  8.  *  See  page  64. 
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ill  treated  his  parents.  During  this  recitation,  his  heart  was  being 
weighed  in  balances  over  against  a  feather,  the  symbol  of  truth. 
If  the  heart  was  found  not  light,  Osiris  welcomed  the  soul  to  a 
blissful  immortality  in  a  land  where  harvests  never  failed,  where 
trees  were  always  green,  and  wives  remained  forever  young 
and  fair.  The  fate  of  him  who  failed  to  sustain  the  ordeal  success- 
fiiUy  seems  to  have  been  fearful  torment,  ending  in  annihilation. 
This  famous  judgment  scene  shows  us  that  the  Egyptians  had  al- 


The  Judgment  of  the  Dead 

frwe  APapf  rut  coaoiningtiit  Sea*  t/ tit  2}imJ, 

ready  begun  to  think  of  the  future  state  as  a  place  of  rewards  and 
punishments.  As  a  man  had  lived  in  the  earthly  life,  so  would  be 
his  lot  in  the  next. 

Some  Oriental  peoples  kept  the  primitive  belief  that  after 
death  all  men,  good  and  bad  alike,  suffered  the  same  fate.  The 
The  Babylo-  Babylonian  ideas  were  dolefiil  in  the  extreme.  At 
nian  Araiiii.  death,  every  one  went  to  a  gloomy  underworld.  Its 
name  was  Arallu,  "  the  house  of  darkness  whence  they  that  enter 
go  out  no  more;  the  house  whose  inhabitants  are  deprived  of 
light ;  where  dust  is  their  sustenance,  their  food  clay.  Light  they 
see  not,  they  sit  in  darkness." 

The  Hebrews  appear  to  have  adopted  from  Babylonia  their  idea 
of  Sheol,  the  place  of  departed  spirits.     It,  also,  was  a  dismal 
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underworld  of  awfal  depth.    Saint  and  sinner  both  lay  in  Sheol, 
"  the  land  of  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death."  *  ^^^  ^ 
The  good  man  was  considered  to  receive  his  reward  sheol. 
in  a  long  and  happy  career  here  on  earth. 

Such  thoughts  of  the  life  after  death  left  nothing  for  either 
fear  or  hope.    In  later  centuries  the  Hebrews  gave  up  the  Baby- 
lonian conception  of  the  future  state  for  one  more  like  L^ter  He- 
that  of  ancient  Persia.    From  the  Jewish  religion,  in  ^w«^  ideas, 
tarn,  Christianity  has  taken  over  its  leading  ideas  of  the  resurrec- 
tion of  the  dead  and  of  a  final  judgment. 

37.    Literature 

Religion  inspired  the  largest  part  of  ancient  literature.  Each 
Oriental  people  possessed  sacred  writings.  Already  venerable  in 
3000  B.C,  was  the  Egyptian  Book  of  the  Dead.  It  ^j^^  Kgyp- 
was  a  collection  of  hymns,  prayers,  and  magical  phrases  tian  Book  of 
to  be  recited  by  the  soul  on  its  journey  beyond  the 
grave  and  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Osiris.  A  chapter  from 
this  work  usually  covered  the  inner  side  of  the  mummy  case. 

Much  more  interesting  are  the  two  Babylonian  epics.    The  clay 
tablets  which  contain  them  were  taken  in  thousands  the  Babylo- 
of  fragments  from  a  royal  library  at  Nineveh.     They  J*»*"  epics, 
are  copies  of  original  texts  which  may  date  back  twenty  centuries 
before  Christ.' 

The  epic  of  the  Creation  tells  how  the  god  Merodach'  over- 
came a  terrible  dragon,  the  symbol  of  primeval  chaos,  and  thus 
established  order  in  the  universe.  Then  with  half  the  story  of  the 
body  of  the  dead  dragon  he  made  a  covering  for  the  Creation. 
heavens  and  set  therein  the  stars.  Next  he  caused  the  new  moon 
to  shine  and  made  it  the  ruler  of  the  night.     His  last  work  was 

"^Job^  X,  21. 

3  The  tablets  containing  the  Deluge  story  date  from  about  660  B.C.  But  some 
texts  in  the  private  collection  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Morgan,  containing  fragments  of  the 
same  l^^nd,  go  back  to  about  1900  B.C.  Even  these  are  believed  to  be  copies  of 
still  older  records.  >  See  page  9a. 
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the  creation  of  man,  in  order  that  the  service  and  worship  of  the 
gods  might  be  established  forever. 

The  second  epic  deals  with  the  exploits  of  a  hero  called 
Gilgamesh.  It  contains  an  account  of  a  flood,  sent  by  the  gods 
Tht  Flood  to  punish  sinful  men.  The  rain  fell  for  six  days  and 
i«E«iid.  nights  and  covered  the  entire  earth.     All  men  were 

drowned  except  the  Babylonian  Noah,  his  family,  and  his  relatives, 
who  safely  rode  the 
waters  in  an  ark. 
This  ancient  nar- 
rative so  closely  re- 
sembles the  Bible 
story  in  Genesis 
that  we  must  trace 
them  both  to  a 
common  source. 
In  addition  to 
The  Deluge  Tablet  religious    writings, 

Briiiih  MuKum,  London  many  Other  foims 

\^tT<^,^'^^2^X!^^'^J^^^^.^^  of  literature  flour- 
ibe  RitDniioD.  ished    in    Egypt 

and  Babylonia.  Very  entertaining  are  the  Precepts  of  Ptah-hotep, 
a  book  of  proverbial  wisdom  in  which  an  ancient  Egyptian  sage 
SMolar  sums  up  the  experience  of  a  long  life.    They  may  be 

Utwrtim.  compared  with  the  Pnwerbs  attributed  to  Solomon. 
Ptah-hotep  advises  his  readers  to  obey  their  superiors  in  rank,  to 
treat  wives  and  children  kindly,  to  show  good  manners  at  table,  and 
to  avoid  tale  bearing.  Sometimes  he  rises  to  higher  things,  "  If 
thou  art  a  wise  man,"  says  Ptah-hotep,  "  train  up  a  son  who  will  be 
pleasing  to  God."  The  Poem  of  Pentaiir,  so  called  from  the  scribe 
who  copied  it,  is  a  stirring  description  of  the  warlike  exploits  of 
Rameses  II.'  It  forms  the  nearest  approach  to  epic  poetry  made 
by  the  Egyptians.     The  short  story  or  novel  was  known  in  EgypL 

»  See  page  46. 
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One  story  recalls  the  Hebrew  narrative  of  Joseph  and  his  brothers. 

Another  resembles  the  account  of  Sindbad  the  Sailor  in  the  Arabian 

Nights.    From  both  Egypt  and  Babylonia  come  many  fables  and 

folk-songs,  to  help  us  in 

picturing   the   life   and 

thought  of  the  Oriental 

world. 

All  these  writings  are  j 
so  ancient  that  their  very  { 
authors    are    forgotten. 
The  interest  they  excite 
is  historical  rather  than 
literary.    From  Oriental 
antiquity  only  one  great 
work     has  xha  Habrew 
reached    us  BiW"- 
that  still  has  power  to 
move  the  hearts  of  men 
—  the  Hebrew  Bible. 

The  sacred  scriptures 
of  the  Hebrews,  which 
we  call  the  Old  Testa-  Amcient  Hebrew  Mani 

ment,  were  the  product  dmbridgi  UBivenily  Library,  England 

of  many  authors   whose       Aiapynitofth=Sr«c»nlu[yA.D.,coiiniBiB(  IheTea 
.  .  CommaDdoKDU.    It  was  JiKovercil  in  Effypt 

wntings  extend  over  a 

very  long  period  of  time.  Some  of  the  earlier  books  may  go  back 
as  far  as  the  ninth  century  b.c.  ;  some  of  the  later  books  date  from 
the  third  and  second  centuries  B.C.  The  Old  Testa-  The  Old 
ment  includes  nearly  every  kind  of  literature  and  To»um»nt. 
makes  up  a  library  in  itself.  Sober  histories,  beautiful  stories,  ex- 
quisite poems,  wise  proverbs,  noble  prophecies  are  all  gathered 
within  this  collection.  Its  influence  on  the  Christian  world  for 
nineteen  hundred  years  has  been  incalculable.  We  shall  not  be 
wrong  in  regarding  the  Old  Testament  as  the  most  important 
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single   contribution  made   by  any  ancient   people   to   modern 
civilization.' 

38.  The  Fine  Arts 
Architecture,  in  Egypt,  was  the  leading  art.  The  Egyptians 
were  the  first  people  who  learned  to  raise  buildings  with  vast  halls 
lETptUn  supported  by  ponderous  columns.  Their  wealth  and 
•rcUtMton.  stilly  however,  were  not  lavished  in  the  erection  of 
fine  private  mansions  or  splendid  public  buildings.    The  cbarac- 


Temple  at  Lukok  (Rbstoreii) 

teristic  works  of  Egyptian  architecture  are  the  tombs  of  the  kings 
and  the  temples  of  the  gods. 

We  still  possess,  especially  in  the  ruins  of  Thebes,  extensive 
remains  of  the  sacred  architecture  of  Egypt     The  reconstruction 

<  Besides  the  39  books  of  iheOldTeslament,  mostly  composed  in  Hebrew,  there 
■re  14  other  books  wriiien  partly  in  Aianiaic.  These  make  up  the  Apocrypba. 
The  Apocrypliai  wrilLngs,  being  considered  less  authentic  Ihan  the  other  Hebrew 
scriptures,  are  sometimes  omitted  from  Ihc  Bible.  The  Authorized  Version  of  [he 
Old  Testament,  used  by  F*roteslant  churches  in  England  and  America,  was  made  in 
l6ti  during  the  reign  of  the  EInglish  king,  James  I.  Kor  this  reason  it  is  known 
as  the  King  James  Version.  In  the  Greek  Church  of  Russia,  the  translation  of  the 
Old  Testament  employed  Is  that  called  the  Sepluaginl.  The  Lalin  version  of  the 
Bible  known  asihe  Vulgate  was  prepared  by  St,  Jerome  nearthe  close  of  (he  fourth 
century  A.D.  It  is  the  basis  of  the  English  translation  called  the  Douay  Bible  used 
by  Roman  Catholics  in  English-speaking  counldes.  A  commission  of  scholars, 
appointed  by  Pope  Pius  X,  is  now  laboring  at  Rome  on  the  revi^on  of  the  Vulgate, 
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of  the  great  structure  at  Luxor,  which  Rameses  H  completed, 
wilt  give  some  idea  of  an  Egyptian  temple.  The  building  ex- 
tended along  the  Nile  for  nearly  eight  hundred  feet.  TenplM  of 
A  double  line  of  sphinxes  led  to  the  only  entrance,  in  'CTPt. 
front  of  which  were  two  obelisks  and  four  colossal  statues  of 
Rameses.  The  temple  contained  three  huge  gateways  called 
pylons.     Behind  the  first  came  an  open  court  surrounded  by  a 


Rock  Temple  at  Abu-Simbel  (Ii 

Tbc  temple,  buQl  by  Riiniesei  U  on  the  iieep  fue  of  i  clifT  overiookini  the  Nile,  hu  ■ 
aboul  6i  feci  kigh,  art  cut  oul  of  Ihe  lolid  inck.    The  ialerioT  chamben  of  ihe  lemplc  renEh 


portico  upheld  by  pillars.  The  second  and  third  pylons  were 
connected  by  a  covered  passage  leading  into  another  open  court. 
Beyond  this  was  a  hypostyle  hall,  that  is,  a  hall  with  a  flat  roof 
supported  by  columns.  Lower  rooms  at  the  rear  of  the  temple 
contained  the  "  holy  of  holies,"  or  sanctuary  of  the  god.  Only 
the  king  and  priests  could  enter  it.  Special  chambers  for  the 
priests  were  grouped  about  the  main  building.  Such  a  mighty 
structure  leaves  upon  the  observer  an  impression  of  peculiar 
massiveness,  solidity,  and  grandeur.  It  seems  built,  not  for 
time,  but  ibr  eternity. 
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The  architecture  of  Babylonia  and  Assyria  was  totally  unlike 
that  of  Egypt,  because  brick,  and  not  stone,  formed  the  chief 
Bkbyioniaii  building  material.  In  Babylonia,  the  temple  was  a 
tempiea.  solid,  square  tower,  built  on  a  broad  platform  of  sun- 
dried  bricks.  It  consisted  usually  of  seven  stages,  which  arose 
one  above  the  other  to  the  top,  where  the  shrine  of  the  deity  was 
placed.    The  different  stages  were  connected   by  an   inclined 
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ascent.  The  four  sides  of  the  temple  faced  the  cardinal  points, 
and  the  several  stages  were  dedicated  to  the  sun,  moon,  and  five 
planets.  The  architects  made  these  buildings  high  enough,  like 
the  "Tower of  Babel"  itself,  to  over-top  the  severest  inundation. 
On  the  flat  land  of  Babylonia  they  must  have  been  very  conspic- 
uous objects.  The  temple  at  Nippur,  which  has  been  recently 
excavated,  aflbrda  a  good  example  of  such  structures. 

In  Assyria  the  characteristic  building  was  the  palace.  Sargon's 
royal  residence  near  Nineveh  was  placed  upon  an  earthen  plat- 
AMyclsn  form,  held  in  on  all  sides  by  stone  walls.  It  consisted 
P«Umi.  of  a  series  of  one-storied  rectangular  halls  and  long 

corridors  surrounding  inlerior  courts.    They  were  provided  with 
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imposing  entrances,   flanked  by  colossal    human- headed   bulls.^ 
Enameled   bricks  and   alabaster  slabs  adorned  with   bas-reliefs 
lined  the  inner  walls.    The  entire  building  covered  more  than 
twenty-three  acres,  and  contained  two  hundred  apartments   and 
over  three  hundred  open  courts.    Though    such   palaces  were 
splendid  enough  in  their 
day,  the  sun-dried  brick 
which  composed  them 
lacked  the  durability  of 
Egyptian   stone   build- 
ings.    Now  their  crum- 
bling    ruins    rise    like 
miniature  mountains 
from  the  Mesopotamiaa 
plain. 

The  surviving  ex- 
amples of  Egyptian 
sculpture  consist  of  bas- 
reliefa  and  figures  in 
the  round,  carved  from 
limestone  BeypUu 
and  granite,  wolptow. 

or    cast    in    bronze. 

An  Assyrian  Winged  Hvman.hbaded  Bull 
Many  of  the  statues 

appear  to  our  eyes  very  stiff  and  ungraceful.  The  sculptor  never 
learned  how  to  pose  his  figures  easily  or  how  to  group  them  into 
an  artistic  whole.  In  spite  of  these  defects,  some  Egyptian  statues 
are  wonderfully  good  portraits. 

Few  examples  have  reached  us  of  Babylonian  and  Assyrian 
sculpture  in  the  round.  As  in  Egypt,  the  figures  seem  rigid  and 
out  of  proportion.     The    Assyrian    bas-reliefs   show   a   higher 

>  The  images  of  bulls  and  lions  with  wings  and  human  heads  represented  guard- 
ian spirits.  The  Biblical  conception  of  Ihe  cherubim  {EtctUl.  i.  5-11)  seems  10 
hare  been  suggested  by  Ihese  slrange  monsters.  The  word  "  cherub  "  il  itself  a 
Babyloniaa  term  which  comes  10  us  through  [he  Hebrew  language. 
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development  of  the  artistic  sense,  especially  in  the  rendering  of  ani- 
mals.   The  sculptures  that  deal  with  the  exploits  of  the  kings  in 
ScDiiitDn  Id  ''^  ^**  hunting  often  tell  their 
Bcbyionla      story  in  so  graphic  a  way  as  to 
MdAMyrt..   jjjg^g    yp    f^^    ^jj^    absence    of 

written  records. 

Painting  in  the  ancient  Elast  did  not  reach 
the  dignity  of  an  independent  art.     It  was 
Oitntai         employed  solely   for   decorative 
piintiiig.        purposes.     Bas-reliefs    and    wall 
surfaces  were  often  brightly  colored.     Differ- 
ent colors  were  used  to  represent  different 
objects :  men  and  women  were  painted  red, 
prisoners   yellow,   water   blue,   birds  green. 
The  artist  had  no  linowledge  of  perspective 
and  drew  all  his  figures  in  profile  without 
any  distinction  of  light  and  shade.     Indeed, 
Oriental  painting,  as  well  as  Oriental  sculp- 
An  Assvkian  Statue    ture  and  architecture,  made  small  pretense 
Brid.hM««uffl.u„.A™     j^  jj^^  beautiful.     Beauty  was  bom  into  the 
TiK  king,  a  role  h™ic    ^qj^  ^^^^^  (he  art  of  the  Greeks. 

figure,  ttands  upright  be- 
[on  Uk  god.  He  hotdi  • 
club  in  the  left  hin],  in  (he  39.      ScleOCe 

btemiticoftheihephenjof  Scientific  investigations  among  Asiatic 
kb^AewTk^™  peoples  were  seldom  underuken  from  the 
bjF»  richly  fringed  mariie,    _..„^„   .  lovc  of  truth  for  its  own  Sake. 

thrown    twice   rouod  Ihe      CBWWttr  m 

t^_  OileoUl  What  knowledge  was  gained  of 

■danca.  nature's  secrets  grew  out  of  efforts 

to  solve,  in  the  easiest  manner,  the  problems  of  daily  life. 
Oriental  science  was  thoroughly  practical  in  character.  In  spite 
of  this  defect,  the  Egyptians  and  Babylonians  made  noteworthy 
progress  and  handed  over  to  neighboring  peoples  the  results  of 
their  inquiries. 
Conspicuous  advance  took  place  in  the  exact  sciences.    The 
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leading  operations  of  arithmetic  were  known.  A  Babylonian 
tablet  gives  a  table  of  squares  and  cubes  correctly  jirtthmotic 
calculated  from  i  to  60.  The  number  11  was  the  ud 
basis  of  all  reckonings.  The  division  of  the  circle  B**"**^- 
into  degrees,  minutes,  and  seconds  (360°,  60',  60")  was  an  inven- 
tion of  the  Babylonians  which  illustrates  this  duodecimal  system. 
A  start  was  made  in  geometry.     One  of  the  oldest  of  Egyptian 


AN  ASSYRIAN  Hunting  Scenb 

Britiih  MuMum,  London 
A  bu-Rlutrftom  1  ilab  ftnind  u  Ninerefa. 

books  contains  a  dozen  geometrical  problems.     This  knowledge 
was  afterwards  developed  into  a  true  science  by  the  Greeks, 

In  both  Egypt  and  Babylonia,  the  cloudless  skies  and  stitl, 
warm  nights  early  led  to  astronomical  research.  At  a  remote 
period,  perhaps  before  4000  b.c,  the  Egyptians  framed 
the  solar  year  from  which  ours  has  come.'  The 
Babylonians  retained  the  primitive  lunar  months  and  lunar  year,* 
but  in  some  branches  of  astronomy  they  made  remarkable  prog- 
ress. By  the  seventh  century  before  our  era  they  were  able  to 
trace  the  course  of  the  sun  through  the  twelve  constellations  of 
the  zodiac,*  and  to  distinguish  five  of  the  planets  from  the  fixed 

1  See  page  19. 

*The  Babylonian  names  of  the  months  were  (aken  o»er  by  the  Jews. 
*At  least  seven  □[  the  twelve  zodiacal  signs  found  in  our  almanacs  —  Hon,  ram, 
icotpion.  ciab,  fishes,  archei,  and  twins  —  are  of  Babylonian  origin. 
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stars.  One  of  their  greatest  achievements  was  the  successful 
prediction  of  eclipses.  This  was  a  very  important  matter  to  the 
Babylonians,  since  an  eclipse  of  the  moon  formed  an  ominous 
sign  threatening  some  disaster.  Such  astronomical  discoveries 
must  have  required  long  ages  of  patient,  accurate  observation. 

The  first  ideas  men  had 
of  the  universe  were  of 
the  simplest  sort  —  the 
ideas  of  children.  The 
Egyptians  imagined  the 
universe  to  be 
like  a  large 
box,  with  the  earth  form- 
ing the  floor  and  Egypt 
in  its  center.  Four  lofty 
mountain  peaks  supported 
the  heavens.  The  earth- 
ward face  of  the  sky  was 
sprinkled  with  star  lamps, 
carried  by  gods.  The 
■:.:.^=..^    .-os«^i-..   «-^'-: -.    -  Miitjy   Way   formed   a 

A  Babylonian  Arch  heavenly  Nile,    flowing 

morur.    It  rarmed  pan  of  ■  tunnel  ippanntly  de-  " 

•LgnedfordninagcpuipoMi.  Thit  it  the  oidi.i  m-    the  Hghteous  dead  Uvcd 

ampe      atrucrc    in  t.isltnct.  .^    pCTpCtUal    happlUeSS 

under  the  rule  of  Osiris.  The  ancient  Hebrews  believed  that  the 
earth  was  the  center  of  the  universe.  Above  the  world  came  the 
solid  Rrmament,  supporting  the  waters"  that  areabove  the  heavens."' 
Beneath  the  earth's  surface  lay  "  the  great  deep,"  from  which  all 
fountains  and  rivers  sprang.  Sheol,  the  abode  of  departed  spirits, 
was  situated  under  the  deep. 

Geographical  ideas  for  a  long  time  were  equally  primitive.     An 

ancient  map,  scratched  on  clay,  indicates  that  about  eight  centuries 

1  PiaJm,  cilviii,  4.    See  also  Gtnesii,  i,  6-7. 
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before  Christ  the  Babylonians  had  gained  some  knowledge,  not 
only  of  their  own  land,  but  even  of  regions  beyond 
the  Mediterranean.   The  chief  increase  in  man's  knowl- 
edge of  the  world  was 
due  to  the  Phoenicians.' 

The  skill  of  these 
ancient  peoples  as  me- 
chanics and  engineers 
is  testified  by  their  suc- 
cess as  builders.  The 
great  pyramids  exactly 
face  the  piacti«ai 
points  of  MtencM. 
the  compass.  The 
principle  of  the  round 
arch  was  known  in 
Babylonia  at  a  remote 
period.  The  trans- 
portation of  colossal 
atone  monuments  ex- 
hibits a  knowledge  of 
the  lever,  pulley,  and 
inclined  plane.  Baby- 
lonian inventions  were 
the  sundial  and  the 
water  clock,  the  one 
to  register  the  passage 
of  the  hours  by  day, 
the  other  by  night. 
The  Babylonians  also     "«""■ 

appear  to  have  been  acquainted  with  rude  forms  of  the  micro- 
scope and  telescope. 

The  natural  sciences  such  as  loology,  botany,  and  mineralogy 

I  See  page  83. 
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received  attention.  Cuneiform  tablets  contain  lists  of  animals, 
birds,  insects,  plants,  and  metals,  so  arranged  as  to  indicate  an 
ITitnial  effort   at   scientific  classification.     Both    Babylonians 

■d«ncei  ud  and  Egyptians  had  made  some  progress  toward  scien- 
m»dle  .  jjg^  medicine.  A  medical  treatise  found  in  Egypt 
distinguishes  various  diseases  and  notes  their  symptoms.      Fre- 
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A  ilab  from  a  gallery  of  Scanachcrib'i  palace  it  Ninereh. 

scriptions  were  made  out  which  resemble  those  of  a  modem 
physician.  Of  Egyptian  origin  are  those  curious  characters  by 
which  modern  apothecaries  indicate  grains  and  drams.  The 
practice  of  medicine,  however,  was  everywhere  mixed  up  with 
magic,  just  as  astronomy,  the  scientific  study  of  the  heavens,  was 
confused  with  astrolc^. 

Humanity  had  to  get  rid  of  many  errors  and  superstitions  before 
true  science  should  come  into  her  own.  Nevertheless,  to  these 
earliest  students  of  nature  by  the  Nile  and  the  Euphrates,  the 
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world   owes  a  lasting  debt.     We  who   secure  our  knowledge 
from  books,  and  thus  easily  enter  upon  the  heritage  of  importance 
the  past,  can  hardly  realize  the  enormous  difficulties  of  Oriental 
under  which  they  labored.    That  they  achieved  so  «<^*"<^- 
much  is  marvelous. 

40.    Education 

All  scientific  knowledge  was  confined  to  the  upper  classes.  The 
ancient  East  had  no  system  of  public  schools  to  bring  education 
within  reach  of  the  common  people.  For  most  Qjn^^ter  of 
children,  the  home  was  the  only  school  and  parents  Oriental 
were  the  sole  teachers.  What  little  training  they  pro-  •^»^**<>»- 
vided  dealt  mostly  with  matters  of  religion  and  morals.  It  aimed 
to  make  good  citizens,  not  to  impart  knowledge.  As  a  rule,  only 
the  children  of  the  well-to-do  were  able  to  attend  a  school  where 
they  could  obtain  the  rudiments  of  learning. 

The  schools,  in  both  Egypt  and  Babylonia,  were  attached  to 
the  temples  and  were  conducted  by  the  priests.  Writing  was  the 
chief  subject  of  instruction.  It  took  many  years  of  xhe  temple 
patient  study  to  master  the  cumbrous  cuneiform  "chooi. 
symbols  or  the  even  more  difficult  hieroglyphics.  "  He  who 
would  excel  in  the  school  of  the  scribes,"  ran  an  ancient  maxim, 
"  must  rise  with  the  dawn.*'  Writing  was  learned  by  imitating  the 
examples  supplied  in  copy-books.  Some  of  the  model  letters 
studied  by  Egyptian  boys  of  the  twentieth  century  B.C.  have  come 
down  to  us.  Reading,  too,  was  an  art  not  easy  to  learn.  Dic- 
tionaries and  grammars  were  written  to  aid  the  beginner.  A  little 
instruction  might  also  be  provided  in  counting  and  calculating. 

Having  learned  to  read  and  write,  the  pupil  was  ready  to  enter 
on  the  coveted  career  of  a  scribe.     In  a  community  where  nearly 

every  one  was  illiterate,  the  scribes  naturally  held  an 

The  scribes, 
honorable  place.     They  conducted  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  time.     When  a  man  wished  to  send  a  letter,  he  had 
a  scribe  write  it,  signing  it  himself  by  affixing  his  seal.    When  he 
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received  a  letter,  he  usually  employed  a  scribe  to  read  it  to  him. 
The  scribes  were  also  kept  busy  copying  books  on  the  papyrus 
paper  or  clay  tablets  which  served  as  writing  materials.  In  Baby- 
lonia these  tablets  were  deposited  in  libraries. 

Every  large  city  of  Babylonia  possessed  a  collection  of  books. 
The  library,  as  well  as  the  school,  formed  an  adjunct  of  the 
The  tempi*  temple.  Several  of  the  larger  libraries  have  been  dis- 
lllnuy.  covered.     At   Nippur,  in  Babylonia,  thirty  thousand 

clay  tablets  were  found.  Another  great  collection  of  books  was 
unearthed  in  an  Assyrian  palace 
at  Nineveh.  These  libraries  were 
classified  by  subjects  and  even  pro- 
vided with  catalogues.  They  do 
not,  however,  appear  to  have  been 
open  to  the  public.  Just  as  the 
schools,  the  libraries  remained  en- 
tirety under  priestly  control. 

Learning  and  education  were  so 
closely  limited  to  a  few  individuals 
that  the  mass  of  the  people  was 
sunk  in  deepest  ignorance.  Men 
could  not  pursue  knowledge  for 
"  '^J^^£'""  Iheioselv"  but  h.d  to  accept  every- 

thing  on  authority.  Hence  the  in- 
habitants of  these  lands  remained  a  conservative  folk,  slow  to 
Widaipnad  abandon  their  time-honored  beliefs,  and  very  unwill- 
popular  ing  to  adopt  a  new  custom  even  when  clearly  better 

ignManc*.  ^y^^  ^^^^  ^jj  ^^^^  jj^^j,  anything  else,  this  absence 
of  popular  education  made  Oriental  civilization  unprogressive. 

11.    Oriental  Contributions  to  Civilization 

Our  study  of  Oriental  antiquity  has  been  confined  chiefly  to  its 

two  great  centers  in  the  valleys  of  the  Euphrates  and  the  Nile. 

The  Babylonians  and  Egyptians  were  the  first  to  rise  from  barba- 
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rism  into  civilization.     For  this  reason  they  were  the  teachers  of 
the  ancient  East.     In  time,  their  arts  and  sciences,  po„Bderiof 
spread  by  conquest,  trade,  and  travel,  became  the  Oriental 
common  possession  of  the  Oriental  world.  civiUxatioxi. 

The  rudiments  of  civilization  passed  from  the  East  to  the  West, 
ThrecL  peoples,  in  particular,  were  agents  in  this  process  during 
historic  times.    The  Phoenicians  for  many  centuries  ^ 
carried  the  products  and  practical  arts  of  western  mittersof 
Asia  to  European  lands.     Phoenician  influence  was  Oriental 
felt  in  every  country  washed  by  the  waters  of  the 
Mediterranean.     Another  channel  of  influence  lay  through  Asia 
Minor,   the  connecting  link  between  Asia  and  Europe.*      The 
Hittites,  who  from  early  times  had  spread  themselves  throughout 
the  peninsula,  learned  much  from  their  Semitic  neighbors,  and 
afterwards  communicated  their  learning  to  the  Lydians.     From 
the  Lydians  it  passed  over  to  the  Greeks.     In  these  ways  there 
filtered  into  Europe  some  knowledge  of  the  Orient,  long  before  the 
two  regions  had  come  into  contact  through  war  and  conquest 

Our  review  of  the  Oriental  period  shows  us  that  in  every  field  of 
human  activity  it  was  an  age  of  beginnings.  In  government  and 
law,  in  religion  and  literature,  in  art  and  science,  men  . 

had  made  much  advance  since  they  had   emerged  beginnings, 
from  the  darkness  of  prehistoric  times. 

At  the  end  of  the  period  which  for  us  closes  strictly  Oriental 
history,'  progress  had  apparently  ceased.    The  Orient,  indeed,  had 
done  its  work.     Ancient  history  was  ready  to  enter  stagnation 
on  its  second  great  stage  in  which  classical  peoples,  and  decline, 
first  the  Greeks,  then  the  Romans,  were  to  play  the  leading  part 
in  the  civilized  world.     To  them  we  may  now  turn. 

Studies 

I.  Write  an  essay  on  the  regulations  of  the  Mosaic  code  as  given  in  the 
Old  Testament  {Exodus,  xxi,  2-6,  12,  15-21,  26-27,  33~34J  **"»  5»  20-27; 

1  See  page  34.  >  See  page  66. 
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xxiii,  10-12,  Ltviticusy  xix,  9-10,  13,  15-18,  32,  35-36),  2.  Write  a  short 
account  of  Phcenician  commerce  as  described  in  the  Old  Testament  {Ezekitl^ 
xxvii).  3.  What  was  the  origin  of  the  "divine  right"  of  kmgs?  4.  Ex- 
plain what  is  meant  by  despotism ;  by  autocracy,  5.  What  European  state 
comes  nearest  to  being  a  pure  despotism?  What  European  monarch  styles 
himself  an  autocrat?  6.  What  do  the  illustrations  on  pages  65,  78  tell 
about  the  pomp  of  Oriental  kings?  7.  What  do  you  understand  by  a  society 
organized  in  castes?  Did  castes  exist  in  the  ancient  Orient?  Can  yon 
mention  a  modern  country  where  true  castes  are  found?  8.  Why  did  the 
existence  of  numerous  slaves  in  Egypt  and  Babylonia  tend  to  keep  low  the 
wages  of  free  workmen?  Why  is  it  true  that  civilization  may  be  said  to  have 
begun  "  with  the  cracking  of  the  slave  whip  "  ?  9.  What  light  is  thrown 
on  the  beginnings  of  money  in  ancient  Egypt  by  the  illustration  on  page  83? 
10.  Name  some  objects  which,  in  place  of  the  metals,  are  used  by  primitive 
peoples  as  money.  11.  Interest  in  Babylonia  was  usually  at  the  rate  of 
20%  a  year.  Why  is  it  so  much  lower  in  modern  countries?  12.  On  the 
map,  page  87,  indicate  the  trade  routes  between  eastern  and  western  Asia 
which  met  in  Mesopotamia.  13.  On  the  map,  facing  page  88,  trace  the  principal 
trunk  lines  of  Phoenician  commerce.  14.  The  Phoenicians  have  been  called 
"  the  English  of  antiquity."  Can  you  give  any  reason  for  this  characteriza- 
tion? 15.  Why  should  the  Phoenicians  have  been  called  the  "colossal  ped- 
dlers "  of  the  ancient  world?  16.  What  books  of  the  Bible  contain  the  laws 
of  Israel?  17.  What  are  the  important  prohibitions  enumerated  in  the  Ten 
Commandments?  18.  Why  has  the  Feast  of  the  Passover  been  called  the 
Jewish  **  Fourth  of  July"?  19.  What  reasons  can  you  suggest  for  the  uni- 
versal worship  of  the  sun?  20.  DeBne  "polytheism"  and  "monotheism," 
giving  examples  of  each.  21.  Describe  the  Egyptian  conception  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  dead  (illustration,  page  98).  22.  How  many  "books"  are 
there  in  the  Hebrew  Old  Testament?  23.  What  is  the  Apocrypha? 
24.  How  are  the  pyramids  proof  of  an  advanced  civilization  among  the 
Egyptians?  25.  What  is  a  bas-relief?  Select  some  examples  from  the 
illustrations.  26.  Why  are  the  inventions  and  discoveries  of  the  RgypHang 
and  Babylonians  of  such  great  importance  in  the  history  of  civilization? 
27.  From  what  Oriental  peoples  do  we  get  the  oldest  true  arch?  the  first 
coined  money?  the  earliest  legal  code?  the  most  ancient  book? 
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42.    Europe 

The  continent  of  Asia,  projecting  its  huge  bulk  southwestward 
between  the  seas,  gradually  narrows  into  the  smaller  continent  of 
Europe.*  The  boundary  between  the  two  regions  is  Europe  a 
not  well  defined.  Ancient  geographers  found  a  con-  peninsula  of 
venient  dividing  line  north  of  the  Black  Sea  in  the 
course  of  the  river  Don.  Modern  map  makers  usually  place  the 
division  at  the  Ural  Mountains,  the  Caspian  Sea,  and  the  Caucasus. 
Each  of  these  boundaries  is  more  or  less  arbitrary.  In  a  geo- 
graphical sense,  Europe  is  only  the  largest  of  the  great  Asiatic 
peninsulas. 

1  The  name  comes  to  us  from  the  Greek  Eiz/x^iri;,  which  in  turn  is  derived  from 
a  Semitic  word  meaning  '*  darkness/*  "  evening,"  properly  "  sunset"  Hence 
Europe  is  "  the  land  of  the  setting  sun." 

"5 
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But  in  physical  features  the  two  continents  disclose  the  most 
striking  contrasts.  The  sea,  which  washes  only  the  remote  edges 
Physical  ^^  ^^^*'  penetrates  deeply  into  Europe  and  forms  an 
features  of  extremely  irregular  coast  line  with  numerous  bays 
^'"^^'  and  harbors.    The  mountains  of  Europe,  seldom  very 

high  and  provided  with  easy  passes,  present  no  such  barriers  to  in- 
tercourse as  the  mightier  ranges  of  Asia.  We  miss  in  Europe 
the  extensive  deserts  and  barren  table-lands  which  form  such  a 
feature  of  Asiatic  geography.  With  the  exception  of  Russia,  the 
surface  generally  is  distributed  into  plains,  hills,  and  valleys  of 
moderate  size.  Instead  of  a  few  large  rivers,  such  as  are  found 
in  Asia,  Europe  is  well  supplied  with  numerous  streams  that  make 
it  possible  to  travel  readily  from  one  region  to  another. 

There  is  still  another  distinction  of  great  importance.     The 

climate  of  Europe,  in  consequence  of  the  deep  indentations  of  the 

sea,  is  more  mild  and  equable  than  that  of  Asia.  Of 
Climate. 

all  parts  of  the  world  in  the  same  latitudes,  this  conti- 
nent enjoys  the  coolest  summers,  the  warmest  winters.  There  are 
no  violent  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  to  relax  or  to  impede  the 
energies  of  man. 

We  may  conclude,  then,  that  the  peculiar  characteristics  of 
Europe  were  likely  to  foster  the  independent  existence  and  har- 
Europein  monious  development  of  many  different  peoples, 
histoiy.  Nature  herself  seems  to  have  intended  the  land  to  be 
the  home  of  a  fresh  and  vigorous  race  which  should  give  to  the 
world  new  ideals  of  civilized  life. 

43.    Central  and  Northern  Europe 

The  mountain  systems  and  inland  seas  of  Europe  separate  the 

^  continent  into  three  distinct   areas  —  a  southern,  a 

The  three 

grand  diyi-     central,  and  a  northern  region.     From  east  to  west, 

sioas  of  from  the  Black  Sea  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  stretches 

an   almost   unbroken   mountain   chain.     South  of  it 

the  three  peninsulas  of  southern  Europe  reach  down  into  the 
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Mediterranean ;  north  of  it  extend  the  lowlands  of  central  Europe, 
broken  up  in  the  west  by  various  ranges,  but  widening  toward  the 
east  into  the  plains  of  European  Russia.  In  the  extreme  north 
lies  the  peninsular  region  of  Scandinavia  and  Finland,  between  the 
Baltic  Sea  and  the  Arctic  Ocean. 

The  mountain  chain  which  parts  southern  from  central  Europe 
reaches  its  greatest  height  in  the  majestic  barrier  of  the  Alps.^ 
At  the  head  of  the  Adriatic  Sea,  the  Alps  branch  off  xhe  Alpine 
to  the  southeast  and  finally  merge  into  the  Balkan  ci^*^* 
range  of  European  Turkey.  The  westward  extension  of  the  Alps, 
under  the  name  of  the  Pyrenees,  forms  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  Spanish  peninsula.  Offshoots  of  the  long  Alpine  chain  make 
up  the  principal  ranges  of  central  Europe. 

Some  of  the  important  river  systems  of  Europe  are  closely  con- 
nected with  the  Alpine  chain.  The  Rhone,  the  Rhine,  and  the 
Danube,  though  flowing  in  different  directions  into  utim 
different  seas,  all  rise  in  the  snows  of  the  Alps.  These  •y«tem«. 
rivers  have  always  been  a  great  aid  to  communication  between 
European  lands.  The  Rhone,  emptying  into  the  Mediterranean, 
gives  ready  entrance  to  the  plains  of  France.  The  Rhine  and 
the  Danube  provide  an  almost  continuous  waterway  from  the 
German  Ocean  to  the  Black  Sea.  In  antiquity,  most  of  the  great 
trade  routes  of  Europe  followed  the  course  of  these  streams.' 

Twenty  centuries  ago  central  and  northern  Europe  was  an  in- 
hospitable and  forbidding  region  with  vast  tracts  of  primeval  forest 
in  whose  depths  lurked  fierce,  wild  animals  unknown  ,^^  country 
to  southern  climes.     Beyond  the  forests  were  deso-  andiu 
late  plains  and  marshes  reaching  out  toward  the  east  '* 

into  the  steppes  of  Russia,  and  toward  the  north  into  the  ice- 

1  The  Alps  though  high  are  not  impassable.  Between  their  snowy  summits  are 
numerous  gateways  opening  from  Italy  into  the  regions  of  the  Rhone,  the  Danube, 
and  the  Rhine.  In  recent  years  several  railway  tunnels  have  been  driven  through 
the  very  heart  of  the  mountains.  The  most  important  is  the  Simplon  tunnel,  com- 
pleted in  1905.  It  has  a  length  of  la^  miles  and  connects  the  valley  of  the  Rhone 
in  southern  Switzerland  with  the  Po  valley  in  northern  Italy. 

s  See  the  map,  page  87. 
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bound  hills  of  Scandinavia.  The  peoples  who  lived  in  these  re- 
mote lands — Celts  in  the  west,  Germans  or  Teutons  in  the  north, 
Slavs  in  the  east — were  men  of  Indo-European*  race  and  speech. 
They  were  still  barbarians.  During  ancient  times,  we  hear  little 
of  them  except  as  their  occasional  migrations  in  search  of  pleasanter 
and  healthier  abodes  brought  them  in  contact  with  the  nations  of 
the  Mediterranean  world. 

44.    Southern  Europe :  the  Mediterranean  World 

At  the  opening  of  historic  times,  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans 
were  dwelling  in  the  two  peninsulas  of  southern  Europe  now 
The  center  called  Greece  and  Italy.  The  Greeks,  very  early  in 
of  cU00ical  their  career,  made  many  settlements  along  the  Mediter- 
history.  ranean  coasts.  Then  followed  the  Romans,  who  con- 
quered widely  east  and  west  of  Italy  and  at  last  ruled  over  all  the 
countries  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean.  The  real  home  of 
classical  civilization  was  the  region  about  this  great  inland  sea. 

The  existence  of  the  Mediterranean  helps  to  explain  why  the 
Greeks  and  Italians  were  the  first  European  peoples  to  become 
Sieniflcance  civilized.  The  sea  was  well  suited  for  early  commerce, 
of  the  Medi-  because  of  its  long  and  contracted  shape  and  numerous 
tezranean.  islands.  Sailors  were  seldom  forced  to  proceed  far 
from  the  sight  of  land,  or  at  a  great  distance  from  good  harbors. 
Though  the  Mediterranean  storms  are  often  fierce,  they  are  usually 
brief,  since  a  narrow  western  entrance  shuts  out  the  great  waves  of 
the  Atlantic'  Thus  the  almost  tideless  Mediterranean  naturally 
became  an  avenue  by  which  everything  that  the  older  Eastern  world 
had  to  offer  could  be  easily  passed  on  to  the  younger  West.  And 
the  various  European  peoples  themselves  were  able  to  exchange 
their  products  and  communicate  their  ideas  and  customs  along  this 
"highway  of  nations.** 

Excepting  Syria  and  Egypt,  all  the  regions  which  border  on  the 

1  See  page  25. 

3  Greek  'ArXarric,  from  Mount  Atlas  at  the  northwestern  extremity  of  Africa. 
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Mediterranean  are  much  alike  in  the  possession  of  a  temperate  cli- 
mate, a  fertile  soil,  and  beautiful  scenery.    The  southern  and 

northern  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  however,  differ 

Southern 
widely  in  character.     The  African  coast  is  no  more  than  coast  of  the 

a  strip  of  territory  between  the  hill-lined  desert  and  Medit«r- 
the  sea.    The  land,  though  productive,  is  too  narrow 
to  support  a  large  population.     It  has  the  misfortune,  also,  to  pos- 
sess few  good  bays  and  harbors.     Hence  the  inhabitants,  with  the 
single  exception  of  the  Carthaginians,  were  unable  to  find  in  com- 
merce a  means  of  increasing  their  wealth  and  power. 

The  European  coast  offered  greater  advantages  for  the  develop- 
ment of  civilization.  Its  three  large  peninsulas  are  cut  up  by 
numerous  deep  inlets  and  fringed  with  clustering  islands,  xhe  north- 
The  mountain  masses  in  the  rear  do  not  hem  in  this  •"*  coast, 
region  too  closely,  and  they  open,  not  into  a  desert,  but  into  rich, 
well- watered  plains.  These  geographical  conditions  largely  account 
for  the  greater  importance  in  ancient  times  of  the  northern  over 
the  southern  shores  of  the  Mediterranean. 

The  Mediterranean  consists  of  a  western  and  of  an  eastern  basin. 

The  boundary  between  the  two  occurs  near  the  center,  where  Africa 

and  the  island  of  Sicily  almost  touch  each  other  across  ^ 

Western 

a  shallow  strait.    The  western  basin  containing,  besides  immIb  of  the 
Sicily,  the  large  islands  of  Sardinia  and  Corsica,  con-  Mediter- 
nects  with  the  Atlantic  through  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar.* 
Between  these  islands  and  the  Italian  coast  is  the  wide  expanse  of 
the  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 

The  eastern  basin  of  the  Mediterranean  consists  of  three  divi- 
sions. Between  the  Italian  and  Balkan  peninsulas  is  the  long, 
narrow  gulf  called  the  Adriatic.  Between  southern  The  eastern 
Italy  and  Sicily  and  the  coast  of  Greece,  the  Adriatic  l>»»ln- 
widens  into  the  Ionian  Sea.  The  third  division  is  formed  by  the 
iEgean  Sea  between  Greece  and  Asia  Minor.  In  the  lands  border- 
ing the  i^gean,  classical  history  begins. 

1  Known  to  the  Greeks  as  the  Pillars  of  Hercules. 
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46.   The  JEgean  Lands 

The  iEgean  is  an  almost  landlocked  sea.  The  Balkan  penin- 
sula, narrowing  toward  the  Mediterranean  into  the  smaller  peninsula 
The  center  ^^  Greece,  confines  it  on  the  west.  On  the  east  it 
of  Greek  meets  a  boundary  in  Asia  Minor.  On  the  south  an 
liietory.  outermost  rim  is  formed  by  a  chain  of  islands  which 

almost  unites  the  two  continents.  The  only  opening  on  the  north 
is  found  in  the  narrow  passage  leading  to  the  Black  Sea.  Thus  the 
coasts  and  islands  of  the  ^gean  form  a  little  world  by  itself.  The 
Greeks,  when  their  history  opens,  had  made  their  homes  everywhere 
in  this  region. 

We  may  begin  our  survey  of  the  ^gean  world  by  noticing  one 
of  its  most  characteristic  features  —  the  islands.  From  the  Greek 
The  JBgean  mainland  to  the  coast  of  Asia  Minor,  the  traveler  fol- 
ifllande.  lows  a  route  thickly  studded  with  rocky  isles,  rising, 
like  the  peaks  of  sunken  mountains,  from  the  bright  waters  of  the 
^gean.  Indeed,  these  islands  are  no  more  than  the  continuation 
into  the  Mediterranean  of  the  mountain  ranges  of  Greece  and 
Asia  Minor.  They  vary  in  size  from  tiny  Delos,  less  than  three 
miles  in  length,  to  the  long  and  narrow  ridge  of  Crete,  which  lies 
like  a  huge  breakwater  across  the  ^gean. 

The  arrangement  of  the  iEgean  islands  is  really  less  confused 

than  appears  at  first  sight.    They  fall  into  several  distinct  groups. 

^     .  .  From  the  tip  of  southern  Greece  to  Asia  Minor  ex- 

The  ieUnds 

as  '*etep-  tends  the  semicircular  chain  formed  by  several  islands, 
ptog-  of  which  Crete  and  Rhodes  are  most  important.    Two 

other  chains,  starting  from  the  eastern  coast  of  Greece, 
are  prolongations  of  the  mountains  of  Attica  and  Eubcea.  About 
the  center  of  the  ^gean,  these  two  chains  unite  in  the  archipelago 
of  the  Cyclades.  The  name  was  appropriate  because  its  members 
formed  an  irregular  circle  ^  about  the  island  of  Delos,  sacred  to  the 
god  Apollo.     Between  the  Cyclades  and  the  Asiatic  coast  is  an- 

^  Greek  ic6k\os,  a  word  which  reappears  in  our  English  "  cycle." 
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other  group  called  the  Sporades.^  North  of  the  Cyclades  and  the 
Sporades  the  islands  grow  less  numerous,  and  the  larger  ones,  such 
as  Chios  and  Lesbos,  lie  close  to  the  Asiatic  mainland.  Yet  even 
here  they  are  near  enough  together  to  permit  the  passage  from  one 
to  another  without  losing  sight  of  land.  In  this  way  the  iEgean 
islands  served  as  ''stepping-stones"  between  Greece  and  Asia 
Minor. 

Western  Asia  Minor  is  a  land  very  much  like  Greece  itself. 
Here  is  the  same  deeply  indented  coast,  the  same  variety  of 
scenery,  the  same  mild  and  agreeable  climate.  The  coatu  of 
rich  river  valleys  of  this  region  are  much  more  fruit-  ^^^  Minor, 
ful  than  those  of  the  Greek  mainland.  We  shall  not  be  surprised, 
therefore,  that  the  Greeks  were  quick  to  plant  their  settlements  in 
this  favored  country  and  to  extend  them  along  the  coasts  until  they 
reached  the  Black  Sea. 

The  ^gean,  washing  far  upward  to  the  northeast,  connects 
with  the  Black  Sea  by  three  narrow  passages  known  in  classical 
times  as  the  Hellespont,  Propontis,  and  Bosporus.  The  Black 
The  Hellespont  is  a  winding  strait  some  forty  miles  in  Sea. 
length  and  from  one  to  three  miles  in  width.  It  opens  into  the 
landlocked  expanse  of  water  called  the  Propontis,  and  this  again 
leads  by  the  still  narrower  strait  of  the  Bosporus  into  the  Black  Sea. 
To  the  Greeks,  who  made  colonies  along  its  northern  and  southern 
coasts,  that  stormy  body  of  water  was  known  as  the  Euxine.' 

A  long  and   narrow  peninsula  which  shuts  in   the  Hellespont 
on  the  north  gives  an  entrance  to  the  extensive  territory  of  Thrace. 
This  is  a  wild  and  mountainous  region  with  so  chilly 
a  climate  that  the  Greeks  placed  here  the  home  of 
Boreas,  the  North  Wind.     But  the  thick  forests  and  rich  gold  mines 
of  Thrace  attracted  colonists  and  led  to  the  planting  of  towns  and 

1  From  the  Greek  aTtlpetv^  "  to  sow  "  ;  scattered,  like  seeds,  so  numerous  were 
the  islands.    Hence  comes  our  word  "  spores." 

^The  Greeks  at  first  called  it  Axeinos  (inhospitable),  but  when  the  shores  were 
lined  with  colonies  and  made  attractive  to  the  stranger,  this  name  was  changed  to 
Euxiinos  (very  hospitable). 
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cities  along  its  southern  coasts.  The  Greeks  never  penetrated 
deeply  into  the  interior  of  the  country.  Its  barbarous  tribes  were 
considered  quite  outside  the  pale  of  classical  culture. 

Beyond  the  western  boundary  of  Thrace  lay  Macedonia.  The 
inhabitants  were  only  partially  civilized  and  for  a  long  time  played 
Macedonia  *  minor  part  in  ancient  history.  However,  the  trident- 
and  shaped  peninsula  of  Chalcidice  which  projects  from 

Chalddice.  ^^le  Macedonian  coast  was  early  fringed  with  Greek 
colonies.  Macedonia,  half  Greek  in  both  physical  features  and 
population,  forms  the  natural  transition  to  Greece  proper. 

46.   Northern  Greece 

Continental  Greece,  which  we  have  already  learned  to  regard  as 

the  southern  extension  of  the  Balkan  peninsula,  is  a  tiny  country. 

Physical        Its  greatest  length  is  scarcely  more  than  two  hundred 

^•^^•f ^y      and  fifty  miles ;  its  greatest  breadth  is  only  one  hun- 

01  conti" 

nental  ^^^^  ^^^   eighty  miles.     Mountain  ridges,   offshoots 

Greoco.  of  the  Balkans,  make  up  the  greater  part  of  its  area. 

Into  the  valleys  and  deep  gorges  of  the  interior,  the  impetuous  sea 
has  everywhere  forced  a  channel.  The  coast  line,  accordingly,  is 
most  irregular  —  a  constant  succession  of  sharp  promontories  and 
curving  bays.  The  mountains,  crossing  the  peninsula  in  confused 
masses,  break  it  up  into  numberless  valle)rs  and  glens  which  seldom 
widen  into  plains.  The  rivers  are  not  navigable,  being,  indeed,  no 
more  than  mountain  streams ;  torrents,  when  swelled  by  the  melting 
snows  of  spring,  but  dry  bottoms  before  the  end  of  summer.  The 
few  lakes,  hemmed  in  by  the  hills,  have  ho  outlets  except  in  under- 
ground channels.  In  this  land  of  the  Greeks,  no  place  is  more 
than  fifty  miles  from  a  mountain  range,  or  more  than  forty  miles 
from  some  long  arm  of  the  Mediterranean. 
The  mountains  and,  more  particularly,  the  indentations  of  the 

sea  divide  the  peninsula  into  three  distinct  sections : 
BplzuB. 

northern,  central,  and  southern  Greece.     Northern 
Greece  contains  two  districts  separated  from  each  other  by  the 
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Pindus  range.  Epirus,  on  the  west,  is  a  wild,  inhospitable  land, 
penetrated  in  every  direction  by  spurs  of  Pindus.  It  is  watered  by 
several  rivers,  among  them  the  Acheron,  "  stream  of  woe,"  flowing 
through  deep  and  dark  ravines.  The  Greeks  made  Acheron  one 
of  the  boundaries  of  the  lower  world.  On  its  hither  bank  Charon, 
the  grim  boatman,  met  the  spirits  of  the  dead  and  ferried  them 
across  to  the  infernal  regions.^  Dodona,  almost  in  the  center  of 
Epirus,  was  the  seat  of  the  first  known  sanctuary  of  Zeus,  the 
supreme  deity  of  the  Greeks. 

Thessaly,  the  land  east  of  Pindus,  is  very  unlike  Epirus  in  char- 
acter. It  forms  a  single  great  plain  shut  in  on  every  side  by 
mountains.  In  the  northeast  corner  rises  Mount 
Olympus,  nearly  ten  thousand  feet  high.  The  Greeks 
supposed  it  to  be  the  loftiest  mountain  in  the  world,  and  on  its 
cloudy  summit  they  fixed  the  abode  of  the  gods.  Not  far  away 
are  the  peaks  of  Ossa  and  Pelion,  which  in  ancient  story  were 
piled  one  on  the  other  by  giants  who  sought  to  scale  the  heavens. 
Between  Ossa  and  Olympus  lies  the  Vale  of  Tempe,  a  picturesque 
defile  forming  the  main  entrance  into  Greece  from  the  north. 
Through  it  flows  the  Peneus,  vigorous  even  in  the  heat  of  sum- 
mer, for  the  river  drains  the  entire  Thessalian  plain.  Legend  re- 
lates that  Thessaly  was  an  inland  sea  until  the  god  Poseidon,  with 
a  mighty  stroke  of  his  trident,  split  Ossa  asunder  from  Olympus 
and  opened  an  outlet  for  the  landlocked  waters  into  the  ^gean. 

Thessaly  was  regarded  bjr  the  Greeks  as  the  original  home  of 
their  race.  Here  they  placed  the  home  of  Hellen,  son  of  Deu- 
calion, and  the  common  ancestor  of  all  Hellenic  peo-  xhessaly  in 
pies.  Hence,  too,  sprang  great  Achilles,  the  hero  of  myth  and 
the  Trojan  War.  Although  Thessaly  was  prominent  "•^•'y- 
during  the  mythical  age  of  Greece,  the  country,  in  historic  times, 
was  more  celebrated  for  its  broad  pastures  and  grainfields  than  for 
its  cities.  The  people  had  little  trade  or  industry,  and  in  the  re- 
finements of  life  lagged  behind  the  commercial  states  of  Greece. 

1  Another  dread  river  of  the  underworld  was  the  Styx  in  Arcadia. 
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47.    Central  Greece 

From  Thessaly  we  enter  central  Greece  through  the  Pass  of 
Thermopylae,  the  only  convenient  way  by  which  access  to  this  re- 
Phytical  &^^  could  be  gained  by  land.  Central  Greece  is  a 
featoiet.  long  and  narrow  peninsula  running  out  sharply  to  the 
southeast  between  deep  inlets  of  the  sea.  Here  the  Pindus  range 
breaks  up  into  a  multitude  of  ridges  which  cross  and  recross  in 
every  direction.  This  rugged,  picturesque  district  was  the  true 
heart  of  ancient  Greece. 

Central  Greece  included  eleven  small  states,  chief  of  which  were 
Phocis,  Boeotia,  and  Attica.  Phocis  contains  the  great  mass  of 
Mount  Parnassus,  rising  eight  thousand  feet  above  the 
sea.  The  Greek  narrative  of  tlie  Flood  ^  describes 
how  the  ark  containing  Deucalion  and  his  wife  Pyrrha  rested  at 
length  on  the  height  of  Parnassus.  In  a  deep  glen  on  the  southern 
face  of  the  mountain  stood  sacred  Delphi,  a  spot  which  the  Greeks 
regarded  as  the  center  of  the  entire  world. 

Bceotia,  east  of  Phocis,  is  the  second  largest  plain  in  Greece. 

In  summer,  the  land  lies  hot  and  sultry  under  a  blazing  sun.     In 

winter,  the  moisture  arising  from  its  damp  soil  fills 
BoBotia. 

the  air  with  fogs.  This  oppressive  climate  gave  the 
ancient  inhabitants  an  ill-deserved  reputation  for  dullness  and  rude 
manners.  Bceotia,  however,  is  not  all  a  plain.  In  the  southern 
part  of  the  country,  near  the  Corinthian  Gulf,  rises  Mount  Helicon, 
noted  for  its  pleasant  groves  and  fountains.  It  was  the  favorite 
haunt  of  the  Muses,  *^  who  with  their  hymns  delight  the  mighty 
mind  of  Father  Zeus.'* '  According  to  one  legend,  the  walls  of 
Thebes,  the  chief  Boeotian  city,  were  built,  stone  on  stone,  to  the 
songs  of  the  Muses. 

The  peninsula  of  central  Greece  ends  in  the  triangular-shaped 
district  of  Attica.  The  ancient  name,  "  shore-land," '  was  appropri- 
ate, for  two  long  sides  of  Attica  are  washed  by  the  sea.    The  other 

1  Sec  page  loo.       *  Hesiod,  Theogony^  36-37.       •  From  drr^, "  broken  shore." 
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—  the  northern  side  —  is  shut  off  from  Boeotia  1:^  mountain  bar- 
riers.   The  ttackbone  of  the  country  is  formed  by  the  ranges  of 

Pentelicus  and  Hymettus,  the  one  full  of  brilliant  white 

Attlu. 
marble,  the  other  still  celebrated  for  its  honey-bees. 

Though  the  Attic  soil  was  thin  and  ungrateful,  the  extensive  coast 

had  excellent  harbors  which  lured  the  inhabitauts  to  the  sea.    They 

were  early  a  maritime  people.    Contact  with  other  nations  helped  - 


to  make  them  unusually  enterprising  and  intelligent.  The  delight- 
ful surroundings  of  Attica  with  its  clear,  fresh  atmosphere  and 
charming  views  of  ocean  and  mountain,  refined  their  tastes  and 
made  them  lovers  of  the  beautiful.  In  time,  Attica  became  the 
leading  state  of  Greece,  and  Athens,  its  capital,  the  greatest  of 
Greek  cities. 

18.    Southern  Greece 

From  Attica,  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Corinth,  the  traveler 

enters  sonthem  Greece.     Its  ancient  name  of  the  Peloponnesus ' 
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—  "  Pelops'  Island" — was  derived  from  a  legendary  hero  who  set- 
tled there.  It  really  much  resembles  an  island,  for  it  hangs  to 
the  mainland  by  only  a  narrow  isthmus  which  in  modem  times  has 
Physical  heen  pierced  by  a  canal.^  The  Peloponnesus  forms 
featnret.  .  such  a  mass  of  mountains  that  it  was  happily  described 
by  an  old  geographer  as  the  "  citadel  of  Greece."  * 

The  Peloponnesus  falls  into  seven  main  divisions,  of  which  the 
three  on  the  eastern  side  had  most  importance  in  antiquity.  First 
came  Corinthia,  located  partly  on  the  isthmus  that 
bears  its  name.  The  city  of  Corinth  possessed  an  un- 
rivaled site  for  commerce.  Her  famous  mountain  fortress,  the 
Acrocorinth,  nearly  two  thousand  feet  high  and  more  than  a  mile 
in  circuit,  commanded  the  isthmus  and  enabled  the  city  to  control 
all  traffic  by  land  between  central  and  southern  Greece.  At  the 
same  time  she  held  a  position  between  two  seas  and  so  could  trade 
equally  well  with  the  East  and  with  the  West.  Thus  situated, 
Corinth  early  became  a  luxurious  and  cosmopolitan  city,  one  of  the 
chief  ornaments  of  Greece.* 

Argolis,  south  of  Corinthia,  was  chiefly  a  mountainous  penin- 
sula running  out  into  the  ^gean.     A  broad  plain  at  the  head  of 

the  Argolic  Gulf  furnished  the  site  for  several  prehistoric 
Argolit. 

cities  of  wealth  and  power.     During  historic  times  the 

leading  city  was  Argos.     For  ages  it  has  lain  in  ruins. 

The  southeastern  comer  of  the  Peloponnesus  was  taken  up  by 

Laconia,  a  land  destined  to  play  a  leading  part  in  Greek  history. 

1  The  absence  of  a  waterway  in  antiquity  was  not  so  inconvenient  as  might  be 
supposed,  since  light  ships  could  be  dragged  across  the  isthmus.  The  Roman 
emperor,  Nero,  during  the  first  century  A.D.,  started  to  cut  through  the  isthmus 
but  soon  abandoned  the  undertaking.  The  existing  canal  was  begun  in  1881  and 
completed  in  1893.  Unfortunately,  it  is  too  narrow  to  admit  the  larger  ships  plying 
the  Mediterranean. 

2  Strabo,  Geography ^  viii,  i,  3, 

•  The  site  of  Corinth,  now  marked  only  by  a  few  columns  of  the  Temple  of  Apollo, 
lies  buried  thirty  to  forty  feet  deep.  Excavations  conducted  since  1896  by  the 
American  School  of  Classical  Studies  have  uncovered  the  remains  of  the  ancient 
Agora,  or  public  square.  Near  it  was  found  the  famous  fountain  of  Pirene,  which 
furnished  the  inhabitants  with  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  water. 
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Here  was  Sparta,'  "  low-lying  among  the  cavcrocd  hills " '  in  the 
narrow  but  fertile  valley  of  the  Eurotas.    The  ancient  town  was 
uDwalled,  since  it  occupied  a  strong  position,  remote 
from  the  sea  and  surrounded  by  steep  mountains.    The 
Spartans  used  to  declare  that  they  had  no  need  of  walls;  their 
brave  soldiers  were  the  city's  best  defense.    Very  early  in  Greek 


Citadel  of  Cobinth 

re,  Corinlh,  are  thy  gloriei  Ddw  -^ 


inlh  iload,  how  Cotinlh  rdl. 
it  of  ihy  double  fca 


history  we  find  Sparta  the  rival  of  Argos  for  the  supremacy  of  the 
Peloponnesus ;  at  3  later  date  she  became  the  rival  of  Athens  for 
the  headship  of  all  Greece. 

Close  to  the  west  side  of  Greece  lie  the  Ionian  Islands,  reaching 
from  Zacynthus  *  off  the  coast  of  the  Peloponnesus,  to  Corcyra  *  oil 
the  coast  of  Epirus.     In  the  infancy  of  navigation,  when  sailors 

1  Greek  2»o>iti},  "  sown  land."  "  Odyisiy,  \i,  i.  »  Modern  Zanle, 

*  Modern  Corfu,  Eicavaiions  on  Hie  site  of  ihe  ancient  ciiy  of  Corcyra  began 
in  i$ii  >l  the  expenie  of  the  German  Emperor,  who  owns  a  villa  on  the  Isl&nil. 
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avoided  the  open  sea,  CoTcyra  became  an  important  station  of 
Mediterranean  travel.  The  Greeks  were  accustomed  to  follow 
Th«  looiu  the  shore  of  Greece  as  {ar  north  as  this  island,  and 
laiaoda.  thence  to  depart  westward  on  the  short  voyage  to 
the  heel  of  Italy. 

49.    Northern  Italy 
The  shape  of  Italy  is  determined  by  the  course  of  the  Apen- 
nines.   Branching  off  from  the  Alps  at  the  Gulf  of  Genoa,  these 
Yh»  mountains  cross  the  peninsula  in  an  easterly  direction, 

Apanuinei.  almost  to  the  Adriatic.  Here  they  turn  sharply  to  the 
southeast  and  follow  the  coast  for  a  considerable  distance.    The 


View  ok  Modkrm  Sparta  with  Mount  TaVgetus 

plains  of  central  Italy,  in  consequence,  are  all  on  the  western  slope 
of  the  Apennines.  In  the  lower  part  of  the  peninsula  the  range 
swerves  suddenly  to  the  southwest,  so  that  the  level  land  is  there 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  mountains.  Near  the  southern  extrem- 
ity of  Italy,  the  Apennines  separate  into  two  branches  which  pene- 
trate the  "  heel  and  toe  "  of  the  peninsula. 

Italy  may  be  conveniently  divided  into  a  northern,  a  central, 

and  a  southern  section.    These  divisions,  however,  are 

determined  by  the  direction  of  the  mountains,  and 

not,  as  in  Greece,  chiefly  by  inlets  of  the  sea.     Northern  Italy, 
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between  the  Alps  and  the  Apennines,  contained  three  districts. 
Liguria,  the  first  of  these,  lay  at  the  head  of  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea. 
It  was  a  rugged  land  inhabited  by  rude  mountaineers. 

Venetia  included  the  territory  about  the  head  of  the  Adriatic. 
Its  people  have  given  their  name  to  the  modem  city 
of  Venice.     The  Venetians  do  not  figure  prominently 
in  the  ancient  history  of  Italy. 

A  more  important  region  was  Gallia  Cisalpina.^  This  is  a 
perfectly  level  plain  two  hundred  miles  in  length,  watered  by  the 
Po  (JPadus).  The  Romans  called  it  the  "king  of  oaUU 
rivers,"  *  from  its  length  and  many  tributary  streams.  Cisalpina. 
The  chief  of  these  carry  off  the  waters  of  the  great  Italian  lakes 
which  lie  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps.  On  the  shores  of  Como,  Mag- 
giore,  and  Garda,  to  give  them  their  modern  names,  one  finds 
an  almost  tropical  climate  in  sight  of  the  Alpine  snows.  Prehis- 
toric men  knew  these  beautiful  lakes  and  raised  pile  dwellings  • 
over  them ;  the  Romans  built  luxurious  villas  by  their  shores  and 
celebrated  them  in  verse  as  among  the  glories  of  Italy. 

60.    Central  Italy 

Central  Italy,  lying  south  of  the  Apennines,  included  seven  dis- 
tricts, of  which  the  three  on  the  western  coast  were  most  conspicu- 
ous in  classical  history.     First  came  Etruria,  mostly      _     ^ 

^  Etroxia. 

an  irregular,  hilly  country,  watered  in  the  northern 
part  by  the  river  Arnus.  On  its  banks  was  situated  the  Roman 
city  of  Florentia,  known  to-day  as  Florence,  the  "  lily  of  the 
Arno."  The  Etruscans,  who  gave  their  name  to  ancient  Etruria 
as  well  as  to  modem  Tuscany,  possessed  the  earliest  civilization  in 
Italy.  When  Rome  was  young,  they  were  already  famous  as  sailors, 
soldiers,  and  builders. 

1  The  name,  which  means  "  Gaul  on  this  (the  Italian)  side  of  the  Alps,"  was 
used  by  the  Romans  to  distinguish  the  country  from  "  Gaul  beyond  the  Alps,"  or 
Gallia  Transalpina. 

a  Vergil,  GtorgUs,  i,  482.  «  Sec  page  5, 
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From  Etruria  we  cross  the  river  Tiber  and  enter  L^tium.  Rome, 
the  capital  city,  lies  in  the  center  of  the  Campagna,  the  modem 
name  for  an  extensive  plain,  forty  miles  long  and  thirty 
miles  wide,  between  the  mountains  and  the  sea.  As 
far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  extend  broad  pasture  lands,  bare  and  tree- 
less to-day,  but  in  former  ages  fertile  and  well  cultivated.  Every- 
where on  this  classic  soil  rise  ihe  ruins  of  ancient  monuments,  silent 
witnesses  to  a  once  glorious  past. 


To  the  south  of  Latium  lay  Campania.  Beautiful  scenery  and  a 
genial  climate  made  it  the  most  delightful  part  of  Italy.  The 
Campuila-  Mediterranean  contains  no  fairer  spot  than  the  Bay  of 
thaBtyof  Naples,  shut  in  between  two  striking  headlands  and 
HaplBi.  dominated   by  the  volcanic  cone  of  Vesuvius.     The 

shores  of  the  bay  were  in  classical  times  crowded  with  the  resi- 
dences of  wealthy  Romans.  From  Naples  one  may  drive  to  Pom- 
peii, so  completely  overwhelmed  eighteen  centuries  ago  by  an 
eruption  of  Vesuvius,  that  its  very  site  was  forgotten.  From  Pom- 
peii the  road  continues  by  the  seashore  to  the  peninsula  of  Sor- 
rento, which  shuts  in  the  Bay  of  Naples  on  the  south.  Here  a 
magnificent  view  is  had  of  Capri  {Caprea),  an  island  twelve  miles 
in  circuit.  It  was  once  the  favorite  resort  of  a  Roman  emperor, 
who  crowned  its  rocky  heights  with  a  palace 
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51.    Southern  Ital7  and  Sicily 
Southern  Itdy  in  ancient  times  comprised  four  districts,    llie 
country  possesses  a  warmer  climate  and  a  more  indented  coast 
than  the  rest  of  the  peninsula.     It  lies,  too,  nearer  the  sontham 
Greek  mainland.    The  Greeks  planted  so  many  colo-  it*i7- 
nies  in  southern  Italy  that  their  settlements  there  came  to  be 
known  as  Magna  Grsecia  or  Great  Greece. 


theater  feunded  b;  the  Gneki,  bui  much  ilWRd  in  Romin  [imu.    Tbt  view  of  £□»  tnm 
thii  aa  it  upecully  fioe. 

The  triangular- shaped  island  of  Sicily'  is  separated  from  Italy 
by  the  Strait  of  Messina,  a  channel  which,  at  the  narrowest  part, 
is  only  two  miles  wide.  To  the  early  navigator  the  ii,i,tjono( 
passage  was  dangerous,  because  of  a  rocky  promontory  Sicily  to 
on  the  Italian  shore,  and  a  whirlpool  made  by  the  ^' 
meeting  of  the  currents  in  the  narrow  opening  between  the  Tyrrhe- 
nian and  Sicilian  seas.     Ancient  poets  personified  these  dangers 

1  The  oldcil  name  of  Sicily,  TrinacHa,  was  derived  from  llie  three  piomonto- 
ries  a1  iis  three  angles. 
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as  the  hideous  sea  monsters,  Scylla  and  Charybdis.  At  one  time 
Sicily  must  have  been  joined  to  the  mainland.  Its  mountains, 
which  arise  at  their  highest  point  in  the  majestic  volcano  of  iEtna, 
nearly  eleven  thousand  feet  above  sea  level,  are  a  continuation  of 
those  of  Italy. 

Nature  has  done  much  for  Sicily.  Its  scenery  is  magnificent  — 
a  coast  of  rocky  headlands  washed  by  the  bluest  of  seas,  with  here 
Physical  ^^^  there  a  valley  opening  up  vistas  of  sunny,  upland 
featux«8of  meadows,  and,  above  all,  snow-capped  and  smoking 
^'  -^tna  visible  nearly  everywhere  in  the  island.     The 

greater  part  of  Sicily  is  remarkably  productive,  containing  rich 
grainfields  and  hillsides  green  with  the  olive  and  the  vine.  An 
ancient  writer  called  the  country  the  "nurse"  {nutrix)  of  the 
Roman  people. 

Sicily  lies  in  the  center  of  the  Mediterranean  and  in  the  direct 
Historic  im-  ^0"^^  of  merchants  and  colonists  from  every  direc- 
portance  of  tion.  It  has  always  been  a  meeting  place  of  nations. 
Sicily.  jjj  antiquity,  Greeks,  Carthaginians,  and  Romans  all 

contended  for  the  possession  of  this  beautiful  island. 

62.    Influence  of  Geographical  Conditions  on 

Classical  History 

By  its  situation  at  the  threshold  of  Europe,  Greece  was  brought 
into  close  touch  with  Asia.  The  best  harbors  and  the  most 
Location  of  i^^merous  islands  are  on  the  eastern  coasts.  Hence 
harbors  and  Greece  was  in  a  position  early  to  receive  and  profit 
islands.  ^y  ^jj  ^j^^  culture  of  the  Orient.     Greece  faced  the 

civilized  East  Italy,  on  the  other  hand,  fronted  the  barbarous 
West.  Its  best  harbors,  most  numerous  islands,  and  widest 
tracts  of  fertile  land  are  on  the  western  slope  of  the  Apennines. 
Hence  for  a  long  time  the  Italian  peoples  came  into  closer  touch 
with  Gaul,  Spain,  and  northwestern  Africa,  than  with  Greece  and 
the  Orient.  Civilization,  moving  slowly  toward  the  setting  sun, 
reached  Italy  only  at  a  late  period  of  ancient  history. 
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The  mountain  ranges  which  penetrate  almost  every  nook  and 
comer  of  the  Greek  peninsula  broke  it  up  into  a  number  of 
tiny  communities,  separated  from  one  another  by  nat-  Digtribu- 
ural  ramparts.    The  passes  between  the  mountains  are  tion  of 
few  and  difficult.     It  was  not  an  easy  task,  therefore,  "*<>*"***"*■• 
for  a  powerful  state  to  conquer  its  neighbors  and  gather  them 
under  a  single  government.     In  Italy,  however,  the  mountains 
inclose  many  valleys  and  table-lands  connected  with  one  another 
by  low  passes,  and,  in  addition,  there  are  navigable  rivers  which 
lead  into  the  heart  of  the  country.     Thus  the  Italian  peninsula 
offered  no  great  obstacle  to  the  formation  of  a  large,  closely  knit 
state.      Italy,  much  more  than  Greece,  was  fitted  to  become  the 
center  of  an  extensive  empire. 

If  the  mountains  shut  up  the  Greeks  into  a  number  of  petty 
states,  they  could  always  escape  by  way  of  the  sea.  Long  inlets 
of  the  Mediterranean  penetrate  every  part  of  the  cji^ji^ctcr 
peninsula  and  give  Greece  a  length  of  coast  out  of  all  and  extent 
proportion  to  its  area.  Thus  the  Greeks,  just  as  the  «*«>*«*"»«• 
Phoenicians,^  naturally  became  sailors^  and  felt  the  quickening 
effects  of  intercourse  with  foreign  peoples.  Italy,  on  the  contrary, 
has  a  more  regular  coast  with  fewer  good  harbors.  The  inhabit- 
ants, unlike  the  Greeks,  were  not  driven  into  the  arms  of  the  sea. 
They  remained  a  conservative  folk  who  were  slow  to  adopt  the 
customs  of  other  nations. 

Greece  cannot  be  described  as  a  rich  and  fruitful  territory. 
There  are  few  tracts  of  sufficient  extent  to  nourish  a  large  popula- 
tion.   Though  the  vine  and  olive  thrive  there  vigor-  pertiutyof 
ously,  the  land  is  not  good  for  wheat  and  other  grains.   Greece  and 
When  the  growth  of  population  made  it  difficult  to  ^^^' 
win  a  living  from  the  soil,  the  people  were  compelled  to  emigrate 
in  great  numbers  to  more  favored   regions,  or   else  to   devote 
themselves  to  industrial  pursuits.    Their  manufactured  commodi- 
ties could  then  be  exchanged   for  the  food  and  raw  materials 

1  See  page  50. 
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produced  in  foreign  countries.  Trade  and  commerce  in  this  way 
became  an  important  part  of  Greek  life.  But  Italy  was  a  richer 
land.  Its  mountain  pastures  fed  great  flocks  and  herds ;  its  forests 
3delded  all  manner  of  useful  woods ;  and  its  plains  supported  the 
culture  of  the  cereals  and  the  vine.^  As  compared  with  Greece, 
Italy, "  the  land  of  cattle,"  *  was  better  adapted  for  agriculture  and 
pastoral  pursuits  than  for  industry  and  commerce.     . 

Both  Greece  and  Italy  enjoy  on  the  whole  a  temperate  climate. 
"  Balmy  and  clement,"  sings  an  ancient  Greek  poet,  "  is  our  at- 
mosphere.   The  cold  of  winter  has  no  extremes  for  us. 
Climatic  *^  ' 

conditions  in  ^^^  the  shafts  of  the  sun  do  not  wound."  Indeed,  the 
the  two  tn^o  peninsulas  resemble  our  own  California  in  their 

poninsulM* 

sunny  days,  their  cool  nights,  and  their  wonderfully 
clear  atmosphere.  Yet  the  climate,  especially  on  the  upland 
slopes,  has  a  certain  bracing  quality  which  promotes  vigor  and 
energy.  The  people  who  lived  under  these  conditions  were  likely 
to  be  healthy  and  happy,  quick  of  mind  and  strong  of  body,  lovers 
of  outdoor  life,  and  sensitive  to  the  varied  aspects  of  nature.  And 
such  we  shall  find  them  as  our  story  proceeds. 

Studies 

I.  On  an  outline  map  of  the  Mediterranean  area  indicate  the  islands,  seas, 
mountain  ranges,  straits,  peninsulas,  and  rivers  mentioned  in  tliis  chapter. 
2.  On  the  map  facing  page  Ii6,  see  what  regions  of  Europe  are  less  than 
500  feet  above  sea  level;  less  than  3000  feet;  over  90CX)  feet.  3.  "  Europe 
resembles  the  human  hand,  from  the  elaborate  division  of  its  parts  and  the 
opportunities  it  affords  for  contact."  Explain  this  statement.  4.  Why  was 
Europe  better  fitted  than  Asia  to  develop  the  highest  civilization?  Why  not 
so  well  fitted  as  Asia  to  originate  civilization?  5.  What  mountain  systems 
of  Europe  are  not  offshoots  from  the  central  mass  of  the  Alps?  6.  On  the 
map  facing  page  1 1 6,  trace  the  course  of  the  Rhine,  Rhone,  and  Danube. 
7.  What  does  the  name  Mediifrraman  mean?  8.  Why  did  Roman  writers 
call  the  Mediterranean  "Our  Sea"  {^M are  Nostrum)!  9.  Locate  on  the 
map  several  of  the  natural  entrances  into  the  basin  of  the  Mediterranean. 
10.   At  what  points  is  it  probable  that  southern  Europe  and  northern  Africa 

1  Lemon  trees  and  orange  trees,  which  nowadays  flourish  in  southern  Italy, 
were  not  introduced  until  the  Middle  Ages.  ^  Aulus  Gellius.  xi,  x. 
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were  once  united?  ii.  What  European  countries  now  control  large  parts 
of  north  Africa?  12.  Compare  the  position  of  Crete  in  relation  to  Egypt 
with  that  of  Sicily  in  relation  to  the  north  African  coast.  13.  Why  was 
the  island  of  Cyprus  a  natural  meeting  place  of  Egyptian,  Syrian,  and  Greek 
peoples?  14.  What  modern  countries  are  included  within  the  limits  of  the 
Balkan  peninsula?  15.  Describe  the  island  routes  across  the  i^ean  (map 
between  pages  1 20-1 21).  16.  What  is  the  modern  name  of  the  Hellespont? 
of  the  Propontis?  of  the  Euxine?  17.  What  American  states  lie  in  about  the 
some  latitude  as  Greece?  18.  Compare  the  boundaries  of  ancient  Greece 
with  those  of  the  modem  kingdom.  19.  What  European  countries  in 
physical  features  closely  resemble  Greece?  What  state  of  our  Union? 
20.  Why  is  Greece  in  its  physical  aspects  *'  the  most  European  of  European 
lands"?  21.  What  countries  of  Greece  did  not  touch  the  sea?  22.  Why 
should  the   Pass  of  Thermopylae  be  described  as  the   "key  of  Greece"? 

23.  Compare    the  area    of   Attica    with    that   of    the    state  of   Delaware. 

24.  Compare  the  Apennines  with  the  Pindus  range;  Sicily  with  the  Pelo- 
ponnesus; northern  Italy  with  northern  Greece.  25.  Why  have  Sicily, 
Sardinia,  and  Corsica  been  called  the  *' suburbs  of  Italy**?  26.  What  is 
the  meaning  of  our  phrase  "*twixt  Scylla  and  Charybdis**?  27.  "Italy 
and  Greece  may  be  described  as  standing  back  to  back  to  each  other.*' 
Explain  this  statement  28.  "The  tendency  of  mountains  is  to  separate, 
of  rivers  to  unite,  adjacent  peoples.**  How  can  you  justify  this  statement 
by  a  study  of  European  geography?  29.  Is  the  influence  on  civilization 
of  such  physical  features  as  climate,  fertility  of  soil,  mountain  ranges,  and 
rivers  greater  or  less  to-day  than  in  earlier  times? 
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63.    Sources  of  Information  :  Ancient  Myths  and  Legends 

When  the  Greeks  first  began  to  keep  written  .records,  perhaps 
as  early  as  750  b.c.,  their  home  had  already  been  for  centuries 
in  the  islands  and  peninsulas  of  the  JEge&n,  The  TheOnek 
Greeks  of  historic  times  knew  very  little  about  their  l«««nda. 
prehistoric  period.  In  place  of  accurate  knowledge,  they  had  to 
rely  on  popular  traditions^  which  afterwards,  when  writing  became 
general,  were  preserved  in  poetry  and  song. 

The  Greeks  believed  that  their  myths  and  legends  presented  a 
faithful  picture  of  the  past     Famous  authors  and  artists  drew 
from  them  the  inspiration  for  their  masterpieces.     An  importance 
acquaintance  with  them  formed  a  necessaty  part  of  of  the 
the  education  of  every  citizen.     We  cannot  enter  into  *®8«»d8. 
the  spirit  of  old  Greek  life  without  some  knowledge  of  Greek 
mythology  —  the  most  abundant  and  beautiful  mythology  pro- 
duced by  any  people. 

Many  of  the  myths  relate   the  lives  and  adventures  of  the 

Greek  divinities  and  teach  us  a  good  deal  about  early  Greek 

religion.    Some  are  found  in  two  very  ancient  poems 

known  as  the  I/iad  and  the  Odyssey.    The  great  store-  myths  in 

house  of  mythology,  however,  is  a  work  called  the  Homer  and 

Hesiod. 
Theogony,  or  "  Origin  of  the  Gods."     It  was  supposed 

to  be  the  production  of  Hesiod,  a  Boeotian  poet  who  wrote,  prob- 
ably, in  the  eighth  century  B.C.  How  the  earth  arose  from  Chaos, 
how  the  race  of  older  deities  was  overthrown  by  the  thunderbolts 
of  Zeus,  how  each  of  the  Olympian  divinities  came  into  existence 
—  such  were  the  poet's  themes.  Hesiod's  account  of  the  gods 
grew  to  be  a  standard  authority  on  Greek  mythology. 

Besides  myths  relating  to  deities,  there  are  others  which  de- 
scribe the  exploits  of  the  heroes  —  illustrious  men  of  the  olden 

time  who  after  death  were  reverenced  and  often  wor- 

Hero  myths, 
shiped.     Every  city  and  tribe  of  ancient  Greece  had 

a  protecting  hero  or  demigod.     Some  of  the  heroes  were  believed 
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to  have  come  to  Greece  from  foreign  lands.  Three  of  the  leading 
Greek  cities  —  Argos,  Athens,  and  Thebes  —  ascribed  their  origin 
to  emigrants  fro;n  the  Orient. 

Argos  was  founded  by  the  Egyptian  Danaus.  He  had  fifty 
daughters,  of  whom  it  was  told  that  all  save  one  slew  their  husbands 
Danatta  ^^  ^^^  wedding  night.     For  this  crime  they  were  corn- 

founder  of       pelled  to  spend  eternity  in  Tartarus,  trying  to  fill  a 

^^"  sieve  with  water.    Descendants  of  Danaus  made  Argos 

one  of  the  chief  cities  of  the  Peloponnesus. 

Athens,  likewise,  looked  to  Egypt  for  its  first  king,  called  Ce- 
crops.  He  fixed  his  abode  on  the  steep  rock  afterwards  known 
Coczopa  ^^  ^^^  Acropolis.     In  his  reign  two  deitie.s,  Athena  and 

founder  of  Poseidon,  waged  a  peaceful  contest  for  the  possession 
Athena.  ^^  ^j^^  ^^^  ^^^^     r^,^^  ^^^^  decreed  that  it  should  be 

the  prize  of  the  one  who  provided  a  gift  most  useful  to  mortals. 
Poseidon  gave  the  horse ;  Athena  planted  the  olive  tree.  Athena 
won,  and  from  her  the  capital  received  its  name. 

Another  famous  legend  tells  of  a  third  stranger  from  the  East 
who  founded  a  great  city.  Cadmus  the  Phoenician,  searching 
Cadmna  ^^^  ^^^  mdQ  for  his  sister,  whom  Zeus  had  stolen  away, 

founder  of  at  length  reached  Greece  and  the  Boeotian  plain. 
Thebea.         jj^^.^  j^^  ^yj|^  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^f  Thebes,  whose  citadel,  the 

Cadmea,  preserved  the  memory  of  his  name.  He  was  said  to 
have  introduced  into  Greece  the  art  of  writing.  Hence  the  earli- 
est Greek  alphabet  ^  became  known  as  the  "  Cadmean  letters." 

Many  other  myths  clustered  about  the  beginnings  of  Greek  cities, 
tribes,  and  lands.  We  read  of  Pelops,  who  came  from  Asia  Minor 
Other  heroic  ^^^  g^^^  ^^^  name  to  southern  Greece.*  We  hear  of 
mytha.  Theseus,  who  united  the  twelve  independent  communi- 

ties of  Attica  into  a  single  state  with  Athens  at  its  head.  He  it 
was  who  delivered  the  Athenians  from  the  tribute  of  seven  youths 
and  seven  maidens  that  King  Minos  of  Crete  demanded  as  a  sac- 
rifice to  his  man-eating  bull,  the  Minotaur.     We  learn  about  Hera- 

l  See  page  16.  ^  See  page  126. 
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des  and  his  prodigious  labon  for  mankind ;  about  Jason,  prince  of 
Thessaly,  who  led  the  Argonauts  ia  the  good  ship  Argo  to  steal  the 
"golden  fleece"  from  distant  Colchis  on  the  Euxine;  about  Aga- 
memnon, king  of  Mycenae,  who  gathered  the  Greek  chieftains  for 
the  siege  of  Troy.    All 
their  adventures  and 
heroic  deeds   form  a 
treasury  of  classic 
mythology  which  can 
never  lose  its  charm. 

Students  of  Greek 
history  long  suspected 
that  these  and  other 
&mous  tales  had  some 
foundation  in  fact. 
They  were  evidence 
of  intercourse  with 
the  cultured  Orient — 
with  Egypt,  Syria, 
and  Asia  HUtorlcal 
Minor  —  value  of  the 
at  a  pc-  -y*'"' 
nod  when  the  Greeks 

were  still  in  the  dark-  excavations  at  Troy 

ness  of  the  prehistoric      1 
age. 

Yet  if  we  had  only  such  confused  legends  to  guide  us,  we  should 
know  but  little  of  prehistoric  Greece.  Within  our  own  day,  how- 
ever, a  series  of  remarkable  excavations  have  disclosed  nodern 
the  remains  of  a  widespread  and  flourishing  civiliza-  JiicoveriBi. 
tion  in  times  so  distant  that  the  historic  Greeks  had  lost  all  sight 
of  it.  As  in  the  Orient,'  the  labors  of  modern  scholars  are  yearly 
adding  to  our  knowledge  of  ancient  life. 
'Sec  page  76. 


rlbeiit  touti  of  Ihc  limh  dly.    The  i 
K  right  <Uw  fTom  the  cjghlh  city. 
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64.    Sources  of  Information:   Modern  Explorations 

The  man  who  did  most  to  reveal  the  prehistoric  civilization  of 
Greece  was  a  wealthy  German  merchant  named  Heinrich  Schlie- 
«  ^.,  "  niann.  An  enthusiastic  lover  of  Homer,  he  believed 
rnann's  ex-  that  the  stories  of  the  Trojan  War  related  in  the  I/iad 
caTAtions  at  ^^^e  no  idle  fancies,  but  real  facts.  IniSyo  he  started 
to  test  his  beliefs  by  excavations  at  a  hill  called  His- 
sarlik,  on  the  northwestern  coast  of  Asia  Minor.  Here  tradition 
had  always  fixed  the  site  of  ancient  Troy. 

Schliemann's  discoveries  and  those  of  later  explorers  proved  that 

at  Hissarlik  at  least  nine  successive 
cities  had  come  into  existence,  flour- 
ished, and  passed  away.    At  the  bottom 

DiscoTerv  ^^  ^^^  mound  was  a  rude 
of  boned  village,  belonging  to  the 
cities.  Stone  Age.     Above  came 

the  ruins  of  a  second  settlement  with 
massive  walls  and  a  palace  of  sun-dried 
brick.  Hidden  away  within  a  secret 
recess  Schliemann  uncovered  a  great 
treasure  of  vessels  and  ornaments  in  gold  and  silver,  together  with 
spearheads,  axes,  daggers,  and  cups,  wrought  in  bronze.^  Schlie- 
mann himself  believed  this  city  to  be  the  Troy  of  the  I/ia^i,  The 
civilization  revealed  here  did  not  agree,  however,  with  the  de- 
scriptions in  the  Homeric  poems.  Excavations  completed  in  1892 
have  shown  that  the  sixth  city  in  order  from  the  bottom  was  tlie 
one  of  which  Homer  sang.  It  also  had  powerful  walls  defended 
by  towers,  well-fortified  gates,  and  palaces  of  stone.  The  marks 
of  fire  throughout  the  ruins  show  that  the  city  must  have  perished 
in  a  disastrous  conflagration. 
The  remarkable  disclosures  at  Troy  encouraged  Schliemann  to 


The  Swastika,  a  Pre- 
historic Symbol 

Cover  of  a  vase  found  at  Troy. 


1  Schliemann 's  entire  collection  of  objects  discovered  at  Hissarlik  is  now  in  the 
Royal  Museum  of  Berlin. 
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begin  work  on  the  site  of  another  Homeric  city.     In  the  lUaiiwt 
hear  much  of  Mycenae,  "rich  in  gold."     It  was  the 
fiir-^med  residence  of  Agamemnon,  whence  he  ruled 
over  "  many  islands  and  all  Argos." ' 

Some  evidences  of  the  former  glory  of  Mycense  were  still  in 
existence.  The  hill  on  which  the  citadel  arose  was  surrounded 
by  a  massive  circular 
wall.  Its  principal 
entrance  lay  through 
the  celebrated  Lions' 
Gate,  one  of  the 
oldest  examples  of 
Greek  sculpture. 
Below  the  hill  were 
eight  underground 
buildings,  Kxirtli.gr.. 
the  largest  mainaof 

of  which  "y«""- 

was  the  so-called 

"Treasury  of  Atreus." 

They  had  served  as 

tombs  for  prehistoric 

Mycenxan  kings. 

Lion 

These    imposing 

■^  "         Tht  .loi«  wlirf  of 

structures  were  al-     (or  iioficiieii  ficing  1 

ready  known  when,    Th.  h™di  of  ih*  imimii  hmve  be™  i»t. 

in  1876,  Schliemann  started  excavations  within  "Agamemnon's 

Circle,"  the  incloaurc  on  the  summit  of  the  hill.     Here  he  laid  bare 

six  rock-hewn  graves,  buried  many  feet  beneath  an 

accumulation  of  earth  and  rubbish.     They  contained    mann's 

the  skeletons  of  nineteen  persons,  men,  women,  and    eK»"tion» 

children.     Thin  masks  of  gold,  found  in  several  graves, 

probably  once  covered  the  faces  of  the  dead.    Their  bodies  were 

^  Iliad,  vi\,  iBo;  ii,  loS. 


1  oppoaite  (idct  of  ■  pillar. 
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decked  with  gold  diadems,  bracelets,  and  pendants.  No  less  than 
one  hundred  pounds'  weight  of  gold  was  taken  from  the  graves. 
The  other  funeral  offerings  included  gold  rings,  silver  vases,  and  a 
variety  of  bronze  weapons  —  daggers,  swords,  spearheads,  and  axes. 


"Treasury  of  Atreus,'"  MvckniE 

by  a  long,  boriionul  puugg  cm  thnugh  the  hilliidc. 

It  is  clear  that  these  sepulchers  belonged  to  a  kingly  race  of  great 
wealth  and  power.  Schliemann,  in  his  enthusiasm,  announced 
that  he  had  found  the  very  tomb  of  Agamemnon,  even  as  at  Troy 
he  believed  that  he  had  brought  to  light  Priam's  royal  palace. 

One  other  great  discovery  is  associated  with  Schliemann's  name. 
This  was  made  at  Tiryns,  a  prehistoric  capital  of  Argolis  and  per- 
haps the  oldest  city  in  Europe.     The  Homeric  poems 
refer  to  it  as  "  well-walled  Tiryns " '  because  of  its 
massive  fortifications  built  of  enormous,  roughly  dressed  stones. 

1  Iliad,  ii,  559. 
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The  wall,  in  some  places,  reaches  a  thickness  of  fifty-seven  feet 
and  contains  entire  galleries  and  chambers.  The  Greeks  of  his- 
toric times  viewed  this  huge  masonry  with  astonishment  and  be- 
lieved it  to  be  the  work  of  giants  called  Cyclopes. 


Gallery  at  Tiri 

The  gallery  loof  is  formal  by  puihing  Ihe  lu 
bw>nl  from  both  lidu  unlil  Ihey  meel.  The  rei 
Ibe  keyHone  nich  it  not  employed. 

Within  the  citadel  of  Tlryns,  Schliemann  uncovered  in  1884— 
1885  the  ruins  of  an  extensive  structure  with  gateways,  open 
courts,  and  closed  apartments.     Characteristic  of  this 


and  such  a  modem  convenience  as  a  bathroom  with 
pipes  and  drains.  Some  of  the  palace  courts  are  paved  with 
mosaics ;  the  walls  of  some  of  the  rooms  are  covered  with  frescoes. 
In  short,  the  palace  at  Tiryns  gives  us  a  clear  and  detailed  pic- 
ture of  the  home  of  an  Homeric  prince.  Imagination  readily 
peoples  it  with  ihcheroes  of  the  //iaiiand  the  Odyssey. 

But  the  fame  of  even  Schliemann's  discoveries  has  been  some- 
what dimmed  by  the  recent  "finds"  in  Crete.    That  island,  a  sort  of 
natural  bridge  between  Egypt  and  Greece,  was  ccle-  Eic«T«tijni 
brated  in  very  eariy  times.     Myth  made  it  the  birth-  inCrrt«. 
place  of  Zeus,  who  there  wedded  Europa,  the  daughter  of  man. 
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Minos,  their  son,  received  from  bis  divine  father  a  code  of  laws, 
and  grew  so  famous  for  wisdom  that  after  death  he  became  a  judge 
in  the  lower  world.  Still  another  legend  represented  Minos  as  a 
powerful  sea-king  who  ruled  from  Crete  over  all  tbe  ^gean.  The 
poet  Homer  also  knows  Crete  and  describes  it  as  lying  "  in  the 
midst  of  the  wine-dark  sea,  a  fair  land  and  rich,  begirt  with  water, 
and  therein  are  men  innumerable,  and  ninety  cities.'"    Such  a 


Storerooms  in  the  Pai-4CB  at  Gnossus 

region  promised  rich  rewards  to  explorers.  They  have  not  been 
disappointed.  The  researches  conducted  in  this  island  since  1900 
have  revealed  an  astounding  civilization  in  prehistoric  times. 

Some  of  the  most  remarkable  excavations  were  made  on  the  site 
of  Gnossus,  the  ancient  capital  of  Crete.  Here  an  Englishman,  Sir 
XHscareilea  Arthur  Evans,  has  uncovered  the  remains  of  settle- 
•t  GoMsua.  ments  which  date  back  to  the  Stone  Age.  Later 
comes  an  enormous  palace  belonging  to  the  Bronze  Age,  Greek 
legend  knew  of  it  as  the  Labyrinth,  the  habitation  of  King  Minos 
and  his  bull,  the  Minotaur,'  Like  the  dwellings  of  Assyrian  kings,* 
the  building  has  a  bewildering  arrangement  of  courts,  passages, 
'  O^tsty,  xix,  173-174.  '  See  page  138.  '  See  pages  104-105. 
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and  apartments  in  which  it  is  difficult  not  to  lose  one's  way. 
Here  Is  the  royal  council- chamber  with  the  very  throne  on  which 
the  king  once  saL     Here  are   the  royal  magazines,  still   filled 
with  huge  earthenware  jars  for  the  storage  of  provisions.    A  great 
number  of  brilliant   pictures  —  hunting 
scenes,  landscapes,  portraits  of  individ- 
uals—  cover  the  palace  walls.     At  one 
of  the  main  entrances  the  visitor  sees  a 
row  of  cupbearers  painted  in  life  size. 
Another  wall  bears  a  representation  of 
men  and  women,  thickly  crowded  to- 
gether as  if  witnessing  a  performance, 
perhaps  a  bull-fight.     The  costumes  of 
the  women,  with  their  flounced  skirts, 
puffed  sleeves,  and  low-cut  bodices,  are 
remarkably  modem  in  appearance. ,  One 
would  never  think  of  the  Cretans  as  a 
prehistoric  people. 

66.    The  iBgean  Age  (to  about 
1100  B.C.) 

The  prehistoric  civilization   thus  A  Cretan  Cufbeaker 
brought  to  light  within  the  last  quarter  Mu-umofCndi.,  c«» 
of  a  century  was  at  first  called  Mycenaean,  ,„  ^f  Gnoiiui.   Tht  youth  car- 
after  Mycenae,  where  excavations  were  "'••"""'cuponmnemtdwiih 

'  '  gold.    Hit  wa[sl  is  ijghily  dnwn 

SO  abundantly  rewarded.  The  Cretan  in  by  •  girdle.  hi>  hiir  im  dirk 
finds,  however,  point  to  an  earlier  and  "''  f"''y- J"'  p™*''«  "  "■■""" 
more  highly  developed  culture  on  that 

island.    Other  evidences  of  prehistoric  culture  have  been  found 
along  the  eastern  coast  of  Greece,  especially  in  Attica   ^^^  ^^ 
and  Bceotia,  and  among  some  of  the  islands,  as  Rhodes  Xgean  clH- 
and  Cyprus.     Hence  it  is  now  usual  to  speak  of  an     *'"'"'■ 
.lEgean  civiliiation,  since  it  prevailed  throughout  the  entire  area 
of  this  basin  of  the  Mediti 
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These  discoveries  in  the  -^gean  enable  us  to  place  another 
venerable  center  of  civilized  life  by  the  side  of  Babylonia  and 
Antiquity  of  ^SYP^'  As  early  as  3000  B.C.,  the  primitive  inhabit- 
iBgean  ciy-  ants  of  the  ^gean  were  giving  up  the  use  of  stone  tools 
iiization.  ^^^^  weapons  for  those  of  metal.  Copper  was  found 
in  great  quantities  on  the  island  of  Cyprus,  where  a  true  Copper 
Age  came  into  existence.  In  Crete,  the. place  of  pure  copper  was 
soon  taken  by  bronze.  This  alloy  of  copper  and  tin  came  into 
general  use,  as  is  shown  by  the  excavations  at  Troy  and  Mycenae. 
The  five  centuries  between  1600  and  11 00  B.C.  appear  to  have  been 
the  time  when  the  Bronze  Age  culture  reached  its  greatest  splendor. 
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The  civilization  of  the  ^^ean  world  during  these  five  centuries 
shows  several  marked  characterislics.     The  people  were  no  longer 
wandering  hunters  or  herdsmen,  but  settled  farmers,  p^.t,^,  ^ 
They  lived  in  villages  and  cities,  where  the  frowning  Ag«u  eiv- 
fortress  of  the  chief  or  king  looked  down  on  the      **  '"■ 
humble  dwellings  of  common  men.     The   monarch,  as  in  the 
Oriental  world,'  was  doubtless  a  thorough  despot,  whose  subjects 
toiled  to  build  the  great  palaces 
and  tombs.     If  life  was  hard  and 
cheerless  for  them,  it  must  have 
been  pleasant  enough  for  court 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  who  occu- 
pied luxurious  apartments,  wore 
fine   clothing  and  jewelry,  and 
enjoyed  such  exhibitions  as  bull- 
fighting and  the  contests  of  pu- 
gilists. 

Remarkable  progress  was  made 
in  some  of  the  fine  arts.    In  archi-    Silver  Fragment  fiom  Mvcen* 
lecture,  we  find  imposing  palaces,  N»tionai  Muteum,  Athent 

often    splendidly    adorned    and      a  «»=  k™  ihowing  tii»  how.,  ■unj^ 

'^  '  uhI   huge   ihllldi   of  Myccnzan    wamon. 

arranged  for  a  life  of  comfort.    imhctuciigniundaRKtnihciiiuonry  o( 
Wall  paintings,  plaster  reliefs,  and    "^  '='?  """  "^  ""^  ii="™'«d  h™«., 
line  carvings  in  stone  excite  our  admiration,     j^gean  artists  made 
beautiful  pottery  of  many  shapes  and  cleverly  decorated  with  plant 
and  animal  forms.    They  carved  ivory,  engraved  gems, 
and  excelled  in  the  working  of  metals.     Some  of  their 
productions  in  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  were  scarcely  surpassed  by 
Greek  artists  a  thousand  years  later. 

Some   form  of  recording  thoughts  had   been  secured.    The 
earlier  records,  having  been  largely  on  perishable  ma- 
terials, such  as  bark  or  hides,  may  never  be  recovered. 
The  excavations  in  Crete,  however,   show  that  its  inhabitants 
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had  passed  from  picture  writing  to  the  use  of  symbols  for  sounds. 
Buried  in  the  remains  of  the  palace  at  Gnossus  were  thousands  of 
clay  tablets  with  inscriptions  as  yet  unread.  About  seventy  char- 
acters appear  to  have  been  in  common  use.  They  probably  de- 
note syllables  and  indicate  a  decided  advance  over  both  Babylonian 
and  Egyptian  scripts.  These  Cretan  signs  date  back  several  cen- 
turies before  the  earliest  known  appearance  of  the  "  Phoenician  " 
alphabet.  It  is  not  impossible  that  they  were  the  source  whence 
the  Phoenicians  took  at  least  a  number  of  their  letters.* 

Everything  indicates  much  intercourse  throughout  the  Mediter- 
ranean during  this  period.  Products  of  JEgesin  art  are  found  as 
far  west  as  Sicily,  Italy,  and  Spain.  ^Egean  pottery 
has  been  frequently  discovered  in  Egyptian  tombs. 
Some  objects  unearthed  at  Nippur  in  Babylonia  are  apparently  of 
iSgean  workmanship.  In  those  ancient  days,  Crete  was  mistress 
of  the  seas.  Cretan  merchants  preceded  the  Phoenicians  as  car- 
riers between  Asia  and  Europe.'  Thus  trade  and  commerce 
opened  up  the  Mediterranean  world  to  all  the  cultural  influences 
of  the  Orient. 

JEgeam  civilization  did  not  penetrate  beyond  the  shores  of  Asia 
Minor,  the  islands,  and  the  coasts  of  continental  Greece.  The  in- 
Downfall  of  ^^^^^  regions  of  the  Greek  peninsula  remained  the 
Xgean  cIt-  home  of  barbarous  tribes  which  had  not  yet  learned 
iUzation.  ^^  build  cities,  to  create  beautiful  objects  of  art,  or  to 
traffic  on  the  seas.  By  11 00  b.c.,  their  destructive  inroads 
brought  the  JEgean  Age  to  an  end. 

66.    The  Greek  Conquests  and  Migrations 

The  invaders  who  plunged  the  Greek  mainland  and  islands  once 
Comine  of  "lore  into  barbarism  seem  to  have  entered  the  penin- 
the  northern  sula  from  the  north.  They  were  still  a  nomadic  people, 
barbarUns.     ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^j^^  chase,  and  dependent  for  food 

mainly  upon  their  flocks  and  herds.    In  course  of  time  many  of  these 

1  See  pages  14-15.  *  See  pages  86,  89. 
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immigrants  gave  up  their  wandering  life  and  made  permanent  set- 
tlements. Sometimes  they  must  have  exterminated  or  enslaved  the 
earlier  inhabitants  of  the  land.  More  often,  perhaps,  they  settled 
peaceably  in  the  sunny  south,  taking  to  themselves  wives  from  the 
daughters  of  the  native  princes.     Thus  the  two  peoples  mingled 


0  10  CO  M  40  M 
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their  blood  and  so  produced  the  one  Greek  race  which  is  found 
at  the  dawn  of  history. 

These  migrations  and  invasions  continued,  we  may  believe,  for 
many  centuries.  Some  of  them,  dimly  remembered  in  later  days, 
gave  rise  to  myths.  One  famous  legend  told  how  rude  The  "Dorian 
Dorian  tribes,  headed  by  the  descendants  of  the  hero  invasion." 
Heracles,  entered  the  Peloponnesus  and  overran  Argolis  and  La- 
conia.  The  warlike  Dorians,  it  is  probable,  were  only  the  last  of 
those  northern  peoples  who  gradually  had  been  getting  a  foot- 
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hold  in  Greece.  Apparently  it  was  some  such  invasion  as  this 
which  destroyed  Mycenae  and  Tiryns. 

The  Dorian  invasion  and  other  movements  of  population  did 
not  stop  at  the  Greek  mainland.  Asia  Minor,  either  at  this  time 
Greek  settle-  ^^  ^^^^^  earlier,  received  many  emigrants  from  Greece, 
ments  in  Those  who  settled  on  the  northwestern  shore  of  the 
^^'  Asiatic  peninsula  were  known  as  iEolians.  From  At- 
tica and  Argolis  came  the  lonians.  They  planted  many  colonies  on 
the  central  coast  and  gave  the  land  their  name  —  Ionia.  The 
Dorians,  too,  passed  over  from  the  Peloponnesus,  establishing 
themselves  in  Crete  and  Rhodes,  and  extending  their  colonies 
along  the  southwestern  coast  of  Asia  Minor. 

When  these  colonizing  movements  came  to  an  end,  the  Greeks 
were  found  everywhere  in  the  ^gean.  The  mainland  of  Greece, 
Divisions  of  ^^^  islands,  and  the  coast  of  western  Asia  Minor  formed 
the  Greek  the  early  Greek  world.  The  inhabitants  —  ^Eolians, 
"^*  lonians,  and  Dorians — were  the  chief  divisions  of  the 

Greek  race. 

67.   The  Homeric  Age  (about  1100-750  B.C.) 

Several  centuries  lie  between  the  end  of  the  -^gean  Age  and 
the  opening  of  historic  times  in  Greece.  This  period  is  usually 
The  Homeric  called  the  Homeric  Age,  because  some  features  of  its 
epics.  civilization  are  reflected  in  the  Iliad  2XiA  the  Odyssey , 

epic  poems  probably  composed  in  Ionia  and  attributed  to  Homer. 

The  literature  of  Greece,  and  with  it  the  literature  of  Europe, 
begins  with  epic  poetry.  An  epic  may  be  defined  as  a  long  nar- 
Originof  rative  in  verse  dealing  with  some  large  and  noble 
the  epics.  theme.  The  earliest  epic  poetry  of  the  Greeks  was  in- 
separable from  music.  Wandering  minstrels  sang  at  feasts  in  the 
palaces  of  kings  and  accompanied  their  lays  with  the  music  of  the 
clear-toned  lyre.  After  a  time,  as  his  verse  reached  a  more  artistic 
character,  the  singer  was  able  to  give  up  the  lyre  and  to  depend 
for  effect  solely  on  the  poetic  power  of  his  narrative.     Finally  the 
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scattered  lays  were  combined  into  long  poems  in  hexameter  verse. ^ 
Two  of  these  have  come  down  to  us — the  Iliad  and  the  Odyssey. 

The  IHad  is  a  poem  dealing  with  the  Trojan  War.  According 
to  the  story,  Troy,  or  Ilium,  was  besieged  for  ten  long  years  by  all 
the  chieftains  of  Greece.  They  sought  to  avenge  the 
seizure  of  Helen,  wife  of  Menelaus  of  Sparta,  by  the 
handsome  but  faithless  Paris,  son  of  the  Trojan  king.  Their 
leader  was  Agamemnon,  brother  of  Menelaus,  and  ruler  of  Mycenae. 
The  Iliad  relates  the  events  of  only  a  few  days  during  the  last  year 
of  the  war.  The  poem  might  perhaps  as  well  have  been  called 
the  Achilleidf  for  its  real  hero  is  the  mighty  Achilles,  whose 
wrath  against  Agamemnon  brought  unnumbered  woes  to  all  the 
Greeks. 

The  Odyssey  has  for  its  hero  Odysseus,  wisest  of  the  princes 
who  fought  against  Troy.  After  the  fall  of  that  city,  Odysseus  set 
sail  for  his  island  kingdom  of  Ithaca.  He  wandered  The 
far  and  wide  for  ten  years,  visiting  strange  countries  and  Odyssey, 
peoples,  and  meeting  with  many  remarkable  adventures.  Thus 
the  Odyssey,  as  contrasted  with  the  Iliadf  is  a  story,  not  of  war  and 
battle,  but  of  exploits  on  land  and  sea.  It  is  a  sort  of  geographi- 
cal romance. 

The  Greeks  themselves,  almost  without  exception,  believed  that 
these  epic  poems  were  composed  by  a  blind  bard  whom  they  called 
Homer.  Seven  cities,  among  them  Chios  and  Smyrna,  Authorship 
contended  for  the  honor  of  having  been  Homer's  <rf  the  epics, 
birthplace.  Nowadays,  many  scholars  regard  the  Iliad  as  older 
than  the  Odyssey,  and  therefore  as  the  production  of  a  different 
author. 

1  As  an  example  of  hexameter  verse,  take  these  lines  from  an  English  transla- 
tion of  Homer : 

"  Clearly  the  rest  I  behold  of  the  dark-eyed  sons  of  Achaea ; 
Known  to  me  well  are  the  faces  of  all ;  their  names  I  remember ; 
Two,  two  only  remain,  whom  I  see  not  among  the  commanders, 
Castor,  fleet  in  the  car,  —  Polydeuces,  brave  with  the  cestus." 

—  Iliad,  iii,  334-237. 
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No  one  can  tell  with  certainty  when  the  Homeric  poems  first 
took  their  present  shape.     Since  the  discoveries  at  Troy,  Mycense, 
Antiquity  ot  and  Gnossus,  it  has  become  easier  to  believe  in  the 
the  apicB.       great  antiquity  of  the  two  epics.    The  form  and  deco- 
ration of  palaces  as  described  by  the  poet,  the  art  of  the  gold- 
smith, the  use  of  chariots  in  war,  the  bronze  weapons,  the  shape 
and  size  of  the  huge  Homeric  shield,  all  cor- 
respond with  objects  revealed  by  the  excava- 
tions in  Greece  and  in  Crete.    On  the  other 
hand,  many  Homeric  customs  are  not  those  of 
the  j^gean  Age.    The  /£gean  peoples  buried 
their  dead,  used  no  tools  or  weapons  of  iron, 
and,  as  a  rule,  fought  either  naked  or  clad  in 
nothing  more    than    a    loin    cloth.     Homer's 
Greeks  bum  their  dead,  placing  the  bones  in 
lofty  mounds  of  earth,  possess  iron  implements, 
and  go  to  battle  incased  in  suits  of  heavy 
armor.    The  dress  of  a  Cretan  lady  consisted 
of  entirely  separate  garments  for   the  upper 
and  lower  parts  of  the  body,  but  the  Homeric 
woman  wears  a  one-piece  dress  without  sepa- 
i  rate  skirt  or  bodice.    The  chief  deity  of  the 
^gean  world  was  a  nature  goddess,  a  Great 
''^''^GoDn^s*''^       Mother  of  all  life,  often  represented  by  a  female 
figure  crowned  with  snakes.    In  the  Homeric 
worid  the  principal  object  of  adoration  is  a  male  deity,  the  heaven 
god  Zeus.     All  these  are  striking  differences,  not  easily  reconciled. 
If  we  assume  that  the  two  epics  took  their  existing  shape  soon 
after  the  Greek  invasion,  we  can  understand  why  they  should  in- 
Hi  toticii       '^I'-i'l^  many  traditions  of  the  earher  ^gean  Age.     Its 
TalneDlthe    glories  at  that  time  had  not  entirely  faded  from  the 
Homeijc         minds  of  men.     In  the  main,  however,   the  poems 
must  picture  a  life  which  the  authors  saw  with  their 
own  eyes.     Hence  the  references  in  the  ///arf  and  the  Odyssey  to 
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industry  and  art,  to  law,  religion,  and  morality,  give  us  some  idea 
of  the  culture  which  the  historic  Greeks  received  as  their  inherit- 
ance. 

68.   Society  during  the  Homeric  Age 

The  Homeric  Greeks  were  in  a  transitional  stage  between  the 
life  of  shepherds  and  that  of  farmers.  Wealth  consisted  largely  of 
flocks  and  herds,  though  nearly  every  freeman  owned 
a  little  plot  of  land  on  which  he  cultivated  grain  and 
cared  for  his  orchard  and  vineyard.  There  were  few  skilled  work- 
men, for  almost  everything  was  made  at  home.  A  separate  class 
of  traders  had  not  yet  arisen.  Commerce  was  little  followed. 
The  Greeks  depended  on  Phoenician  sailors  to  bring  to  their  shores 
the  commodities  which  they  could  not  produce  themselves.  In 
their  sheltered  valleys  the  common  people  led  simple  lives,  remote 
from  the  busy  centers  of  trade  and  industry  in  the  Oriental  world. 

The  fine  arts  show  little  evidence  of  such  splendid  development 
as  existed  in  ^Egean  times.  Architecture  was  unpretentious.  The 
palaces  described  in  the  Homeric  poems  were  the 
residences  of  ^Egean  princes.  We  hear  of  no  statues. 
Objects  made  of  the  precious  metals  and  bronze,  such  as  bowls 
and  vases,  necklaces  and  armor,  were  usually  the  creations  of 
Phoenician  craftsmen.  Iron  was  known  and  used,  for  instance 
in  the  manufacture  of  farm  tools.  During  Homeric  times,  how- 
ever, that  metal  was  still  something  of  a  rarity  and  had  not  yet 
displaced  copper  and  bronze.^ 

Round  the  king  there  was  a  class  of  nobles  who  lived  in  the 
towns  or  on  their  farms.  In  the  middle  class  we  may  include 
priests,  minstrels,  surgeons,  and  skilled  workmen,  whose  social 
occupations  were  all  held  in  high  esteem.  Beneath  clai«es. 
them  came  the  peasant  landowners  and  a  small  body  of  landless 
men  who  served  as  hired  laborers  on  the  estates  of  the  nobles. 
Prisoners  taken  in  war  or  slaves    purchased    from   Phoenician 

1  See  page  9. 
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traders  formed  a  part  of  every  wealthy  household.  The  number 
of  slaves  was  far  less  than  in  later  times,  and  they  appear  to  have 
been  well  treated. 

Social  life  was  primitive.    Princes  tended  flocks  and  built  houses ; 
princesses  carried  water  and  washed  clothes.     Agamemnon,  Odys- 
seus, and  other  heroes  were  not  ashamed  to  be  their  own 
Social  Ufe.  ' 

butchers  and  cooks.  The  Homeric  knights  did  not 
ride  on  horseback,  but  fought  from  chariots.  They  sat  at  table 
instead  of  reclining  at  meals,  as  did  the  later  Greeks.  Coined 
money  was  unknown.  Trade  was  by  barter,  values  being  reckoned 
in  oxen,  or  in  lumps  of  gold  and  silver.  Wives  were  bought  by 
making  gifts  of  cattle  to  the  parents.  The  art  of  writing  is  men- 
tioned only  once  in  the  Homeric  poems,  and  doubtless  was  little 
used. 

The  times  were  rude.  Wars,  though  petty,  were  numerous  and 
cruel.  The  vanquished  suffered  death  or  slavery.  Piracy,  flour- 
Law  and  ishing  upon  the  unprotected  seas,  was  considered  an 
morality.  honorable  occupation.  It  was  no  insult  to  inquire  of 
a  seafaring  stranger  whether  he  was  pirate  or  merchant.  Murders 
were  frequent.  The  murderer  had  to  dread,  not  a  public  trial  and 
punishment,  but  rather  the  personal  vengeance  of  the  kinsmen  of 
his  victim.  He  must  either  flee  the  country  or  pacify  the  avengers 
by  the  payment  of  a  fine.  In  their  dealings  with  one  another, 
men  often  appear  tricky  and  deceitful.  Deceit  and  trickery,  when 
cleverly  carried  out,  were  rather  admired  than  condemned.  The 
Homeric  Greeks,  in  these  respects,  exhibit  the  usual  defects  and 
vices  of  barbarous  peoples. 

In  some  other  respects  Homeric  society  presents  an  attractive 

picture.     Both  the  Iliad  and  the  Odyssey  contain  many  charming 

descriptions  of  family  life.  Monogamy  prevailed. 
Tho  xaxnily. 

Children  were  tenderly  cared  for.     Parents  received 

deep  reverence  and  affection.     An  especially  honorable  position 

was  occupied  by  married  women.     "There  is  nothing  mightier 

and  nobler,''  sings  the  poet,  "  than  when  man  and  wife  are  of  one 
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heart  and  mind  in  a  house,  a  grief  to  their  foes,  to  their  friends 
great  joy,  but  their  own  hearts  know  it  best."  * 

The  Iliad  and  the  Odyssey  disclose  a  considerable  acquaintance 
with  peninsular  Greece  and  the  coasts  of  Asia  Minor.  Cyprus, 
Egypt,  and  Sicily  are  also  known  in  part.  The  poet  Homeric 
conceives  of  the  earth  as  a  sort  of  flat  shield  with  geography. 
Greece  lying  in  the  center.  The  Mediterranean,  "The  Sea,"  as 
it  is  called  by  Homer,  and  its  continuation,  the  Euxine,  divide 
the  world  into  two  equal  parts.  Surrounding  the  earth  was  "  the 
great  strength  of  the  Stream  of  Ocean,"*  a  river,  broad  and  deep, 
where  all  the  waters  of  earth  had  their  source. 

The  dark  underworld  of  Hades  lay  beneath  the  surface  of  the 
earth.     As  far  below  Hades  as  earth  is  below  heaven  was  the 
prison  house  of  Tartarus.     Those  who  had  committed  Hades  and 
great  crimes  were  confined  in  this  deep  and  sunless  Tartarus, 
abyss,  closed  by  gates  of  brass  and  iron. 

The  poets  who  followed  Homer  imagined  also  a  happy  home 

for  heroes  especially  favored  by  the  gods.     It  lay  in  the  Elysian 

Plain  at  the  western  end  of  the  world,  or  on  the 

Elysium. 
Islands  of  the  Blest,  bathed  by  the  last  rays  of  the 

setting  sun.     "  No  snow  is  there,  nor  yet  great  storms,  nor  any 

rain;   but  always  ocean  sendeth   forth  the  breeze  of  the  shrill 

west  to  blow  cool  on  men." ' 

69.    Early  Greek  Religion 

We  may  learn  from  the  Homeric  poems  what  were  the  religious 
ideas  held  by  the  early  Greeks.  The  greater  gods  and  goddesses 
were  not  numerous.  I^ss  than  a  score  everywhere  TheOlym- 
received  worship  under  the  same  names  and  in  all  pian  council, 
the  temples.  Twelve  of  the  chief  deities  formed  a  select  council 
which  was  supposed  to  meet  on  the  top  of  snow-crowned  Olympus. 
The  Greeks,  however,  did  not  agree  as  to  what  deities  should  be 
included  in  this  august  assemblage. 

1  Odyssey^  vi,  z8a-i8|.  8  Iliad ^  xviii,  607,  •  Odyssey^  iv,  566-568. 
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Many  Olympian  deities  were  simply  personifications  of  natural 
phenomena.  Zeus,  ''father  of  gods  and  men/'  appears  as  a 
Attributes  l^^aven  god  who  gathers  the  clouds  in  storms  and 
of  the  Olym-  hurls  the  lightning  bolt.  The  thunder  is  his  sign ;  the 
plan  gods.  rainbow  and  the  eagle  are  his  messengers.  Apollo,  a 
mighty  god  of  light  who  wards  off  darkness  and  evil,  became 
the  ideal  of  manly  beauty,  and  the  patron  of  music,  poetry, 
and  healing.  Ares,  possibly  a  storm  god,  presided  over  war 
and  battle.  Hephaestus,  god  of  fire,  had  in  charge  the  working 
of  metals  and  all  useful  mechanic  arts.  Hermes  was  the-  herald 
and  wing-footed  messenger  of  the  gods.  He  cared  for  inven- 
tions, trade,  and  commerce.  Dionysus  was  worshiped  as  the 
deity  of  sprouting  and  budding  nature.  As  the  guardian  spirit 
of  the  vine,  he  became  lord  of  the  wine  cup  and  the  revel 
Poseidon,  brother  of  Zeus,  ruled  the  seas  and  the  waters  of  earth. 

A  similar  personification  of  natural  forces  is  true  of  many 
female  divinities.  Hera,  the  consort  of  Zeus,  represented  the 
Attributes  feni^Je  principle  in  nature.  Hence  she  presided  over 
of  the  the  life  of  women,  as  Zeus  over  that  of  men.    The 

goddesses,  sacred  rites  of  marriage  belonged  to  her.  Athena, 
who  sprang  full-grown  from  the  forehead  of  Zeus,  embodied 
the  idea  of  wisdom  and  all  womanly  virtues.  Artemis  appears 
as  a  divinity  of  the  moonlight,  as  a  goddess  of  woods  and  wild 
animals,  and  as  a  patroness  of  the  chase.  Aphrodite,  born  of  the 
white  sea-foam,  was  the  goddess  of  love  and  beauty.  Demeter, 
the  great  earth-mother,  watched  over  seed-time  and  harvest. 
Hestia,  the  goddess  of  fire,  had  under  her  protection  hearth 
and  home,  and  the  sanctities  of  family  life. 

In  addition  to  the  Olympian  divinities,  there  were  many 
local  gods  and  heroes,  the  guardians  of  every  little  village  or 
Minor  <^i^*     ^^iH  other  deities,  such  as   the  Nymphs  and 

deities.  Satyrs,   peopled    the    mountains,   forests,    seas,   and 

streams.  Nine  Muses,  daughters  of  Zeus,  presided  over  music, 
poetry,   and  song.     The    Fates  ruled    human  destinies.     The 
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Furies  avenged  such  crimes  as  murder  and  sacrilege.  A  long  list 
could  be  drawn  up  of  the  supernatural  beings  to  whom  popular 
superstition  or  poetic  fancy  gave  birth. 

The  Greeks  made  their  gods  after  themselves.     The  Olympian 
deities  are  really  magnified  men,  subject  to  all  human  passions 
and  appetites,  but  possessed  of  more  than  human  Bujiyc^n. 
power,  and    endowed  with    immortality.      Homer's  ceptionaof 
divinities  enjoy  the  banquet,  where  they  feast  on  nectar  *^'  ^     ' 
and  ambrosia;  they  are  moved  by  jealousy,  love,  and  hatred; 
they  take  part  in  the  struggles  of  the  battlefield ;  and  they  often 
visit  in  disguise   the   humble   dwellings  of  men.     Morally,  the 
gods  were  no  better  than  their  worshipers.     Indeed,  the  Olym- 
pian deities,  so  frequently  represented  as  deceitful,  dissolute,  and 
cruel,  furnished  poor  examples  for  imitation. 

As  the  Greeks  improved  in  civilization,  they  reached  more 
elevated  conceptions.  Their  divinities  came  to  be  considered  as 
the  guardians  of  morality,  punishing  such  crimes  as  Later 
perjury,  parricide,  and  oppression  of  the  stranger,  conceptiona. 
and  rewarding  the  good  man  who  tried  to  lead  his  life  aright. 
Even  Homer  could  say,  "Verily  the  blessed  gods  love  not  fro- 
ward  deeds,  but  they  reverence  justice  and  the  righteous  acts  of 
men."  ^ 

It  was  natural  for  the  Greek,  with  his  familiar  ideas  of  the  gods, 
to  think  of  them  and  consult  them  in  almost  everything  he  did. 
Provided  they  were  duly  satisfied  with  prayers  and  WonUpof 
offerings,  the  worshiper  felt  sure  of  securing  their  the  gods, 
assistance.  So  sacrifices  of  meat  and  wine  were  furnished  for  the 
nourishment  of  the  gods;  beautiful  temples  were  provided  for 
their  dwelling  places;  and  splendid  festivals  were  held  in  their 
honor. 

If  we  looked  merely  at  the  rites  of  Greek  religion,  we  might  sup- 
pose that  it  bore  only  a  bright  and  cheerful  character.  But  Greek 
ideas  of  the  other  world  were  dismal  to  an  extreme.     For  the 

1  Odyssey,  xiv,  83-84. 
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majority  of  mankind,  the  after-life  in  Hades  was  a  shadowy,  joyless 
copy  of  the  earthly  existence.  In  Hades  the  shade  of  great  Achilles 
Gloomy  exclaims  sorrowfully,  "  Nay,  speak  not  comfortably  to 

ideas  of  the  me  of  death.  Rather  would  I  live  on  earth  as  the 
other  world,  jjjygijng  of  another,  even  with  a  landless  man  who  had 
no  great  livelihood,  than  bear  sway  among  all  the  dead. "  ^  It  was 
not  until  several  centuries  after  Homer  that  happier  notions  of  the 
future  life  were  taught,  or  at  least  suggested,  in  the  Eleusinian 
mysteries.* 

60.    Religious  Institutions:  the  Oracles 

The  Greeks  believed  that  the  gods  showed  their  purposes 
toward  men  by  signs  and  portents :  in  thunder  and  lightning,  in 
intercouTBe  ^^^  flight  of  birds,  in  the  appearance  of  the  entrails  of 
with  the  animals  offered  for  sacrifice.  Communications  from 
gods.  ^YiQ  gods  were  also  received   from   certain   inspired 

persons  at  places  called  oracles.  Such  sacred  places  were  visited 
by  all  who  wished  to  learn  the  divine  will. 

The  oldest  of  Greek  oracles  was  that  of  Zeus  at  Dodona  *  in 
Oracle  of  Epirus.  Here  an  oak  tree  sacred  to  Zeus  rose  in  a 
Zeus  at  gloomy  vale  between  the  mountains.  The  rustling  of 
®  ®°*"  its  leaves,  when  stirred  by  the  wind,  formed  the  message 
which  the  god  gave  to  man.  Recent  excavations  at  Dodona  have 
disclosed  many  questions  written  on  sheets  of  lead  by  inquirers  at 
the  oracle.  It  was  a  place  of  resort  as  late  as  the  fourth  century 
of  our  era. 

The  oracle  of  Apollo  at  Delphi  enjoyed  the  utmost  veneration. 
It  lay  within  a  deep  cave  on  the  rocky  side  of  Mount  Parnassus.^ 
Oracle  of  ^^*  ^^  *  chasm  rose  a  volcanic  vapor  which  had  a 
Apollo  at  certain  intoxicating  power.  The  Pythia,  or  prophetess 
*  ^   '  of  Apollo,  sat  on  a  tripod  over  the  steaming  cleft  and 

inhaled  the  gas.  The  words  she  uttered  in  delirium  were  supposed 
to  come  from  the  god.    They  were  taken  down  by  the  attendant 

1  Odyssey,  xi,  488-491.      2  See  page  513.      •  See  page  123.      *  See  page  124. 
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priests,  written  out  in  hexameter  verse,  and  delivered  to  the 
suppliants.  In  the  earlier  period  of  its  history,  the  oracle  could 
be  consulted  only  once  a  year.  After  it  grew  in  favor  and  im- 
portance^  it  gave  replies  usually  on  the  seventh  day  of  each 
month. 

The  fame  of  Apollo  as  the  patron  of  inspiration  and  prophecy 
spread  throughout  Greece  and  penetrated  to  foreign  lands.  Every 
year  thousands  of  visitors  made  their  way  in  char-  inquiries  at 
iots,  on  mules,  and  on  foot,  to  Apollo's  shrine.  Sick  ^^  oracle, 
men  prayed  for  health,  childless  men  for  offspring.  Statesmen 
wished  to  learn  the  fate  of  their  political  schemes ;  ambassadors 
sent  by  kings  and  cities  sought  advice  as  to  weighty  matters  of 
peace  and  war.  Above  all,  colonists  came  to  Delphi  in  order  to 
obtain  directions  as  to  the  best  country  in  which  to  settle.  Some 
of  the  noblest  cities  of  the  Greek  world,  Gyrene  and  Byzantium  for 
example,  had  their  sites  fixed  by  Apollo's  guidance. 

The  priests  who  managed  the  oracle  and  its  responses  were  usu- 
ally able  to  give  good  advice  to  their  inquirers  because  news  of 
every  sort  streamed  into  Delphi.     When  the  priests  ch^ncter 
were  doubtful  what  answer  to  give,  the  prophecy  of  the  of  the 
god  was  sometimes  expressed  in  such  ambiguous  fash-  '•■?<*''•••• 
ion  that,  whatever  the  outcome,  neither  Apollo  nor  his  servants 
could  be  charged  with  deceit.    For  instance,  when  Groesus,  the 
Lydian  king,  was  about  to  attack  Gyrus,  he  learned  from  the  oracle 
that  "  if  he  warred  with  the  Persians  he  would  overthrow  a  mighty 
empire  "  *  —  but  the  mighty  empire  proved  to  be  his  own.* 

During  the  early  period  of  Greek  history,  the  Delphic  oracle 
exerted  a  most  beneficial  influence.     It  helped  to  spread  among 
the  Greeks  ideas  of  justice  and  right.    Through  its  importance 
responses  it  taught  mercifulness  to  the  conquered,  re-  of  the  Dei- 
spect  for  the  life  of  slaves,  the  strict  fulfillment  of  P^^c  oracle, 
treaties,  the  wickedness  of  perjury  and  murder.     The  oracle  en- 
dured for  over  a  thousand  years.      It  was  still  honored  as  late  as 

1  Herodotus,  i,  53,  '  See  page  64. 
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393  A.D.,  when  a  Roman  emperor,  after  the  adoption  of  Christianity, 
silenced  it  forever,^ 

61.    Religious  Instlttttloiis :  the  Games 

Athletic  games  were  held  in  different  parts  of  Greece  from  a  re- 
mote period.  Each  city  possessed  contests  to  which  its  citizens 
Orisin  of  alone  were  admitted.  Afterwards  it  became  custom- 
athletic  ary  for  a  group  of  cities  to  join  in  a  common  celebra- 
game*.  ^^^^  of  athletic  festivals.     By  the  beginning  of  the  sixth 

century  b.c.,  four  sets  of  games,  open  to  all  Greeks,  were 
regularly  given  —  one  at  Delphi  (the  Pythian  games),  one  on  the 
Isthmus  of  Corinth,  and  two  in  the  Peloponnesus.  The  most 
famous  was  the  Olympian  festival,  held  in  honor  of  Zeus  at 
Olympia  in  Elis. 

The  Olympian  games  took  place  every  fourth  year,  in  midsum- 
mer.' A  sacred  truce  was  proclaimed  for  an  entire  month  in 
TheOlym-  order  that  the  thousands  of  spectators  from  every 
plan  games,  part  of  Greece  might  arrive  and  depart  in  safety. 
Woe  betide  the  man  who  harmed  one  of  the  pilgrims  on  his 
sacred  journey  !  Zeus  himself,  the  protector  of  strangers,  would 
visit  with  divine  wrath  the  impious  offender. 

The  festival  was  in  charge  of  judges  appointed  by  the  people  of 
Elis.  One  of  their  most  important  duties  was  an  examination  of 
Xhe  t^^  athletes  who  wished  to  enter  the  various  contests, 

contestants.  No  one  not  of  Greek  blood,  no  one  convicted  of  crime 
or  of  the  sin  of  impiety,  could  be  admitted.   The  candidates  had  also 

^Iq  classical  times,  Delphi  possessed  a  splendid  temple  of  the  Pythian  Apollo, 
enriched  with  offerings  from  every  part  of  the  Greek  world.  Its  site  was  carefully 
excavated  during  i895>i9ox  by  the  French  School  of  Classical  Studies.  Before  the 
work  could  begin,  it  was  necessary  to  clear  away  a  village  that  had  grown  up  on  the 
site  of  ancient  Delphi. 

*  The  first  recorded  celebration  occurred  in  776  B.C.  The  four-year  period 
between  the  games,  called  an  Olympiad,  became  the  Greek  unit  for  determining 
dates.  Events  were  reckoned  as  taking  place  in  the  first,  second,  third,  or  fourth 
year  of  a  given  Olympiad.  For  example,  490  B.C.  was  the  third  year  of  the  seventy- 
second  Olympiad,  21  A.D.  the  first  year  of  the  two-hundredth  Olympiad,  and  so  on. 
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to  prove  that  they  were  qualified  for  the  severe  tests  by  a  loQg  and 
hard  training.  Once  accepted  as  competitors,  they  could  not  with- 
draw. The  man  who  shrank  back  when  the  hour  of  trial  arrived 
was  considered  a  coward  and  punished  with  a  heavy  fine. 

The  games  occupied  five  days,  beginning  with  the  contests  in 
ninning.    There  was  a  short-distance  dash  through  the  length  of 
the  Stadium/  a  quarter-mile  race,  and  also 
a  longer  race,  probably  for  two  nj 
or  three  miles.    Then  followed  contorts, 
a  contest  consisting  of  'five  events  :   the 
long  jump,  hurling  the  discus,  throwing  the 
javelin,  running,  and  wrestling.     It  is  not 
known  how  victory  in   these  five  events 
taken  together  was  decided.    In  the  long 
jump,  weights  like  dumb-bells  were  held  in 
the  hands,  the  swing  of  the  weights  being 
used  to  assist  the  spring.    The  discus, 
which  weighed  about  twelve  pounds,  was 
sometimes  hurled  more  than  one  hundred 
feet.     The  javelin  was  thrown  either  by 
the  hand  alone  or  with  the  help  of  a  thong 

wound  about  the  shaft  and  held  in  the  The  Discus  Thrower 
fingers.     In   wrestling,   three   falls   were  IDiscobolus) 

"  Lincelolli  Pilace.  Rome 

necessary  for  a  victory.     The  contestants 

MnUe   copy   of  Ihc   bronu 

were  free  to  get  their  grip  as  best  they  Driginai  by  Mymn,  ■>  iuti>  «o- 
could.  Boxing  was  a  favorite  competition.  '"'''  ""'p""- 
In  the  brutal  contest  called  the  pancratium,  a  mixture  of  boxing 
and  wrestling,  nothing  was  forbidden  except  gouging  out  the  eyes. 
The  struggle  went  on  until  one  of  the  competitors  acknowledged 
hiniself  as  beaten.  There  were  also  numerous  horse  races,  with 
the  jockeys  riding  their  steeds  bareback,  and  the  very  popular 
chariot  races,  which  even  kings  thought  it  an  honor  to  win.  Then, 
as  now,  athletes  and  spectators  liked  a  dangerous  sport ;  we  are 

>  Tbe  stadium  whs  atioul  9io  yards  long. 
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told  of  a  chariot  race  in  which  forty  chariots  entered,  and  only  one 
escaped  collision  and  reached  the  goal  Women  were  apparently 
excluded  from  the  games,  yet  they  were  allowed  to  enter  horses 
for  the  races,  and  to  set  up  statues  in  honor  of  victory. 

The  Olympian  festival,  in  spirit  and  principle,  was  profoundly 
religious.    The  display  of  manly  strength  was  considered  a  spec- 
Tbe  victor'*   i3x]e  most  pleasing  to  the  gods. 
reward.  For  this  reason  a  Greek  athlete 

could  gain  no  higher  honor  than  a  victory 
in  the  games.  Though  rewarded  at  Olym- 
pia  with  only  a  wreath  of  wild  olive,  the 
conqueror  returned  home  to  receive  the 
gifts  and  veneration  of  his  fellow- citizens. 
Poets  celebrated  his  victories  in  noble  odes. 
Sculptors  reproduced  his  triumphs  in  stone 
and  bronze.  To  the  end  of  his  days  he  was 
a  distinguished  man. 

The  regular  celebration  of  the  Olympian 
games  helped  to  preserve  a  sense  of  fellow- 
ship among  the  widely  scattered  divisions 
of  the  Greek  race.  There  were  few  Greeks 
who  at  least  once  in  their  lives  did  not  at- 

SmciTjAPOXVOMEN^)   Slgnificuic.     '*="d  *^*^   ^''^^^^     '^^  '^"^^^ 
vidcu  Gallery,  Rome      of  the  that  gathered  before  and  after 

Hmiiik  cow  of  iiw  brona  8««»»-  the  games  turned  the  camp  into 

anginal  by  Lyiippui,  >  fourth  ^  great  fair,  at  which  merchants  set  up  their 
shops  and  money  changers  their  tables. 
Poets  recited  their  lines  before  admiring  audiences,  and  artists  ex- 
hibited their  masterpieces  to  intending  purchasers.  Heralds  read 
treaties  recently  formed  between  Greek  cities,  in  order  to  have 
them  widely  known.  Orators  addressed  the  multitude  on  subjects 
of  vital  interest.  Thus  the  Olympian  games  provided  an  occasion 
when  all  Greek  peoples  could  meet  in  brilliant  company. 

Recent  excavations  at  Olympia  have  revealed  traces  of  the 
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splendid  structures  which  once  covered  the  site.'  The  existing 
ruins,  together  with  the  descriptions  of  ancient  travelers,  enable  us 
to  gain  some  idea  of  the  wealth  of  architecture  in  ExcavaUou 
this  religious  center  of  the  Greek  world.  rtOiympta. 

The  nucleus  of  all  the  buildings  was  the  Altis,  or  sacred  precinct 
of  Zeus.     It  was  inclosed  by  a  wall  with  several  entrances.     Within 


The  Olympieum  at  Athens 


Stood  a  magnificent  temple,  containing  a  gold  and  tvory  statue  of 
Zeus  forty  feet  high.    About  the  temple  were  grouped  Da^jipu^ 
many  smaller  shrines,   treasure   houses,   altars,   and  of  the 
statues  of  victors  in  the  games.     An  arched  passage  *'' 

opened  from  the  Altis  into  the  Stadium,  where  forty  thousand  spec- 
tators could  witness  the  foot  races  and  other  athletic  contests.  Near 
it  was  the  Hippodrome  for  chariot  races.  There  wei«  also  numer- 
ous porticoes  to  house  the  visitors  at  the  games,  a  gymnasium  for 
competitors,  and  halls  for  officials  and  priests.  All  these  magnifi- 
cent buildings,  erected  during  the  course  of  many  centuries,  were 
allowed  to  fall  into  ruins  after  the  abolition  of  the  Olympian  games.* 


*  The  games  were  finally  abolished  allhe  close  of  Ihe  fourth  century  afler  Christ, 
la  1896  and  a|^in  in  1906,  new  Olympian  games,  open  to  aihleles  from  all  the 
world,  were  held  al  Athens  under  the  direction  af  Ihe  king  of  Greece.  The  re- 
ward of  viclory,  oi  of  old,  is  an  olive  grown  from  Olympia. 
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Earthquakes  and  inundations  completed  the  work  of  destructioa 
Until  the  excavations,  the  place  remained  deserted  and  desolate, 
with  scarce  a  vestige  of  its  former  glory. 

62.    Religious  Federations 

Religion  formed  a  most  important  bond  of  union  among  the 
Greeks.  Everywhere  they  worshiped  the  same  gods  and  per- 
Amphic-  formed  the  ^me  sacred  rites.  Religious  influences 
tyonic  were  sometimes  strong  enough  to  bring  about  local 

•agues.  unions  known  as  amphictyonies,  or  leagues  of  neigh- 
bors. The  people  living  around  a  famous  sanctuary  would  meet  to 
observe  their  festivals  in  common  and  to  guard  the  shrine  of  their 
divinity. 

The  little  island  of  Delos  was  the  center  of  an  important  am- 
phictyony.  Every  spring  its  members  held  a  meeting  to  com- 
Dalian  Am-  memorate  the  god  Apollo,  who  had  been  born,  so  men 
phictyony.  believed,  on  that  ^Egean  isle.  "  There  in  thy  honor, 
Apollo,  the  long-robed  Greeks  assemble,  with  their  children  and 
their  gracious  dames.  As  often  as  they  hold  thy  festival,  they 
celebrate  thee,  for  thy  joy,  with  boxing  and  dancing  and  song."  * 

The  Delphic  Amphictyony  was  the  most  noteworthy  of  these 
local  unions.  It  included  twelve  tribes  and  cities  of  central 
Delphic  Am-  Greece  and  Thessaly.  They  established  a  council 
phictyony.  which  took  Apollo's  shrine  under  its  protection  and 
superintended  the  Pythian  games  at  Delphi.  One  of  the  regula- 
tions binding  on  the  members  was  intended  to  lessen  the  horrors 
of  war :  "  We  will  not  destroy  any  amphictyonic  town  ;  we  will 
not  cut  off  any  amphictyonic  town  from  running  water."  Their 
solemn  oath  did  not  prevent  the  members  of  the  league  firom  fight- 
ing with  one  another,  or  from  making  attacks  on  their  neighbors. 
We  even  read  of  a  "  Sacred  War  "  which  the  amphictyony  waged 
against  two  cities  of  Phocis  whose  inhabitants  had  annoyed  pilgrims 
on  the  way  to  Delphi.     This  league  lasted  as  long  as  Greek  history. 

^  Homeric  Hymn  to  the  Delicm  Apollo^  146-148. 
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63.    The  Greek  City-State 

Most  Greek  cities  sprang  from  little  village  settlements  made  in 
prehistoric  times.  Sometimes  a  village  conquered  its  less  powerful 
neighbors  and  compelled  them  to  unite  with  it.  Some-  mge  of  th« 
times  a  number  of  villages  lying  close  together  com-  ^^^y* 
bined  for  the  possession  of  a  hill  of  refuge,  called  the  citadel  or 
acropolis.  About  its  rocky  sides  the  people  made  their  homes. 
Gradually  the  hill  settlement  would  expand  into  a  walled  town, 
the  seat  of  religion  and  government  for  all  the  surrounding  region. 

Each  of  these  numerous  cities  was  an  independent,  self-governing 
community.  It  formed  a  city-state.  Just  as  a  modern  nation,  it 
could  declare  war,  arrange  treaties,  and  make  alliances  The  dty- 
with  its  neighbors.  Such  a  city-state  included  not  >t*t©- 
only  the  territory  within  its  walls,  but  also  the  surrounding  district 
where  many  of  the  citizens  lived.  It  was  usually  of  small  size. 
A  Greek  philosopher  once  said  that "  a  city  could  not  consist  of  ten 
men,  nor  again  of  one  hundred  thousand."  ^  By  this  he  meant 
that  a  city  ought  not  to  be  so  small  that  no  community  life  was 
possible  in  it,  yet  not  so  large  that  a  man  could  not  know  many  of 
his  fellow-citizens. 

The  members  of  a  Greek  city-state  were  very  closely  associated. 

The  citizens  believed  themselves  to  be  descended  from  a  common 

ancestor  and  so  to  be  all  related.     They  were  united,  ^^    ,^ 

^  The  citizens. 

also,  in  the  worship  of  the  patron  god  or  hero  who  had 
them  under  his  protection.  These  two  ties,  the  tie  of  supposed 
kinship  and  the  tie  of  common  religion,  made  citizenship  a  great 
privilege  which  came  to  an  individual  only  by  birth  and  which  he 
lost  by  removal  to  another  city.  Elsewhere  he  was  only  a  for- 
eigner without  legal  rights — a  man  without  a  country. 

We  can  now  realize  why  the  Greek  loved  his  city  as  we  love  our 
native  land.     He  was  jealous  of  its  independence.     He  could  not 

1  Aristotle,  Nicomcuhean  Ethics,  ix,  lo.     Our  word  politics  comes  from  the 
Greek  word  for  city  {polish  and  means,  literally,  the  public  afEiairs  of  the  city. 
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take  kindly  to  the  thought  of  uniting  with  neighboring  commu- 
nities. This  strong  city  feeling,  this  civic  patriotism,  coupled  with 
Ciyic  the  physical  barriers  of  mountain  walls  and  inlets  of 

patriotism,  the  sea,  prevented  the  Greeks  from  ever  forming  a 
single  nation.  To  its  very  end,  the  history  of  Greece  remained 
the  history  of  separate,  and  often  hostile,  city-states. 

64.    GoYemment  of  the  City-State 

The  Homeric  poems,  which  give  us  our  first  view  of  the  Greek 
city-state,  also  contain  the  most  ancient  account  of  its  government. 

Every  little  community  had  a  king,  "  the  shepherd  of 
The  kioK« 

the  people,"*  as  Homer  calls  him.  He  was  the  gen- 
eral, and  led  the  army  to  battle.  A  king  who  shirked  fighting,  who 
could  not  hold  his  own  with  spear  and  sword,  would  not  have  been 
tolerated.  He  was  the  chief  priest,  and  on  behalf  of  his  people 
offered  sacrifices  of  cattle  to  the  immortal  gods.  He  was  the 
judge,  and  sat  in  the  market  place  with  his  nobles  about  him, 
deciding  disputes  and  punishing  offenders  against  time-honored 
custom.  The  king  had  privileges  as  well  as  duties  —  the  seat  of 
honor  at  feasts,  the  largest  share  of  booty  taken  in  war,  a  royal 
palace  and  royal  domains. 

The  king  did  not  possess  absolute  authority.  He  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  council  of  nobles,  chiefly  the  great  landowners  of  the 
Th«  conndl  community.  They  helped  the  king  in  judgment  and 
of  noblos.  sacrifice,  followed  him  to  war,  and  filled  the  principal 
offices. 

Both  king  and  nobles  were  obliged  to  consult  the  common 
people  on  matters  of  great  importance.  For  this  purpose  the  ruler 
Tho  would  summon  the  citizens  to  the  market  place  to  hear 

asMmbly  of  the  deliberations  of  his  council  and  to  settle  such  ques- 
freemen.  ^j^^^g  ^^  making  war  or  declaring  peace.  All  men  of 
free  birth  —  the  "  freemen  "  —  could  attend  the  assembly,  where 
they  shouted  assent  to  the  decision  of  their  leaders,  or  showed 

1  /iiad,  ii,  243. 
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disapproval  by  contemptuous  silence.  This  public  assembly  of 
the  freemen  had  little  importance  in  the  Homeric  Age,  but  it 
contained  the  seeds  of  later  Greek  democracy. 

About  the  middle  of  the  eighth  century  b.c.,  when  historic  times 
began  in  Greece,  we  find  very  interesting  changes  taking  place  in 
the  government  of  the  city-states.  In  some  of  them,  Rise  of 
as  Thebes  and  Corinth,  the  nobles  became  strong  tyrannies, 
enough  to  abolish  the  kingship  altogether.  Monarchy,  the  rule 
of  one,  thus  gave  way  to  aristocracy,^  the  rule  of  the  nobles.  In 
other  states,  as  Sparta  and  Argos,  the  kings  were  not  driven  out, 
but  their  power  was  much  weakened.  Some  states  came  under 
the  control  of  usurpers  whom  the  Greeks  called  "  tyrants."  A  tyrant 
was  a  man  who  gained  supreme  power  by  force  and  governed  for 
his  own  benefit  without  regard  to  the  laws.  There  were  many  tyr- 
annies in  the  Greek  world  during  the  seventh  and  sixth  centuries 
B.C.  Still  other  states  went  through  an  entire  cycle  of  changes 
from  kingship  to  aristocracy,  from  aristocracy  to  tyranny,  and  last 
of  all,  from  tyranny  to  democracy,  or  popular  rule. 

The  isolated  and  independent  Greek  communities  thus  worked 
out  many  different  solutions  of  the  problem  of  government.    To 
study  them  all  would  be  a  lengthy  task.     It  is  better  -  ^^     - 
to  fix  our  attention  on  the  two  city-states  which  held  Athens  as 
the  principal  place  in  Greek  history,  and  at  the  same  ^9^*  ^  ^^ 
time  presented  the  most  striking  contrasts  in  govern- 
ment and  social  life.    These  were  Dorian  Sparta  and   Ionian 
Athens. 

66.    The  Rise  of  Sparta  (to  500  B.C.) 

The  Dorian  invaders  of  the  Peloponnesus  who  settled  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Laconia  founded  there  the  city  of  Sparta.'     It  grew  in  power, 

1  Aristocracy  means,  literally,  the  "  government  of  the  best."  The  Greeks  also 
used  the  word  oligarchy  —  "  rule  of  the  few  "  —  to  describe  a  government  by  citizens 
who  belong  to  the  wealthy  class. 

3  There  was  an  earlier  and  prehistoric  Sparta  during  the  iEgean  Age.  The  ex- 
cavations completed  in  191  x  by  the  British  School  of  Classical  Studies  have  shown 
that  this  ancient  city  was  destroyed  by  fire,  presumably  by  Dorian  invaders. 
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conquered  its  neighbors,  and  at  length  became  the  only  independ- 
ent city  of  Laconia.    Then  the  Spartans  turned  to  the  west  —  to 

^    _^  the  fruitful  land  of  Messenia  —  and  after  a  hard  struggle 

Spartan  con-  *® 

quest  of         brought  that  country  under  their  sway.     Henceforth 
Laconia  and  ^Jl  the  southern  half  of  the  Peloponnesus  formed  one 

Messonia. 

.   state,  called  Lacedaemon,  and  ruled  by  one  city,  Sparta. 

The  Spartans  now  started  to  make  their  influence  felt  in  other 

parts  of  the  Peloponnesus.     By  the  close  of  the  sixth  century  B.C., 

they  succeeded  in  establishing  a  strong  confederacy 

of  the  Peio-    known  as  the  Peloponnesian  League.     It  included  all 

ponneslan       the   states  of  southern   Greece   except  Argolis  and 
I#ea£ne. 

Achaea.     The  members  of  the  league  did  not  pay 

tribute,  but  they  furnished  troops  to  serve  in  war  under  Spartan 

kings,  and  they  looked  to  Sparta  for  guidance  and  protection. 

Thus  this  single  city  became  the  foremost  power  throughout  the 

Peloponnesus. 

It  is  clear  that  the  Spartans,  to  win  all  these  successes,  must 
Sparta  a  ^^^^  been  an  extremely  vigorous  and  warlike  race, 
purely  mill-  Their  city,  in  fact,  formed  nothing  less  than  a  military 
tary  state,  ^^ip,  garrisoned  by  picked  and  disciplined  soldiers, 
whose  whole  life  was  passed  in  war  and  in  preparation  for  war. 

The  Spartans  were  not  a  numerous  people.  At  the  period  of 
their  greatest  strength  they  numbered  only  about  ten  thousand 
Servitude  of  citizens,  or  heads  of  families.  They  were  able  to 
the  helots,  devote  themselves  to  a  military  career  because  they 
possessed  a  large  number  of  serfs,  called  helots,  who  were  descend- 
ants of  the  conquered  Laconians  and  Messenians.  The  helots 
tilled  the  lands  of  the  Spartans  and  gave  up  to  their  masters  the 
entire  produce  of  their  labor  except  what  was  necessary  for  a  bare 
subsistence. 

Since  the  helots  greatly  outnumbered  the  Spartans,  the  latter 
lived  in  constant  fear  of  an  uprising.  They  tried  to  overawe  their 
serfs  and  keep  them  down  by  force.  It  was  lawful  for  any  Spartan 
to  kill  a  helot  without  trial.     We  even  hear  of  wholesale  mas- 
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sacres.    Once,  when  Sparta  was  engaged  in  a  dangerous  struggle 
with  Athens  and  it  was  feared  that  the  helots  might  seize  their 
chance  to  revolt,  the  Spartans  selected  two  thousand  xi^tm^at 
of  the  bravest  and  most  high-spirited  men  and  prom-  of  tbs 
ised  them  their  freedom.    The  helots  were  crowned  ^'^°^- 
with  garlands  and  led  in  procession  around  the  temples j   "they 
were  supposed  to  have  received  their  liberty ;  but  not  long  after- 


wards the  Spartans  put  them  all  out  of  the  way,  and  no  man  knew 
how  any  of  them  came  by  his  end." ' 

The  government  of  Sparta  was  organized  for  war.  Democracy 
there  never  gained  such  a  foothold  as  at  Athens  and  in  some  of 
the  other  Greek  states.  To  the  end  of  her  national  Coyenunent 
existence,  Sparta  retained  the  kingly  rale.  However,  »*  Sparta, 
there  were  always  two  kings  reigning  at  once,  and  so  neither  of 
them  could  become  very  powerful.  The  kings  were  assisted 
by  a  council  of  nobles  and  by  a  popular  assembly  of  all  free 
Spartans. 

The  real  direction  of  the  state  lay  in  the  hands  of  five  officers, 

1  Thucydides,  iv.  So, 
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called  ephors,  or  overseers,  who  were  elected  every  year  by  the 

popular  assembly.     Two  or  more  ephors  accompanied  the  kings  in 

war  and  directed  their  actions ;  ^  they  guided  the  deliberations  of 

both  council  and  assembly :  superintended  the  educa- 
The  ephon. 

tion  of  the  young ;  and  had  general  oversight  of  the 

private  life  of  the  Spartan  citizens.  While  in  office  there  was  no 
check  upon  their  powers.  The  ephors  could  be  called  to  account 
for  their  conduct  only  after  their  terms  had  expired.  The  placing 
of  so  much  authority  in  the  hands  of  a  few  men  made  for  an  effi- 
cient management  of  public  affairs.  This  Spartan  system  has  been 
unconsciously  imitated  by  our  American  cities  which  have  adopted 
a  "  commission  government." 

Spartan  education  had  a  single  purpose  —  to  produce  good 
soldiers  and  obedient  citizens.  A  sound  body  formed  the  first 
Training  of  essential.  Hence  a  Spartan  father  was  required  to 
the  Spartan  submit  his  son,  soon  after  birth^  to  an  inspection  by 
^'  the  elders  of  his  tribe.     If  they  found  the  child  puny 

or  ill-shaped,  they  ordered  it  to  be  left  on  the  slopes  of  Mount 
Taygetus,  to  perish  from  exposure.  At  the  age  of  seven,  a  boy 
was  taken  from  his  parents'  home  and  placed  in  a  military  school. 
Here  he  was  trained  in  marching,  sham  fighting,  and  gymnastics. 
He  learned  to  sing  warlike  songs  and  in  conversation  to  express 
himself  in  the  fewest  possible  words.  Spartan  brevity  of  speech 
became  proverbial.  Above  all  he  learned  to  endure  hardship 
without  complaint.  He  went  barefoot  and  wore  only  a  single 
garment,  winter  and  summer.  He  slept  on  a  bed  of  rushes 
gathered  from  the  banks  of  the  Eurotas.  Every  year  he  and 
his  comrades  had  to  submit  to  a  flogging  before  the  altar  of  the 
goddess  Artemis,  and  the  hero  was  the  lad  who  could  bear  the 
whipping  longest  without  giving  a  sign  of  pain.     It  is  said  that 

1  A  curious  rule  peimitted  the  ephors  to  depose  a  king  at  the  end  of  eight  years 
if,  during  their  vigil  on  a  clear  and  moonless  night,  they  saw  a  meteor  or  shooting 
star.  The  dread  of  such  a  heavenly  portent  is  shared  by  many  barbarous  peoples 
at  the  present  day.  Doubtless  the  Spartans  inherited  the  superstition  from  their 
prehistoric  ancestors. 
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boys  sometimes  died  under  the  lash  rather  than  utter  a  cry.*    Such 
ordeals  are  still  a  feature  of  savage  life  to-day. 

On  reaching  the  age  of  twenty,  the  youth  was  considered  a 
warrior.  He  did  not  live  at  home,  but  passed  his  time  in  bar- 
racks, as  a  member  of  a  military  mess  to  which  he  ^i^^  Spartan 
contributed  his  proper  share  of  food,  wine,  and  money,  as  a 
The  money  consisted  of  iron  bars  so  bulky  that  no  one  ^^^"^^  ™"*" 
was  tempted  to  accumulate  much  of  it ;  the  food  was  a  thick  soup, 
"  black  broth  " ;  the  wine,  doubtless,  was  much  mixed  with  water. 
If  they  suffered  no  want,  the  Spartans  knew  no  luxury.  They  had 
neither  poverty  nor  riches. 

At  the  age  of  thirty  years,  the  young  Spartan  became  a  full 
citizen  and  a  member  of  the  popular  assembly.  He  was  then 
compelled  to  marry  in  order  to  raise  children  for  the  Later  life  of 
state.  But  marriage  did  not  free  him  from  attendance  ^^  Spartan, 
at  the  public  meals,  the  drill  ground,  and  the  gymnasium.  A 
Spartan,  in  fact,  enjoyed  little  home  life  until  his  sixtieth  year, 
when  he  became  an  elder  and  retired  from  actual  service.  Thus 
for  the  average  citizen,  all  the  period  of  manhood  was  claimed 
by  the  strict,  harsh  discipline  of  a  soldier's  career.  As  a  sarcastic 
Athenian  once  remarked,  "  A  Spartan's  life  is  so  unpleasant  that 
it  is  no  wonder  he  throws  it  away  lightly  in  battle." 

This  exclusive  devotion  to  military  pursuits  accomplished  its 
object.  The  Spartans  became  the  finest  soldiers  of  antiquity. 
"All  the  rest  of  the  Greeks,"  says  an  ancient  writer,  E^ceUence 
"  are  amateurs ;  the  Spartans  are  professionals  in  the  of  the  Spar- 
conduct  of  war."  *  Though  Sparta  never  produced  *"  »oldiery. 
great  thinkers,  poets,  or  artists,  her  military  strength  made  her 
the  bulwark  of  Greece  against  foreign  foes.  The  time  was  to 
come  when  Greece  would  have  need  of  this  disciplined  Spartan 
soldiery  to  retain  her  liberty  and  her  national  existence.' 

1  Excavations  in  1906  revealed  the  remains  of  the  Temple  of  Artemis. 
3  Xenophon,  Polity  of  the  iMCfdamonians^  13. 

•  The  Spartans  believed  that  their  military  organization  was  the  work  of  a  great 
reformer  and  lawgiver  named  Lycurgus.     He  was  supposed  to  have  lived  early  in 
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66.    The  Rise  of  Athens  (to  500  B.C.) 

From  the  story  of  the  growth  of  Sparta,  we  now  turn  to  recount 
the  development  of  her  neighbor  and  rival,  the  city  of  Athens. 
Sieniflcasca  '^^^  history  of  Athens,  it  has  been  said,  is  for  us  the 
of  AthtnUn  history  of  Greece.  In  art,  in  literature,  in  social  and 
oiBtory,  intellectual  life,  Athens  was  to  represent  the  highest 
and  best  in  Greek  culture.  We  shall  deal,  in  later  chapters,  with 
these  contributions  of  the  Athenian  genius  to  civilization.  For 
the  present  we  must  confine  ourselves  to  the  Athenian  achievement 
in  creating  the  first  really  democratic  government  in  antiquity. 

The  district  of  Attica,  though  smaller  than  our  smallest  Ameri- 
can commonwealth,  was  early  filled  with  a  number  of  independent 
Athens  as  a  city-states.  It  was  a  great  step  in  advance  when,  long 
city-atato.  before  the  dawn  of  Greek  history,  these  several  com- 
munities were  united  with  Athens.^  The  inhabitants  of  the  Attic 
towns  and  villages  gave  up  their  separate  governments  and  became 
members  of  the  one  city-state  of  Athens.  Henceforth  a  man  was 
an  Athenian  citizen,  no  matter  in  what  part  of  Attica  he  lived. 

At  an  earlier  period,  perhaps,  than  elsewhere  in  Greece,  mon- 
archy at  Athens  began  to  give  way  before  the  rising  power  of  the 
Deciina  nobles.     Kingly  rule,   which  Oriental  peoples  never 

of  the  succeeded  in  abolishing,  disappeared  from  Athens  be- 

kiiigahlp.        £Qj.g  j^g  recorded  history  begins. 

The  rule  of  the  nobility  bore  harshly  on  the  common  people. 
Popular  discontent  was  especially  excited  at  the  administration  of 
OppreMiye  justice.  There  were  at  first  no  written  laws,  but  only 
rule  of  the  the  long-established  customs  of  the  community.  Since 
all  the  judges  were  nobles,  they  were  tempted  to  de- 
cide  legal  cases  in  favor  of  their  own  class.    The  people,  at 

the  ninth  century  B.C.  We  do  not  know  anything  about  Lycurgus,  but  we  do  know 
that  some  existing  primitive  tribes,  for  instance,  the  Masai  of  East  Africa,  have  cus- 
toms almost  the  same  as  those  of  ancient  Sparta.  Hence  we  may  say  that  the  rade, 
even  barbarous,  Spartans  only  carried  over  into  the  historic  age  the  habits  of  life 
which  they  had  formed  in  prehistoric  times.  l  See  page  138. 
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length,  began  to  clamor  for  a  written  code.     Every  one  then 
could  know  just  what  the  laws  were. 

After  much  agitation,  an  Athenian  named  Draco  was  employed 
to  write  out  a  code  for  the  state.    The  laws,  as  published,  were 
very  severe.    The  penalty  for  most  offenses,  even  the  dju^o's 
smallest  theft,  was  death.    The  Athenians  used  to  de-  code, 
clare  that  the  Draconian  code  had  been  written  "  not  ^^'  ^'^' 
in  ink,  but  in  blood."     However,  its  publication  was  a  popular 
triumph,  and  the  first  step  toward  the  establishment  of  Athenian 
democracy. 

The  second  step  was  the  legislation  of  Solon.  This  celebrated 
Athenian  was  accounted  among  the  wisest  men  of  his  age.  The 
people  held  him  in  high  honor  and  gave  him  power  to  i^Hgiatioii 
reform  the  government.  One  of  Solon's  laws  did  of  Solon, 
away  with  the  custom  of  selling  debtors  into  slavery.  594-550  BC 
Henceforth  no  Athenian  was  ever  sold  for  debt.  Another  law  ad- 
mitted even  the  poorest  citizens  to  the  popular  assembly,  where  they 
could  vote  for  magistrates  and  judge  of  their  conduct  after  their 
year  of  office  was  over.  By  giving  the  common  people  a  greater 
share  in  the  government,  Solon  helped  forward  the  democratic 
movement  at  Athens. 

Solon's  reforms  satisfied  neither  the  nobility  nor  the  commons. 

They  continued  to  struggle,  the  one  class  against  the  other,  until 

the  disorder  of  the  times  enabled  an  ambitious  politi-  „     ^  , 

^  How  PisiA- 

cian  to  gain  supreme  power  as  a  tyrant.^  He  was  ttatusbe- 
Solon's  own  nephew,  a  noble  named  Pisistratus.  This  <^*"*  tyrant, 
man  was  very  popular  at  Athens  because  of  his  exploits 
in  war,  his  pleasant  speech  and  engaging  manners,  and  his  cham- 
pionship of  the  poor  against  the  rich.  One  day  Pisistratus  came 
into  the  market  place  and  showed  the  people  his  body  bleeding 
from  many  wounds.  Hired  assassins,  he  declared,  had  tried  to 
take  his  life.  The  people  voted  their  favorite  a  bodyguard  of 
fifty  men,  armed  with  clubs.     Pisistratus  quietly  increased  their 

1  See  page  167. 
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number,  gave  them  spears  instead  of  clubs,  and  then  seized  the 
Acropolis.  Before  long  he  was  master  of  Athens.  The  tyrant 
had  a  checkered  career.  Twice  the  Athenians  drove  him  into 
exile,  but  each  time  he  returned,  and  at  length  firmly  established 
his  authority. 

Pisistratus  used  the  tyrant's  power  with  moderation.  The  laws 
made  by  Solon  were  not  overthrown.  The  people  still  went 
HowPisis-  through  the  form  of  electing  their  magistrates,  but 
ttatus  ruled.  Pisistratus  took  care  that  the  offices  should  be  held  by 
his  relatives  and  personal  friends.  Through  them  he  could  col- 
lect the  taxes  and  enjoy  all  the  profits  of  his  position.  This  is 
precisely  the  method  followed  by  the  "  boss "  of  one  of  our 
American  cities. 

The  long  and  peaceful  rule  of  Pisistratus  meant  much  for  Athens. 
At  home,  he  fostered  agriculture  by  dividing  the  lands  of  banished 
Athens  nobles  among  the  peasants.    Abroad,  his  alliances  with 

under  neighboring  states  encouraged  the  rising  commerce  of 

Pisistratufl.  Athens.  The  city  itself  was  adorned  with  handsome 
buildings,  among  them  a  great  temple  to  Olympian  Zeus,  which, 
however,  remained  unfinished  for  nearly  seven  centuries.  Pisistra- 
tus invited  to  his  court  prominent  architects,  sculptors,  and  poets 
from  all  parts  of  Greece.  Athens,  under  his  tyranny,  became  one 
of  the  most  flourishing  cities  in  the  Greek  world. 

On  the  death  of  Pisistratus  (527  b.c),  his  sons  Hippias  and 
Hipparchus  took  control.  At  first  they  continued  the  wise  policies 
Hippias  and  ^f  their  father.  Hipparchus,  however,  was  soon  killed 
Hipparchus.  in  a  private  quarrel.  Though  his  murderers  were  put 
to  death,  the  Athenians  set  up  statues  to  them  and  looked  upon 
them  as  martyrs.  To  slay  a  tyrant  was  felt  to  be  a  praiseworthy 
act.  Hippias,  the  survivor,  fearing  for  his  own  safety,  now  became 
a  cruel  and  suspicious  despot.  Then  the  Athenians  began  to  plot 
his  downfall. 

Among  the  nobles  exiled  by  Pisistratus  there  was  a  certain  Clis- 
thenes.      His  family  had  gained  a  great  reputation  throughout 


The  Rise  of  Athens  175 

Greece  by  rebuilding  on  a  magnificent  scale  Apollo's  temple  at 
Delphi.*  Where  the  contract  called  for  only  coarse  stone,  they  had 
used  the  finest  Parian  marble.  It  was  not  surprising,  Ej^paigi^^  ^f 
therefore,  that  the  priests  who  managed  the  Delphic  Hippias, 
oracle  were  ready  to  help  Clisthenes  in  expelling  Hip-  ^^^ 
pias.  After  this,  whenever  the  Spartans  consulted  the  oracle,  they 
got  no  answer  to  any  inquiry  but  "Athens  must  be  freed.**  The 
Spartans  were  not  at  enmity  with  Hippias,  but  they  did  not  wish 
to  disregard  what  they  believed  to  be  the  command  of  Apollo.  At 
length  a  Spartan  army  invaded  Attica  and  drove  out  the  t3rrant. 
But  this  was  not  the  last  of  Hippias.  We  shall  meet  him 
again. 

The  downfall  of  the  tyranny  and  the  return  to  Athens  of  the 
nobles  threatened  to  revive  the  old  strife  between  the  aristocrats 
and  the  common  people.    It  was  fortunate  for  Athens  ^^  ^ 
that  Clisthenes,  who  had  become  the  popular  leader,  the  new  law- 
was  a  true  statesman.     One  of  his  most  important  re-  ^^^^> 

50S-507  B.C. 
forms  extended  Athenian  citizenship  to  many  foreign- 
ers and  emancipated  slaves  or  "  freedmen  "  then  living  in  Attica. 
This  liberal  measure  swelled  the  number  of  citizens  and  helped  to 
make  the  Athenians  a  more  progressive  people. 

Clisthenes  has  also  the  credit  for  establishing  the  peculiar  insti- 
tution called  "  ostracism."  Every  year,  if  necessary,  the  citizens 
met  in  assembly  and  voted  against  any  persons 
whom  they  thought  dangerous  to  the  state.  If 
as  many  as  six  thousand  votes  were  cast,  the  man  who  received 
the  highest  number  of  votes  had  to  go  into  honorable  exile  for  ten 
years.*  Though  ostracism  was  intended  as  a  precaution  against 
tyrants,  it  shortly  came  into  use  to  remove  unpopular  politicians. 

There  were  still  some  steps  to  be  taken  before  the  rule  of  the 
people  was  completely  secured  at  Athens.    But,  in  the  main,  the 

>  See  page  i6o,  note  i. 

3  The  name  of  an  individual  voted  against  was  written  on  a  piece  of  pottexy 
(Greek,  osirakoH)^  whence  the  teim  ostracism. 


176  Early  Greece 

Athenians  by  500  b.c.  had  established  a  truly  democratic  govem- 
Athens  a  i^ent.  The  hour  was  now  rapidly  approaching  when 
democxatic  this  young  and  vigorous  democracy  was  to  show  forth 
"***••  its  worth  before  the  eyes  of  all  Greece. 

67.    Colonial  Expansion  of  Greece  (about  750-500  B.C.) 

While  Athens,  Sparta,  and  their  sister  states  were  working  out 
the  problems  of  popular  government,  another  movement  of  great 
The  exeat  significance  was  going  on  in  the  Greek  world.  The 
age  of  Greeks,  about  the  middle  of  the  eighth  century  B.C., 

colonization.    j^^gg^Q  jq  plant  numerous  colonies  along  the  shores  of 

the  Mediterranean  and  of  the  Black  Sea.  The  great  age  of  col- 
onization covered  more  than  two  hundred  years.* 

Several  reasons  led  to  the  founding  of  colonies.  Trade  was  an 
important  motive.  The  Greeks,  just  as  the  Phoenicians,'  could 
Reasons  for  ^^^^^i^e  large  profits  by  exchanging  their  manufactured 
founding  goods  for  the  food  and  raw  materials  of  other  coun- 
colonies.  ^j^^g  Land  hunger  was  another  motive.  The  poor 
soil  of  Greece  could  not  support  many  inhabitants,  and  when  pop- 
ulation increased,  emigration  afforded  the  only  means  of  relieving 
the  pressure  of  numbers.  A  third  motive  was  political  and  social 
unrest.  Greek  cities  at  this  period  contained  many  men  of  adven- 
turous disposition  who  were  ready  to  seek  in  foreign  countries  a 
refuge  from  the  oppression  of  nobles  or  tyrants.  They  hoped  to 
find  in  their  new  settlements  more  freedom  than  they  had  at 
home. 

A  Greek  colony  was  not  only  a  trading  post ;  it  was  a  center  of 
Greek  life.  The  colonists  continued  to  be  Greeks  in  customs, 
Character  of  l^^g^^g^*  ^^^  religion.  Though  quite  independent 
the  Greek  of  the  parent  state,  they  always  regarded  it  with  rever- 
^^^^y-  ence  and  affection  :  they  called  themselves,  patheti- 

cally, "  men  away  from  home."  Mother  city  and  daughter  colony 
traded  with  each  other,  and  in  time  of  danger  helped  each  other. 

1  See  the  map  facing  page  88.  >  See  page  87. 
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A  symbol  of  this  unity  was  the  sacred  fire  carried  from  the  public 
hearth  of  the  old  community  to  the  new  settlement. 

Not  all  the  Greek  cities  were  equally  zealous  in  the  work  of  col- 
onization. Neither  Athens  nor  Sparta,  for  instance,  was  a  con- 
Leadine  spicuous    founder    of  cities.       It    was    rather    such 

centers  of  places  as  Chalcis  on  the  island  of  Euboea,  Corinth 
colonisation.    ^^^  Megara  on  the  mainland,  and  Miletus  and  Rhodes 

in  Asiatic  Greece,  which  were  most  distinguished  for  their  colo- 
nizing activities. 

Greek  colonization  in  the  northern  ^gean  led  to  many  settle- 
ments on  the  three-pronged  peninsula  of  Chalcidice,^  which  took 
Colonies  in  ^^  name  from  the  parent  city  of  Chalcis.  Farther  to 
the  northern  the  east,  colonies  were  established  along  the  Thracian 
^gcan.  coast  and  on  both  sides  of  the  long  passage  between 

the  Mediterranean  and  the  Euxine.  Among  these  was  the  great 
city  of  Byzantium  on  the  Bosporus.  The  Delphic  oracle  is  said 
to  have  advised  the  people  of  Megara  to  found  their  colony  there. 
It  was  good  advice,  for  Byzantium,  afterwards  known  as  Constanti- 
nople, is  still  one  of  the  great  capitals  of  the  world. 

The  inhabitants  of  Miletus  were  the  first  to  plant  settle- 
ments along  the  shores  of  the  Black  Sea.     Their  enterprise  was  a 

Settlements  ^^^  ^°^'  since  the  wide  expanse  of  the  Euxine  and 
in  the  its  stormy  character  made   it  the   terror  of  sailors. 

Eux   e.  rp^g  great  attraction  of  this  region  lay  in  the  rich  natu- 

ral resources.  The  cities  founded  here  were  centers  from  which 
the  Greeks  drew  their  supplies  of  fish,  wood,  wool,  grain,  metals, 
and  slaves.  The  immense  profits  to  be  gained  by  trade  made  the 
Greeks  willing  to  live  in  a  cold  country  so  unlike  their  own  and 
among  still  barbarous  peoples. 

The  West  furnished  far  more  attractive  sites  for  colonization. 
The  Italian  ^^^  Greeks  could  feel  at  home  in  southern  Italy, 
colonies.  where  the  genial  climate,  pure  air,  and  sparkling  sea 
recalled  their  native  land.     At  a  very  early  date,  they  founded 

1  See  page  122. 
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Cuma;,  on  the  coast  just  north  of  the  Bay  of  Naples.  Cumse,  in 
turn,  had  a  daughter  city,  the  famous  Neapolis  (Naples),  which  in 
Roman  times  formed  a  home  of  Greek  culture  and  even  to-day 
possesses  a  large  Greek  population.  To  secure  the  approaches 
from  Greece  to  these  remote  colonies,  two  strongholds  were  es- 
tablished on  the  Strait  of  Messina :  Regium  on  the  Italian  shore 
and  Messana '  on  that  of  Sicily. 


"Temple  of  Neptune,"  P«stum 

scidoviBt  WHS  B  colony  of  Sybiril.    The  malj 


Among  the  other  colonies  in  southern  Italy  were  Tarentum  and 
Sybaris.  Tarentum  was  founded  by  Spartans  in  the  innermost 
angle  of  the  deep  gulf  between  the  "heel  and  toe"  of  Tarentam 
Italy.  A  Roman  poet  called  it  "the  most  charming  aadSybarii. 
comer  of  the  world." '  The  great  city  of  Sybaris  lay  on  the  west- 
ern shore  of  the  same  gulf.  So  famous  were  its  inhabitants  for 
luxurious  living  that  the  word  "  sybarite  "  has  come  to  mean  a 
voluptuary. 

'  Messana  was  setlled  by  Messenians  (torn  the  Peloponnesus.  They  changrd 
the  name  of  the  earlier  Greek  colony  there  lo  Messana,  lo  remind  ihem  of  Ihejr 
btherland.  The  modern  city  of  Messina  has  sufTered  repeatedly  fiocn  earthquakes. 
The  last  and  most  terrible  earthquake  (December  aS,  190S)  converted  Messina 
inio  a  heap  ot  shapeless  niins,  swept  by  fire  and  flood.  Of  its  90/100  inhabitants, 
fully  fire-siiths  perished.  The  neighboring  city  of  Reggio  (ancient  Regium)  wai 
also  nearly  ruined  in  the  same  disaster.  ^  Horace.  Oilii,  ii,  6, 13. 


i8o  Early  Greece 

Greek  settlements  in  Sicily  were  mainly  along  the  coast.  Ex- 
pansion over  the  entire  island  was  checked  by  the  Carthaginians, 
The  Sicilian  who  had  numerous  possessions  at  its  western  extremity, 
colonies.  The  most  celebrated  colony  in  Sicily  was  Syracuse, 
established  by  emigrants  from  Corinth.  It  became,  in  time,  the 
largest  of  Greek  cities. 

In  Corsica,  Sardinia,  and  on  the  coasts  of  Gaul  and  Spain, 
Carthage  also  proved  too  obstinate  a  rival  for  the  Greeks  to  gain 
Other  Hedi-  ™^ch  of  a  foothold.  The  city  of  Massilia  (modern 
temmean  Marseilles),  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rhone,  was  the  chief 
settlements.  Q^eek  colony  in  this  part  of  the  Mediterranean.  On 
the  southern  shore  of  the  Mediterranean  were  Cyrene,  west  of 
Egypt,  and  Naucratis,  in  the  Delta  of  the  Nile.^  From  this  time 
many  Greek  travelers  visited  Egypt  to  see  the  wonders  of  that 
strange  old  country. 

Thus  in  little  more  than  two  centuries,  the  energetic  Greeks,  the 
greatest  colonizers  of  antiquity,  had  founded  settlements  from  the 
Results  of  Black  Sea  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  "All  the  Greek 
colonization,  colonies,"  says  an  ancient  writer,  "  are  washed  by  the 
waves  of  the  sea,  and,  so  to  speak,  a  fringe  of  Greek  earth  is 
woven  on  to  barbarian  lands. "  ^  Even  the  most  distant  settlements 
remained  Greek  in  blood,  speech,  manners,  and  religion.  To 
distinguish  themselves  from  the  foreigners  or  "  barbarians  "  *  about 
them,  the  Greeks  began  to  call  themselves  by  the  common  name 
of  Hellenes.  Hellas,  their  country,  came  to  include  all  the  terri- 
tory possessed  by  Hellenic  peoples.  The  life  of  the  Greeks, 
henceforth,  was  confined  no  longer  within  the  narrow  limits  of  the 
^gean.  Wherever  rose  a  Greek  city,  there  was  a  scene  of  Greek 
history. 

1  In  1910  the  Archasological  Institute  of  America  began  excavations  on  the 
site  of  Cyrene.  Explorations  there  have  been  interrupted  by  the  war  between  Italy 
and  Turkey.  British  archeologists  have  conducted  researches  at  Naucratis,  the 
site  of  which  was  discovered  in  1884.  2  Cicero,  De  republica,  ii,  4. 

«  Greek  barbaroi,  *'  men  of  confused  speech."  Similarly,  the  Hebrews  referred 
to  all  foreigners  as  Gentiles. 
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68.    Language  and  Literature  as  Bonds  of  Union 

among  the  Greeks 

The  Greek  colonies,  as  we  have  seen,  were  independent  com- 
munities. In  Greece  itself  the  little  city-states  were  just  as  jealous 
of  their  liberties.  Nevertheless,  ties  existed,  not  of  j^g^g^g^g^  ^g 
common  government  but  of  common  interests  and  auntfylng 
ideals,  which  helped  to  unite  the  scattered  sections  of  "^' 
the  Greek  world.  The  strongest  bond  of  union  was,  of  course, 
the  one  Greek  speech.  Everywhere  the  people  used  the  same 
beautiful  and  expressive  language.  It  is  not  a  "  dead  "  language, 
for  it  still  lives  on  the  lips  of  nearly  three  million  people,  not 
only  in  the  Greek  peninsula,  but  throughout  the  Mediterranean 
and  even  in  remote  America.  From  the  days  of  Homer  to  our 
own  time,  Greek  has  enjoyed  a  continuous  existence  — at  once  the 
oldest  and  yet  the  youngest  of  the  world's  great  tongues. 

We  must  not  forget,  however,  that  the  Greek  language  in- 
cluded a  variety  of  popular  dialects.     Every  little  isolated  com- 
munity as  a  rule  had  its  own  characteristic  idiom.     The  0^^  ^^^ 
practice  of  writing,  which  became  general  after  750  B.C.,  p^at 
did  not  break  down  all  these  differences  in  speech.  ^^•*^**- 
There  still  remained  four  important  dialects,  -^olic,  Doric,  Ionic, 
and  Attic.     The  Attic  dialect,  as  spoken  by  the  Athenians,  became 
the  most  cultivated  and  elegant  of  all  the  varieties  of  Greek. 

Greek  literature,  likewise,  made  for  unity.    The  I/iad  and  the 

Odyssey  were  sung  and  recited  in  every  Greek  village  for  centuries. 

They  formed  the  principal  textbook  in  the  schools ;  - ., 

an  Athenian  philosopher  calls  Homer  the  "  educator  m  a  nnify- 

of  Hellas."     It  has  been  well  said  that  these  two  epics  *"K^®"e; 

Homer, 
were  at  once  the  Robinson  Crusoe  and  the  Arabian 

Nights^  the  Bible  and  the  Shakespeare,  of  the  Greek  people. 

The  writings  of  Hesiod,  an  early  Boeotian  poet,  were  second  only 

to  Homer's  as  a  unifying  force.     He  was  the  author  of  two  long 

poems,  the  Theogony^  already  mentioned,    and   the   Works  and 
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Days,    The  latter  composition  abounds  in  wise  precepts  and 
moral  reflections  :    "  Hard  work  is  no  shame ;    the  shame  is  idle- 
ness."     "  There  is  no  prize  like  a  good  wife ;  nothing 
Hesiod,  that  makes  you  shudder  like  a  bad;  she  roasts  you 

about  750-      without  fire,  and  brings  you  to  a  raw  old  age."     The 

700  B.C. 

poem  ends  with  a  calendar  or  list  of  what  days  of  the 

month  are  lucky  or  unlucky  for  certain  actions.     "  Sometimes  a 

day  is  a  stepmother,  sometimes  a  mother,"  says  Hesiod,  pithily.^ 

Homer  had  told  fascinating  narratives  about  the  adventurous  lives 

of  Greek  warriors  and  kings.     Hesiod,  in  much  soberer  verse,  de- 

c    tr   ta       scribes  the  toilsome  existence  of  a  farmer  in  one  of  the 

between         inland  parts  of  Greece.     He  gives  us  the  shadows  of 

Homer  and  ^  picture  which  the  genius  of  Homer  had  so  brilliantly 
Hesiod.  T  1  ^  J 

hghted  up. 

Somewhat  later  than  Hesiod,  the  Greeks  began  to  mature  anew 
form  of  literary  expression  —  lyric  poetry.  In  its  beginnings,  the 
Lyric  \^x\z  was  the  creation  of  the  gifted  Ionian  race,  but 

poetry.  both  -^olians  and  Dorians  contributed  to  its  later  de- 

velopment. The  new  poetry  gave  utterance  to  the  fresh  thoughts 
and  vivid  emotions  which  stirred  all  Greek  peoples  at  this  time. 
In  short  poems,  accompanied  by  the  music  of  the  flute  or  the  lyre,  the 
Greeks  found  a  medium  for  the  expression  of  personal  feelings 
which  was  not  furnished  by  the  long  and  cumbrous  forms  of  the 
epic. 

Sappho,  writing  in  the  -^olian  dialect,  achieved  a  distinction 
which  the  Greeks  throughout  their  history  never  granted  to 
SavDho  ^^y  other   woman.     So   highly   was  her   poetry   es- 

abottt  teemed  that  she  was  reckoned  with  Homer.     "  Violet- 

^^  ^'^'  weaving,  pure,  softly  smiling  Sappho,"  so  another  poet 
calls  her.^  Sappho's  genius  expressed  itself  in  passionate  love- 
songs,  full  of  tenderness  and  melody.  Only  two  of  her  poems  have 
reached  us  intact.  The  rest  survive  in  fragments — mutilated,  in- 
deed, yet  tantalizing  in  their  perfect  loveliness. 

1  Works  and  Days^  825.  ^  Alcseus,  in  Aristotle,  Rhetoric^  i,  9. 
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The  Dorian  lyric  is  best  represented  by  the  poems  of  Pindar. 
He  was  a  native  of  Thebes  in  Boeotia.  His  verses  were  so  popular 
that  he  became  the  ''  poet  laureate ''  of  Greece,  pindar 
During  a  long  and  prosperous  lifetime,  Pindar  wrote  5»®-^446  B.C. 
with  great  success  almost  every  kind  of  lyric  poetry.  We  still 
possess  forty-four  of  his  odes,  composed  in  honor  of  the  winning 
athletes  at  the  Olympian  and  other  national  games.^  These  odes 
were  sometimes  sung  at  the  place  where  the  contests  were  held ; 
sometimes  after  the  victor's  return  to  his  native  city,  at  the  trium- 
phal procession  and  banquet  that  honored  his  deeds.  As  with  all 
Greek  lyrical  poetry,  the  loss  of  music  to  which  the  odes  were 
written  deprives  us  of  a  great  aid  to  their  proper  appreciation. 

To  this  period,  also,  belongs  the  collection  of  moral  stories  about 
animals,  which  we  know  as  ^sofs  Fables.  ^Esop  is  said  to  have 
been  a  crippled  slave  who  lived  in  Samos  about  550  B.a  Fables  of 
He  may  have  written  some  of  the  fables  which  pass  *«op- 
under  his  name,  but  many  of  them  probably  arose  in  India,  whence 
they  were  brought  to  the  Greeks  of  Asia  Minor.  These  short  tales, 
in  which  beasts  behave  like  men,  were  as  popular  in  antiquity  as 
to-day. 

69.    Progress  of  Culture  during  the  Seventh  and 

Sixth  Centuries 

The  seventh  and  sixth  centuries  before  Christ  form  a  noteworthy 
epoch  in  Greek  history.  Commerce  and  colonization  were  bring- 
ing their  educating  influence  to  bear  upon  the  Greeks. 
Greek  cities  were  rising  everywhere  along  the  Medi- 
terranean shores.  A  common  language,  literature,  and  religion 
were  making  the  people  more  and  more  conscious  of  their  unity 
as  opposed  to  the  "  barbarians  "  about  them. 

The  rise  of  philosophy  at  this  time  is  striking  evidence  of  the 
awakening  of  the  Greek  mind.  Thinkers  in  Ionia,  Italy,  and 
Sicily,  then  in  Greece  itself,  began  to  speculate  about  the  nature 

>  See  page  i6a. 
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of  the  universe.  These  persons  were  the  first  philosophers,  the 
first  men  who  loved  knowledge  for  its  own  sake.  They  were  not 
Site  of  content  to  follow  the  poets  who  declared  that  the  gods 

philosophy,  caused  such  things  as  changes  of  night  and  day,  the 
succession  of  the  seasons,  thunderstorms,  and  other  phenomena. 
The  philosophers  sought  a  natural  origin  for  everything.  Thales 
of  Miletus  taught  that  the  earth  was  formed  from  water  or 
moisture.  Another  thinker  substituted  aur  for  water.  Another 
thought  fire  was  the  universal  first  substance.  These  philos- 
ophers, by  their  efforts  to  understand  the  world,  instead  of  simply 
repeating  the  myths  about  it,  began  an  intellectual  movement  that 
has  continued  to  our  own  time. 

Philosophical  speculation  sometimes  paved  the  way  for  scientific 
Riso  of  knowledge.    Thus  Thales  was  not  only  the  first  Greek 

science;  philosopher  but  also  the  father  of  Greek  science.  His 
about  ({40-  astronomical  lore,  gathered  partly  in  Egypt,  enabled 
563  B.C.         him  to  predict  a  celebrated  eclipse  of  the  sun.* 

Another  early  philosopher  and  scientist  was  Pythagoras,  who 
taught  in  Magna  Grsecia.     He,  too,  had  lived  in  Egypt,  where  he 

Pythaeoras  ™"^'  ^^^^  gained  some  of  his  knowledge  of  mathe- 
abottt  matics.     Pythagoras  is  said  to  have  proved  the  geomet- 

580-500  B.C.  yj^^i  theorem  that  the  square  on  the  hypothenuse  of 

a  right-angled  triangle  is  equal  to  the  sum  of  the  squares  on  the 
sides.     This  famous  proposition  still  bears  his  name. 

The  colonizing  activity  of  the  Greeks  naturally  brought  acquaint- 
ance with   many  new  lands  and  strange  peoples.     Geographical 

^  knowledge  took  the  place  of  the  fancies  of  Homer 

Hew  geo-  °  *^ 

graphical        ^^id  Hesiod.     About  500  B.C.,  Hecataeus  of  Miletus 

knowledge ;  wrote  the  first  geography.  His  map  shows  the  world 
Hecatsus. 

divided  roughly  into  two  continents,  Europe  and  Asia, 

with  the  river  Ocean  encircling  them.  From  this  map  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  knowledge  of  the  Greeks  concerning  the  earth  had 
much  increased  since  the  days  of  Homer. 

1  See  page  62. 
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Greek  history  has  now  been  traced  from  its  beginnings  to  the 
close  of  the  sixth  century  before  Christ.     It  is  the  history  of  a 
people,  not  of  one  country  or  of  a  united  nation.     Yet  ^^  Greek 
the  time  was  drawing  near  when  all  the  Greek  com-  world, 
munities  were  to  be  brought  together  in  closer  bonds  ^^ 
of  union  than  they  had  ever  before  known. 

Studies 

I.  On  outline  maps  indicate:  (a)  the  chief  centers  of  MgeBn  culture; 
(6)  the  lands  occupied  by  lonians,  Dorians,  and  iEolians  after  the  Dorian 
invasion;  (r)  the  Peloponnesian  League  about  500  B.C.  2.  Explain: 
Magna  Gnecia,  oracle,  amphictyony,  helot,  Hellas,  Olympiad,  ephors. 
3.  Look  up  the  meaning  of  our  English  words:  ** ostracism";  <* oracular''; 
"sybarite'';  "philosopher";  "labyrinth."  4.  Explain  the  present  mean- 
ing and  historical  origin  of  the  following  expressions :  "  a  Delphic  response  " ; 
"  Draconian  severity  ";  "a  laconic  speech."  5'.  Make  a  list  of  ten  common 
English  words  derived  from  the  Greek.  6.  What  is  the  date  of  the  first 
recorded  Olympiad?  of  the  expulsion  of  the  last  tyrant  of  Athens?  7.  What 
do  the  legends  of  the  Greeks  indicate  as  to  their  indebtedness  to  the  Orient  ? 
8.  Describe  the  Lions'  Gate  (illustration,  page  141);  the  "Treasury  of 
Atreus"  (illustration,  page  142).  9.  Compare  Greek  ideas  of  the  future 
life  with  those  of  the  Babylonians.  10.  Why  has  the  Delphic  oracle  been 
called  "the  common  hearth  of  Hellas"?  \}i.  What  resemblances  do  you 
discover  between  the  Olympian  festival  and  one  of  our  great  international  ex- 
positions? ^12;  What  differences  can  you  establish  between  an  ancient  city- 
state  such  as  Athens  and  (a)  a  modem  territorial  state  such  as  France  or 
England;  (^)  a  modern  city  such  as  Paris  or  London?  13.  Define  clearly : 
"monarchy";  "aristocracy";  "tyranny";  "democracy."  14.  Contrast 
the  Greek  tyrant  with  the  Homeric  king  as  to  (a)  the  origin  and  extent  of  his 
powers,  and  (d)  the  security  of  his  position.  15.  Distinguish  between 
Laconia  and  Lacedsemon.  •  16^  What  is  the  difference  in  condition  between 
a  serf  and  a  slave?  Were  the  helots  slaves  or  serfs?  yf.  Can  you  find  any 
examples  of  serfdom  in  modern  times?  18.  What  reasons  can  you  suggest 
for  doubting  the  traditional  story  of  Lycurgus  as  the  creator  of  the  Spartan 
constitution?  19.  Why  are  the  earliest  laws  always  unwritten?  20.  What 
differences  existed  between  Phcenician  and  Greek  colonization?  21.  Com- 
pare  the  motives  which  led  to  Greek  colonization  with  those  which  led  to 
the  establishment  of  colonies  in  the  New  World.  22.  Why  did  the  colonies, 
as  a  rule,  advance  more  rapidly  than  the  mother  country  in  wealth  and 
population?  23.  W^hat  is  the  origin  of  the  modern  city  of  Constantinople? 
of  Marseilles?  of  Naples?  of  Syracuse  in  Sicily? 
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79-89,  "Thermopylae."  Browning,  Echetlos  and  Pheidippides,  Byron, 
"Greece"  {^The  Corsair,  canto  iii,  lines  1-54),"  Modern  Greece"  {Childe 
Harold,  canto  ii,  stanzas  85-91),  "The  Death  of  Greece  "  (  The  Giaour,  lines 
68-141),  and  "The  Isles  of  Greece"  (J)onJuan,  canto  iii).  Davis,  A  Victor 
of  Salamis, 

70.    The  Perils  of  Hellas 

The  history  of  Hellas  for  many  centuries  had  been  uneventful  — 

• 

a  history  of  the  uninterrupted  expansion  of  the  Hellenic  race  over 
Expansion  barbarian  lands.  On  the  Greek  peninsula,  in  Sicily 
of  Hellas.  and  southern  Italy,  along  the  coasts  of  Asia  Minor, 
among  the  islands  of  the  ^gean,  enterprising,  adventurous  Greeks 
had  planted  their  colonies  and  founded  their  cities.  Hellenic 
civilization,  spread  by  colonization  and  commerce,  promised  to 
penetrate  every  region  of  the  Mediterranean. 

The  middle  of  the  sixth  century  B.C.  witnessed  the  approach  of 
a  crisis  in  Greek  history,  a  crisis,  also,  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

The  time  had  arrived  when  the  independent  and  isolated  Greek 

186 
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communities  were  to  come  in  touch  with  the  great  despotic 
empires  of  Asia.  Orient  and  Occident,  for  so  many  centuries 
sharply  sundered,  began  now  to  draw  together.     Their   .  j. 

contact  produced  the  Persian  and  Carthaginian  wars  straggle 
—  the  first  episode  in  the  long  and  still  unfinished  Y**''*'** 
contest  of  the  East  against  the  West 

To  any  onlooker  the  impending  struggle  must  have  appeared 
desperately  unequal.  On  the  one  side  were  all  the  populous, 
centralized  countries  of  Asia ;  on  the  other  side,  the  ^^^^^^^^  ^^ 
small,  scattered,  disunited  states  of  Greece.  In  the  the 
East  was  the  boundless  wealth,  in  men,  money,  and  ®*"*m;**- 
equipment,  of  a  world-wide  empire.  In  the  West  were  the  feeble 
resources  of  a  few  petty  communities  which  had  never  learned  to 
work  together  for  common  ends.  Nevertheless,  Greece  won. 
The  story  of  her  victory  forms  an  imperishable  record  in  the 
annals  of  human  freedom. 

71.    Advance  of  Persia  to  the  Mediterranean , 

546-499  B.C. 

The  contest  with  the  Orient  began  in  eastern  or  Asiatic  Hellas 

about  fifty  years  before  the  other  parts  of  the  Hellenic  world  were 

involved.     It  started  with  the  conquest,  by  Lydia,  of  j^^^^^^ 

the  Greek  cities  along    the    coast  of   Asia  Minor.  Oreekscon- 

Crcesus,  last  and  most  famous  of  the  Lydian  monarchs,  ^^^  ^^ 

Croetne. 

was  able  to  bring  the  ^Eolian,   Ionian,   and   Dorian 
colonies  under  his  sway. 

The  rule  of  Croesus  did  not  press  harshly  upon  the  Greeks. 
He  contented  himself  with  exacting  a  yearly  tribute,  and  allowed 
his  new  subjects  to  manage  their  local  concerns  HUdrnleof 
without  interference.  Croesus,  in  spirit,  was  half  a  Cn»fua. 
Greek.  He  honored  Greek  sanctuaries  in  Ionia,  welcomed  Greek 
travelers  to  his  court,  and  even  sent  rich  offerings  to  the  shrine  of 
the  Delphic  Apollo.  Under  his  peaceful  policy  one  might  have 
looked  for  the  gradual  union  of  Greeks  and   Lydians,   perhaps 
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even  for  the  spread  of  Hellenic  civilization  throughout  all  Asia 
Minor. 

These  results  were  not  to  occur.  At  this  very  period  there 
arose  in  the  lands  of  the  distant  East  a  remarkable  man  whose 
CvTusthe  sweeping  conquests  were  to  change  the  course  of 
Ozeat  con-  Oriental  history.  We  need  not  tell  again  the  story  of 
quersLydU.  ^y^us  the  Great,  founder  of  the  Persian  Empire.* 
His  annexation  of  Media  began  a  victorious  career 
which  never  ceased  until  his  arms  had  been  carried  throughout 
all  western  Asia.  Lydia  soon  felt  the  Persian  attack.  Sardis,  the 
capital,  fell  in  546  b.c.,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  Lydian  kings 
passed  away  forever. 

The  change  from  the  rule  of  Croesus  to  that  of  Cyrus 
brought  a  greater  measure  of  subjection  for  the  Asiatic  Greeks. 
Earth  rule  Besides  paying  taxes,  they  had  to  provide  troops  and 
of  Cyrus.  ships  at  the  will  of  the  king.  The  system  of  tyrannies 
which  Cyrus  set  up  in  many  of  the  cities  proved  to  be  especially 
vexatious.  The  tyrant  was  in  each  case  a  Greek,  but  a  Greek 
who  naturally  favored  the  interests  of  his  Persian  overlord.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  it  seemed  unlikely  that  the  liberty-loving 
lonians  would  long  remain  obedient  subjects  of  their  Persian 
masters. 

The  subjugation  of  Lydia  and  the  Greek  seaboard  by  Cyrus 

the  Great  extended  the  Persian  Empire  to  the    Mediterranean. 

AdditioiiAl      The  conquest  of  Phoenicia  and  Cyprus  by  Cambyses 

eonqoests       added  the  Phoenician  navy  to  the  resources  of  the 

by  Cam-  ^ 

byaes,  529-     mighty  empire.     Persia  had  now  become  a  sea  power, 

533  B.C.         able  to  cope  with  the  Greeks  on  their  own  element. 

The  subjection  of  Egypt  by  the  same  king  led  naturally  to  the 

annexation  of  the  Greek  colonies  on  the   north  African  shore.* 

Thus  Hellas  found  the  entire  coast  of  the  eastern  Mediterranean 

under  the  control  of  a  new,  powerful,  and  hostile  state. 

The  accession  of  Darius  to  the  Persian  throne  only  increased 

1  See  pages  63-64  ^  See  page  i8a 
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the  dangers  that  overshadowed  Hellas.    The  new  ruler  aimed  to 
complete  the  work  of  Cyrus  and  Cambyses  by  extend-  i,^„  t^, 
ing  the  empire  wherever  a  natural  frontier  had  not  woild- 
been  reached.    Though  we  shall  never  know  just  """V"^- 
what  were  the  plans  of  Darius  in  his  invasion  of  Europe,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  believe  that  they  embraced  a  colossal  scheme  for  the 
conquest,  first  of  Thrace  and 
Macedonia,  and  then  of  Euro- 
pean  Greece.    The  ambitious 
monarch  may  have  intended  to 
bring  all  the  northern  shores  of 
the  Mediterranean  under  Per- 

The  attack  of  Darius  began 
with  his  celebrated  Scythian  ex- 
pedition.'   lis  pur-  a^„^ 
pose  vas  probably  «xpedltion, 
the  conquest  of  ^*^' 
Thrace  as  ^  as  the 
Danube.    The  Great  King,  how-    , 
ever,  is  said  to  have  marched    ; 
beyond  that  river  into  the  tern-    , 
tory  of  the  savage  Scythians.'   ' 
Never  before  had  the  silence  of 

their  northern  wilderness  been  disturbed  by  the  tramp  of  an  in- 
vading host.  The  enterprise,  apparently,  was  a  great  success. 
Even  the  Scythians  learned  to  tremble  at  the  name  of  Persia's 
king.  After  the  return  of  Darius  to  Asia,  his  lieutenants  con- 
quered the  Greek  settlements  on  the  Hellespont  and  extended 
Persian  sway  over  Thrace  and  Macedonia.  The  realm  of  Persia 
was  thus  brought  to  the  very  doors  of  Greece.  The  attack  on 
that  country  did  not  take  place,  however,  till  about  twenty  years 
later.  It  was  provoked  by  a  revolt  of  the  Ionian  Greeks. 
'  See  page  66.  *  See  page  31,  nole  4. 
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72.    The  Ionian  Revolti  499^93  B.C. 

The  Ionian  cities  of  Asia  Minor,  though  chafing  under  the 
Persian  yoke,  failed  to  take  advantage  of  the  favorable  opportunity 
The  Spar-  ^^^  revolt  presented  by  the  absence  of  Darius  in 
tantrefase  Scythia.  When  the  outbreak  occurred,  a  few  years 
to  aid  Ionia,  j^jgy^  ^^^  Asiatic  Greeks  found  themselves  forced  to 
meet  almost  single-handed  the  entire  resources  of  Persia.  Sparta, 
at  that  time  the  great  military  power  of  Greece,  refused  to  aid  the 
lonians,  in  spite  of  the  entreaties  of  Aristagoras,  the  former  tyrant 
of  Miletus.  Aristagoras  urged  that  it  was  a  disgrace  for  the  lonians 
to  be  slaves,  a  disgrace  which  the  Greeks  ought  not  to  tolerate, 
especially  the  Spartans  who  were  the  leaders  of  Greece.  But  the 
Spartans  were  not  convinced,  even  when  Aristagoras  described  in 
alluring  language  the  wealth  and  weakness  of  Persia.  "  The  bar- 
barians,'' said  he,  "  are  not  valiant  in  fight,  whereas  you  show  the 
greatest  valor  in  war.  Their  fighting  is  after  this  fashion,  namely, 
with  bows  and  arrows  and  a  short  spear,  and  they  go  into  battle 
wearing  trousers  and  with  caps  on  their  heads.  Thus  they  are 
easily  conquered.  Then  again,  they  have  good  things  in  such 
quantity  as  not  all  the  other  nations  of  the  world  together  possess ; 
first  gold,  then  silver  and  bronze  and  embroidered  garments  and 
beasts  of  burden  and  slaves.  All  these  things  you  Spartans  might 
have  for  yourselves,  if  you  so  desired."  ^ 

Aristagoras  fared  better  at  Athens.     To  the  cities  of  Ionia, 

Miletus  especially,  the  Athenians  were  attached  by  the  closest  of 

,„^    ^^  commercial  and  social  ties.     Moreover,  Athens  at  this 

Why  the  ' 

Athenians  time  was  not  on  good  terms  with  Persia.  Hippias, 
sent  aid  to  jjg,.  banished  tyrant,*  had  been  welcomed  by  the  sa- 
traps of  Asia  Minor.  The  Athenians  feared  lest 
Hippias  should  return  with  a  Persian  army  and  get  himself 
restored  to  power.  For  these  reasons  they  gladly  responded 
to  the  appeals  of  Aristagoras,  and  sent  twenty  ships  to  help  the 

1  Herodotus,  v,  49.  *  See  page  175. 


First  Persian  Expedition  against  Greece      191 

lonians.    Even  little  Eretria,  on  the  island  of  Euboea,  contributed 
five  ships  to  fight  in  the  cause  of  Greek  freedom. 

Although  the  allied  forces  gained  some  temporary  successes 
and  burned  Sardis/  the  old  capital  of  Lydia,  there  was  slight  hope 
of  a  prolonged  resistance  to  the  Persian  arms.  The  pnii„„ 
Athenians  finally  withdrew  from  the  unequal  struggle,  of  the 
leaving  the  disunited  Ionian  cities  to  withstand  their  '•"•^®"' 
enemies  as  best  they  could.  The  capture  and  destruction  of  the 
great  seaport  of  Miletus  by  the  Persians  marked  the  beginning  of 
the  end.  One  by  one  the  cities  of  Ionia  fell  again  into  Persian 
hands.  Thus  the  first  serious  effort  of  the  Asiatic  Greeks  to 
recover  their  independence  ended  in  a  complete  failure.  The 
feelings  of  the  Athenians  at  the  unhappy  outcome  of  the  revolt  are 
well  illustrated  in  a  story  told  by  Herodotus.  "  The  Athenians," 
he  says,  '^  showed  themselves  beyond  measure  afflicted  at  the  fall  of 
Miletus.  In  many  ways  they  expressed  their  sympathy,  and 
especially  by  their  treatment  of  Phrynichus.  When  this  poet 
brought  out  upon  the  stage  his  drama  of  the  Capture  of  Miletus^ 
the  whole  audience  burst  into  tears ;  and  the  people  sentenced  him 
■  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  thousand  drachmas'  for  recalling  to  them 
their  own  misfortunes.  They  likewise  made  a  law  that  no  one 
should  ever  again  exhibit  that  piece."* 

73.    First  Persian  Expedition  against  Greece^  492  B.C. 

The  charming  story-teller  whom  we  have  just  quoted  declares 
that  Darius  was  consumed  with  rage  when  tidings  came  of  the 
burning  of   Sardis   by  the  lonians  and    Athenians,  ^^^^^i 
''  *  Who  are  these  Athenians  ? '  he  asked,  and,  be-  DariuB  at 
ing  informed,  called   for  his  bow,  and   placing  an  f^^^^^^- 
arrow  on  the  string,  shot  upward  into  the  sky,  saying,  as  he  let  fly 
the  shaft  — '  Grant  me,  Zeus,  to  revenge  myself  on  the  Athenians  !  * 

1  See  page  64. 

s  The  drachma  was  the  commonest  silver  coin  current  among  the  Greeks.    Its 
value,  in  terms  of  our  money,  would  be  about  eighteen  cents.     '  Herodotus,  vi,  ai. 
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After  this  speech  he  bade  his  cupbearer  to  repeat  three  times 

every  day,  when  his  dinner  was  spread,  these  words  to  him  — 

'  Master,  remember  the  Athenians.' "  ^ 

No  sooner  was  quiet  restored  in  Asia  Minor  than  Darius  began 

preparations  for  the  punishment  of  Athens  and  Eretria.    The 

^  ^^  J,  restless  Thracians  and  Macedonians  also  needed 
Destntction 

of  a  Persian    attention.     A  large  land   and   naval  armament  like 

annament,  ^\^^^  which  Darius  himself  had  led  into  Europe  was 
492  B.C. 

intrusted  to  Mardonius,  the  youthful  son-in-law  of  the 

king.  Mardonius  expected  to  conquer  the  entire  Greek  penin- 
sula, but  only  retook  Thrace  and  Macedonia.  The  Persian  fleet 
on  which  he  depended  for  provisions  was  partly  wrecked  off  the 
promontory  of  Mount  Athos.  In  consequence  of  this  disaster 
Mardonius  did  not  continue  the  invasion^  but  returned  with  his 
troops  to  Asia  Minor. 

This  partial  failure  of  the  expedition  only  led  to  renewed  exer- 
tions by  Darius.  His  plans  now  comprehended  the  subjection  of 
The  Great  ^^  Greece.  Persian  heralds  were  sent  to  every  Greek 
King  renews  city  to  demand  ''earth  and  water,"  the  customary 
hisesorts.  symbols  of  submission.  All  the  island  states  and 
many  on  the  mainland  were  terrified  into  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  Persian  claims.  But  at  Athens  and  Sparta,  the  unfortunate 
heralds  were  thrown  into  pits  and  wells  and  bidden  to  take  what 
they  wanted.  By  these  acts,  in  violation  of  the  sanctity  of  ambas- 
sadors, Athens  and  Sparta  put  themselves  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
Great  King's  grace.    It  was  to  be  war  to  the  bitter  end. 

74.    Second  Persian  Expedition:   Battle  of  Marathon, 

490  B.C. 

Early  in  the  year  490  B.C.,  a  Persian  fleet,  bearing  an  army  of 
perhaps  sixty  thousand  men,  set  out  from  Ionia  for  Greece.  The 
commanders  were  Datis  and  Artaphernes,  with  whom  went  the 
aged  Hippiasy  who  hoped  to  rule  once  more  over  Athens.    The 

^  Herodotus,  v,  105. 
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route  this  time  led  straight  across  the  ^gean.    The  island  state* 
on  the  way  were  quickly  subdued.     The  little  city  of  Eretria  was 
betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the  Persians  and  utterly  The 
destroyed.    Athens  had  next  to  feel  the  wrath  of  the  f!i!|??I*, 
Great  King.     Could  it  hope  to  escape?  BretrU. 

Acting  upon  the  advice  of  Hippias,  the  Persians  crossed  the 
narrow  strait  between  Eubcea  and  Attica,  and  landed  on  the  plain 
of  Marathon.  Here,  if  the  Greeks  should  make  a  tiw  landing 
stand,  the  level  country  would  be  suitable  for  the  ex-  atilaratiioa. 
cellent  Persian  cavalry.  It  is  likely,  however,  that  Datis  and 
Artaphemes  did  not  want  to  fight  at  Marathon.    Their  landing 
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Fian  ■  Gitck  vue  of  about  the  tiaw  ot  the  biitle  of  Minthon. 

seems  to  have  been  a  mere  feint  to  attract  t)ie  Greek  forces  as  br 
as  possible  from  Athens.  That  city,  they  thought,  contained  many 
people  who  would  welcome  the  restoration  of  Hippias,  even  by 
means  of  Persian  soldiers.  Datis  and  Artaphemes  probably  in- 
tended to  leave  enough  troops  at  Marathon  to  hold  the  Greeks  in 
check,  and  then  to  sail  with  the  rest  of  their  army  to  Athens. 
The  Persian  commanders  doubtless  believed  that  there  were 
traitors  in  Athens,  as  in  Eretria,  who  would  surrender  the  city 
without  a  struggle. 

The  situation  of  the  Athenians  was  indeed  desperate  Includ- 
ing a  detachment  from  the  patriotic  town  of  Plataea,  they  had 
scarcely  ten  thousand  men  with  whom  to  face  an  army  far  more 
numerous  and  hitherto  invincible.     As  soon  as  news  came  that  the 
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Persians  had  landed,  the  Athenians  sent  Phidippides,  a  long-dis- 
tance runner,  to  Sparta  to  ask  help.  He  reached  Sparta,  one 
The  Spar-  hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant,  on  the  second  day 
tans  delay  and  delivered  his  message.  ''Men  of  Sparta,"  he 
their  aid.  g^j^^  «  ^j^^  Athenians  beg  you  to  assist  them,  and  not 
allow  their  state,  the  most  ancient  in  Greece,  to  be  enslaved  by 
the  barbarians.  Eretria,  look  you,  is  already  reduced  to  bond- 
age, and  Greece  weakened  by  the  loss  of  no  mean  city."  The 
Spartans  promised  aid,  but  not  at  once.  One  of  their  religious 
laws,  they  pleaded,  forbade  their  going  to  war  before  the  full 
moon.^  So  the  Spartans  waited,  and  the  Athenians  and  Platseans 
had  to  meet  the  invader  alone. 

But  even  better,  perhaps,  than  a  Spartan  army  was  the  genius  of 
Miltiades.     He  was.  an  Athenian  noble  who  had  been  formerly  a 

tyrant  of  the  Thracian  Chersonesus.    The   Persian 
MUtiades. 

advance  on  the  Hellespont  forced  him  to  return  to 

Athens,  where  he  became  one  of  the  Athenian  generals.  When 
news  of  the  arrival  of  the  Persians  reached  Athens,  the  popular 
assembly  adopted  the  suggestion  of  Miltiades,  not  to  await  the 
coming  of  the  enemy,  but  to  send  the  little  army  at  once  to  Mara- 
thon. The  supreme  control  of  the  forces  rested,  of  course,  on  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Athenian  forces.  He  and  the  other 
generals,  however,  deferred  to  Miltiades,  whose  experience  of 
Persian  warfare  and  well-known  military  ability  marked  him  out 
for  leadership. 

The  account  of  the  battle  of  Marathon  has  been  much  obscured 
by  legends  from  which  it  is  difficult  to  disentangle  the  truth.  For 
The  Greek  several  days  the  two  armies  faced  each  other,  the  Per- 
▼ictory  at  sians  on  the  lower  plain,  the  Greeks  above,  in  a  moun- 
Marathon.  ^^  valley  which  commanded  the  main  roads  to  Athens. 
The  Persians  were  expecting  a  favorable  signal  from  their  friends 

1 A  related  belief  was  that  of  the  ancient  Germans,  who,  according  to  Julius  Caesar 
{Commentaries,  i,  50),  despaired  of  victory  if  they  joined  battle  before  the  new  moon. 
Similar  superstitions  are  held  by  many  modem  savages. 
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at  Athens,  before  sailing  to  the  attaclt  of  the  city.    The  signal  did 
not  come,  and  at  last  Datis  and  Artaphemes  decided  to  delay  no 
longer,  but  at  once  to  advance  on  Athens  from  the  sea.    They  had 
already  embarked  the  cavalry  and  part  of  the  infantry  when,  to 
their    surprise,    they   saw    themselves    i>eing 
charged  by  the  enemy.    Acting  on  the  advice 
of  Miltiades,  the  Greeks  had  deterftiined   to 
strike  the  first  blow.    The  heavy-armed  sol- 
diers (hoplites)  ciossed  the  plain  at  the  quick 
step,  and  in  the  face  of  a  shower  of  arrows 
came  to  close   quarters  with   the  barbarians. 
The  issue  of  the  conflict  soon  justified  the 
confidence    which    Miltiades    had    placed    in 
Greek  discipline  and  Greek  valor.    The  Per- 
sians were  driven  to  their  ships  with  heavy  loss.' 
The   invaders,    though   defeated,   did   not 
abandon  hope  of  capturing  Athens.     Part  of 
the  Persian  fleet  now  rounded  the  _^  „ 
promontory  of  Sunium,  with  the  aURtan 
purpose  of  descending  on  the  city  '"^•*  ^"'^ 
in   the  absence  of  its  defenders. 
But   Miltiades  and  his  men  made  a  forced 
march  to  Athens,  and  when  the  Persians  ar-       gravestone  of 
rived,   they   found   the  heroes   of  Marathon  ■tsrio 

awaiting  them  on  the  shore.     Datis  and  Ar-  Aihcni 

taphernes  wisely  decided  not  to  attempt  a  Found  nur  MmihoD 
landing.  Back  to  Asia  went  the  splendid  u„'^.t,h^^nT  "»!c 
expedition,  with  half  of  its  errand  of  vengeance  intomciiT  eJioi  ii>= 
uoMBUri.  ••w™,..M.„,»...- 

Marathon  has  been  often  reckoned  among  the  decisive  battles 
in  the  world's  history.     It  did  not,  indeed,  conclude  the  struggle 

1  The  slory  goes  thai  immediately  after  the  batDe  a  flfel  runner  was  dispatched 
li-Dm  Macalhon  lo  Athens  with  lidings  of  the  lesull.  Onward  he  sped  over  the 
difficult  roads,  never  stopping  for  rest  until  he  liad  rushed  into  the  market  place  of 
the  city  and  gasped  out  the  eventful  wards,  "  Rejoice;  the  victory  is  oun"  (X"'/'*'* 
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between  Asia  and  Europe.  The  Persians  were  to  make  one  more 
effort  to  conquer  Greece.  But  after  Marathon  they  delayed 
Why  Mara-  another  invasion  for  a  full  decade,  and  thus  gave  the 
thon  was  a  Greeks  a  breathing  spell  in  which  to  prepare  them- 
decisive         selves  for  even  more  determined  resistance.    The 

iMittle. 

defeat  of  a  powerful  armament  by  a  small  force  of 
resolute  soldiers  was  a  wonderful  encouragement  to  those  who 
bade  Greece  refuse  the  Persian  yoke  and  strike  a  blow  for  free- 
dom. "The  Athenians,"  says  Herodotus,  "were  the  first  who 
dared  to  look  upon  the  Median  garb,  and  to  face  men  clad  in 
that  fashion.  Until  this  time  the  very  name  of  the  Medes  had 
been  a  terror  to  the  Greeks  to  hear."  ^ 

76.   The  Interval  of  Preparatlon»  490-480  B.C. 

Many  Greeks  believed  that  Darius  would  now  abandon  all  hopeu 
of  subduing  them.  Far-sighted  men,  however,  felt  certain  that  the 
The  Athenl-  ^^^  crisis  was  yet  to  come.  The  Athenians,  especially, 
ana  to  the  began  to  make  preparations  to  meet  another  attack. 
^'**  And  it  was  the  Athenians  who,  during  the  ten  years 

between  the  second  and  third  Persian  invasions,  became  the  real 
leaders  of  Greece. 

The  great  victory  of  Marathon  made  Miltiades  a  popular  hero. 
The  Athenians  were  so  confident  of  his  abilities  that  they  gave  him 
An  effort  to  ^^^  command  of  a  fine  fleet  of  seventy  ships,  nearly 
xecover  the  their  entire  navy  at  this  time.  With  this  he  was  to 
JBgean.  punish  the  island  states  of  the  ^Egean  which  had  aided 

Persia  in  the  recent  struggle.     By  snatching  control  of  the  /Egtan 

piKQftev),  Then,  overcome  by  his  tremendous  exertions,  he  sank,  dying,  to 
the  ground.  The  modern  Greeks  still  cherish  this  tale  of  the  old  heroic  days. 
At  the  revival  of  the  Olympian  games,  in  1896,  the  Marathon  race  attracted  compet- 
ing athletes  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  To  the  great  and  appropriate  joy  of 
every  Athenian,  the  event  was  won  by  a  youog  Greek  peasant  He  covered  the 
distance  —  36  miles,  385  yards  —  in  a  little  less  than  3  hours. 

1  Herodotus,  vi,  113.  In  this  passage  the  historian  uses  the  term  "Mede**  aa 
equivalent  to  "  Persian." 
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from  Persian  haods,  the  Athenians  aimed  to  form  an  outer  circle 
of  defense  against  a  future  invasion. 

The  high  hopes  of  the  Athenians  were  destined  to  be  blasted. 
Miltiades  sailed  first  to  the  island  of  Paros,  which  had  furnished  a 
ship  to  the  Persian  fleet.  He  besieged  the  city  of  End  of 
Paros  without  success,  and  then  returned  to  Athens,  itiiti»de». 
wounded  and  discouraged.  His  enemies  among  the  democratic 
party  now  accused  him  of  deceiving  the  people.  They  had  him 
tried  and  heavily  fined.     Soon  after  his  condemnation,  Miltiades 


The  Mound  at  Makathuh 

Ncai  the  louIbeTn  eitremity  of  ihe  pluin  or  Mambon  riici  i  conical  mound 
It  (sven  (he  Riniiiu  at  ihc  14a  GrcIci  who  fell  in  Ihe  battle.  Exnvaiioni 
1890-1991  dUdoaed  ubo.  hujun  bones,  and  fragnwiiu  of  poticry  bclonginjE  10 


died  in  disgrace,  but  he  left  a  son  who  in  after  days  was  to  revive 
the  fame  of  his  father's  house. 

Since  the  reforms  of  Clisthenes '  the  nobles  had  been  steadily 
losing  ground  at  Athens.  The  death  of  Miltiades  deprived  them 
of  their  most  conspicuous  champion.  The  way  lay  g,^  iMdm 
open  for  new  democratic  leaders.  Among  these  were  ■*  AOwm, 
the  celebrated  statesmen,  Aristides  and  Themistocles.  Both  men 
were  able  and  patriotic,  but  they  could  not  agree  as  to  the  best 
plan  for  Athens  to  follow  in  order  to  defend  herself  against  the 
Persians. 

'S«l»gei7S. 
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Aristides  represented  the  less  radical  members  of  the  demo- 
cratic party.  He  had  been  the  friend  of  that  conservative  re- 
AilBtides  •  fonner,  Chsthenes.  Aristides  believed  in  the  Spartan 
hischaxacter  military  system,  and  looked  on  a  trained  body  of 
and  policy,  soldiers  as  the  chief  bulwark  of  the  state.  Let  the 
Athenians  increase  their  army,  he,  urged,  and  meet  the  Persians 
on  land.  In  support  of  this  argument,  he  pointed  to  the  glorious 
victory  of  Marathon,  won  by  the  army,  and  to  the  inglorious 
failure  of  the  fleet  before  Paros.  Such  words  had  all  the  more 
weight,  coming  as  they  did  from  one  who  enjoyed  a  great  reputa- 
tion for  wisdom  and  integrity. 

Themistocles  was  a  man  of  very  different  aims  and  temper. 
From  early  youth  he  showed  a  decided  bent  for  public  affairs. 
Themis-  ^^  ^i^  ^^^  spend  his  holidays  in  play  or  idleness,  as 
to€le%.  other  children,  but  practiced  speech  making  and  dec- 

lamation, instead.  His  schoolmaster,  seeing  him  thus  occupied, 
would  sometimes  remark,  "  You,  my  boy,  will  be  nothing  smaH, 
but  great  one  way  or  another,  either  for  good  or  for  bad." 
Themistocles  fought  bravely  at  Marathon,  but  so  envied  the  victor 
of  that  battle  as  to  declare  that  the  ^'trophies  of  Miltiades" 
robbed  him  of  sleep.  Without  wealth  or  influential  friends,  never- 
theless his  consuming  ambition  and  brilliant  intellect  soon  brought 
him  into  prominence  at  Athens.  And  though,  as  he  said  of 
himself,  *'  he  knew  nothing  of  music  and  song,  he  did  know  how 
to  make  a  small  city  great  and  glorious."  ^ 

Themistocles,  as  the  head  of  the  more  radical  democrats,  pro- 
Policy  of  posed  a  policy  which,  if  adopted,  meant  a  great  de- 
Themis-  parture  for  Athens.  He  would  sacrifice  the  army  to 
todes.  ^j^g  jj^^y  ^jj^  make  his  city  the  strongest  sea  power 

in  Greece.    The  safety  of  Athens,  he  believed,  lay  in  her  ships* 

Fortunately  for  Athens  and  for  Greece,  the  proposals  of  Themis- 
tocles gained  the  day.  The  opposing  statesmen  were  put  to 
the  test  of  ostracism.    Themistocles  triumphed,  and  Aristides  went 

1  Plutarch,  TkemistocUs,  2. 
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into  exile.  At  the  time  of  the  voting,  an  illiterate  citizen  who  was 
a  stranger  to  Aristides,  requested  him  to  write  down  that  states- 
man's name  on  the  ballot.     "  Why,"  said  Aristides, 

Ostncism  of 
doing  as  he  was  asked,  ''  do  you  wish  to  ostracize  Axiatides 

him?"     "Because,"  said  the  fellow,  "I  am  tired  of  Aboot 
hearing  him  everywhere  called  the  Just."  *  403    •  • 

Themistocles  was  now  master  of  the  situation.  Already  he 
had  carried  in  the  popular  assembly  a  measure  for  the  fortifi- 
cation of  Piraeus,  a  port  with  three  harbors,  four  miles  distant  from 
Athens.*  The  work  was  begun,  but  it  was  not  completed  until 
after  the  Persian  wars.  The- 
mistocles was  also 


misiocies  was   aiso  —      ,  \     /-^r : 

able  to  persuade  gram  of  1    ®^5/XPDK\. 


the  citizens  to  use  Themio- 

toclee. 
the  revenues  from 

some  silver  mines  recently  dis-  a  Themistocles  Ostrakon 

covered   in   Attica,   for    the   up-  British  Museum,  London 

building  of  their  fleet.    When    /  ^"«™~.'  ^*  f?****"*  J^."^  "  ^^7,  nw 

*^  the  Acropolis  of  Athens.    Thu  ostrakon  was 

the  Persians  came,  the  Athenians     used  to  vote  for  the  ostracism  of  Themistocles, 

_  _      VI      A  *.!-  •*.!.      either  in  483   B.C.  when   he  was  victorious 

were  able  to  oppose  them  with    ^^^  j,'^^^^  „  ^.  ^  y^„  ^,^ 

nearly    two    hundred    triremes  •     ^^"  Themistocles  was  himself  defeated  and 
-  •      y^  forced  into  exile. 

—  the  largest  navy  in  Greece. 

The   time   was  approaching  when  Greece  must  meet  a  third 
and  even  more  terrible  invasion  by  Persia.     In  the  face  of  the 
common  danger,  some  of  the  Greeks  surrendered  their  conrress  of 
rivalries  and  united  in  measures  of  defense.     In  481   Corinth, 
B.C.,  upon  the  suggestion  of  Themistocles,  a  congress  ^^^'^' 
of  representatives  from  the   patriotic   states  assembled  on  the 
Isthmus  of  Corinth.     At  this  gathering,  Sparta  was  put  in  com- 
mand of  the  allied  fleet  and  army.     The  Athenians,  whose  claim 
to  the  leadership  of  the   fleet  was  far  better  than  that  of  the 

1  Plutarch,  Aristides,  7.  *See  the  map,  page  203. 

'  The  trireme  is  supposed  to  have  had  three  tiers  or  banks  of  oars,  placed  one 
above  the  other.  Each  tier  thus  required  an  oar  about  a  yard  longer  than  the  one 
immediately  beneath  it.    There  were  about  aoo  rowers  on  a  trireme. 
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Spartans,  generously  remained  in  the  background.  We  shall  see 
later  how  great  were  their  services  to  the  Greek  cause. 

"  Ten  years  after  Marathon,"  says  a  Greek  historian,  "  the  bar- 
barians returned  with  the  vast  armament  which  was  to  enslave 
Prepara-  Hellas."  ^  Darius  was  now  dead,  but  his  son  Xerxes 
tionsof  had  determined  to  complete  the  father's  unfinished 

task.  The  Persian  realm  resounded  with  the  din  of 
preparation.  Vast  quantities  of  provisions  were  collected ;  the 
Hellespont  was  bridged  with  boats ;  and  the  rocky  promontory  of 
Mount  Athos,  where  a  previous  fleet  had  suffered  shipwreck,*  was 
pierced  with  a  canal.  An  army  of  several  hundred  thousand  men 
was  brought  together  from  all  parts  of  the  Great  King's  domain. 
He  evidently  intended  to  crush  the  Greeks  by  sheer  weight  of 
numbers. 

Xerxes  did  not  have  to  attack  an  united  Greece.     His  mighty 

preparations  frightened  many  of  the  Greek  states  into  giving  tokens 

-  .  ,  .of  submission,  when  Persian  heralds  came  a  second 
Neutral  and  ' 

"Medizing"  time,  demanding  "  earth  and  water."    The  Thessa- 

statesof  lians,  most  of  the  Boeotian  cities,  and  the  smaller 
Greece. 

peoples  of  central  Greece  whose  territory  would  be 

first  invaded  by  the  enemy  bowed  to  the  Persian  yoke.    Some  of 

the  other  states,  such  as  Thebes,  which  was  jealous  of  Athens,  and 

Argos,  equally  jealous  of  Sparta,  did  nothing  to  help  the  loyal 

Greeks  throughout  the  struggle.     But  Athens  and  Sparta  remained 

joined  for  resistance  to  the  end.     No  Persian  heralds  had  come  to 

them  with  promises  of  peace.    Those  cities  were  singled  out  for 

vengeance. 

76.    Third  Persian  Expedition:  Thermopyte  and  Salamis, 

480  B.C. 

In  the  spring  of  the  eventful  year  480  B.C.,  the  army  of  Xerxes 
crossed  the  Hellespont  and  entered  Europe.  The  immense  host 
slowly  moved   through  Thrace   and  Macedonia  and  at  length 

1  Thucydides,  i,  18.  ^  See  page  19a. 
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reached  the  borders  of  Thessaly.  The  Greeks  had  at  first  de- 
termined to  dispute  the  further  advance  of  the  Persians  in  the 
Vale  of  Tempe.*  When,  however,  the  soldiers  posted  xhePenian 
there  learned  that  their  position  could  easily  be  turned,  •dvance. 
they  at  once  retreated  from  Thessaly.  Xerxes  met  no  resistance 
till  he  reached  the  Pass  of  Thermopylae,'  commanding  the  en* 
trance  to  central  Greece. 

In  480  B.C.,  the  pass  was  a  position  of  great  natural  strength^ 
which  a  small  body  of  resolute  men  could  hold  almost  indefinitely 
against  a  large  army.     Here  the  Greeks  decided  to  p    ^^ 
offer  their  first  resistance  to  Xerxes.    The  Spartans  and  Greeks 

dispatched  their  king,  Leonidas,  with  a  few  thousand  •*  '^^^' 

inopylte* 

troops  to  hold  the  pass  until  the  Olympian  games  and 
other  festivals  which  the  Greeks  were  celebrating  had  been  con- 
cluded. Then  they  promised  to  take  the  field  with  their  entire 
army.  This  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Greeks  to  post  a  stronger 
force  at  Thermopylae  was  the  most  serious  mistake  that  they  made 
in  the  course  of  the  war.  Yet,  as  it  was,  the  defense  of  the  pass 
came  very  near  being  successful. 

The  story  of  the  heroic  stand  of  the  Greeks  at  Thermopylae  has 
been  told,  once  for  all,  in  the  glowing  pages  of  Herodotus. 
For  two  successive  days,  Xerxes  hurled  his  best  The  straggle 
troops  against  the  enemy,  only  to  find  that  numbers  *<«  ^*  P»««- 
did  not  count  in  that  narrow  defile.  Xerxes,  from  a  lofty  seat 
expressly  provided  for  him,  witnessed  their  humiliating  repulse. 
"  Three  times,"  says  the  historian,  "  did  the  king  spring  from  his 
throne,  in  agony  for  his  army."  • 

There  is  no  telling  how  long  this  handful  of  Greeks  might  have 
held  their  position  had  not  treachery  come  to  the  aid  of  Persia's 
monarch.    A  traitor  Greek,  named  Ephialtes,  revealed  to  Xerxes 

1  See  page  123. 

3  "  Hot-Gates/'  so  called  from  the  local  thermai  or  hot  springs,  and  the  fylai 
or  fortified  gateways.  In  the  course  of  twenty-four  centuries,  the  receding  sea  has 
widened  the  once  narrow  defile  into  a  plain  nearly  two  miles  wide. 

*  Herodotus,  vii,  212. 
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the  existence  of  an  unfrequented  path  leading  over  the  mountain 
in  the  rear  of  the  pass.  It  was  a  narrow  track  which  could  have 
The  Greeks  ^^^  easily  held  by  the  Greeks,  but,  with  gross  care- 
are  taken  in  lessness,  only  a  small  body  of  soldiers  had  been  set  to 
*^*  '•*'•  guard  it  The  Persian  troops  marched  over  the  trail 
by  night,  brushed  aside  its  defenders,  and  then  began  the  descent 
of  the  mountain.  The  Greeks,  though  taken  by  surprise,  had  still 
time  to  make  their  escape.  The  greater  number  withdrew  south- 
ward :  only  Leonidas,  with  three  hundred  Spartans  and  perhaps 
two  thousand  allies,  remained  to  face  the  Persian  multitudes. 

Herodotus  declares  that  Leonidas  and  his  men  devoted  them- 
selves to  certain  death  because  it  did  not  become  a  Spartan  soldier 
End  of  the  to  desert  his  post  before  the  enemy.  And  Leonidas 
straggle.  remembered,  it  was  said,  the  prediction  of  the  Delphic 
oracle,  how  either  Sparta  herself  or  one  of  her  kings  must  fall  a 
victim  to  the  barbarians.  Modern  historians  refuse  to  accept  this 
stirring  tale,  and  believe  that  Leonidas  and  his  men  remained  be- 
hind, not  to  sacrifice  themselves  uselessly,  but  because  they  still 
hoped  to  hold  the  pass.  If  such  was  their  hope,  it  was  not  real- 
ized. After  a  desperate  struggle  Xerxes  gained  Thermopylae  — 
but  only  over  the  bodies  of  its  heroic  defenders.  Years  later,  a 
monument  to  their  memory  was  raised  on  the  field  of  battle.  It 
bore  the  simple  inscription :  *^  Stranger,  go  tell  the  Spartans  that 
we  lie  here  in  obedience  to  their  commands."* 

The  contrast  between  East  and  West,  between  the  Oriental  and 

the  Greek,  was  never  more  marked  than  at  Thermopylae.     Persian 

__     ,  officers  provided  with  whips  lashed  their  men  to  battle ; 

Moral  re- 

salts  of  Leonidas  and  his  Spartans  fought  till  spears  and  swords 

Ther-  ^^re  broken,  and  only  hands  and  teeth  remained  as 

weapons.  Their  desperate  resistance  to  the  end  must 
have  shown  the  Persians  that  the  conquest  of  Greece  would  be  no 
easy  task.  A  few  days  after  the  battle,  word  was  brought  to  Xerxes 
that  the  Greeks  were  at  that  moment  busy  with  the  celebration  of 

1  Herodotus,  vii,  238. 
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the  Olympian  games.  "What  prize  does  the  victor  receive?"  he 
asked.  "  A  wreath  of  olive/*  was  the  answer.  Then  one  of  the 
Persian  nobles  could  no  longer  restrain  himself,  even  in  the  royal 
presence,  and  exclaimed, "  Good  Heavens  I  What  manner  of  men 
are  these  against  whom  you  have  brought  us  to  fight  I  Men  who 
contend  with  one  another,  not  for  money,  but  for  honor  I "  ^ 


The  Vicinity  of  Athens 

While  these  tragic  events  were  taking  place  at  Thermopylae,  the 
Greek  fleet  at  Artemisium  had  been  engaged  with  the  Persian 
navy.  For  two  days  they  withstood  the  Persian  ves-  sea  light  off 
sels  which  sought  to  enter  the  narrow  strait  between  ArtemUium. 
Euboea  and  the  mainland.  But  when  news  of  the  land  battle 
reached  the  Greek  admirals,  they  at  once  sailed  to  the  south  and 
anchored  near  the  island  of  Salamis  in  the  Saronic  Gulf. 

Artemisium  was  a  drawn  battle ;  Thermopylae  was  a  massacre. 
Central  Greece  lay  helpless  before  the  Persians.  Nearly  ail  its 
states  now  submitted  without  a  struggle.  Xerxes  passed  rapidly 
through  Boeotia  and  Attica,  and  reached  a  deserted  Athens.    Acting 


1  Herodotus,  viii,  26. 
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on  the  advice  of  Themistocles,  the  non-combatants  had  been 
removed  to  places  of  safety,  and  the  entire  fighting  force  of  the 
The  Per-  ^^^^  ^^^  embarked  upon  the  ships.  In  after  years 
sians  over-      the  story  went  that  the  Delphic  oracle,  whose  priests 

nin  central  f^^y  realized  the  strength  of  Xerxes,  had  foretold  how 
wxeece* 

all  Attica  would  be  destroyed,  except  its  **  wooden 

wall."     Some  timorous  spirits  thought  that  this  was  the  barricade 

about  the  Acropolis,  but  Themistocles  pointed  to  the  fleet,  his 

own  creation,  as  the  true  refuge  of  Athens,  as  the  "  wooden  wall " 

of  which  the  oracle  had  spoken.     His  fiery  eloquence  persuaded 

his  countr>'men  to  abandon  their  homes  and  to  place  all  their 

hopes  in  the  fleet.     The  policy  was  both  bold  and  wise.     Xerxes 

could  capture  the  Athenian  city,  but  the  men  of  Athens  on  the 

ships  at  Salamis  were  still  unconquered. 

The  opposing  navies  remained  very  unequal  in  size.  The  Per- 
sians had  over  six  hundred  ships,  the  Greeks  had  less  than  four 
The  Greeks  hundred.  The  Spartan  commanders  believed  that  the 
at  Salamis.  fleet  should  retreat  to  the  Isthmus  of  Corinth  and 
there  await  the  Persian  attack.  They  felt  that  in  case  of  defeat  it 
would  yet  be  possible  to  fall  back  on  the  Peloponnesus,  whereas 
at  Salamis  they  would  be  entirely  cut  off!  Themistocles,  however, 
thought  that  the  decisive  engagement  should  take  place  at  Salamis. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  smaller  Greek  fleet  could  fight  to 
better  advantage  in  the  narrow  waters  of  the  Strait  of  Salamis 
than  in  the  open  bay  of  the  isthmus,  where  the  superior  speed  and 
number  of  the  enemy's  ships  would  be  sure  to  tell  in  their  favor. 

According  to  Herodotus,  when  all  the  arguments  of  Themistocles 
failed  to  dissuade  the  admirals  from  ordering  a  retreat,  that  wily 
Stratagem  Athenian  made  use  of  a  stratagem.  He  sent  a  secret 
of  Themis-  message  to  Xerxes,  pretending  friendship  and  inform- 
tocles.  jjjg  j^-^  ^^^^  ^j^g  Greek  fleet  was  about  to  forsake  its 

position  and  effect  a  junction  of  the  land  and  naval  forces.  The 
Great  King  must  attack  at  once  if  the  prize  was  not  to  escape. 
Xerxes,  to  whom  the  betrayal  of  the  patriotic  cause  was  no  novelty, 
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believed  the  message  and  at  once  acted  upon  it.  He  determined 
to  blockade  the  Greek  ships  as  they  lay  at  anchor  within  the 
Strait  of  Satamis.  By  night  a  strong  detachment  of  the  Persian 
fleet  was  sent  to  bar  the  western  end  of  the  strait,  while  their 
main  body  took  up  a  position  across  the  eastern  channel  in  front 
of  the  Greek  forces.  When  morning  broke,  the  Greek  admirals, 
with  Persians  before  them  and  behind,  had  no  choice  but  to  fight. 


The  Bay  of  Salamis 

The  battle  of  Salamis  affords  an  interesting  example  of  naval 
tactics  in  antiquity.     The  trireme  was  regarded  as  a  missile  to  be 
hurled  with  sudden  violence  against  the  vulnerable  j^ntij^ 
parts  of  the  opposing  ship  in  order  to  sink  or  disable  Salamli, 
it     A  sea  fight  became  a  series  of  maneuvers ;  and  *^    ' 
victory  depended  more  on  the  skill  of  the  rowers  and  steersmen 
than  on  the  bravery  of  the  soldiers.    No  smoke  or  dust  hid  the 
combatants,  as  in  a  modern  battle.      Xerxes  and   his  courtiers, 
from  the  slope  of  Mount  ^galeus,  could  witness  every  movement 
of  the  rival  fleets.     The  Phcenicians  and  lonians,  whose  ships  com- 
posed the  larger  part  of  the  Persian  navy,  fought  stubbornly  under 
the  eyes  of  their  royal  master.      But  the  very  numbers  of  the 
Persians  proved  to  be  a  disadvantage ;  the  ships,  closely  crowded 
together,  could   not  navigate  properly,  and  even  wrecked  one 
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another  by  collision.  The  Greeks,  in  an  all-day  fight,  are  said  to 
have  destroyed  more  than  two  hundred  Persian  vessels ;  the  rest, 
to  avoid  capture,  fled  out  of  the  strait.  Such  was  the  victory  of 
Salamis.^ 

77.    Platsea  and  Hycale,  479  B.C. 

Salamis,  as  well  as  Marathon,  has  sometimes  been  called  a 
decisive  battle.  It  crippled  the  Persian  fleet  so  thoroughly  that 
Q^g^^^  henceforth  the  invaders  lost  command  of  the  sea. 

qaences  of  Xerxes,  in  consequence,  found  it  difficult  to  keep  his 
®*^*"**'  huge  force  supplied  with  provisions.  It  was  necessary 
to  withdraw  the  greater  number  of  soldiers  without  delay.  So 
Xerxes,  who  must  have  had  his  fill  of  fighting,  led  the  bulk  of  the 
army  back  ^to  Asia  and  left  to  Mardonius  the  glory  of  subjugating 
Greece. 

Mardonius,  with  a  strong  body  of  picked  troops,  passed  the 
winter  quietly  in  Thessaly,  preparing  for  the  coming  campaign. 
Atemptiiig  During  this  interval,  the  crafty  Persian  made  every 
offer.  effort  to  detach  the  Athenians  from  their  associates. 

He  promised  to  restore  their  city  which  Xerxes  had  ravaged,  and 
to  make  them  the  rulers  of  Greece.  It  was  a  tempting  offer,  but 
the  men  of  Athens  knew  their  duty.  ''As  long  as  the  sun  keeps 
his  present  course,"  they  proudly  answered,  "  we  will  never  join 
alliance  with  Xerxes.  Nay,  we  shall  oppose  him  unceasingly, 
trusting  in  the  aid  of  those  gods  and  heroes  whom  he  has  so  lightly 
esteemed,  whose  houses  and  whose  images  he  has  burnt  with 
fire." « 

In  spite  of  Athenian  loyalty.  Spartan  selfishness  was  once  more 
to  place  the  Greek  cause  in  jeopardy.  The  spring  of  479  B.C. 
saw  the  Persians  a  second  time  in  Attica.    The  Athenians,  dis- 

1  Modem  Greeks  still  cherish  the  memory  of  Salamis.  Even  on  the  walls  of 
bootblacking  establishments  kept  by  Greeks  in  the  United  States  one  may  see 
gayly  colored  pictures  of  the  battle  bearing  the  legend  in  classical  Greek : 

H  EN  ?AAAMINI   NAYMAXIA,  "TheseafightofSalamis." 
3  Herodotus,  viii,  143. 
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appointed  in  their  expectation  of  help  from  Sparta,  were  again 
obliged  to  abandon  their  city  to  the  enemy.     Stung  to  fury  by  this 
betrayal,  the  Athenians  at  length  intimated  that,  unless  ^^^  Greeks 
Sparta  promptly  took  the  field,  they  would  be  obliged  make  a 
to  come  to  terms  with  the  Persians.     Of  what  value,  *"*l  •"<»*• 
they  pointed  out,  would  be  the  wall  which  the  allies  were  raising 
on  the  Isthmus  of  Corinth,  if  the  Athenian  fleet  should  unite 
with  the  Persian  army.     Even  Spartan  obstinacy  could  not  resist 
this  argument    Sparta  at  last  put   forth  all  her  strength.    A 


An  Athenian  Trireme  (Reconstruction) 

Strong  force  was  placed  under  command  of  Pausanias,  serving  as 
regent  for  the  young  son  of  Leonidas.  As  the  Spartans  marched 
from  the  Peloponnesus  to  seek  Mardonius,  they  were  joined  by  the 
Athenians  and  other  allies.  The  Greeks  now  possessed  the  largest 
army  they  had  ever  put  into  the  field. 

The  opposing  forces  met  near  the  little   town  of  Plats&a  in 
Boeotia.    When  battle  was  joined,  the  heavy-armed  Greek  infantry 
made  short  work  of  the  inferior,  though  more  numer-  'J^^^^  ^f 
ous,  Persian  troops.     Mardonius  himself  fell,  and  his  Platsap 
fall  proved  the  signal  for  the  flight  of  his  troops.    The  ^'^      ' 
defeat  became  a  butchery  from  which  only  a  few  thousands  of  the 
enemy  escaped  with  their  lives.     Greece  was  at  length  rid  of  the 
Persians.^ 

1  A  memorial  of  this  victory  is  still  in  existence.  The  Greeks  set  up  at  Delphi  a 
thank-offering,  consisting  of  a  gold  tripod  upon  a  lofty  pillar  of  three  brazen  ser- 
pents. On  it  were  engraved  the  names  of  the  various  states  which  had  sent  soldiers 
to  Plataea.    The  pillar,  though  mutilated,  stands  to-day  in  Constantinople. 
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On  the  very  day  of  the  battle  of  Platsea,  so  the  story  ran,  what 
Battle  of  remained  of  the  Persian  fleet  suffered  a  crushing 
Mycale,  defeat  at  Mycale,  a  promontory  off  the  Ionian  coast. 
479  B.C.  rpj^^  battle  of  Mycale  was  the  first  step  toward  freeing 
Asiatic  Hellas  from  the  yoke  of  Persia. 

These  two  victories  so  thoroughly  destroyed  the  Persian  power 
on  sea  and  land  that  the  war  came  to  a  virtual  end.  There  was 
Results  of  ^^^^^  some  fighting  to  be  done  before  all  the  Greek 
the  two  cities  about   the  Mgeam,  the  Hellespont,   and  the 

liattles.  Euxine  could  recover  their  liberties.     But  Plataea  and 

Mycale  at  once  removed  all  danger  of  another  invasion.  Never 
again  was  Persia  to  make  a  serious  effort  to  recover  her  dominion 
over  European  Greece. 

78.   The.  Carthaginian  Invasion  of  Sicily:  Battle  of 

Himera,  480  B.C. 

While  these  stirring  events  were  taking  place  on  the  Greek  main- 
land, the  Greeks  of  Sicily  were  also  engaged  in  meeting  a  foreign 

foe,  almost  as  terrible,  perhaps,  as  the  Persian  himself. 
CartliA- 

ginian  de-  The  Phoenician  city  of  Carthage,^  by  the  opening  of 
signs  on  the  fifth  century  B.C.,  had  become  the  leading  power 
in  ,the  western  Mediterranean.  It  now  remained  for 
Carthage  to  extend  her  sway  over  the  rich  island  of  Sicily,  where 
Phoenician  colonies  had  existed  from  a  remote  period.  The 
favorable  moment  seemed  to  have  arrived  in  480  B.C.  when  Xerxes 
made  his  memorable  expedition.  The  Carthaginians  were  to  put 
forth  all  their  strength  to  overcome  the  Sicilian  Greeks  at  the  very 
time  when  the  Great  King  was  leading  the  hosts  of  Asia  against 
the  motherland.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  Persians  and 
Carthaginians  had  a  common  understanding  and  planned  to 
attack  simultaneously  their  common  enemy. 

At  this  period  all  the  Greek  Sicilian  cities  had  come  under  the 

* 

rule  of  tyrants.     The  most  splendid  and  powerful  of  these  rulers 

1  See  pages  89, 119,  13a. 
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was  Gelon  of  Syracuse.    He  made  Syracuse  the  larg-  Geion, 
est  and  strongest  city  on  the  island,  and  gradually  tyrant  of 
built  up  a  kingdom  in  southeastern  Sicily. 

It  was  this  Gelon  who  in  western  Hellas  fought  and  won  the 
battle  of  Greek  freedom.     At  Himera,  in  Sicily,  on  the  same  day 
as  Salamis,  so  it  was  believed,  the  motley  array  of  Battle  of 
Carthaginian  soldiers,  collected  from  every  region  of  Himen, 
their  wide   dominions,  went  down  in  utter  defeat.  4^^-^' 
Legend  told  how  throughout  the  battle  the  Carthaginian  leader 
had  remained  apart  from  his  host,  offering  victim  after  victim 
on  the  altar,  and  how  at  last,  when  his  army  turned  to  flee,  he 
threw  himself  into  the  flames,  a  living  sacrifice  to  the  angry  fire  god. 

The  victory  at  Himera  has  enjoyed  less  fame  in  after  times  than 
that  at  Platsea.     It  was  due  rather  to  a  tyrant's  skillful  manage- 
ment of  hired  soldiers  than  to  the  patriotic  devotion  signifiance 
of  a  liberty-loving  people.     Still,  Gelon  and  Himera  <>*  Himera. 
are  worthy  of  remembrance  as  well  as  Themistocles  and  Salamis, 
Pausanias  and  Plataea. 

79.    Victorious  Hellas 

The  Greek  victory  in  the  struggle  against  Persia  does  not  appear 
so  surprising  when  we  study  the  opposing  forces.  The  Persians 
from  the  start  showed  themselves  no  match  for  their  pgjgj^ 
foes.  The  enormous  masses  of  their  infantry,  pro-  inferiority  in 
vided,  for  the  most  part,  merely  with  bows  and  •^*"P"*"*« 
arrows,  in  hand-to-hand  fighting  could  make  little  impression 
upon  the  heavy-armed  Greek  soldiers  with  their  long  spears,  huge 
shields,  and  powerful  swords.  The  excellent  Persian  cavalry,  so 
effective  on  the  level  plains  of  Asia,  was  of  little  service  in  the 
narrow  valleys  and  mountain  passes  of  Greece.  Even  the  fleet  of 
Persia,  though  it  surpassed  that  of  the  Greeks  in  numbers,  con- 
tained few  vessels  so  large  and  well  equipped  as  the  Greek 
triremes. 

In  discipline  and  leadership,  the  advantage  lay  also  with  the 
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Greeks.  They  were  defending  their  homes,  their  families,  and 
their  gods.  The  Persian  troops,  mostly  barbarian  levies  from  all 
Persian  in-  parts  of  the  empire,  were  waging  a  spiritless  struggle 
ferioiity  in  f^^  a  despot  king.  Except  where  sheer  force  of  num- 
and  ^^  might  win,  the  Orientals  had  no  chance  against 

leadenhip.  the  athletic  and  hardy  men  led  by  Miltiades,  The- 
mistocles,  and  Pausanias.  With  a  better  general  than  the  weakling 
Xerxes,  the  Persian  multitudes  might,  perhaps,  have  gained  the 
day.  It  was  fortunate  for  the  cause  of  Hellas  that  the  Greeks  had 
not  to  face  a  Cyrus  or  a  Darius. 

This  Persian  war  was  much  more  than  a  conflict  between  two 
rival  states.  As  we  remarked  at  the  outset,  it  was  a  struggle 
Importance  between  East  and  West ;  between  Oriental  despotism 
of  the  and  Occidental  freedom.    The  struggle  formed  also 

Persian  war.  ^  turning  point  in  history.  It  marked  the  transfer 
of  political  supremacy  from  Asia  to  Europe.  Greece  became 
a  world  power  and  its  people  the  leading  race  for  nearly  three 
centuries.  Inspired  with  new  enthusiasm  and  energy,  the  men  of 
Hellas  embarked  on  that  brilliant  career,  the  events  of  which  we 
shall  chronicle  in  the  following  chapters. 

Studies 

I.  On  an  outline  map  indicate  the  principal  places  mentioned  in  this  chap- 
ter. 2.  Make  a  comparison  (arranging  your  statements  in  separate  columns) 
of  the  two  antagonists,  Persia  and  Hellas,  with  special  reference  to  (a)  terri- 
tory; (^)  population;  (r)  government;  (d)  military  power;  (f)  wealth; 
(/)  civilization.  3.  What  happened  in  490  B.C  ?  in  480  B.C.?  in479B.c.? 
4.  What  was  the  significance  of  the  Scythian  expedition  of  Darius?  5.  Com- 
ment on  the  treatment  of  the  Persian  heralds  by  the  Athenians  and 
Spartans.  6.  What  do  you  understand  by  a  "  decisive  *'  battle?  Why  has 
Marathon  been  considered  such  a  battle?  7.  Why  did  Xerxes  take  the 
longer  route  through  Thrace,  instead  of  the  shorter  route  followed  by  Datis 
and  Artaphernes?  8.  What  was  the  importance  of  the  Phoenician  fleet  in 
the  Persian  invasions?  9.  What  episodes  in  the  Persian  wars  do  little 
credit  to  Greek  patriotism?  10.  With  what  other  national  struggles  for 
freedom  may  the  Persian  wars  be  compared? 
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80.    Growth  of  Athenian  Supremacy 

The  patriotic  Greeks  under  the  pressure  of  the  Persian  attack 
had  entered  into  a  temporary  union  at  the  Congress  of  Corinth.'' 

1  See  page  199. 
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Sparta^  Athens^  and  other  allied  states  were  willing,  for  the  mo- 
ment, to  forget  their  jealousies  and  fight  valiantly  in  a  common 

—  cause.    When  all  danger  from  Persia  vanished,  it  was 

110  pomiA-  ^  ' 

nent  onion      soon  found  impossible  to  continue  a  working  system 

of  the  Greek  q£  federation.  The  ancient  hatreds  between  rival 
stntee. 

cities  arose  again  in  all  their  vigor.    Not  many  years 

after  Plataea^  xmited  Greece  split  into  discordant  halves. 

An  observer  of  the  situation  in  479  B.C.  might  have  reasoned 
that  Sparta,  not  Athens,  was  likely  to  secure  the  chief  place  in 
Position  of  Greek  affairs.  The  military  excellence  of  Sparta  was 
Sparu.  universally  admitted.    She  was  at  the  head  of  the 

powerful  Peloponnesian  League.*  Her  leadership  had  been 
recognized  throughout  the  Persian  wars.  The  Greek  world 
seemed  to  lie  at  her  feet.  But  of  all  Greek  states,  Sparta  was  the 
most  conservative.  She  could  not  rise  to  the  responsibilities  of  the 
new  position  in  which  she  found  herself.  Her  ambitions  did  not 
extend  beyond  the  Peloponnesus.  In  that  larger  life  which  was 
now  dawning  on  the  Greek  world  she  had  not,  nor  did  she  wish 
to  have,  a  part. 

The  hopes  of  Greece  lay  with  Athens.  Her  location  made  the 
city  a  natural  center  for  the  widely  scattered  Greek  communities 
Ascendancy  throughout  the  i^gean.  Her  citizens  were  energetic 
of  Athens.  and  progressive  ;  her  government  was  a  democracy ; 
her  navy  was  the  largest  in  Greece.  She  had  made  rapid  strides 
since  the  days  of  Draco  and  Solon.  In  the  eyes  of  patriotic 
Greeks,  the  Athenians  had  suffered  most  in  the  Persian  wars,  and 
had  gained  most  glory  from  their  outcome.  Herodotus  well  ex- 
presses this  feeling  when  he  calls  the  Athenians  the  saviors  of 
Greece.  "For  they  truly  held  the  scales;  and  whichever  side 
they  took  must  have  carried  the  day.  They  too  it  was  who,  when 
they  had  determined  to  maintain  the  freedom  of  Greece,  roused 
up  that  portion  of  the  Greek  nation  which  had  not  gone  over  to 
the  Medes ;  and  so,  next  to  the  gods,  they  repulsed  the  invader."* 

^  See  page  168.  '  Herodotus,  vii,  139. 
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81.    Themistocles  and  the  Revival  of  Athens 

After  the  battle  of  Plataea  the  Athenians,  with  their  wives  and 

children,  returned  to  Attica  and  began  the  restoration  of  their 

ruined  city.     Their  first  care  was  to  raise  a  wall  so  «  .  ,,_, 

^  Rebuilding 

high    and    strong  that  Athens  in  future  would  be  theAthe- 
impregnable    to   attack.    Upon    the    suggestion    of  ai^^waUs, 
Themistocles,  it  was  decided  to  include  within  the 
fortifications  a  wide  area  where  all  the  country  people,  in  case  of 
another  invasion,  could  find  a  refuge. 

Some  of  Sparta's  allies  grew  very  jealous  when  they  saw  the 
rising  walls  of  the  Athenian  city.     Fearful  lest  Athens  should 
soon  surpass  them  in  power,  they  urged  the  Spartans  ^  attemi»t 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  work.     An  embassy  was  accord-  to  stop 
ingly  sent  to  Athens  to  suggest  that,  rather  than  restore        ^<w«. 
their  walls,  the  Athenians  should  join  the  Spartans  in  removing 
the  fortifications  from  all  Greek  cities  outside  the  Peloponnesus. 
Then  a  Persian  army,  invading  Greece,  would  find  no  walled 
town  in  which  to  place  its  quarters. 

Themistocles  realized  that  in  their  defenseless  condition  the 
Athenians  could  not  openly  defy  the  wishes  of  the  Peloponnesian 
states.     So  he  persuaded  the  citizens  to  cease  working  mt.  -ji  -^ 
on  the  fortifications  while  the  envoys   remained  at  clet  out- 
Athens.     He  himself  went  to  Sparta  to  discuss  the  ^**  *^* 

Spartans, 
situation.     The  ambassadors  at  length  returned  home ; 

Themistocles  kept  the  Spartans  busy  with  negotiations;  and  the 
Athenians,  using  whatever  material  they  could  find,  toiled  night  and 
day  to  complete  the  walls.  When  they  were  of  sufficient  height  to 
resist  attack,  Themistocles  boldly  declared  the  truth,  telling  the 
Spartans  "  that  Athens  was  now  provided  with  walls  and  could  pro- 
tect her  citizens ;  henceforth,  if  they  or  their  allies  wished  at  any 
time  to  negotiate,  they  must  deal  with  the  Athenians  as  with  men  who 
knew  quite  well  what  was  for  their  own  and  the  common  good."  * 

1  Thucydldes,  i,  91.    There  are  still  in  existence  some  portions  of  this  wall. 
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It  was  not  enough  that  the  city  at  the  foot  of  the  Acropolis 
should  be  provided  with  strong  defenses.  Athens  was  now  a  naval 
iPortUlca-  power.  Her  real  strength,  as  the  Persian  wars  had 
tion  of  shown,  lay  in  her  fleet.     So  Themistocles  found  it  easy 

^'•"•*  to  persuade  his  countrymen  to  complete  the  fortifica- 

tion of  Piraeus.  A  massive  wall,  seven  miles  in  circuit,  was  raised 
about  the  harbor  on  the  land  side.  Many  thousands  of  foreign 
merchants  and  artisans  now  settled  at  the  port  of  Piraeus  and 
helped  to  make  it  a  great  center  for  manufacturing  and  trade.^ 
Athens  speedily  became  one  of  the  most  flourishing  commercial 
cities  of  the  Mediterranean. 

These  were  the  last  services  Themistocles  rendered  to  his  native 
city.     For  a  few  years  after  the  Persian  wars,  he  was  the  most  prora- 

Bxlef  poDii-  ^^^^^  ^^^  i^  Greece.  There  is  a  story  how,  when 
laxity  of  he  appeared  at  the  Olympian  games  in  476  b.c.,  the 
Themis-  people  neglected  the  contests  to  gaze  at  the  hero  all 
day  long  and  to  point  him  out  to  strangers.  On  that 
occasion,  as  he  confessed  to  a  friend,  he  reaped  in  full  measure  the 
harvest  of  his  toils  in  behalf  of  Hellas. 

But  the  popularity  of  Themistocles  did  not  endure.  A  few 
years  later  he  was  ostracized.  The  exiled  statesman  took  up  his 
Exile  and  ^^^^  in  Argos.  Then  his  Spartan  enemies  accused 
death  of         him,  unjustly,  we  may  feel  sure,  of  conspiring  with 

Themis-  Persia  against  his  native  country.  Rather  than  face 
tocles.  "^ 

the  charge,  Themistocles  fled  for  his  life.     After  many 

wanderings  he  reached  Susa,  the  Persian  capital.    The  king  (son 

of  Xerxes)  received  him  kindly  and  gave  him  the  government  of  a 

province  in  Asia  Minor.     Three  cities,  it  was  said,  were  to  supply 

his  table ;  one  was  to  furnish  bread,  a  second  wine,  a  third  meat. 

An  ancient  biographer  pictures  him  sitting  down  to  a  splendid 

meal :  "  My  children,"  exclaimed  the  exile,  "  how  much  we  should 

have   lost,    had   we  not  been  ruined  I "  *     After  the  death   of 

1  Piraeus  still  remains  the  port  of  Athens,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  an 
electric  lailway.  <  Plutarch,  TlumistocUs,  99. 


Aristides  and  the  Confederacy  of  Delos       215 

Themistocles,  the  Athenians  came  to  regret  their  ingratitude  toward 
him.  He  was  remembered  in  later  times  as  the  statesman  who 
had  done  most  to  make  Athens  greatest  among  Hellenic  cities. 

82.    Aristides  and  the  Confederacy  of  Delos 

While  the  Athenians  were  rebuilding  their  city,  important  events 
were  taking  place  in  the  ^Egean.    After  the  battle  of  Mycale  the 
Hellenic  states  in  Asia  Minor  and  on  the  islands  once  -. 
more  rose  in  revolt  against  the  Persians.     Athens  and  against 

Sparta  this  time  lent  their  aid  in  a  final  effort  to  rid  the  P*"** 

contiiinod* 
Greek  world  of  the  barbarians.  In  478  b.c.,  an  expedi- 
tion under  Pausanias  overran  the  island  of  Cyprus,  one  of  the  most 
important  Persian  strongholds,  and  then  moving  northward,  cap- 
tured Byzantium,^  a  city  which  commanded  the  entrance  to  the 
Euxine.  Although  these  successes  removed  the  immediate  danger 
of  further  attack  by  Persia,  it  was  clearly  necessary  for  all  the  Greek 
states  to  continue  in  close  alliance.  Without  the  support  of  the 
continental  Greeks,  the  Asiatic  and  ^gean  communities  would 
find  it  difficult  to  preserve  their  independence. 

It  seemed  at  this  moment  as  if  Sparta  might  have  gained  the 
headship  of  the  maritime  Greeks  and  have  formed  them  into  a 
league  like  that  of  the  Peloponnesians  on  the  mainland,  withdrawal 
But  Pausanias,*  the  Spartan  leader,  proved  to  be  un-  ^  Sparta, 
fitted  for  such  a  task.  His  arrogant  and  brutal  demeanor,  in 
striking  contrast  to  the  kindliness  and  courtesy  of  the  Athenian 
captains,  made  the  Ionian  Greeks  unwilling  to  have  any  more 
dealings  with  him.  The  lonians,  accordingly,  requested  the 
Athenians  to  take  charge  of  the  allied  fieet.  At  this  juncture 
Pausanias  was  recalled  to  Sparta  to  meet  charges  of  treasonable 
dealings  with  Persia.  A  new  admiral  was  sent  in  his  place,  but  the 
allies  preferred  Aristides.  The  Spartans  then  sailed  away  and  left 
the  Athenians  and  lonians  to  continue  the  war.     Sparta,  by  this  act^ 

>  See  page  178.  *  See  page  207, 
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gave  up  her  presidency  of  the  maritime  states  of  Greece.    She 

became,  once  more,  simply  the  head  of  the  Peloponnesian  League. 

After  the  departure  of  the  Spartans  the  allies  set  to  work  to 

organize  a  confederacy.     During  the  year  477  B.C.,  the  famous 

Formatioii      Delian  League  came  into  existence.     Its  membership 

^^^^  included  the  cities  of  Ionia  and  -^olis  which  had 

Delian 

League,  been  freed  from  Persian   rule,   as   well  as   many   of 

477  B.C.  the  island  states.  All  these  communities  looked  to 
Athens  as  their  natural  leader.  As  head  of  the  Delian  League, 
Athens  now  had  an  opportunity  of  winning  a  supremacy  in  the 
^gean  which  should  match  the  rule  of  Sparta  over  the  Pelopon- 
nesus. 

This  new  confederacy  was  the  most  promising  step  which  the 
Greeks  had  yet  made  in  the  direction  of  federal  government. 
Conatitation  ^^^  model  for  it  was  furnished  by  the  ancient  Delian 
of  the  Amphictyony.  *     Like  the  latter,  it  was  a  purely  vol- 

leagne.  untary  association.     The  larger  cities  in  its  member- 

ship agreed  to  provide  ships  and  crews  for  the  allied  fleet  The 
smaller  cities  were  to  make  their  payments  in  money.  Athenian 
officials  collected  the  revenues  and  placed  them  in  a  common 
treasury  on  the  island  of  Delos.  The  allies  evidently  intended 
to  form  a  lasting  union.  They  ratified  their  solemn  oaths  by 
sinking  heavy  lumps  of  iron  in  the  sea.  The  oaths  were  to  be 
binding  till  the  iron  should  reappear. 

Aristides  took  the  leading  part  in  the  formation  of  the  Delian 
League.  As  the  commander  of  the  Athenian  fleet  after  the 
Servicea  of  departure  of  the  Spartans,  the  lonians  had  turned 
Axiatidea.  naturally  to  him  for  protection.  He  prepared  the 
plan  of  union  just  described,  and  flxed  the  number  of  ships  and 
the  amount  of  money  that  each  state  had  to  furnish.  Aristides' 
reputation  for  honesty  and  discretion  made  the  allies  ready  to 
accept  his  arrangements  without  question.  They  remained  in 
force  for  more  than  fifty  years. 

1  See  page  164. 
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After  these   important  services  for  Athens  and  for  Greece, 
Aristides  seems  to  have  retired  into  the  background.    Younger 
statesmen  were  now  pushing  to  the  front  in  Athens,  t^  x,^  ^^ 
We  may  well  believe  that  his  closing  years  were  made  ArUtidet, 
happy  by  the  esteem  and  reverence  of  his  fellow-  '^^^ 

468  B.C. 

citizens.     Unlike  his  great  rival  Themistocles,  Aris- 
tides died  in  poverty  —  an  honorable  distinction  in  those  days 
when  few  public  men  hesitated  to  soil  their  hands  with  bribes. 
Succeeding  generations  could  furnish  no  nobler  example  of  civic 
virtue  than  Aristides  the  "  Just." 

A  very  different  fate  befell  Pausanias.     When  in  command  of 
the  allied  fleet  at  Byzantium,  he  entered  into  negotiations  with 
Xerxes  and  offered  to  betray  his  countrymen,  if  the  -  ^  ^ 
king  would  make  him  tyrant  of  Greece  and  give  him  pansaaUi, 
a  Persian  princess  in  marriage.     Rumors  of  his  at-  ^^^^ 
tempted  treachery  reached  the  Spartan  ephors,  who 
recalled  him  to  stand  trial     At  first  Pausanias  was  able  to  escape 
punishment     Later,  when  overwhelming  proof  of  his  guilt  was 
secured,  he  took  refuge  in  a  temple  of  Athena.     It  was  a  sacrilege 
to  remove  a  suppliant  from  a  temple,  so  the  ephors  walled  up 
the  doorway  and  allowed  the  traitor  to  starve  to  death.     Such 
was  the  disgraceful  end  of  a  man  whom  all  Greece  at  one  time 
had  delighted  to  honor. 

83.   Cimon  and  the  Athenian  Naval  Empire 

Among  the  new  leaders  who  came  forward  at  this  time  was 
Cimon,  son  of  the  hero  of  Marathon.^  While  yet  a  young  man 
his  gallantry  at  Salamis  gained  him  a  great  reputation, 
and  when  Aristides  introduced  him  to  public  life,  the 
citizens  welcomed  him  gladly.  He  soon  became  the  leader 
of  the  aristocratic  or  conservative  party  in  the  Athenian  city. 
Plutarch,  his  biographer,  tells  many  anecdotes  of  Cimon's  win- 
ning manners  and  lavish  generosity.     He  had  the  fences  about 

1  Sec  pages  194, 197. 
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his  gardens  pulled  down  that  his  neighbors  might  freely  enjoy 
the  fruit  He  kept  a  simple  table,  but  any  poor  townsman  was 
welcome  to  sit  at  it  with  him.  When  he  went  about  in  public, 
he  was  accompanied  by  well-dressed  slaves  who  were  to  exchange 
their  warm  tunics  for  the  threadbare  garments  of  those  who 
seemed  in  want  People  said  of  him  that  he  got  riches  only  that 
he  might  use  them,  and  used  them  only  that  he  might  obtain  dis- 

« 

tinction. 

It  was  this  Cimon  whom  the  Delian  League  now  intrusted 
with  the  war  against  Persia.  The  choice  was  fortunate,  for  Cimon 
Milltarv  ez-  ^^^  inherited  his  father's  military  genius.  No  man  did 
ploitt  of  more  than  he  to  humble  the  pride  of  Persia.  As  the 
^^""^^  outcome  of  Cimon 's  successful  campaigns,  the  southern 

coasts  of  Asia  Minor  were  added  to  the  Delian  League,  and  the 
Greek  cities  at  the  mouth  of  the  Black  Sea  were  freed  from  the 
Persian  yoke.  Thus,  with  Cimon  as  its  leader,  the  confederacy 
completed  the  liberation  of  the  Asiatic  Greeks. 

Some  years  after  these  events  the  long  struggle  between  Persia 

and  Greece  came  to  an  end.    The  Great  King  appears  to  have 

S  d  of  th       recognized  the  independence  of  the  cities  in  Asia 

Persian  Minor  and  the  ^Egean.    The  danger  to  their  polit- 

wan,  aboat  j^al  liberties  was  henceforth  to  come,  not  from  Persia, 
44S  B.C.  ' 

but  from  the  leader  of  Greece  against  Persia  —  from 

Athens  herself. 

While  the  Greeks  were  gaining  these  victories  against  the  com- 
mon foe,  the  character  of  the  Delian  League  was  being  trans- 
«  -  formed.  Many  of  the  cities,  instead  of  furnishing 
character  of    ships,  had  taken  the  easier  course  of  making  all  their 

the  Delian  contributions  in  money.  The  change  really  played 
]weaflrue. 

into  the  hands  of  Athens,  for  the  tribute  enabled  the 

Athenians  to  build  the  ships  themselves  and  add  them  to  their 

own  navy.    They  soon  had  a  fleet  powerful  enough  to  coerce  any 

city  that  failed  to  pay  its  assessments  or  tried  to  withdraw  from 

the  league. 
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It  was  not  long  before  the  Delian  cities  had  a  foretaste  of  the 
fate  in  store  for  them.    Only  a  few  years  aflei  the  union  had  been 
formed,  the  powerful  island  of  Naxos  seceded  from  ThBiugn* 
the  league.     It  was  speedily  subdued,  deprived  of  its  ■'"6J«ot  *o 
independence,  and  made  a  mere  subject  of  Athens,  ^t,^^  ' 
From  time  to  time,  other  members  of  the  confederacy  4S4  B.C. 
suffered  a  like  fate.    Athens  took  away  their  fleets,  pulled  down 
their  walls,  and  compelled  them  to  furnish  soldiers  for  her  armies. 


N  IN^RIPTION 

Soon  there  were  only  three  island  stales  which  kept  their  old  in- 
dependence. Eventually,  the  common  treasury  was  transferred 
from  Delos  to  Athens.  The  date  of  this  event  (454  b.c.)  may  be 
taken  as  marking  the  format  establishment  of  the  Athenian  Empire. 
Sparta  and  her  Peloponnesian  allies  viewed  with  growing  jeal- 
ousy this  rapid  rise  of  Athens.  As  bng,  however,  as  Cimon  re- 
mained at  the  bead  of  affairs  in  Athens,  there  was  ^  , 
litde  danger  of  a  break  with  Sparta.  He  desired  his  pouey 
city  to  keep  on  good  terms  with  her  powerful  neigh- 


should  be  mistress  on  the  mainland.     A  contest  between  them, 
Cimon  foresaw,  would  work  lasting  injury  to  all  Greece. 
The  policies  championed  by  Cimon  did  not  long  prevail,    la 
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464  B.C.,  a  terrible  earthquake  laid  Sparta  in  ruins  and  killed  many 
of  the  citizens.  The  helots  ^  judged  this  a  favorable  opportunity 
Athens  aid  ^^  recover  their  freedom,  and  everywhere  rose  in  re- 
Sparta  and     volt.     Sparta,  in  great  distress,  asked  aid  from  Athens. 

receires  a  ^^  g^g^  ^^^  Athenians  were  inclined  to  meet  the  re- 
rebun. 

quest  with  a  curt  refusal.     But  Cimon  persuaded  them 

to  send  a  body  of  troops  to  the  aid  of  Sparta.  "  We  must  not 
leave  Hellas  lame/'  he  said ;  "  we  must  not  allow  Athens  to  lose 
her  yokefellow."  *  The  Athenian  soldiers,  however,  accomplished 
little,  and  at  length  the  Spartans  ungraciously  sent  them  home. 

The  Athenians  were  deeply  offended  at  this  display  of  Spartan 
arrogance.  Cimon  naturally  received  all  the  blame,  and  the  citi- 
jj^^jjjj^  ^j  zens  showed  their  feelings  by  ostracizing  him  (46 1  B.C.). 
Cimon*s  Though  Cimon  afterwards  returned  to  his  native  city, 
influence.  j^^  never  recovered  his'great  influence  over  the  people. 
When  he  died  (449  b.c.),  the  policies  for  which  he  stood  had  been 
forever  abandoned.  New  men  and  new  measures  henceforth  pre- 
vailed in  the  Athenian  state. 

84.    Pericles 

The  ostracism  of  Cimon  deprived  the  aristocratic  or  conserva- 
tive party  of  its  most  prominent  representative.  The  democratic 
j^j^^^  or  liberal  party  now  came  into  complete  control  of 

democimtie  public  affairs.  Their  leader  and  champion  was  Peri- 
leader.  ^Ycs,  whose  personality  dominated  Athenian  politics 
for  more  than  a  generation. 

Few  ancient  Greeks  are  better  known  to  us  than  this  Athenian 
statesman.  By  birth  he  belonged  to  a  noble  and  eminent  family. 
Training  of  ^^^  mother  was  a  niece  of  the  reformer  Clisthenes  ; 
Peiides.  his  father  was  the  Athenian  commander  at  the  battle 
of  Mycale.  Pericles  received  the  best  education  in  literature,  art, 
and  philosophy  that  Athens  could  afford.  He  early  came  under 
the  influence  of  the  philosopher  Anaxagoras,  the  successor  of 

»  See  pages  168-160.  *  Plutarch,  Cimon,  16, 
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Thales,  and  the  first  Greek  thinker  to  declare  that  mind,  not 
matter,  rules  the  universe.  To  the  teachings  of  Anaxagoras,  Peri- 
cles probably  owed  his  lofty  moral  tone,  his  freedom  from  the  vul- 
gar superstitions  of  the  age,  and  the  serenity  of  temper  which  he 
displayed  throughout  a  long  and  stormy  career.  Friends  and 
enemies  alike  called  him  the  Zeus  of  Athens.^ 

The  character  of  Pericles  presented  a 
striking  contrast  to  that  of  Cimon,  his  great 
rival.     Cimon   was    a   jovial,    free-handed 
sailor,  who  sang  a  capital  song  p^rg^mj 
and  was  equally  ready  to  drink,  ttaits  of 
gossip,  or  fight.     Pericles  was  ^•'*****' 
grave,  studious,  reserved.     He  never  ap- 
peared on  the  streets  except  when  walking 
between  his  house  and  the  popular  assembly 
or  the  market  place,  kept  rigidly  away  from 
dinners  and  drinking  bouts,  and  ruled  his 
household  with  strict  economy  that  he  might 
escape  the  suspicion  of  enriching  himself 
at  the  public  expense.     He  did  not  speak 
often  before  the  people,  but  came  forward 

-  .   ,  .  J    1  .  ^       "^^  **"**  **  probably  a  good 

only  on  special  occasions;  and  the  rarity  of  copy  of  a  portrait  sutue  set  up 
his  utterances  gave  them   added  weight,  d-rinj »»»«»«"««»«»« of  Peride. 

*^  *^  on    the   Athenian  Acropolis. 

Though    a    perfectly    fiuent    orator,    we    are    The  helmet  possibly  indicates 

told  that  he  wrote  out  his  speeches  with  p^^iJ^  o  ene  e  y 
the  utmost  care  before  delivering  them. 
His  manner  on  the  platform  was  the  reverse  of  dramatic ;  scarcely 
a  gesture  or  a  movement  ru filed  the  folds  of  his  mantle.  None  of 
his  orations  have  come  down  to  us,  but  the  comic  poets  of  Athens, 
in  general  very  unfriendly  to  Pericles,  refer  with  admiration  to  his 
oratory ;  "  persuasion  sat  on  his  lips,  such  was  his  charm,''  says 
one  of  them. 


Pericles 

British  Museum,  London 


^  The  dramatist  Aristophanes  speaks  of  the  "Olympian  Pericles"  {/IcAarnians, 
530)- 
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Pericles  was  a  thorough  democrat,  but  he  used  none  of  the  arts 
of  the  demagogue.  He  scorned  to  flatter  the  populace.  His 
Leadenhip  power  over  the  people  rested  on  his  majestic  elo- 
of  Peilclei.  quence,  on  his  calm  dignity  of  demeanor,  above  all  on 
his  unselfish  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  Athens.  "  He  was  able," 
said  a  contemporary  historian,  "  to  control  the  multitude  in  a  free 
spirit ;  he  led  them  rather  than  was  led  by  them.  Not  seeking 
power  by  dishonest  arts,  he  had  no  need  to  say  pleasant  things, 
but  on  the  strength  of  his  own  high  character,  he  could  venture  to 
oppose  and  even  to  anger  them.  When  he  saw  them  unreason- 
ably elated  and  arrogant,  his  words  humbled  and  awed  them ; 
and,  when  they  were  depressed  by  groundless  fears,  he  sought  to 
arouse  their  confidence.  Thus  Athens,  though  still  in  name  a 
democracy,  was  in  fact  ruled  by  her  greatest  citizen."  ^ 

86.    The  Age  of  Pericles 

The  rule  of  the  democratic  party  under  Pericles  brought  about  a 

complete  change  in  the  foreign  relations  of  Athens.     She  gave  up 

her  association  with  Sparta,  and  entered  into  an  alii- 

between         ance  with  the  Peloponnesian  city  of  Argos,  Sparta's 

Athent  and     bitterest  foe.     It  was  part  of  the  ambitious  policy  of 
Spaxta* 

Pericles  to  build  up  a  land  empire  for  Athens,  as  pow- 
erful as  that  which  she  possessed  on  the  sea.  Athenian  interfer- 
ence in  the  affairs  of  continental  Greece  quickly  led  to  a  contest 
between  the  two  cities  and  their  allies.  It  was  the  beginning  of 
those  struggles  between  rival  states  which  have  so  large  and  so  un- 
worthy a  place  in  Greek  history. 

In  the  long  war  that  followed,  neither  Athens  nor  Sparta  won  a 
Thirt  decisive  victory.     After  much  fruitless  fighting,  both 

Yeara'  were  glad  enough  to  conclude  a  peace  which  by  its 

Truce,  terms  was  to  run  for  thirty  years.     Each  party  rec- 

ognized  the  league  of  the  other,  but  Athens  was  to 
give  up  her  possessions  on  the  mainland.     Yet,  as  Pericles  pointed 

1  Thucydides,  ii,  6$. 
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out  to  them,  their  maritime  empire  remained  intact :  "  Of  the 
two  divisions  of  the  world  accessible  to  man,  the  land  and  the  sea, 
there  is  one  of  which  you  are  absolute  masters,  and  have,  or  may 
have,  the  dominion  to  any  extent  you  please.  Neither  the  Great 
King  nor  any  nation  on  earth  can  hinder  a  navy  like  yours  from 
penetrating  wherever  you  choose  to  sail."  * 

The  period,  about  fifteen  years  in  length,  between  this  truce 
with  Sparta  and  the  outbreak  of  the  Peloponnesian  War,  is  known 
as  the  Age  of  Pericles.*  It  was  the  most  brilliant  ^^^^f 
epoch  in  Greek  history.  Under  the  guidance  of  Peridet, 
Pericles  the  Athenian  naval  empire  reached  its  widest  ♦^S"^'  *•*'• 
extent.  Through  his  direction  Athens  became  a  complete  democ- 
racy. Inspired  by  him  the  Athenians  came  to  manifest  that  love 
of  knowledge,  poetry,  art,  and  all  beautiful  things  which,  much 
more  than  their  empire  or  their  democracy,  has  made  Athens 
famous  in  the  annals  of  history.  The  Age  of  Pericles  affords, 
therefore,  a  convenient  opportunity  to  set  forth  the  leading  fea- 
tures of  Athenian  civilization  in  the  days  of  its  greatest  glory. 

86.    Athenian  Imperialism 

If  Pericles  failed  in  his  efforts  to  establish  the  rule  of  his  city  in 
continental  Greece,  he    found  compensation  in  the  subject 
splendid  maritime  possessions  over  which  Athens  pre-  citlei  of 
sided.     More  than  two  hundred  towns  and  cities  were  ^*°•°•• 
enrolled  as  members  of  the  Athenian  Empire. 

The  subjects  of  Athens,  in  return  for  the  protection  that  she  gave 
them  against  Persia,  had  many  obligations.     They  paid  an  annual 
tribute  and  furnished  soldiers  in  time  of  war.     In  all  dj^rncter  of 
legal  cases  of  importance,  the  citizens  had  to  go  to  Athenian 
Athens  for  trial  by  Athenian  courts.     The  Delian  com- 
munities,  in  some  instances,  were  forced  to  endure  the  presence 

1  Thucydides,  ii,  62. 

3  In  a  wider  sense  the  Age  of  Pericles  may  be  taken  to  include  the  entire  period 
from  the  ostracism  of  Cimon  to  the  death  of  Pericles  (461-429  B.C.)- 
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of  Athenian  garrisons  and  officers.  To  the  Greeks  at  large, 
all  this  seemed  nothing  less  than  high-handed  tyranny.  Athens, 
men  felt,  had  built  up  an  empire  on  the  ruins  of  Hellenic  liberty. 

Besides  the  subject  communities,  the  empire  included  many 
settlements,  called  cleruchies,  in  Thrace  and  other  outlying  regions 
Dependent  ^^  '^^  -^gean.  The  cleruchies,  unlike  most  Greek 
colonies,  or  colonies,^  were  not  independent  of  the  mother  state, 
clemchiee.  jj^^  settlers  kept  their  Athenian  citizenship  and  their 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  Athens.  By  establishing  these  colonies, 
Pericles  relieved  the  pressure  of  population  at  home  and  provided 
what  were,  in  effect,  so  many  Athenian  garrisons  among  restless 
subjects  abroad. 

Athens  had  also  a  number  of  allies  in  different  parts  of  the 
Mediterranean.  She  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  the  kings  of 
Thessaly  and  Thrace.  She  was  in  close  touch  with  the 
cities  on  the  northern  shore  of  the  Euxine,  whence 
she  drew  the  supplies  of  wheat  necessary  to  support  the  people 
of  Attica.  In  the  West,  she  had  relations  with  the  cities  of  south- 
ern Italy  and  Sicily.  The  influence  of  Athens,  at  the  time  of  her 
greatest  power,  was  felt  throughout  the  Hellenic  world. 

Yet,  from  the  start,  the  empire  was  doomed  to  failure.  It  rested 
upon  force  —  upon  the  forced  submission  of  its  members  to  the 
WeakneM  ™ig^t  of  Athens.  Its  organization,  therefore,  ran 
of  AthenUn  counter  to  Greek  feelings  and  prejudices.  Hitherto 
imperiaUem.  ^^  Greeks  had  known  only  the  city-state  with  its 
traditions  of  independence  and  local  self-government.  In  the  rule 
of  Athens  over  the  Delian  communities,  they  saw  the  relations  of 
master  and  slave.  No  wonder,  then,  that  the  dominion  of  Athens 
rested  on  unsubstantial  foundations.  Once  the  imperial  city 
should  be  weakened  by  conflicts  from  within  or  attacked  by  outside 
foes,  the  subject  cities  would  speedily  fall  away  and  resume  their 
independence. 

1  See  page  176. 
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87.    Athenian  Democracy 

In  her  relations  with  her  subject  cities,  the  Athens  of  Pericles 
was  a  real  empire.  But  the  Athenian  citizens  themselves  were 
members  of  a  state  more  democratic  than  any  other  j^^^j^  ^  ^^ 
that  has  existed,  before  or  since,  in  the  history  of  the  people  at 
world.  They  had  now  learned  how  unjust  was  the  ^**'•"•• 
rule  of  a  tyrant  or  of  a  privileged  class  of  nobles.  They  tried,  in- 
stead, to  afford  every  one  an  opportunity  to  make  the  laws,  to  hold 
office,  and  to  administer  justice.  Hence  the  Athenian  popular 
assembly  and  law  courts  were  open  to  all  respectable  citizens.  The 
offices,  also,  were  made  very  numerous  —  fourteen  hundred  all 
together — so  that  they  might  be  distributed  as  widely  as  possible. 
Most  of  them  were  annual,  and  some  could  not  be  held  twice  by 
the  same  person.  Election  to  office  was  usually  by  lot.  Black 
and  white  beans  were  put  into  a  vessel  and  drawn  out  singly,  and 
the  person  who  drew  a  white  bean  received  the  position.  This 
arrangement  did  away  with  favoritism  and  gave  the  poor  man  just 
as  good  a  chance  as  the  man  of  wealth  or  noble  birth. 

The  Athenians  had  no  president  or  prime  minister.     They  did 
have,  however,  a  sort  of  senate,  called  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred. 
The  members  were  chosen  every  year  by  lot  from  the  co„ncii  <yf 
whole  body  of  citizens  over  thirty  years  of  age.     It  Five 
was  their  duty  to  prepare  all  business  to  be  laid  before  ^"°*"*- 
the  popular  assembly.     No  proposal  could  be  submitted  to  the 
people  for  their  decision  which  had  not  been  previously  discussed 
by  the  Council.     We.  may,  therefore,  consider  this  body  as  a  large 
standing  committee  of  the  popular  assembly. 

The  center  of  Athenian  democracy  was    the   Assembly,  or 
Ekrclesia.     Its    membership    included    every    citizen    who    had 
reached  twenty  years  of  age.     Rarely,  however,  did  xhe 
the  attendance  number  more  than  five  thousand,  since  Attembly. 
most  of  the  citizens  lived  outside  the  walls  in  the  country  districts 
of  Attica.    There  were  forty  regular  meetings  each  year. 
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Early  in  the  morning  of  an  Assembly  day  the  citizens  began  to 
hasten  to  the  place  of  meeting,  which,  in  this  century,  was  the 
Procedure  ^'^^  called  the  Pnyx.  Seating  themselves  as  best  they 
in  the  could,  the  people  first  listened  to  a  herald  who  solemnly 

Assembly,  cursed  all  who  might  speak  with  treasonable  or  corrupt 
motives.  If  there  was  no  thunderstorm,  or  earthquake,  or  eclipse, 
or  any  other  bad  omen,  the  business  of  the  Assembly  began.  The 
herald  read  a  proposal  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  and  then 
asked  if  the  Assembly  wished  to  accept  it  without  question  or  to 
engage  in  debate.  If  a  debate  was  called  for,  any  person  could 
come  forward  and  address  the  meeting. 

A  speaker  before  the  Assembly  faced  a  difficult  audience.  It 
was  ready  to  yell  its  disapproval  of  his  advice,  to  mock  him  if  he 
Debates  mispronounced  a  word,  or  to  drown  his  voice  with 

in  the  shouts  and  whistles.     Naturally,  the  debates  became  a 

Assembly,  training  school  for  orators.  No  one  could  make  his 
mark  in  the  Assembly  who  was  not  a  clear  and  interesting  speaker. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  man  who  had  the  gift  of  eloquence  might 
easily  win  fame  and  power  as  a  popular  leader.  He  became  ''  the 
master  of  the  stone  on  the  Pnyx." 

At  the  close  of  the  debate,  the  Assembly  decided  to  accept  the 
proposal  by  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  without  change,  or  to 
Authority  amend  it,  or  to  reject  it.  Voting  was  by  show  of  hands, 
of  the  except  in  cases  affecting  individuals,  such  as  ostracism, 

Assembly.      ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^3^^^  ^^g  ^^^^^     Whatever  the  decision  of 

the  Assembly,  it  was  final.  This  great  popular  gathering  settled 
questions  of  war  and  peace,  sent  out  military  and  naval  expedi* 
tions,  voted  public  expenditures,  and  had  general  control  over  the 
affairs  of  Athens  and  the  empire. 

The  Assembly  was  assisted  in  the  conduct  of  public  business  by 
many  officers  and  magistrates,  among  whom  the  Ten  Generals  held 
The  Ten  the  leading  place.  They  carried  on  the  government. 
Generals.  It  was  their  business  to  guide  the  deliberations  of  the 
Assembly,  and  to  execute  the  orders  of  that  body.     In  the  interval 


Athenian  Democracy  227 

between  meetings  of  the  Assembly,  their  authority  was  well-nigh 
absolute.  Since  their  duties  required  special  knowledge,  the 
generals  were  not  chosen  by  lot,  but  by  election  from  the  entire 
body  of  citizens.  As  a  safeguard  against  abuse  of  power,  they  held 
office  for  only  a  year.  Sometimes,  however,  it  happened  that 
specially  competent  generals  were  reelected  for  several  terms. 
The  people  showed  their  appreciation  of  Pericles  by  choosing  him 
to  the  office  sixteen  years  in  succession. 


Showi  Ihe  bema,  or  pUrfbim,  from  which  anion  addreuHl  the  uicoibled  cilimi. 

The  democratic  system  at  Athens  included  another  important 
institution  in  the  popular  jury  courts.  These  were  composed  of 
ordinary  citizens  selected  by  lot  from  the  candidates  PapaiaT 
who  presented  themselves.  The  number  of  jurors  jun"  conrti. 
varied  ;  as  many  as  a  thousand  might  serve  at  an  important  trial. 
A  court  was  both  judge  and  jury ;  it  decided  by  majority  vote ; 
and  from  its  decision  there  lay  no  appeal.  Before  these  popular 
juries  public  officers  accused  of  wrong-doing  were  tried;  disputes 
between  different  cities  of  the  empire  and  other  important  cases 
were  settled ;  and  all  ordinary  legal  business  affecting  the  Athe- 
nians themselves  was  transacted.  Thus,  even  in  matters  of  law, 
the  Athenian  government  was  completely  democratic. 
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Democracy,  then,  reached  its  height  in  ancient  Athens.  The 
Athens  people  governed,  and  they  governed  directly.     Every 

a  direct  citizen  had  some  active  part  in  the  management  of  the 

**°"*^*^y'  state.  It  has  been  well  said  of  these  Athenians  that 
politics  was  their  chief  business  and  officeholding  their  regular 
occupation. 

Such  a  system  worked  well  in  the  conduct  of  a  small  city-state 
like  Athens.  The  average  Athenian  during  the  fifth  and  fourth 
Strength        centuries  B.C.  received  a  political  training  of  a  very 

and  weak-      j^-gj^  order.     Athens  was  the  best-governed  city  in  the 

nets  of  the 

Athenian        Greek  world.     But  if  the  Athenians  could  rule  them- 

democxacy.     selves,  they  proved  unable  to  rule  an  empire.     There 

was  no  such  thing  as  representation  in  their  constitution.     The 

subject  cities  had  no  one  to  speak  for  them  in  the  Assembly  or 

before  the  jury  courts.     The  Athenian  citizens  on  the  Pnyx  were 

the  real  masters  of  the  empire.     We  shall  find  the  same  absence 

of  a  representative  system  in  republican  Rome. 

88.    Commercial  and  Industrial  Athens 

Athens,  at  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century  b.c.,  was  the  metrop- 
olis of  Hellas.  Judged  by  modern  standards,  the  city  was  not 
Population  large.  The  total  free  population  in  all  Attica,  includ- 
of  Athens,  ing  some  fifteen  thousand  foreigners  settled  at  Piraeus, 
probably  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  souls. 
How,  we  may  ask,  were  these  people  supported,  and  how  did 
each  citizen  manage  to  make  a  living  for  himself  and  his  family? 

At  Athens,  as  in  many  another  Greek  town,  it  was  not  consid- 
ered very  becoming  for  a  citizen  to  engage  directly  in  either 
System  of  trade  or  industry.  To  spend  all  one's  time  and 
state  pay.  energy  in  mere  money-making  was  felt  to  be  dishon- 
orable for  a  free-bom  Greek.  Trade,  said  the  philosophers,  in- 
jures the  body,  enfeebles  the  mind,  and  leaves  no  leisure  to  engage 
in  public  affairs.  Many  Athenians  were  relieved  from  the  neces- 
sity of  working  for  themselves  through  the  system  of  state  pay 
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introduced  by  Pericles.  Councilors,  jurors,  soldiers,  and  sailors 
received  pay  for  their  services.  Later,  in  the  fourth  century, 
citizens  accepted  fees  for  attending  the  Assembly.  The  payments, 
though  smaH,  were  enough  to  enable  the  poorer  men  to  devote 
their  time  to  public  duties.  In  the  days  of  Pericles,  over  one 
half  of  the  citizen  body  was  constantly  on  the  rolls  of  the  state. 

This  system  of  state  pay  did  not  free  all  Athenian  citizens  from 
the  necessity  of  working  with  their  hands.  Rural  Asricultond 
Attica  held  thousands  of  peasants  whose  daily  duties  l*l><M»rs. 
gave  them  scant  opportunity  to  mingle  in  the  exciting  game 
of  politics  as  played  in  the  capital  city.  Their  little  farms 
produced  the  olives,  grapes,  and  figs  for  which  Attica  was  cele- 
brated. On  the  large  estates,  owned  by  wealthy  men,  the  labor 
was  mostly  performed  by  slaves.  It  was  the  slaves,  also,  who 
worked  in  the  mines  and  quarries,  and  served  as  oarsmen  on  the 
ships. 

As  Athens  grew  in  wealth,  the  needs  of  her  people  could  no 
longer  be  satisfied  by  simple  household  industries.  The  city 
gradually  became  an  important  manufacturing  center.  Handi- 
A  great  number  of  industries  sprang  up.  There  were  craftsmen, 
many  different  craftsmen — cloth  makers,  tanners,  shoemakers, 
jewelers,  cabinet  makers,  builders,  masons,  potters,  and  armorers. 
Indeed,  Athens  in  the  Age  of  Pericles  presented  a  picture  of 
wide  and  varied  industry. 

The  average  rate  of  wages  was  very  low.  In  spite  of  cheap 
food  and  modest  requirements  for  clothing  and  shelter,  it  must 
have  been  difficult  for  the  laborer  to  keep  body  and 
soul  together.*  Somewhat  better  rewards  were  re- 
ceived by  professional  men.  Artists,  musicians,  and  popular 
actors,  as  well  as  physicians  and  teachers  of  the  better  class,  were 
often  well  recompensed. 

1  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  purchasing  power  of  money  was 
much  greater  in  ancient  than  in  modem  times.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the 
annual  expenses  of  an  Athenian  family  of  four  persons,  for  food,  clothing,  and 
shelter,  averaged  less  than  one  hundred  dollars. 
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Athens,  during  the  Age  of  Pericles,  distanced  Corinth  in  the 
race  for  supremacy  on  the  sea.  The  Athenian  city  was  now  the 
Commerce*  c^^ief  center  of  Greek  commerce.  "The  fruits  of 
imports  and  the  whole  earth,"  said  Pericles,  "  flow  in  upon  us ; 
exports.         g^  ^j^^^  ^g   enjoy  the   goods  of  other  countries  as 

freely  as  of  our  own."^  Exports  of  wine  and  olive  oil,  pottery, 
metal  wares,  and  objects  of  art  were  sent  out  from  Piraeus  to 
every  region  of  the  Mediterranean.  The  imports  from  the  Euxine 
region,  Thrace,  and  the  -^gean  included  such  commodities  as 
salt,  dried  fish,  wool,  timber,  hides,  and,  above  all,  great  quan- 
tities of  wheat  Very  much  as  modern  England,  Athens  was 
able  to  feed  all  her  people  only  by  bringing  in  food  from  abroad.* 

89.    Artistic  and  Intellectual  Athens 

Under  Themistocles,  as  we  have  seen,  Athens  had  been  rebuilt, 
the  fortifications  restored,  and  the  harbor  of  Piraeus  constructed. 
The  Long  Under  Cimon  and  Pericles,  the  celebrated  Long 
Walls.  Walls'  were  completed  between  Athens  and  Piraeus. 

They  ran  parallel  to  each  other,  but  far  enough  apart  to  inclose  a 
wide  road  along  which  troops  and  supplies  could  be  brought  from 
the  port  to  the  city.  Henceforth  the  Athenians  were  secure  from 
attack  as  long  as  their  navy  ruled  the  ^gean. 

And  now,  in  the  days  of  her  prosperity,  Athens  began  to  make 
herself,  not  only  a  strong,  but  also  a  beautiful,  city.*  Even  in  their 
ruins  the  stately  edifices  which  rose  on  the  Acropolis  have  excited 

1  Thucydides,  ii,  38. 

2  The  commercial  importance  of  Athens  is  indicated  by  the  general  adoption  of 
her  monetary  standard  by  the  other  Greek  states.  Most  Athenian  coins  were  of 
silver.  One  of  the  smallest  was  the  obolus,  worth  about  3  cents.  Higher  denomi- 
nations were  the  following : 

6  obols  =  I  drachma, 
100  drachmas  =  i  mina, 
60  minas  =  i  talent. 
The  talent,  it  should  be  noted,  was  a  weight  of  silver,  not  an  actual  coin.    (For 
Illustrations  of  Greek  coins,  see  the  frontispiece.) 
8  See  the  map,  page  203. 
*  For  a  description  of  ancient  Athens,  see  pages  623-63 t. 
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the  envy  and  wonder  of  all  succeeding  generations.  Some  of  the 
funds  for  these  public  works  were  taken  by  the  Athenians  from 
the  treasury  of  the  Dclian  League.  The  allies  com-  Athana  u 
plained  that  Athens  used  their  contributions  to  adorn  "*  (antw. 
herself  "like  a  vain  woman,  with  precious  stones  and  statues  and 
temples,  which  cost  a  mint  of  money." '  Their  complaint  was 
just  —  hut  lovers  of  Greek  art  will  never  regret  the  expenditure. 


During  the  Age  of  Pericles,  Athens  was  also  the  chief  center  of 
the  intellectual  life  of  Greece.  In  no  other  period  of  similar 
length  have  so  many  admirable  books  been  pro-  Athena  m 
duced.  No  other  epoch  has  given  birth  to  so  many  igtellMtaal 
men  of  such  varied  and  delightful  genius.  The  great-  ""'"■ 
est  poets,  historians,  and  philosophers  of  Greece  were  Athenians, 
either  by  birth  or  training.' 

The  best  description  of  Athens  at  this  time  is  found  in  the 
words  of  Pericles  himself.     "  Our  city,"  he  said,  "  is  equally  ad- 
mirable in  peace  and  in  war.     We  are  lovers  of  the  ihg  ••  acbod 
beautifiil,  yet  simple  in  our  tastes,  and  we  cultivate  the  "^  H«ii««-" 
mind  without  loss  of  manliness.     Wealth  we  employ,  not  for  talk 

I  Plulareh,  PtrUUs,  13.  "  Sic  pagis  itB-as?, 
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and  ostentation,  but  when  there  is  a  real  use  for  it.  To  acknowl* 
edge  poverty  with  us  is  no  disgrace ;  the  true  disgrace  is  in  doing 
nothing  to  avoid  it.  An  Athenian  citizen  does  not  neglect  the 
state  because  he  takes  care  of  his  own  household ;  and  even  those 
of  us  who  are  engaged  in  business  have  a  very  fair  idea  of  politics. 
We  alone  regard  a  man  who  shows  no  interest  in  public  affairs,  not 
as  a  harmless,  but  as  a  useless,  character.  If  few  of  us  are  origi- 
nators, we  are  all  sound  judges,  of  a  policy.  ...  In  short, 
Athens  is  the  school  of  Hellas."  ^ 

Although  Athens  represents  for  us  the  finest  fruits  of  Hellenic 
Defects  in  culture,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  even  this  noble 
Athenian  city  exhibited  some  of  the  defects  which  characterized 
ciyiUiation.     ^^^^y  ^^^^  ^f  ancient  Greece. 

Athenian  civilization  owed  much  to  the  existence  of  slavery. 

There  were  probably  one  hundred  thousand  slaves  in  Athens  at 

this  period.  Their  number  was  so  great  and  their 
olayery* 

labor  so  cheap  that  we  may  think  of  them  as  taking 
the  place  of  modern  machines.  The  system  of  slavery  enabled 
many  an  Athenian  to  lead  a  life  of  leisure,  but  it  lowered  the 
dignity  of  labor  and  tended  to  prevent  the  rise  of  the  poorer  citi- 
zens to  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust  In  Greece,  as  in  the 
Orient,*  slavery  cast  its  blight  over  all  industrial  society. 

The  Athenian  state,  besides  being  a  slaveholding  democracy, 
was  further  narrowly  limited  by  the  exclusion  of  foreigners  from 
Ezclusion  of  citizenship.  The  law  restricted  the  franchise  to  the 
foreigners,  sons  of  Athenian  fathers  and  of  Athenian  rtiothers. 
Though  many  thousands  of  foreign  merchants  and  artisans  had 
been  attracted  to  Piraeus,  they  took  no  real  part  in  the  life  of 
Athens.  They  could  not  vote,  they  could  not  buy  land  in  Attica, 
they  could  not  legally  marry  Athenian  wives.  This  jealous  attitude 
toward  foreigners  may  be  contrasted  with  the  liberal  policy  of 
countries  such  as  our  own  in  naturalizing  immigrants. 

Serious  as  were  the  defects  in  Athenian  society,  they  should  not 

1  Thucydides,  ii,  39-41.  ^  See  pages  80-81, 
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Uiod  us  to  the  splendid  contributions  which  this  single  city  has 
made  to  civilization.     It  is  because  Athens  stood  for  so  much  that 
we  can  keenly  realize  how  great  was  the  loss  to  the  g^      ,^ 
world  when  she  was  overcome  by  Sparta  and  com-  dbmoI 
pelled  to  abandon  her  high  position.     And  now,  as  we  ***""•■ 
proceed  to  relate  the  story  of  the  conflict  between  those  two  states, 
we  may  take  with  us  those  proud 
words  of  the  historian  Tbucydides, 
himself  an    Athenian   of   Pericles' 
time :  "  Let  both  towns  be  destroyed, 
and  the  rbere  debris  of  the  monu- 
ments and   temples  of  Athens  will 
reveal  a  glorious  city;  the  ruins  of 
Sparta  will  be  only  those  of  a  large 
village." ' 

90.   The  Rivals  :    Athens  and 
Sparta 

Before  the  Thirty  Years'  Truce' 
had  run  out  half  its  allotted  course, 
the  two  leading  powers  in  the  Hel- 
lenic world  renewed  their  3,^^,,^       the  ■■  mourning  Athena- 
conflict     In  comparison  of  th«  Acnpoiii  MuKum.  Athcu 

with  the  gigantic  struggle    P^loPO"-  Aubl=lofPen«licin»A1i,    Alhnu, 

.g.i,„t  p.™.,  thi,  „e.  ""^''"-  i^;f4.:»^^'„T,t„".rz.f' 

war  between  the  Athenians  and  the 

Peloponnesians  was  a  petty  affair,  and  most  of  its  battles  were 
hardly  more  than  insignificant  skirmishes.  Its  importance,  how- 
ever, does  not  depend  on  the  size  of  the  contending  armies  or  of 
the  rival  states.  The  theme  of  the  Pcloponnesian  War  is  the  de- 
cline and  fall  of  the  Athenian  Empire.  With  the  downfall  of 
Athens,  the  political  greatness  of  Greece  passed  away. 

The  Peloponnesian  War  appears  at  first  sight  utterly  needless 
>  Thucjfdides,  i,  lo.  ■  See  page  aaa. 
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and  unjustifiable.  It  would  seem  that  Athens  and  Sparta,  the  one 
supreme  upon  the  sea,  the  other  mistress  of  the  Peloponnesus, 
loeyitabie-  naight  have  avoided  a  struggle  which  was  sure  to  be 
ness  of  the  long  and  costly  and  certain  to  end  in  the  ruin  of  one 
^*'*  or  both  of  the  combatants.     But  Greek  cities  were 

always  ready  to  fight  one  another.  When  Athens  and  Sparta 
found  themselves  rivals  for  the  leadership  of  Greece,  it  was  easy 
for  the  smoldering  fires  of  distrust  and  jealousy  to  flame  forth 
into  open  conflict.  In  the  depth  of  his  heart  well-nigh  every 
Spartan  felt  a  grudge  against  Athens  for  having  built  up  an  empire 
that  overshadowed  the  Peloponnesian  League.  "And  at  that 
time,"  says  the  historian  who  described  the  struggle,  "  the  youth 
of  Sparta  and  the  youth  of  Athens  were  numerous;  they  had 
never  seen  war,  and  were  therefore  very  willing  to  take  up  arras."  * 

The  conflict  was  brought  on  by  Corinth,  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Peloponnesian  League,  and,  next  to  Athens,  the 
Origin  of  Tdo^i  important  commercial  power  in  Greece.  She 
the  war.  had  already  seen  her  once  profitable  trade  in  the 
^gean  monopolized  by  Athens.  That  energetic  city  was  now 
reaching  out  for  Corinthian  commerce  in  Italian  and  Sicilian 
waters.  When  the  Athenians  went  so  far  as  to  interfere  in  a 
quarrel  between  Corinth  and  her  colony  of  Corey ra,*  even  allying 
themselves  with  the  latter  city,  the  Corinthians  felt  justly  resentful. 
They  complained  that  Athens  had  broken  the  terms  of  the  Thirty 
Years'  Truce,  and  appealed  to  Sparta  for  aid.  The  Spartan 
assembly,  by  a  large  majority,  voted  for  war.  The  council  of 
the  Peloponnesian  League,  meeting  at  Sparta,  quickly  ratified 
this  action.  With  the  apparent  approval  of  the  Delphic  oracle, 
which  assured  the  Spartans  "  that  they  would  conquer  if  they 
fought  with  all  their  might,"  •  the  struggle  began. 

The  two  antagonists  were  fairly  matched.  The  one  was  strong 
where  the  other  was  weak.  Sparta,  mainly  a  continental  power, 
commanded  all  the  Peloponnesian  states  except  Argos  and  Achsea, 

1  Thucydides,  ii,  8.  a  See  page  127.  »  Thucydidcs,  i,  118. 
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besides  Megaris,  Boeotia,  and  some  of  the  smaller  states  of  central 
Greece.     Athens,  mainly  a  maritime  power,  commanded  all  the 
subject  cities  of  the  ^gean.    The  Spartans  possessed  Resources 
the  most  formidable  army  then  in  the  world,  but  had  of  the 
little  money  and  few  ships.    The  Athenians  possessed  co"***^**''*'' 
a  magnificent  navy,  an  overflowing  treasury,  and  a  city  impreg- 
nable   to    direct    attack.     If 
Athens  could  not  face  Sparta 
in  the  field  on  equal  terms, 
neither  could  Sparta  do  much 
damage  to  Athens  or  her  sub- 
jects.    For  these  reasons  the 
policy  of  Pericles  was  to  play 
a    waiting    game.    The    war 
should   become  a  matter  of 
endurance.     The    Athenians, 
with  their  large  revenues  and 
profitable    commerce,    could 
support  indefinitely  the  cost  of 

a  struggle  which  sooner  or  later  must  wear  out  their  foe.  The  policy 
was  wise.     But  for  unforeseen  events,  it  would  have  won  success. 

91.    The  Peloponnesian  War  to  the  Sicilian  Expedition, 

431-415  B.C. 

The  war  began  in  431  B.C.  and  continued  with  some  intermissions 
for  twenty-seven  years.     The  Athenians  followed  at  first  the  advice 
of  Pericles,  and  avoided  a  conflict  in  the  open  field  ^ariv  cliar- 
with  the  Peloponnesian  forces.     Every  year  the  Spartan  acter  of 
kings  led  their  troops  into  Attica,  burning  houses  and        ^"' 
destroying  crops,  but  striking  no  vital  blow  at  their  enemies. 

The  struggle  had  not  been  long  under  way  before  the  Athenians 
were  terribly  crippled  by  a  plague  which  broke  out  among  the 
refugees  crowded  behind  the  Long  Walls.  The  pestilence  spread 
like  wildfire  and  slew  at  least  one  fourth  of  the  inhabitants  of 
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Athens.  Pericles,  the  guiding  spirit  of  the  defense,  himself  fell  ilL 
The  disease  had  already  carried  off  his  sister  and  his  two  sons : 
-.  .  .  and  the  old  man's  spirit  was  utterly  broken.  On  his 
death  of  deathbed,  when  the  friends  about  him  were  telling  his 
Pericles,  iQ^g  jq[\  ^f  glorious  deeds,  he  roused  himself  from  the 
Stupor  into  which  he  had  fallen  to  remind  them  of  his 
fairest  title  to  honor :  "  No  Athenian  ever  put  on  mourning  for 
any  act  of  mine."  ^ 

The  passing  of  Pericles  brought  new  leaders  to  the  front  in  the 
Athenian  city.  Such  an  one  was  Cleon,  the  leather  merchant,  in 
New  leaders  ^^^^^^rs  coarse,  in  speech  violent,  but  a  most  effective 
in  Athens;  orator.  He  was  no  aristocrat,  like  Aristides,  Cimon, 
^^^'  and  Pericles,  but  a  self-made  man,  who  won  his  way  to 

the  leadership  of  the  Assembly  by  sheer  cleverness  and  industry. 
Cleon  thus  stands  as  a  good  type  of  the  politicians  produced  by 
the  Athenian  democracy. 

Not  long  after  the  terrible  plague,  the  people  of  Athens  were 
stunned  by  news  of  the  revolt  of  Mytilene.  This  city,  on  the 
Revolt  of  island  of  Lesbos,  was  one  of  the  most  important  mem- 
Mytilene,  bers  of  the  Athenian  Empire.  The  Athenians  made 
^^^""^  •  desperate  efforts  to  reconquer  the  place.  They 
feared  lest  all  the  ^Egean  cities  should  follow  the  example  of 
Mytilene.  When  the  revolt  was  at  last  subdued,  the  fate  of  the 
city  came  before  the  Assembly  for  decision.  On  Cleon's  advice 
the  Athenians  voted  to  put  to  death  all  the  adult  males  of  Mytilene 
— more  than  six  thousand  persons.  A  trireme  was  accordingly 
dispatched  with  this  order  to  the  Athenian  admiral.  On  the  next 
day,  feelings  of  pity,  and  perhaps  of  prudence,  led  the  citizens 
to  reconsider  their  action.  A  second  vessel  was  hastily  fitted  out, 
and  the  oarsmen  were  urged  to  overtake  the  former  ship  by  the 
promise  of  rich  rewards.  It  sped  across  the  JEgean  and  sailed 
into  the  harbor  of  Mytilene  just  in  time  to  stay  the  execution  of 
the  barbarous  decree.      Still,  the  Athenian  revenge  was  cruel 

>  Plutarch,  Pericles,  37. 
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enough.  The  ringleaders  were  slain,  the  city  walls  thrown  down, 
and  much  of  the  territory  divided  among  Athenian  colonists. 
This  episode  illustrates  how  difficult  it  was  for  the  Assembly  to 
act  justly  and  wisely  in  the  management  of  dependencies. 

The  Spartans  showed  as  little  mercy  toward  their  foes.     When 
they  captured  Platsea,  an  Athenian  ally,  they  put  all  the  men  to 
the  sword,  sold  the  women  as  slaves,  and  turned  the  p^^^  ^ 
site  of  the  place  into  pastures.    Such  was  the  end  of  PlataDa, 
a  city  which  the  Greeks  had  agreed  to  hold  sacred,  in  4^7  B.C. 
the  memory  of  the  deliverance  from  Persia  once  wrought  there. 

This  wicked  struggle  between  two  states,  which,  instead  of 
fighting,  ought  to  have  joined  hands  for  the  uplift  of  Hellas,  prom- 
ised to  last  indefinitely.  A  turning  point  came  when  ^^^^  ^ 
the  Spartans  made  an  expedition  by  land  against  the  Nicias, 
Athenian  possessions  in  Thrace.  Some  of  the  subject  ^^ 
cities  in  that  region  were  induced  to  revolt,  and  Athens  was  threat, 
ened  with  the  loss  of  all  her  rich  tributaries  in  Thrace  and  Chalcidice. 
When  Cleon,  less  successful  as  a  general  than  as  a  politician,  tried 
to  dislodge  the  invaders,  he  was  defeated  and  killed.  In  the  same 
battle  the  Spartans  lost  Brasidas,  their  able  commander.  Both 
sides  were  now  weary  of  the  war.  At  length  an  Athenian  states- 
man, named  Nicias,  arranged  a  treaty  with  Sparta.  Each  party 
agreed  to  give  up  to  the  other  all  prisoners  and  captured  places. 
According  to  the  curious  Greek  custom  which  recognized  war  as 
the  normal  condition  between  states,  the  peace  was  limited  to  half 
a  century. 

92.    Alcibiades  and  the  Sicilian  Expedition,  415-413  B.C. 

During  the  years  following  the  Peace  of  Nicias,  a  new  leader 
arose  in  Athens.     This  was  Alcibiades.     He  belonged  to  one  of 
the    noblest    families    of    Athens,    possessed    great 
wealth,  and  was  a  near  kinsman  of  Pericles.     To 
these  advantages  for  entering  public  life,  he  added  an  engaging 
personality  and  a  gift  for  eloquence.     Nature  had  endowed  him 
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with  many  talents,  but  he  used  them  ill.  While  yet  a  youth, 
Alcibiades  became  notorious  for  his  love  of  ostentation  and  dis- 
solute ways.  He  lived  in  the  utmost  luxury,  ate  and  drank  to  ex- 
cess,  and  trailed  about  Athens  in  long  purple  robes  hke  a  woman. 
His  handsome  person  and  ready  wit  madp  him  the  idol  of  the  young 
Athenian  aristocrats.  With  the  masses,  too,  he  was  immensely 
popular.  They  laughed  at  his  pranks  and  allowed  him  to  in- 
dulge in  lawless  acts  that  would  have  brought  any  other  man  before 
the  jury  courts.  When  he  addressed  the  Assembly  with  a  pet  quail 
under  his  arm,  people  considered  it  an  excellent  jest.  When  in  a 
fit  of  petulance  he  lopped  off  his  dog's  tail,  all  Athens  grieved  over 
the  animal.  In  his  more  serious  moments,  Alcibiades  turned  to 
politics.  We  may  call  him  a  demagogue,  for  he  won  the  favor  of  the 
citizens  by  his  flattering  tongue,  and  used  his  popularity  for  selfish 
ends.  This  spoiled  darling  of  the  Athenians  was  now  to  allure 
them  into  an  undertaking  which  proved  to  be  the  most  disastrous 
in  their  history  —  the  expedition  against  Syracuse. 

Syracuse,  the  chief  Greek  city  in  Sicily,  was  a  colony  of  Corinth, 
and  hence  a  natural  ally  of  the  Peloponnesian  states.  The  Athe- 
Ambitious  ^^i^i^s,  by  conquering  it,  hoped  to  found  a  great  empire 
•chemes  of  in  western  Hellas.  "  Let  us  make  this  expedition," 
Alcibiades.  ^rgg^  Alcibiades,  "and  thus  prostrate  the  pride  of 
the  Peloponnesians  by  showing  that  we  care  not  for  the  present 
peace ;  and  at  any  rate  let  us  humble  the  Syracusans,  if  we  do  not 
extend  our  rule  over  the  whole  of  Hellas."^  Alcibiades,  no  doubt, 
thought  that  the  conquest  of  Sicily  would  make  him  the  leading 
figure  in  the  Greek  world. 

The  enterprise  was  most  hazardous.  The  Athenians  intended 
Exuedition  ^^  attack  a  place  several  hundred  miles  away,  and  al- 
against  most  as  rich  as  their  own  city.     Nevertheless,  they  cast 

^^^!Jf  *'       ^^^  warnings  of  Nicias  to  the  winds  and  set  about  their 

4x5  B.C. 

preparations  with  few  misgivings.     A  great  fleet  was 
made  ready  and  manned  with  thousands  of  sailors  and  hoplites* 

1  Thucydides,  vi,  i8. 
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Nicias,  Alcibiades,  and  Lamachus  were  to  be  the  commanders.  On 
the  morning  of  the  day  when  the  ships  sailed  for  Sicily,  the  whole 
population  of  Athens  thronged  the  wharves  of  Piraeus  to  witness 
the  imposing  event.  The  flower  of  Athenian  soldiery  was  going 
forth  to  war. 

The  fleet  had  not  reached  Syracuse  before  Alcibiades  received 
orders  to  return  to  Athens  to  face  charges  of  impiety.  He  was 
suspected  of  having  had  a  hand  in  the  mutilation  of  Alcibiades, 
the  Hermae.*  These  were  square  stone  pillars  bearing  ^^  traitor, 
a  bust  of  Hermes  or  of  some  other  god.  They  stood  everywhere 
in  the  city.  The  people  held  them  in  superstitious  awe  as  the 
guardians  of  peace  and  order.  The  Athenians,  therefore,  were 
horrified  to  find  that  the  Hermae  had  nearly  all  been  mutilated  in 
the  night,  just  before  the  departure  of  the  fleet.  The  enemies  of 
Alcibiades  accused  him  of  the  deed.  He  was  probably  innocent, 
but  feared  to  confront  his  accusers,  and  fled  to  Sparta.  When  he 
heard  that  the  Athenians  had  condemned  him  to  death,  he  an- 
swered, "  I  will  show  them  that  I  am  alive."  *    This  Alcibiades  did. 

The  siege  of  Syracuse,  almost  firom  the  outset,  brought  nothing 
but  disappointment  to  Athenian  hopes.  Lamachus  soon  fell  in 
battle.  His  death  was  a  severe  blow,  for  it  left  Nicias  xhe  siege  of 
in  supreme  command.  He  was  a  man  more  at  home  SyiacuBe. 
in  the  Assembly  than  on  the  field  of  battle.  Alcibiades,  meanwhile, 
had  revealed  the  Athenian  plans  to  the  Spartans  and  had  persuaded 
them  to  send  a  small  army  to  the  aid  of  the  Syracusans.  Nicias 
begged  for  reenforcements.  The  Athenians,  instead  of  abandoning 
their  wild  undertaking,  were  rash  enough  to  dispatch  to  Sicily  almost 
as  many  ships  and  soldiers  as  had  formed  the  first  expedition. 

The  reenforcements  only  increased  the  number  of  the  victims. 
After  suffering  several  defeats,  the  Athenians  resolved  p^iiure  of 
to  put  the  army  on  board  the  fleet  and  sail  away,  while  the  expedi- 
yet  the  sea  was  open  to  them.     On  the  night  when  ^011,4138.0. 
they  were  to  start  a  lunar  eclipse  filled  the  soldiers  with  fear. 

I  See  the  illustration,  page  235.  >  Plutarch,  AlcUiades^  oa. 
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The  soothsayers  declared  that  the  retreat  must  be  delayed  until 
the  next  full  moon.  Nicias  adopted  this  advice,  and  halted  the 
army  for  twenty-seven  days.  Before  the  time  had  passed,  the 
Athenians  lost  another  naval  battle  and  found  escape  by  sea  shut 
off  They  tried  to  retreat  by  land,  but  were  soon  compelled  to 
surrender.  Nicias  was  put  to  death  without  mercy.  Many  of 
the  prisoners  were  sold  as  slaves;  many  were  thrown  by  their 
inhuman  captors  into  the  stone  quarries  near  Syracuse,  where 
they  perished  from  exposure  and  starvation.  The  Athenians,  says 
the  historian  of  the  campaign,  "were  absolutely  annihilated — 
both  army  and  fleet  —  and  of  the  many  thousands  who  went 
away  only  a  handful  ever  saw.  their  homes  again."  ^ 

93.    The  Closing  Years  of  the  Peloponneslan  War, 

413-404  B.C. 

Athens  never  recovered  from  this  terrible  blow.  The  Spartans 
quickly  renewed  the  contest,  now  with  the  highest  hopes  of  success. 
Renewal  of  Acting  on  the  advice  of  Alcibiades,  they  seized  and  forti- 
war  by  fied  Decelea,  a  strong  position  in  the  north  of  Attica. 

Sparta.  »pj^g  Athenians  had  to  guard  their  city  against  the  in- 

vader night  and  day,  their  slaves  deserted  to  the  enemy,  and  they 
themselves  could  do  no  farming  except  under  the  very  walls  of  the 
city.  Henceforth,  they  had  to  depend  for  supplies  entirely  on  the 
fleet.    Were  that  destroyed,  resistance  would  be  at  an  end. 

Sparta  was  poor  and  needed  funds  to  carry  on  the  war.  In  the 
hope  of  humbling  Athens,  the  city  of  Leonidas  fell  so  low  as  to 

AUiasce  of     ^^^^"^  ^"  ^^®  barbarians  for  money.     Persia  and  Sparta 
Sparta  and     entered  into  an  alliance.     Persian  gold  was  to  support 
ersia.  ^j^^  Peloponnesian  fleet,  while  Sparta  on  her  side 

agreed  to  recognize  the  claims  of  the  Great  King  to  rule  over 
Asiatic  Greece.  This  betrayal  of  Hellenic  cities  which  Athens 
had  long  protected  opened  the  way  for  future  interference  by 
Persia  in  the  affairs  of  the  Greeks. 

1  Thucydides,  vii,  87. 
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The  Athenians  for  nearly  ten  years  kept  up  a  desperate  struggle 
against  ever  thickening  foes.     In   their  extremity  they  recalled 
Alcibiades,  thereby  illustrating  the  famous  lines  of  a  ^^^     . 
comic  poet  —  "  They  love,  they  hate,  but  cannot  live  JBgos- 
without  him."  *    Alcibiades,  with  all  his  ability,  could  P«t*^» 
not  save  Athens.     In  405  B.C.,  Lysander,  the  Spartan 
admiral,  surprised  and  captured  the  Athenian  fleet  near  ^gos- 
potami  on  the  Hellespont.     The  prisoners,  with  the  cruelty  which 
characterized  both  sides  in  this  civil  war,  were  massacred. 

The  Athenians  first  learned  of  ^Egospotami  when  the  state  ship 
Paraius  arrived  at  Piraeus  from  the  scene  of  the  battle.     *'  It  was 
night  when  the  Paraius  reached  Athens  with  her  evil  jj^^^  ^ 
tidings,  on  receipt  of  which  a  bitter  wail  of  woe  broke  iBgot- 
forth.     From  Piraeus,  following  the  line  of  the  Long  P*>**™- 
Walls  up  to  the  heart  of  the  city,  it  swept  and  swelled,  as  each  man 
passed  the  news  to  his  neighbor.     That  night  no  man  slept. 
There  was  mourning  and  sorrow  for  those  who  were  lost,  but  the 
lamentation  for  the  dead  merged  into  even  deeper  sorrow  for 
themselves,  as  they  pictured  the  evils  they  were  about  to  suffer." ' 

Soon  after  ^.gospotami,  a  fleet  of  the  Spartans  blockaded 
Piraeus  and  their  array  encamped  before  the  walls  of  Athens. 
Bitter  famine  compelled   the  Athenians  to  sue  for  Do^^fnu^^ 
peace.     The  Peloponnesian  allies  urged  that  the  city  Athens, 
be  razed  to  the  ground  and  its  very  name  blotted  out  *^ 
of  remembrance.     The  Spartans,  however,   were  content  with 
milder  conditions :  the  Athenians  must  destroy  their  Long  Walls 
and  the  fortifications  of  Piraeus,  surrender  all  but  twelve  of  their  war- 
ships, and  acknowledge  the  supremacy  of  Sparta.     Helpless  Athens 
could  not  refuse  these  terms.     ''And  so  the  Spartans  fell  to 
leveling  the  defenses  and  walls  with  much  enthusiasm,  to  the  ac- 
companiment of  flute  players,  deeming  that  day  the  beginning  of 
liberty  to  Greece."' 

1  Aristophanes,  in  Plutarch,  AlcUiaiUs,  i6.  ^  Xenophon,  HelUnica^  ii,  a. 

*  Xenophon,  Hellenica^  ii,  2.    The  Long  Walls  were  rebuilt  in  393  B.c. 
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94.    Supremacy  of  Sparta,  404-371  B.C. 

Sparta  was  now  the  undisputed  leader  of  continental  Greece  and 
of  the  iEgean.  As  the  representative  of  the  liberty-loving  Greeks, 
Sparta  at  ^^^  ^^^  humbled  the  pride  and  power  of  "tyrant" 
the  head  of  Athens.  A  great  opportunity  lay  before  her  to  reor- 
Oxeece.  ganize  the  Hellenic  world,  and  to  end  the  struggles  for 

supremacy  between  rival'cities.  But  Sparta  embarked  on  no  such 
glorious  career.  She  did  not  even  retire  within  the  limits  of  the 
Peloponnesus,  leaving  the  cities  which  formerly  belonged  to  Athens 
to  settle  their  affairs  for  themselves.  Instead,  under  Lysander*s 
leadership,  she  founded  an  empire. 

Sparta  had  always  stood  forth  as  the  champion  of  aristocracy 
against  democracy.  Now,  in  her  hour  of  triumph,  she  began  to 
Spartan  overturn  every  democratic  government  that  still  existed 
despotism,  jn  Greece.  Lysander  established  in  each  state  an 
aristocratic  council,  supported  by  a  Spartan  military  governor  and 
garrison.  The  Greek  cities  soon  found  that  they  had  exchanged 
the  mild  sway  of  Athens  for  the  brutal  despotism  of  Sparta. 

The  experience  of  Athens  illustrates  the  fate  of  many  another 
Hellenic  community.  Here  Lysander  set  up  a  board  of  thirty  men 
Rni  fth  ^^^^  entire  control  over  the  state.  History  knows 
Thirty  in  them  as  the  "Thirty  Tyrants";  and  their  actions 
Athens,  folly  bore  out  their  name.    They  murdered  all  political 

4-04-  ^03  B«v. 

Opponents,  and  then  sought  additional  victims  among 
those  whose  only  crime  was  their  wealth.  Many  persons  were  slain 
and  their  property  confiscated.  When  the  people  murmured,  the 
Thirty  placed  Spartan  troops  in  the  Acropolis  to  overawe  them. 
So  the  bloody  work  went  on,  and  the  Athenians  for  a  time  lived 
under  a  reign  of  terror.  It  was  ended  only  by  a  popular  uprising 
which  drove  out  the  Spartans  and  restored  democratic  govern- 
ment to  the  sorely  tried  city. 

Spartan  tyranny  provoked  resistance.  Some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant of  the  Greek  states,  including  Athens,  Thebes,  Corinth,  and 
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Argos,  united  in  a  league  to  preserve  their  liberties.    Persia,  al- 
ways ready  to  mingle  in  the  quarrels  of  the  Greeks,  helped  them 
with  money  and  ships.    Then  Sparta,  hard  pressed  p^^^^ 
by  her  foes,  in  her  turn  sought  aid  from  Persia.    The  Antaicidjui, 
Great  King  was  willing  enough  to  desert  his  former  3WB.C. 
allies  and  to  join  with  Sparta  against  them.     Athens  and  the  other 
states  could  not  hope  to  resist  so  formidable  an  alliance.    They  had 
to  assent  to  a  treaty — the  so-called  Peace  of  Antalcidas  —  which 
placed  Sparta  once  more  at  the  head  of  Greece  and  surrendered 
the  cities  of  Asiatic  Hellas  into  Persian  hands.     No  treaty  could 
have  been  more  humiliating  to  the  Greeks,  for  it  made  Persia  the 
arbiter  of  their  fortunes.     Never  before  had  the  conflicts  between 
Greek  states  been  settled  by  a  barbarian  king. 

After  the  Peace  of  Antalcidas,  Sparta  set  about  the  restoration 
of  her  rule  over  Greece.  She  destroyed  several  Greek  cities,  dis- 
solved a  Greek  league,  and  crowned  her  actions  by  ^^  freeing 
the  treacherous  seizure  of  the  Cadmea,  the  Theban  of  Thebes, 
citadel.  Further  resistance  to  the  Spartan  arms  379  B.C. 
seemed  impossible.  Yet,  in  the  very  hour  of  her  triumph,  retribu- 
tion was  at  hand.  Some  of  the  liberty-loving  Thebans,  headed  by 
Pelopidas,  a  patriotic  noble,  formed  a  conspiracy  to  drive  the 
Spartans  out  of  the  city.  Disguised  as  huntsmen,  Pelopidas  and 
his  followers  entered  Thebes  at  nightfall  and  slew  the  tyrants 
whom  Sparta  had  set  over  the  people.  Then  they  forced  the 
Spartan  garrison  in  the  Cadmea  to  surrender  and  thus,  with  one 
blow,  freed  Thebes.  As  the  pious  Greek  historian  relates,  "the 
Spartans  were  punished  by  the  very  men,  single-handed,  whom 
they  had  wronged,  though  never  before  had  they  been  vanquished 
by  any  single  people.  It  is  a  proof  that  the  gods  observe  men 
who  do  irreligious  and  unhallowed  deeds.''  ^ 

The  Thebans  had  now  recovered  their  independence.  Eight 
years  later  they  totally  defeated  a  superior  Peloponnesian  force  at 
the  battle  of  Leuctra,  and  brought  the  supremacy  of  Sparta  to  an 

1  Xenophon,  HelUnica,  v,  4. 
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Battle  of 
Lonctnii 
37X  B.C. 


end.  The  Spartans^  to  their  credit,  be  it  said,  met  the  blow  with 
unfailing  courage.  When  news  of  Leuctra  arrived,  the  ephors  de- 
livered the  names  of  the  slain  to  their  families  and 
friends,  "  with  a  word  of  warning  to  the  women  not  to 
make  any  loud  lamentation,  but  to  bear  their  sorrow 
in  silence.  On  the  next  day  it  was  a  striking  spectacle  to  see 
those  who  had  relations  among  the  slain  moving  to  and  fro  in 
public  with  bright  and  radiant  looks,  while  those  who  had  friends 
reported  to  have  survived  the  battle  flitted  by  with  lowered  heads 

and  scowling  brows,  as  if  in 
humiliation."*  Sparta,  in- 
deed, showed  her  best  side 
in  the  hour  of  disaster. 

The  battle  of  Leuctra, 
from  a  military  standpoint, 
is  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing in  ancient  history. 
Until  this  time  the  Greeks 
had  followed  a 


MUitary 

importance     very    simple 

of  Leuctra.      ^jg^hod  of  fight- 

ing.  The  hoplites,  or  hea\7-armed  infantry,  stood  in  the  center 
of  a  continuous  line  of  troops.  Cavalry  covered  their  flanks  and 
light-armed  soldiers  skirmished  in  front,  before  the  opposing  forces 
joined  in  hand-to-hand  combat.  Epaminondas,  the  Theban  com- 
mander at  Leuctra,  made  a  striking  change  in  warfare.  He  massed 
his  best  troops  on  the  left  wing,  in  a  solid  column,  fifty  men  deep, 
and  hurled  this  with  terrific  force  on  the  Spartan  ranks.  The 
enemy,  drawn  up  twelve  deep  in  the  old-fashioned  manner,  could 
not  withstand  the  shock,  their  lines  gave  way,  and  the  fight  was 
won.  This  device  of  concentrating  the  attack  upon  a  single  point 
of  the  enemy's  line  forms  a  landmark  in  military  history.  It  was 
further  developed  in  the  famous  Macedonian  phalanx.' 

1  Xenophon,  HelUnica^  vi,  4.  ^  See  pages  261-262. 
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95.    The  Theban  Supremacy:  Pelopldas  and  Epamlnondas, 

371-362  B.C. 

The  sudden  rise  of  Thebes  to  the  position  of  the  first  city  in 
Greece  was  the  work  of  two  men  whose  names  are  always  Unked 
together  in  the  annals  of  the  time.      In  Pelopidas  xhe  heroes 
and  EpaminondaSy  bosom   friends    and    colleagues,  of  Thebes; 
Thebes  found  the  heroes  of  her  struggle  for  independ-  ^^^^P*"**- 
ence.    Pelopidas  was  a  fiery  warrior  whose  bravery  and  daring  won 
the  hearts  of  his  soldiers.      At  Leuctra  he  led  into  battle  the 
famous  Sacred  Band,  a  " crack"  regiment  of  three  hundred  young 
men,  chosen   from   the  noblest   families  and   distinguished    for 
strength  and   endurance.      They  stood  in  front  of  the  other 
soldiers,  prepared  to  fight  and  fall  together.     Pelopidas  was  as 
unselfish  as  he  was  brave,  and  worked  zealously  with  Epamuiondas 
in  the  cause  of  Theban  freedom. 

If  Pelopidas  was  the  right  hand  of  Thebes,  Epaminondas,  it  has 
been  said,  was  her  brain.  Without  personal  ambition  himself,  he 
was  devoted  to  the  state.  All  through  a  brilliant  Epami- 
career  he  remained  indifferent  to  money,  and  lived  nondas. 
and  died  poor.  One  day,  sitting  down  to  a  frugal  meal,  he 
remarked,  "  Treason  and  a  dinner  like  this  do  not  keep  company 
together."  *  He  delighted  in  the  things  of  the  mind.  Pelopidas 
spent  his  leisure  in  hunting  or  on  the  wrestling  ground.  Epami- 
nondas preferred  to  attend  the  lectures  of  philosophers.  He  was  a 
modest  man;  a  friend  declared  that  he  had  never  met  a  person 
who  knew  more  and  talked  less  than  Epaminondas.  Great  as  a 
leader  of  men,  the  first  general  of  his  age,  as  Leuctra  showed, 
Epaminondas  was  even  more  eminent  as  a  broad-minded  states- 
man. No  other  Greek,  save  perhaps  Pericles,  can  be  compared 
with  him.  Even  Pericles  worked  for  Athens  alone  and  showed  no 
regard  for  the  rest  of  Greece.  Epaminondas  had  nobler  ideals  and 
sought  the  general  good  of  the  Hellenic  race.     He  fought  less  to 

1  Plutarch,  Lycurgus^  13. 
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destroy  Sparta  than  to  curb  that  city's  power  of  doing  harm.  He 
aimed  not  so  much  to  make  Thebes  mistress  of  an  empire  as  to 
give  her  a  proper  place  .among  Greek  cities.  The  Thebans, 
indeed,  sometimes  complained  that  Epaminondas  loved  Hellas 
more  than  his  native  city. 

The  battle  of  Leuctra  had  at  once  important  results.  It  was  a 
fatal  blow  to  the  prestige  of  Sparta.  Her  army,  hitherto  invincible, 
H  biin  of  ^^^  ^^^^  down  in  total  defeat  before  an  inferior 
Sparta  by      Theban  force.    She  began  now  to  lose  her  possessions 

Epami-  jjj  ^j^g  Peloponnesus.    The  towns  of  Arcadia  rose  in 

nondas. 

rebellion  and  founded  a  new  city,  Megalopolis,  to  be  a 

rival  of  Sparta.^  Epaminondas  himself  invaded  Laconia,  ravaged 
the  country  from  end  to  end,  and  even  threatened  unwalled 
Sparta.  Though  he  did  not  capture  the  city,  Epaminondas  had 
the  satisfaction  of  restoring  Messenia  to  her  ancient  independ- 
ence.* Thus  the  pride  of  Sparta  was  humbled.  She  lost,  in  a 
single  campaign,  her  imperial  position,  and  found  herself  reduced 
to  a  second-rate  state. 

By  crippling  Sparta,  Epaminondas  raised  his  own  city  to  a 
position  of  supremacy.  Most  of  the  continental  powers  outside 
The  brief  ^^^  Peloponnesus  allied  themselves  with  Thebes, 
glory  of  Theban  influence  began  to  be  felt  even  in  remote 
Thebes.  Thessaly  and  Macedonia.  Had  he  been  spared  for  a 
longer  service,  Epaminondas  might  have  realized  his  dream  of 
bringing  unity  and  order  into  the  troubled  politics  of  his  time. 
But  circumstances  were  too  strong  for  him.  The  Greek  states 
which  had  accepted  the  leadership  of  Athens  and  of  Sparta  were 
unwilling  to  admit  the  claims  of  Thebes  to  a  position  of  equal 
power  and  importance.  The  brief  period  of  Theban  rule  was 
filled,  therefore,  with  perpetual  conflict.  Athens  even  united 
with  her  ancient  rival,  Sparta,  in  order  to  make  headway  against 
the  rising  dominion  of  Thebes. 

Nine  years  after  Leuctra,  the  opposing  parties  met  at  Mantinea 

^  Megalopolis,  the  "  great  city,"  is  still  in  existence.  3  See  page  168. 
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in  Arcadia.     Epaminondas  repeated  the  tactics  of  Leuctra  with  all 
his  former  success.    But  in  the  press  of  battle,  the  great  leader 
himself  was  mortally  wounded.     He  suffered  much,  3^^^^  ^f 
we  are  told,  but  with  his  hand  pressed  to  the  wound,  Manttnea, 
he  kept  looking  hard  at  the  fight    When  the  combat  ^^  ^'^' 
ended    indecisively,   he  took    his  hand    from  the  wound  and 
breathed  his  last,  and  they  buried  him  on  the  battlefield. 

**  Here  where  well-nigh  the  whole  of  Hellas  was  met  together 
on  one  field,  and  the  antagonists  stood  rank  against  rank  con- 
fronted, no  one  doubted  that,  in  the  event  of  battle,   situatUm 
the  conquerors  this  day  would  rule,  and  that  those  after 
who  lost  would  be  their  subjects.    But  God  so  or-  "*"*"'•*• 
dered  it  that  both  sides  alike  set  up  trophies  as  claiming  victory, 
and  neither  interfered  with  the  other  in  the  act.  .  .  .    And  though 
both  claimed  to  have  won  the  day,  neither  could  show  that  he 
had  gained  thereby  any  accession  of,  territory,  or  state,  or  empire, 
or  was  better  situated  than  before  the  battle.    Uncertainty  and 
confusion,  indeed,  had  gained    ground,  being   tenfold  greater 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Hellas  after  the  battle  than 
before."^ 

96.    Decline  of  the  City-State 

The  significant  words  with  which  the  Greek  historian  closes  his 
narrative  may  fitly  conclude  our  description  of  the  age  of  the 
city-states.  The  battle  of  Mantinea  proved  that  no  weakness  of 
single  city  —  Athens,  Sparta,  or  Thebes — was  strong  the  city- 
enough  to  rule  Greece.  By  the  middle  of  the  fourth  •*•*•■• 
century  B.C.  it  had  become  evident  that  a  great  Hellenic  state 
could  not  be  created  out  of  the  litde,  independent  city-republics 
of  Greece. 

The  history  of  continental  Hellas,  for  more  than  a  century  after 
the  close  of  the  Persian  War,  had  been  a  record  of  almost  cease- 
less conflict.    We  have  seen  how  Greece  came  to  be  split  up  into 

^  XenophoD,  ffel/^nica,  vii,  5. 
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two  great  alliances,  the  one  a  naval  league  ruled  by  Athens,  the 
other  a  confederacy  of  Peloponnesian  cities,  under  the  leadership 
A  century  of  ^^  Sparta.  How  the  Delian  League  became  the 
internecine  Athenian  Empire ;  how  Sparta  began  a  long  war  with 
contest.  Athens  to  secure  the  independence  of  the  subject 

states  and  ended  it  by  reducing  them  to  her  own  supremacy ;  how 
the  rough-handed  sway  of  Sparta  led  to  the  revolt  of  her  allies  and 
dependencies  and  the  sudden  rise  of  Thebes  to  supremacy ;  how 
Thebes  herself  established  an  empire  on  the  ruins  of  Spartan  rule 
—  this  is  a  story  of  fruitless  and  exhausting  struggles  which 
sounded  the  knell  of  Greek  liberty  and  the  end  of  the  city-state. 
Far  away  in  the  north,  remote  from  the  noisy  conflicts  of  Greek 
political  life,  a  new  power  was  slowly  rising  to  imperial  greatness 
Outcome  of  —  ^°  insignificant  city-state,  but  an  extensive  territo- 
the  rial  state  like  those  of  modem  times.    Three  years  after 

•itnation.       ^j^^  ^j^^^j^  ^^  Mantinea,  Philip  II  ascended  the  throne 

of  Macedonia.  His  life  work  was  to  establish  Hellenic  unity 
by  bringing  the  Hellenic  people  within  a  widely  ruling  empire. 
Alexander  the  Great,  the  son  of  this  king,  was  to  carry  Mace- 
donian dominion  and  Greek  culture  to  the  ends  of  the  known  world. 
We  may  well  dismiss  here  the  petty  quarrels  of  the  city-states  as 
having  no  longer  any  vital  interest  for  us.  We  may  turn  rather 
to  the  amazing  advance  which  the  Greeks  had  made  during  this 
troubled  period  in  the  allied  fields  of  literature  and  philosophy. 

97.    Deyelopment  of  Greek  Literature:  the  Drama 

Tliough  the  Athenian  Empire  had  gone  down  in  ruin,  Athens 

herself  won  a  nobler  empire  over  the  minds  of  men.     That  city 

*       still  remained  the  intellectual  center  of  Hellas.     The 
The  greAt 

tragedians  three  great  masters  of  the  tragic  drama  ^  lived  and 
of  Athena.  ^^ote  in  Athens  during  the  splendid  half  century  be- 
tween the  Persian  and  the  Peloponnesian  wars,  -^schylus, 
Sophocles,  and  Euripides  were,  in  part,  contemporaries.     Such 

»  For  the  Greek  theater  and  theatrical  performances  see  pages  586-587. 
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was  the  marvelous  fertility  of  their  genius  that  they  are  said  to 
have  written  altogether  nearly  three  hundred  plays.  Only  thirty- 
two  have  reached  us. 

^schylus,  the  first  of  the  tragic  poets,  had  fought  at  Marathon 
and  Salamis.     One  of  his  earliest  works,  the  Persians,  is  a  magnifi- 
cent song  of  triumph  for  the  victory  of 
Hellas.    The  play  contains  ^„hy,„_ 
a  glowing  description  of  the  515-456 
battle  of  Salamis.     One  can  ^^■'  *>*• 
almost  hear  the  mighty  shout 
of  the  soldiers  as  they  rush  against  the 
foe :  "  Go  forth,  sons  of  the  Greeks,  free 
your  country,  free   your   children   and 
wives,  and  the  shrines  of  your  ancestral 
gods,  and  the  tombs  of  your  fathers.'" 
The  Persians  is  the  only  Greek  tragedy 
in  existence  which  takes  its  theme,  not 
from  mythology,  but  from  history. 

Sophocles,  while  yet  a  young  man, 
gained  the  prize  in  a  dramatic  contest 
with  ^schylus.  From  this  time  to  his 
death  he  was  the  leading  tragic  poet  of 
Athens.    We  have  only  seven  g^ph^i^^  Sophocles 

of  his   hundred  plays.      One    496-4011  Lanran  Muieum,  Rome 

of  them,  the  Antigone,  tells  ^'^■'  "">  ^h"  '"'*'';  """  »  p"'!"'^ 

'  .    ■^        '         .      Antigone.  •  ^"W  »f  •!>=   b™.«   origind 

a  story  of  heroic  self-sacri-  vhich  ihe  Aih«iUn>  nt  up  m 

fice  and  sisterly  devotion.  The  king  of  j^,  ^^"1^  t/'^m^uKl^ 
Thebes  had  ordered  the  body  of  his  bit-  "'i' ««  mod*™  rwwmioiu. 
terest  foe  to  be  thrown  to  the  dogs  and  birds.  No  one,  on  pain 
of  death,  was  to  give  it  burial.  But  Antigone  chooses  to  obey  the 
unwritten  law  of  heaven  rather  than  the  king's  command ;  she  pays 
the  last  honors  to  her  brother's  corpse,  and  dies  a  martyr.  With- 
out the  grandeur  of  ^schylus,   Sophocles  is   the   finer  artist. 

•  .Cschylua,  Ptrnam,  4(0-405. 
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His  plays  mark  the  perfection  of  Greek  tragedy.  After  the  death 
of  Sophocles^  the  Athenians  worshiped  him  as  a  hero,  and  honored 
his  memory  with  yearly  sacrifices. 

Euripides  was  the  third  of  the  Athenian  dramatists,  and  the 
most  generally  popular.  His  plays  are  full  of  a  tender  pathos  that 
Emi  id  ^^^^  straight  to  the  heart.     He  has  a  deep  sympathy 

480-406  for  women  and  slaves,  for  the  downtrodden  and  op- 

B.C.;  the  pressed.  One  of  the  most  elaborate  of  his  tragedies, 
the  Alcestis,  tells  how  that  noble  queen  died  to  save 
her  husband's  life,  and  how  the  hero  Heracles  brought  her  back 
from  the  world  of  shades.  The  fame  of  Euripides  reached  far 
beyond  his  native  land.  We  are  told  that  the  Sicilians  were  so 
fond  of  his  verses  that  they  granted  freedom  to  every  one  of  the 
Athenian  prisoners  captured  at  Syracuse  who  could  recite  the 
poet's  lines. 

Greek  comedy  during  the  fifth  century  is  represented  by  the 
plays  of  Aristophanes.  He  was  not  only  a  great  poet,  but  a  great 
Axlstoph-  satirist  who  did  not  scruple  to  attack  some  of  the  lead- 
anea,  ing  personages  of  his  age.     In  one  comedy  he  ridi- 

448-385  B.C.  cules  the  demagogue  Cleon,  who  was  prominent  in 
Athenian  politics  after  the  death  of  Pericles.  Another  play  makes 
fun  of  the  ordinary  citizen's  delight  in  sitting  on  jury  courts  and 
trying  cases.  Still  another  is  full  of  allusions  to  Athenian  follies 
of  the  day,  and  especially  to  the  Sicilian  expedition.  From  this 
point  of  view,  we  might  liken  the  comedies  of  Aristophanes  to  the 
editorials  and  cartoons  in  modern  newspapers.  His  plays  were  per- 
formed before  admiring  audiences  of  thousands  of  citizens,  and 
hence  must  have  had  great  influence  on  public  opinion. 

98.    Literary  Deyelopment :   Historical  Prose 

In  the  infancy  of  literature  good  prose  is  harder  to  write  than 
good  poetry.  National  literatures,  such  as  those  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  began  with  verse  writing  and  passed  to  prose  composition 
only  at  a  much  later  period.     In  Greece  the  great  poetic  forms  of 
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the  epic,  the  lyric,  and  the  drama  had  matured  into  the  highest 
excellence  before  narratives  in  artistic  prose  appeared. 
The  first  artist  in  prose,  the  man  who  did  for  prose     •^^^'^K* 
what  Homer  did  for  poetry,  was  '*  the  father  of  his-  pxose. 
tory,"  Herodotus. 

Though  a  native  of  Asia  Minor,  Herodotus  spent  some  of  the 
best  years  of  his  life  at  Athens,  mingling  in  its  brilliant  society  and 
coming  under  the  influences,  literary  and  artistic,  which  Herodotus, 
that  city  then  afforded.  Herodotus  was  an  unwearied  484-4>5  B.C. 
traveler  in  an  age  when  traveling  was  not  a  fashionable  amusement. 
He  visited  Egypt,  Babylonia,  and  Persia,  the  Greek  colonies  on  the 
shores  of  the  Euxine,  and  those  in  southern  Italy  and  Sicily.  His 
travels  provided  him  with  a  vast  fund  of  entertaining  knowledge 
about  countries  and  nations  hitherto  very  imperfectly  known.  As 
a  rule,  his  information  was  as  accurate  as  could  be  expected  under 
the  circumstances.  Modern  research  has  often  verified  the  state- 
ments of  Herodotus. 

The  materials  thus  carefully  gathered  were  worked  up  by  He- 
rodotus into  what  was  the  first  real  history  ever  written.  His  main 
theme  is  the  Persian  War  — that  mighty  struggle  be-  Herodotus  as 
tween  East  and  West  on  which  rested  the  destinies  of  ***  historian. 
European  civilization.  Herodotus  is  no  critical  historian,  dili- 
gently sifting  truth  from  fable.  He  is  an  epic  and  dramatic  poet 
who  has  suddenly  discovered  the  possibilities  of  prose.  Where 
he  can,  he  gives  us  facts.  Where  facts  are  lacking,  he  tells  in- 
teresting stories  couched  in  winning  style.  He  is  above  all  an 
artist  whose  first  purpose  is,  not  to  inform,  but  to  delight. 

A  writer  of  very  different  temper  was  the  Athenian  Thucydides. 
He  lived  during  the  epoch  of  the  Peloponnesian  War  and  became 
the  historian  of  that  contest.  Thucydides  had  not  the  Thucydides, 
noble  and  weighty  subject  which  engaged  Herodotus.  471-400  B-C. 
His  history  relates  only  the  obscure  and  mostly  unimportant  details 
of  a  struggle  between  rival  city-states.  It  tells  us  nothing  about 
the  brilliant  social  and  intellectual  life  of  the  Greece  of  his  time. 
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Yet  Thucydides,  though  less  popular  in  his  own  day  than  Herodotus, 
has  gained  an  assured  immortality  as  a  historian.  He  inquires 
into  the  origins  and  causes  of  events.  He  omits  as  useless  the 
stories  which  Herodotus  would  have  narrated,  but,  in  return,  he 
presents  us  with  a  fair  and  accurate  account  of  things  just  as 
they  happened.  This  is  the  first  business  of  the  historian,  and  so 
Thucydides  must  be  considered  the  first  scientific  writer  of  history. 
The  works  of  Xenophon,  a  contemporary  of  Thucydides,  display 
the  many-sided  experience  of  the  man.  He  was  a  youth  at  Athens 
Xenophon,  when  the  Peloponnesian  War  came  to  an  end.  At  this 
431-355  B.C.  time  he  joined  the  expedition  of  the  Ten  Thousand 
Greeks  against  Persia,  became  the  inspiring  leader  of  the  famous 
retreat,  and  subsequently  told  all  the  thrilling  story  in  his  Anabasis} 
In  this  book  Xenophon  is  at  his  best.  It  has  the  freshness  of  a 
personal  narrative  as  well  as  the  charm  of  a  simple  and  lively  style. 
Xenophon  also  wrote  a  history  of  Greece  from  the  point  where 
Thucydides  concluded  to  the  death  of  Epaminondas.  Xenophon, 
however,  was  more  than  a  historian.  He  was  perhaps  the  first 
Greek  essayist.  One  of  his  most  familiar  essays  is  his  RecolUcHons 
of  Socrates^  a  defense  of  that  Athenian  philosopher,  by  a  devoted 
disciple.  In  another  entertaining  work,  he  tells  how  to  educate  a 
young  wife  who  knows  nothing  of  household  management  except 
the  rudiments  of  cookery.  Xenophon  also  wrote  a  sort  of  his- 
torical romance  in  which  Cyrus  the  Great,  the  founder  of  the 
Persian  Empire,  is  the  central  figure.  One  of  the  episodes  in  this 
book  contains  the  first  love  story  in  European  literature. 

99.   The  Progress  of  Philosophy 

During  the  century  following  the  Persian  War,  Greek  philosophy 
entered  on  new  paths.  The  theories  of  earlier  students*  had 
The  heen  so  many  and  so  contradictory  that  after  a  time 

sophists.        their  speculations  fell  into  disrepute.    Then  thinkers, 
giving  up  the  effort  to  understand  the  universe,  proposed  in  turn  to 

>  See  page  271.  ^  See  page  184. 
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study  man  himself.  These  sophists,  as  they  were  called,  traveled 
throughout  Greece,  gathering  the  young  men  about  them  and 
lecturing  for  pay  on  subjects  of  practical  interest.  Among  other 
things  they  taught  the  rhetoric  and  oratory  which  were  needed 
for  success  in  a  public  career. 

Sometimes  the  sophists  only  ptetended  to  be  wise  and  were 
not  Indeed,  the  name  of  sophist  came  to  mean  one  who  instructs 
his  pupils  how  to  deceive  people 
by  arguments  that  they  do  not 
themselves  believe.  Many  of  the 
sophists,  however,  were  latiutuet  of 
really  brilliant  thinkers  tuewpUito. 
who  did  much  to  spread  better 
ideas  about  religion,  politics,  and 
morals.  Since  their  teaching  was 
very  popular,  we  may  regard  them 
as  the  representatives  of  Greek 
higher  education.  They  were  the 
"  college  professors  "  of  antiquity. 

The  greatest  teacher  of  the  age 
was  Socrates  the  Athenian,  who 
lived  during  the  period  of  the 
Peloponncsian  War.     Socrates  re-  Socrates 

sembied  the  sophists  in  his  posses-  *  "' ""  "•''''^ '""' '°  *"  v«iic»n 
sion  of  an  inquiring,  skeptical  mind  which  questioned  every  com- 
mon belief  and  superstition.  But  he  went  beyond  the  sophists  in 
his  emphasis  on  problems  of  everyday  morality.  He  socratei, 
tried  to  show  how  foolish  it  was  to  speculate  about  4<H>-3P9 BC- 
things  that  cannot  be  known ;  his  own  motto  was,  "  Know  thyself." 
Thus  he  asked  where  is  the  difference  between  justice  and  injustice, 
between  virtue  and  vice ;  what  is  the  beautiful,  what  the  ugly ; 
what  is  noble,  what  base ;  who  is  the  good  citizen  and  who  the 
bad?  Socrates,  then,  was  a  student  of  conduct,  whose  chief  aim 
was  to  make  people  better. 
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Though  Socrates  himself  wrote  nothing,  his  teachings  and  per- 
sonality made  a  deep  impression  on  his  contemporaries.  The 
Penonallty  Delphic  oracle  declared  that  no  one  in  the  world  was 
of  Socntes.  wiser  than  Socrates.  Yet  he  lived  through  a  long  life 
at  Athens,  a  poor  man  who  would  neither  work  at  his  trade  of 
sculptor,  nor  (as  the  sophists)  accept  money  for  his  teaching.  He 
walked  the  streets  barefooted  and  half  clad,  happy  if  he  could  find 
some  gray-haired  elder  whose  ignorance  he  might  expose  in  argu- 
ment, or  some  younger  man  whose  sham  knowledge  melted  like 
mist  before  his  shrewd  questioning.  For  Socrates  never  preached, 
he  only  discussed ;  he  taught  not  by  formal  lectures,  but  through 
conversation.  His  must  have  been  a  familiar  figure  to  the  Athe- 
nians. The  short  body,  large  bald  head,  and  homely  features 
hardly  presented  the  ideal  of  a  philosopher.  Even  Aristophanes 
in  a  comedy  laughs  at  him. 

Such  a  person,  of  course,  would  make  many  enemies,  even 

in  Athens  where  men  more  than  elsewhere  enjoyed  free  speech. 

^    ^  Late  in  life  Socrates  was  accused  of  impiety  and  of 

Condemna-  ^      '' 

tionand         corrupting  the  youth  of  Athens  with  his  doctrines. 

death  of  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  was  a  deeply  religious  man. 
Socrates. 

,    If  he  objected  to  the  crude  mythology  of  Homer,  he 

often  spoke  of  one  God  who  ruled  the  world,  and  even  of  a  divine 
spirit  or  Conscience  within  his  own  breast  A  jury  court,  however, 
found  him  guilty,  and  the  old  philosopher  was  condemned  to  death. 
He  refused  to  defend  himself  in  the  ordinary  fashion,  refused  to 
escape  from  prison  when  opportunity  offered,  and  passed  his  last 
days  in  eager  conversation  on  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  When 
the  hour  of  departure  arrived,  he  bade  his  disciples  farewell,  then 
calmly  drained  the  cup  of  hemlock,  a  poison  that  caused  a  pain- 
less death.  Although  Socrates  gave  up  his  life  for  his  philosophy, 
this  did  not  perish  with  him. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  Socratic  circle  was  Plato,  a  noUe 
of  wealth  who  abandoned  a  public  career  for  the  attractions  of 
philosophy.    After  the  death  of  Socrates,  Plato  traveled  widely  in 
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the  Greek  world  and  even  visited  Egypt,  where  he  discussed  phil- 
osophic problems  with  the  priests.  On  his  return  to  Athens,  Plato 
began  teaching  in  the  garden  and  gymnasium  known  piato, 
as  thw  Academy.  Here  he  founded  a  school  or  col-  4^9-347  B-C. 
lege,  here  he  passed  a  long  life  engaged  in  lecturing  and  writing, 
and  near  the  scene  of  his  labors  he  was  buried. 

Plato's  school,  also  called  the  Academy,  has  great  interest  as  the 
forerunner  of  the  modern  university.  It  was  a  union  of  teachers 
and  students  who  possessed  in  common  a  chapel,  a  xhe 
library,  lecture  rooms^  and  other  buildings.  The  sub-  Academy, 
jects  of  study  were  philosophy,  mathematics,  and  science.  The 
students  included  women  as  well  as  men.  There  was  a  head  or 
president  and  a  regular  staff  of  lecturers.  On  stated  occasions, 
such  as  the  birthday  of  Plato,  teachers  and  students  dined  together. 
The  school  was  regarded  as  a  religious  brotherhood  for  the  worship 
of  the  Muses,  the  patrons  of  literature  and  learning.  This  Athenian 
"  university  "  enjoyed  a  flourishing  existence  for  over  nine  hundred 
years.* 

The  writings  of  Plato,  known  as  DialogueSy  are  cast  in  the  form 
of  question  and  answer  that  Socrates  had  used.  In  most  of  them 
Plato  makes  Socrates  the  chief  speaker.  One  of  puto's 
Plato's  dialogues,  the  Republic^  describes  the  philoso-  "Dialoguea." 
pher's  ideal  state.  It  has  been  the  parent  of  many  similar  romances 
from  that  time  to  the  present.  Another  work,  the  Laws,  sets  forth 
an  ideal  legal  code.  Three  very  beautiful  dialogues  present  a 
touching  picture  of  the  last  days  of  Socrates.  All  these  composi- 
tions were  so  admirable  in  style  that  men  said  if  Zeus  had  spoken 
Greek  he  would  have  spoken  it  as  did  Plato. 

As  great  a  philosopher  as  Plato,  but  a  far  less  attractive  writer, 
was  Aristotle.     He  was  not  an  Athenian  by  birth,  but  Aristotle, 
he  passed  many  years  in  Athens,  first  as  a  pupil  of  384-3^* BC. 
Plato,  who  called  him  the  "  mind  "  of  the  school,  and  then  as  a 

1  In  529  A.D.  it  was  abolished  by  the  Roman  emperor  Justinian  because  the 
teachings  of  the  professors  were  opposed  to  Christianity. 
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teacher  of  philosophy  in  the  Athenian  city.*  Aristotle  contrasts 
with  Plato  in  some  measure  as  Thucydides  with  Herodotus.  Aris- 
totle was  a  cool^  cautious  thinker,  who  did  not  have  the  literary 
gifts  that  made  Plato's  prose  glow  with  poetic  power.  But  possibly 
no  other  man,  ancient  or  modem,  has  ever  possessed  an  intellect 
so  original,  so  powerful,  and  so  comprehensive  as  Aristotle's.  He 
still  remains  "  the  master  of  those  who  know." 

Aristotle  seems  to  have  taken  all  knowledge  for  his  province. 
He  investigated  the  ideas  underlying  the  arts  of  rhetoric  and 
Aristotle's  poetry ;  he  gathered  the  constitutions  of  many  Greek 
inyestiga-  States  and  drew  from  them  some  general  principles  of 
***°®*  politics ;  he  studied  collections  of  strange  plants  and 

animals  to  learn  their  structure  and  habits ;  he  examined  the  acts 
and  beliefs  of  men  in  order  to  write  works  on  ethics.  Perhaps  the 
supreme  achievement  of  Aristotle  was  the  creation  of  logic  or  the 
science  of  reasoning. 

In  all  this  investigation,  Aristotle  was  not  content  to  accept  what 
previous  men  had  written,  or  to  spin  a  pleasing  theory  merely  out 
His  method  of  his  own  brain.  £ver)rwhere  he  sought  for  facts ; 
•f  study.  everything  he  tried  to  bring  to  the  test  of  personal 
observation.  He  was  a  lover  of  truth.  "  Plato  and  truth  are  both 
dear  to  me,"  he  said,  "but  it  is  a  sacred  duty  to  prefer  truth." 
Aristotle,  then,  was  as  much  a  scientist  as  a  philosopher.  When 
we  remember  that  very  little  of  a  scientific  character  had 
been  written  before  his  time,  we  can  realize  his  influence  on  the 
thought  of  the  world.  So  thoroughly  did  he  do  his  task  that  his 
works,  besides  being  reverently  studied  for  centuries  after  his  death, 
are  still  textbooks  in  our  universities. 

The  lifetime  of  Aristotle  covers  exactly  the  same  span  as  that  of 
the  Athenian  orator  Demosthenes.  Demosthenes  gained  his  &me 
as  the  champion  of  Greece  against  Philip  of  Macedonia.    Aristotle 

1  Aristotle  taught  in  a  building  with  a  "peripatos,"  or  covered  walk,  near  the 
pleasure  ground  and  gymnasium  called  the  Lyceum.  Hence  comes  the  term 
"  peripatetic  "  applied  to  Aristotle's  philosophy. 
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served  as  the  tutor  of  Philip's  young  son,  Alexander.     The  oratory 
of  the  one,  the  philosophy  of  the  other,  belong,  therefore,  less  to 
the  age  of  the  city-states  than  to  the  succeeding  period  iri^totle 
of  Macedonian  supremacy  over  Greece.    To  the  con-  and  Demot- 
sideration  of  this  new  period  we  now  address  ourselves.      ""'' 


A  PArvRus  Manuscript 

in  Egypt  in  1890.      Il  u  luppoKd  la  be  Ihal  or  A 


Stodiea 


I.  On  an  outline  map  indicaie  (he  Athenian  allies  and  dependencies  and 
those  of  Sparta  at  the  opening  of  the  Peloponnesian  War.  2.  Write  a  sum- 
mary (600  words)  of  the  principal  events  in  Athenian  history  between  the 
dates  479-4JI  B.C.  3.  Identify  the  following  dates;  362  B.C.,  3S6  B.C., 
371  B.C.,  431  B.C.,  404  B.C.,  354  B.C.,  415-413  B.C.  4.  What  did  patriotism 
mean  to  a  Greek?  Illustrate  with  reference  to  Themistocles.  5,  Compare 
the  Delian  League  with  the  Peloponnesian  League  (likenesses  and  differ- 
ences).     6,   Why  did  Deloa  become  the  center  of  the  league?      7.  Contrast 
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the  character  and  services  of  Cimon  and  Pericles.  8.  Distinguish  between 
a  confederacy  and  an  empire.  9.  Were  the  Athenians  justified  in 
using   force   to   compel   revolted  cities  to  remain  in  the  Delian   League? 

10.  Distinguish    the    Athenian    cleruchies   from   ordinary  Greek   colonies. 

11.  Compare  the  relations  of  the  Delian  subject  cities  to  Athens  with 
those    of   British   colonies,  such    as   Canada   and    Australia,  to   England. 

12.  What  do  you  understand  by  representative  government?  13.  If  the 
Athenian  Empire  could  have  rested  on  a  representative  basis,  why  would  it 
have  been  more  likely  to  endure?  14.  How  far  can  the  phrase  '^govern- 
ment of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people ''  be  applied  to  the  Athenian 
democracy?  15.  Did  the  popular  assembly  of  Athens  have  any  resemblance 
to  a  New  England  town  meeting?  16.  Compare  the  Athenian  jury  system 
with  that  of  England  and  the  United  States.  1 7.  The  Athenian  democracy 
of  the  time  of  Pericles  has  been  described  as  9,  pure  democracy  and  not,  like 
the  American,  as  a  representative  democracy.  In  what  lies  the  difference? 
18.  Can  you  suggest  any  objections  to  the  system  of  state  pay  introduced  by 
Pericles?  To  what  extent  do  we  employ  the  same  system  under  our  govern- 
ment? 19.  What  conditions  of  the  time  help  to  explain  the  contempt  of 
the  Greeks  for  "money- making''?  20.  Compare  Athenian  commerce  (ex- 
ports and  imports)  with  that  of  ancient  Phoenicia.  21.  From  the  table 
(page  230,  note  2),  compute  the  value  of  the  drachma,  the  mina,  and  the 
talent,  in  American  money.  22.  Trace  on  the  map,  page  203,  the  Long 
Walls  of  Athens.  23.  Why  has  the  Peloponnesian  War  been  called  an 
"irrepressible  conflict"?  Why  has  it  been  called  the  "suicide  of  Greece"? 
24.  What  states  of  the  Greek  mainland  were  neutral  in  the  Peloponnesian 
War  (map,  facing  page  234)?  25.  Contrast  the  resources  of  the  con- 
tending parties.  Where  was  each  side  weak  and  where  strong?  26.  How 
does  the  career  of  Alcibiades  illustrate  a  weakness  of  the  Athenian  demo- 
cratic system?  27.  Why  was  the  tyranny  of  Sparta  more  oppressive 
than  that  of  Athens?  28.  What  significance  has  the  Peace  of  Antalcidas? 
29.  What  were  the  reasons  for  the  failure  of  the  Athenian,  Spartan,  and 
Theban  attempts  at  empire?  30.  What  was  the  political  importance  of 
Aristophanes'  comedies?  31.  Why  has  the  name  "sophist"  received  a  bad 
meaning?  32.  What  is  the  "Socratic  method"  of  teaching?  33.  Why 
has  Aristotle  such  great  importance  in  ancient  philosophy? 
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100.    Macedonia  and  its  People 

For  many  centuries  the  history  of  continental  Greece  had  been 
confined  to  the  central  and  southern  divisions  of  the  peninsula. 
The  northern  regions  of  Thessaly  and  Epirus  were  too  jf^jrthern 
distant  and  their  inhabitants  too  barbarous  to  exert  Greek 
much  influence  on  the   Greek  world.    Still  less  in  P^P^®** 
touch  with  Greek  life  was  the  land  of  Macedonia.^ 

Macedonia  covered  a  wide  territory,  extending  from  Thrace  on 
the  east  to  the  borders  of  Epirus  and  Thessaly  on  the  south.     Its 
early  history  is  that  of  an  inland  state.     The  coast  had  xhe  land  of 
been  long  occupied  by  a  fringe  of  Greek  colonies,  in-  Macedonia, 
eluding  those  on  the  peninsula  of  Chalcidice.     Opening  on  the 
coast  was  a  broad  fertile  plain  formed  by  three  large  rivers  which 

1  See  page  laa. 
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empty  into  the  i£gean.  In  the  rear  rose  the  highlands,  cut  up 
into  narrow  valleys  with  lofty  mountain  ramparts. 

The  people  of  Macedonia  were  Greek  in  blood  and  language. 
We  may  regard  them  as  making  up  the  outer  rim  of  the  Greek 
The  Mace-  race.  No  doubt  they  were  an  offshoot  of  those  in- 
doniana.  vaders  from  the  north  who  had  entered  the  Balkan 
peninsula  before  the  dawn  of  history.*  The  Macedonians  remained 
for  centuries  a  rude,  uncultivated  folk.  Fighting  and  hunting 
formed  the  chief  occupation  of  the  highlanders.  A  youth  who  had 
slain  no  foe  wore  a  rope  around  his  waist  to  show  that  he  was 
still  unfree ;  and  until  he  had  killed  a  wild  boar  he  could  not  sit 
at  table  with  the  men.  The  inhabitants  of  the  lowlands  were  more 
civilized.  They  tilled  their  fields  as  sturdy  farmers  and  carried  on 
much  trade  with  the  Hellenic  colonists  along  the  coast.  From 
the  latter,  they  learned  to  dwell  in  cities,  to  wear  the  heavy  armor 
of  the  Greeks,  to  call  themselves  and  their  gods  by  Greek  names. 

The  kings  of  Macedonia,  from  the  time  of  the  Persian  wars, 
embraced  every  opportunity  to  spread  Greek  culture  throughout 
Early  ^^^^^  realm.     The  royal  family,  indeed,  claimed  de- 

kings  of  scent  from  the  Dorian  princes  of  Argos,  even  from 
Macedonia,  juigh^y  Heracles.  The  Greeks  admitted  this  claim  by 
allowing  a  Macedonian  king  to  take  part  in  the  Olympic  games, 
from  which  all  foreigners  were  excluded.  Other  Macedonian 
monarchs  invited  the  poets  and  artists  of  Hellas  to  their  courts 
and  tried  to  maintain  friendly  relations  with  the  city-states.  By 
the  middle  of  the  fourth  century  B.C.,  the  Macedonians  were  ready 
to  take  a  prominent  place  in  the  Greek  world.  It  was  the  work 
of  Philip  n  to  achieve  this  destiny  for  his  people. 

101.    Philip  of  Macedonia 

Philip  of  Macedonia  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  characters 
of  antiquity.  In  bodily  vigor,  in  strength  and  bravery,  he  was 
every  inch  a  king.     He  was  the  best  horseman,  the  boldest  swim- 

1  See  page  148. 
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mer,  the  keenest  hunter,  in  the  land.  His  mental  equipment 
matched  his  physical  gifts.  He  became  versed  in  Greek  litera- 
ture and  philosophy,  and  so  mastered  the  Greek  chvwtei 
language  as  to  be  accounted  one  of  the  first  orators  <*  Philip- 
of  his  time.  Sagacious  and  resolute,  gifted  with  inflexibility  of 
purpose  and  an  overpowering  will,  Philip  was  a  true  leader  of  men. 
To  Greece  and  its  ways  Philip  was  no  stranger.  Part  of  his  boy- 
hood had  been  passed  as  a  hostage  at  Thebes  in  the  great  years  of 
Theban  glory.  His  resi-  p^,,^,^ 
dence  there  gave  him  a  tmbitioa  to 
keen  insight  into  Greek  ^*  **" 
politics,  and  taught  him 
the  art  of  war  as  it  had  been  perfected 
by  Epaminondas.  In  the  distracted 
condition  of  Greece,  worn  out  by  the 
rivalries  of  contending  cities,  Fhihp 
saw  the  opportunity  of  Macedonia. 
He  aimed  to  secure  for  his  country  phiuf  ii 

the      position     of     supremacy     which         From  a  gold  medallion  itnckbr 

neither  Athens,  Sparta,  nor  Thebes  Alexander 

had  been  able  to  hold.  To  place  Macedonia  at  the  head  of 
Greece  formed  the  abiding  purpose  of  his  life.  As  an  Athenian 
orator  remarked,  "  Philip,  to  gain  empire  and  power,  had  an  eye 
knocked  out,  his  collar-bone  broken,  his  arm  and  his  leg  maimed; 
he  abandoned  to  fortune  any  part  of  his  body  she  cared  to  take,  so 
that  honor  and  glory  might  be  the  portion  of  the  rest."  • 

Philip's  most  important  achievement  was  the  creation  of  the 
Macedonian  army,  which  he  led  to  the  conquest  of  Greece,  and 
which  his  son  was  to  lead   to  the  conquest  of  the  pjiuj-i, 
world.     Taking  a  hint  from  the  tactics  of  Epaminon-  •rmpi  tbe 
das,'  Philip  trained  his  infantry  to  fight  by  columns,  P""""- 
but  with  sufficient  intervals  between  the  files  to  permit  quick  and 
easy  movements.     Each  man  bore  an  enormous  lance,  eighteen 
1  Demosthenes,  On  Ihi  Crown.  67.  '  See  page  344. 
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feet  in  length.  When  this  heavy  phalanx  was  set  in  array,  the 
weapons  carried  by  the  soldiers  in  the  first  five  ranks  presented  a 
bristling  thicket  of  lance-points,  which  no  onset,  however  deter- 
mined, could  penetrate.  When  the  phalanx  moved  to  the  charge, 
it  never  failed  to  bear  down  the  ordinary  Greek  line  by  sheer 
force  of  impact. 

The  Macedonian  phalanx,  unlike  the  solid  Theban  column,  w^s 
not  intended  to  decide  a  battle  by  its  attack.  The  business  of  the 
Thecayalrv  P^^^*  ^^^  to  keep  the  front  of  the  foe  engaged, 
and  artu-  while  the  cavalry  rode  into  the  enemy's  flanks.  This 
lery.  reliance  on  masses  of  cavalry  to  win  a  victory  was 

something  new  in  warfare.  Another  novel  feature  consisted  in  the 
use  of  curious  engines  called  catapults,  able  to  throw  darts  and 
huge  stones  three  hundred  yards,  and  of  battering  rams  with  force 
enough  to  beat  down  the  walls  of  cities.  All  th^se  different  arms 
working  together,  made  a  war  machine  of  tremendous  power  — 
the  most  formidable  in  the  ancient  world  until  the  days  of  the 
Roman  legion. 

Philip  commanded  a  fine  army ;  he  ruled  with  absolute  sway  a 
territory  larger  than  any  other  Hellenic  state ;  he  himself  pos- 
Stnngth  of  sessed  a  genius  both  for  war  and  for  diplomacy. 
PhiUp.  With  such  advantages,  the  Macedonian  king  entered 

on  the  subjugation  of  disunited  Greece. 

102.    The  Rise  of  Macedonia,  359-338  B.C. 

Philip's  first  great  success  was  won  in  western  Thrace,  Here 
he  founded  the  city  of  Philippi  ^  and  seized  the  mines  of  Mount 
Conqaests  Pangaeus,  the  richest  gold- producing  region  known  to 
of  PhUip.  the  ancient  world.  The  income  from  the  mines  en- 
abled him  to  keep  his  soldiers  always  under  arms,  to  fit  out  a 
fleet,  and,  by  means  of  liberal  bribes,  to  hire  a  crowd  of  agents  in 

1  Philippi  became  noted  afterwards  as  the  first  city  in  Europe  where  ChristJani^ 
was  preached.  In  the  book  oi  Acts  (xvi,  9)  we  read  how  the  Ajwstle  Paul  went  to 
Philippi  from  Asia  Minor  as  the  result  of  a  vision,  in  which  a  man  of  Macedonia 
appeared  to  him,  saying,  "  Come  over  into  Macedonia  and  help  us." 
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nearly  every  Greek  city.  The  crafty  king  declared  that  he  found 
no  town  impregnable,  if  once  he  could  get  a  mule  load  of  gold 
passed  within  its  gates.  Philip  then  made  Macedonia  a  maritime 
state  by  annexing  the  Greek  cities  on  the  peninsula  of  Chalcidice. 
He  also  appeared  in  Thessaly,  occupied  its  principal  fortresses, 
and  extended  Macedonian  sway  to  the  Pass  of  Thermopylae. 

It  was  not  long  before  quarrels  between  the  Greek  city-states 
gave  to  Philip  that  foothold  in  central  Greece  for  which  he  had 
long  been  scheming,  A  bitter  feud  existed  at  this  ^^^^^ 
time  between  Phocis  and  Thebes.  The  Thebans  ac-  Sacred  War, 
cused  the  Phocians  of  having  trespassed  upon  some  ^S^^"^  ^-C 
land  which  belonged  to  the  temple  of  Apollo  at  Delphi.  The 
Amphictyonic  Council,  then  under  the  control  of  Thebes,  declared 
the  Phocians  guilty  of  sacrilege,  and  condemned  them  to  pay  a 
heavy  fine.  The  Phocians,  however,  instead  of  obeying  the  order, 
seized  the  temple  with  its  enormous  treasures,  and  hired  mercenary 
soldiers  to  fight  for  them.  Thereupon,  the  enemies  of  Phocis 
sought  Philip's  powerful  aid.  The  king  was  only  too  ready  to  pose 
as  a  champion  of  Apollo  against  the  men  who  had  violated  his 
shrine.  Philip  led  an  army  into  Phocis,  dismantled  its  cities,  and 
scattered  the  people  in  small  villages  throughout  the  land.  This 
episode  is  known  as  the  Second  Sacred  War.* 

The  Amphictyonic  Council  rewarded  Philip  by  transferring  to 
him  the  two  votes  in  their  assembly  formerly  possessed  by  Phocis. 
He  also  received  the  privilege  of  presiding  at  the 
Pythian   games.*     The   Macedonian    king  was  thus  ^J* 
admitted   into    the   innermost  circle   of  the  Greeks,  in  Greece. 
Philip's  position  of  honor  and  influence  aroused  hopes  that  he 
might  now  persuade  the  rival  city-states  to  lay  aside  their  quarrels 
and  form  a  great  Hellenic  league  for  an  attack  on  Persia.     An 
Athenian  orator,  Isocrates,  even  urged  this  policy  in  an  open  let- 
ter to  Philip.     But  the  time  had  not  yet  come  for  any  such  peace- 
fill  union  with  Macedonia. 

1  See  page  164.  ^  See  page  160. 
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103.    Demosthenes  and  the  End  of  Greek  Freedom, 

338-336  B.C. 

Philip,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  had  been  steadily  extending 
his  sway  over  Greece.  In  the  face  of  his  encroachments,  were 
Demosthe-  those  states  which  still  kept  their  independence  to 
nes. 384-  take  no  concerted  action  to  oppose  him?  Would 
3^  ®-^-  Athens,  Sparta,  and  Thebes,  so  long  the  leading  cities, 
submit  tamely  to  this  Macedonian  conqueror?  There  was  one 
man,  at  least,  who  realized  the  menace  to  Greek  freedom  from 
Philip's  onward  march.  In  the  Athenian  orator,  Demosthenes, 
Greece  found  a  champion  of  her  threatened  liberties. 

Demosthenes  was  the  last,  as  well  as  the  most  famous,  of  the 
great  Athenian  orators.     Much  of  their  oratory  —  the  debates  in 
the  Assembly,  the  speeches  before  the  jury  courts  — 
oratory  has  utterly  perished.     Many  of  the  speeches  which 

before  De-  survive  in  written  form  lack  the  interest  inspired  by 
other  productions  of  Greek  literature.  We  cannot 
hear  the  speaker  himself  as  he  strides  up  and  down  the  bema ;  or 
see  that  audience  of  eager  and  appreciative  Athenians  who  day 
after  day  filled  the  benches  of  the  Assembly  under  the  clear  Attic 
sky  and  in  the  warm  Attic  sunshine.  Yet  such  was  the  genius  of 
Demosthenes  that  his  words,  even  from  the  printed  page,  still 
thrill  with  fiery  elotiuence. 

Demosthenes  was  an  orator  by  will,  as  well  as  by  genius.  When 
he  first  began  to  speak,  the  citizens  laughed  at  his  long,  involved 
Demosthe-  sentences,  over-rapid  delivery,  and  awkward  bearing, 
nes  as  an  Friends  encouraged  him  to  persist,  assuring  him  that, 
orator.  j£  ^^^  manner  of  his  speeches  was  bad,  their  matter 

was  worthy  of  Pericles.  Numerous  stories  are  told  of  the  efforts 
made  by  Demosthenes  to  overcome  his  natural  defects.  He  prac- 
ticed gesturing  before  a  mirror,  and,  to  correct  a  stammering  pro- 
nunciation, recited  verses  with  pebbles  in  his  mouth.  He  would 
go  down  to  the  seashore  during  storms  and  strive  to  make  his 
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voice  heard  above  the  roar  of  wind  and  waves,  in  order  the  better 
to  face  the  boisterous  Assembly.  Demosthenes  studied  composi- 
tion no  less  than  elocution.  He  greatly  admired  Thucydides  and 
copied  that  historian's  work  eight  times  throughout,  to  acquire  a 
condensed  and  weighty  style.  No  wonder  that  the  rivals  of  De- 
mosthenes declared  that  his  speeches  smelt  of  the  midnight  oil. 
Before  long  he  came  to  be  regarded  as  the  prince  of  speakers 
even  in  the  city  of  orators.  His  powerftil 
addresses,  it  was  said,  could  "  lift  the  souls 
of  his  hearers  from  their  hinges." 

Demosthenes  was  a  man  cast  in  the  old 
heroic  mold.     His  patriotic  imagination  had 
been  fired  by  the  great  deeds  once  accom- 
plished by  free  Greeks.     Athens  rhe'TU- 
he  loved  with  passionate  devotion.  Upp'e*." 
Let  her  remember  her  ancient  glories,  he 
urged,  and,  by  withstanding  Philip,  become 
the  leader  of  Hellas  in  a  second  war  of  in- 
dependence.    In  his  very  first  speech  against 
Philip  (351  B-c),  he  contrasts  the  indifference 
displayed  by  his  countrymen  with  the  ambi- 
tious energy  of  their  foe.     Philip,  he  says,  is 
not  the  man  to  rest  content  with  the  con-         Demosthenes 
quests  that  he   has  already  made.     He   is      "'°"    """"• 
always  adding  to  his  possessions,  while  the  Athenians  do  nothing 
to  oppose  him.     In  another  speech,  delivered  after  the  Second 
Sacred  War,  Demosthenes  notes  what  rapid  progress  the  king  has 
made  toward  enslaving  Greece.     "  When  the  Greeks  once  abused 
their  power  to  oppress  others,  all  Greece  rose  to  prevent  this  in- 
justice ;  and  yet  to-day  we  suffer  an  unworthy  Macedonian,  a  bar- 
barian of  a  hated  race,  to  destroy  Greek  cities  arid  celebrate  in  his 
own  person  the  Pythian  games." ' 

The  stirring  appeals  of  the  great  orator  for  years  had  little  effect 

1  DemosUienes,  Tiird  PkiUffk,  41. 
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There  were  many  friends  of  Philip  in  the  Greek  states,  even  in 
Athens  itself.  When,  however,  Philip  once  more  entered  central 
Last  struE-  Greece  and  threatened  the  independence  of  its  cities, 
gle  of  the  the  eloquence  of  Demosthenes  met  a  readier  response. 
Greeks.  -^^  ^^xq  presence  of  the  common  danger,  Thebes  and 

Athens  at  last  gave  up  their  ancient  rivalry,  and  formed  a  de- 
fensive alliance  against  Philip.  Had  it  been  joined  by  Sparta  and 
the  other  Peloponnesian  states,  it  is  possible  that  their  united 
power  might  have  hurled  back  the  invader.     But  they  held  aloof. 

The  decisive  battle  was  fought  at  Chseronea  in  Boeotia.  On  that 
fatal  field  the  well-drilled  and  seasoned  troops  of  Macedonia, 
Battle  of  headed  by  a  master  of  the  art  of  war,  overcame 
Charonea,  the  citizen  levies  of  Greece.  The  Greeks  fought 
^  '  •  bravely,  as  of  yore,  and  their  defeat  was  not  in- 
glorious. The  three  hundred  hoplites  of  the  Sacred  Band,*  like  the 
Spartans  at  Thermopylae,  died  to  a  man.  Near  the  modem  town 
of  Chaeronea  the  traveler  can  still  see  the  tomb  where  the  fallen 
heroes  were  laid,  and  the  marble  lion  set  up  as  a  memorial  to  their 
dauntless  struggle.' 

Chaeronea  gave  Philip  the  undisputed  control  of  Greece.  But 
now  that  victory  was  assured,  he  had  no  intention  of  playing  the 
Philip's  tyrant.  Thebes,  indeed,  he  compelled  to  admit  a 
policy  as  Macedonian  garrison  to  her  citadel.  He  treated 
conqueror.  Athens  so  mildly  that  the  citizens  were  glad  to  con- 
clude with  him  a  peace  which  left  their  possessions  untouched. 
Philip  entered  the  Peloponnesus  as  a  liberator.  Its  towns  and 
cities  welcomed  an  alliance  with  so  powerful  a  protector  against 
Sparta. 

Having  completely  realized  his  design  of  establishing  a  protecto- 
rate over  Greece,  Philip's  restless  energy  drove  him  forward  to 
the  next  step  in  his  ambitious  program.     He  determined  to  carry 

1  See  page  245. 

^  The  lion  lay  for  centuries  in  fragments  on  the  plain,  but  in  190a  the  broken 
pieces  were  fitted  together  and  mounted  on  a  high  pedestal.  It  is  an  impressive 
monument. 
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out  the  plans,  so  long  cherished  by  the  Greeks,  for  an  invasion 
of  Asia  Minor,  and,  perhaps,  of  Persia  itself.  In  the  year 
337  B.C.,  a  congress  of  all  the  Hellenic  states  met  at  concrMtat 
Corinth  under  Philip's  presidency.  The  delegates  CoriBtb, 
voted  to  supply  ships  and  men  for  the  great  under-  337  B.C. 
taking,  and  placed  Philip  in  command  of  the  allied  forces.  A 
Macedonian  king  was  to  be  the  captain-general  of  Hellas. 

But  Philip  wa.  „„„^ 
destined  never  to  Phiup, 
lead  an  army  across  ^ 
the  Hellespont.     L^ss  than  two 
years  after  Chxronea,  an  assas- 
sin's dagger  laid  him  low,  and 
the  scepter  passed  to  his  young 
son,  Alexander. 

104.    Alexander  the  Great 

Alexander  was  only  twenty 
years  of  age  when  he  became 
ruler  of  Macedonia.   ^^^  y^^^^_ 

From  his  father  he  ful  Alex-  ■:"  '  ■\ 

must  have  inherited   *°^"-  Alexander  '    ' 

the  powerful  frame,  the  kingly  Gin>.«htit,  Munich 

figure,  the  masterful  will,  which  Probibi^  m  luihuiic  p«init  of  i]k  routb- 
made  so  deep  an  impress  on  all  '"'  ^'""^  '^'"  iJ'  »■=■ 
his  contemporaries.  His  mother,  a  proud  and  ambitious  woman, 
taught  him  that  the  blood  of  Achilles  ran  in  his  veins,  and  bade 
him  emulate  the  deeds  of  that  national  hero.  We  know  that  he 
learned  the  J/ia/i  by  heart  and  always  carried  a  copy  of  it  on  his 
campaigns.  As  he  came  to  manhood,  Alexander  developed  into  a 
splendid  athlete,  skillful  in  all  the  sports  of  his  rough-riding  com- 
panions, and  trained  in  every  warlike  exercise. 

With  Alexander,  the  boy  was  father  to  the  man,  if  we  may  trust 
the  anecdotes  about  him  told  by  the  Greek  biographer,  Plutarch. 
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His  fearless  character  showed  itself  when,  a  lad  of  twelve,  he 
tamed  the  fiery  horse  Bucephalus,  which  none  dared  ride.  "  My 
Anecdotes  of  son/'  said  Philip,  as  the  young  Alexander  came  gallop- 
Alezander.  j^g  ^p,  with  pride  and  joy  in  his  face,  "  seek  a  king- 
dom suited  to  your  powers ;  Macedonia  is  too  small  for  you."  ^ 
Alexander's  desire  for  fame  and  glory  was  revealed  in  the  com- 
plaint made  to  his  playmates  when  news  came  of  Philip's  victories, 
"  My  father  will  get  ahead  of  us  in  everything ;  he  will  leave  no 
great  task  for  me  to  share  with  you."* 

Philip  must  have  believed  that  in  Alexander  he  had  a  worthy 
son,  for  he  persuaded  Aristotle,  the  most  learned  man  in  Greece, 
Education  of  ^^  become  the  tutor  of  the  young  prince.  The  influ- 
Alezander  ence  of  that  philosopher  remained  with  Alexander 
by  Aristotle,  throughout  life.  Aristotle  taught  him  to  love  Greek 
art  and  science,  and  instilled  into  his  receptive  mind  an  admira- 
tion for  all  things  Grecian.  Alexander  used  to  say  that,  while  he 
owed  his  life  to  his  father,  he  owed  to  Aristotle  the  knowledge  of 
how  to  live  worthily. 

Such  was  the  youth  of  twenty  who  had  been  so  suddenly  called 
to  the  responsibilities  of  a  king.  His  enemies  knew  of  him  only 
A "  madcap  ^  ^  madcap  boy,  and  believed  that  in  his  inexperi- 
^y"?  enced   hands  the  Macedonian   power  would   fall  to 

pieces.  Never  was  there  a  greater  mistake,  as  the  Greeks  soon 
learned  to  their  cost. 

105.    Alexander  and  Greece,  336-335  B.C. 

The  situation  which  Alexander  faced  might  well  have  dismayed 
a  less  dauntless  spirit.  Philip  had  not  lived  long  enough  to  unite 
Alexander  firmly  his  wide  dominions.  His  unexpected  death 
crushes  proved   the  signal   for  uprisings  and   disorder.     The 

rebeUion.  barbarous  Thracians  broke  out  in  widespread  rebel- 
lion ;  the  Greeks  themselves  believed  that  the  time  had  come  to 
risk  another  blow  for  freedom.     But  with  a  few  bold  strokes  Alex- 

1  Plutarch,  Alexander,  6.  *  Plutarch,  Alexander^  5. 
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ander  set  his  kingdom  in  order.  A  series  of  swift  campaigns,  which , 
carried  him  even  beyond  the  Danube,  sufficed  to  quell  the  wild 
tribes  of  Thrace.  While  absent  in  the  northern  wilderness,  the 
turbulent  Greeks,  encouraged  by  a  rumor  of  his  death,  rose  in 
revolt  Thebes  blockaded  its  Macedonian  garrison,  and  nearly 
all  Greece  made  ready  to  answer  the  call  of  Demosthenes  to  arms. 

But  Alexander  was  not  dead.     Forced  marches  brought   him 
before  the  walls  of  Thebes ;  the  city  was  captured  ;  its  inhabitants 
slaughtered  or  sold  into  slavery ;  and  the  place  itself  De^tnictlon 
destroyed.*    The  house  of  the  poet  Pindar  *  alone  was  of  Thebes, 
spared  from  the  general  ruin.     The  fate  of  Thebes  pro-  335  B.C. 
vided  a  sufficient  warning.     The  Greeks  once  more  begged  for 
peace.    Alexander  accepted   their  submission  and  imposed  no 
further  punishment. 

Only  a  few  years  after  these  tragic  events,  when  Greece  lay 

prostrate  under  the  iron  heel  of  the  Macedonian,  Demosthenes 

delivered  his  famous  Oration  on  the   Crown.     The  Demoathe- 

Athenians,  as  a  signal  mark  of  honor,  had  voted  to  ^««^dthe 

OrAtioii  on 
grant  to  Demosthenes  an  ivory  crown  interwoven  with  the  down, 

gold.  A  rival  politician,  named  i^^schines,  together  with  33o  B.C. 
his  friends,  opposed  the  measure.  When  the  case  came  to  trial,  all 
Athens  gathered  in  the  Assembly  to  hear  the  debate.  ^Eschines,  in 
a  bitter  harangue,  attacked  the  entire  public  career  of  Demos- 
thenes. The  orator's  reply  was  a  splendid  defense,  not  alone  of 
his  past  policy,  but  also  of  the  stand  which  the  Athenians  had  made 
against  the  Macedonians.  It  was  better,  Demosthenes  urged,  to 
have  fought  and  lost  at  Chseronea,  than  never  to  have  dared  a  blow 
for  the  Hberties  of  Greece.  Athenians  who  remembered  Marathon 
and  Salamis  could  not  have  abandoned  without  a  struggle  the 
freedom  which  their  ancestors  had  braved  every  danger  to  win. 
And  if  the  outcome  of  the  struggle  had  been  known  to  the  world 

1  Although  the  city  was  restored  twenty  years  later,  it  never  again  played  a  leaa- 
ing  part  in  history.  Modern  Thebes  is  a  small  town,  built  on  the  site  of  the  ancient 
acropolis,  the  Cadmea.  >  See  page  183. 
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beforehand,  he  said,  "  not  even  then  ought  Athens  to  have  for- 
saken this  course,  if  Athens  had  any  regard  for  her  glory,  or  for 
her  past,  or  for  the  ages  to  come."  *  No  audience  could  resist 
the  torrent  of  such  eloquent  speech.  Demosthenes  gained  an  over- 
whelming victory  for  himself  and  for  the  honor  of  his  city.  In 
this  last  great  utterance  of  Demosthenes  —  the  most  brilliant  and 
roost  pathetic  oration  of  antiquity  —  free  Hellas  spoke  her  dying 
words. 

106.    Greece  and  Persia 

With  Greece  pacified,  Alexander  could  proceed  to  the  invasion 

of  Persia.     Since  the  days  of  Darius  the  Great,  the  empire  had 

remained  almost  intact — a  huge,  loosely  knit  collec- 
Soomiiig 

strength  of  tion  of  many  different  peoples,  whose  sole  bond  of 
the  Penian  union  was  their  common  allegiance  to  the  Great  King.* 
Its  resources  were  enormous.  There  were  millions  of 
men  for  the  armies  and  untold  wealth  in  the  royal  treasuries.  Yet 
the  empire  was  an  hollow  shell. 

Some  seventy  years  before  Alexander  set  forth  on  his  expedition, 
the  Greeks  had  witnessed  a  remarkable  disclosure  of  the  military 
Ezpedltion  weakness  of  Persia.  One  of  those  rare  revolts  which 
of  Cyrus,  threatened  the  security  of  the  Persian  Empire  broke 
40ZB.C.         ^^^  jj^  ^gj^  Minor.    The  satrap  of  this  region  was 

Cyrus,  the  Younger,  a  brother  of  the  Great  King,'  and  an  able, 
ambitious  man.  From  his  capital  at  Sardis,  he  plotted  to  seize 
the  throne  for  himself.  Cyrus  gathered  a  large  army  of  Asiatic 
troops  and  also  hired  about  thirteen  thousand  Greek  soldiers, 
some  of  them  Spartan  hoplites.  The  mixed  force  marched  with- 
out opposition  through  Asia  Minor,  threaded  the  Cilician  Gates,* 
and  reached  Cunaxa,  near  Babylon.  Here,  in  the  heart  of  his 
empire,  the  Persian  king  disputed  their  further  progress  with  a 
host  of  several  hundred  thousand  men.     Cyrus  was  slain  in  the 

1  Demosthenes,  On  the  Croum,  199.  ^  See  page  67. 

•  Artaxerxes  II  (404-359  B.C.).  *  See  page  49. 
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battle  that  followed,  and  his  Asiatic  troops  fled  from  the  field. 
The  Greeks  easily  routed  the  Persians  posted  against  them,  but 
the  death  of  Cyrus  made  their  victory  fruitless. 

The  Greeks  now  faced  a  desperate  situation.    They  found  them- 
selves stranded  in  Mesopotamia,  hundreds  of  miles  from  the  sea, 

and  without  a  guide  to  show  them  the  way  home. 

Retreat  of 
Their  generals  were  entrapped  and  murdered,  but  in  a  ^^  u  jgn 

hurried  night  meeting  the  soldiers  chose  new  leaders  Thousand," 
and  began  to  retreat  northward  along  the  banks  of  the  ^^^"^^  •^' 
Tigris  River.  The  enemy  dogged  their  footsteps,  yet  never  ven- 
tured on  a  pitched  battle.  The  Greeks  finally  left  the  plains  and 
plunged  into  the  mountains  of  Armenia.  Here  their  advance  was 
no  easier,  for  the  fierce  hill  tribes  blocked  the  passes,  rolled  down 
stones  upon  the  soldiers  from  the  heights,  and  burnt  the  villages 
where  they  might  have  found  rest  and  food.  When  winter  came 
on,  the  Greeks  had  to  march  through  miles  of  snowdrifts  and 
suffered  frightfully  from  the  cold.  Yet  the  little  army  kept  up  its 
courage  and  its  discipline,  pushed  steadily  forward,  and  at  last 
gained  a  mountain  ridge  where  there  was  sight  of  the  Euxine.  A 
joyful  shout,  "  The  sea  !  the  sea  ! "  spread  from  rank  to  rank,  for 
the  soldiers  felt  that  at  last  they  were  nearing  home.  A  few  days 
more  brought  them  to  the  Greek  city  of  Trapezus  ^  after  a  year  of 
wandering  and  a  journey  of  a  thousand  miles. 

The  story  of  this  invasion  of  Persia  and  the  subsequent  Retreat 
was  written  by  the  Athenian  Xenophon '  in  his  Anadasis,  It  is 
one  of  the  most  interesting  books  that  have  come  down  sienificance 
to  us  from  antiquity.  We  can  judge  from  it  how  vivid  of  the  expe- 
was  the  impression  which  the  adventures  of  the  "  Ten  ****^"- 
Thousand  "  made  on  the  Greeks  of  Xenophon*s  time.  A  small 
army  had  marched  to  the  center  of  the  Persian  dominions,  had 
overcome  a  host  many  times  its  size,  and  had  returned  to  Greece 
in  safety.  It  was  clear  proof  that  the  Persian  power,  however  im- 
posing on  the  outside,  could  offer  no  effective  resistance  to  an 

1  Modern  Trcbizond.  *  Sec  page  :15a. 
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attack  by  a  strong  force  of  disciplined  Greek  soldiers.  Henceforth 
the  Greeks  never  abandoned  the  idea  of  an  invasion  of  Persia. 

The  gigantic  task  fell,  however,  to  Alexander,  as  the  champion 
of  Hellas  against  the  barbarians.  With  an  army  of  less  than  forty 
Alexander's  thousand  men  Alexander  destroyed  an  empire  before 
invasion.  which,  for  two  centuries,  all  Asia  had  been  wont  to 
tremble.  History,  ancient  or  modern,  contains  no  other  record 
of  conquests  so  widespread,  so  thorough,  so  amazingly  rapid. 

107.     Conquest  of  Persia,  334-331  B.C. 

Alexander  crossed  the  Hellespont  in  the  spring  of  the  eventful 
year  334  b.c.  He  landed  not  {an  from  the  historic  plain  of 
Battle  of  '^^^y*  ^^^  ^t  once  began  his  march  along  the  coast, 
the  Orani-  Near  the  little  river  Granicus,  the  satraps  of  Asia  Minor 
cus,  334  .c.  jj^^  gathered  an  army  to  dispute  his  passage.  When 
Parmenion,  an  old  and  trusted  Macedonian  general,  saw  the  enemy 
posted  on  the  opposite  bank,  he  advised  the  king  to  wait  until  the 
following  morning  and  ford  the  river  before  the  Persians  had  again 
taken  up  their  positions.  "  I  should  be  ashamed,"  answered  Alex- 
ander, "  having  crossed  the  Hellespont,  to  be  detained  by  a  miser- 
able stream  like  the  Granicus,"*  Alexander  at  once  led  his 
cavalry  across  the  river  in  an  impetuous  charge  which  soon  sent 
the  Persian  troops  in  headlong  flight.  Then  the  phalanx  sur- 
rounded the  Greek  soldiers  in  Persian  hire  and  cut  them  down 
almost  to  a  man.  Such  traitors  to  Hellas  could  expect  no 
quarter. 

The  victory  cost  the  Macedonians  scarcely  a  hundred  men; 
but  it  was  complete.  Asia  Minor  lay  open  to  their  invasion.  As 
Annexation  Alexander  passed  southward,  town  after  town  opened 
of  Asia  its  gates — first  Sardis,  next  Ephesus,  then  all  the  other 

^^^'  cities  of  Ionia.     They  were  glad  enough  to  shake  off 

the  Persian  yoke.  Within  a  year,  Asia  Minor  was  a  Macedonian 
possession. 

1  Arrian,  Anabasis  of  Alexander  ^  i,  13. 
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Darius,  ^  in  the  meantime,  had  been  making  extensive  prepara- 
tions to  meet  the  invader.  He  possessed  half  a  million  men,  but 
he  followed  Alexander  too  hastily  and  was  forced  to  g^^j^  ^^ 
fight  in  a  narrow  defile  on  the  Syrian  coast  between  Issas, 
the  mountains  and  the  sea.  In  such  cramped  quarters  ^33  B.C. 
numbers  did  not  count.  The  battle  of  Issus  was  a  repetition,  on 
a  larger  scale,  of  that  at  the  Granicus.  Alexander  launched  his  cav- 
alry at  the  Persian  center  which  was  held  by  the  Great  King  and 
his  nobles.  The  Persian  vassals  fought  desperately  about  their 
lord.  Alexander,  who  exposed  himself  with  reckless  daring,  was 
severely  wounded.  At  length  Darius  gave  way,  turned,  and  fled. 
His  flight  was  the  signal  for  universal  panic.  Only  the  approach 
of  night  stayed  the  swords  of  the  victors.  A  great  quantity  of 
booty,  and  even  the  mother,  wife,  and  children  of  Darius,  fell  into 
Alexander's  hands.  His  royal  captives  he  treated  kindly,  but  re- 
fused, to"  make  peace  with  the  Persian  king. 

Af^er  Issus,  the  next  step  was  to  subdue  the  Phoenician  city  of 
Tyre,  the  headquarters  of  Persia's  naval  power.     The  city  lay  on 
a  rocky  island,  half  a  mile  from  the  shore.     Its  fortifi-   c^^p^ure 
cations  came  down  to  the  water's  edge  and  rose  one   of  Tyre, 
hundred  feet  above  the  waves.    The  place  seemed  im-  33*  B.C. 
pregnable  to  attack.     But  with  enormous  labor  a  causeway  was 
built  across  the  narrow  channel.     Powerful  siege-engines  then  bat- 
tered a  hole  in  the  walls,  the  Macedonians  poured  in,  and  T3a'e 
fell  by  storm.    Thousands  of  its  inhabitants  perished,  and  thousands 
more  were  sold  into  slavery.     The  great  emporium  of  the  East 
became  a  heap  of  ruins.' 

The  fate  of  Tyre  was  a  terrible  warning  to  those  cities  which 
should  fail  to  open  their  gates  to  Alexander.  All  the  Syrian  towns 
at  once  submitted,  except  the  ancient  Philistine'  stronghold  of 
Gaza.    The  capture  of  this  place  cleared  the  way  to  Egypt. 

1  Darius  III,  Codomannus  (336-330  B.C.). 

2  There  is  still  a  small  town  on  the  site  of  ancient  Tyre.  The  former  island  is 
now  a  peninsula  due  to  deposits  of  sand,  which  have  widened  Alexander's  mole 
into  a  strip  of  ground  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad.  *  See  page  54. 
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Here  the  Persian  forces  ofTered  little  resistance;  and  the  Egyptians 
themselves  welcomed  Alexander  as  a  deliverer.  Like  an  ancient 
Sabiection  Pharaoh,  he  made  a  triumphal  entry  into  Memphis. 
ofSyziA  Alexander  then  sailed  down  the  Nile  to  its  western 
Md  *gypt.  mouth,  where  he  laid  the  foundations  of  a  great  city  — 
that  Alexandria  which  so  speedily  became  the  metropolis  of  the 
Orient. 

Leaving  Alexandria,  the  Macedonian  king  marched  west  to  the 
borders  of  Libya,  and  received  the  submission  of  Cyrene,  the  most 
Alexander  important  Greek  colony  in  Africa.*  Alexander's  domin- 
In  Libya.  ions  were  thus  extended  to  the  border  of  the  Cartha- 
ginian possessions.  He  then  visited  a  celebrated  temple  and 
oracle  of  the  god  Amon,'  located  in  an  oasis  of  the  Libyan  desert. 
The  priests  were  ready  enough  to  hail  him  as  a  son  of  Amofi,  as 
one  before  whom  his  Egyptian  subjects  might  bow  down  and  adore. 
But  after  Alexander's  death,  his  worship  spread  widely  over  the 
world,  and  even  the  Roman  Senate  gave  him  a  place  among  the 
gods  of  Olympus. 

From  Egypt,  Alexander  turned  eastward  on  his  victorious 
march.  The  time  had  now  come  to  strike  directly  at  the  Persian 
BatUeof  ^'°S-  Following  the  ancient  trade  routes  through 
Arbeia,  northern  Mesopotamia,  Alexander  crossed  the  Euphra- 

331  B.C.  ^^g  ^^^  ^1^^  Tigris,  and,  on  a  broad  plain  not  far  from  the 
grass-grown  ruins  of  ancient  Nineveh,  found  himself  confronted  by 
the  Persian  host.  The  battle  of  Arbela  was  perhaps  the  most 
famous  fight  in  antiquity.  Undismayed  by  his  previous  defeat, 
Darius  had  made  one  more  mighty  effort,  gathering,  we  are  told, 
a  million  men  under  the  royal  banners.  All  the  force  of  the  East 
was  set  forth  in  array  —  the  Great  King  with  a  guard  of  Persian 
nobles  holding  the  center,  a  strong  body  of  Greek  mercenaries, 
myriads  of  horsemen  and  footsoldiers  gathered  from  every  quarter 
of  the  empire,  even  huge  elephants  and  scythe-armed  chariots. 
The  Persians  spent  the  night  before  the  battle  under  arms.     When 

1  See  page  180.  S  See  page  92. 
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the  Macedonian-leaders  beheld  all  the  plain  aglow  with  campfires 
and  heard  the  confused  sound  of  voices  like  the  distant  roar  of  the 
ocean,  they  were  amazed  at  the  multitude  of  their  enemy.  Old 
Parmenion,  hastening  to  Alexander,  begged  him  to  attack  at  once, 
under  the  cover  of  darkness.  It  was  rash  advice,  for  then  the 
iron  Macedonian  discipline  would  have  counted  for  nothing.  "  I 
steal  no  victory,"  *  replied  the  gallant  yet  prudent  prince.  The 
conflict  next  morning  was  fiercely  disputed.  Darius  held  an 
excellent  position  and  hoped  to  crush  his  foe  by  sheer  weight  of 
numbers.  But  nothing  could  stop  the  Macedonian  onset;  once 
more  Darius  fled  away,  and  once  more  the  Persians,  deserted  by 
their  king,  broke  up  in  hopeless  rout 

The  battle  of  Arbela  decided  the  fate  of  the  Persian  Empire. 
It  remained  only  to  gather  the  fruits  of  victory.    The  city  of 
Babylon  at  once  surrendered  without  a  struggle.     Susa,  ^^  ^  ^^ 
with  its  enormous  treasure,  fell  into  the  conqueror's  Penian 
hands.     Persepolis  was  given  up  to  fire  and  sword.*  *"*?*'•• 
Darius  himself,  as  he  hurried  away  into  the  lands  beyond  the  Oxus, 
was  murdered  by  his  own  men.     With  the  death  of  Darius,  the 
national  war  of  Greece  against  Persia  came  to  an  end. 

108.    Conquest  of  the  Far  East,  331-323  B.C. 

Of  the  four  main  divisions  of  the  Persian  Empire,  Alexander 
had  conquered  three.     Granicus   uncovered  Asia   Minor;  Issus 
made  a  pathway  to  Syria  and  Egypt ;  Arbela  opened 
up  the  Tigris- Euphrates  valley  with  all  the  outlying  geeks  new 
regions.     Far  to  the  east,  beyond  mountain  barriers,  worlda  to 
lay  Iran  and  India.    The  Persian  possessions  in  these  ^°"^"®'' 
distant  regions  were  loosely  joined  to  the  empire,  and  they  were 

1  Plutarch,  A Ux under,  31. 

>  According  to  one  account,  Alexander  deliberately  burned  the  royal  palace  at 
Persepolis  in  revenge  for  Xerxes'  destruction  of  Athens.  Another  story  is  that 
Alexander's  act  was  the  outcome  of  a  sudden  frenzy,  one  night  when  he  and  his 
friends  had  drunk  deep  at  a  festival.  See  Dryden's  splendid  ode, "  Alexander's 
Feast."  The  site  of  Persepolis  is  still  marked  by  the  lof^  platform  which  supported 
the  king's  palace  and  other  imposing  buildings. 
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peopled  by  warlike  tribes  of  a  very  different  stamp  from  the  now 
effeminate  Persians.  Alexander  might  well  have  been  content 
to  leave  them  undisturbed.  Yet  the  man  could  never  rest  while 
there  were  still  lands  to  conquer.  Even  the  remotest  provinces 
of  the  dying  empire  must  yield  obedience  to  his  sway. 

The  conquest  of  Iran  occupied  nearly  two  years.  After  sub- 
duing the  tribes  about  the  shores  of  the  Caspian  and  the  valiant 
Conauest  of  naountaineers  of  what  is  now  Afghanistan,^  Alexander 
northern  crossed  the  lofty  barrier  of  the  Hindu-Kush,  and  en- 
*"•  tered  the  Persian  provinces  between  the  Oxus  and 

the  Jaxartes.  Here  in  central  Asia  he  fixed  the  northernmost 
boundary  of  his  already  gigantic  realm. 

From  the  lands  by  the  Oxus,  Alexander  now  led  his  army 
once  more  across  the  Hindu-Kush  into  northwestern  India.  He 
Conquest  of  overcame  the  Indian  king,  Porus,  who  with  a  large 
northern  army  and  two  hundred  huge  elephants  disputed  his 
^^^'  advance  on  the  banks  of  the  Hydaspes.    The  battle 

added  the  Persian  province  of  the  Punjab'  to  the  Macedonian 
possessions.  Alexander  then  pressed  for^'ard  to  the  conquest 
of  the  Ganges  valley,  but  in  the  full  tide  of  victory  his  weary 
soldiers  broke  out  in  mutiny.  Unlike  Alexander,  they  had  had 
their  fill  of  war  and  martial  glory ;  they  would  conquer  no  more 
lands  for  their  ambitious  king.  Reluctantly,  he  gave  the  order 
for  the  homeward  march. 

Alexander  was  of  too  adventurous  a  disposition  to  return  by  the 
way  he  had  come.     He  resolved  to  reach  Babylon  by  a  new  route. 

Alexander's  ^®  ^"*'*  ^  ^^^y  ^^  ^^^  Indus  and  had  it  accompany 
return  to  the  army  down  the  river.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Indus, 
Babylon.  Alexander  dispatched  his  fleet  under  his  admiral, 
Nearchus,  to  explore  the  Indian  Ocean  and  to  discover,  if  possi- 
ble, a  sea  route  between  India  and  the  West.  He  himself  led 
the  army,  by  a  long  and  toilsome  march  through  the  deserts  of 

1  The  city  of  Kandahar  in  Afghanistan  is  said  to  have  been  founded  by  Alex- 
ander and,  in  an  Oriental  form,  still  bears  his  name.  ^  See  pages  31,  66. 
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southern  Iran,  to  Babylon.    That  city  now  became  the  capital 
of  the  empire. 

Scarcely  two  years  after  his  return,  while  he  was   meditating 
yet  more  extensive   conquests  in  Arabia,   Africa,   and  western 
Europe,  the  deadly  Babylonian  fever  laid  him  low.  D^^^ji^f 
In  June,   323  B.C.,  after  several  days  of  illness,  the  Alexander, 
conqueror  of  the  world  passed  away,  being  not  quite  ^^ 
thirty-three  years  of  age. 

109.    The  Work  of  Alexander 

Alexander  the  Great  was  one  of  the  foremost,  perhaps  the  first, 
of  the  great  captains  of  antiquity.  But  he  was  more  than  a  world- 
conqueror  ;  he  was  a  statesman  of  the  highest  order. 

Alexander 
Had  he  been  spared  for  an  ordinary  lifetime,  there  as  warrior 

is  no  telling  how  much  he  might  have  accomplished.  »*  states- 
Eleven  years  had  sufficed  him  to  subdue  the  East  and 
to  leave  an  impress  upon  it  which  was  to  endure  for  centuries. 
And  yet  his  work  had  only  begun.  There  were  still  lands  to 
subdue,  cities  to  build,  untrodden  regions  to  explore.  Above  all, 
it  was  still  his  task  to  shape  his  possessions  into  a  well-knit,  unified 
empire,  able  to  survive  when  the  master's  guiding  hand  had  been 
removed.  His  early  death  was  a  calamity,  for  it  prevented  the 
complete  realization  of  his  splendid  ambitions. 

The  immediate  result  of  Alexander's  conquests  was  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  barriers  which  had  so  long  shut  in  the  Oriental 
world.     The  East,  until  his  day,  was  an  almost  un-  Hellenizine 
known  land.     Now  it  lay  open  to  the   spread   of   of  the 
Greek  civilization.     In  the  wake  of  the  Macedonian  ^•"*- 
armies  followed  Greek  philosophers  and  scientists,  Greek  archi- 
tects and  artists,  Greek  colonists,  merchants,  and  artisans.     Every- 
where into  that  huge,  inert,  unprogressive  Oriental  world  came 
the  active  and  enterprising  men  of  Hellas.     They  brought  their 
arts  and  culture,  and  became  the  teachers  of  those  whom  they 
had  called  **  barbarians." 
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The  ultimate  result  of  Alexander's  conquests  was  the  fusion  of 
East  and  West*  He  realized  that  his  new  empire  must  contain 
Fusion  of  *  place  for  Oriental,  as  well  as  for  Greek  and  Mace- 
East  and  donian,  subjects.  It  was  Alexander's  aim,  therefore, 
^*"*'  to  build  up  a  new  state  where  the  distinction  between 

the  European  and  the  Asiatic  should  gradually  pass  away.  He 
welcomed  Persian  nobles  to  his  court  and  placed  them  in  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  honor.  He  organized  the  government  of  his 
provinces  on  a  sjrstem  resembling  that  of  Darius  the  Great.^  He 
trained  thousands  of  Persian  soldiers  to  replace  the  worn-out 
veterans  in  his  armies.  He  encouraged  by  liberal  dowries  mixed 
marriages  between  Macedonians  and  Orientals,  and  himself 
wedded  the  daughter  of  the  last  Persian  king.  To  hold  his 
dominions  together  and  provide  a  meeting  place  for  both  classes 
of  his  subjects,  he  founded  no  less  than  seventy  cities  in  different 
parts  of  the  empire.  Such  measures  as  these,  taken  sometimes 
in  face  of  fierce  opposition  on  the  part  of  his  proud  Macedonians, 
show  that  Alexander  had  a  mind  of  wide,  even  cosmopolitan,  sym- 
pathies. They  serve  to  indicate  the  loss  which  ancient  civilization 
suffered  by  his  untimely  end. 

With  Alexander  the  Great,  the  history  of  Greece  begins  to 
merge  into  the  history  of  the  ancient  world.  During  the  next 
TheHeUen-  two  hundred  years,  we  follow,  not  the  development 
istic  Age.  of  a  single  people,  but  the  gradual  spread  of  Greek 
customs  and  ideas  over  Oriental  lands.  We  enter  on  the  Grseco- 
Oriental  or  Hellenistic '  Age. 

Studies 

I.  On  an  outline  map  indicate  the  routes  of  Alexander,  marking  the  prin- 
cipal battlefields  and  the  most  important  cities  founded  by  him.  Note,  also,  the 
voyage  of  Clearchus.  2.  Give  the  proper  dates  for  (a)  accession  of  Alex- 
ander ;   (d)  battle  of  Issus  j  (^)  battle  of  Arbela ;   (^)  death  of  Alexander. 

1  See  pages  67-68. 

2  The  terra  "  Hellenic  "  refers  to  purely  Greek  culture ;  the  term  "  Hellenistic  " 
to  Greek  culture  as  modified  by  contact  with  Oriental  peoples. 
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5.  Compare  the  Macedonians  with  the  Homeric  Greeks.  4.  What  is  the 
position  of  Macedonia  to-day?  Of  what  empire  is  it  a  part?  5.  Why  ctid 
the  Greeks  make  so  feeble  a  resistance  to  the  encroachments  of  Philip? 

6.  Show  how  the  phalanx  and  the  cavalry  co5pcrated.  7.  In  what  sense 
was  Chaeronea  a  decisive  battle?  8.  Contrast  the  Council  of  Corinth  of 
337  B.C.  with  the  council  held  there  in  481  B.C  9.  How  is  it  true  that  the 
expedition  of  the  Ten  Thousand  forms  *'  an  epilogue  to  the  invasion  of  Xerxes 
and  a  prologue  to  the  conquests  of  Alexander"?  10.  Trace  the  relations 
of  Greece  and  Persia  from  479  to  334  B.C.  11.  Compare,  point  by  point, 
Alexander's  invasion  of  Persia  with  the  invasion  of  Greece  by  Xerxes.  1 2.  Lo- 
cate the  sites  of  Alexander's  three  victories  over  the  Persians.  13.  Suggest 
some  reasons  for  the  failure  of  the  Persian  defense.  14.  Distinguish  be- 
tween the  immediate  and  the  ultimate  results  of  Alexander's  conquests. 

15.  What  qualities  of  a  great  leader  of  men  were  possessed  by  Alexander? 

16.  Comment  on  the  following  statement:  "No  single  personality,  excepting 
the  carpenter's  son  of  Nazareth,  has  done  so  much  to  make  the  world  we  live  in 
what  it  is  as  Alexander  of  Macedon."  1 7.  How  did  the  Macedonian  Empire 
compare  in  size  with  that  of  Persia?  With  that  of  Assyria?  18.  Whdl  mod- 
ern countries  are  included  within  the  Macedonian  Empire  under  Alexander? 


CHAPTER   IX 

HELLENISTIC  CIVILIZATION  AFTER  828  B.C. 

References 

Sources.  —  Botsford,  Source  Book  of  Ancient  History^  297-311,  "The 
Hellenistic  Age."  Davis,  Readings  in  Ancient  History^  vol.  i,  chap,  x, "  The 
Plellenistic  Age."  Wright,  Masterpieces  of  Greek  Literature^  429-443, 
"  Theocritus  "  ;  444-456,  "  Lucian." 

Modern  Works.  —  Mahaffy  and  Gilman,  Story  of  Alexander's  Empire^ 
89-95,  "The  Golden  Age  of  Hellenism";  142-155,  " Science  and  Letters  at 
Alexa|dria  "  ;  187-198, "  Commerce  and  Culture  at  Pergamum  and  Rhodes  "\ 
300-310,  "The  Influence  of  Hellenism  on  Rome." 

Illustrative  Literature.  —  Marden,  Greece  and  the  yEgean  Islands^ 
304-317,  "Cos  and  Cnidus";  318-333,  "Rhodes." 

110.    The  Macedonian  Kingdoms 

The  half  century  following  Alexander's  death  is  a  confused  and 
troubled  period  in  ancient  history.     The  king  had  left  no  legiti- 
mate son  —  no  one  with  an  undisputed  title  to  the 
Break-np 
of  the  Alex-    succession.     On  his  deathbed,  Alexander  had  himself 

andrian  declared  that  the  realm  should  go  "  to  the  strongest."  * 

™^  **  It  was  certain,  under  these  circumstances,  that  his 
possessions  would  become  the  battleground  of  the  leading  Mace- 
donian generals.  The  unwieldy  empire  at  length  broke  in  pieces. 
Out  of  the  fragments  arose  the  three  great  kingdoms  of  Mace- 
donia, Egypt,  and  Syria.  Each  remained  independent  until  the 
era  of  Roman  conquest  in  the  East. 
The  kingdom  of  Macedonia  included  the  European  territories  of 

_  Philip  and  Alexander  —  Macedonia  proper,  Thrace, 

Macedonia. 

and    Thessaly.     Its     monarchs    also    asserted    their 
claims  over  the  Greek  states  and  the  ^gean  islands.    Though  the 

1  Arrian,  Anadasis  of  Alexander,  vii,  36. 
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smallest  of  the  three  kingdoms,  its  natural  resources  and  warlike 
population  made  Macedonia  a  strong  military  power.  The  Mace« 
donians  were  the  most  formidable  foes  which  Rome  met  in  her 
career  of  eastern  conquest. 

The  kingdom  of  Egypt  was  founded  by  Ptolemy,  one  of  Alex- 
ander's ablest  generals.    In  addition  to  Egypt,  it  comprised  part 
of  northern  Africa,  the  island  of  Cyprus  in  the  eastern  ggyp^ 
Mediterranean,  as  well  as  many  cities  on  the  x:oasi  of  under  the 
western  Asia.    The  compactness  and  unity  of  these  ^^^'^^i^^' 
possessions  gave  the  kingdom  military  strength ;  the  fertility  of 
Eg3rpt  made  it  rich  and  populous ;   and  the  control  of  the  sea 
route  from  India  by  the  Red  Sea  placed  it  on  the  highway  of 
commerce  with  the  Far  East.    Under  the  fostering  care  of  the 
earlier  Ptolemies,  Egypt  regained  her  old  position  as  a  leading 
center  of  civilized  life. 

Syria,  the  third  and  largest  kingdom,  became   the  prize  of 
Seleucus,  who  also  had  been  one  of  Alexander's  generals.     Syria 
was  a  huge  territory,  stretching  from  the  Hellespont  g^^ 
to  the  Indus.     Its  very  size  was  an  element  of  weak-  under  the 
ness.     India  first  fell  away.    Then  the  provinces  of   S^^^***^**- 
Iran  resumed  their  independence  under  native  princes.     These 
and  subsequent    losses   reduced   the    kingdom    to  the    Tigris- 
Euphrates  valley  and  the  seaboard  region  of  southern  Asia  Minor 
and  Syria  proper.     Nevertheless,  the  kingdom  of  the  Seleucidse 
remained  the  chief  power  in  Asia  until  the  Roman  conquest. 

In  addition  to  the  three  great  kingdoms,  there  were  several 
smaller  states  extending  all  the  way  from  Media  to  Epirus.  Thus 
the  conquests  of  Alexander,  instead  of  forming  an  jgjj^^^ 
extensive  world-power  under  a  single  head,  resulted  independent 
in  splitting  up  the  Persian  Empire  into  a  multitude  of  •^**** 
independent  states,  each  with  its  royal  dynasty,  its  capital  city,  its 
own  customs  and  laws.  The  unity  of  the  East  had  been  destroyed, 
not  again  to  be  renewed  until  the  might  of  Rome  brought  the 
Orient  under  another  imperial  sway. 
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111.  The  Greek  Federations 

As  soon  as  the  Greeks  heard  of  Alexander's  death,  they  made 
another  effort  to  throw  off  the  Macedonian  yoke.     Demosthenes 

End  of  Be-  ^^^  ^^^°  ^^  exile,  having  been  heavily  fined  on  a 
mosthenes,  charge  of  embezzling  public  funds.  The  Athenians 
3"  '  recalled  him  and  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  with 
which  to  pay  his  fine.  His  eloquence  once  more  stirred  the 
Greeks  to  unite  in  a  war  for  liberation.  It  proved  disastrous. 
Athens  was  forced  to  receive  a  Macedonian  garrison  and  ordered 
to  deliver  up  Demosthenes.  To  escape  falling  into  the  hands  of 
his  enemies,  the  great  orator  took  poison.  The  Athenians,  how- 
ever, cherished  his  memory,  and  on  his  statue  placed  this  epitaph : 
"  Had  your  strength  equaled  your  will,  Demosthenes,  the  Mace- 
donian War  God  would  never  have  conquered  Greece."  ^ 

But  now  the  Greeks  were  beginning  to  learn  that  the  freedom 
they  prized  so  much  could  be  obtained  only  by  a  close  and  lasting 
Rise  of  union.     In  the  century  following  Alexander's  death, 

federations,  they  commenced  to  draw  together  in  federations  to 
resist  Macedonia.  These  Greek  federations  made  a  remarkable 
experiment  in  ancient  politics. 

Perhaps  the  first  of  the  new  unions  was  that  of  the  ^tolians. 
They  were  a  backward,  almost  uncivilized  people,  whose  home 
iEtoiian  was  in  the  fastnesses  of  central  Greece,  north  of  the 
League.  Corinthian  Gulf.  Their  league,  composed  of  the  dif- 
ferent ^tolian  tribes,  first  assumed  importance  about  280  B.C. 
Many  communities  outside  ^tolia  were  afterwards  enrolled  in  its 
membership.  Although  a  powerful  organization,  the  league  does 
not  play  a  very  honorable  part  in  the  history  of  the  period.  The 
iEtolians  were  mostly  pirates  and  freebooters,  who  united  only 
for  greater  success  in  the  plundering  expeditions  which  made  them 
a  terror  to  their  neighbors.  The  -^tolian  League  was  a  purely  mili- 
tary leadership  for  selfish  ends.  It  did  little  to  free  Greece  iirom 
Macedonian  rule. 

1  Plutarch,  Demosthenes^  30. 
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A  far  more  noteworthy  league  was  that  of  the  Achieans  in  the 
northern  Peloponnesus.    It  began  in  the  first  half  of  the  third  cen- 
tury with  the  union  of  four  Achaean  cities  which  drove  Achsan 
out  their  Macedonian  garrisons  and  then  combined  for  l^»Ki». 
mutual  protection.     Neighboring  towns  followed  their  example, 
until  all  Achsea  formed  a  federal  state.     Subsequently,  Corinth, 
Ai^os,  and  maoy  smaller  commuoities  of  the  Fclopomiesus,  joined 
the  new  confederacy. 
It  was  now  the  strong- 
est power  in  Greece. 

The  business  of 
the  league  lay  in  the 
hands  of  an  assembly 
or  congress  com- 
posed of  all  Achieans 
who  cared  to  attend 
the  meet-  cwrtttnUw 
ings.  In'  of  tiu 
this  body  '••8'*- 
each  city,  whether 
large  or  small,  had 
one  vote.  Such  an 
arrangement  put  all 
the  members  of  the 

league  on  an  equality,  the  ^tolian  and  Ach«an  Leagues  (about 
The  assembly  met  "»  ^"^^ 

twice  a  year.  It  chose  a  general  or  president,  levied  taxes,  raised 
armies,  and  conducted  all  foreign  affairs.  The  cities,  in  local  mat- 
ters, continued  to  enjoy  their  old  independence.  Tilts  constitu- 
tion shows  that  the  Achtean  League  was  more  than  a  mere  alliance 
of  city-states.  It  really  formed  a  federal  republic  which  in  some 
respects  was  not  unlike  our  own.* 

IThe  e: 
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During  the  first  fifty  years  of  its  history,  the  Achaean  League 
met  a  well-merited  success.  It  freed  the  Peloponnesian  cities 
History  of  ^^om  their  tyrants  and  vigorously  asserted  the  cause  of 
the  leagae.  Greek  independence  against  Macedonia.  This  federal 
union  promised  for  a  time  to  restore  Greek  liberties.  But  dissen- 
sions and  civil  conflicts  destroyed  such  hopes.  Sparta  would  not 
join  the  league^  and  the  Peloponnesus  was  not  wide  enough  for 
both.  The  struggle  between  them  made  freedom  more  impossible 
than  ever.  To  overcome  its  rival,  the  Achaean  League  called  in 
Macedonia.  Macedonian  interference  crushed  Sparta,  but  reduced 
the  league  to  a  position  of  dependence  on  the  northern  power. 
Henceforth,  it  was  no  longer  the  champion  of  a  free  Hellas.  The 
federation  dwindled  in  importance  and,  finally,  in  the  second  cen- 
tury of  its  existence,  was  dissolved  by  Rorae.^ 

112.    Hellenistic  Cities:  Alexandria 

Of  even  greater  significance  than  the  Greek  federations  were 
the  Hellenistic  cities  which  from  the  time  of  Alexander  arose  in 
Nature  of  ©very  quarter  of  the  eastern  world.  This  growth  of 
theHeUenis-  new  cities,  as  in  America  and  Europe  to-day,  was 
tic  cities.  Qj^g  q£  ^j^g  noteworthy  features  of  the  age.  Some,  in- 
deed, were  merely  garrison  towns  in  the  heart  of  remote  provinces, 
and  some  were  only  outposts  where  Macedonian  soldiers  guarded 
the  frontiers.  Many  more,  however,  were  busy  marts  of  trade  and 
industry,  and  the  real  seats  of  Greek  influence  in  the  Orient. 

These  foundations  were   quite  unlike  the  old   Greek  cities.* 

They  were  not  free  and  independent  states.    They 
Contrasts 
with  the         managed  their  local  aflfairs,  but  otherwise  formed  a 

Greek  city-     part  of  the  kingdom  in  which  they  were   situated. 

They  were  much  larger,  too,  than  the  cities  of  the 

elder  Hellas,  and  their  population  was  very  mixed.     Usually  the 

These  men,  at  the  time  when  our  Constitution  was  framed,  argued  for  a  strong 
central  government  instead  of  a  simple  union  of  independent  states. 
1  See  page  389.  >  See  pages  165-166. 
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Greeks  and  Macedonians,  who  now  crossed  over  to  Asia  in  great 
numbers,  formed  the  governing  class.  The  bulk  of  the  inhabit- 
ants consisted  of  native  artisans  and  merchants  who  had  aban- 
doned  their  village  homes  for  life  in  a  metropolis.  In  appearance, 
also,  these  new  cities  contrasted  with  those  of  old  Greece.  They 
had  broad  streets  well  paved  and  sometimes  lighted  at  night,  en- 
joyed a  good  water  supply,  and  possessed  baths,  theaters,  and  parks. 

In  the  third 
century  B.C.,  there 
were  five  cities 
which  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  chief 
centers  of  Hel- 
lenistic culture. 
Alexandria  in 
Egypt  was  easily 
the  foremost.  It 
lay  on  a  strip  of 
flat,  sandy  land 

separating  Lake  p^^,  ^p  alexandrea  at  mK  Time  of  Cmkist 
Mareolis  from  the 

Mediterranean.  On  the  one  side  was  the  lake-harbor,  connected 
with  the  Nile;  on  the  other  side  were  two  sea-harbors  sheltered 
from  the  open  sea  by  the  long  and  narrow  island  of  jUexMdtK' 
Pharos.  The  city  possessed  a  magniRcent  site  for  itBaitu*- 
commerce.  It  occupied  the  most  central  position  *^''' 
that  could  be  found  in  the  ancient  world  with  respect  to  the  three 
continents,  Africa,  Asia,  and  Europe.  The  prosperity  which  this 
[>ort  has  enjoyed  for  more  than  two  thousand  years  is  ample  evi< 
dence  of  the  wisdom  which  led  to  its  foundation. 

Alexandria,  unlike  most  Hellenic  cities,  possessed  no  natural 
beauties.  Its  Greek  inhabitants,  accustomed  to  the  enchanting 
views  from  their  own  coast  towns,  must  have  often  wearied  of 
the  barren  prospect  of  sand  and  tideless  sea  before  their  eyes. 
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But  the  city  itself  was  beautiful.  The  plan,  as  marked  out  by 
Alexander  and  his  successors,  has  been  revealed  through  modem 
Desctiption  excavations.  The  site  was  divided  into  regular  blocks 
of  the  an-  with  two  central  avenues  one  hundred  feet  wide  cross- 
dent  city.      j^^g  ^^^^y^  other  at  right  angles.     They  were  lined  with 

splendid  colonnades  and  imposing  public  buildings.  Near  the 
center  were  the  royal  palaces  and  the  Mausoleum  containing  the 
body  of  Alexander  in  an  alabaster  coffin.  Not  far  away  arose  the 
Museum,  or  Temple  of  the  Muses,  and  the  great  Library.  A  wide 
mole  connected  the  mainland  with  the  island  of  Pharos,  where 
from  a  marble  tower  blazed  forth  a  perpetual  fire.  This  famous 
lighthouse  was  considered  one  of  the  "seven  wonders"  of  the 
world.* 

Alexandria,  in  the  third  century  B.C.,  had  a  population  esti- 
mated at  more  than  half  a  million.  By  the  time  of  Christ,  it  had 
Population  grown  to  be  the  second  largest  city  in  the  Roman 
of  Alex-  Empire,  surpassed  in  size  only  by  Rome  itself.  Every 
andrla.  country  of  antiquity  sent  its  quota  to  that  multitude. 

There  was  a  native  Egyptian  quarter,  full  of  beggars  by  day  and 
burglars  by  night.  There  was  a  Jewish  quarter  containing  many 
thousands  of  Jews,  who  flocked  to  Alexandria  for  trade.  Natives 
of  Greece,  Italy,  Sicily,  and  Asia  were  enrolled  among  the  soldiers 
of  the  Ptolemies.  Lastly,  came  the  Macedonians,  who  formed  a 
military  class  about  the  king.  This  medley  of  peoples,  gathered 
into  a  great  capital,  made  up  a  real  world  in  itself.  It  was  the 
meeting  place  of  nations. 

113.    Other  Hellenistic  Cities 

The  chief  city  in  the  kingdom  of  Syria  was  splendid  and  luxu- 
rious Antioch.  It  lay  in  the  narrow  valley  of  the  Orontes,  so 
close  to  both  the  Euphrates  and  the  Mediterranean  that  it  soon 

1  The  other  so-called  "  wonders  *'  were  the  Hanging  Gardens  and  walls  of  Baby- 
lon, the  pyramids,  the  Colossus  of  Rhodes,  the  Temple  of  Artemis  at  Ephesus,  the 
Mausoleum  at  Halicarnassus,  and  the  statue  of  Zeus  at  Olympia. 
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became    an    important    commercial    center.      The    Seleucidae 

made  Antioch  the  capital  of  their  kingdom.     The  city  must  have 

been  a  most  delightful  residence,  with  its  fine  cH- 

Antioch. 

mate,  its  location  on  a  clear  and  rapid  stream,  and  the 
near  presence  of  the  Syrian  hills.  Beyond  the  walls  lay  a  fair 
suburb,  called  Daphne,  where  cypress  groves  and  mountain  springs 
provided  a  cool  and  shady  resort  for  the  teeming  population.* 
Here  grew  the  tree  of  Daphne  into  which  this  nymph,  according 
to  the  story,  was  changed  when  fleeing  from  Apollo.  In  the 
sixth  century  a.d.,  repeated  earthquakes  laid  Antioch  in  ruins. 
The  city  never  recovered  its  prosperity,  though  a  modem  town, 
Antakia,  still  marks  the  site  of  the  once  famous  capital. 

Asia  Minor,  during  this  period,  was  thickly  studded  with  cities. 
One  of  the  most  important  was  Pergamum,  the  capital  of  a  small 
but  independent  kingdom  of  the   same  name.     Its  _ 

IrOrKAIlltllll. 

rulers  earned  the  gratitude  of  all  the  Greeks  by  their 
resistance  to  the  terrible  Gauls,  About  fifty  years  after  Alex- 
ander's death,  this  barbarous  people,  pouring  down  from  central 
Europe,  had  ravaged  Greece  and  invaded  Asia  Minor.*  The  kings 
of  Pergamum  celebrated  their  victories  over  the  Gauls  with  so 
many  works  of  architecture  and  sculpture  that  their  city  became 
the  artistic  rival  of  Athens.'  Pergamum  also  possessed  a  large 
library,  in  imitation  of  that  at  Alexandria.  As  the  scholars  in  the 
city  could  not  use  papyrus  paper,  the  export  of  which  from  Egypt 

1  Readers  of  Lew  Wallace's  Ben  Hur  will  recall  the  interesting  description  of 
the  grove  of  Daphne  in  that  novel  (book  iv,  chaps,  v-vi) . 

2  The  Gauls  were  finally  settled  in  a  province  called  after  them  Galatia.  St. 
Paul's  Epistle  to  the  GalaHans  was  addressed  to  the  civilized  descendants  of  these 
invaders. 

>  The  excavations  of  German  scholars  at  Pergamum,  beginning  in  1878,  resulted 
in  the  discovery  of  some  three  hundred  feet  of  sculptured  figures  which  once  deco- 
rated the  white  marble  altar  of  Zeus  on  the  acropolis  of  Pergamum.  This  was  per- 
haps the  structure  referred  to  in  the  New  Testament  {Revelation,  ii,  13)  as  "  Satan's 
throne."  The  figures  represented  a  contest  between  the  gods  and  the  giants.  These 
magnificent  sculptures  are  now  in  the  Berlin  Museum.  In  1900,  excavations  were 
resumed  at  Pergamum,  and  temples,  theaters,  houses,  and  tombs  have  been  un- 
covered there.  No  other  site  has  added  so  much  to  our  knowledge  of  Hellenistic 
civilization. 
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was  forbidden,  they  employed  the  skins  of  animals  as  materials 

for  their  books.     This  indestructible  "parchment"   (originally, 

"  pergament ")  has  been  even  more  useful  than  Egyptian  pap)aiis, 

in  preserving  for  us  copies  of  ancient  works.^ 

One  other  great  Hellenistic  center  existed  in  the  island  city  of 

Rhodes.     Founded  during  the  closing  years  of  the  Peloponnesian 

War,  the  city  soon  distanced  Athens  in  the  race  for 
Rhodes. 

commercial  supremacy.     The  merchants  of  Rhodes 

framed  admirable  laws,  especially  for  business  affairs,  and  many 
of  these  were  adopted  into  the  Rotfian  code.  Rhodes  was  a 
great  art  city.  No  less  than  three  thousand  statues  adorned  the 
streets  and  public  buildings.'  It  was  also  a  favorite  place  of  edu- 
cation for  promising  orators  and  writers.  The  teachers  at  Rhodes 
derived  their  style  from  Demosthenes'  rival,  ^schines,  who  after 
his  defeat  set  up  a  school  there.  During  Roman  days,  many 
eminent  men,  Cicero  and  Julius  Caesar  among  them,  studied 
oratory  at  Rhodes. 

114.  Literattire  and  Learning  during  the  Hellenistic  Age 

These  splendid  cities  in  the  Orient  were  the  centers  of  much 
literary  activity.    Their  inhabitants,  whether  Hellenic  or  barbarian, 

used   Greek   as  a  common   language.     During   this 
Characteris- 
ing Qf  ^jjg      period,  Greek  literature  took  on  a  cosmopolitan  char- 
new  Utera-     acter.     It  no  longer  centered   at  Athens.     Writers 
""*  found  their  audiences  in  all  lands  wherever  Greeks 

had  settled.  At  the  same  time,  literature  became  more  and  more 
an  affair  of  the  study.  The  authors  were  usually  professional 
bookmen  writing  for  a  bookish  public.  They  produced  many 
works  of  literary  criticism,  prepared  excellent  grammars  and  dic- 
tionaries, but  wrote  very  little  poetry  or  prose  of  enduring  value. 

1  See  page  a. 

2  The  famous  Colossus  of  Rhodes,  made  of  bronze,  was  a  statue  of  the  sun  god, 
105  feet  high.  It  did  not,  as  popularly  supposed,  bestride  the  entrance  to  the  har- 
bor. The  statue  was  thrown  down  by  an  earthquake  in  224  B.C.  Its  enormous 
fragments,  after  many  centuries  had  passed,  were  sold  as  old  metal. 
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Theocritus  was  perhaps  the  last  Greek  poet  of  real  genius.     He 
was  a  native  of  Syracuse,  but  most  of  his  years  were  passed  at  Alex- 
andria under  the  patronage  of  the  second  Ptolemy,  xheocritus 
No   great   themes   inspire  the  muse  of  Theocritus,  about  300- 
His  poems,  called  Idylls^  are  little  pictures  of  society  ^^ 
and  manners  drawn  from  the  life.     The  scenes  and  characters  are 
often  placed  in  ^cily,  for  Theocritus  had  a  true  affection  for  the 
lovely  landscapes  and  merry,  light-hearted  rustics  of  his  native 
isle.      To    the  pent-up  inhabitants  of  bustling   Alexandria,   his 
poems,  full  of  the  sights  and  sounds  of  country  life,  were  indeed 
attractive.      We  cannot  wonder  that  Theocritus  was   a   popular 
author  in  his  own  day,  or  that  he  is  still  numbered  among  the 
most  delightful  of  the  world's  poets. 

For  prose  writers  whose  works  are  still  widely  read,  we  must 
pass  down  the  centuries  till  we  come  to  the  immortal  Plutarch. 
He  was  a  native  of  Chaeronea  in  Boeotia,  and  lived  pintarch 
during  the  first  century  of  our  era.     Greece  at  that  about  50  to 
time  was  only  a  province  of  the  Roman  Empire ;  the   "®  ^*^' 
days  of  her  greatness  had  long  since  passed  away.     Plutarch  thus 
had  rather  a  melancholy  task  in  writing  his  Parallel  Lives.     In 
this  work  he  relates,  first  the  life  of  an  eminent  Greek,  then  of  a 
famous  Roman  who  in  some  way  resembled  him ;  and  ends  the 
narrative  with  a  short  comparison  of  the  two.     Plutarch  possessed 
a  wonderful  gift  of  sympathy  with  his  heroes,  and  a  keen  eye  for 
what  was  dramatic  in  their  careers.     His  biographies  abound  in 
anecdote  and  gossipy  stories.     It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that 
Plutarch  has  always  been  a  favorite  author,  and  the  Parallel  Lives 
one  of  the  most  interesting  books  ever  written. 

Another  important  author  was  Lucian.      Though  a  native  of 
Syria,  he  composed  in  Attic  Greek  of  singular  purity.     Lucian's 
books  were  written  to  laugh  down  the  shams  and  hoi-  1^^^^^^ 
low  pretenses  of  the  world  in  which  he  lived.     Just  as  about  120  to 
Aristophanes  had  sent  shafts  of  mirth  and  irony  at  the  ^^  ^■^' 
weak  points  in  Athenian  society,  so  Lucian  assails  with  witty 
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sarcasm  the  superstitions  and  foolish  customs  of  his  contempora- 
ries. Some  of  his  works,  such  as  the  Dialogues  of  the  GodSy  are 
leveled  at  the  Olympian  divinities,  who  are  represented  as  any- 
thing but  divine.  When  Lucian  wrote,  the  ancient  paganism  was 
already  in  decay. 

Plutarch  and  Lucian  were  the  last  great  authors  who  composed 
in  Greek.  Though  its  creative  period  had  come  to  an  end,  the 
Survival  literature  of  Greece  did  not  die.  Throughout  the 
of  Greek  Middle  Ages  it  was  cherished  in  the  East,  and  nearly 
literature.  g^^  centuries  ago  its  treasures  were  once  more  dis- 
closed to  the  peoples  of  western  Europe.  And  so  Greek  litera- 
ture abides  to-day  —  the  most  precious  heritage  of  antiquity  to 
our  modern  world. 

The  Hellenistic  Age  was  distinguished  as  an  age  of  learning. 
Particularly  was  this  true  at  Alexandria,  where  the  Museum,^ 
TheMu-  founded  by  the  first  Ptolemy,  grew  into  a  real  uni- 
seum  at  versity.  It  contained  galleries  of  art,  an  astronomical 
Aiexandiia.  observatory,  even  zoological  and  botanical  gardens. 
Distinguished  scholars  were  provided  with  dwellings  close  by  and 
with  a  hall  for  meals,  which  were  taken  together  at  public  expense. 
These  favored  individuals  received  yearly  pensions  and  enjoyed 
freedom  from  all  public  duties.  The  Museum  in  this  way  became 
a  resort  for  men  of  learning,  who  had  the  quiet  and  leisure  so  nec- 
essary for  scholarly  research.  The  beautiful  gardens  with  their 
shady  walks,  their  statues  and  fountains,  grew  to  be  the  haunt  of 
thousands  of  students  whom  the  fame  of  Alexandria  attracted  from 
all  parts  of  the  civilized  world. 

In  addition  to  the  Museum,  there  was  a  splendid  Library  which 
at  one  time  contained  over  five  hundred  thousand  manuscripts  — 
The  Alex-  almost  everything  that  had  been  written  in  antiquity, 
andrian  The  chief  librarian  ransacked  private  collections  and 

ibraiy.  purchased  all  the  books  he  could  find.  Every  book 
that  entered  Egypt  was  brought  to  the  Library,  where  slaves  tran- 

1  See  page  286. 
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scribed  the  manuscript  and  gave  a  copy  to  ^^^  o-er  i^^^^^^^^^ 

the  original.    Before  this  time  the  -^^-^^;'^^^X^clony. 
were  often  scarce  and  always  in  danger  of  being  lost.    Henc 

it  was  known  where  to  find  them.  ^ 

The  Alexandrian  scholars  not  only  preserved  ^^'^^^^^^^ 
all  possible  pains  to  edit  them  and  P""  y/^'  fj'^'"''" 

that  had  crept  in.    O^^  ^^ X::::^:^^^^^  ^£i^t:i 

the  translation  into  Greek  of  the  treasures 

literature.     We  owe  to  them  the  Greek  version  of  the  ^ 

Old  Tesument,  made  in  ^^^ X^^,::ZTo.,.r.^^^^^^^ 
benefit  of  Alexandrian  Jews  who  had  forgo^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^ 

This  translation  is  known  as  the  Scptuagmi, 
that  seventy  schoUrs  labored  on  it. 

116.   HellenUtlc  Science 

scier^tific  knowledge,     ^^l^'^'      ^^^  M»»r«m.  ^,,^^n 

Td  at  onei;ime  studied  in  the  Alexa^lr ian  ^^         ^^^^^  ^^,^ 
Most  of  the  -thematic^  wor  -   t  e    -r  ^^  ^^^^,^^ 

epoch.    ^«  ^^-";,^,::'t,:n^^^^^  o...ur. 

the  first  Rolemy.    When  asicea  uy 

whether  one  could  not  learn  ««"'""">''     ,rr„lir..  "l-* 
T       w      ♦  A^..a  this  work,  the  mathc.nalwmH  tc\M»\,        ^  ^ 
than  by  studying  this  woric,  m  ^  ^^^^^.^  a- 

«  There  is  no  royal  roa.i  to  gcorn^tr  ^^  ^_^  ^,^^  ^,  „,,,., 

the  days  of  Euclid,  his  text.KX>k  h.«  hc^-H  ^^  ^|^^_^^^,,,;^^ 

Archimedes  of  Syracuse,  who  h;i.l  """^/"        , 

Arcnimcu  /  m,th»-mati<.  .in  "f  i»"ti'l»"y'   RnKiM*r- 

was  the   most  eminent  m.ahc  mi  ^^^^  ^^  ^   «  ^^^^^ 

Archimedes  was  also  an  invent,..  «'--*  ^^  ^^,  ^^^ 

™any  discoveries  in  eng.r.e.nn,.    j^^  ^    ^  „,, ,,,    —  ^' 

his  device  is  still  in  use      He  h        •         >       ^  ^^^^  ^,,, ,  ^, 

ing  out  the  Uws  of  the  kvc-r.    '  <,.v.  m 


1  V''  J/'iC"  '"''''  ""*''  '* 
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scribed  the  manuscript  and  gave  a  copy  to  the  o^^mer  in  place  of 

the  original.    Before  this  time  the  manuscripts  of  celebrated  works 

were  often  scarce  and  always  in  danger  of  being  lost.    Henceforth 

it  was  known  where  to  find  them. 

The  Alexandrian  scholars  not  only  preserved  books ;  they  took 

all  possible  pains  to  edit  them  and  purify  the  texts  from  errors 

that  had  crept  in.     One  of  their  most  useful  tasks  was 

Editing  and 
the  translation  mto  Greek  of  the  treasures  of  Oriental  txanalating 

literature.     We  owe  to  them  the  Greek  version  of  the  *t  Alex- 
Old  Testament,  made  in  the  third  century  B.C.  for  the  " 
benefit  of  Alexandrian  Jews  who  had  forgotten  their  mother-tongue. 
This  translation  is  known  as  the  Septuagint/  from  the  tradition 
that  seventy  scholars  labored  on  it. 

115.    Hellenistic  Science 

The  Hellenistic  Age  was  remarkable  for  the  rapid  advance  of 
scientific  knowledge.     Here,  again,  Alexandria  took  the  lead. 
After  the  establishment  of  the  Library  and  Museum,    ,        ^^ 
nearly  every  scientific  man  was  a  professor  there  or  scientists, 
had  at  one  time  studied  in  the  Alexandrian  schools. 

Most  of  the  mathematical  works  of  the  Greeks  date  from  this 
epoch.    The  famous  Euclid  wrote  his  treatise  on  geometry  under 
the  first  Ptolemy.     When  asked  by  the  Egyptian  king 
whether  one  could  not  learn  geometry  more  easily  gucUd, 
than  by  studying  this  work,  the  mathematician  replied,  *bottt 
"There  is  no  royal  road  to  geometry."     Ever  since  ^^ 
the  days  of  Euclid,  his  textbook  has  held  its  place  in  the  schools. 

Archin^edes  of  Syracuse,  who  had  once  studied  at  Alexandria, 

was  the   most  eminent  mathematician  of  antiquity. 

Engineer- 
Archimedes  was  also  an  inventive  genius  who  made  j^g:  Archi- 

many  discoveries  in  engineering.     A  water  screw  of  medes.ady- 

^YO  B  C 

his  device  is  still  in  use.     He  has  the  credit  for  find- 
ing out  the  laws  of  the  lever.     "  Give  me  a  fulcrum  on  which  to 

1  See  page  102.  note  z. 
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rest,"  he  said,  **  and  I  will  move  the  earth,"  When  the  Romans 
were  besieging  Syracuse/  Archimedes  invented  curious  and  power- 
ful engines  which  made  the  enemy  very  wary  of  approaching  the 
walls.  According  to  one  story,  he  constructed  a  huge  burning- 
mirror  which  set  the  Roman  ships  on  fire  when  they  were  within 
bowshot  of  the  city.  Archimedes  perished  in  the  massacre  that 
followed  the  capture  of  Syracuse.  What  Archimedes  and  other 
Greeks  learned  concerning  the  laws  of  physics,  and  about  me- 
chanical devices,  such  as  pulleys  and  levers,  was  afterwards  bor- 
rowed by  the  Romans,  who  put  this  knowledge  to  practical  use. 

The  greatest  astronomer  before  the  Christian  era  was  Hippar- 
chus,  who  made  his  observations  either  at  Alexandria  or  at  Rhodes. 

Astronomy  owes  more  to  him    than   to  any  other 
Astronomy : 
Hipparchtts,    ancient  scientist.    He  worked  at  the  huge  task  of 

about  counting  and  arranging  the  stars  in  constellations. 

'^^    '  More  than  a  thousand  were  included  in  his  catalogue. 

This  undertaking  led  him  to  the  discovery  of  the  precession  of 
the  equinoxes.  Science  is  also  indebted  to  Hipparchus  for  the 
happy  idea  of  fixing  the  position  of  places  on  the  earth  by  means 
of  their  latitude  and  longitude.  Other  astronomers  determined 
the  distance  of  the  moon  from  the  earth  and  came  within  a  twelfth 
of  the  modem  estimate.  Their  reckoning  of  the  distance  between 
earth  and  sun  was,  however,  Uttle  more  than  half  what  it  should 
have  been. 

In  medicine,  the  Hellenistic  scholars  made  surprising  progress. 
Doubtless  they  owed  much  to  their  predecessors,  especially  to 
Hedidne  •  ^^®  famous  Hippocrates  of  Cos  (born  about  460  B.C.), 
Hippocrates  whose  labors  in  freeing  the  art  of  healing  from  super- 
andOalen.  gtition  and  ignorance  have  gained  for  him  the  title, 
"  Father  of  Medicine."  At  Alexandria  much  advance  took  place 
in  the  study  of  anatomy.  The  medical  school  of  this  city  was 
well  equipped  with  charts,  models,  and  dissecting  rooms  for  the 
study  of  the  human  body.    There  was  even  a  rude  sort  of  chemical 

1  See  page  37a 
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laboratory    where    one  of  the    Rolemies,  haunted  by  the  fear 

of  death,  passed  many  years  searching  for  an  elixir  of  life.     It 

was  at  this  time  that  scientists  learned  that  the  brain  is  the  seat  of 

the  mind,  that  nerves  exist  to  transmit  the  sensations  and  the  will, 

and  that  the  blood,  pumped  by  the  heart,  circulates  through  every 

part  of  the  body.     During  the  first  century  of  our  era,  all  the 

medical  knowledge  of  antiquity  was  gathered  up  in  the  writings 

of  Galen  (born  about  130  a.d.).     For   more   than  a   thousand 

years,  Galen  of  Pergamum  remained  the  supreme  authority  in 

medical  science. 

In  scientific  work  it  seems  as  if  the  Greeks  had  done  almost  all 

that  could  be  accomplished  by  sheer  brain  power,  aided  only  by 

rude  instruments.    They  had  no  real  telescopes  or 

,  ,  Ancient  and 

microscopes,  no  marmers  compass  or  chronometer,  modern 

no  very  delicate  balances.     Without  such  inventions  science 
the  Greeks  could  hardly  proceed  much  farther  with  ^™P"*^* 
their  researches.    Modem  scientists  are  perhaps  no  better  thinkers 
than  were  those  of  antiquity,  but  they  have  infinitely  better  ap- 
paratus and  can  make  careful  experiments  where  the  Greeks  had 
to  rely  only  on  shrewd  guesses. 

In  many  of  their  investigations  the  Greeks  must  have  been 
much  helped  by  the  scientific  lore  of  old  Egypt  and  Babylonia,^ 
which  was  now  revealed  to  the  world  at  large.     The  influence  of 
Greek  work  in  turn  affected  the  Romans,  though  it  HeUenistic 
was  quite  neglected  by  the  Christian  nations  of  Europe  ®"*^^- 
during  the  Middle  Ages.     But  some  four  centuries  ago,  when 
modem  science  took  its  first  halting  steps,  it  started  from  the  dis- 
coveries made  by  the  ancient  Greeks. 

116.    Progress  of  Geographical  Knowledge 

During  the  Hellenistic  Age,  men  began  to  gain  more  accurate 
ideas  regarding  the  shape  and  size  of  the  habitable  globe.  We 
have  already  traced  the  growth  of  geographical  knowledge  which 

1  See  pages  Z06-ZII. 
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followed  Greek  colonization  of  the  Mediterranean,  the  travels  of 
Herodotus,  the  expedition  of  the  "Ten  Thousand,"  and  Alexander's 
Early  eeo-  conquests  in  central  Asia  and  India.  Such  events  as 
graphical  these  brought  new  information  about  the  countries 
diacoyeiiea.    ^^^  peoples  of  the  Orient. 

The  ancients,  in  the  meantime,  were  becoming  better  acquainted 
with  other  parts  of  the  world.     Hanno's  famous  voyage,^  about 

Voyaeea  of  5^^  ^•^•'  ^^^  ^^  *^^  exploration  of  the  West  African 
Hanno  and  coast  as  far  south  as  Sierra  Leone.  About  330  B.C., 
Pjrtlieas.  Pytheas  of  Massilia  made  a  voyage  of  discovery  along 
the  shores  of  Spain  and  Gaul  and  spent  some  time  in  Britain.  He 
was  probably  the  first  Greek  to  visit  that  island.  Pytheas  has  to 
tell,  also,  of  another  island  called  Thule,  the  most  northerly  part 
of  the  earth,  beyond  which  the  sea  becomes  thickened  and  like 
jelly.  The  latter  statement  probably  refers  to  the  drift  ice  found 
off  the  coast  of  Norway.  When  we  consider  how  little  had  been 
previously  known  of  these  distant  regions,  we  must  admit  that 
Pytheas  belongs  to  the  company  of  the  world's  great  ex- 
plorers. 

All  this  new  knowledge  of  the  East  and  West  was  soon  gathered 
together  by  Eratosthenes,  the  learned  librarian  of  Alexandria.  He 
Eratoathe-  ^^  ^^^  founder  of  scientific  geography.  Before  his 
nea.  about  time  students,  such  as  Pythagoras  and  Aristotle,  had 
aT^ijH  B.C.  already  concluded  that  the  earth  is  spherical  and  not 
flat,  as  had  been  taught  in  Homeric  poems.'  Guesses  had  even 
been  made  of  the  size  of  the  earth.  Eratosthenes  by  careful 
measurements  came  within  a  few  thousand  miles  of  its  actual 
circumference.'  This  was  certainly  a  notable  achievement,  con- 
sidering what  rough  means  he  had  at  his  disposal. 

Having  thus  estimated  the  size  of  the  earth,  Eratosthenes  went 
on  to  determine  how  large  was  its  habitable  area-     He  reached 

1  See  page  88.  ^  See  page  155. 

*  The  real  circttmferenoe  of  the  earth  at  the  equator  is  25,000  English  miles. 
Eratosthenes  estimated  it  at  35,000  geographical  miles,  which  is  about  one-seventh 
part  in  excess. 
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Tk$  World  according  to  Eratosthenes,  200  B.C. 


Tks  World  according  to  Ptolemy,  tso  A.D. 

Progress  of  Geographical  Knowledge  in  Antiquity 

the  conclusion  that  the  distance  from  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar  to 

the  east  of  India  was  about  one-third  of  the  earth's  surface.     The 

remaining  two-thirds  he  thought  was  covered  by  the   An  esiimate 

sea.     And  with  what  seems  a  prophecy,  he  remarked  ^\}^^  babit- 

'^     '^       *"  able  area  of 

that,  if  it  was  not  for  the  vast  extent  of  the  Atlantic  the  globe. 
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Ocean,  one  might  almost  sail  from  Spain  to  India  along  the  same 
parallel  of  latitude.^ 

The  next  two  centuries  af^er  Eratosthenes  saw  the  spread  of 
Roman  rule  over  Greeks  and  Carthaginians  in  the  Mediterranean, 
Strabo  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  barbarous  inhabitants  of  Gaul,  Britain, 

aboat  63  and  Germany.  The  new  knowledge  thus  gained  was 
B.C.-a4AJ).    smunie(j  up  in  the  Greek  Geography  of  Strabo,  who 

lived  in  the  reign  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Augustus.  Strabo  keeps 
pretty  closely  to  the  system  of  Eratosthenes.  He  rejects  the  ex- 
istence of  Thule,  but  adds  to  the  map  lerne,  or  Ireland,  placing  it 
north  of  Britain. 

About  the  middle  of  the  second  century  a.d.,  the  geographical 
science  of  antiquity  was  carried  to  completion  by  Ptolemy  of 
Ptolemv  as  Alexandria.  His  famous  map  shows  how  near  he  came 
a  geogra-  to  the  real  outlines  both  of  Europe  and  Asia.  In  his 
pher.  work  on  geography,  he  assigned  latitude  and  longitude 

(not  quite  correctly,  of  course)  to  thousands  of  places  in  the 
inhabited  world. 

Ptolemy  was  likewise  an  eminent  astronomer.  He  believed  that 
Ptolemy  as  ^^  earth  was  the  center  of  the  universe  and  that  the 
anastrono-  sun,  planets,  and  fixed  stars  all  revolved  around  it. 
mcr.  rpj^.g  ptQiemaic  system  was  not  overthrown  until  the 

grand  discovery  of  Copernicus  in  the  sixteenth  century  of  our  era.* 

1  Another  wonderful  prophecy  referring  to  a  New  World  beyond  the  seas  is 
found  in  a  play  by  a  Roman  author  of  the  first  century  A.D.: 

"  In  the  dim  future  yet  shall  come  an  age 
WTien  Ocean  shall  unloose  us  from  his  bonds 
And  the  vast  Earths  lie  open  to  the  view ; 
When  the  Sea,  yielding,  shall  disclose  new  Worlds, 
And  Thule  be  no  more  the  last  of  lands." 

— Seneca,  Medea  ^  37^-379* 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Columbus  was  familiar  with  these  lines,  and  understood 
them  to  refer  to  a  western  voyage  across  the  Atlantic. 

3  Copernicus,  however,  had  been  anticipated  by  Aristarchus  of  Samos,  a  scien- 
tist of  the  third  century  B.C.  Aristarchus  maintained  that  the  earth  moves  round 
the  sun.  His  theory  did  not  secure  acceptance  and  he  himself  was  charged  with 
impiety  for  suggesting  it. 
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Two  of  Ptolemy's  errors  in  geography  have  much  historic  interest 
Thus  he  overestimated  the  distance  eastward  from  Spain  to  China, 
and  in  consequence  diminished  the  real  distance  west-  Ptolemy's 
ward  from  Spain  to  China  by  nearly  four  thousand  •"^"* 
miles.  Centuries  later,  when  Columbus  set  out  on  his  memorable 
voyage,  he  relied  on  Ptolemy's  calculation,  and  never  dreamed  what 
great  masses  of  land  and  water  lay  between  the  coast  of  Europe  and 
that  of  Asia.  It  was  fortunate  that  the  error  arose,  else  Columbus 
might  never  have  undertaken  his  epoch-making  journey.  Ptolemy 
also  believed  that  Africa  was  joined  to  a  great  continent  in  the 
Indian  Ocean.  This  mistaken  notion  about  the  ''  unknown  south 
land"  {terra  aus traits  incognita)  prepared  the  way  for  Captain 
Cook's  discoveries  in  the  Pacific  during  the  eighteenth  century. 

Ptolemy's  studies,  in  spite  of  these  errors,  will  always  remain  one 

of  the  monuments  of  ancient  learning.     After  his  day 

^  ^    Decline  of 

no  important  additions  were  made  in  antiquity   to  geographi- 

geographical  science.     Indeed,  much  of  the  knowl-  cai  knowl- 
edge gained  by  the  Greeks,  and  by  them  transmitted  *  ^^' 
to  the  Romans,  was  lost  in  the  Middle  Ages  after  the  break-up  of 
the  Roman  Empire. 

117.    Rise  of  New  Philosophies 

The  Hellenistic  Age  witnessed  an  important  movement  in  phil- 
osophical thought  Several  systems  of  philosophy  arose  which  be- 
came very  popular  with  the  Greeks  and  later  with  the  p,ncticai 
Romans.  The  thinkers  of  this  period  were  thoroughly  character  of 
practical  men,  who  deserted  the  closet  for  the  street,  P'^^^^^^^P^y* 
and  sought  to  make  converts  among  those  who  had  any  interest 
whatever  in  moral  and  religious  questions. 

The  philosophy  called  Epicureanism  was  founded  by  a  Greek 
named  Epicurus.     He  lived  and  taught  in  Athens  during  the  ear- 
lier part  of  the  third  century  B.C.     The  scene  of  in-  Splcuras, 
struction  was  his  garden,  where  he  gathered  a  band  of  341-270  B.C. 
faithful  adherents  and  founded  what  was  really  a  little   church. 
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The  doctrines  of  Epicurus  became  very  popular  among  the  Greeks 
and  gained  an  entrance  into  Rome  through  the  verses  of  the  poet 
Lucretius.^ 

Epicurus  believed  that  pleasure  is  the  sole  good,  pain  the  sole 
evil.  He  meant  by  pleasure  not  so  much  the  passing  enjoyments 
Epicurean-  of  the  hour  as  the  permanent  happiness  of  a  lifetime, 
ism.  In  order  to  be  happy  men  should  not  trouble  them- 

selves with  useless  luxuries,  but  lead  the  "simple  life."  They 
must  be  virtuous,  for  virtue  will  bring  more  real  satisfaction  than 
vice.  Above  all,  men  ought  to  free  themselves  from  idle  fears 
and  hopes  about  the  gods  and  a  future  life.  If  there  are  any  gods, 
said  the  philosopher,  they  do  not  concern  themselves  with  us. 
The  immortality  of  the  soul,  he  asserted,  is  only  a  delusion,  for  both 
soul  and  body  are  material  things  which  death  dissolves  into  the 
atoms  making  up  the  universe.  Epicurus  himself  was  a  noble 
character,  but  some  of  his  disciples,  especially  among  the  Romans, 
found  in  Epicureanism  a  philosophic  system  which  appeared  to 
justify  free  indulgence  in  every  appetite  and  passion.  Even  to-day 
when  we  call  a  man  an  "  Epicurean,"  we  think  of  him  as  a  selfish 
pleasure  seeker. 

Another  philosophic  school  which  flourished  in  the  fourth  cen- 
tury was  that  of  Cynicism.'     It  grew  out  of  the  Socratic  teachings. 
The  Cynics  held  that  virtue,  not  pleasure,  is  the  supreme 

The  Cynics.  '         r  »  r 

end  of  human  life.  The  virtuous  man  has  few  wants 
and  despises  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  the  world,  its  censure 
and  its  praise.  Such  ideas  could  easily  be  carried  to  an  excess. 
Some  of  the  Cynics  became  useless  hermits  who  gave  up  human 
society  and  had,  or  pretended  to  have,  a  profound  contempt  for 
art,  literature,  knowledge,  and  for  everything  else  that  makes  life 
worth  living.  Our  word  "  cynicism  "  recalls  the  doctrines  of  this 
old  Greek  sect 

I  See  page  435. 

*  The  name  comes  from  a  gymnasium  near  Athens,  called  Cynosarges.  Here 
Antisthenes  (about  444-365  B.C.),  founder  of  the  sect,  taught  his  disciples  after  the 
death  of  Socrates. 


LAOCOON  AND   HIS  CHILDREN 

Vatican  MuHum,  Rome 

product  of  the  an  achoal  af  Rhodu  (about  150  b^c 
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The  best-known  Cynic  was  Diogenes.  He  made  his  home  in  a 
large  earthenware  jar  or  "  tub,"  and  contented  himself  with  a  crust 
of  bread,  a  bag  full  of  beans,  and  a  jug  of  water.  It  Diogenes 
was  Diogenes  who  went  about  Athens  by  daylight  with  ^«  Cjrnic. 
a  lighted  lantern,  in  search,  he  declared,  of  an  honest  man.  The 
story  goes  that  the  young  Alexander  once  met  Diogenes  near 
Corinth,  where  he  was  sunning  himself  in  the  court  of  the  gymna- 
sium. Alexander  asked  if  there  was  any  favor  he  could  show  him. 
''Stand  out  of  the  sun,"  answered  Diogenes.  And  Alexander 
marveled,  and  said,  ''  If  I  were  not  Alexander,  I  should  wish  to 
be  Diogenes."* 

The  Cynic  teachings  supplied  some  of  the  ideas  which  inspired 

the  noblest  of  all  pagan  philosophies — Stoicism.'    Virtue,  said  the 

Stoic,  consists  in  living  '*  according  to  nature,"  that  is,   _   , , 

Stoicisiii. 

according  to  the  Universal  Reason  or  Divine  Provi- 
dence which  rules  the  world.  The  followers  of  this  philosophy 
tried,  therefore,  to  ignore  the  feelings  and  to  exalt  the  reason  as  a 
guide  to  conduct.  They  held  that  nothing  external  to  a  man  — 
riches  or  fame  —  really  counts.  The  slave  or  peasant  who  trains 
himself  to  rise  above  such  emotions  as  grief,  fear,  hope,  joy,  who 
bears  with  fortitude  all  the  ills  of  life,  may  be  more  virtuous,  and 
therefore  happier,  than  a  king.  These  inspiring  doctrines  gained 
many  adherents  among  the  Romans,  and  through  them  Stoicism 
became  a  real  moral  force  in  the  ancient  world.  Stoicism,  in- 
deed, is  even  now  no  outworn  creed.  Our  very  word  "  stoical " 
is  a  synonym  for  calm  indifference  to  pleasure  or  to  pain. 

118.    Economic  Conditions  during  the  Hellenistic  Age 

The  Hellenistic  Age  was  characterized  by  a  general  increase 
in  wealth  and  luxurious  living.  The  old  Greeks  and  Macedo- 
nians, as  a  rule,  had  been  content  to  lead  plain  lives.    Now  kings, 

1  Plutarch,  Alexander,  14. 

«  The  name  arose  from  the  "  Painted  Stoa  "  in  the  Agora  at  Athens,  where  Zeno 
(about  336-264  B.C.),  the  founder  of  this  philosophy,  lectured  to  his  pupils. 
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nobles,  and  men  of  wealth  began  to  build  splendid  palaces  and 

filled  them  with  the  products  of  ancient  art  —  marbles  from  Asia 

TheiMw        Minor,  vases  from  Athens,  Etruscan  bronzes,  Baby- 

ittxnry.  Ionian  tapestries.    They  kept  up  great  households 

with  endless  lords  in  waiting,  ladies  of  honor,  pages,  guards,  and 

servants.    Soft  couches  and  clothes  of  delicate  fabric  replaced 

the  simple  coverlets  and  coarse  cloaks  of  an  earlier  time.     They 

possessed  rich  carpets  and  hangings,  splendid  armor  and  jewelry, 

and  gold  and  silver  vessels  for  the  table.    "  This  indeed,"  cried 

Alexander,  when  after  the  battle  of  Issus  he  burst  in  on  the 

splendors  of  the  Persian  court  and  saw  the  purple  and  the  plate, 

"  is  dining  like  a  king  !"  * 

These  new  luxuries  flowed  in   from  all  parts  of  the  ancient 

world.     Many  came  from  the  Far  East  in  consequence  of  the 

Rediscovery   rediscovery  of  the  sea  route  to  India,  by  Alexander's 

of  the  sea       admiral,  Nearchus.*     It  took  him  nearly  three  months 

route  to  ' 

India,  to  sail  from  the  mouth  of  the  Indus  to  the  entrance 

3^5  B.C.         q(  the  Persian  Gulf,  a  distance  of  seven  hundred  and 

fifty  miles.     The  ships  hugged  the  coast  closely,  fearing  the  swell 

of  the  open  ocean  and  its  mysterious  terrors,  such  as  the  school 

of  blowing  whales  which  threw  the  sailors  into  wholesale  panic. 

The  voyage  of  Nearchus  was  one  of  the  most  important  results 

of  Alexander's  eastern  conquests.     It  established  the  fact,  which 

had  long  been  forgotten,  that  one  could  reach  India  by  a  water 

route  much  shorter  and  safer  than   the  caravan  roads  through 

central  Asia.'    This  knowledge  was  not  again  to  be  lost. 

Somewhat  later,  a  Greek  sailor,  named  Harpalus,  found  that  by 

Discovery      using  the  monsoons,  the  periodic  winds  which  blow 

ofthemon-     over  the  Indian  Ocean,  he  could   sail  direct  from 

soons.  Arabia  to   India   without   laboriously  following   the 

coast.      The   Greeks,   in  consequence,   gave   his  name  to  the 

monsoons. 

1  Plutarch,  Alexander,  ao.  2  See  page  276. 

s  See  page  86. 
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A  large  share  of  the  eastern  commerce  centered  at  Alexandria, 
because  of  its  excellent  situation.  One  hundred  and  twenty 
vessels  left  that- city  every  year  for  the  long  voyage  commercial 
to  India.  They  sailed  up  the  Nile,  thence  through  progress, 
a  canal  into  the  Red  Sea,  and  so  on  into  the  Indian  Ocean. 
Caravan  routes  from  the  interior  of  Africa,  Arabia,  and  Syria  also 
met  at  Alexandria.  In  the  markets  of  this  city  might  be  pur- 
chased the  spices  and  perfumes  of  Arabia,  gold  dust,  jewels,  and 
fine  fabrics  from  India,  silk  from  China,  ivory  from  Africa  —  all 
the  rare  and  precious  products  for  which  the  luxury  of  the  times 
created  a  demand. 

The  developing  trade  and  industry  in  such  commercial  cities 
as  Alexandria,  Antioch,  and  Rhodes  received  an  immense  stimu- 
lus, when  the  hoards  of  gold  in  the  Persian  storehouses  ^j^^  ^ 
at  Susa  and  Persepolis  were  restored  to  circulation,  creased  sop* 
The  Persian  kings  had  never  been  able  to  spend  all  ^^^  ^^^^' 
their  vast  revenues.  The  surplus  year  after  year  accumulated  in 
the  royal  treasuries.  Alexander  is  said  to  have  taken  possession  of 
a  sum  equivalent  to  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  billion  of  dollars.  He 
and  his  soldiers  spent  this  money  with  lavish  hand.  Coming 
rapidly  into  circulation,  its  effect  was  to  raise  the  price  of  all 
commodities.  Rising  prices,  in  turn,  encouraged  business  men 
to  enter  on  large  undertakings  in  the  hope  of  securing  high 
profits. 

The  plentiful  supply  of  currency  also  fostered  trade  by  provid- 
ing a  better  medium  of  exchange.     Formerly,  few  gold  coins  had 
circulated.      As  long  as  currency  consisted  chiefly  of    0^^^  better 
silver  and  copper,  the  mere  weight  of  metal  that  had  medium  of 
to  be  carried  about  made  trading  ventures  with  distant  •*^***^8C' 
lands  impossible.     But  now  a  merchant  could  pay  out  of  his  girdle, 
in  gold,  almost  as  much  as  his  father  had  paid  out  of  a  cameFs 
load,  in  silver  or  copper.     For  the  purpose  of  trade,  Alexander's 
new  gold  currency  was  as  superior  to  the  old  as  modem  bank  notes 
are  to  coin. 
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All  this  sudden  increase  of  wealth,  all  the  thousand  new  enjoy- 
ments with  which  life  was  now  adorned  and  enriched,  did  not 
Eriiresalts    ^^^^  wholly  for  good.     With  luxury  there  went,  as 
of  the  new      always,  laxity  in  morals.     Contact  with  the  vice  and 
^^^"^'  effeminacy  of  the  East  tended  to  lessen  the  manly  vigor 

of  the  Greeks,  both  in  Asia  and  in  Europe.  Hellas  became  cor- 
rupt and  she  in  turn  corrupted  Rome. 

119.    The  Grseco-Oriental  World 

In  our  survey  of  the  new  Hellenistic  civilization  during  the  cen- 
turies following  Alexander,  we  have  well-nigh  forgotten  old  Greece 
Reaction  of  i*^^!^-  ^®  shall  return,  in  later  chapters,  to  the  study 
the  Orient  of  Greek  art  and  of  Greek  private  life.  This  art  and 
on  Greece.      ^^^^  jj^^  ^^^^  themselves  affected  by  Oriental  influences, 

for  Hellas  could  not  overrun  the  East  without  learning  much  from 
its  conquered  peoples. 

Yet  the  most  interesting  as  well  as  the  most  important  feature  of 
the  age  is  the  diffusion  of  Hellenic  culture — the  "Hellenizing"  of 
Greek  influ-  *^®  Orient.  It  was,  indeed,  a  changed  world  in  which 
ence  on  the  men  were  now  living.  Greek  cities,  founded  by  Alex- 
Onent.  ander  and  his  successors,  stretched  from  the  Nile  to 

the  Indus,  dotted  the  shores  of  the  Black  Sea  and  Caspian,  and 
arose  amid  the  wilds  of  central  Asia.  The  Greek  language,  once 
the  tongue  of  a  petty  people,  grew  to  be  a  universal  language  of 
culture,  spoken  even  by  barbarian  lips.  And  the  art,  the  science, 
the  literature,  the  principles  of  politics  and  philosophy,  developed 
in  isolation  by  the  Greek  mind,  henceforth  became  the  heritage 
of  many  nations. 

Thus  in  the  period  after  Alexander  the  long  struggle  between 
East  and  West  reaches  a  peaceful  conclusion.  The  distinction 
The  new  between  Greek  ai\d  Barbarian  gradually  fades  away, 
cosmopoll-      and  the  world  becomes  ever  more  unified  in  sympa- 

'"'™*  thies  and  aspirations.     It  was  this  mingled  civilization 

of  Orient  and  Occident  with  which  the  Romans  were  now  to  come 
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in  contact,  as  they  pushed  their  conquering  arms  beyond  Italy  into 
the  eastern  Mediterranean. 

Studies 

I.  On  an  outline  map  indicate  the  principal  states  belonging  to  the 
JEloli&n  and  Achaean  leagues.  2.  On  an  outline  map  indicate  the  prin- 
cipal Hellenistic  kingdoms  about  200  B.C.  3.  What  likeness  can  you  dis- 
cover  between  the  political  condition  of  the  Grseco-Oriental  world  after 
Alexander  and  the  condition  of  modern  Europe?  4.  What  were  some  of 
the  chief  differences  between  the  Achaean  League  and  the  Delian  Con- 
federacy? 5.  What  resemblances  are  there  between  the  Achaean  League 
and  American  federal  government?  6.  What  is  meant  by  calling  the 
Achaean  League  <*the  last  word  of  Greek  politics"?  7.  How  did  the 
Greek  cities  in  the  Orient  differ  politically  from  those  in  Greece?  8.  How 
did  the  founding  of  the  Hellenistic  cities  continue  the  earlier  colonial 
expansion  of  Greece?  9.  Why  were  the  Hellenistic  cities  the  real  "back- 
bone" of  Hellenism?  10.  Why  do  great  cities  rarely  develop  without  the 
aid  of  commerce  ?  Were  all  the  great  cities  in  Alexander's  empire  of  com- 
mercial importance?  ii.  Show  how  the  city  of  Alexandria  is  one  of  the 
meeting  points  between  Orient  and  Occident.  12.  How  did  the  opening  of 
the  Suez  Canal  in  1869  affect  the  commercial  importance  of  Alexandria? 
13.  Name  the  great  scientists  of  the  Alexandrian  age.  14.  What  were 
their  contributions  to  knowledge?  15.  Using  the  maps  on  pages  177,  295, 
trace  the  growth  of  geographical  knowledge  from  Homer's  time  to  that  of 
Ptolemy.  16.  What  parts  of  the  world  are  most  correctly  outlined  on 
Ptolemy's  map?  17.  "The  seed-ground  of  European  civilization  is  neither 
Greece  nor  the  Orient,  but  a  world  joined  of  the  two."  Comment  on  this 
statement. 
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120.    Foreign  Peoples  In  Italy 

While  Alexander  and  his  successors  were  spreading  Hellenic 

culture  throughout  the  Orient,  a  new  political  power  was  rising  in 

the  peninsula  west  of  Greece.     Not  many  years  after 

Alexander's  death,  an  Italian  city-state  brought  all 

Italy  under  its  sway,  and  then  advancing  to  conquests  beyond  the 

seas,  built  up  an  empire  even  larger  in  extent  than  the  mighty 

realms  of  Persia  and  Macedonia.     This  was  the  empire  of  Rome. 
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The  Romans  in  323  b.c  were  by  no  means  a  youthful  people. 
Behind  them  lay  more  than  four  centaries  of  national  life.    The 
traditional  date  of  the  founding  of  Rome  (753  B.C.)*  Romeud 
goes  back  nearly  to  the  era  of  the  first  chronicled  Gi»«»- 
Olympiad  (776  B.C.).     In  the  days  when  Xerxes  invaded  Greece, 


the  Roman  city  was  already  a  flourishing  community.    Contempo- 
rary with  Pericles,  Alcibiades,  and  Demosthenes  at  Athens  were 


great  statesmen  and  soldi 

1  Raman  dales  were  reckoni 
cily,"  alio  «rbii  condUm  (. 
■s  the  dale  cX  Ihls  event,  &i 
Forexanip1e,364A.U.C.  =  754-3^  = 


lers  at  Rome.    Thus  the  most  splendid 


'erled  lo  the  moden 
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period  of  Greek  histoiy  coincides  with  the  rise  and  eariy  progress 
of  the  Roman  state. 

Long  before  the  Romans  built  their  city  by  the  Tiber,  every 
part  of  Italy  had  become  the  home  of  wandering  peoples,  attracted 
naiehborB  ^^  '''^  '"'''*  climate  and  rich  soil  of  this  favored  land, 
of  the  Two  of  these  peoples  were  neighbors  of  the  Romans  ; 

anuna.  Etruscans  on  the  north,  Greeks  on  the  south. 
The  ancestors  of  the  historic  Etruscans  were  probably  ^gean 
sea-rovers  who  settled 
in  the  Italian  peninsula 
TheBtraS'  before  the 
""-  beginning 

of  the  eighth  centUiy 
B.C.  The  immigrants 
mingled  with  the  na- 
tives and  by  con- 
quest and  colonization 
founded  a  strong  power 
in  the  country  to  which 
they  gave  their  name 
A  GR*c<^ETRuscAN  CKARioT  -Etruria.'     At    one 

M«™i«ii»n  MoKum  of  At..  N«  Vo.i.  ^j^^^^  j^^  Etruscans  ap- 

Thc  dmiiol  wai  dincanRd  in  loo]  is  an  F.truican  amt-  .     .  ,     , 

,.r,  n«r  Romt    h  d....  from  p.rh.p,  6»  „.c    A1-     P^^^  tO  have  ruled  Over 

irosi  every  pirt  of  ibcY.iiid.i.  cdvetBjwiihiiiLnpi.ua  of    Campania  and  abo  in 

bionie.  elabDialely  decaraied.    The  whceli  iic  only  "m       ,       „  „ 

f«iindi.n,««.    Since  iheci.i.tioti.  wo  tmiiii  and  d=iia«    the  Po  valley  as  far  as 

[eLirf  f'"  r^i^'ij"  "*''  ^l7' " '" """ '™" '""  ''^^  ^'P^'  ^^^"  ^'" 

onies  occupied  the 
rocky  shores  of  Sardinia  and  Corsica.  Their  ships  swept  the 
Tyrrhenian  Sea.'  The  Etruscans,  for  several  centuries,  were 
the  leading  nation  in  Italy. 

These  Etruscans,  like  the  Hittiles  of  Asia  Minor,  are  a  mysterious 
race.  No  one  as  yet  has  been  able  to  read  their  language,  which 
is  quite  unlike  any  Indo-European  tongue.     The  words,  however, 

1  S«  page  la^.  •  The  Greeks  called  ihe  Elruscans  "  Tjnrheniaiii." 
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are  written  in  an  alphabet  borrowed  from  Greek  settlers  in  Italy,' 
Not  only  the  alphabet,  but  many  other  civilizing  arts  came  to  the 
Etruscans  from  abroad.    Babylonia  gave  to  them  the  Etraaun 
principle  of  the  round  arch  and  the  practice  of  divi-   clTiiiwtiira. 
nation.'    Etruscan  graves,  scattered  all  over  upper  Italy,  contain 
Egyptian  seats  adorned  with  hieroglyphics,  and  beautiful  vases 
bearing  designs  from 
Greek   mythology. 
The    Etruscans  were 
skillful   workers   in 
iron,  bronze,  and  gold. 
They  built  their  cities 
with  massive  walls, 
arched    gates,    paved 
streets,  and  under- 
ground drains.   These 
things  exist  to-day  as 
evidence  of  the  former 
greatness  of  Etruria. 

The   influence  of 
the    Etruscans    was  an  Etruscan  Arch 

early  felt  at  Rome.  tik  iuUu  diy  <x  vai<tr»  niu  p«cm>  b  iIk  Poiu 
From  them  the  Roman  ^'''^TJ,'™'.'"'""^ "!/"""" ''™'  '^""^•^ 
took  his  BtiMMn  """1'  *"'  "  ■»=*<•"  "^  ""*"'  '«'  "  ''*^"'-'  O"  "« 
character-  inflnMco  J^^tllf  i^C^a*u^onht^i«r'^' '""''"'''' "^ 
istic  dress,  »»<■"•■  ■"     "     " 

the  toga,  his  house  in  its  rudest  form,  and  some  of  his  cruel 
amusements,  such  as  the  gladiatorial  games.  He  learned  from 
Etruria  to  interpret  omens,  to  organize  and  equip  an  army,  and, 
by  means  of  the  arch,  to  build  solidly  for  all  time.  Thus  a  great 
part  of  Etruscan  civilization  became  absorbed  in  that  of  Rome. 

1  About  eighl  (housand  Elmscan  inscriptions  are  known,  almosl  all  being  short 
epitaphs  on  gravcsiuncs.  In  i8gi  an  Etruscan  manuscript  wliich  had  been  used  to 
pack  an  Egyptian  mumiiiy  was  published,  but  (he  language  could  nol  be  deciphered. 

'  See  pages  93, 109. 
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As  teachers  of  the  Romans,  the  Etruscans  were  followed  by  the 

Greeks.    About  the  middle  of  the  eighth  century  b.c.,  Hellenic 

colonies  began  to  dot  the  coasts  of  Sicily  and  southern 

The  Greeks. 

Italy.  The  earliest  Greek  settlement  was  Curose,  near 
the  Bay  of  Naples.^  It  was  a  city  as  old  as  Rome  itself,  and  a 
center  from  which  Greek  culture  spread  to  Latium.    The  worship 

of  Apollo  came  to  Rome  from 
^  7  P  ^  Y  fi)  Cumae,  as  well  as  the  knowledge 
li  ^  ff  O  Y  ^  of  the  Greek  alphabet.  Rome 
'iY    J  O       1     fvl  ^^^  ^^^  dealings  with  the  other 

v^  ^  ^  cities  of  Magna  Graecia  until  the 

'  n  ID  ©  4^  4"  third  century  before  our  era. 
^       ^    ffl     O      nI^     ^  Her  conquest  of  them  at  that 

C       ^     ^     O      ^    "T    time  opened   another  road  for 

Characters  of  the  Etruscan     the  entrance  of  Hellenic  culture 

Alphabet  ^ 

mto  Rome. 

A  glance  at  the  map  *  shows  that  the  chief  Greek  colonies  were 

all  on  or  near  the  sea,  from  Campania  to  the  Gulf  of  Tarentum. 

North  of  the  ''heel"  of  Italy  extends  an  almost 
Ares,  of 
Greek  civ-      harborless  coast,  where  nothing  tempted  the  Greeks  to 

ilixation  in     settle.     North  of  Campania,  again,  they  found  the 
^*  good  harbors  already  occupied  by  the  Etruscans.    The 

Greeks,  in  consequence,  never  spread  their  civilization  throughout 
the  entire  peninsula,  never  made  Italy  a  completely  Hellenic  land. 
Room  was  left  for  the  native  Italian  peoples,  tmder  the  leader- 
ship of  Rome,  to  build  up  their  own  power  in  the  peninsula* 

121.    The  Italian  Peoples 

The  Italians  were  an  Indo-European  people  who  spoke  a  lan- 
guage closely  related,  on  the  one  side,  to  Greek,  and  on  the  other 
side,  to  the  Celtic  speech  of  western  Europe.  They  entered  Italy, 
doubtless  from  the  north,  long  before  the  dawn  of  history,  and 

1  Naples,  the  andent  Neapolis,  was  a  colony  of  Cumae.    See  page  179. 
3  See  the  map,  facing  page  88. 
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as  they  pushed  southward,  gradually  occupied  the  interior  of  the 
peninsula.  ■  Here  they  must  have  lived  for  many  centuries,  rear- 
ing their  flocks,  raising  crops  of  grain  in  the  fertile  i^^^ijun  g^^. 
valleys,  and  on  the  mountain  slopes  cultivating  the  tiements  in 
vine  and  the  fig.    Their  simple,  laborious  life,  filled  ^^^y- 
as  it  was  with  perpetual  contest  against  the  forces  of  nature,  fierce 
beasts,  and  savage  enemies,  helped  to  make  them  vigorous  and 
strong,  a  race  well  fitted  for  war  and  conquest. 

The  Italian  peoples,  at  the  beginning  of  historic  times,  had 
separated  into  two  main  branches.  The  eastern  and  central  parts 
of  Italy  formed  the  home  of  the  highlanders,  grouped  xhe  Italian 
in  various  tribes.  Among  them  were  the  Umbrians  in  Highlanders, 
the  northeast,  the  Sabines  in  the  upper  valley  of  the  Tiber,  and  the 
Samnites  in  the  south.  Still  other  Italian  peoples  occupied  the 
peninsula  as  far  as  Magna  Grsecia. 

The  western  Italians,  known  as  Latins,  were  lowlanders.    They 

dwelt  in  Latium,  the  "  flat  land  "  extending  south  of  the  Tiber 

between  the  Apennines  and  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea.^     In 

The  Latins, 
the  middle  of  the  plain,  five  miles  from  the  foot  of  the 

mountains,  rises  a  striking  group  of  volcanic  hills  which  form  the 
last  spur  sent  out  by  the  Apennines  tow|pds  the  sea.  High  up 
on  the  Alban  Mount,'  as  one  of  these  hills  was  called,  lay  Alba 
Longa,  the  "  Long  White  Town,"  beside  a  beautiful  lake  which  fills 
the  crater  of  an  extinct  volcano.  This  ancient  city,  which  in 
historic  times  was  a  heap  of  ruins,  at  an  earlier  period  seems  to 
have  been  the  chief  settlement  of  the  Latins. 

Although  the  inhabitants  of  Latium  belonged  to  the  same  race 
as  the  wild  mountaineers  of  the  Apennines,  residence  in  the  low- 
lands, where  they  bordered  on  the  Etruscans,  helped  xhe  Latin 
to  make  them  a  more  civilized  people.  Their  village  I'eaguc- 
communities  grew  into  large  settlements,  until  the  whole  of  Latium 
became  filled  with  a  number  of  independent  city-states.  The  ties 
of  kinship  and  the  necessity  of  self-defense  against  Etruscan  and 

1  See  page  130.  *  The  modern  Monte  Cavo. 
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Sabine  foes  bound  them  together.  At  a  very  early  period  they 
united  in  the  Latin  League,  under  the  headship  of  Alba  Longa. 
The  members  held  a  yearly  festival  on  the  sacred  Alban  Mount, 
where  they  celebrated  games  and  offered  joint  sacrifice  to  Jupiter. 
One  of  the  cities  in  this  league  was  Rome.^ 

122.    The  Romans 

Unlike  the  other  great  empires  of  the  ancient  world,  that  of 
Rome  can  be  traced  to  very  small  beginnings.  "  Eternal  Rome  ** 
Poanding  sprang  from  a  settlement  of  Latin  shepherds,  farmers, 
of  Rome.  and  traders  on  the  Palatine  Mount.  This  was  the 
central  eminence  in  a  group  of  low  hills  south  of  the  Tiber,  about 
fifteen  miles  by  water  from  the  river's  mouth. 

Opposite  the  little  Palatine  community  there  arose,  perhaps  a 

little  later,  another  settlement  on  the  Quirinal  Hill.     This  seems  to 

have  been  an  outpost  or  colony  of  the  Sabines.    After 
Union  of  tho 
Palatine  and  ™uch  hard  fighting,  these  rival  hill  towns  united  on 

Quirinal  set-  equal  terms  into  one  state.     The   low  marshy  land 

emen   .       between  the  Palatine  and  Quirinal  became  the  Forum 

or  common  market  place,  and  the  steep  rock,  called  the  Capi- 

toline,  formed  the  common  citadel. 

The  union  of  the  Palatine  and  Quirinal  settlements  was  the 
first  stage  in  the  growth  of  Rome.  It  greatly  increased  the  area 
Union  of  the  ^^^  population  of  the  new  city.  In  course  of  time, 
seven  hills,  settlements  were  made  on  the  neighboring  hills,  and 
these,  too,  cast  in  their  lot  with  Rome.  Then  a  fortification, 
called  the  "  Wall  of  Servius,"  was  built  to  bring  them  all  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  enlarged  community.  In  this  way,  Rome  came 
into  existence  as  the  City  of  the  Seven  Hills.* 

Rome,  from  the  start,   owed  much  to  its  fortunate  location. 

1  We  do  not  know  when  Rome  was  founded.  The  traditional  date  of  this  event, 
753  B.C.,  is  clearly  incorrect.  Recent  excavations  (since  1898)  have  shown  that  the 
site  of  Rome  was  occupied  perhaps  as  early  as  zooo  B.C. 

2  For  the  topography  of  Rome,  see  pages  631-637. 
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The  city  was  easy  to  defeDd.     It  lay  &r  enough  from  the  sea  to  be 
safe  from  sudden  raids  by  pirates.     It  possessed  in  the  seven 

AdTaotagai 


hills  a  natural  fortress  against  Etruscan  foes.     At  the 


same  time,  Rome  was  well  placed  for  commerce.    The  of  tb*  alte 
situation  on  the  Tiber,  the  largest  navigable  stream  in  "     '"'" 
Italy,  made  it  a  convenient  center  for  trade  up  and  down  the 
river.     Finally,  ELome  was  almost  in  the  center  of  Italy,  a  position 


The  vnll  wa>  lhin«n  (cet  Ibick  and  fifly  feci  hicli.    It  sonjisicd  at  ta  canhen  nmpin 

Serviui  Tulliui,  Ihe  wall  prDbaUy  wu  noI  buill  UDlil  Ihe  faunh  ccnluiy,  aftei  the  capture  of 
Rome  by  (be  Cauli. 

from  which  its  warlike  people  could  most  easily  advance  to  the 
conquest  of  the  peninsula.  As  an  ancient  historian  remarked, 
the  site  of  Rome  was  "  peculiarly  adapted  to  secure  the  growth  of 
a  city."  ■ 

We  cannot  trace  in  detail  the  story  of  the  growth  of  Rome.  The 
accounts  that  have  reached  us  are  a  tissue  of  myths  and  legends. 
It  is  certain,  however,  that  in  the  course  of  about  two  centuries, 
Rome  had  come  to  control  the  south  bank  of  the  Tiber  from 

1  Uvy,  V,  54. 
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the  highlands  to  the  sea.     As  the  successor  of  Alba  Longa,  she 
Barly  ^^^^  *^^  headship  of  the  Latin  League.    Already,  at 

growth  of       this  early  period  of  her  history,  Rome  formed  the 
leading  state  in  Latium. 


Rome. 


123.    Regal  Rome,  753(?)-509(?)  B.C. 

Long  after  the  foundation  of  Rome,  when  that  city  had  grown 
Leeonds  of  "^^  ^^^  powerful,  her  poets  delighted  to  relate  the 
the  seren       many  myths  which  clustered  about  the  earlier  stages 

°^"'  of  her  career.   Roman  historians  wrought  these  myths 

into  a  complete  narrative  of  events  during  the  two  centuries  and 
a  half  when  Rome  was  ruled  by  seven  kings. 

According  to  the  legends,  Rome  began  as  a  colony  of  Alba 

Longa,  the  capital  of  Latium.     The   founder  of  this  city  was 

Ascanius,  son  of  the  Trojan  prince  ^neas,  who  had 
Romulus. 

escaped  from  Troy  on  its  capture  by  the  Greeks  and 

after  long  wanderings  had  reached  the  coast  of  Italy.  Many  gen- 
erations afterward,  when  Numitor  sat  on  the  throne  of  Alba  Longa, 
his  younger  brother,  Amulius,  plotted  against  him  and  drove  him 
into  exile.  He  had  Numitor's  son  put  to  death,  and  forced  the 
daughter,  Rhea  Silvia,  to  take  the  vows  of  a  Vestal  Virgin.  But 
Rhea,  beloved  by  Mars,  the  god  of  war,  gave  birth  to  twin  boys  of 
more  than  human  size  and  beauty.  The  wicked  Amulius  ordered 
the  children  to  be  set  adrift  in  a  basket  on  the  Tiber.  Heaven, 
however,  guarded  these  offspring  of  a  god ;  the  river  cast  them 
ashore  near  Mount  Palatine,  and  a  she-wolf  came  and  nursed  them. 
There  they  were  discovered  by  a  shepherd,  who  reared  them  in  his 
own  household.  When  the  twins,  Romulus  and  Remus,  reached 
manhood,  they  killed  Amulius  and  restored  their  grandfather  to 
his  kingdom.  Then,  with  other  young  men  from  Alba  Longa, 
they  set  forth  to  build  a  new  city  on  the  Palatine,  where  they  had 
been  rescued.  As  they  scanned  the  sky  to  learn  the  will  of  the 
gods,  six  vultures,  birds  of  Jupiter,  appeared  to  Remus,  but 
twelve  were  seen  by  Romulus.     So  Romulus  marked  out  the 
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boundary  of  the  cily  on  the  Patatioe,  and  Remus,  who  in  derision 
leaped  over  the  half-finished  wall,  he  slew  in  anger.  Romulus  in 
this  way  became  the  sole  founder  of  Rome,  and  its  first  king. 

Romulus  was  followed  by  a  Sabine,  Numa  Pompilius,  who 
taught  the  Romans  the  arts  of  peace  and  the  worship  of  the  gods. 
He  owed  his  wisdom  to  his  wife  Egeria,  a  muse  with  ; 
whom  he  was  wont  to  converse  in  a  sacred  grove  by  ** " 
night.  After  Numa  came  the  warlike  Tullus  Hostilius,  who  de- 
stroyed Alba  Longa  and  brought  the  inhabitants  to  Rome.     Ancus 


THE  Cloaca  Maxima 

Allributcd  to  Tarquiniiu  Fiiicui,  bul  doubllcu  of  much  liter  origin. 

Marttus,  the  fourth  king,  founded  a  harbor  town,  called  Ostia,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Tiber.*  He  also  fortified  Mount  Janiculum 
across  the  Tiber,  as  an  outpost  against  the  Etruscans. 

The  Roman  city  now  came  under  the  rule  of  foreign  princes. 
Tarquinius  Priscus,  the  next  king,  was  a'Greek  or  an  Etruscan  who 
had  lived  in  the  Etruscan  city  of  Tarquinii.     He  built  TheTai- 
huge  sewers  to  drain  the  marshy  valleys  between  the  qo'i*- 
seven  hilb.     One  of  these,  the  Cloaca  Maxima,  still  empties  its 
waters  into  the  Tiber  under  a  massive  arch.     He  is  said,  also, 

>  Excavations  at  Ostia  inditale  thai  the  tity  w.xs  founclt'J  as  late  as  the  third 
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t6  have  laid  out  the  Forum,  and  to  have  raised  a  splendid  temple 
to  Jupiter  on  the  Capitoline.  Another  structure  attributed  to 
Tarquinius  was  the  Circus  Maximus,  or  "Great  Circle,"  for 
chariot  races  on  the  Etruscan  model.  Servius  TuUius,  the  next 
king,  was  the  legendary  builder  of  the  Servian  Wall.  His  succes- 
sor, Tarquinius  Superbus,  bought  from  the  Sibyl  of  Cumas  three 
books  of  Apollo's  prophecies  concerning  the  future  of  Rome. 
These  were  the  celebrated  Sibylline  Books  which  the  Romans 
always  consulted  when  the  state  was  in  great  danger.^  Tarquinius 
Superbus  was  the  last  of  the  seven  kings  of  Rome.  An  uprising 
against  his  tyranny  drove  him  with  his  family  into  exile.  Rome 
then  became  a  republic. 

These  famous  tales  have  become  a  part  of  the  world's  literature, 
and  still  possess  value  to  the  historian.  They  show  us  what  the 
Sisniflcance  Romans  themselves  believed  about  the  foundation 
of  the  and  early  fortunes  of  their  city.     Sometimes  they  refer 

legends.  ^^  what  seem  to  be  facts,  such  as  the  first  settlement 
on  the  Palatine,  the  union  with  the  Sabines  on  the  Quirinal,  the 
conquest  of  Alba  Longa.  We  may  learn  from  them  that  Rome 
was  once  ruled  by  Etruscan  masters  who  provided  the  city  with 
public  works  and  buildings.  In  the  same  way,  the  story  of  the 
Sibyl  indicates  intercourse  with  the  Greek  colony  of  Cumae. 
Finally,  the  legends  contain  so  many  references  to  customs  and 
beliefs  that  they  are  a  great  help  in  understanding  the  social  life 
and  religion  of  the  primitive  Romans. 

124.    Early  Roman  Society 

Agriculture  was  the  chief  occupation  of  the   Roman  people. 

The  Romans   "  When  our  forefathers,"  said  an  old  writer,  "  would 

anagricul-     praise  a  worthy  man,  they  praised  him  as  a  good 

people,  farmer  and  a  good  landlord;  and  they  believed  that 

praise  could   go  no  further."*    The   average   farm  was  smalL 

^They  were  destroyed  in  82  B.C.,  when  the  Capitol  was  burned. 
8  Cato,  Agriculture,  i. 
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Three  and  a  half  acres  were  thought  large  enough  for  the  support 
of  the  farmer  and  his  family.     Aided  by  his  sons,  the  husbandman 
raised  large  craps  of  grain  —  the  staple  product  of  ancient  Italy. 
Cattle-breeding  must  have  been 
an  important  pursuit,  since  in 
early  times  prices  were  estimated 
in  oxen  and  sheep.'    The  well- 
directed  labors  of  these  ancient 
farmers  turned  into  a  garden 
many  a  tract  of  land  which  has 
since  become  barren.' 

In  such  a  community  of  peas- 
ants no  great  inequalities  of 
wealth  existed.  Few  citizens 
were  very  rich ;  few  were  very 
poor.  The  members  of  each 
household  made  their  own  cloth- 
ing from  flax  or  wool,  and  fash- 
ioned  out  of  wood    Economic 

and  clay  what  uten-  condition*. 
sils  were  needed  for  their  simple 
life.     For  a  long  time  the  Ro- 
mans  had    no   coined   money    Tbcm 
whatever.     When  copper  came  ^  ^1^".^^. 

into  use  as  currency,  it  passed  The  wool  i«  w«btd. 

^  '^  Young  (Wcn  ire  put  under  ihEToVe. 

from  hand  to  hand  in  shapeless  xheveichoriheniEidoviiiicui. 

lumps    that    required    frequent  1^  iiimimiion  of  iht  cmp.  a  made. 

weighing,'     It  was  not  until  the 

fourth  century  that  a  regular  coinage  began.     A  pound  of  copper 
cast  in  a  mold  was  called  an  as.*    It  resembled  the  heavy  iron 

1  See  pages  lo-tt. 

«  Kor  inslancc,  Ihe  Ponline  marshes,  south  of  Rome.  This  region  ()  now  a 
malarious,  uninhabited  wilderness.  <  Si-e  Ihe  illustration,  pa^  9. 

*  The  at  was  divided  into  twelve  ounces,  This  old  method  of  division  has  given 
to  us  OUT  Apolhecaiies'  Wi^ight. 
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money  of  the  Spartans.  This  use  of  copper  currency  indicates 
that  gold  and  silver  must  have  been  very  rare  among  the  Romans, 
and  luxury  almost  unknown. 

A  race  of  hard-working,  god-fearing  peasants  is  likely  to  lead 
clean  and  sober  lives.     This  was  certainly  true  of  the  early  Ro- 
mans.    They  were  a  manly  breed,  abstemious  in  food 
Moral  char- 
acter of  the    *"^   drink,  iron-willed,  vigorous,  and  strong.     "  We 

early  Ro-  carry  our  children  to  the  streams  and  harden  them  in 
the  bitter,  icy  water ;  as  boys  they  spend  wakeful  nights 
over  the  chase,  and  tire  out  the  whirlwind,  but  in  manhood,  un- 
wearied by  toil  and  trained  to  poverty,  they  subdue  the  soil  with 
their  mattocks,  or  shake  towns  in  war."^  Deep  down  in  the  Ro- 
man's heart  was  the  proud  conviction  that  Rome  should  rule  over 
all  her  neighbors.  For  this  he  freely  shed  his  blood ;  for  this  he 
bore  hardship,  however  severe,  without  complaint.  Before  every- 
thing else,  he  was  a  dutiful  citizen  and  a  true  patriot.  Such  were 
the  sturdy  men  who  on  their  farms  in  Latium  formed  the  back- 
bone of  the  Roman  state.  Their  character  has  set  its  mark  on 
history  for  all  time. 

125.    The  Roman  Family 

The  family  formed  the  unit  of  Roman  society.  By  our  word 
family,  we  usually  understand  a  group  consisting  of  husband,  wife, 
Hatiire  of  *°^  children.  By  their  word  familiar  the  Romans 
the  Roman  meant  all  the  persons  who  were  subject  to  the  author- 
family.  j^^  of  the  same  house-father  {paterfamilias),    A  man's 

family,  in  this  sense,  was  made  up  of  all  his  descendants,  provided 
their  relationship  with  him  could  be  traced  through  males.*  A 
typical  family  group  would  consist  of  the  father  and  mother,  the 
sons,  together  with  their  wives  and  unmarried  children,  and  the  un- 

1  Vergil.  jSneid,  ix,  603-608. 

3  The  yvoTd/amt/ia  was  also  very  commonly  used  to  include,  not  only  a  man's 
descendants,  but  also  his  slaves  and  clients.  The  latter  were  dependents  who  stood 
above  the  slaves,  but  owed  various  duties  to  their  master  or  patron  {LAtin, patroHus), 


if 

r 

i  -■ 
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married  daughters.  A  daughter,  on  her  marriage^  joined  her  hus« 
band's  family,  and  so  passed  under  the  control  of  another  house- 
father. 

The  most  marked  feature  of  this  Roman  family  was  the  unlimited 
authority  of  the  lather  {pairia  potestas).     In  his  house  he  reigned 

an  absolute  kintr.     His  wife  had  no  legal  rights :  he 

00  ^j^^  father's 

could  sell  her  into  slavery  or  divorce  her  at  will.     "  The  authority 
husband,"  said  an  ancient  Roman  writer, "  is  the  judge  over  his 
of  the  wife,  he  can  do  with  her  as  he  pleases  :  if  she 
has  committed  any  fault,  he  whips  her ;  if  she  has  drunk  wine,  he 
reproves  her;  if  she  has  been  unfaithful  to  him,  he  kills  her." 

Nevertheless,  no  ancient  people  honored  women  more  highly 
than  the  Romans.  A  Roman  wife  was  the  mistress  of  the  home, 
as  her  husband  was  its  master.  She  was  not  confined,  Positioii  of 
like  a  Greek  wife,  to  a  narrow  round  of  duties  within  women, 
the  house.  She  could  make  visits  and  receive  them;  she  ap- 
peared with  her  husband  at  the  games,  theaters,  and  courts ;  in 
the  streets  every  one  made  way  for  her ;  and  any  one  who  insulted 
her  was  thought  worthy  of  death.  Though  her  education  was  not 
carried  far,  we  often  find  the  Roman  matron  taking  a  lively  inter- 
est in  affairs  of  state,  and  aiding  her  husband  both  in  politics  and 
business.  It  was  the  women,  as  well  as  the  men,  who  helped  to 
make  Rome  great  among  the  nations. 

Over  his  unmarried  daughters  and  his  sons,  the  Roman  father 
ruled  as  supreme  as  over  his  wife.     When  a  child  was  born  to  him, 
it  was  placed  at  his  feet,  and  he  then  decided  whether 
it  should  be  reared  or  exposed  to  death.     He  brought  authority 
up  his  children  to  be  sober,  silent,  modest  in  their  over  his 
bearing,  and,  above  all,  obedient.     Their  misdeeds  he  ^       *'^* 
might  punish  with  penalties  as  severe  as  banishment,  slavery,  or 
death.     As  head  of  the  family,  he  could  claim  all  their  earnings ; 
everything  they  had  was  his.    The  father's  great  authority  ceased 
only  with  his  death.     Then  his  sons,  in  turn,  became  lords  over 
their  families. 
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This  paternal  power,  which  seems  so  strange  to  us,  was  less  ex- 
tensive in  practice  than  in  legal  theory.     Custom  forbade  the 

exposure  of  sons,  and  also  of  first-bom  daughters. 
Restrictions 

on  the  Public  opinion  frowned  on  a  man  who  sold  his  mar- 

father's  ried  son  into  slavery.  Before  inflicting  the  death 
power.  penalty  on  his  children,  he  had  to  call  a  council  of 

relatives  and  friends,  whose  decision  he  would  usually  respect. 
The  father's  ownership  of  all  the  property  meant,  moreover,  that 
he  was  a  trustee  to  hold  and  use  it  for  the  common  benefit. 

Such  in  the  best  days  of  Rome  was  the  Roman  family.  It 
remained,  for  many  centuries,  the  very  keystone  of  the  state. 

In  the  family,  the  Roman  lad   acquired  the  great 
Place  of  the 
family  in       virtues  of  obedience  and  respect  for  authority.    When 

Roman  his-    he  became  a  man  and  entered  public  life,  he  would 

^*  be  sure  to  honor  the  magistrates  and  reverence  the 

laws.     On  the  other  hand,  a  Roman  father,  through  his  exercise 

of  paternal  authority,  learned  how  to  command  as  well  as  to  obey 

—  how  to  rule  a  nation  with  the  same  justice  and  wisdom  that  he 

ruled  his  household. 

126.    The  Family  Religion 

The  Romans,  like  the  ancient  Greeks  and  the  modem  Chinese, 
paid  special  veneration  to  the  souls  of  the  dead.  These  were 
Worship  of  known  by  the  flattering  name  of  manes,  the  "  pure " 
ancestors.  or  "good  ones."  ^  The  Romans  always  regarded  the 
manes  as  members  of  the  household  to  which  they  belonged  on 
earth.  The  living  and  the  dead  were  thus  bound  together  with 
the  closest  ties.  The  idea  of  the  family  triumphed  even  over  the 
grave. 

The  practical  Roman  mind  cared  little  to  speculate  as  to  the 
place  where  these  spirits  of  the  dead  were  supposed  to  dwelL 
It  was  enough  to  believe  that  they  lived  a  kind  of  shadowy  life  in 

1  The  letters  D,  J/,  found  on  Roman  tombs  are  the  initials  of  Dis  AfatMus, 
**  to  the  good  gods." 
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the  lower  world,  often  haunting  the  grave  itself.    The  tomb  formed 
not  a  temporary  prisoD,  but  an  everlasting  home.    If  the  body  was 
not  properly  interred,  the  soul  would  have  no  resting 
place,  but  would  wander  about  as  an  evil  spirit  —  un- 
happy itself,  and  tormenting  the  living.     Hence  burial  rites  had 
the  utmost  importance :  "  Even  upon  the  unknown  dead  we  heap 
earth,  and  no  one  is  in  too  great  a  hurry  to  honor  an  unburied 
body  by  putting 
earth,  be  it  ever  so 
little,  on  it."  I 

The  spirits  of  the 
dead  were  .supposed 
to  visit  the  living  on 
stated  occasions. 
One  of  these  pe- 
riods   occurred    in  cineraby  urns  in  Ter«a  Cotta 

May,  when  the  Ro-  Vuiam  Mukuid  Rome 

mans  held  the  fes-     -n^a  nc^uck.  fonhe  «h«  of  th.  dad  ««  fcund  b  » 

tival  of  the  Lemuria    oW  cemtury  »1  AH»  Loogn.   Ttoinhowtwafonuof  the  prim- 

—  a   solemn    driv- 
ing out  of  ghosts.    The  fother  of  the  family  rose  from  his  bed  at 
midnight  and  walked  barefooted  through  the  house.     In  his  mouth 
he  carried  black  beans  which  he  spat  out  nine  times 
without  looking  round,  saying  as  he  did  so,  "  With  ^  giio»t«, 
these  I  redeem  myself  and  my  family."    Then  he  theLeniD- 
shook  brass  vessels  together  and  recited  again  nine 
times,  "Go  forth,  ye  manes  of  my  fathers.'"    This  very  ancient 
ceremony  shows  us  that  the  dead  were  regarded  with  great  respect, 
and  even  with  fear.    They  must  be  given  their  special  food,  and 
then  got  out  of  the  place  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Another  festival  reveals  more  cheerfiil  ideas  about  the  dead. 
For  nine  days  in  February,*  the  Romans  celebrated  the  Parentalia, 
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when  the  ghosts  were  received  and  entertained  by  the  living  mem- 
bers of  their  family.     During  this  period,  marriages  were  forbid- 

Peastof  the  <i«^'  ^^^^  ^^"^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^sed,  and  magistrates  laid 
dead;  the  aside  their  official  dress.  The  dead  man's  relatives 
Parentalia.  yigije^j  j^jg  tomb  and  oflfered  there  their  simple  gifts  of 
salt  cake,  bread  dipped  in  wine,  and  garlands  of  flowers.  Thus 
peace  was  made  with  the  ancestral  spirits.  Honored  in  this  way, 
they  became  the  kindly  guardians  of  the  household. 

But  the  home,  rather  than  the  grave,  was  the  real  center  of 
domestic  worship.  The  ancient  Roman  house  had  only  one  large 
The  house-  room,  the  atriumy  where  all  members  of  the  family  lived 
hold  deities,  together.  It  was  entered  by  a  single  door,  which,  as 
the  protection  against  the  outside  world  and  keeper  away  of  evil, 
was  sacred  to  Janus.  On  the  hearth,  opposite  the  doorway,  the 
housewife  prepared  the  meals.  The  fire  that  ever  blazed  upon  it 
gave  warmth  and  nourishment  to  the  inmates.  Here  dwelt  Vesta, 
the  spirit  of  the  kindling  flame.  The  cupboard  where  the  food 
was  kept  for  future  use  came  under  the  charge  of  the  Penates, 
who  blessed  the  family  store.  The  house  as  a  whole  had  its 
protecting  spirits,  called  Lares.  Even  the  house-father  had  his 
guardian  spirit,  the  Genius,  whose  festival  was  celebrated  on  the 
master's  birthday. 

The  daily  worship  of  these  household  deities  took  place  at  the 
family  meaL  In  the  old  and  simple  house  the  table  would  be 
The  house-  pl^^ed  at  the  side  of  the  hearth,  and  when  the  father 
hold  wor-  and  his  family  sat  down  to  it,  a  Httle  food  would  be 
•^P*  thrown  into  the  flames  and  a  portion  of  wine  poured 

out,  as  an  offering  to  the  gods.  The  images  of  the  Lares  and 
Penates  would  also  be  fetched  from  the  shrine  and  placed  on  the 
table  in  token  of  their  presence  at  the  meal.  Even  in  later  days, 
when  the  Romans  had  luxurious,^  many-roomed  houses  with  the 
dining  table  far  from  the  kitchen  hearth,  a  pause  was  made  in  the 
meal  and  an  offering  sent  out  to  the  household  gods.  So  per- 
sistent was  this  custom  of  domestic  piety. 
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The  worship  of  the  hearth  and  home  played  a  great  part  in 
shaping  Roman  society,  and  also  in  making  Roman  history.  It 
immensely  strengthened  the  father's  power  as  head  influence  of 
of  the  family.  He  was  honored  as  the  chief  priest  of  the  domestic 
the  household.  His  home  was  a  temple,  his  hearth  ^^^^  ***  . 
was  an  altar.  It  made  marriage  a  religious  duty.  A  curse  was 
thought  to  rest  on  the  childless  man.  Not  only  was  he  doomed  to 
lose  all  honors  after  death,  but  he  likewise  robbed  the  spirits  of 
his  forefathers  of  the  worship  they  should  have  continued  to 
enjoy.  Finally,  this  domestic  religion  made  the  family  an  exclusive 
organization.  It  was  a  shocking  sacrilege  for  anyone  to  join  in  the 
worship  of  ancestors  from  whom  he  had  not  descended,  unless,  by 
either  marriage  or  adoption,  he  had  been  formally  taken  within 
the  domestic  circle.  This  feeling  helped  to  preserve  the  purity  of 
family  life,  so  characteristic  a  feature  of  early  Rome. 

The  religion  of  the  family  endured  with  little  change  through- 
out the  entire  period  of  Roman  history.     In  many  households  it 
lingered  as  a  pious  rite  long  after  the  triumph  of  itapemuk- 
Christianity  over  paganism.  nenca. 

127.    The  State'  Religion 

The  early  Roman  state  was  only  an  enlarged  family,  and  hence 
the  religion  of  the  state  was  modeled  after  that  of  the  family. 
Some  of  the  divinities,  such  as  Janus  and  Vesta,  were  ^o^giiip  ^f 
taken  over  with  little  change  from  the  family  worship.  Janos  and 
The  entrance  to  the  Forum  formed  a  shrine  of  Janus,*  Vesta. 
which  Numa  himself  was  said  to  have  built.    The  door,  or  gate- 
way, stood  open  in  time  of  war,  but  shut  when  Rome  was  at  peace. 
At  the  south  end  of  the  Forum  stood  the  round  temple  of  Vesta, 
containing  the  sacred  hearth  of  the  city.     Here  Vesta  was  served 
by  six  virgins  of  free  birth,  who  dwelt  in  a  kind  of  convent  close 

1  Since  a  door  (janua)  had  two  sides,  Janus,  the  door  god,  was  represented  with 
the  curious  double  &ce  which  appears  on  Roman  coins.  The  month  January  in 
the  Julian  calendar  was  named  for  him.  The  names  of  all  our  months,  it  is  worth 
remembering,  are  those  of  the  Roman  year. 
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by.  It  was  their  duty  to  keep  the  fire  always  blazing  on  the  altar. 
If  by  accident  the  fire  went  out,  it  must  be  relighted  from  a  "  pure 
flame,"  either  by  striking  a  spark  with  fiint  or  by  rubbing  together 
two  dry  sticks.  Such  methods  of  kindling  fire  were  those  familiar 
to  the  prehistoric  Romans. 

The   Romans   worshiped   various   gods  connected  with  their 
lives  as  shepherds,  farmers,  and  warriors.    The  chief  divinity  was 
Juplier,  who  mled  the  heavens  and 
sent  rain  and  sttnshine  to  nourish  the 
crops.     With  the  title  of 
'  Opttmus  Maximus,  "  the 

best  and  greatest,"  Jupiter  took  his 
place  as  the  supreme  divinity  of  the 
Roman  state.  The  Roman  youth,  on 
assuming  the  dress  of  manhood,  made 
his  offerings  at  the  Temple  of  Jupiter 
on  the  Capitoline ;  there  the  magis- 
trates sacrificed  before  entering  on 
their  duties;  there  the  conquering 
general  on  the  occasion  of  a  triumph 
dedicated  the  spoib  of  victory. 
The  Romans  were  a  military  people, 
A  Vestal  Virgin  ^"*^  '"  ^^^^''  ^'^'^  Mars  they  fashioned 

_  _  .  ,  .-         .  a  deity  who  reflected  their 

FOilraii  from  a  ilatue  discavcrto  m    MuB 

nwruintofiheTtinpieorvMutathe  own  character.     His  sa- 

oiB«n  onim.  ^^^^  animal  was  the  fierce,  cruel  wolf, 

his  symbols  were  spears  and  shields,  his  altar  was  the  Campus 
Martius  (Field  of  Mars)  outside  the  city  walls,  where  the  army 
assembled  in  battle  array.  March,  the  first  month  of  the  old 
Roman  year,  was  named  in  his  honor. 

The  Romans  showed  great  hospitality  in  matters  of  religion. 
Borrowed  Some  of  their  deities  were  borrowed  directly  from 
godi.  Greece,    such    as  Apollo,    who    came    from    Cumse, 

./Ssculapius,  the  Greek  god  of  healing,  and  Heracles  or  Hercules. 
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Then  a  fashion  arose  of  identifying  old  Roman  deities  with  those 
of  Greece  which  in  any  way  resembled  them.'  Thus  the  Roman 
Ceres,  a  goddess  of  fertility,  was  made  one  with  the  earth  goddess 
Demeter,  and  the  Roman  Neptune,  a  river  god,  with  Poseidon, 
god  of  the  sea.  Besides  these  and  other  Greek  diviniticB,  the 
Romans  adopted  the  beautiful  mythology  of  Greece. 
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In  addition  to  the  major  deities,  there  was  an  innumerable  com- 
pany of  less  important  gods  and  spirits.  Some  personified  a 
quality,  such  as  Health,  Concord,  Fortune,  Peace.  Minor 
Temples  were  raised  to  these  abstractions.  Other  Ji»initie». 
supernatural  beings  watched  over  children,  looked  after  bound- 
aries, even  protected  sheep  and  oxen.  The  farmer,  especially, 
felt  himself  in  the  hands  of  a  whole  host  of  spiritual  powers  which 
helped  him  at  plowing,  hoeing,  sowing,  and  reaping.  No  wonder 
a  Roman  writer  could  say,  "  Our  country  is  so  full  of  divinities  that 
it  is  much  easier  to  find  a  god  than  a  roan."  * 

d  Romans.    It  is  a  mis- 
rs  worshiped  in  Greece. 
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"  Pelronius,  Satirti,  17. 
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128.    Religious  Rites  and  Priesthoods 

With  so  many  gods  that  required  attention,  the  danger  of 
offending  one  of  them  was  ever  present  to  the  Roman's  mind. 
Religious  Hence  he  had  to  be  constant  with  his  prayers  and 
worship.  offerings,  and  very  careful  to  perform  them  in  the 
proper  manner.  All  acts  of  worship  —  sacrifices,  dedications, 
festivals  —  proceeded  according  to  regular  rules. 

A  sacrifice  on  behalf  of  the  state  formed  a  most  elaborate  cere- 
mony.   The  animal  victim  —  usually  an  ox,  sheep,  or  pig  —  had 

to  be  of  the  right  sex,  age,  and  color.  It  had  to  go 
Sacrifice.  o  >    &  >  o 

wiUingly  to  the  altar.  During  the  slaughter  the  priest 
recited  a  prayer.  His  head  was  covered  in  order  to  shut  out  evil 
influences  from  his  eyes,  and  music  was  played  to  drown  all  ill- 
omened  sounds.  The  omission  of  a  single  word  from  the  sacred 
formula,  the  slightest  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  victim,  the  least 
disorder  among  the  bystanders,  made  the  sacrifice  of  no  avail. 
In  such  a  case  everything  must  be  repeated  fi-om  the  beginning. 

The  gods,  if  piously  worshiped,  stood  ready  to  do  their  part 
They  sent  the  blessings  of  health,  riches,  long  life,  success  in 
Formal  business  and  battle.    The  farmer,  after  he  sacrificed 

character  at  spring  sowing,  felt  sure  that  heaven  would  grant 
of  worship.  ^^^  ^^  abundant  harvest.  The  state,  if  it  entered  on 
a  war  after  the  necessary  ceremonies,  was  believed  to  be  certain 
of  success.  Thus  religion  became  a  real  contract  between  the  god 
and  his  worshipers.  This  hard,  legal  idea  was  characteristic  of 
the  practical  and  thrifty  Roman,  who  made  his  deities  much  like 
himself. 

The   Romans  took  many  precautions,  before  beginning  any 

enterprise,  to  find  out  what  was  the  will  of  the  gods  and  how  their 

favor  might  first  be  gained.  They  did  not  have 
Omens.  o  o  ^ 

oracles,  but  they  paid  much  attention  to  omens  of  aU 
sorts.  A  sudden  flash  of  lightning,  an  eclipse  of  the  sun,  a 
blazing  comet,  or  an  earthquake  shock  was   a  prodigy  which 
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awakened  superstitious  fear.     It  indicated  the  disapproval  of  the 
gods.> 

There  were  still  other  ways  whereby  one  might  learn  the  divine 
will.  The  Romans  toolt  from  Etniria  the  practice  of  divination  by 
means  of  the  color  and  shape  of  the  entrails  of  animals 

,   .  .-  .  ,  AulplMI. 

slain  at  sacnnce.     A  more  common  custom  was  that 

of  augury  from  the  number  of  birds  seen  in  the  sky  and  fixira  the 

quarter  of  the  heavens  where  they 

appeared.    To  consult  such  signs 

was  called  "  taking  the  auspices." 

No  public  act,  such  as  a  vote  in 

the  assembly,  an  election,  or  a 

battle,  could  be  begun  before  the 

gods  had  shown  their  consent  by 

granting  favorable  auspices. 

Though  every  man  could  say 

his  prayers  and  make  his  offerings 

without  the  presence  of  priests, 

their  aid  was  necessary 

Piiesthooda. 
m  the  state  worship. 

Roman  priests  did  not  form  a  sep-  am  Etruscan  Auiiur 

arate  class  as  in  some  Oriental     wiiipiimingfromaniirbiiiTarquinii 

countries.     They  were  chosen,  as  '"  ^'""* 

were  other  magistrates,  from  the  general  body  of  citizens.    Some 

of  them  were  grouped  in  societies  or  "  colleges."     A  college  of  six 

augurs  had  charge  of  the  public  auspices.     Another  board  of  priests 

took  care  of  the  Sibylline  Books,  which  were  deposited  in  a  vault 

beneath  the  Capitoline  temple.    The  college  of  pontilTs  had  a 

general  oversight  of  the  whole  system  of  religion.     Among  other 

duties,  they  regulated  the  calendar,'  kept  the  public  annals,  and 
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looked  after  weights  and  measures.    They  were  experts  in  all  mat- 
ters of  religious  ceremony,  and  hence  very  important  individuals.^ 
The  Romans  celebrated  many  annual  festivals,  most  of  which 
were  connected  with  their  life  as  shepherds  and  farmers.     In  April, 

they  honored  the  goddess  who  cared  for  flocks  and 
Festivals. 

herds ;  in  May,  they  held  a  procession  to  purify  and 

bless  the  fields  with  their  growing  crops ;  in  August,  there  was  a 

ceremony  which  marked  the  gathering  in  of  the  harvest. 

The  Saturnalia  was  a  seven  days'  festival  held  in  December  in 
honor  of  Saturn,  god  of  sowing.  During  this  time,  schools  were 
The  Sator-  closed,  no  war  was  declared  or  battle  fought,  no  pun- 
n*ii»«  ishment  was  inflicted.     Every  one  gave  himself  up  to 

feasting  and  revelry.  An  ancient  writer  tells  us  that  all  Rome 
seemed  to  go  mad  on  this  holiday.  Distinctions  of  rank  were  laid 
aside  at  the  Saturnalia.  Even  slaves  received  a  temporary  free- 
dom ;  masters,  it  is  said,  actually  changed  places  with  their  slaves 
and  waited  on  them  at  table.  The  custom  of  making  gifts,  such 
as  wax  candles  and  clay  dolls,  was  a  feature  of  the  Saturnalia  which 
probably  survives  in  our  "Christmas  presents.'* 

The  celebration  of  a  festival  formed  a  religious  ceremony  in  which 

the  state  expected  every  one  to  take  part.    At  such  a  time  the 

courts  and  places  of  assembly  would  be  closed,  while 
Holy  days. 

the  temples  would  be  thronged  with  worshipers.     On 

these  holy  days,  or /ert(B,  the  citizen  was  supposed  to  do  no  labor, 

and  even  the  slave  to  enjoy  rest  from  toil.     The  Roman  idea  of 

the  holy  day,  as  a  time  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  gods,  seems 

to  have  been  much  the  same  as  that  which  we  find  expressed  in 

the  Jewish  Sabbath.     But  there  were  more  than  a  hundred  feria 

of  the  new  moon,  the  banning  of  the  month,  received  the  name  Kalends,  whence 
our  word  **  calendar."  The  day  of  the  full  moon,  at  the  middle  of  the  month,  was 
known  as  the  Ides ;  and  the  ninth  day  before  the  Ides  was  the  Nones.  The  other 
days  of  the  month  were  calculated  by  reckoning  backward  from  these  fixed  points. 
Our  May  30,  for  example,  by  Roman  computation  in  the  Julian  calendar,  would  be 
the  second  day  before  the  Kalends  of  June. 

1  The  name  of  the  president  of  this  college,  Pontifex  Maximus  (Chief  Bridge- 
builder)  ,  is  still  the  title  of  the  Roman  Pope  or  "  Supreme  Pontiff." 
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in  the  year,  and  it  was  simply  impossible  that  all  work  should 
cease  on  them.  So  the  old  restrictions  were  gradually  lightened 
or  removed  until,  in  the  last  century  B.C.,  the  Roman  poet  Ver- 
gil could  declare  that  "  even  on  holy  days  some  work  is  permitted 
by  the  laws  of  God  and  man."^  Finally,  the^^rnV^  became  little 
more  than  public  holidays,  celebrated  with  banquets,  games,  and 
shows. 

This  old  Roman  faith  was  something  very  different  from  what 
we  understand  by  religion.    It  had  little   direct  influence  on 
morality.     It  did  not  promise  rewards  or  threaten  importance 
punishments    in    a   future    world.     Roman    religion  of  the  state 
busied  itself  with  the  everyday  life  of  man.    Just  as  ""8**^^* 
the  household  was  bound  together  by  the  tie  of  common  worship, 
so    all  the  citizens  were  united  in  a  common  reverence  for  the 
deities  which  watched  over  and  guided  the  state.    The  religion  of 
Rome  made  and  held  together  a  nation. 

129.  Government 

We  find  in  early  Rome,  as  in  Homeric  Greece,*  a  city-state 
with  its  king,  council,  and  assembly.  The  king  (rex)  was  the 
father  of  his  people,  having  over  them  the  same  abso- 
lute authority  that  the  house  father  held  within  the 
family.  He  was  the  high  priest  of  the  state  religion,  the  supreme 
judge,  and  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  army.  From  imperiuniy 
the  Latin  term  for  this  regal  power,  have  come  our  familiar  words, 
"  imperial "  and  "  empire.  "  Wherever  the  king  went,  he  was 
accompanied  by  twelve  servants,  called  lictors,  each  carrying  over 
the  lefl  shoulder  a  bundle  of  elm  rods  {/asces),  wrapped  about  an 
ax.  These  were  emblems  of  his  power  to  flog  and  behead 
offenders.  The  Roman  citizen  thus  h^d  a  constant  reminder  of 
this  dread  imperium^  extending  to  life  and  death. 

The  king  was  assisted  by  a  council  of  elders  or  Senate  (Latin, 
senes^  "old  men").     Its  members  were  chosen  by  the  king  and 

^  Vezpl,  Georgics^  1, 26&-269.  >  See  pe^es  X66-Z67. 
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held  office  for  life.    The  most  influential  heads  of  families  be- 
longed to  this  body.    The  senators,  very  appropriately,  received 
the  title  of  "  fathers  "  (patres).    The  king  sought,  and 
usually  followed,  the  advice  of  the  Senate  on  all  im- 
portant matters. 

When  the  king  wished  to  consult  the  people,  he  sent  criers  about 
the  city  with  ox  horns,  to  call  the  citizens  together.  The  assembly 
Comitia  place  was  a  corner  of  the  Forum,  called  the  comitium. 
cnrlata.  Here  the  citizens  were  grouped  in  curix  or  brother- 
hoods, consisting  of  several  families.  Each  curia  had  a  single  vote, 
and  a  majority  of  the  curia  decided  the  question.  This  method 
of  voting  in  the  comitia  curiata,  or  assembly  of  curia^  was  followed 
in  the  other  popular  assemblies  of  the  republic. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  sixth  century,  as  we  have  already  learned,^ 
the  ancient  monarchy  disappeared  from  Rome.  In  place  of  the 
TherepabU-  lifelong  king,  two  magistrates,  named  consuls,  were 
can  consuls,  elected  every  year.  A  consul,  during  his  brief  term 
of  office,  possessed  the  old  imperium.  His  dignity  was  indicated 
by  the  purple-bordered  toga  which  he  wore  in  the  city,  by  the 
attendance  of  lictors  with/aj<r^j,  and  by  the  ivory  throne  or  curule 
chair  on  which  he  sat.  However,  the  consul  had  to  share  his  honor 
and  authority  with  a  colleague  who  enjoyed  the  same  power  as 
himself.  Unless  both  agreed,  there  could  be  no  action.  Like  the 
Spartan  kings,'  the  consuls  served  as  checks,  the  one  on  the  other. 
Neither  could  safely  use  his  position  to  aim  at  unlawful  rule. 

This  divided  and  limited  power  of  the  consuls  might  work  very 
well  in  times  of  peace.  During  dangerous  wars  or  insurrections. 
The  die-  ^^  was  likely  to  prove  disastrous.  A  remedy  was  found 
^to'-  in  the  temporary  revival  of  the  old  kingship  under  a 

new  name.  When  occasion  required,  one  of  the  consuls,  on  the 
advice  of  the  Senate,  appointed  a  dictator.  The  consuls  then  gave 
up  their  authority,  and  the  people  put  their  property  and  lives  en- 
tirely at  the  dictator's  disposal.     During  his  term  of  office,  which 

1  See  page  314.  >  See  page  169. 
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could  Dot  exceed  six  months,  the  state  was  under  martial  law. 
Throughout  Roman  history  there  were  many  occasions  when  a 
dictatorship  was  created  to  meet  a  sudden 
emergency. 

Another  change  in  the  Roman  government 
belongs  to  the  period  of  the  early  republic. 
As  early,  perhaps,  as  the  time  of  comitiA 
Servius  TuUius,*  the  citizen-soldiers  contuxiata. 
of  Rome  were  grouped  in  companies  or  cen- 
turies, each  of  one  hundred  men.  This  mili- 
tary organization  was  hence  called  the  comitia 
centuriata.  Its  members,  when  the  trumpet 
sounded,  gathered  in  the  Campus  Martius, 
ready  to  march  against  the  foe.  With  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  republic,  the  comitia  cert' 
turiata  became  also  a  political  assembly  in 


CuRULE  Chair  and 
Fasces 


The  cunile  chair  {sella 
eumlis)  was  a  campstool 
with  curved  ivory  legs. 

which  the  people  elected  their  magistrates  and  The /«*<■«  are  »hown  on 

,.,,.,  .  f,  ,  each  side  of  the  relief. 

decided  weighty  matters  of  war  and  peace. 
Though  Rome  had  now  two  assemblies,  the  older  comitia  curiata 
declined  in  importance,  and  the  comitia  centuriata  became  the 
chief  organ  of  public  opinion. 


130.    Social  Classes  in  the  Early  Republic 

The  Roman  state,  during  the  regal  age,  seems  to  have  been  di- 
vided between  an  aristocracy  and  a  commons.    The  nobles  were 
called  patricians,  and  the  common  people  were  known  patricians 
as  plebeians.*    The  patricians  occupied  a  privileged  andpiebe- 
position,  since  they  alone  could  sit  in  the  Senate  and       ** 
serve  as  priests,  judges,  and  magistrates.     The  nobles,  in  fact,  con- 
trolled society,  and  the  common  people  found  themselves  excluded 
from  a  large  part  of  the  religion,  law,  and  politics  of  the  Roman 
city. 


1  Sec  page  314. 


«  Latin, //^^j, "  the  crowd." 
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At  the  beginning  of  the  republican  period,  a  fierce  struggle  arose 
between  patricians  and  plebeians,  the  one  to  keep,  the  other  to  win, 
Contest  be-  ^^^  rights  that  seemed  so  valuable.  The  struggle  con- 
tween  the  tinned  for  about  two  centuries  and  made  up  a  large 
orders.  p^^^.^  ^^  ^j^^  ^^^^y  history  of  Rome.     We  know,  however, 

only  a  few  prominent  events  in  this  long  contest  "  between  the 

orders." 

The  plebeians  are  said  to  have  gained  one  of  their  most  important 

victories  at  the  outset  of  the  republic.     In  509  B.C.,  the  consul 

Valerius  secured  the  passage  of  a  law  which  forbade 
Valerian 
j^^  ^  any  magistrate,  except  a  dictator,  to  scourge  or  exe- 

appeal,  cute  a  Roman  citizen  without  giving  him  a  chance  to 

5^  ^  ^  '  '  appeal  to  the  people  in  the  comitia  centuriata.  This 
"right  of  appeal,"  granted  by  the  Valerian  law,  the  Romans  justly 
regarded  as  the  greatest  safeguard  of  their  liberties.  It  did  not 
bind  the  consuls  when  they  were  outside  the  city  at  the  head  of  the 
army.  But  when  they  came  within  the  walls,  their  lictors  took  the 
ax  from  ^^  fasces  to  show  that  the  consuls  could  no  longer  exer- 
cise the  power  of  life  and  death  over  Roman  citizens. 

The  next  forward  step  made  by  the  plebeians  resulted  from  a 
"  strike  "  which  they  organized  against  the  state.     According  to  the 

Secession  of  ^^^T*  ^^^  ^^X  when  the  plebeians  found  themselves 
thepiebs,  mistreated,  those  in  the  army  refused  to  serve  any 
494  (?)  B.C.  iQj^ggj.  xixAtx  their  commander.  They  marched  out  of 
Rome  to  a  hill  afterwards  called  the  Sacred  Mount,  and  deter- 
mined to  found  a  new  city. 

The  frightened  patricians  quickly  realized  that  Rome  could  not 
do  without  her  plebeian  soldiers.  To  induce  them  to  return,  the 
Tribones  of  ^^^^^^s  promised  that  the  plebeians  should  have  officers 
the  plebs,  of  their  own,  called  tribunes,  as  a  protection  against  pa- 
453  (r;  .  ^j.jcian  cruelty  and  injustice.  At  first  there  were  only 
two  tribunes,  but  soon  the  number  was  raised  to  ten,  elected  annu- 
ally. 

These  tribunes  possessed  very  singular  rights.    Any  one  of  them 
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could  veto,  that  is,  forbid,  the  act  of  a  magistrate  which  seemed  to 
bear  harshly  on  a  citizen.  The  tribunate  thus  served  as  a  sort  of 
brake  on  the  immense  authority  vested  in  the  consuls  xhe  tribuni- 
and  other  officers.  The  door  of  the  tribune's  house  had  clan  power, 
always  to  remain  unlocked,  in  order  that  a  plebeian  in  trouble  might 
find  refuge  with  him  at  any  time.  To  make  sure  that  a  tribune's 
orders  would  be  respected,  his  person  was  made  sacred,  and  a 
solemn  curse  was  pronounced  upon  the  mdn  who  injured  him  or 
interrupted  him  in  the  performance  of  his  duties.  The  tribune's 
authority,  however,  extended  only  within  the  city  and  a  mile  be- 
yond its  walls.  He  was  quite  powerless  against  the  consul  in  the 
field. 

Under  the  protection  of  the  tribunes  and  with  them  as  leaders, 
the  plebeians  could  now  make  further  attacks  upon  the  patrician 
position.    We  next  find  them  struggling  for  equality  j^^  decem- 
before  the  law.    Just  as  in  ancient  Athens,^  the  early  virs,  451- 
Roman  laws  had  never  been  written  down  or  published.  **^       ' 
Acquaintance  with  the  laws  formed  a  kind  of  secret  science,  con- 
fined to  the  patrician  families.     About  half  a  century  after  the 
plebeians  -had  obtained  the  tribunes,  they  forced  the  patricians  to 
give  them  written  laws.    A  board  of  ten  men,  known  as  decemvirs, 
was  appointed  to  frame  a  legal  code,  binding  equally  on  the  orders. 
The  story  goes  that  this  commission  studied  the  legislation  of  the 
Greek  states  of  southern  Italy,  and  even  went  to  Athens  to  ex- 
amine some  of  Solon's  laws  which  were  still  in  force.     It  is  certain 
that  Greek  materials  were  incorporated  in  the  Roman  code. 

The  laws  framed  by  the  decemvirs  were  engraved  on  twelve 
bronze  tablets  and  set  up  in  the  Forum.  A  few  sentences  from 
this  famous  code  have  come  down  to  us  in  rude,  un-  xhe  Twelve 
polished  Latin.  Roman  boys,  as  a  part  of  their  educa-  Tables, 
tion,  had  to  learn  the  Twelve  Tables  by  heart — "a  sing-song 
imposed  by  fate."*  They  mark  the  beginning  of  what  was  to 
be  Rome's  weightiest  gift  to  civilization  —  her  legal  system. 

1  See  page  172.  s  Cicero,  De  Ugibus,  il,  33. 
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The  next  effort  of  the  plebeians  was  directed  toward  securing 
social  equality  with  the  patricians.  Soon  after  the  decemvirate 
The  Cana-  legislation,  the  tribune  Canuleius  secured  the  passage 
leian  law,  of  a  law  which  permitted  legal  marriages  between  the 
445  B.C.  ^^Q  orders.  The  Canuleian  law  broke  down  the  former 
exclusiveness  of  the  aristocratic  families  and  helped  to  unite  ple- 
beians and  patricians  into  a  harmonious  community. 

The  hardest  task  before  the  plebeians  was  to  secure  the  right 
of  holding  the  great  offices  of  state.  An  important  landmark 
Licinian  ^^  ^^^^  struggle  was  the  passage  of  the  Licinian  laws, 
laws.  Among  other  things,  these  laws  provided  that  at  least 

^®  •  one  of  the  consuls  each  year  must  be  a  plebeian. 
Henceforth  the  lowest-bom  citizen  was  eligible  to  the  highest 
honor  in  the  gift  of  the  Roman  people. 

The  patrician  monopoly  of  the  remaining  state  offices  gradually 
broke  down.  The  plebeians  had  already  gained  entrance  to  the 
Pinal  equal-  Senate,  and  now  one  magistracy  after  another  fell  into 
ization  of  their  hands.  They  were  admitted  even  to  the  sacred 
the  orders,  colleges  of  pontiffs  and  augurs.  By  the  middle  of  the 
third  century,  the  patricians  and  plebeians,  equal  befote  the  law 
and  with  equal  privileges^  formed  one  compact  body  of  citizens  in 
the  Roman  state. 

131.   Political  Life  in  Republican  Rome 

The  Roman  state  called  itself  a  republic,  respublica^  "a  thing 
of  the  people. ''  Roman  citizens,  patricians  and  plebeians,  made 
Rome  as  a  ^1^^  l^^s>  elected  the  magistrates,  decided  questions  of 
repubUc.  >var  and  peace.  Yet  their  government  was  very  unlike 
that  of  Greek  states  such  as  Athens,  and  still  more  unlike  that  of 
our  own  country.  Its  peculiar  character  puts  it  in  a  place  by 
itself. 

To  exercise  their  rights,  the  citizens  of  Rome  held  public  meet- 
ings, or  assemblies.  During  the  republican  period  two  of  these 
were  of  importance.    The  first  was  the  comitia  centuriata^  which 


Political  Life  in  Republican  Rome  333 

chose  the  higher  magistrates.    During  the  period  of  the  plebeian 
struggles  a  second  assembly  was  formed^  the  comitia  tributa,  so 
named  because  the  members  voted  in  artificial  divisions  i^^e  assem- 
called  tribes.    It  elected  the  tribunes  and  their  assist-  ^ii««- 
ants,  the  plebeian  sediles,  and  gradually  took  over  much  of  the 
business  of  lawmaking  for  the  Roman  state. 

Roman  assembhes  presented  some  sharp  contrasts  to  those  of 
the  Greeks.     In  the  first  place,  voting  was  by  groups,  not  by 
heads.^     Each  group,  whether  curiay  century,  or  tribe,  p^coUnri- 
voted  by  itself.     In  the  Athenian  Assembly,  it  will  be  ties  of  the 
remembered,'  every  man  had   his  vote,  and  conse-  ••••°^    ••* 
quently  enjoyed  greater  influence  than  a  Roman  citizen  possessed 
under  the  system  of  group   voting.    Again,  a  Roman  assembly 
could  not  frame,  criticize,  or  amend  public  measures.     It  could 
only  say  '*  yes  "  or  "  no  "  to  a  proposal  made  to  it  by  a  magistrate. 
Finally,  there  was  little  opportunity  for  debate.    The  proposer  of 
a  law,  always  a  magistrate,  would  address  the  voters  in  support  of 
it  and   might   sometimes  permit  his   followers  to  speak   for  it. 
Otherwise  no  discussion  took  place.     We  can  see,  therefore,  that 
though  the  people   gathered   in   assembly   were   supreme,  their 
power  was  really  much  limited  by  the  magistrates. 

Rome  had  many  magistrates.     Besides  the  two  consuls  and  an 
occasional  dictator  there  were  the  ten  tribunes,  who  presided  over 
the  comitia  triduta,  the  praetors,  who  served  as  judges,  Magis- 
the  quaestors  or  keepers  of  the   treasury,  and  the  trates. 
plebeian  and  curule  aediles,  who  looked  afler  markets,  streets,  and 
public  games. 

Very  important  officers  were  the  two  censors.     It  was  their 
business  to  make  an  enumeration  or  census  of  the  citi-  xhe  cen- 
zens  and  to  assess  property  for  taxation.    The  censors  •o'** 
almost  always  were  reverend  seniors  who  had  held  the  consulship 
and  enjoyed  a  high  reputation  for  justice  and  wisdom.    Their 
ofSce  grew  steadily  in  importance,  especially  after  the  censors  began 

1  See  page  328.  ^  See  page  226, 
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to  exercise  an  oversight  of  the  private  life  of  the  Romans.  They 
could  expel  a  senator  from  his  seat  for  immorality,  and  deprive 
any  citizen  of  his  vote.  We  are  told  that  once  they  punished  a 
man  for  neglecting  his  farm,  another  for  having  kissed  his  wife  in 
the  presence  of  his  daughter,  another  for  spending  too  much 
money  on  a  kinsman's  funeral.  They  even  degraded  a  senator  of 
high  rank,  because  he  had  in  his  house  ten  pounds  of  silver  plate, 
when  the  law  allowed  him  only  eight  ounces.  Thus  the  censors 
came  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  virtue  of  all  Roman  citizens. 
The  word  ''censorious,''  meaning  faultfinding,  is  derived  from 
the  name  of  these  magistrates  of  ancient  Rome. 

When  a  Roman  desired  election  to  a  public  office,  he  had  to  go 

among  the  people  and  ask  for  their  votes.    This  was  called 

ambitiOy  whence  our  word '' ambition."     He  used  to 

Elections. 

appear  in  the  Forum,  the  Campus  Martins,  and  other 
places  of  public  resort,  clothed  in  white  (candidatus)  ^  the  original 
sense  of  our  word  "  candidate."  The  law  forbade  him  to  bribe 
the  citizens,  but  allowed  him  to  curry  favor  with  them  by  giving 
shows,  banquets,  and  public  games. 

A  man  usually  passed  through  the  offices  in  regular  order.  He 
began  his  political  life  by  getting  elected  to  a  qusestorship,  and 
«<  Career  of  ^tn  became  in  succession,  cunile  aedile,  praetor,  and 
honors."  consul.  If  he  won  glory  in  this  "  career  of  honors," 
the  Romans  elected  him  to  the  censorship. 

It  was  a  high  privilege  to  be  a  magistrate  of  Rome.  Only  full 
citizens  could  hold  office,  and  of  these  some  were  permanently 
Office  disqualified.    Thus,  not  only  actors  and  gladiators,  but 

holding.  even  honest  wage-earners  could  not  be  elected  to  a 
magistracy,  because  they  followed  occupations  deemed  disgrace- 
ful. Though  a  magistrate  enjoyed  great  power,  it  was  a  divided 
power.  There  were  two  or  more  colleagues  for  every  office 
except  the  dictatorship.  It  was  also  a  brief  power,  since  nearly 
every  magistrate  *  served  for  only  a  year  and  could  not  enter  upon 

1  The  dictator's  term  was  limited  to  six  months,  the  censors',  to  eighteen  months. 
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a  second  term  until  ten  years  had  passed.  Most  important  of 
all,  the  authority  of  the  magistrates  was  much  limited  by  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Roman  Senate. 

132.   The  Senate  and  the  New  Nobility 

The  Senate  formed  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  institution  of 
republican  Rome.  It  contained  about  three  hundred  MembershiD 
individuals,  who  held  their  seats  generally  for  life,  of  the 
The  vacancies  which  occurred  in  its  membership,  as  a  ®*°**** 
rule,  were  filled  by  those  who  had  previously  held  one  or  more  of  the 
higher  magistracies.  There  sat  in  the  Senate  every  man  who, 
as  statesman,  general,  or  diplomatist,  had  served  his  country  well. 

It  was  almost  inevitable  that  the  Senate  should  become  supreme 

at  Rome.    The  magistrates  changed  year  by  year;  the  Senate  was 

a  permanent  body  of  seasoned  men,  ripe  in  age  and 

Thd  Senate 
of  long  experience  in  public  affairs.  Naturally  enough,  ^^^  ^^ 

the  magistrates,  who  themselves  expected  some  day  to  magia- 
sit  in  the  Senate,  would  be  disposed  to  listen  to  its  ad-     *  *** 
vice  and  to  follow  its  suggestions.    They  even  sought  beforehand 
the  approval  of  the  Senate  for  any  new  measures  which  they  pro- 
posed to  bring  before  the  popular  assemblies.     In  this  way,  the 
magistrates  became  the  agents  and  servants  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  furnished  an  admirable  school  for  debate.    Any 
senator  could  speak  as  long  and  as  often  as  he  chose.    The  op- 
portunities for  discussion  were  numerous,  for  all  weighty  p^^^^g  ^j.. 
matters  came  before  this  august  assemblage.     It  man-  ercised  by 
aged  finances  and  public  works.     It  looked  after  the  *^®  Senate, 
state  religion.     It  declared  and  conducted  wars,  received  ambas- 
sadors from  foreign  countries,  made  alliances,  and  administered 
conquered  territories.    The  Senate,  in  fact,  formed  the  real  govern- 
ing body  of  the  republic. 

If  ever  an  oligarchy  —  "the  rule  of  a  few" — justified  its  ex- 
istence, it  was  during  this  period  of  senatorial  supremacy  at  Rome. 
The  Senate  proved  not  unworthy  of  its  high  position.     For  two 
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centuries,  while  Rome  was  winning  dominion  over  Italy  and  the 
Mediterranean,  that  body  held  the  wisest  and  noblest  Romans  of 
"An  aasem-  ^^^  time.  To  these  men  office  meant  a  public  trust — 
biy  of  an  opportunity  to  serve  their  country  with  distinction 

^*'  and  honor.    The  Senate,  in  its  best  days,  was  a  splendid 

example  of  the  foresight,  energy,  and  wisdom  of  republican  Rome. 
An  admiring  foreigner  called  it  ''an  assembly  of  kings."  ^ 

Rome's  old  aristocracy  disappeared,  as  we  have  learned,*  when 
the  plebeians  after  a  long  struggle  secured  all  the  privileges  which 
The  new  the  patricians  had  formerly  alone  enjoyed.  But  dur- 
nobUity.  ing  the  third  and  second  centuries  B.C.,  a  new  aris- 
tocracy sprang  up  in  Roman  society.  It  was  composed  of  those 
patricians  and  wealthier  plebeians  who  had  won  their  way  to  office 
and  thence  into  the  Senate.  Election  to  one  of  the  higher  magis- 
tracies ennobled  a  man  and  all  his  direct  descendants.  Hence- 
forth they  were  "  known  "  or  "  distinguished  "  {nobiUs). 

The  nobles  were  jealous  of  their  privileges  and  tried  to  prevent 
outsiders  from  being  elected  to  office.  In  this  effort  they  were 
A  narrow  usually  successful,  partly  because  it  cost  much  money 
aristocracy,  to  succeed  in  politics  and  only  the  nobles  were  rich. 
Another  reason  is  found  in  the  feeling  of  the  Roman  citizens 
themselves  that  political  ability  descended  from  one  generation 
to  another.  They  preferred  to  elect  as  praetor,  consul,  or  censor 
a  man  whose  father  or  grandfather  had  enjoyed  the  same  honor. 
To  belong  to  a  family  already  "  noble "  very  much  improved  a 
candidate's  chances  for  office.  It  was  unusual,  therefore,  for  a 
"  new  man,**  as  the  Romans  called  a  person  whose  ancestors  had 
not  been  distinguished  in  the  public  service,  to  secure  political 
honors.  The  power  and  privileges  of  this  new  nobility  depended, 
as  we  see,  not  on  the  law,  but  on  custom  and  tradition.  Nothing 
but  a  revolution  could  take  them  away. 

1  The  four  letters  inscribed  on  Roman  military  standards  indicate  the  important 
place  held  by  the  Senate.  Tliey  are  5.  P.  Q.  R.,  standing  for  Senatus  Populusqut 
Romanus, "  The  Senate  and  the  People  of  Rome."  2  See  page  33a. 
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133.    Expansion  of  Rome  over  Latium,  509  (?)  -  338  B.C. 

While  the  new  republican  constitution  was  assuming  shape  dur- 
ing the  contests  of  plebeians  and  patricians,  Rome  had  been 
gradually  extending  her  rule  over  the  Italian  penin-  Leeendaof 
sula.     All  exact  knowledge  of  this  period   is  veiled  the  early 
behind  a  great  mass  of  myths  and  legends,  of  slight  '•P'*^^*^- 
value  as  history,  but  highly  important  for  the  light  they  throw  on 
Roman  ideals  of  virtue  and  patriotism.     The  greater  number  are 
tales  of  warfare,  since  the  Romans  all  this  time  were  engaged  in 
struggles  with  their  neighbors.     For  several  centuries,  the  gates  of 
the  Temple  of  Janus  were  never  closed.* 

Rome,  during  the  regal  age,  had  become  the  chief  city-state  in 
latium  and  the  head  of  the  Latin  League.^  The  expulsion  of  the 
kings  weakened  Rome,  for  now  there  was  no  single  Enemies  of 
strong  ruler  to  lead  his  people  in  war  and  to  put  down  Rome, 
civil  strife.  The  Romans  found  their  territory  beset  by  threatening 
foes ;  on  the  north  by  the  Etruscans,  on  the  south  by  the  Volscians, 
on  the  east  by  wild  tribes  of  iEquians  and  Sabines  who  dwelt  among 
the  Apennine  hills. 

But  the  infant  republic  was  not  obliged  to  face  all  these  enemies 
single-handed.  In  493  B.C.,  the  same  year  which  saw  the  found- 
ing of  the  tribunate,'  Rome  entered  into  a  close  al-  AUiance 

liance  with  the  other  cities  of  Latium.     She  was  no  J**^®*'' 

Rome  and 
longer  mistress  of  the  Latin   League,  but  she  could  the  Latins, 

count  on  the  aid  of  that  strong  confederacy  in  the  long,  493  B.C. 

hard  struggle  which  now  began.     The  memory  of  the  border  wars 

waged  by  Rome  and  her  allies  is  preserved  in  many  a  famous  tale. 

In  the  year  after  the  secession  of  the  plebeians  to  the  Sacred 

Mount,  a  famine  broke  out  at  Rome.     The  ruler  of  Syracuse  sent 

a  large  present  of  grain  to  the  Roman  people  to  relieve  Legend  of 

their  distress.     A  certain  patrician,  named  Coriolanus,  Corioianua. 

proposed  that  none  of  this  food  should  be  supplied  to  the  plebeians 

1  See  page  321,  *See  pages  311-312.  *See  page  330. 
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unless  they  gave  up  their  tribunes.  When  the  plebeians  heard 
this,  they  were  wroth,  and  obliged  him  to  flee  from  Rome.  So 
Coriolanus  went  over  to  the  Volscians  and  led  their  troops  against 
his  native  city.  The  Romans  were  seized  with  despair,  and  sent 
the  principal  senators  to  sue  humbly  for  peace.  The  proud  and 
bitter  Coriolanus  would  not  listen  to  them  or  to  the  chief  priests, 
dressed  in  their  sacred  robes.  At  last,  the  noblest  Roman  matrons 
came  to  Coriolanus,  and  with  them  his  wife,  his  mother,  and  his 
two  young  sons.  Coriolanus  was  deeply  moved.  Embracing  his 
mother,  he  exclaimed,  "  Mother,  thou  hast  saved  Rome,  but  lost 
thy  son."  *  Coriolanus  then  granted  their  prayers  for  peace  and 
withdrew  his  army  from  Roman  soil. 

While  one  of  the  consuls  was  far  away  from  Rome  fighting  the 
Sabines,  news  came  that  the  iEquians  had  defeated  the  second 
Legend  of  consul  and  shut  him  up  with  his  men  in  a  narrow  val- 
Cincinnatas.  ley.  The  Senate  met  in  hurried  council  to  appoint  a 
dictator.  Only  one  man  seemed  fit  to  fill  that  post.  It  was  the 
aged  Cincinnatus,  who  had  long  served  his  country  as  senator  and 
consul,  and  now  lived  quietly  on  his  little  farm.  To  him,  as  he 
worked  in  the  fields,  dressed  in  a  simple  tunic,  came  messengers 
with  news  of  his  appointment  as  dictator.  "  Put  on  your  toga,"  they 
said, "  to  hear  the  words  of  the  Senate." '  He  took  command,  and  in 
sixteen  days  had  humbled  the  enemy.  After  a  splendid  triumph, 
he  laid  down  his  absolute  power  and  sought  again  the  retirement 
of  his  little  farm. 

When,  at  the  beginning  of  the  republic,  the  Etruscans  were  ex- 
pelled from  Latium,  Rome  found  herself  involved  in  a  series  of 
CaDture  conflicts  with  the  cities  of  southern  Etruria.  The  war- 
of  Veil,  fare  raged  at  intervals  for  over  a  century  and  gathered 

396  (?)  B.C.  fjjjaiiy  around  rich  and  populous  Veii.  That  city  lay 
only  twelve  miles  distant  from  Rome.  It  was  her  most  persistent 
and  dangerous  rival.  Tradition  declares  that  the  Romans,  like  the 
Greeks  at  Troy,  laid  siege  to  Veii  for  ten  years.     At  any  rate,  they 

1  Plutarch,  Coriolanus ^  36.  >  Livy,  iii,  a6. 
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destroyed  the  city  and  brought  many  of  its  inhabitants  as  slaves  to 
Rome.  The  conquest  nearly  doubled  the  Roman  territory,  which 
now  stretched  for  a  considerable  distance  north  of  the  Tiber. 


Ooly  a  short  time  after  the  great  victory  over  Veii,  the  Roman 
city  itself  came  near  to  utter  ruin.  For  many  years  the  barbarous 
Gauls  had  been  pouring  down  from  central  and  western  xi,e  Oaiijc 
Europe  through  the  Alpine  passes  into  upper  Italy.  l»"*ioii. 
They  were  fierce  warriors,  whose  huge  bulk  and  enormous  weapons 
struck  terror  to  the  hearts  of  their  adversaries.  The  Gauls  soon 
overran  the  valley  of  the  Po,  ravaged  Etruria,  and  at  the  river 
Allia,  only  a  few  miles  from  Rome,  annihilated  a  Roman  army. 
The  "  day  of  the  Allia  "  was  ever  afterwards  one  of  tragic  memory, 

Rome  was  panic-stricken.     No  one  thought  of  defending  the 
walls.    Some  of  the  citizens  withdrew  to    the    citadel  on   the 
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Capitoline  Hill,  while  others,  having  hastily  removed  the  sacred 
fire,  fled  to  neighboring  towns.  The  old,  gray-bearded  senators 
determined  not  to  survive  the  disaster.  Each  one, 
Rome  by  ^^  ^^  ^^^'  ^^I'^ssed  himself  in  his  state  robes  and  sat 
the  Gauls,  down  at  the  door  of  his  house,  calmly  awaiting  death. 
390  (?)  B.C.  y^^^^  ^j^g  Q^yig  ^Qyj^^  ^Ijgj^^  ^hey  marveled,  think- 
ing them  to  be  more  than  human.  At  last  a  Gaul  ventured 
to  stroke  the  long  beard  of  a  senator,  named  Papirius,  who 
immediately  struck  him  with  his  ivory  wand.  Papirius  was 
instantly  slain,  and  then  all  the  other  senators  were  put  to  the 
sword.  The  Gauls  plundered  and  burned  Rome,  but  could  not 
capture  the  citadel.  Finally,  we  are  told,  the  Romans  induced 
them  to  withdraw  by  the  payment  of  a  heavy  ransom — one  thou- 
sand pounds  of  gold.  Another  tale,  more  favorable  to  Roman 
pride,  declares  that  when  the  gold  was  being  weighed  out,  Brennus, 
the  Gallic  chieftain,  threw  his  sword  in  the  scales,  exclaiming, 
Va  victis!  "  Woe  to  the  vanquished  ! "  At  this  moment  Camillus, 
the  conqueror  of  Veii,  appeared  with  a  Roman  army  and  forced 
the  Gauls  to  retire  without  their  booty.  "  Rome,"  he  said,  "  is 
ransomed  with  steel,  not  with  gold."  * 

Rome  arose  from  her  ashes  mightier  than  ever.  About  half  a 
century  after  the  Gallic  invasion,  she  was  able  to  subdue  her 
Great  Latin  ^'^^^^^  allies,  the  Latins,  and  to  destroy  their  league. 
War,34(H  A  famous  story,  told  in  connection  with  this  war, 
33®  ^•^-  shows  under  what  stern  discipline  Roman  soldiers 
lived.  The  consul  Manlius,  commanding  the  army,  had  given 
strict  orders  that  no  one  should  fight  outside  the  ranks.  But  his 
own  son  accepted  a  challenge  from  one  of  the  enemy*s  champions, 
and  having  killed  him,  bore  the  spoils  in  triumph  to  his  father. 
When  the  consul  saw  this,  he  sounded  the  trumpet  to  call  the 
soldiers  together,  and  bade  the  lictors  bind  his  son  to  the  stake 
and  then  behead  him.  This  was  done,  and  Manlian  orders,  as  Livy 
says,  were  ''  transmitted  as  a  model  of  severity  to  all  after  times. "  * 

1  Livy,  V,  49.  2  Livy,  viii,  7. 
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By  338  B.C.,  the  year  of  the   fateful  battle  of  Chseronea  in 
Greece,  Rome  had  become  a  compact  and  powerful  state.     She 
was  supreme  in  Latium.     She   ruled   over   southern  pogjtionof 
Etruria  and   had   begun   to    extend  her    sway   over  Rome  in 
Campania,     Now    she    was    ready    to    contest    the  ^ 
supremacy  of  the  peninsula  with  the  one  Italian  people  able  to 
meet  her  on  equal  terms  —  the  Samnites.  • 

134.    The  Conquest  of  Central  Italy,  338-290  B.C. 

The  Samnites  were  the  most  vigorous  and  warlike  race  of  central 
Italy.  While  the  Romans  were  winning  supremacy  in  Latium,  the 
Samnites  were  also  entering  on  a  career  of  conquest,  xhe  Sam- 
They  coveted  the  fertile  Campanian  plain  with  its  ^tes. 
luxurious  cities,  Cumae  and  Neapolis,  which  the  Greeks  had 
founded.  The  Romans  had  also  fixed  their  eyes  on  the  same 
region,  and  so  a  contest  between  the  two  peoples  became 
inevitable. 

In  numbers,  courage,  and  mihtary  skill,  Romans  and  Samnites 
were  well  matched.     Nearly  half  a  century  of  hard  fighting  was 
required  before  Rome  gained  the  upper  hand.     No  xhe  Sam- 
trustworthy  account  of  these  wars  has  come  down  to  nite  war«, 
us.     We  possess,  instead,  the  romantic  tales  invented  ^"^^  ^'^' 
by  later  historians  to  flatter  Roman  national  pride. 

The  historians,  however  patriotic,  could  not  gloss  over  a  great 

disaster  that  befell  the  Romans  early  in  the  struggle.     An  army  of 

forty  thousand  men  was  led  into  an  ambush  at  the 

Disaster  at 
Caudine  Forks,  a  pass  in  the  Apennines,  and  forced  to  ^^^  Caadine 

surrender.     Pontius,    the   Samnite  commander,   sub-  Porks, 

jected  his  captives  to  the  deepest  humiliation  which  ^'    '  * 

could  be  inflicted.     He  sent  them  "  under  the  yoke."    Each  man, 

unarmed  and  clad  only  in  a  shirt,  had  to  pass  with  bowed  head 

between  two  upright  spears,  upon  which  rested  a  third.    Then  the 

soldiers  were  allowed  to  go  home,  after  the  consuls  had  solemnly 

sworn  to  end  the  war.     The  Senate  refused  to  carry  out  their 
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promise,  because,  by  Roman  law,  no  treaty  was  valid  unless  rati- 
fied by  the  people  in  an  assembly.  The  two  consuls,  naked  and 
in  chains,  were  surrendered  to  the  enemy,  but  the  contest  went 
on.    Such  faith  Rome  kept  with  her  foes. 

Before  these  wars  came  to  an  end,  the  Romans  had  to  face 
a  formidable  coalition  of  Gauls,  Etruscans,  and  Samnites.  The 
Battle  of  decisive  conflict  took  place  at  Sentinum  in  Umbria. 
Sentintiin,  When  battle  was  joined,  the  furious  charge  of  the 
^  *■*■■  Gauls  threw  into  confusion  the  left  wing  commanded 

by  the  consul  Decius.  The  defeated  general  resolved  to  devote 
himself  to  the  infernal  gods,  and  by  sacrificing  himself,  to  gain  a 
victory  for  his  country.  He  called  on  the  pontiff  to  dictate  to 
him  the  formula  of  self-devotion :  "  I  drive  before  me  terror 
and  flight,  blood  and  slaughter,  the  wrath  of  the  gods  of  heaven 
and  hell.  May  the  breath  of  the  furies  infect  the  enemy's  arras. 
May  the  Gauls  and  the  Samnites  sink  with  nie  to  perdition." 
As  Decius  said  these  words,  he  spurred  his  horse  into  the  thick- 
est of  the  enemy  and  perished  on  their  spears.  His  death,  by 
this  solemn  religious  rite,  spurred  his  troops  to  renewed  efforts, 
and  soon  they  drove  their  foes  in  flight. 

In  the  half  century  following  the  Great  Latin  War,  Rome  had 
won  dominion  in  central  Italy.  Her  authority  was  now  recog- 
PoiittDDof  ^^^^  from  the  upper  Apennines  to  the  foot  of  the 
Rom*  In  peninsula.  The  cities  of  Magna  Grtecia  alone  re> 
ago  B.C.  mained  to  dispute  her  claim  to  the  supremacy  of 
ail  Italy. 
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136.    Conquest  of  Southern  Italy,  290-264  B.C. 

The  wealthy  cities  of  southern  Italy  offered  a  tempting  prize 
to  Roman  greed.  Before  long  many  of  them,  including  Croton 
and  Regium,  received  Roman  garrisons  and  bowed  to  ^n,  ^th 
the  rule  of  the  great  Latin  republic.  Tarentum/  Tarentum. 
however,  the  most  important  of  the  Greek  colonies,  held  jealously 
to  her  independence.  Unable  single-handed  to  face  the  Ro- 
mans, Tarentum  turned  to  Greece  for  aid.  She  called  on 
Pyrrhus,  king  of  Epirus,  the  finest  soldier  of  his  age. 

The  coming  of  Pyrrhus,  as  the  champion  of  Tarentum  against 
Rome,  is  one  of  the  connecting  links  between  Greek  and  Ro- 
man history.  Pyrrhus,  a  cousin  of  Alexander  the 
Great,  had  ambitious  dreams  of  rivaling  that  monarch's 
achievements  in  the  East  by  winning  for  himself  an  empire  in 
the  West  He  aimed  to  unite  the  Italian  and  Sicilian  Greeks, 
and  then,  as  their  leader,  to  subdue  Carthage,  the  ancient  enemy 
of  Hellas.  Of  the  Romans  he  must  have  known  very  little. 
Doubtless  he  considered  them  mere  barbarians  whose  subjection 
would  prove  an  easy  task. 

Pynhus  led  into  Italy  twenty-five  thousand  mercenary  soldiers, 
an  army  almost  as  large  as  Alexander's.  The  Romans  could  not 
break  the  bristling  ranks  of  the  Greek  phalanx,  and  campaicui 
they  shrank  back  in  terror  before  the  huge  war  of  Pyrrhus, 
elephant^  which  Pyrrhus  had  brought  with  him.  The  ^*^*7S  B.C. 
invader  won  the  first  battle,  but  lost  many  of  his  best  troops.  He 
then  offered  peace  on  condition  that  the  Romans  should  give  up 
their  possessions  in  southern  Italy.  The  Senate  returned  the 
proud  reply  that  Rome  would  treat  with  no  enemy  while  he  stood 
on  Italian  soil.  A  second  battle  was  so  bitterly  contested  that 
Pyrrhus  declared,  "  Another  such  victory,  and  I  am  lost."  *  Weary 
of  the  struggle,  Pyrrhus  now  crossed  over  to  Sicily  to  aid  his  country- 
men against  the  Carthaginians.    The  rapid  progress  of  the  Roman 

1  See  page  179.  ^  Plutarch,  /yrrktts,  ai. 
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arms  called  him  back^  only  to  meet  a  crushing  defeat  Pyrrhus 
then  withdrew  in  disgust  to  Greece  ;  Tarentum  fell ;  and  Rome 
established  her  rule  over  southern  Italy. 

The  triumph  over  Pyrrhus  and  the  conquest  of  Magna  Graecia 
mark  a  decisive  moment  in  the  history  of  Rome.  Had  Pyrrhus 
Importance  ^®">  Italy,  as  well  as  Asia  and  Egypt,  might  have  be- 
of  Rome's  come  a  Greek  land,  ruled  by  Hellenistic  kings.  Now 
victories.  j^  ^^^  clear  that  Rome,  having  met  the  invader  so 
bravely,  was  to  remain  supreme  in  the  Italian  peninsula.  At  the 
same  time,  by  contact  with  the  highly  civilized  states  of  Magna 
Graecia,  the  Romans  acquired  a  taste  for  the  luxuries  and  refine- 
ments of  life,  which  tended  to  make  them  a  more  cultivated 
people.  Henceforth,  we  can  trace  with  ever  greater  clearness  the 
influence  of  Greek  religion,  art,  and  manners  on  Roman  society. 

Rome  was  now  the  undisputed  mistress  of  Italy  from  the 
Strait  of  Messina  northward  to  the  Amus  and  the  Rubicon.  Be- 
Position  of  Y^^^  *  1^^^^  drawn  across  the  peninsula  between  these 
Rome  in  two  rivers  lay  the  territories  of  the  Ligurians  and 
^  ^'^'  Gauls,  still  unconquered  foes.  Below  it,  all  the  Ital- 
ian peoples — Etruscans,  Latins,  Samnites,  Greeks — acknowledged 
Roman  sway.  The  central  city  of  the  peninsula  had  become  the 
center  of  a  united  Italy.^ 

136.    Italy  ttnder  Roman  Rule 

Rome,  it  has  been  said,  was  always  learning  lessons  in  the  art 
of  government.  At  the  very  outset  of  her  history  we  h&ve  seen 
Extension  ^^^  *^^  handful  of  peasants  on  the  Palatine,  by  unit- 
of  Roman  ing  with  their  neighbors  on  the  other  hills,  built  up 
citizenship.  ^  city-state  which  became  the  strongest  power  in 
Latium.  This  policy  of  union  and  incorporation  Rome  was  to 
follow  century  after  century.     As  she  spread  her  rule  over  Italy, 

1  It  should  be  noticed,  however,  that  as  yet  Rome  controlled  only  the  central 
and  southern  parts  of  what  is  the  modern  kingdom  of  Italy.  Two  large  divisions 
of  that  kingdom,  which  every  Italian  now  regards  as  essential  to  its  unity,  were  in 
other  hands  —  the  Po  valley  and  the  island  of  Sicily. 
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she  bestowed  upon  the  conquered  peoples  the  great  gift  of  Roman 
citizenship. 

A  Roman  citizen  enjoyed  many  privileges.     He  could  hold 
and  exchange  property  under  the  protection  of  Roman  law.     He 
could   contract  a  valid    marriage    which    made   his  Rights  of 
children  themselves  citizens  and  gave  him  over  them  Roman  citi- 
all  the  authority   of  the  house-father.     He  had  the  ■«''»^P- 
right  of  voting  in  the  Roman  popular  assemblies,  and  of  holding 
any  pubHc  office.     He  could  appeal  from  the  magistrates  to  the 
people,  when  condemned  to  death  or  to  the  loss  of  his  personal 
freedom.    Those  who  possessed  all  these  rights,  and  those  only, 
were  "  Romans." 

At  the  period  we  have  now  reached,  the  majority  of  Roman 
citizens  did  not  reside  at  Rome  itself.    They  dwelt  in  the  Roman 
territory  {ager  Romanus)  which  included  the  greater 
share   of  Latium,   parts  of  Campania  and  Etruria,  citizens, 
besides  other  scattered  districts. 

Although  most  of  these  citizens  lived  on  their  farms  or  in 
villages,  some  had  homes  in  larger  towns  which  enjoyed  local 
self-government.  The  inhabitants  managed  their  own  Monicipaii- 
affairs  through  assemblies,  senates,  and  magistrates,  ties, 
modeled  after  those  of  Rome.  Such  tpwns  were  called  municipia, 
from  which  comes  our  word  "  municipality,"  meaning  an  -incor- 
porated city.  In  course  of  time  they  arose  all  over  Italy,  and 
later,  after  Rome's  conquests  abroad,  in  many  other  countries. 
Our  own  system  of  municipal  government,  which  allows  a  city  to 
secure  a  charter  from  the  state  and  rule  itself,  is  an  inheritance 
from  ancient  Rome. 

Rome  was  a  city-state,  and  her  rule  over  Italy  formed  in  the 
fullest  sense  the  rule  of  a  city.     She  was  unfamiliar  with   the 
great  principle  of  representative   government.     Citi-  ^^  repre- 
zens  who  lived  outside  of  Rome  could  not  send  rep-  sentative 
resentatives  to  discuss  and  resolve   in  their  behalf.  K^^^®™"*®**** 
They  had  to  visit  in  person  the  capital  city,  when  they  wished  to 
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exercise  their  political  rights.  Few  individuals,  of  course,  would 
trudge  on  foot  or  ride  on  horseback  many  miles  to  Rome,  in 
order  to  cast  their  votes  or  stand  for  office.  The  elections,  more- 
over^ were  not  all  held  on  one  day  as  with  us,  but  consuls,  praetors, 
and  other  magistrates  were  elected  on  separate  days,  while  meet- 
ings of  the  assemblies  might  be  held  in  any  part  of  the  year. 
A  country  peasant  who  really  tried  to  fulfill  his  political  duties 
would  have  had  little  time  for  anything  else.  In  practice,  there- 
fore, the  city  populace  of  Rome  had  the  controlling  voice  in 
ordinary  legislation.  The  Romans  were  never  able  to  remedy 
this  grave  defect  in  their  political  system.  We  shall  see  later 
what  evils  government  without  representation  brought  in  its  train. 
Over  against  this  body  of  Roman  citizens,  living  on  the  ager 
RomanuSy  were  the  Italian  peoples.  Rome  was  not  yet  ready 
The  Ital-  ^^  grant  them  citizenship,  but  she  did  not  treat  them 
ians.  as  complete  subjects.    The  Italians  were  called  the 

''  allies  and  friends  "  of  the  Roman  people.  They  lost  the  right 
of  declaring  war  on  one  another,  of  making  treaties,  and  of  coin- 
ing money.  Rome  otherwise  left  them  to  govern  themselves,  never 
calling  on  them  for  tribute,  and  only  requiring  that  they  should 
furnish  troops  for  the  Roman  army  in  time  of  war.    These  Italian 

allies  occupied  a  large  part  of  Italy. 

* 

137.    Colonies  and  Military  Roads 

We  have  yet  to  learn  how  the  city-state  by  the  Tiber  was  able 

to  keep  her  Italian  territories  in  allegiance,  how  she 
How  Rome 
preBerred       ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  "^Yi^X  her  sword  had  won.     This  she 

hereon-  did  principally  in  two  ways  —  by  founding  colonies 
^"**   '  and  by  building  military  roads. 

The  Romans  very  early  began  to  establish  what  were  called 
I>atin  colonies,^  in  various  parts  of  Italy.     The  colonists  were 

1  Latin  colonists  did  not  possess  the  right  of  voting  in  the  assemblies  at  Rome. 
This  privilege,  however,  was  enjoyed  by  members  of  the  "  Roman  "  colonies,  which 
were  planted  mainly  along  the  coast. 
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usually  veteran  soldiers  or  poor  plebeians  who  wanted  farms  of 
their  own.     When  the  list  of  colonists  was  made  up,  they  all 
marched  forth  in  military  array  to  take  possession  of  ,^^^ 
their  new  homes  and  build  their  city.     The  coins  of  Latin 
these  colonies  often  show  the  founder  tracing  out  the  ^°***'"®®' 
walls  or  boundaries  of  the  city  with  a  plow.     Like  another  Romu- 
lus he  was  raising  another  Rome. 

The  Latin  colonies  were  really  offshoots  of  Rome  herself,  and 
hence  were  always  faithful  to  the  interests  of  the  city  whence  they 
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sprang.  Scattered  everywhere  in  Italy  they  formed  so  many  per- 
manent camps  or  garrisons  to  keep  the  conquered  peoples  in  sub- 
Importance  jc'^t'o"-  At  the  same  time,  they  helped  mightily  in 
of  tbe  Latin  spreading  the  Latin  language,  law,  and  civtlizatioa 
*  ■'  throughout  the  peninsula.  The  Latin  colonies  thus 
formed  one  of  Rome's  most  important  agencies  in  the  task  of 
making  Italy  a  Roman  land. 


V  in  the  ncighboilKKid  of  Romi.  The  ■ncicnt  conslTuctiDn  of  the  roail  End  iti  i 
>lacki  of  l)Y>  hate  bnn  laid  box  by  modem  ucivatioai.  The  widlh  oTlhe  r 
'u  onljr  i;  feet.    Tbe  >rcbe(,Kea  in  tbe  background,  belong  lo  ihe  aqueduct  I 


All  the  colonies  were  united  with  one  another  and  with  Rome 
by  an  extensive  system  of  roads.    The  first  great  road,  called  the 
Appian  Way  {Via  Appia),  was  built'during  the  period 
laads  In  ^^  ^^  Samnitc  wars.     It  united  the  Roman  city  with 

■ontheni         Capua  and  secured  the  hold  of  Rome  on  Campania. 
''■  The  Appian  Way  was  afterwards  carried  across  the 

Apennines  to  Brundisium  on  the  Adriatic,  whence  travelers 
embarked  for  the  coast  of  Greece.  A  second  great  road,  the  Via 
Popillia,  joined  Capua  with  Regium  on  the  Strait  of  Messina. 
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One  of  the  most  important  highways  in  central  and  northern 
Italy  was  the  Via  Flaminia.     It  penetrated  Etruria  and  Umbria 

and  reached  Armioium  on  the  Adriatic-     Under  the 

,    ,         Road*  In 
name  of  the   Via  ^mtita,  it  was  later  extended  to  eenti«i«id 
Placenlia  on  the  river  Po.     The  Via  Cassia,  passing  north«ni 
through  central  Italy,  joined  the  Via  Mmilia  in  Cis-        '^' 
alpine  Gaul.     From  these  great  trunk  lines,  a  network  of  smaller 
roads  ran  to  every  part 
of  the  peninsula. 

Portions  of  Roman 
roads  still  existing  in 
Italy  show  the  care  with 

u-  u    tu-  .   ™=_^ »  Cross  Section  of  a  Roman  Road 

which   they  were   con- 
structed.   The  first  step  was  to  dig  two  ditches  marking  the  limits 
of  the  road  on  either  side.    The  loose  surface  earth  was  then  re- 
moved until  the  workmen  reached  a  firm  subsoil  or,  cngtrne- 
better  still,  a  bed  of  rock.     If  the  bottom  proved  to  tion  of  Ro- 
be swampy,  piles  were  driven  down  to  secure  a  firm  ""^  """■- 
foundation.    Then  the  cut  would  be  filled  in  with  several  layers  of 
small  stones,  or  rubble,  all  bound  together  solidly  by  cement 
The  surface  of  the  road  was  laid  with  large,  flat  blocks  of  lava 
or  stone.     The  paving  blocks  were  fitted  together  with  the  utmost 
care  so  as  to  leave  no  fissures  to  admit  water  or  to  jar  the  wheels 
of  vehicles.    Such  highways,  of  course,  were  very  costly,  but  they 
often  went  a  hundred  years  without  repairs,  and  some  stretches  of 
them  are  in  good  condition  at  the  present  time. 

Roman  roads,  as  far  as  possible,  ran  in  straight  lines.  The 
grade  was  always  easy.  Engineers  cut  through  or  tunneled  the 
hilk,  bridged  rivers  and  gorges,  spanned  low,  swampy  PMiiltiaa 
lands  with  massive  viaducts  of  stone.  The  roads,  *ra  travel. 
though  narrow  (from  eleven  to  fifteen  feet),  were  wide  enough  to 
allow  the  passing  of  the  largest  vehicles  without  difficulty.  The 
pedestrian  was  provided  with  a  footpath  on  each  side,  and  seats  for 
resting  were  often  built  by  the  milestones.      The  horseman  found 
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blocks  of  stone  set  up  at  frequent  intervals  as  a  convenience  in 
mounting  and  dismounting.  Indeed,  the  facilities  for  comfortable 
travel  on  Roman  highways  were  not  surpassed  imtil  modem  times, 
when  steam  locomotion  came  into  use.    • 

These  magnificent  roads  had  a  military  origin.  Very  much  as 
the  old  Persian  roads  *  or  the  Trans-Siberian  railway  to-day,  they 
Uses  of  Ro-  ^^^^  intended,  first  of  all,  for  the  rapid  dispatch  of 
man  roada.  troops,  supplies,  and  official  messages  into  every  corner 
of  Italy.  The  roads,  however,  were  free  to  the  public,  and  so  they 
naturally  became  avenues  of  trade  and  travel.  They  served,  in  this 
way,  to  bring  the  Italian  peoples  into  ever  closer  touch  with  Rome. 

Rome  thus  began  in  Italy  that  wonderful  process  of  Romaniza- 
tion  which  she  was  to  extend  later  to  Spain,  Gaul,  and  Britain. 
Romaniia-  She  began  to  make  the  Italian  peoples  like  herself  in 
tion  of  Italy,  blood,  speech,  customs,  and  manners.  More  and 
more  the  Italians,  under  Rome's  leadership,  came  to  look  upon 
themselves  as  one  people  —  the  people  who  wore  the  gown  or  toga 
as  contrasted  with  the  barbarous  and  trousers-wearing  Gauls. 

138.    The  Roman  Army 

While  the  Romans  were  conquering  Italy,  they  were  making 
many  improvements  in  their  army.  All  citizens  between  the  ages 
Citixen-  o^  seventeen  and  forty-six  were  liable  to  active  service, 
soidiera.  These  men  were  mainly  landowners — hardy,  intel- 
ligent peasants  —  who  knew  how  to  fight  and  how  to  obey  orders. 
They  received  at  first  no  reward  except  the  booty  captured  from 
the  enemy.  The  troops  were  called  out  only  for  short  summer 
campaigns,  after  which  they  returned  to  their  farms.  It  is  said 
that  the  long  siege  of  Veii  *  made  winter  campaigns  necessary,  and 
so  led  to  the  regular  payment  of  the  soldiers.  Henceforth  they 
could  be  kept  under  arms  for  a  year  or  more,  and  carefully  drilled 
in  warlike  exercises.  The  Romans,  in  this  way,  began  to  create  a 
standing  army. 

1  See  page  68.  *  See  page  338. 
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A  Roman  army  in  the  field  consisted  of  one  ar  more  l^ons. 
A  legion  included  about  three  thousEutd   heavy-armed  footmen, 
twelve  hundred  light  in&ntry,  and   three  hundred 
horsemen.    The  legions,  however,  made  up  hardly  a 
half  of  the  total  force.    After  the  conquest  of  Latium  and  Italy, 
the  states  allied  with  Rome  had  to  furnish  soldiers,  chiefly  archers 


RouAN  Camp 


and  cavalry.  These  auxiliaries,  as  they  were  called,  were  at  least 
as  numerous  as  the  legionaries.  Thus  the  Romans,  in  carrying  on 
war,  employed  not  only  their  citizens  but  also  their  subjects. 

Id  earlier  days,  the  soldiers  of  the  legion  seem  to  have  fought 

after  the  Greek  fashion,'  in  a  solid  array  several  files  deep.     This 

formation  was  not  well  adapted  to  the  hilly  country  of  Italy,  and 

'  See  page  044. 
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during  the  Samnite  wars  it  was  exchanged  for  a  more  open  order. 
The  heavy  infantry  was  drawn  up  in  three  lines :  first  the  younger 
Order  of  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  more  experienced  warriors,  lastly  the 
battle.  veterans.    Each  line  was  divided  into  ten  companies 

or  "  maniples."  They  were  arranged  in  such  a  way  that  the  vacant 
spaces  in  one  line  were  covered  by  the  companies  of  the  following 
line,  like  the  squares  of  one  color  on  a  chessboard.  The  light- 
armed  soldiers  were  placed  equally  among  the  three  heavy-armed 
lines.    The  cavalry  took  up  its  position  on  both  wings. 

A  battle  began  usually  with  skirmishing  by  the  light  troops, 
which  moved  to  the  front  jind  discharged  their  darts  to  harass  the 
enemy.  Next,  the  companies  of  the  first  line  flung 
their  javelins  at  a  distance  of  from  ten  to  twenty  paces, 
and  then,  wielding  their  terrible  short  swords,  came  at  once  to 
close  quarters  with  the  foe.  It  was  like  a  volley  of  musketry  fol- 
lowed by  a  fierce  bayonet  charge.  If  the  attack  proved  unsuc- 
cessful, the  wearied  soldiers  withdrew  to  the  rear  through  the  gaps 
in  the  line  behind.  The  second  line  now  marched  forward  to  the 
attack ;  if  it  was  repulsed,  there  was  still  the  third  line  of  steady 
veterans  for  the  last  and  decisive  blow. 

The  legion  contrasted  sharply  with  the  unwieldy  phalanx.    The 

arrangement  by  maniples  made  it  at  once  open  and  compact,  and 

each  soldier  had  ample  room  for  action.     The  group- 
Superiority 
of  the  ma-      ^°S  ^'^to  three  lines  introduced  the  important  military 

nipuiar  principle  of  a  reserve.     The  use  of  the  javelin  as  a 

*^  ^^'  missile,  followed  by  hand-to-hand  combats,  combined 

the  advantages  of  distant  with  close  fighting.  These  improvements 
produced  in  the  legion  the  most  formidable  war  instrument  of  the 
ancient  world. 

A  very  remarkable  part  of  the  Roman  military  system  consisted 
in  the  use  of  fortified  camps.  Every  time  the  army  halted,  if  only 
Fortified  ^<^^  ^  single  night,  the  legionaries  intrenched  them- 
c*"P»'  selves  within  a  square  inclosure.     It  was  protected 

by  a  ditch,  an  earthen  mound,  and  a  palisade  of  stakes.    This 
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camp  foraied  a  little  city  with  its  streets,  its  four  gates,  a  forum, 

and  the  headquarters  of  the  general.    Behind  the  walls  of  such  a 

fortress  an  army  was  always   at  liberty  to  accept   or  decline  a 

battle.  As  a  proverb  said,  the  Romans  often  conquered  by  '^  sitting 

still." 

Roman  soldiers  lived  under  the  strictest  discipline.     To  their 

general  they  owed  absolute,  unquestioning  obedience.     He  could 

condemn  them  to  death  without  trial.    The  sentinel 

Dlsciplino. 
who  slept  on  his  watch,  the  legionary  who  disobeyed 

an  order  or  threw  away  his  arms  on  the  field  of  battle,  might  be 
scourged  with  rods  and  then  beheaded.  Sometimes  he  had  to 
run  the  gantlet  between  two  ranks  of  soldiers  who  beat  him  with 
clubs.  If  he  escaped,  he  became  an  outcast  who  could  never  return 
home.  When  an  entire  body  of  troops  was  condemned,  the  gen- 
eral selected  by  lot  every  tenth  man,  and  sent  him  to  execution. 
This  was  the  practice  of  decimation.  Such  cruel  punishments 
made  cowardice  or  mutiny  a  rare  thing  in  a  Roman  army. 

The  Romans  did  not  depend  on  discipline  alone  to  produce 
good  soldiers.  The  men  were  encouraged  by  various  marks  of 
distinction  which  the  general  bestowed  in  the  pres-  Rewards 
ence  of  the  entire  army.  The  highest  reward  was  the  "^^  honors, 
civic  crown  of  oak  leaves,  granted  to  one  who  had  saved  the  life 
of  a  fellow-soldier  on  the  battle  field.  It  might  be  compared  to 
the  Victoria  Cross  which  an  English  private  is  so  proud  to  wear. 
Crowns  were  also  awarded  to  those  who  were  the  first  to  scale  an 
enemy's  wall  or  to  enter  his  camp.  A  successful  commander  wore  a 
laurel  wreath  and  received  the  plaudits  of  his  soldiers  who  saluted 
him  as  imperator. 

The  state  sometimes  bestowed  on  a  victorious  general  the  honor 
of  a  triumph.     This  was  a  grand  parade  and  procession  in  the 
city  of  Rome.    First  came  the  magistrates  and  senators,  xhe  tri- 
then  wagons  laden  with  booty  and  captives  in  chains,  omph- 
Next  followed  the  conqueror  himself,  clad  in  a  gorgeous  robe  and 
riding  in  a  four-horse  chariot     Behind  him  marched  the  soldiers^ 
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who  sang  a  triumphal  hymn.  The  long  procession  passed  through 
the  streets  to  the  Forum  and  mounted  the  Capitoline  Hill.  There 
the  general  laid  his  laurel  crown  upon  the  knees  of  the  statue  of 
Jupiter,  as  a  thank  offering  for  victory.  Meanwhile,  the  captives 
who  had  just  appeared  in  the  procession  were  strangled  in  the 
underground  prison  of  the  Capitol.  It  was  a  day  of  mingled  joy 
and  tragedy. 

The  Romans,  it  has  been  said,  were  sometimes  vanquished  in 
MUitmry  battle ;  they  were  always  victorious  in  war.  With  the 
genius  of  short  swords  of  her  disciplined  soldiers,  her  flexible 
the  Romana.  i^giQ^^  y^^f  fortified  camps,  Rome  won  dominion  in 

Italy  and  began  the  conquest  of  the  world. 

Studies 

« 

I.  On  an  outline  map  indicate  the  distribution  of  the  eariiest  peoples  of 
Italy.      2.  On  an  outline  map  indicate  the  Roman  dominions  in  509  B.C.; 
in  338  B.C.;  in  264  B.C.      3.    Make  a  list  of  the  Roman  magistrates  men- 
tioned in  this  chapter,  and  of  the  powers  exercised  by  each.      4.   DeBne  and 
illustrate:  augurs;  auspices;  censors;  comitia  centuriata;  dictator;  manes; 
pater  familias;  plebs;  praetor;  pontiffs;  Lares  and  Penates;  ager  Roman  us; 
atrium.       5.   Give  the  meaning  of  our  English  words  *<  patrician,"  '*  plebeian," 
** censor,"  *'  dictator,"  " tribune,"  "augury,"  " auspices,"  "  veto,"  "janitor,"  and 
"  cereal."       6.   Change  into  years  B.C.  the  following  dates  A.U.C. :  245,  364, 
416.     7.  Connect  the  proper  events  with  the  following  dates:   753  B.C.; 
509  B.C.;  390  B.C.;  338  B.C.    8.  Where  is  the  Tyrrhenian  Sea?    9.  Com- 
pare the  Etruscans  with  the  Hittites  and  with  the  JEgcan  peoples.      10.   Com- 
pare  the  Latin  League  with  the  Delphic  Amphictyony.     11.   How  did  the 
Roman  familia  differ  from  the  modern  type  of  family?       12.    What  is  the 
origin  of  our  names  for  the  two  months  January  and  March?      13.   Com- 
pare the  early  Roman  with  the  early  Greek  religion  as  to  (<?)  likenesses; 
(Jb)  differences.       14.    Compare  point   by  point   the   government  of  regal 
Rome  with  that  of  Homeric  Greece.       15.   Why  have  the  consuls  been  called 
"joint  kings  for  one   year"?       16.   What  do  you  understand  by  "martial 
law"?    Under  what  circumstances  is  it  sometimes  declared  in  the  United 
States?       17.   Compare  the  position  of  the  Roman  patricians  with  that  of 
the  Athenian  nobles  before  the  legislation  of  Draco  and  Solon.       18.   What 
officers  in  American  cities  perform  some  of  the  duties  of  the  censors,  prae- 
tors, and  sediles?      19.    In  the  Roman  and  Spartan  constitutions  contrast: 
(a)   consuls  and  kings;    (^)   censors  and  ephors;    (/)   the  two  senates. 
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20.  Compare  with  respect  to  composition  and  powers  the  popular  assemblies 
at  Rome  with  the  Athenian  popular  assembly.  21.  Compare  the  group 
voting  of  the  Roman  assemblies  with  the  method  of  voting  in  the  electoral 
college  of  the  United  States.  22.  Compare  the  Roman  Senate  and  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  as  to  size,  term  of  office  of  members,  conditions 
of  membership,  procedure,  functions,  importance.  23.  How  far  can  the 
phrase,  "  Government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people,"  be  applied 
to  the  Roman  Republic  at  this  period?  24.  What  conditions  made  it  easy 
for  the  Ronuins  to  conquer  Magna  Grsecia  and  difficult  for  them  to  subdue  the 
.Samnites?  25.  What  is  a  "  Pyrrhic  victory '' ?  26.  Compare  the  nature 
of  Roman  rule  over  Italy  with  that  of  Athens  over  the  Delian  League. 
27.  Compare  the  **  Roman  "  colony  with  the  Athenian  cleruchy.  28.  Trace 
on  the  map  the  Appian  and  Flaminian  ways,  noting  some  of  the  cities  along 
the  routes  and  the  terminal  points  of  each  road.  29.  Explain :  "  all  roads 
lead  to  Rome.''  30.  Contrast  the  legion  and  the  phalanx  as  to  arrangement, 
armament,  and  method  of  fighting.  31.  Compare  the  Roman  use  of  javelin 
and  sword  with  the  modern  musketry  fire  and  bayonet  charge. 
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139.   The  Rivals:  Rome  and  Carthage 

The  conquest  of  Italy  made  Rome  one  of  the  five  leading  states 
of  the  Mediterranean  world.  In  the  East,  there  were  the  kingdoms 
Political  ^^  Macedonia,  Syria,  and  Egypt,  which  had  inherited 
situation  in  the  dominions  of  Alexander  the  Great.  In  the  West, 
^  "  •  there  were  CarthageandRome,  once  in  friendly  alliance, 
but  now  to  become  the  bitterest  foes.  Rome  had  scarcely  reached 
the  headship  of  united  Italy  before  she  was  involved  in  a  life-and- 
death  struggle  with  this  rival  power.  The  three  wars  between  them 
are  known  as  the  Punic '  wars ;  they  are  the  most  famous  contests 
that  ancient  history  records;  and  they  ended  in  the  complete 
destruction  of  Carthage. 

1 "  Punic,"  from  the  Latin  Punicus,  is  another  form  of  the  word  "  Phoenician." 
It  »erres  as  a  synonym  for  "  Carthaginian." 
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More  than  a  century  before  the  traditional  date  at  which 
Rome  rose  upon  her  seven  hills,  Phoenician  colonists  laid  the 
foundations  of  a  second  Tyre.  An  old  legend  told  Foundation 
how  Queen  Dido,  fleeing  from  Tyre  with  her  followers,  0*  Carthage, 
sought  another  home  on  the  African  shore.  She  asked  of  the 
natives  only  as  much  land  as  a  bull's  hide  could  cover.  When 
the  request  was  readily  granted,  Dido  cunningly  cut  the  skin  into 
thin  strips,  and  with  them  encircled  a  spot  on  which  she  built  a 
citadel  called  Byrsa  (hide).  Around  this  fort  grew  up  the  future 
metropolis  of  the  West. 

The  Phoenician  colonists  chose  an  admirable  site.  The  new 
city  bordered  on  rich  farming  land.  It  possessed  the  largest 
harbor  of  the  north  African  coast  A  position  at  the  Location  of 
junction  of  the  eastern  and  western  basins  of  the  Carthage. 
Mediterranean  ^  gave  it  unsurpassed  opportunities  for  trade.  At 
the  same  time,  Carthage  was  far  enough  away  to  be  out  of  the 
reach  of  Persian  or  Macedonian  conquerors. 

By  the  middle  of  the  third  century  B.C.,  the  Carthaginians  had 
formed  an  imposing  commercial  empire.     Their  African  dominions 
included  the  strip  of  coast  from  C)rrene  westward  to  the  commercial 
Strait  of  Gibraltar.     Their  colonies  covered  the  shores  empire  of 
of  Sicily,  Sardinia,  Corsica,  and  southern  Spain.     The  ^*^^8«' 
western  half  of  the  Mediterranean  had  become  a  Carthaginian  lake. 

Though  the  Carthaginians  controlled  a  domain  of  imperial  extent, 

they  did  very  little  fighting  themselves.     They  bought  their  soldiers, 

as  they  bought  everything  else,  from  their  subjects 

Army, 
and  allies.     In  their  armies  were  Numidian  horsemen 

who  rode  without  saddles  and  shot  their  arrows  while  in  full  gal- 
lop, slingers  from  the  Balearic  Isles,  wonderfully  expert  in  casting 
stones  or  leaden  balls,  and  infantry  composed  of  dusky  Africans, 
Spanish  tribesmen,  and  half-naked  Gauls.  Such  an  array  of  bar- 
barians, each  with  distinctive  dress  and  weapons,  must  have 
presented  a  motley  and  curious  appearance. 

1  See  page  1x9. 
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Carthage  possessed  a  republican  form  of  government^  something 
like  tlvit  of  Rome.  The  real  power,  however,  lay  with  a  body  of 
Oovem-  ^^^  hundred  men  selected  from  wealthy  merchant 
ment.  families.      It  was  a  government  by  capitalists  who 

cared  very  little  for  the  welfare  of  the  slaves  and  poor  freemen 
over  whom  they  ruled. 

The  Carthaginians  kept  their  Phoenician  language,  customs, 
and  beliefe.  If  we  may  accept  the  statements  of  their  enemies. 
Morals  and  ^he  Carthaginians  had  a  low  standard  of  morals.  The 
religion.  Romans  always  spoke  of  them  as  wanting  in  honesty, 
and  used  the  phrase  "  Punic  faith  "  as  a  synonym  for  treachery. 
They  were  a  cruel  people.  The  Romans  punished  runaway  slaves 
with  the  lingering  torture  of  crucifixion ;  the  Carthaginians  cruci- 
fied their  war  captives  and  even  their  own  unsuccessful  generals. 
The  religion  of  Carthage  was  both  immoral  and  cruel.  It  de- 
manded a  constant  stream  of  human  sacrifices.  The  Carthagin- 
ian Moloch  was  represented  by  the  figure  of  a  bronze  giant  with 
extended  arms.  Victims,  usually  children,  were  placed  in  his 
hands  to  roll  into  a  glowing  furnace  within  the  idol.  When  great 
danger  threatened,  the  leading  citizens  of  Carthage  sacrificed  their 
own  offspring  to  appease  the  bloodthirsty  god.^ 

Before  the  opening  of  the  Punic  wars,  Carthage  had  been  much 
enlarged  by  emigrants  from  Tyre,  after  the  capture  of  that  place 
Strength  of  hy  Alexander.*  The  city  now  numbered  more  than 
Carthage.  half  a  million  inhabitants  and,  in  comparison  with 
Rome,  appeared  to  be  the  stronger  power.  The  wealth  of  Carthage 
enabled  her  to  raise  huge  armies  of  mercenary  soldiers.  Her 
ships  of  war,  in  size,  number,  and  equipment,  easily  surpassed 
those  of  any  other  Mediterranean  state.  And,  as  events  were  to 
show,  the  Carthaginian  generals  included  some  of  the  ablest  com- 
manders of  antiquity. 

These  were  great  advantages,  but  there  were  elements  of  weak* 

^  Such  human  sacrifices  were  common  among  the  Phoenicians,  horn  whom  the 
Israelites  sometimes  adopted  them.    See  a  Kings ^  xxili,  lo.  3  gee  page  373. 
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ness.  The  Carthaginian  territories  covered  a  wide  area.  Those 
of  Rome  centered  in  a  single,  easily  defended  peninsula.  The 
subject  peoples  of  Carthage  were  united  to  her  by  no  Weakness 
such  enduring  ties  as  bound  the  inhabitants  of  Italy  of  Carthage, 
to  Rome.  Over  her  dependencies  Carthage  ruled  as  a  tyrant,  and 
there  was  none  of  them  that  would  not  welcome  her  downfall. 
Carthaginian  soldiers  were  brave,  but  they  fought  for  money,  not 
for  love  of  country.  They  met  in  the  Romans  the  hardiest  and 
most  stubborn  warriors  of  the  age :  men  who  served  because  of 
patriotism  more  than  for  gain. 

In  describing  the  course  and  outcome  of  the  Punic  wars,  our 
sympathies  naturally  extend  to  the  city  which  Rome  conquered 
and  so  utterly  destroyed.     Yet  our  feelings  must  not  |^enj,in«  ^f 
blind  us  to  the  fact  that,  after  all,  Rome  was  fight-  the  Punic 
ing  the  battle  of  western  civilization,  just  as  surely  as  ^"'* 
was  Greece  in  its  struggle  against  Persian  might.     The  triumph 
of  Carthage  would  have  meant  the  spread  of  Oriental,  instead  of 
classical,   civilization  over  western   lands.      From   this   fate   the 
Romans  saved  Europe.     On  their  shoulders  had  fallen  the  burden 
of  the  age-long  feud  between  the  East  and  the  West.^ 

140.    First  Punic  War,  264-241  B.C. 

The  First  Punic  War  was  a  contest  for  Sicily.  For  more  than 
two  centuries,  since  the  days  of  Gelon  of  Syracuse,*  Carthaginians 
and  Greeks  had  been  struggling  for  the  possession  of  gigjiy  ^  1,^^. 
an  island  which,  from  its  position,  seems  to  belong  tie  field  of 
half  to  Africa,  half  to  Europe.  During  this  long  period,  iiations. 
neither  party  had  been  wholly  successful.  Now,  however,  the 
fortunes  of  war  were  favoring  Carthage.  Year  after  year  she 
pushed  steadily  forward,  until  it  seemed  that  all  Sicily  would  fall 
within  her  grasp.  Such  was  the  situation  when  the  defeat  of 
Pyrrhus  gave  Rome  control  of  southern  Italy,  and  brought  the 
boundaries  of  the  Roman  state  to  the  Strait  of  Messina. 

1  See  page  187.  2  j^ce  page  209. 
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Across  this  narrow  barrier  the  two  rising  powers  of  the  West 

for   the  first   time   faced    each   other.     Carthage  could   not  be 

expected  to  give  up  her  designs  on  Sicily.     Rome,  on 
Imxnediatd 
occasion  of     ^^^  other  hand^  saw  in  Carthage  a  rival,  that,  having 

the  Pirrt  conquered  Sicily,  would  surely  overrun  Italy  also.  The 
"*  ^  ^'  fear  for  her  possessions,  as  well  as  the  desire  to  gain 
new  ones,  led  Rome  to  fling  down  the  gage  of  battle.  The  war 
began  in  264  b.c.  In  that  fateful  year,  a  Roman  army  crossed 
over  from  Italy  to  relieve  the  city  of  Messana,*  then  besieged  by 
the  Carthaginians.  "  How  fair  a  battle  field  we  are  leaving  to 
the  Romans  and  the  Carthaginians,  **'  Pyrrhus  had  said  in  pro- 
phetic words  when,  a  few  short  years  before,  he  had  withdrawn 
from  Sicily. 

The  Romans  at  first  met  with  uninterrupted  success.  The 
Greek  cities  of  Sicily,  including  powerful  Syracuse,  were  naturally 
The  Romans  ^^^^^^X  ^^  *he  foes  of  Carthage.  With  their  aid, 
oyerrnn  the  Romans  captured  the  Carthaginian  towns  in   the 

Sicily.  interior  of  Sicily,  but  could  not  subdue  those  on  the 

coast.  Carthage,  mistress  of  the  Mediterranean,  was  able  to 
provide  her  colonies  with  troops  and  supplies,  and  even  to  ravage 
the  maritime  districts  of  Italy. 

The  Romans,  with  characteristic  energy,  resolved  to  create  a 
navy.  Though  their  Greek  allies  could  furnish  triremes,  no  state  in 
The  Romans  ^^^Y  possessed  quinqueremes,'  or  battleships,  such  as 
build  a  fleet,  tj^e  Carthaginians  used  in  naval  warfare.  We  are 
told,  however,  that  the  Romans  secured  a  stranded  quinquereme 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  and  with  this  as  a  model  began  to  build 
a  fleet.  While  the  work  progressed,  the  crews  were  made  to  sit  on 
benches  along  the  shore  and  practice  rowing  in  the  sand.  Within 
a  short  time  —  only  two  months,  according  to  the  story  —  Rome 
was  able  to  oppose  Carthage  with  one  hundred  quinqueremes, 
the  "  dreadnoughts  "  of  antiquity. 

1  Sec  page  179,  note  i.  *  Plutarch,  Pyrrhus^  23. 

9  The  quinquereme  is  supposed  to  have  had  five  banks  of  oars,  one  over  the  other. 
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The  first  naval  engagement  took  place  off  the  promontory  of 
Mylse,  on  the  Sicilian  coast.     The    ships  of  the   Romans    were 
clumsy  and  their  sailors  awkward,  but  they  relied  for  success  on  a 
most  ingenious  device.     Each  Roman  qiiinquereme  was  provided 
with  a  drawbridge    containing   a  B»tttao* 
sharp  spike  at  the  end.     When  a  ifylB, 
Carthaginian   vessel    came  along-  ***    '  " 
side,  the  bridge  was   suddenly  lowered  with 
such  force  as  to  drive  the  spike  into  the  deck 
of  the   enemy's   ship    and   to   hold   it   fast. 
Roman  soldiers  then  boarded  and  overcame 
their  foes  in  hand-to-hand  fighting.     The  con- 
test ended  in  the  destruction  of  half  the  Cartha- 
ginian fleet.     Duilius,  the  Roman  commander, 
was  honored  by  a  triumphal  column  set  up  in 
the  Forum- 

The  victory  of  Mylae  encouraged  the  Ro- 
mans to  strike  at  the  heart  of  their  enemy  — 
to  "carry  the  war  into  Africa."    They  built 
another    large    fleet,    again    vanquished    the  column  of  Dun  lus 
Carthaginians    on    the    sea,    and  (Rl^tokbu) 

,,,,.-  ■      .  ,  -  FBilnre  of 

landed  their  forces  on  the  African  tueKwDBn      The™iumiiwM.domHi 

shore.     In  this  hour  of  peril,  the  in-xionol     *fj;''^^^„';;^'^haji^ 
Carthaginians  put  their  army  into        '^'  «"  y««1j.   Pan  or  ihe 

the  hands  of  Xanthippus,  a  Spartan  soldier  of  »chiewm"iiis  of  ibt  Ro- 
fortune,  who  had  been  serving  as  a  mercenary.  '""'  ""'  *""  ***"  p^ 
He  drilled  his  troops  in  the  Spartan  fashion 
and  taught  them  how  to  use  their  elephants  and  cavalry  to  the 
best  advantage.  The  result  was  a  crushing  defeat  of  the  Romans 
and  the  capture  of  the  consul  Regulus. 

A  famous  legend  declares  that,  some  years  later,  the  Carthagin- 
ians sent  Regulus  to  Rome  to  make  peace,  under  prom-   Legend  of 
ise  that  he  would  return  if  unsuccessful.     But  Regulus,  RegalnB. 
instead  of  advising  peace,  urged  the  Senate  to  keep  up  the  struggle. 
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Then,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground,  lest  he  should  see  his 
sorrowing  wife  and  children,  he  turned  away  from  his  native  city 
to  suffer  torture  and  death  at  the  hands  of  the  Carthaginians. 
Whether  true  or  not,  the  story  of  Regulus  illustrates  what  the 
Romans  meant  by  devotion  to  their  country. 

After  the  failure  of  this  effort  for  peace,  the  war  continued  on 
the  sea.  The  Romans  now  were  not 
so  fortunate.  They  lost  one  large 
HsTai  ale-  flc^t  'c>  the  enemy.  An- 
uteri.  other  was  wrecked  by  a 

sudden  storm.  The  former  disaster 
the  Romans  believed  to  be  due  to  the 
impiety  of  their  commander.  Just 
before  the  battle  he  learned  that  the 
sacred  chickens  would  not  eat  —  a 
sign  of  divine  disapproval.  There- 
upon he  had  them  thrown  into  the 

sea,  exclaiming  that,  if  the  fowls  re- 
Coop  WITH  Sacred  Chickens 
_  fused  to  eat,  at  any  rate  they  should 

The  Rlicf  Rpreuou  ihc  chu:kcn<  in  *  '  ' 

theiciofiudini.  The  mail  favaiibie  drink.  This  Roman  admiral,  with 
Mom  wai  «cund  when  the  (owl.   j^j^  contempt  for  superstition,  was  a 

greedily  picked  up  more  of  the  com  r  r  ■ 

thin  ihcy  could  iwaiinw  ai  one  lime,   man  iu  advance  of  his  age. 
leniofdiu.ier  "^'^^  ^^^'    '*''  *^^   **^    transferred 

once  more  to  Sicily,  Here  a  great 
Carthaginian  general,  Hamilcar,  surnamed  Barca  —  "the  Light- 
isdeclilTB  "ling"  —  proved  himself  more  than  a  match  for  his 
character  of  Roman  foes.  In  spile  of  bloody  engagements  in 
th«wu.  which  now  Carthage,  now  Rome  gained  the  upper 
hand,  neither  side  could  strike  a  decisive  blow.  "  The  two  nations," 
says  a  historian  of  the  contest,  "were  like  two  well-bred  game- 
cocks which  fight  to  their  last  gasp.  Vou  may  see  them  often,  when 
too  weak  to  use  their  wings,  yet  full  of  pluck  to  the  end,  and  striking 
again  and  again."'  Finally,  when  both  sides  were  approaching 
'  Polybius,  i,  58. 


The  Interval  of  Preparation  363 

exhaustion,  patriotic  Roman  citizens  contributed  from  their  own 
fortunes  the  money  to  build  and  equip  another  fleet.  It  soon  won 
a  complete  victory  over  the  enemy,  and  brought  the  war  to  a  close. 
The  treaty  of  peace  provided  that  Carthage  should  abandon 
Sicily,  return  all  prisoners  without  ransom,  and  pay  within  ten 
years  an  indemnity  of  nearly  four  millions  Of  dollars.  Terms  of 
After  having  dragged  out  its  weary  length  for  twenty-  p«ace. 
three  years,  the  First  Punic  War  thus  ended  in  a  triumph  for 
Rome. 

141.    The  Interval  of  Preparation,  241-218  B.C. 

Carthage,  though  beaten,  had  not  been  humbled.  She  had 
lost  Sicily  and  the  commercial  monopoly  of  the  Mediterranean. 
But  she  was  not  ready  to  abandon  all  hope  of  recover-  ^^  armed 
ing  her  former  supremacy.  The  peace  amounted  to  trace, 
no  more  than  an  armed  truce.  Both  parties  were  well  aware  that 
the  real  struggle  had  yet  to  come.  The  actual  conflict,  however, 
was  delayed  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century.  During  this  inter- 
val, Rome  extended  her  natural  boundaries  on  the  west  and  north, 
while  Carthage  sought  in  Spain  new  territories  to  make  up  for  the 
loss  of  the  old. 

The  acquisition  of  the  rich  island  of  Sicily  only  whetted  the  Ro- 
man appetite  for  conquest.     Off  the  westiem  coast  of  Italy  lay 
Sardinia  and  Corsica,  the  one,  the  oldest  foreign  pos- 
session of  the  Carthaginians,  the  other,  covered  with  annex  Sar- 
their  trading  posts  and  factories.     As   long  as  these  dinia  and 
islands  continued  in  Carthaginian  hands,  the  Romans 
felt  that  Italy  remained  exposed  to  attack.     Just  at  this  time  Car- 
thage was  engaged  in  a  terrible  civil  war  with  her  mercenary  soldiers 
and  subjects  in  Libya.     The  weakness  of  the  Punic  city  proved 
too  great  a  strain  upon  the  honor  of  the  Romans.     Their  troops 
soon  took  possession  of  Sardinia  and  Corsica,  which  henceforth  be- 
came a  part  of  the  Roman  dominions. 

Rome  now  began  to  strengthen  her  position  in  northern  Italy. 
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Her  first  enterprise  was  the  punishment  of  the  Illyrian  pirates  who 
swarmed  in  the  Adriatic  and  made  commerce  on 
mentofthe  ^^  waters  dangerous  for  Greeks  and  Romans  alike, 
nijrrian  A  two  years'  campaign  swept  the  freebooters  from  the 

pirates.  ^^^^  ^^^  brought  many  towns  on  the  western  coast  of 

Greece  to  accept  an  alliance  with  the  rising  power  of  Rome. 

The  Romans  also  undertook  the  subjugation  of  the  Gauls  in  the 
Po  valley.  The  conquered  territory  was  garrisoned  with  Latin 
Conauest  of  colonies  and  traversed  by  a  military  road.*  Rome  felt 
Cisalpine  safe  from  invasion,  for  she  now  controlled  Cisalpine 
^*"^*  Gaul,    besides    Sicily,   Sardinia,  and  Corsica.      She 

could  await  the  struggle  with  Carthage,  unvexed  by  other  enemies 
in  front  or  in  rear. 

While  Rome  was  extending  her  possessions  in  Italy,  Carthage 
was  creating  a  new  empire  in  Spain.  Previous  Carthaginian  settle- 
The  Cartha-  ^^^^^  ^^d  been  confined  to  the  southern  coasts  of  the 
ginians  in  Iberian  peninsula.  But  now  Hamilcar  Barca  saw  in 
Spain.  ^j^g  Spanish  silver  mines  the  wealth  that  would  supply 

fresh  means  for  another  stniggle,  and  in  the  hardy  tribes  of  Spain 
the  soldiery  that  would  match  even  the  legions  of  Rome.  During 
nine  long  years  he  fought  and  toiled  in  Spain,  until  at  his  death  a 
large  part  of  the  peninsula  had  come  under  Carthaginian  control. 
His  son-in-law  conquered  the  fertile  eastern  coast  as  far  north  as 
the  river  Ebro,  and  founded  the  important  city  of  New  Carthage. 
When  Hamilcar's  son,  the  famous  Hannibal,  took  command,  he 
found  at  his  disposal  resources  in  men  and  money  for  the  mighty 
task  that  lay  before  him. 

The  steady  advance  of  the  Carthaginian  arms  in  Spain  caused 
great  uneasiness  at  Rome.  When  Hannibal  captured  the  ancient 
Declaration  Greek  city  of  Saguntum,  which  Rome  had  taken  under 
of  war.  her  protection,  the  act  was  regarded  as  an  open  dec- 

laration of  hostilities.  Roman  ambassadors  came  to  Carthage 
and  demanded  instant  satisfaction  for  the  injury.     Hannibal  must 

1  See  page  349. 
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be  surrendered  to  them,  and  his  deeds  repudiated.  The  Cartha- 
gioians  spurned  such  terms.  Then  one  of  the  ambassadors  held  up 
his  toga,  saying,  " '  I  carry  here  peace  and  war ;  choose  which  you 
will  have.'  '  Give  us  whichever  you  please,'  answered  the  Cartha- 
ginians. The  Roman  in  reply  shook  out  the  fold,  and  spoke  again, 
'  I  give  you  war. '  The  answer  from  all  was, '  We  accept  it,  and  in 
the  spirit  with  which  we  accept  it,  will  we  wage  it' " ' 

142.    Hannibal 

The  First  Punic  War  had  been  a  contest  between  two  nations 
for  commercial  supremacy.    The  Second  Punic  War  was  a  titanic 
struggle  for  national  existence  —  a  struggle  in  which  all 
the  resources  of  a   proud   and  mighty  people  were  Hannibal. 
pitted  against  the  military  genius  of  one  great  man. 

At  the  opening  of  the  conflict,  Hannibal  had  not  quite  reached 
twenty-seven  years  of  age.  While 
yet  a  mere  child,  so  the  story  went, 
Haroilcar  had  led  him  Hannibal  aa 
to  the  altar,  and  bade  ■■oidier. 
him  swear  by  the  Carthaginian  gods 
eternal  enmity  to  Rome,  He  fol- 
lowed his  father  to  Spain,  and  dur- 
ing the  wars  there  learned  all  the 

duties  of  a  soldier.    "  Bold  to  the     A  Carthaginian  or  Rohan 
extreme  in  incurring  peril,  he  was  Helmut 

.      .  ...  m   -1  Briliah  Museum,  I>%d^ 

perfectly  cool  in  its  presence.    Toil 

,        '  .      ,       ,  Faui.dmitlKb.ll]EfieldofC»nn(B, 

could  neither  exhaust  his  body  nor 

subdue  his  mind.  Heat  and  cold  he  bore  with  equal  endurance. 
The  amount  which  he  ale  or  drank  was  determined  by  the  needs 
of  nature,  and  not  by  the  cravings  of  the  palate.  Such  time  as 
business  left  him,  he  gave  to  repose.  Sleep  he  did  not  woo  on  a 
soft  couch  or  in  a  quiet  spot,  but  often  you  would  see  him  wrapped 
in  his  military  cloak,  lying  on  the  ground  amid  the  sentries  and 
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pickets.  He  was  the  first  to  enter  battle,  and  the  last  to  leave  the 
field."  ^  Such  a  man  was  fitted  to  become  the  idol  of  his  soldiers. 
In  their  new  leader,  the  veterans  saw  a  second  Hamilcar  to  lead 
them  on  from  victory  to  victory. 

The  figure  of  Hannibal  is  one  of  the  most  interesting,  as  it  is 
one  of  the  most  pathetic,  in  ancient  history.  We  know  of  him 
Character  of  chiefly  through  the  descriptions  of  his  enemies,  who 
Hannibal.  neither  understood  nor  cared  to  understand  his  real 
character.  As  a  master  of  the  art  of  war,  he  ranks  with  Alexander 
the  Great.  The  Macedonian  king  conquered  the  world  for  the 
glory  of  conquest ;  Hannibal,  burning  with  patriotism,  fought  to 
destroy  the  power  which  had  humbled  his  native  land.  Hatred 
of  Rome  and  intense  love  of  Carthage  were  the  principles  to 
which  he  remained  true  through  all  his  career,  apparently  without 
one  selfish  or  ambitious  thought.  Had  Carthage  been  worthy  of 
Hannibal,  he  would  probably  have  made  her  the  first  state  of 
antiquity.  He  failed ;  and  his  failure  left  Carthage  weaker  than 
he  found  her.  Few  men  have  possessed  a  more  dazzling  genius 
than  Hannibal,  but  no  great  man  ever  did  less  for  the  lasting  good 
of  the  human  race. 

143.    Second  Punic  War  to  the  Battle  of  Cannsi 

218-216  B.C. 

The  Romans  planned  to  conduct  the  war  in  Spain  and  Africa, 
at  a  distance  from  their  own  shores.  Hannibal's  bold  movements 
Hannibal's  totally  upset  these  calculations.  The  Carthaginian 
inTasion  of  general  had  determined  that  the  conflict  should  take 
lt*iy-  place  in  the  Italian  peninsula  itself.     He  believed  that 

the  turbulent  Gauls  of  the  Po  valley  would  rally  to  his  standard, 
and  that  the  Samnites,  Etruscans,  and  other  Italians,  whom  Rome 
had  so  recently  conquered,  would  welcome  a  chance  to  wreak 
vengeance  on  the  common  oppressor  of  them  all.  Reasonable  as 
were  these  hopes,  Hannibal  faced,  nevertheless,  a  problem  of 

1  Livy,  xxi,  4. 
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tremendous  difficulty.  He  dared  not  embark  his  troops  on  ships 
and  make  directly  for  the  Italian  coast.  Carthage  no  longer  con- 
trolled the  sea,  and  Roman  fleets  now  swept  the  Mediterranean. 
He  must  lead  his  army  with  its  supplies,  equipment,  and  beasts 
of  burden  by  the  long  and  dangerous  land  route  from  Spain  to 
Italy.  The  task  was  one  which  might 
well  have  discouraged  a  less  daunt- 
less spirit  than  that  of  Hannibal. 

In  the  summer  of  ai8  b.c,  Hanni- 
bal set  out  from  New  Carthage  with 
a  large  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry, 
besides  a  number  of  elephants.  Be- 
yond the  Ebro,  he  found  puMge  of 
himself  in  hostile  terri-  tlw  Aip«. 
tory  through  which  the  soldiers  had 
to  fight  their  way.  To  force  the 
passage  of  the  Pyrenees  and  the  Alps 
cost  him  more  than  half  his  original 
army.  When,  after  a  five  months' 
march,  he  stood  on  the  soil  of  Italy, 

Ti       ■!_  1    L   J  1      -■       .    1-  A  Roman  I.e<honary 

Hannibal   had    scarcely   twenty-five 

thousand  troops  with  which  to  meet  t}k''Zu^™-^Z™'u  ™tl™^e"mei'^ 
the  gigantic  power  of  Rome  —  a  '"•'ler  doubki  >ith  ihouidirpieca, 
power  that,  given  time,  could  muster  i„g  fn,n, ,  ,inp  I'hrown  over  ihe  i/ri 
to  her  defense  more  than  half  a  s'™i'i«'-  Hi*  kfi  hand  holds  a  largt 
million  disciplined  soldiers. 

The  Romans  were  surprised  by  the  boldness  and  r.ipidily  of 
Hannibal's  movements.  They  had  expected  to  conduct  the  war 
far  away  in  foreign  lands ;  they  now  knew  that  they  p^^  Roman 
must  fight  for  their  own  homes  and  firesides.  The  defeata, 
first  conflict,  little  more  than  a  skirmish,  took  place  "^ ^''' 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ticinus,  a  tributary  of  the  Po.  The  defeat 
the  Romans  received  showed  them  that  they  had  to  deal  with 
no  ordinary  foe.    A  second  Carthaginian  victory  followed  at  the 
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Trebia  River.  After  this  success,  some  of  the  Gauls  took  sides 
with  the  Carthaginians.  The  close  of  the  year  218  B.C.  saw  Han- 
nibal master  of  northern  Italy. 

For  the  year  217  b.c.,  Hannibal  planned  the  invasion  of  central 

Italy.     As  soon  as  the  snows  had  melted  in  the  mountain  passes, 

he  crossed  the  Apennines,  cleverly  avoided  an  army 

A  third  de-  r  7  j  j 

feat  at  Lake  Pasted  to  block  his  advance  into  Etruria,  and,  in  a 

Traaime-  narrow  defile  by  the  shores  of  Lake  Trasimenus,  caught 
nu8, 217  .  .  ^^^  annihilated  another  Roman  force  of  forty  thousand 
men.  Since  the  fateful  days  of  the  Gallic  invasion,^  Rome  had 
never  suffered  so  terrible  a  disaster. 

Hannibal's  victory  cleared  the  way  to  Rome.  His  plans,  how- 
ever, did  not  include  a  siege  of  the  capital.  He  would  not  shatter 
Hannibal's  ^*^  victorious  army  in  an  assault  on  the  strong  walls  of 
position  in      a  fortified  town.     Hannibal's  real  object  was  to  bring 

^'  the  Italians  over  to  his  side,  to  ruin  Rome  through 

the  revolts  of  her  allies.  But  now  he  learned,  apparently  for  the 
first  time,  that  Italy  was  studded  with  Latin  colonies,*  each  a 
miniature  Rome,  each  prepared  to  resist  to  the  bitter  end.  Not 
a  single  city  opened  its  gates  to  the  invader.  On  such  solid 
foundations  rested  Roman  rule  in  Italy. 

"  We  have  been  beaten  in  a  great  battle " '  were  the  laconic 
words  which  informed  the  Romans  of  this  third  defeat  of  Trasi- 
menus.    The  Senate  faced  the  crisis  with  characteristic 
Dictator- 
ship of  energy.     A  new  army  was  raised  and  intrusted  to  Quin- 

Fabius  tus  Fabius  Maximus  as  dictator.     Taught  by  the  bitter 

experience  of  the  past,  the  Roman  commander  decided 
to  play  a  waiting  game.  He  refused  to  meet  Hannibal  in  a  pitched 
battle,  but  followed  doggedly  at  his  enemy's  footsteps  as  the  latter 
ranged  through  central  Italy,  meanwhile  drilling  his  soldiers  to  be- 
come a  match  for  the  Carthaginian  veterans.  This  policy  was 
little  to  the  taste  of  the  Roman  populace,  who  nicknamed  Fa- 
bius,   Cunciator^   **  the   Laggard. "     However,   it  gave  Rome  a 

1  See  page  339.  s  See  pages  346-348.  »  Livy,  xxii,  7. 
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brief  breathing  space  and  saved  the  city   from  another  defeat 

that  year. 

In  the  following  year  (216  B.C.),  the  Romans  bent  every  effort  to 

bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  conclusion.     The  policy  of  delay,  they 

believed,  had  been  tried  long  enough.     Unless  Hanni- 

.  Tho  TRomaiiB 

bal  was  speedily  crushed,  they  could  not  much  longer  prepare  for 

count  on  the  fidelity  of  their  Italian  allies.     Every  pre-  a  decisive 

caution  was  taken,  as  far  as  numbers  went,  to  secure  *  "^  ** 

a  victory.     The  new  consuls  who  succeeded  the  dictator  Fabius 

in  command  headed  the  largest  army  Rome  had  ever  placed  in 
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the  field.      They  received  specific  orders  to  find  Hannibal  and  to 
force  a  battle.    The  result  was  the  disaster  of  Cannae. 

Hannibal's  tactics  at  Cannae  are  very  interesting  to  the  student 
of  the  art  of  war.     He  had  less  than  fifty  thousand  men ;  the  con- 
sul Varro,  who  commanded  on  the  day  of  the  battle,  g^^^  ^f 
had  over  eighty  thousand  excellent  troops.     Hannibal's  Cauue, 
sole  superiority  lay  in  his  cavalry,  which  was  posted  on  ^^^  ®*  ' 
the  wings  with  the  infantry  occupying  the  space  between.     Hanni- 
bal's center  was  weak  and  gave  way  before  the  Romans,  who  fought 
this  time,  not  in  open  maniples,  but  massed  in  solid  columns.     The 
arrangement  was  a  poor  one,  for  it  destroyed  the  mobility  of  the 
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legioDS.  The  Roman  soldiers,  having  pierced  the  enemy's  lines, 
now  found  themselves  exposed  on  both  flanks  to  the  African  infantry, 
and  taken  in  the  rear  by  Hannibal's  splendid  cavalry.  The  legions 
were  thus  attacked  on  three  sides,  a  strong  wind  drove  the  dust  in 
their  faces,  the  sun  shone  in  their  eyes,  and  they  were  so  closely 
huddled  together  that  they  could  not  even  draw,  much  less  wield 
their  swords.  The  lost  battle  ended  in  a  hideous  butchery.  So 
great  was  the  slaughter  that  Hannibal  is  said  to  have  sent  to  Car- 
thage a  peck  of  gold  rings  taken  from  the  fingers  of  the  Roman 
knights.  The  consul  Paulus  died  fighting  bravely  to  the  last. 
Varro  escaped  from  the  field,  and  with  the  wreck  of  his  army  fled 
to  Rome.  A  Punic  commander  who  survived  such  a  disaster 
would  have  perished  on  the  cross ;  the  Roman  commander  received 
the  thanks  of  the  Senate  "  for  not  despairing  of  the  republic."  * 

144.  Second  Punic  War  from  Cannae  to  Zama,  216-201  B.C. 

The  battle  of  Cannae  marks  the  summit  of  Hannibal's  career. 
Four  times  he  had  measured  his  sword  with  the  Romans,  and 
Hannibal  ^^^h  time  he  had  been  victorious.  Now  he  began  to 
gains  allies,  reap  the  reward  of  victory.  Almost  immediately  the 
rich  Campanian  town  of  Capua  joined  the  invader.  Tarentum, 
after  Capua  the  most  important  city  in  Italy,  came  over  to  his 
side.  The  Sicilian  cities,  headed  by  Syracuse,  declared  for  Han- 
nibal. Even  Philip  V,  the  Macedonian  king,  made  an  alliance 
with  the  Carthaginian. 

Despite  these  real  gains,  Hannnibal  could  only  weaken,  he 
could  not  destroy,  his  adversary.  Rome  now  went  back  to  the 
Capture  of  waiting  policy  of  Fabius  and  fought  no  more  pitched 
Syracttse,  battles  with  the  enemy.  Instead,  she  strained  every 
^'^  •  •  nerve  to  recover  her  rebellious  towns  and  to  destroy 
Carthaginian  influence  abroad,  where  Hannibal  could  not  direct 
affairs  in  person.  After  a  two  years*  siege,  Syracuse  fell  in  212 
B.C.'    The  reconquest  of  Sicily  quickly  followed. 

1  Livy,  xxii,  6i.  a  gee  page  29a, 
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Soon  after  this  success,  three  Roman  armies  surrounded  Capua. 
Hannibal  endeavored   in  vain   to  relieve  his  ally.      Hoping   to 
draw  off  the  besieging  force,  he  suddenly   marched  p^^jf 
northward  and  encamped  within  four  miles  of  Rome.    Capua  and 
The  city  had  a  terrible  fright ;  for  generations  Roman  ^"*"*'"'*- 
mothers  used  to  frighten  their  children  into  quiet  with  the  words, 
'*  Hannibal  at  the  gates  ! ''  ^     But  the  march  was  fruitless.     Han- 
nibal did  not  possess  the  siege  engines  necessary  for  the  assault 
of  a  city  so  strongly  defended  as  Rome.    The  Romans,  meanwhile, 
never  relaxed  their  grip  on  Capua.     The  place  was  soon  captured, 
and  its  inhabitants  were  sold  into  slavery  —  a  signal  warning  to 
all  who  meditated  revolt.    Tarentum,  not  long  afterwards,  shared 
the  same  fate.     By  allying  themselves  with  the  Greeks,  the  Ro- 
mans were  able  also  to  hold  the  Macedonian  king  in  check. 

This  was  the  situation  when  the  ominous  news  reached  Rome 
that  a  fresh  Carthaginian  force  had  descended  upon  Italy.  Han- 
nibal had  left  his  brother  Hasdrubal  in  Spain,  where 

Second  Car- 
for  several  years  he  had  been  fighting  with  the  Ro-  thaginian 

man  forces  in  that  country.  Under  the  young  but  able  invasion  of 
consul,  Publius  Scipio,  the  Romans  won  repeated  vie-  ^' 
tones,  but  could  not  prevent  Hasdrubal  from  slipping  away  to 
rejoin  Hannibal.  Once  more  the  Romans'  command  of  the  sea 
proved  an  indispensable  element  in  their  final  success.  Hasdru- 
bal was  compelled  to  take  the  land  route  over  the  Alps.  When 
he  entered  Italy  at  the  head  of  a  strong  army,  he  was  separated 
from  his  brother  by  the  entire  length  of  the  peninsula.  If  they 
could  unite  their  veteran  forces,  it  seemed  that  Rome  must  surely 
fall.  That  city  was  nearly  exhausted  by  the  long  struggle.  Her 
country  was  almost  a  wilderness.  She  had  lost  her  best  generals 
and  the  flower  of  her  soldiery.  Even  the  faithful  I^tin  colonies 
were  beginning  to  refuse  aid. 

In  this  crisis  of  her  national  existence,  Rome  made  a  supreme 
effort.     One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men  were  thrown  between 

1  Hannibal  ad  partus  / 
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the  two  Carthaginian  generals.  Fortunately  for  Rome,  the  mes- 
sengers whom  Hasdrubal  had  dispatched  to  inform  Hannibal 
Battle  of  ^^  ^^*  approach  were  captured,  thus  revealing  the 
theMetau-  Carthaginian  plans  to  the  enemy.  The  Roman  con- 
ru8, 207  B.C.  g^^ig  ^^^^  stealthily  united  their  forces  and  fell  upon 
Hasdrubal  at  the  Metaurus  River.  The  Carthaginians  were  com- 
pletely routed,  and  Hasdrubal  himself  was  slain.  The  first  knowl- 
edge of  the  disaster  came  to  Hannibal  when  he  saw  the  head  of 
his  brother  which,  with  ghastly  humor,  had  been  flung  into  the 
Punic  camp.  In  its  distorted  features,  Hannibal  read  his  own 
fate  and  the  doom  of  Carthage. 

Metaurus  was  the  final  battle  fought  in  Italy.  The  last  blows 
were  struck  elsewhere.  The  brilliant  Scipio  destroyed  what  traces 
Battle  of  remained  of  the  Carthaginian  power  in  Spain  and  then, 
Zama.  with  greater  chances  of  success  than  Regulus  in  the 

ao2  B.C.         pjj^^  p^jjj^  ^^j.^  invaded  Africa.     The  Carthaginians, 

in  their  dire  peril,  were  compelled  to  summon  Hannibal  from 
Italy.  He  came,  and  on  the  field  of  Zama  faced  the  most  skillful 
and  original  military  genius  Rome  had  yet  produced.  Here 
Hannibal  met  his  first  and  only  defeat.  Scipio,  the  victor,  received 
the  proud  surname,  Africanus, 

Exhausted  Carthage  could  now  do  no  more  than  sue  for  peace  on 
any  terms  that  Rome  was  willing  to  grant.  In  the  hour  of  defeat  she 
Peace  in  still  trusted  her  mighty  soldier,  and  it  was  Hannibal 
201  B.C.  who  conducted  the  final  negotiations.  The  conditions 
of  peace  were  severe  enough.  The  Carthaginians  gave  up  Spain, 
and  all  their  ships  except  ten  triremes.  They  were  saddled  with 
a  huge  indemnity  and  bound  to  engage  in  no  war  without  the 
consent  of  Rome.  Thus  Carthage  became  a  dependent  ally  of  the 
Roman  city. 

The  long  duel  was  over.  A  great  nation  had  overcome  a  great 
Roman  "*2in.     Probably  no  other  people  ever  went  through 

patriotism,  a  severer  test  of  endurance  than  did  the  Romans, 
their  colonists,  and  their  Italian  allies,  in  the  ''  Hannibalic  "  war. 
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The  sense  of  duty  and  discipline  never  once  failed  them.    They 
were  ready  to  sacrifice  everything  for  love  of  country. 

War,  even  in  defense  of  one's  country,  is  always  an  ugly  thing. 
A  great  war,  so  prolonged  and  bloody  as  that  with  Hannibal,  can 
sow  the  seeds  of  much  evil  in  the  future. 
It  was  possible  to  rebuild  the  towns  and 
villages  which  Hannibal  had  destroyed, 
and  to  cultivate  again  the  fields  which  he 
had  laid  waste.  Other  losses  r^,^,^,  ^ 
could  not  be  repaired.  Tens  the  war  for 
of  thousands  of  young  and  "*' 
vigorous  citizens  had  fallen  in  battle. 
Tens  of  thousands  more  were  prevented 
from  leading  happy  and  useful  lives 
through  wounds  and  disease.  These 
men  represented  the  best  blood  of  Italy. 
The  cost  of  the  Second  Punic  War,  there- 
fore, must  be  reckoned  not  so  much  tn 
terms  of  money  as  of  human  life.  The 
long  struggle  was  also  demoralizing,  for 
it  unfitted  the  Romans  for  the  monoto- 
nous arts  of  peace,  filled  them  with  the 
excitements  of  the  military  life,  and 
aroused  their  lust  for  conquest.  Hence- 
forth we  shall  see  little  more  of  the  heroic 
qualities  that  had  carried  Rome  through  *""  ^ L.'^"J'u*"''  ""t,' 
the  greatest  contest  of  her  career.  burini  pcndjni  acDmi.    Then 

folliH,  in  order,  a  neul  di>l>,  Ju- 

146.  TUrd  Punic  War,  149-146  B.C.   |;l™'r"f^"™™»™*=^ 

Rome,  in  the  Second  Punic  War,  had    '"  "  "' 
been  fighting  for  existence.     She  emerged  from  it  without  a  rival 
seriously  to  dispute  with  her  the  mastery  of  the  world.     During 
the  next  seventy  years  Rome  firmly  united  her  possessions  in 
the  West,  and  at  the  same  time  brought  the  eastern  Mediterranean 
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countries  under  her  control.  But  before  the  completion  of  these 
R*P*d  CQnquests,  the  remaining  territories  of  Carthage  in 

of  R^^  Africa,  together  with  the  city  itself,  had  fallen  into 
power.  Roman  hands. 

Though  Carthage  had  been  left  prostrate  and  humbled,  she 
still  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  of  a  magnificent  commercial  site, 
Roman  ^^^  every  year  grew  in  wealth  and  power.     Rome 

jealousy  of  watched  with  jealousy  the  reviving  strength  of  her 
Carthage.  ^^^^  mighty  rival.  Not  long  after  the  close  of  the 
Second  Punic  War,  the  Romans  demanded  the  surrender  of 
Hannibal.  He  fled  from  his  native  country,  passed  many  years 
of  exile  abroad,  and,  at  last,  to  avoid  capture,  took  his  own  life.^ 
Even  with  Hannibal  out  of  the  way,  the  Romans  were  not  con- 
tent The  story  is  often  told  how  one  of  their  statesmen,  Cato  the 
Censor,  returning  from  a  visit  to  Carthage,  brought  home  a 
startling  report  of  the  prosperity  and  resources  of  the  Punic  city. 
Henceforth,  it  is  said,  he  closed  every  speech  he  made  in  the  Sen- 
ate with  the  warning  words,  "  Carthage  must  be  blotted  out." ' 

The  Romans  were  now  only  watching  and  waiting  for  some  pre- 
text to  declare  another  war.  An  opportunity  came  at  last,  when 
Carthage  took  up  arms  against  Masinissa,  king  of  Nu- 
of  the  Third  ™idia,  who  had  seized  some  of  her  richest  territories. 
Punic  War,  Masinissa  was  an  ally  of  Rome ;  that  city,  indeed,  even 
"^  ■  *  encouraged  his  attacks  on  Carthage.  The  Romans  as- 
serted, however,  that  the  Carthaginians  had  violated  the  treaty  of 
peace,  and  at  once  sent  a  large  army  to  Africa. 

Resistance  appeared  hopeless,  and  the  Carthaginians  offered 
absolute  submission.  They  condemned  to  death  the  leaders  in  the 
DemandBof  war  against  Numidia;  they  gave  three  hundred  hos- 
the  Romans,  tages,  children  of  the  noblest  families,  as  a  pledge  of 
their  sincere  desire  for  peace.  This  was  not  enough  for  the  Ro- 
mans, who  demanded  the  dismantling  of  the  walls,  the  surrender 

1  In  183  B.C.    His  great  antagonist,  Scipio  African  us,  died  in  the  same  year. 
^  Censeo  ceterum^  Karthaginem  esse  deUndam  (Plutarch,  Marcus  Cato,  27). 
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of  the  Heet,  the  yielding  up  of  all  armor  and  munitions  of  war. 
"  If  you  really  want  peace,"  said  the  consuls,  "  why  do  you  need 
arms  ?  "  The  Carthaginians  met  even  these  severe  requirements. 
"  We  congratulate  you  on  your  promptness,"  the  consuls  continued ; 
"  now  yield  Carthage  to  us  and  settle  wherever  you  like  within 


your  own  land,  ten  miles  from  the  sea;  for  we  are  resolved  to  de- 
stroy your  city."' 

These  words  were  as  tidings  of  death  to  the  Carthaginians. 
They  resolved  to  perish  in  the  ruins  of  their  capital  rather  than 
obey  the  cruel  orders  of  the  Romans.  Secretly,  and  ii,b  conrage 
with  all  possible  speed,  the  entire  population  took  up  <»'  lieapair- 
the  task  of  defense.  The  whole  city  became  a  vast  workshop  of 
war.  Lead  and  iron  were  torn  from  the  public  buildings  and 
temples  to  provide  armor  ;  even  the  women,  it  is  said,  cut  off  their 
hair  and  twisted  it  into  rojies  for  the  catapults.     When  the  Romans 

1  Apiiian.  Foreign  W^>.  viii,  13. 
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appeared  before  the  walls,  they  found  the  gates  closed  and  the 
Carthaginians  prepared  for  a  desperate  defense. 

Carthage  held  out  for  three  years  against  every  device  the  Ro- 
mans could  employ.  "  As  the  bites  of  dying  beasts  are  wont  to 
Destruction  ^^  ™^^^  f^ital,  SO  there  was  more  trouble  with  Carthage 
of  Carthage,  half-ruined  than  when  it  was  in  its  full  strength."  ^ 
146  B.C.  rpj^g  doubtful  honor  of  its  capture  belonged  to  Scipio 
^milianus,  grandson,  by  adoption,  of  the  victor  of  Zama.  The 
starving  city  was  finally  stormed  in  the  spring  of  146  B.C.  For  seven 
days  the  legionaries  fought  their  way,  street  by  street,  house  by 
house,  until  only  fifty  thousand  inhabitants  were  left  to  surrender 
to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Romans.  The  Senate  ordered  that 
Carthage  should  be  burned  by  fire,  and  its  site  plowed  up  with  salt 
and  dedicated  to  the  infernal  gods.*  As  Scipio  watched  the  smolder- 
ing ruins,  he  thought  that  sometime  such  might  be  the  fate  of  his 
own  city ;  and  he  repeated  sadly  the  words  of  Homer,  "  The  day 
will  come  when  sacred  Troy  shall  fall,  and  Priam,  and  all  Priam's 
folk."  ^ 

146.    Roman  Supremacy  in  the  West,  201-133  B.C. 

The  two  European  countries,  Sicily  and  Spain,  which  Rome  had 
wrested  from  Carthage,  presented  very  different  problems  to  the 
conqueror.  Sicily  had  been  long  accustomed  to 
foreign  masters.  Its  civilized  and  peace-loving  inhab- 
itants were  as  ready  to  accept  Roman  rule  as,  in  the  past,  they  had 
bowed  to  the  sway  of  Greeks  and  Carthaginians.  Every  year  the 
island  became  more  and  more  a  part  of  Italy  and  of  Rome. 

Spain,  on  the  contrary,  gave  the  Romans  some  of  the  hardest 
fighting  of  their  career.     The  wild  Spanish  tribes  loved  their  liberty, 

1  Florus,  ii,  15. 

3  In  29  B.C.,  one  hundred  and  seventeen  years  after  the  destruction  of  Carthage, 
a  new  town  was  founded  by  Augustus  near  the  old  site.  It  became  in  time  the 
third  city  of  the  Roman  Empire.  It  was  destroyed  by  the  Arabs  in  638  A.D.  Little 
survives  of  the  Roman  city,  because  for  centuries  the  ruins  were  used  as  a  quarry 
by  neighboring  towns.  The  most  impressive  remains  are  the  arches  of  an  aqueduct 
once  fifty  miles  long.  •  /Had,  vi,  448-449. 
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and  in  their  mountain  fastnesses  long  kept  up  a  desperate  struggle 

for  independence.     In  Viriathus,  a  chief  of  Lusitania,  they  found 

a  hero  leader  who  for  years  baffled  the  best  efforts  of 

Spain, 
the  Roman  generals.     He  overwhelmed  five  Roman 

armies  and  compelled  even  a  consul  to  treat  for  peace.    Rome 
got  rid  of  him  only  by  securing  his  assassination.    We  ought  to 
remember  this  brave  Viriathus,  for  he  was  the  first  of  those  na- 
tional leaders  whom  the  Roman  policy  of  expansion  was  to  call 
forth  among  the  yet  uncon- 
quered  peoples  of  the  West 
Not  long  after  his  death,  the 
last  embers  of  Spanish  hberCy 
blazed  up  in  the  heroic  de- 
fense of  Numantia,  an  un- 
walled  city   in  the  northern 

part  of  the  peninsula.     It  was  "^^ 

•^  i^  A  Battering  Ram 

not   until   the   Romans   dis-      ^,  ^ 

The  nm  wcrki  Ihiough  ■  hole  in  Ibe  ilmng 
patched      their     ablest     com-     thed  which  pral«ti  the  loldien  mnupDE  the 

mander,    Scipio    ^milianus,    "^  '"'' 

the  conqueror  of  Carthage,  that  Numantia  was  starved  into  sub- 
mission. Its  inhabitants  were  sold  into  slavery,  and  the  city  itself 
was  blotted  out  of  existence.  Thus  cruelly  did  Rome  treat  those 
who  fought  for  their  country. 

The  capture  of  Numantia  (133  B.C.)  put  an  end  to  the  Spanish 
resistance.     Henceforth  all  Spain,  except  the  inaccessible  mountain 
district  in  the  northwest,    became    Roman   territory.   Romanji,. 
Many  colonists  settled  there ;  traders  and  speculators  tion  of 
flocked  to  the  seaports ;  even  the  legionaries,  quar-  'P*""- 
tered  in  Spain  for  long  periods,  married  Spanish  wives,  and  when 
retired  from  active  service,  made  their  homes  in  the  peninsula. 
Rome   thus  continued   in   Spain  the   process   of  Romanization 
which  she  had  begun  in  Italy,    and  which  she  was  to  repeat  in 
Gaul  and  Britain.     Her  way  was   prepared    by    the  sword;  but 
after  the  sword  came  civilization. 
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During  this  same  period  Rome  thoroughly  established  her  rule 
in  the  West  by  connecting  Spain  with  Italy.  The  first  step  was 
CiBAipine  ^^  punish  the  Gallic  tribes  of  northern  Italy  (Cisalpine 
and  Trans-  Gaul)  for  their  aid  to  Hannibal.  A  subsequent  step 
alpine  Gaul,  secured  a  land  route  through  Transalpine  Gaul,  be- 
tween the  Italian  and  Spanish  peninsulas.  Here  the  Romans 
made  a  lasting  alliance  with  the  ancient  and  flourishing  Greek 
colony  of  Massilia.^  This  was  the  opening  wedge  for  additional 
conquests  which  some  years  later  added  the  Rhone  lands  to  the 
Roman  possessions. 

147.    Roman  Supremacy  in  the  East :   Protectorates, 

201-190  B.C. 

When  Alexander  died  at  Babylon  in  the  year  323  b.c.,  Rome 
was  in  the  midst  of  the  Samnite  wars.  Her  victories  over  the 
Rome  and  Samnites  and  the  cities  of  Magna  Graecia  gave  her, 
the  East.  by  264  B.C.,  the  supremacy  of  the  Italian  peninsula. 
During  the  next  half  century  she  was  too  busy  with  the  Cartha- 
ginians to  think  of  interference  in  the  affairs  of  the  East  The 
end  of  the  Second  Punic  War  afforded  Rome  a  chance  to  pursue 
her  designs  abroad.  In  the  West,  as  we  have  just  seen,  she 
subdued  the  barbarous  tribes  of  Spain  and  Gaul.  In  the  East, 
she  extended  her  influence  over  the  highly  civilized  peoples  of 
Greece  and  Asia. 

Rome,  ever  since  the   repulse  of  Pyrrhus,   had  been  slowly 

drifting  into  closer  contact  with   the   East.    The   chastisement 

of  the  Illyrian  pirates*  earned  for  her  the  gratitude 
Beginnings 
of  Roman       ^^  ^^^  commercial  cities  of  the  Greek  peninsula.     A 

contact  with  little  later,  she  aided  some  of  the  Greeks  against  the 
Macedonian  king,  Philip  V,  who  had  allied  himself 
with  Hannibal  and  threatened  an  invasion  of  Italy.'  This  First 
Macedonian  War,  as  it  is  called,  brought  important  consequences. 
It  drew  closer  the  ties  which  bound  Rome  to  the  Greek  states 

1  See  page  180.        *  See  page  364.        «  See  page  37a 
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as  their  natural  champion  against  Macedonia.  It  inspired  the 
Roman  Senate  with  bitter  resentment  toward  Philip  for  his 
assistance  to  Carthage. 

Rome  had  no  sooner  crushed  Hannibal  than  she   turned  her 
attention  to  Philip.     It  was  easy  to   find  a  pretext  for  another 
conflict  with  Macedonia.     Philip   was  an  ambitious 
monarch    whose    schemes    for    conquest    threatened  Macedonian 
Rome's    allies    in    the   East  —  Egypt,   Rhodes,  and  War,  200- 
Athens.     They   sent  to   the    great    Italian    republic  '^    '  ' 
urgent  calls  for  help.    The  Roman  people  were  weary  of  fighting, 
but  the  Senate  used  all  its  influence  and  forced  through  the 
comitia  centuriata  a  declaration  of  war  against  Philip. 

The  Second  Macedonian  War  was  settled   by  a  single  battle. 

The  consul  Flamininus  met  the  enemy  at  Cynoscephabe  ("  Dogs' 

Heads  "),  a  range  of  low  hills  in  Thessaly.     It  was  a 

Battle  of 
fateful  moment  when,  for  the  second  time,  the  legions  cynoa- 

faced  the  phalanx.     After  a  sharp  struggle,  the  Ro-  cephalae, 
mans  won  and  Philip  sued  for  peace.  '^    '  * 

Rome  did  not  feel  ready  to  absorb  the  territory  of  Macedonia 
and  thus  found  an  eastern  empire.     Philip  still  kept 
his  kingdom,  but  lost  his  possessions  in  Greece.     He  Roman  pro- 
was  forbidden,  as  Carthage  had  been,  to  wage  war  *®^*®"*® 

°  .  overMace- 

without  Roman  consent.     Macedonia  in  this  way  be-   donia. 

came  a  dependent  ally  of  Rome. 

Shortly  after  these  events,  Rome  announced  the  independence 

of  Greece.     It  was  then  spring,  and  a  vast  number  of  Greeks  had 

gathered  at  Corinth  to  witness  the   athjetic  games. 
®  The  "free- 

Suddenly  a  herald  appeared  and  proclaimed  that,  by  ^^^^  ^^ 

the  orders  of  the  Roman  Senate,  Greece  was  hence-  Greece," 

forth  free.      The   people    could  hardly   believe   his  '^ 

words,  so  unexpected  was  the  news.     When  the  festival  was  over, 

they  nearly  killed  Flamininus  with  their  demonstrations  of  joy. 

Some  wanted  to  look  him  in  the  face  and  call  him  their  preserver, 

others  were  eager  to  grasp  his  hand,  and  others  covered  him  with 
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garlands  and  fillets.  Rome  was  hailed  as  ''  the  nation  which,  at 
its  own  expense,  with  its  own  labor,  and  at  its  own  risk,  waged 
war  for  the  liberty  of  mankind."^  So,  all  in  all,  it  was  a  great 
day  for  Greece. 

Quiet  had  scarcely  been  restored  in  Macedonia  before  Rome 
was  drawn  into  another  war  in  defense  of  her  allies.  Her  new 
foe  was  Antiochus  the  Great,  king  of  Syria.  He  had 
Antiochas  invaded  Greece  with  the  hope  of  securing  some  of  the 
ofS3rriA,  Macedonian  possessions  which  Rome  had  declared 
192-189  .  .  £j.gg  ^^^  independent.  The  Romans  began  the  con- 
flict with  reluctance,  for  Antiochus,  the  Great  King,  the  lord  of 
Asia,  seemed  to  them  a  dangerous  antagonist.  One  blow,  how- 
ever, placed  the  long-dreaded  Orient  at  the  feet  of  Rome. 

The  Roman  army  soon  drove  Antiochus  out  of  Greece  and  then 
followed  him  to  Asia  Minor.  The  king  suffered  an  overwhelming 
Battle  of  defeat  at  Magnesia  in  Lydia.  This  was  the  first,  but 
Magnesia,  by  no  means  the  last,  battle  which  the  legions  were  to 
Z90  B.C.  ^^g^  Qjj  ^j^g  Asiatic  continent  By  a  strange  coinci- 
dence, in  the  Roman  army  was  Scipio  Africanus,  and  in  the  camp 
of  Antiochus,  Hannibal.  Thus  the  two  great  leaders  of  the  Second 
Punic  War  again  came  face  to  face.  Had  Antiochus  been  willing 
to  intrust  the  campaign  to  the  mighty  Carthaginian,  perhaps  the 
Romans  would  not  have  won  so  easy  a  victory. 

After  Magnesia,  Rome  pursued  the  same  policy  as  after  Cynos- 

cephalae.     She  made  no  annexations.     Antiochus  was  compelled 

to  give  up  all  his  possessions  in  Asia  Minor  west  of 
Roman  pro- 
tectorate       *^^  ^^^^  formed  by  the  Halys  River  and  Mount  Taurus. 

over  Asia       The  ceded  dominions  were  divided  among  the  friendly 

Minor 

states  of  Asia  Minor,  particularly  Rhodes  and  Per- 
gamum,  over  which  Rome  established  a  protectorate.  After  this 
loss  of  territory,  the  once  exteJisive  empire  of  the  Seleucidse, 
which  for  more  than  a  century  had  been  the  chief  power  in  Asia, 
dwindled  to  the  petty  confines  of  Syria. 

I  Livy,  xxxiii,  33. 
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148.   Roman  Sttpremacy  In  the  East:  ProvinceSi 

190-133  B.C. 

■ 

Rome  had  won  a  series  of  amazing  triumphs  in  the  East.  She 
had  broken  the  power  of  Macedonian  and  Syrian  kings,  the 
successors  of  Alexander,  and  had  made  their  kingdoms  protector- 
into  virtual  protectorates.  It  remained  to  be  seen  atesorproT- 
whether  these  protectorates  could  be  preserved,  or  ™^*®^ 
whether  Rome  would  finally  adopt  the  policy  of  annexation  which 
she  had  employed  from  the  first  in  Sicily  and  Spain. 

Although  the  Romans  had  so  far  taken  nothing  for  themselves 
in  the  eastern  wars,  their  allies  in  Macedonia  and  Greece  grew 
restless  as  they  noted  the  rising  greatness  of  the  Italian  ^^j^^  Mace- 
power.  Feelings  of  dissatisfied  ambition  or  of  sullen  donUn  War, 
resentment  replaced  the  enthusiasm  with  which  the  n^"'^*-*'' 
Greeks  had  welcomed  their  Roman  liberators.  To  the  Macedonians 
the  peace  declared  after  the  battle  of  Cynoscephalae  brought 
nothing  but  humiliation.  When  Philip  V  was  succeeded  by  his 
son  Perseus,  that  prince  sought  to  revive  the  national  aspirations 
of  the  Greeks  and  to  pose  as  a  champion  of  Hellas  against  bar- 
barian Rome.  The  Senate,  to  prevent  so  formidable  a  combination, 
once  more  took  up  arms  against  Macedonia. 

The  Third  Macedonian  War  was  short  and  decisive.    The  Roman 
commander,  ^Emilius  Paulus,  a  son  of  the  consul  slain  at  Cannae, 
met  the  enemy  near  Pydna.     "  Paulus  had  never  seen  ^^^^  ^^ 
a  phalanx  till  he  saw  it  in  the  army  of  Perseus  on  this  Pydna, 
occasion  ;   and  he  often  admitted  to  his  friends  at 
Rome  afterwards  that  he  had  never  beheld  anything  more  alarming 
and  terrible. "  *    The  phalanx,  however  impressive,  proved  no  match 
for  the  legion.     Perseus  soon  fled  from  the  field,  leaving  his  army 
to  its  fete.     He  was  captured  later  and  taken  to  Rome,  where  he 
graced  the  triumphal  procession  of  his  conqueror. 

Macedonia,  as  a  kingdom,  ceased  to  exist.    The  country  was 

1  Polybius,  xxix,  17. 
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divided  into  four  states,  free  in  name^  but  in  reality  the  subjects 
Macedonia  ^^  Rome.  A  few  years  later  (146  B.C.),  the  Romans 
a  aabject  took  away  even  this  vestige  of  independent  rule  and 
state.  converted  Macedonia  into  a  province.    Thus  disap- 

peared a  great  power  which  Philip  had  founded,  and  Alexander 
had  led  to  the  conquest  of  the  world. 

For  Greece  also,  the  end  of  "  freedom  "  was  drawing  nigh. 
After  the  victory  at  Pydna,  all  Greeks  suspected  of  sympathizing 
War  with  ^^^  Macedonia  were  transported  to  Italy  as  hostages 
the  Achauui  for  the  loyalty  of  their  several  cities.  Among  these 
Lea^oe.  ^ere  a  thousand  members  of  the  Achaean  League.* 
The  survivors,  after  sixteen  years  of  captivity,  were  allowed  to 
return  to  their  homes.  "It  is  only  a  question,"  said  Cato  the 
Censor,  "  whether  a  parcel  of  worn-out  Greeks  shall  be  carried  to 
their  graves  here  or  in  Achaea."  *  This  cruel  treatment  helped 
further  to  inflame  the  spirit  of  hatred  toward  Rome.  At  length 
the  Achaean  League  rashly  declared  war.  It  could  have  only  one 
outcome  —  the  downfall  of  Greece,  the  triumph  of  Rome. 

The  heavy  hand  of  Roman  vengeance  descended  on  Corinth, 
the  chief  member  of  the  league,  and  at  this  time  one  of  the  most 
Destraction  heautiful  cities  of  the  world.  In  146  B.C.,  the  same 
of  Corinth,  year  in  which  the  destruction  of  Carthage  occurred, 
^  and  just  half  a  century  after   Flamininus   had  pro- 

claimed the  liberation  of  Greece,  Corinth  was  sacked  by  the 
Roman  soldiery  and  burned  to  the  ground.'  A  Greek  historian, 
who  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  destruction  of  Corinth,  tells  us  that 
the  rude  Romans  cared  little  for  the  treasures  of  art  which  filled 
the  city.  "I  saw  with  my  own  eyes  pictures  thrown  on  the 
ground  and  soldiers  playing  dice  on  them."*  The  Roman  general 
Mummius  was  hardly  less  a  boor.  When  the  priceless  paintings 
and  statues  were  taken  to  Rome  to  be  exhibited  at  his  triumph,  he 

1  See  pages  383-284.  ^  Plutarch,  Marcus  Cato,  9. 

s  Corinth  offered  too  good  a  site  to  remain  long  in  ruins.  Resettled  in  46  B.C. 
as  a  Roman  colony,  it  soon  became  one  of  the  great  cities  in  the  empire.  It  was  to 
the  Corinthians  that  St.  Paul  wrote  a  well-known  Epistle,      <  Polybius,  xxxix,  13. 
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gave  orctcra  that  any  lost  on  the  way  should  be  replaced  "  by 
others  of  equal  value  "  I    Rome  was  great  enough  in  war,  but 
in  everything  else  was  still  baTbarian. 
The  fall  of  Corinth  may  be  said  to  mark  the  final  extinction  of 


Storuimg  a  City  (Reconstruction) 

Greek  independence.     Though  the   Hellenic   cities  and   states 
were  allowed  to  rule  themselves,  subject  to  the  over-  (-j„j,  , 
sight  of  the  Roman  governor  of  Macedonia,  they  paid  lubject 
tribute   and   thus   acknowledged   the  supremacy  of  •^'•• 
Rome.     A  century  later,  Greece  became  in  name,  as  well  as  in 
fact,  a  province  of  the  Roman  Empire.' 
The  same  year  that  marked  the  complete  establishment  of 

1  The  Greeks  were  not  again  a  free  people  until  the  nineteenlh  century  of  our 
era.  In  iSai  they  rose  against  Iheir  Turkish  maslen  in  a  glorious  struggle  for 
b"beny.  Many  friends  of  Greece  in  England  and  on  the  Continent  came  to  iheir 
aid,  including  tlie  femous  poet,  Lord  Byron.  In  iSag  Ihe  powers  of  Europe  forced 
the  Sultan  to  recogniie  the  freedom  of  Greece,  That  country  then  became  an  in- 
dependent kingdom,  with  its  capital  a(  Athens.  Recently  there  has  been  an  enor- 
mous emigration  of  Greeks  to  the  United  Slates.  During  the  thirteen  years  1900- 
1911.  over  380,000  Greeks  left  Iheir  native  land.  Ihe  population  of  which,  in  1907,  was 
oalj  about  sfiaofioo. 
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Roman  rule  in  Spain  saw  Rome  gain  her  first  possessions  at  the 
opposite  end  of  the  Mediterranean.  In  133  b.c.,  the  last  king  of 
Pergamum^  bequeathed  his  dominions  to  the  Roman  people. 
Acauiaition  ^^^  ^^^  province  of  Asia,*  which  now  came  into  ex- 
of  Asia,  istence,  included  all  the  western  part  of  Asia  Minor, 
133  B.C.  together  with  the  Greek  cities  that  lined  the  coasts. 
The  country  took  rank  among  the  most  valuable  of  Roman 
dependencies.  Thus  the  lordship  of  Asia,  held  in  turn  by  Cyrus 
and  Darius,  by  Alexander  of  Macedonia,  and  by  Antiochus  the 
Great,  passed  finally  into  the  hands  of  the  Italian  republic. 

Roman  supremacy  over  the  Mediterranean  world  was  now  all 
but  complete.  In  264  b.c.,  Rome  had  been  only  one  of  the  five 
Political  great  Mediterranean  states.  In  133  b.c.,  no  other 
sitiutioii  in  power  existed  to  match  its  strength  with  that  of 
133  B.C.  imperial  Rome.  To  her  had  fallen  in  the  West 
the  heritage  of  Carthage,  in  the  East  the  heritage  of  Alexander. 
At  a  terrible  cost  in  blood  and  treasure,  Rome  had  built  up  this 
mighty  empire.     Let  us  see  what  use  she  was  to  make  of  it. 

149.    The  Provincial  System 

Rome's  dealings  with  the  new  dependencies  across  the  sea 
did  not  follow  the  methods  that  had  proved  so  successful  in  Italy. 
Creation  of  '^^^  Italian  peoples  had  been  treated,  as  we  have 
the  provin-  learned,'  with  great  liberality.  Rome  regarded  them 
ciai  system,  ^g  allies,  exempted  them  from  certain  taxes,  and  in 
many  instances  gave  them  Roman  citizenship.  It  did  not  seem 
possible  to  extend  this  wise  policy  to  remote  and  often  barbarous 
lands  beyond  the  borders  of  Italy.  Rome  adopted,  instead, 
much  the  same  system  of  imperial  rule  that  had  b^en  previously 

1  See  page  387. 

2  "  Asia  "  in  this  sense  refers  only  to  that  part  of  the  peninsula  of  Asia  Minor 
lying  west  of  the  Halys  and  the  Taurus.  This  earlier  meaning  of  a  term  now  ap- 
plied lo  the  largest  of  the  continents  appears  in  New  Testament  writings,  as  in  St. 
Paul's  statement  that  *'  all  they  who  dwelt  in  Asia  "  heard  the  word  (Acts,  sdx,  loX 

*  See  page  346. 
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followed  by  Persia  and  by  Athens.*  She  treated  the  foreign 
peoples  from  Spain  and  Asia  as  subjects,  and  made  her  conquered 
territories  into  provinces."  Their  inhabitants  were  compelled  to 
pay  tribute,  and  to  accept  the  oversight  of  Roman  officials.  In 
this  way,  republican  Rome  ruled  outside  of  Italy  as  an  imperial 
mistress  of  dependent  communities. 

The  proper  management  of  conquered  territories  is  always  a 
difficult  problem  for  the  best-intentioned  state.     But  it  cannot 
be  truly  said  that  even  Rome's  intentions  were  of  a  gyiigofthe 
high  order.    There  was  little  desire  to  govern  for  the  proTincial 
good  of  the  subject  peoples.    As  the  Romans  came  •y***™- 
more  and  more  to  relish  the  opportunities  for  plunder  afforded 
by  a  wealthy  province,  its  inhabitants  were  often  wretchedly 
misgoverned. 

The  most  glaring  weakness  of  the  Roman  provincial  system 
appeared  in  the  arbitrary  rule  of  the  governors.     A  governor  was 
a  Roman  magistrate  who,  after  a  year  of  service  at 
home  as  consul  or  praetor,  was  sent  abroad  to  serve  ^i^  ^f  ^^le 
another  year  as  proconsul'  or  propraetor.     He  enjoyed  Roman  gov- 
almost  absolute  sway  over  his  province.     No  watch-  •"*®"' 
ful  Senate  could  mark  his  actions;  no  jealous  colleague  could 
restrain  his  conduct.     He  was,  in  fact,  a  tyrant. 

A  governor  usually  looked  on  his  province  as  a  source  of  per- 
sonal gain.     It  had  cost  him  an  immense  sum  to  secure  his  elec- 
tion to  office  at  Rome.*    Accordingly,  during  the  brief   Ejy^ctions 
period  of  his  rule,  he  tried  to  wring  all  the  money  he  of  the  gov- 
could  from  his  subjects  to  pay  his  debts  and  make  •"***"• 
himself  rich  for  the  remainder  of  his  days.     The  provincials,  to 
be  sure,  could  complain  of  the  governor's  extortion,  but  their 
injuries  stood  little  chance  of  redress  by  Roman  jury  courts  com- 


i  See  i^ges  67-68,  223-224. 

2  In  133  B.C.,  there  were  eight  provinces  —  Sicily,  Sardinia  and  Corsica,  Hither 
Spain,  Farther  Spain,  lUyricum,  Africa,  Macedonia,  and  Asia. 

<  Pro  cotuuU;  that  is,  with  the  power  of  a  consul.  ^  See  page  334. 
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posed  of  senators  who  knew  little  of  provincial  affairs  and  were 
notoriously  open  to  bribery.  Even  were  a  governor  honest  and 
upright,  he  could  accomplish  little  during  his  short  term  of  twelve 
months  toward  correcting  abuses  and  bringing  about  the  pros- 
perity of  his  subjects. 

Besides  the  extortions  of  the  governors  and  other  Roman  offi- 
cials, the  provincials  often  suffered  terribly  from  the  methods  of 
Burdensome  ^^^  collection.  The  taxes  were  not  gathered  by  gov- 
systemof  emment  officials  as  in  all  civilized  countries  to-day. 
taxation.  They  were  farmed  out  to  private  individuals  who 
wrung  all  they  could  from  the  natives,  paid  the  Roman  state  its 
stipulated  amount,  and  then  kept  the  balance  for  themselves. 
These  publicani  were  so  grasping  that  the  name  "  publican "  be- 
came a  byword  for  all  that  was  rapacious  and  greedy.* 

Roman  rule  certainly  conferred  some  very  real  benefits  on  the 
provinces.     It  brought  peace  and  tranquillity ;  it  protected  civi- 
lized lands  from  the  barbarians :  it  encouraged  com- 
Pinal  judg- 
ment  on  the  ^^^e  ;  it  policed  the  seas.     All  this  was  a  permanent 

proYincial  good.  And  yet  in  her  first  effort  to  manage  the  world 
•y«  «"•  gjjg  YaA  won,  Rome  had  made  a  failure.  A  city-state 
could  not  rule  an  empire  as  large  as  Alexander's.  At  a  later 
time,  however,  Rome's  early  failure  was  to  be  redeemed  by  mar- 
velous success. 

160.    Effects  of  Foreign  Conquests  on  Roman  Society 

In  the  old  days  before  Rome  entered  on  a  career  of  foreign 
conquest,  her  citizens  were  famous  among  men  for  their  love  of 
The  early  country,  their  simple  lives,  their  conservative,  old- 
Roman  fashioned  ways.  They  worked  hard  on  their  little 
character.  farms,  fought  bravely  in  the  legions,  and  kept  up  with 
careful  piety  all   the  ceremonies  of  their  religion.      The  ideal 


1  In  the  New  Testament  "  publicans  and  sinners  "  are  mentioned  side  by  side. 
See  Afatthew,  ix,  10. 
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Roman  was  a  Cincinnatus,  who  left  his  fields  to  take  the  dictator- 
ship/ or  a  Curius  Dentatus,  the  conqueror  of  the  Samnites  and  of 
Pyrrhus.  Curius  had  celebrated  three  triumphs,  but  still  lived 
modestly  in  a  cottage  on  a  four-acre  plot  which  he  tilled  with  his 
own  hands.  To  him  came  envoys  from  the  Samnites  offering  rich 
bribes.  "  Go  tell  the  Samnites,"  he  answered,  "  that  Curius  counts 
it  glory,  not  to  possess  wealth,  but  to  rule  those  who  do."  *  Such 
men  as  these,  despite  their  many  faults,  had  made  the  little  city- 
state  by  the  Tiber  great  among  the  nations. 

But  now  the  Roman  republic,  with  its  centuries  of  courage, 
patriotism,  and  splendid  achievement,  was  an  imperial  power  with 
all  the  privileges  of  universal  nile.  Her  foreign  wars  xhe  profits 
proved  to  be  immensely  profitable.  At  the  end  of  a  <rf  conquest, 
successful  campaign,  the  soldiers  received  large  gifts  fi'om  their 
general,  besides  the  booty  taken  from  the  enemy.  The  Roman 
state  itself  profited  from  the  sale  of  enslaved  prisoners  and  their 
property.  Large  sums  of  money  were  sometimes  seized  and  taken 
to  Rome.  At  the  end  of  the  Second  Punic  War,  Scipio  brought 
home  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  of  silver.  After 
the  treasure  of  King  Perseus  of  Macedonia  had  been  deposited 
in  the  public  chest,  the  state  felt  so  rich  that  it  abolished  all 
taxes  on  Roman  citizens.  When  once  peace  had  been  made, 
the  Roman  governors  and  tax  collectors  followed  in  the  wake 
of  the  armies  and  squeezed  the  provincials  at  every  turn.  The 
Romans,  indeed,  seem  to  have  conquered  the  world  less  for  glory 
than  for  profit. 

So  much  wealth  poured  into  Rome  from  every  side  that  there 
could  scarcely  fail  to  be  a  sudden  growth  of  luxurious  tastes. 
These  Romans,  "  newly  rich,"  were  like  the  Macedo-  Growth  of 
nians  and  Greeks  after  Alexander's  conquest.'  Wealthy  luxury, 
nobles  suddenly  developed  a  relish  for  all  sorts  of  reckless  dis- 
play. They  built  fine  houses  adorned  with  statues,  costly  paint- 
ings, and  furnishings.    They  surrounded  themselves  with  troops 

1  Sec  page  338.  a  Plutarch,  Marcus  Cato,  2.  •  See  pages  agg-soa 
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of  slaves.     Instead  of  plain  linen  clothes,  they  and  their  wives 

wore  garments  of  silk  and  gold.     At  their  banquets,  they  spread 

embroidered  carpets,  purple  coverings,  and  dishes  of  rich  plate. 

Pomp  and  splendor  replaced  the  rude  simplicity  of  an  earlier  age. 

All  these  changes  excited  vigorous  opposition  on  the  part  of 

those  who  clung  to  old-fashioned  habits,  and  who  saw  in  the  new 

luxury  a  grave  danger  to  the  state. .  Cato  the  Censor, 
The  opposi- 
tion led  by      whose  activity  falls  within  the  period  of  the  Second  and 

Cato  the  Third  Punic  wars,  spent  most  of  his  life  in  trying  to 
"®''  '  bring  his  countrymen  back  to  the  "customs  of  the 
fathers.''  He  was  industrious,  frugal,  stern,  and  honest ;  and  he 
sought  to  make  every  one  else  like  himself.  In  a  speech  delivered 
when  he  was  consul,  Cato  drew  a  gloomy  forecast  of  the  results 
of  Rome's  conquests :  "  As  the  empire  develops,  I  dread  the  more 
these  vices  of  greed  and  luxury,  for  fear  that  our  possessions  have 
captured  us  and  not  that  we  have  captured  them.  Hateful,  I  as- 
sure you,  are  the  works  of  art  brought  to  this  city  from  Syracuse. 
Already  I  hear  too  many  persons  expressing  admiration  for  the 
statues  of  the  gods  at  Corinth  and  Athens,  and  laughing  at  the 
little  clay  images  of  Roman  gods."  * 

The  common  people  liked  such  speeches,  and  applauded  Cato's 
attacks  on  the  nobles  of  the  new  type  who  were  elegant  and  ex- 
Sumptuary  travagant.  They  supported  his  laws  against  luxury. 
^^•'  One  regulation  provided  that  no  woman  should  wear 

more  than  one  ounce  of  gold  on  her  person.  Another  limited  the 
number  of  guests  whom  a  man  could  entertain  at  dinner,  and  the 
amount  of  money  he  could  spend  on  the  meal.  Such  sumptuary 
laws,  as  they  are  called,  accomplished  little  good,  because  they 
could  be  so  easily  evaded. 

The  censorship  of  Cato  was  long  remembered.  He  gained  great 
Gate's  cen-  popularity  by  expelling  from  the  Senate  a  number  of 
sorship.  its  disreputable  members,  by  taxing  articles  of  lux- 

ury at  ten  times  their  real  value,  and  by  holding  the  publicans 

1  Livy,  xxxiv,  4. 
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strictly  to  their  contracts.  At  the  end  of  his  term,  the  people 
raised  a  monument  to  him  with  the  following  inscription  :  '^  This 
statue  was  erected  to  Cato  because,  when  censor,  finding  the  state 
of  Rome  corrupt  and  degenerate,  he,  by  wise  regulations  and  vir- 
tuous discipline,  restored  it."  *  But  Cato  fought  against  symptoms 
rather  than  against  the  disease  itself;  he  could  not  remake  Rome. 

We  must  not  imagine,  however,  that  all  the  changes  in  Roman 
life  worked  for  evil.     If  the  Romans  were  becoming  more  luxurious, 
they  were  likewise  gaining  in  culture.    The  conquests  HeUenic  in- 
which  brought  Rome  in  touch,  first  with  Magna  Graecia  floence  at 
and  Sicily,  then  with  Greece  itself  and  the  Hellenic  *®™** 
East,  prepared  the  way  for  the  entrance  of  Hellenism.     Roman 
soldiers  and  traders  carried  back  to  Italy  an  acquaintance  with 
Greek  customs  and  ideas.     Thousands  of  cultivated  Greeks,  some 
as  slaves,  others  as  freemen,  settled  in  the  capital  as  actors,  physi- 
cians, artists,  and  writers.     There  they  introduced  the  Greek  lan- 
guage, as  well  as  the  religion,  literature,  and  art  of  their  native 
land.     Roman  nobles  of  the  better  type  began  to  take  an  interest 
in  other  things  than  simply  farming,  commerce,  or  war.     They 
imitated  Greek  fashions  in  dress  and  manners,  collected  Greek 
books,  and  filled  their  homes  with  the  productions  of  Greek  artists. 

As  an  example  of  the  cultured  Roman  noble,  we  may  take  the 

great  Scipio  iEmilianus.     His  father  was  iEmilius   Faulus,  the 

conqueror  of  Macedonia.     After   serving   as   consul, 

Scipio 
Paulus  retired  to  private  life  and  devoted  himself  to  jEmiiianus 

the  education  of  his  children.  He  procured  for  them  and  HeUenic 
Greek  teachers  of  grammar  and  rhetoric,  of  phi- 
losophy and  the  fine  arts.  The  result  of  this  training  is  seen  in 
his  son,  Scipio  iEmilianus,  who  was  adopted  into  the  family  of 
the  Scipios.  Scipio  i^milianus  was  a  man  of  action,  a  general, 
and  a  statesman,  but  he  was  also  a  student  not  too  proud  to  learn 
from  the  Greeks.  He  gathered  about  him  a  group  of  refined  and 
able  men  who  did  much  to  popularize  among  the  Romans  the 

1  Plutarch,  Marcus  Cato^  i6. 
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literature  and  philosophy  of  Hellas.  Scipio  himself  was  a  most 
delightful  character.  Fate  was  surely  unkind  to  this  lover  of  art 
and  letters  in  singling  him  out  to  complete  the  destruction  of 
Numantia  and  Carthage. 

From  now  on,  century  after  century,  every  aspect  of  Roman 
society  felt  the  quickening  influence  of  the  older,  richer  culture  of 
The  new  ^^^  Hellenic  world.  It  was  a  Roman  poet  who 
epoch.  wrote,    "  Captive   Greece    captured    her    conqueror 

rude."  ^  In  subsequent  chapters  we  shall  deal  more  fully  with 
what  Greece  gave  to  Rome,  showing  how  out  of  the  union  of 
Hellenic  and  Roman  society  the  later  classical  civilization  arose. 
Here  we  need  only  note  that  Rome  had  now  lost  her  narrow- 
mindedness  and  conservatism.  She  had  abandoned  her  old  ways, 
and  had  entered  on  new  and  untried  paths.  This  wonderful 
growth  of  a  single  city-state,  this  opening  of  the  world  to  Rome, 
and  of  Rome  to  the  world,  was  to  produce  during  the  next 
century  far-reaching  changes  in  the  Roman  state.  To  this  new 
epoch  we  now  turn. 

Studies 

I.  Write  a  summary  account  (500  words)  of  Roman  expansion  264- 
133  B.C.  2.  On  outline  maps  indicate  the  possessions  of  Carthage  and  Rome 
at  the  beginning  of  the  First  Punic  War;  at  the  beginning  of  the  Second 
Punic  War  ;  at  the  end  of  the  Second  Punic  War.  3.  On  an  outline  map 
trace  Hannibal's  route  from  Spain  to  Italy  and  to  Africa,  and  locate  upon  it 
the  principal  battle  Belds  of  the  Second  Punic  War.  4.  On  an  outline  map 
indicate  the  boundaries  of  the  Roman  world  in  133  B.C.,  and  the  division  into 
provinces  at  that  date.  5.  What  events  are  connected  with  the  following 
places:  Pydna,  Cynoscephalae,  Magnesia,  Zama,  Saguntum,  Trasimenns, 
Cannae,  Numantia?  6.  Who  were  Quintus  Fabius  Maximus,  Hasdrubal, 
Regulus,  Perseus,  Flamininus,  Viriathus,  Antiochus  the  Great?  7.  Identify 
the  following  dates:  146  B.C.;  264  B.C.;  1 33  B.C.;  201  B.C.  8.  Why  has 
Carthage  been  called  the  "Ix)ndon"  of  the  ancient  world?  9.  What 
is  meant  by  the  statement  that  Carthage  is  "a  dumb  actor  on  the  stage 
of  history"?  10.  Was  Rome  wise  in  adopting  her  new  policy  of  ex- 
pansion beyond  the  limits  of  Italy?  11.  Was  Rome  justified  in  beginning 
the  First  Punic  War?       12.   What  is  the  origin  and  meaning  of  our  phrase 

1  Horace,  Epistles,  ii,  i,  156. 
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••to  carry  the  war  into  Africa"?  of  our  word  "rostrum**?  13.  Give  some 
examples  in  modern  times  of  war  indemnities  paid  by  defeated  nations. 
14.  Why  did  the  Romans  call  the  Second  Punic  War  the  "  War  of  Han- 
nibal"? 15.  What  is  a  "Fabian  policy '*?  Do  you  know  why  Washing- 
ton was  called  the  "American  Fabius"?  16.  Hannibal  was  probably  born 
in  247  B.C.  How  old  was  he  in  the  year  of  the  battle  of  Cannae?  How  old 
was  Alexander  in  the  year  of  Arbela?  17,  What  reasons  can  you  give  for 
Hannibal's  early  successes  and  final  failure?  18.  Contrast  Hannibal's  in- 
vasion of  Italy  with  Xerxes'  invasion  of  Greece.  19.  Who  was  the  greater 
general,  Alexander  or  Hannibal?  Debate  this  question.  20.  Why  is  Me- 
taurus  rather  than  Cannse  properly  reckoned  among  the  decisive  battles  of 
the  world?  21.  Show  the  signal  importance  to  Rome  of  her  control  of  the 
sea  during  the  Second  Punic  War.  22.  What  reasons  can  you  advance  for 
the  victory  of  Rome  in  the  Second  Punic  War?  23.  Comment  on  this 
statement :  "  As  the  rise  of  Rome  was  central  in  history,  the  Second  Punic 
War  was  central  in  the  rise  of  Rome."  24.  What  considerations  might 
have  been  urged  for  and  against  the  destruction  of  Carthage?  25.  What 
advantages  to  civilization  can  you  see  in  the  fact  that  the  Punic  wars  post- 
poned by  nearly  a  century  the  Roman  conquest  of  the  East?  26.  Show 
how  commercial  reasons  dictated  the  savage  policy  of  Rome  toward  Syracuse, 
Carthage,  and  Corinth.  27.  What  provinces  had  been  formed  by  133  B.C. 
(map  facing  page  380)  ?  28.  What  parts  of  the  world  belonged  to  Rome  in 
133  B.C.,  but  were  not  yet  provinces?  29.  Might  Rome  have  extended  her 
federal  policy  to  her  territories  outside  of  Italy?  Was  a  provincial  system 
really  necessary?  30.  How  did  the  condition  of  a  Roman  province  differ 
from  that  of  (a)  a  state  allied  to  Rome ;  (^)  an  Italian  community? 
31.  Compare  the  provincial  government  of  Rome  with  that  of  Persia;  with 
that  of  Athens. 
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but  complete,  Roman  society  presented  a  very  different  picture 
than  in  264  b.c,  when  the  Punic  wars  began.    Although  the  old 
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distinction  between  patricians  and  plebeians  had  faded  out,  Rome 
still  possessed  an  aristocracy,  partly  of  birth,  partly  of  wealth.    First 
came  the  senatorial  order,*  including  all  who  had  held  senatorial 
one  of  the  higher  magistracies,  or  whose  fathers  had  order  of 
been  so  honored.    These  nobles  controlled  elections,  "®'^*••• 
made  up  the  membership  of  the  Senate,  and  really  ruled  Rome. 

Roman  nobles  in  this  age  were  often  very  pleasant  gentlemen, 
dignified  in  manner,  and  kindly  toward  each  other.  As  a  class, 
however,  the  nobility  was  not  patriotic.  It  had  lost  in-  character  of 
terest  in  the  welfare  of  the  state.  Most  of  the  members  *>*•  noblea. 
of  the  senatorial  aristocracy  led  lives  of  luxury  and  ease,  and 
showed  energy  only  when  pursuing  their  own  business  or  pleas- 
ure.   They  thought  less  of  the  republic  than  of  themselves. 

Below  the  nobles  there  gradually  grew  up  a  second  class  of 
wealthy  and  educated  men  called  knights  (Latin, .  j^^  knights 
equips).  They  made  up  the  equestrian  order,  oreqaea- 
These  men  were  not  necessarily  soldiers ;  they  might  ^^^  ^ 
never  have  served  in  the  cavalry  or  mounted  a  horse.  Any  citi- 
zen, not  a  member  of  the  Senate,  could  call  himself  a  ''  knight," 
provided  his  property  reached  a  certain  amount.  Since  senators 
and  the  sons  of  senators  were  not  allowed  to  engage  in  occupations 
which  would  take  them  out  of  Italy,  most  of  the  business  of  the 
Roman  world  fell  naturally  into  the  hands  of  the  equestrian  order. 

The  knights  enjoyed  excellent  opportunities  for  money  making. 
They  fattened  on  government  contracts  for  collecting  taxes,  for 
laying  out  the  great  military  roads,  for  the  construction  ji^n^y 
of  harbors  and  buildings.     They  were  bankers  and  making  at 
capitalists  who  loaned  vast  sums  at  high  rates  of  in-     **"*• 
terest  to  cities  and  provinces  throughout  the  Roman  dominions. 
At  Rome  one  could  borrow  at  four  per  cent ;  in  the  provinces 
twelve  per  cent  was  the  usual  rate.    The  knights  often  organized 
joint- stock  companies  in  which  a  large  number  of  people  might 
hold  shares.    The  Forum  at  Rome,  where  this  business  centered, 

1  See  page  336. 
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may  be  regarded  as  an  immense  stock  exchange  for  speculation  of 
every  kind.     It  formed  the  "  Wall  Street "  of  antiquity. 

The  tax  farmers  and  the  money  lenders  played  into  each  other's 
hands  in  wringing  money  from  the  helpless  provincials.  We  have 
Cbaracter  of  already  seen  how  they  looked  on  the  provinces  as 
the  knights,  "farms  of  the  Roman  people,"  *  to  be  plundered  al- 
most at  will.  Their  huge  fortunes,  gained  so  easily  and  so  rapidly, 
helped  still  further  to  lower  the  moral  standards  of  the  Romans. 
In  the  exciting  pursuit  of  wealth,  men  lost  all  sense  of  public  duty. 
The  knights  were  even  more  selfish,  grasping,  and  unpatriotic  than 
the  nobles.  A  Roman  writer  remarked,  with  bitterness  and  prob* 
ably  with  truth,  "  The  arts  of  avarice  are  those  most  cultivated  at 
Rome." « 

Nobles  and  knights  formed,  of  course,  only  a  small  fraction  of 
the  citizen  body.  Rome  was  a  populous  city  which  must  have 
The  common  contained  many  professional  men,  such  as  school  mas- 
people.  ters,  architects,  and  physicians,  besides  thousands  of 

shopkeepers  and  respectable  artisans.  Unfortunately,  the  capi- 
tal was  now  filling  up  with  a  less  useful  class  of  citizens  —  ruined 
peasants  from  the  country  districts  of  Italy. 

After  Rome  became  mistress  of  the  Mediterranean,  her  markets 
were  flooded  with  the  cheap  grain  raised  in  the  provinces,  espe- 
Disavpear-  cJ^t^^y  ^^  those  rich  granaries,  Sicily  and  Africa, 
ance  of  the  The  price  of  wheat  fell  so  low  that  Roman  peasants 
peasantry,  could  not  raise  enough  to  support  their  families  and 
pay  their  taxes.  When  agriculture  became  unprofitable,  the  farmer 
was  no  longer  able  to  remain  on  the  soil.  He  had  to  sell  out, 
often  at  a  ruinous  sacrifice.  His  land  was  bought  by  rich  men 
who  turned  many  small  fields  into  vast  sheep  pastures  and  cattle 
ranches.  Gangs  of  slaves,  laboring  under  the  lash,  gradually  took 
the  place  of  the  old  Roman  peasantry,  the  very  strength  of  the  state. 
Not  unjust  was  the  famous  remark,  "  Great  domains  ruined  Italy.  "* 

1  The  phrase  is  Cicero's  {Against  rerres,  11,3).  2  piiny,  Natural  History^  xiv,  i. 
•  Latijundia perdidere  Italiam  (Pliny,  Natural  History,  xviiJ,  7), 
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The  decline  of  agriculture  and  the  disappearance  of  the  small 
farmer  under  the  stress  of  foreign  competition  may  be  studied  in 
modern  England  as  well  as  in  ancient  Italy.  Now-  xhe  exodus 
adays  an  English  farmer,  under  the  same  circura-  *<>  t^*  cities, 
stances,  will  often  emigrate  to  America  or  to  Australia,  where  land  is 
cheap  and  it  is  easy  to  make  a  living.  But  these  Roman  peasants 
did  not  care  to  go 
abroad  and  settle  on 
better  soil  in  Spain  or 
in  Africa.  Unlike  the 
Greeks,  the  Romans 
were  not  willing  to  start 
life  afresh  in  a  new 
land.  They  thronged, 
instead,  to  the  cities, 
to  Rome  especially, 
where  they  labored  for 
a  small  wage,  fared 
plainly  on  wheat  bread,  and  dwelt  in  huge  lodging  houses,  three  or 
four  stories  high. 

We  know  very  little  about  this  poorer  population  of  Rome. 
They  must  have  lived  from  hand  to  mouth.  Since  their  votes 
controlled  elections,^  they  were  courted  by  candidates  xhe  city 
for  office,  and  kept  from  grumbling  by  being  fed  and  »^o^' 
amused.  "  The  majority  of  these  people,"  said  an  ancient  writer, 
"  have  slipped  within  our  walls,  leaving  the  scythe  and  the  plow ; 
they  prefer  clapping  their  hands  at  the  circus  to  working  in  their 
fields  and  vineyards."  Such  poor  citizens,  too  lazy  for  steady 
work,  too  intelligent  to  starve,  formed,  with  the  other  riffraff  of  a 
great  city,  the  elements  of  a  dangerous  mob.'  And  the  mob, 
henceforth,  plays  an  ever  larger  part  in  the  history  of  the  times. 

1  See  pages  334,  345-346. 

8  The  population  of  ancient  Rome  is  not  known  with  any  certainty.  The  lowest 
estimate  reckons  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  800,000  by  the  close  of  the  last  cen- 
tury B.C. 


A  Slave's  Collar 

A  runaway  slave,  if  recaptured,  was  sometimes  com- 
pelled to  wear  a  metal  collar  riveted  about  his  neck.  One  of 
these  collars,  still  preserved  at  Rome,  bears  the  inscrip- 
tion: StrvM9  sum  dom(t)Hi  met  Sckolastici  v{irt) 
spi^ectabilis) .  Tene  me  ne /ugiam  de  domo.  —  "I  am 
the  slave  of  my  master  Scholasticus,  a  gentleman  of  im- 
portance.   Hold  me,  lest  I  flee  from  home." 
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162.    Tiberius  Gracchus,  133  B.C. 

Until  near  the  close  of  the  second  century  before  Christ,  the 
history  of  Rome  wa§  the  history  of  great  achievements  by  men 
An  epoch  of  ^^^  ^^*"®  themselves  not  great.  Except  for  a  few  in- 
great  per-  dividuals,  such  as  the  two  Scipios  and  Cato  the  Censor, 
Bonai  ties.  ^j^^  generals  and  statesmen  who  made  Rome  a  world- 
power  are  scarcely  more  to  us  than  names.  Now,  however,  comes 
an  epoch  crowded  with  interesting  personalities,  in  the  story  of 
whose  lives  we  can  read  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  Re- 
public. 

In  the  year  133  b.c.,  a  year  otherwise  made  memorable  by  the 

final  subjugation  of  Spain   and  the  acquisition  of  Asia,^   efforts 

began  at  Rome  to  remedy  some  of  the   disorders 
The  Gracchi. 

which  were  sapping  the  strength  of  Roman   society. 

The  first  persons  to  undertake  the  work  of  reform  were  the 
two  brothers,  Tiberius  and  Gaius  Gracchus,  each  in  turn.  The 
Gracchi  belonged  to  the  highest  nobility  of  Rome.  Their  father 
had  filled  a  consulship  and  a  censorship,  and  had  celebrated 
triumphs.  Cornelia,  their  mother,  was  a  daughter  of  Scipio 
Africanus,  the  conqueror  of  Hannibal.  A  fine  type  of  the  Roman 
matron,  she  called  her  boys  her  "jewels,"  more  precious  than 
gold,  and  brought  them  up  to  love  their  country  better  than  their 
own  lives.  To  Cornelia's  careful  training,  Greek  tutors  added 
instruction  in  the  literature  and  philosophy  of  Hellas.  Thus 
education  as  well  as  birth  fitted  them  for  brilliant  careers.  Ti- 
berius, the  elder  brother,  served  under  Scipio  iEmilianus  in  the 
Spanish  wars,  and  on  his  return  to  Rome  secured  an  election  to 
the  tribunate  for  the  year  133  b.c.  He  was  then  only  thirty  years 
of  age. 

In  order  to  understand  the  reforms  which  Tiberius  championed, 
a  reference  to  the  land  problem  at  Rome  is  necessary.  Ever 
since  the  republic  had  become  a  conquering  power,  it  had  been 

1  See  pages  377,  384, 
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customary  to  seize  part  of  the  soil  of  vanquished  enemies.     Very 
often  these   public  domains  were  not  sold  outright  to  private 
persons  in  the   manner  that  the  United  States  has  always  dis- 
posed of  its  territory.     The  Roman  government  would  xhe  public 
keep   the  legal  title  to  the   land,  but  at  the  same  lands  of 
time  would  allow  any  citizen  to  "  squat "  upon  it,  on  "*^"*®- 
condition  of  paying  rent.     As  a  matter  of  fact,   most  of  the 
"squatters"  were  well-to-do   men,   who  alone   had   the   money 
necessary  to  stock  the  new  lands  with  cattle  and  slaves.    The 
public  domains,  instead  of  becoming  the   refuge   of  the  poor, 
thus  proved  a  benefit  only  to  the  rich  class  at  Rome. 

Tiberius  now  brought  forward   his   celebrated    agrarian  law. 
It  required  each   holder  of  state  lands  to  surrender  all  that  he 

held  in  excess  of  a  certain  amount — about   three 

Agrarian 
hundred  acres  for  a  man  without  sons.     The  territory  proposals  of 

so  reclaimed  was  to  be  divided  into  small  tracts  and  Tiberius 
given  to  the   poorer  citizens.     Such  a  measure,  Ti- 
berius hoped,  would   revive   the   drooping   agriculture   of  Italy. 
He  wished  to  get  the  people  back  again  on  the  soil,  where  they 
could  support  themselves. 

This  agrarian  law,  though  well  intended,  was  bad  from  every 
point  of  view.  It  did  not  go  to  the  roots  of  the  real  difficulty 
—  foreign  competition.  No  legislation  could  have  Defects  of 
aided  the  farming  class  except  import  duties  to  keep  the  agrarian 
out  the  cheap  grain  from  abroad.  But  the  idle  mob  * 
at  Rome,  controlling  the  assemblies,  would  never  have  voted 
in  favor  of  taxing  their  food,  and  thus  making  it  more  expensive. 
At  the  same  time,  the  proposal  to  take  away  part  of  the  public 
domains  from  its  possessors  roused  a  hornet's  nest  about  the 
reformer's  ears.  Rich  people  had  occupied  the  public  land  for 
so  long  a  time  that  they  had  come  to  look  upon  it  as  really  their 
own.  They  would  be  very  sure  to  oppose  such  a  measure  with 
all  their  might.  Poor  people,  of  course,  welcomed  a  scheme 
which  promised  to  give  them  farms  for  nothing.     Tiberius  even 
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wished  to  use  the  public  funds  to  stock  the  farms  of  his  new 
peasantry.     This  was  socialism,  or  state  philanthropy. 

In  spite  of  these  glaring  defects  in  his  measure,  Tiberius  urged 
it  with  all  his  fiery  eloquence.  "The  wild  beasts  of  Italy," 
Speech  of  said  he,  "  have  at  least  their  dens,  but  the  brave  men 
Tiberius.  who  spill  their  blood  for  Rome  have  nothing  left, 
when  they  come  back  from  the  wars,  except  the  light  and  the  air 
they  breathe.  Without  hearth  or  home,  they  wander  like  beggars 
from  place  to  place  with  their  wives  and  children.  A  Roman 
general  does  but  mock  his  army  when  he  exhorts  his  soldiers  to 
defend  their  tombs  and  temples  against  the  enemy.  For  in  these 
days  how  many  are  there  of  the  rank  and  file  who  possess  an 
altar  that  their  forefathers  reared,  or  a  sepulcher  in  which  their 
ashes  rest?  They  fight  and  die  merely  to  increase  the  wealth 
and  luxury  of  others ;  they  are  called  masters  of  the  world  with- 
out having  even  a  clod  to  call  their  own."  ^ 

This  speech  gained  for  Tiberius  the  support  of  the  dispossessed 
farmers  who  crowded  the  Forum.  It  also  earned  for  him  the 
hostility  of  the  great  landowners  in  the  Senate,  who 
the  law  by  would  be  injured  by  the  passage  of  the  law.  The 
illegal  ac-  senators  How  got  another  tribune,  who  was  devoted 
to  their  interests,  to  place  his  veto*  on  the  proposed 
legislation.  The  impatient  Tiberius,  fearing  for  the  success  of  his 
cherished  measure,  at  once  took  a  revolutionary  step.  Though  a 
magistrate  could  not  legally  be  removed  from  office,  Tiberius  had 
the  offending  tribune  deposed  and  dragged  from  his  seat  The 
law  was  then  passed  without  further  opposition. 

The  illegal  action  of  Tiberius  placed  him  clearly  in  the  wrong. 
The  aristocrats  threatened  to  impeach  him  as  soon  as  his  term 

Untimeiv  ^^  ^^^'^^  Tiberius,  however,  had  determined  to  seek 
endofTibe-  reelection  to  the  tribunate  for  the  following  year. 
riu8,i33B.C.  rpj^jg^  again,  was  contrary  to  custom,  since  no  one  might 
hold  office  for  two  successive  terms.'     On  the  day  appointed  for 

1  Plutarch,  r.  Grflrr^Kj,  9.  ^See  page  331.  •  Sec  pages  334-335. 
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the  election,  while  voting  was  in  progress,  a  crowd  of  angry 
senators  burst  into  the  Forum  and  slaughtered  Tiberius  with 
three  hundred  of  his  followers.  Both  sides  had  now  begun  to 
display  an  utter  disregard  for  law.  Force  and  bloodshed,  hence- 
forth, were  to  decide  political  disputes. 

163.    Galtts  Gracchus,  123-121  B.C. 

Tiberius  Gracchus,  in  his  efforts  to  secure  economic  reform, 
had  unwittingly  provoked  a  conflict  between  the  Senate  and  the 
assemblies,  between  the  senatorial  order  and  the  com-  presli  agita- 
mon  people.  The  Senate  had  governed  Rome  for  tw"^* 
more  than  two  centuries.  Its  supremacy  was  now  to  be  openly 
and  seriously  challenged. 

Ten  years  after  the  death  of  Tiberius,  Gaius  Gracchus  came  to 
the  front.  For  a  time  he  had  avoided  politics,  but  fate  called  him 
to  take  up  his  brother's  task.  One  night  he  dreamed  Gaius 
that  the  spirit  of  Tiberius  came  to  him  and  said,  Oracchus. 
"  Gaius,  why  do  you  delay  ?  It  is  your  destiny,  as  mine,  to  spend 
life  and  meet  death  in  the  service  of  the  people."  ^  No  more 
sincere  or  patriotic  than  Tiberius,  Gaius  possessed  far  greater 
ability  as  a  politician  and  orator.  He  was  a  most  vehement 
speaker.  We  are  told  how  he  used  to  stride  excitedly  up  and 
down  the  rostra^  or  platform,  and  how  he  would  cast  his  toga  off 
his  shoulders  by  the  violence  of  his  gestures.  In  speaking,  he 
was  liable  at  times  to  lose  control  of  his  voice  and  scream.  To 
check  this  failing,  he  employed  a  slave  musician  who  stood  behind 
him  and  sounded  a  warning  note  on  a  pitch  pipe,  whenever  the 
oration  tended  to  become  a  screech.  The  opponents  of  Gaius 
liked  to  compare  him  with  Cleon,*  the  blustering  demagogue  of 
Athens. 

Gaius  quickly  made  himself  a  popular  leader  with  the  set  purpose 
of  remodeling  the  government  of  Rome.     He  found  in  the  tribu- 

1  Plutarch,  G,  Gracchus,  i,  *  See  page  236. 
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nate  an  office  from  which  to  work  against  the  Senate.  After  the 
death  of  Tiberius,  a  law  had  been  passed  permitting  a  man  to 
hold  the  position  of  tribune  year  after  year.  Gaius  intended  to 
be  a  sort  of  perpetual  tribune,  and  to  rule  the  Roman  assemblies 
How  Oaius  ^^^^  much  as  Pericles  had  ruled  the  people  at  Athens.* 
won  the  One  of  his  first  measures  was  a  law  permitting  the  sale 
of  grain  from  the  public  storehouses  to  Roman  citizens 
at  about  half  the  market  price.  This  measure,  of  course,  won  over 
the  city  mob.  The  lazy  rabble  that  crowded  the  Forum  hailed  Gaius 
as  a  true  friend  of  the  people.  The  law,  however,  was  utterly 
vicious.  It  saddled  the  treasury  with  a  heavy  burden,  and  later 
the  government  had  to  furnish  the  grain  for  nothing.  By  the 
middle  of  the  first  century  B.C.,  over  three  hundred  thousand 
persons  were  receiving  free  food  from  the  state.  Indiscriminate 
charity  of  this  sort  increased,  rather  than  lessened,  the  number  of 
paupers.  To  such  depths  had  fallen  the  once  sovereign  people  of 
Rome. 

With  the  aid  of  the  populace,  Gaius  was  able  to  secure  the 
additional  legislation  which  he  deemed  necessary  to  carry  out  his 
brother's  work.     He  reenacted  the  land  laws  for  the  benefit  of 

the  peasantry,  and  furnished  work  for  the  unemployed 
Moa8Uie8  of 
GaiuBtore-    by  building  roads  throughout  Italy.     He  also  began 

lleve  the  to  establish  colonies  of  poor  citizens,  both  in  Italy  and 
^^^'  in  the  provinces.     This  was  a  wise  policy.     Had  it 

been  allowed  to  continue,  such  state-assisted  emigration,  by  pro- 
viding the  landless  poor  of  Italy  with  farms  abroad,  would  have 
relieved  the  economic  distress  of  the  peninsula. 

Gaius  was  a  born  administrator.  He  liked  to  attend  personally 
to  his  various  undertakings,  sparing  no  pains  and  amazing  every 
OaiuB  as  an  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  restless  energy  with  which  he  worked.  His 
adminis-  house  became  a  sort  of  court,  frequented  alike  by 
trator.  foreign  ambassadors,  magistrates,  architects,  engineers, 

and  philosophers.      He   had   business  with  them   aU  and  met 

1  See  page  227. 
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them  all  on  terms  of  easy  familiarity,  "  ever  dignified,  yet  ever 
courteous "  ^  in  his  dealings  with  men.  It  was  easy  for  the 
enemies  of  Gaius  to  declare  that  Rome  already  had  a  king  with 
nothing  wanting  but  the  crown. 

Gaius  now  came  forward  with  another  measure  which  marked 
him  as  an  able  and  prudent  statesman.     He  proposed  to  bestow 
the  right  of  voting  in  the  Roman  assemblies  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Latin  colonies.'     He  wished,  to  extend 
also,  to  give  the  Italian  allies  the  privileges  of  inter-   Roman  citi- 
marrying  with  Romans  and  of  holding  property  under  ****'  *^' 
the  protection  of  the  Roman  law.     No  doubt  Gaius  believed  that 
the  time  might  come  when  all  the  Italian  peoples  would  be  citi- 
zens of  Rome.     This  time  did  come,  thirty  years  later,  but  only 
after  a  terrible  war  that  nearly  ruined  Rome. 

The  effort  by  Gaius  to  extend  Roman  citizenship  cost  the  re- 
former all  his  hard-won  popularity.  It  aroused  the  jealousy  of  the 
selfish  city  mob,  which  believed  that  the  entrance  of  p^te  of 
so  many  new  citizens  would  mean  the  loss  of  its  privi-  Oalns. 
leges.  There  would  not  be  so  many  free  shows  and  so  much 
cheap  grain.  So  the  people  rejected  the  measure,  and  turning 
from  their  former  favorite,  failed  to  reelect  him  to  the  tribunate. 
When  Gaius  was  no  longer  protected  by  the  sanctity  of  the 
tribune's  office,  *  he  fell  an  easy  victim  to  senatorial  hatred.  An- 
other bloody  tumult  broke  out  in  which  Gracchus  and  three  thou- 
sand of  his  followers  perished.  The  consul  who  quelled  the 
disturbance  erected  at  the  head  of  the  Forum  a  temple  to  Har- 
mony (Concordia), 

The  Gracchi  became  in  death  the  martyrs  and  saints  of  the 
popular  party.     "The   people,  though  humbled   and  depressed 
for  a  time,  soon  showed  how  deep  was  their  regret.  The  lost 
For  statues  of  the  two  brothers  were  set  up  in  public  l«*der«. 
places,  and  the  spots  on  which  they  fell  were  declared  holy  ground, 
to  which  the  multitude  brought  all  the  first  fruits  of  the  seasons, 

i  Plutarch,  G.  Gracchus^  6.  ^  gee  pages  346-348.  «  See  page  331. 
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and  made  sacrifices  there  and  worshiped  just  as  at  the  temples 
of  the  gods."  *  Cornelia  long  survived  her  two  sons.  She  bore 
their  loss  with  an  undaunted  spirit  and  could  speak  of  them  with- 
out a  sigh  or  tear.  To  those  who  heard  her  relating  all  their 
deeds  and  misfortunes  it  seemed  as  if  she  spoke,  not  of  her  own 
children,  but  of  some  ancient  heroes  who  had  given  their  lives 
to  their  country. 

The  pathetic  career  of  the  Gracchi  has  much  significance  in 
The  Gracchi  Ro"^3.n  history.  They  were  the  unconscious  sponsors 
begin  the  of  a  revolutionary  movement  which  did  not  end  until 
reYolution.  ^^^  republic  had  come  under  the  rule  of  one  man. 
They  failed  because  they  put  their  trust  in  the  support  of  the  Roman 
mob.  Future  agitators  were  to  appear  with  the  legionaries  at  their 
heels. 

164.    Maritts 

After  the  death  of  Gaius  Gracchus,  the  democratic  cause  suf- 
fered for  lack  of  leadership.  No  new  popular  hero  appeared  to 
Rule  of  the  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^^sh  attack  on  the  Senate  and  the  supremacy 
senatorial  of  the  nobles.  Senatorial  rule  now  waxed  more  cor- 
oiigarchy.  ^^^^  ^^^  incompetent  than  ever.  The  aristocracy  at 
the  head  of  affairs  sought  only  the  spoils  of  office  and  the  spoils  of 
conquest.  Before  long,  however,  two  foreign  wars  revealed  its 
weakness  and  depravity,  and  brought  to  the  front  a  military 
master,  Gaius  Marius. 

This  man  was  of  very  different  stamp  from  either  of  the  Gracchi. 
He  was  a  peasant's  son,  a  coarse^  rude  soldier,  who  despised  the 
Rise  of  ^^^  learning  and  culture  of  his  time.     Accustomed  to 

Gaius  the  hardships  of  the  farm  and  camp,  honest,  coura- 

Mar  tts.  geous,  industrious,  Marius  was  a  good  example  of  the 
old  Roman.  Beginning  as  tribune,  he  fought  his  way  steadily  up- 
ward against  the  obstacles  which  the  nobility  always  put  in  the 
path  of  a  **  new  man  "  ^  who  aspired  to  succeed  in  politics.     He  had 

1  Plutarch,  G.  Gracchus,  i8.  2  See  page  336. 
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already  held  the  chief  grades  of  honor,  except  the  consulship,  when 
circumstances  brought  that  office  likewise  within  his  grasp. 

Marius  found  his  opportunity  in  one  of  those  border  conflicts 
which  were  always  raging  in  one  quarter  or  another  of  the 
Roman  world.  The  Jugurthine  War,  as  it  is  called,  ^^^  Juzut- 
arose  out  of  the  efforts  of  Jugurtha,  an  African  prince,  thine  War, 
to  make  himself  king  of  Numidia,*  a  state  allied  to  "^^^  ^•^• 
Rome.  He  assassinated  his  relatives,  whom  the  Roman  Senate 
had  made  his  colleagues  on  the  throne,  and,  with  liberal  bribes, 
bought  off  two  senatorial  commissions  sent  to  Africa  for  the  pur- 
pose of  investigating  his  misdeeds.  When  public  opinion  at  last 
forced  the  reluctant  Senate  into  a  declaration  of  war,  the  wily 
African  found  the  Roman  commanders  equally  ready  to  accept 
his  gold  and  do  nothing.  The  contest  dragged  along  in  dis- 
graceful £ishion,  year  after  year.  In  the  interval  between  cam- 
paigns, Jugurtha  even  ventured  to  carry  on  his  negotiations  in 
Rome  itself.  He  well  described  it  as  "  a  venal  city,  ready  to  perish 
whenever  it  could  find  a  purchaser."  * 

Marius,  who  had  served  with  distinction  against  Jugurtha, 
persuaded  the  people  to  elect  him  consul  and  intrust  him  with  the 
conduct  of  the  war.  By  generalship  and  good  fortune,  Marius  ends 
he  speedily  concluded  the  struggle  and  brought  the  war. 
Jugurtha  in  chains  to  Rome.  After  appearing  in  the  triumphal 
procession  of  Marius,  the  Numidian  king  was  cast  into  a  cold 
dungeon  beneath  the  Capitoline  Hill,  to  die  of  starvation. 

During  the  Jugurthine  War,  a  still  more  formidable  danger  had 

arisen  to  threaten  Roman  power.     The  barbarians  far  away  in  the 

north  were  beginning  those  invasions  and  migrations 

InYaaioii  of 
which  Rome  was  henceforth  to  face  in  every  century  ^^^  cimbri 

of  her  national  existence.     Two  peoples,  known  as  the  and  Teu- 

Cimbri  and  Teutones,  entered  Transalpine  Gaul,  and 

attacked  the  new  province  which  had  been  established  in  the 

southern  part  of  that  region.'     Five  Roman  armies,  one  after 

i  Sec  page  374.  3  Salliist,  Jugurtfune  War,  35.  *  See  page  378. 
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another,  were  defeated  by  these  formidable  enemies.  Not  a 
soldier  remained  to  guard  the  passes  of  the  Alps. 

At  this  crisis  all  eyes  were  fixed  on  Marius.  Hurrying  north- 
ward with  his  seasoned  African  troops,  he  found  that  the  Germans, 
Battles  of      by  some  caprice,  had  turned  aside  from  Italy  to  range 

AqusSex-     through  Gaul  and  Spain.     While  Marius  waited  for 

ti».io2B.C.,     ^  .   ^  \  ^      ^ 

andVercel-     their   return,    year   after   year,    the   Roman   people 

la,  loiB.C.    reelected    him    consul    four    successive    times  —  an 

illegal  act  which  only  the  grave  danger  of  the  state  could  justify. 

The  decisive  conflict  took  place   at  Aquas   Sextise  in  southern 

Gaul,  where  Marius  annihilated  two  hundred  thousand  warriors  of 

the  Teutones  with  their  wives  and  children.     For  years,  it  is  said, 

the  bones  of  those  who  perished  in  this  massacre  were  used  for 

vineyard  fences;     The  following  spring   the     Cimbri,   who    had 

penetrated  beyond  the  Alps  into  the  Po  valley,  were  destroyed 

near  Vercellae.     These  two   great   victories,  the  importance   of 

which  can  scarcely   be    overestimated,   preserved   the    classical 

world  for  five  centuries  more  of  civilized  life. 

During  these  wars  abroad,  the  Roman  array  under  Marius 
became  even  more  effective  as  a  fighting  machine.  The  former 
Chanees  in  system  of  three  lines  was  given  up,  and  all  the  soldiers 
the  Roman  of  the  legion  were  equipped  alike.^  The  legionaries 
•"^y*  received  a  careful  discipline   during  their  term  of 

service,  which  lasted  usually  for  twenty  years.  Most  of  them 
were  now  poor  citizens  who  made  fighting  their  profession.  Such 
soldiers  of  fortune  cared  little  for  either  the  Senate  or  the  laws. 
They  obeyed  only  their  commander  and  looked  to  him,  not  to 
Rome,  for  pay,  promotion,  and  discharge.  A  popular  and  success- 
ful general,  henceforth,  could  always  rely  on  the  support  of 
his  legionaries. 

Marius  returned  to    Rome  after  his   victories  and  enjoyed  a 

1  The  standard  of  the  legion  was^  silver  eagle  on  a  staff.  To  preserve  it  from 
the  enemy,  even  in  the  hour  of  defeat,  formed  the  first  principle  of  legionary  honor. 
The  French  emperor,  Napoleon,  adopted  an  old  Roman  custom,  when,  in  1804,  he 
distributed  the  famous  eagles  of  France  to  his  Grand  Army. 
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splendid  triumph.     He  was  hailed  as  the  second  Camillus,  as  the 
third  Romulus.     With  the  swords  of  his  soldiers,  he  might  then 
and  there  have  made  himself  king.     But  Marius  remained  loyal  to 
the  republic  and  contented  himself  with  another  consulship.     The 
great  general  now  entered  politics  and  posed  as  the  ji^jyg  ^i 
head  of  the  democratic   party.     Soon,  however,  he  a  party 
had  to  make  way  for  a  new  leader,  who  championed  ^•**®'' 
the  cause  of  the  aristocrats. 

166.    SttUa 

Lucius  Cornelius  Sulla,  the  extraordinary  man  who  in  these 
troublous  times  was  to  win  supremacy  at  Rome,  came  of  an  old 
patrician  family,  but  one  poor  and  without  influence  character 
in  the  state.  In  his  youth,  we  are  told,  he  had  not  ^^  Sulla, 
even  a  home  of  his  own,  but  lived  in  a  lodging  house,  only  a  floor 
below  the  garret.  Plain  living  and  high  thinking  had  no  attrac- 
tions for  Sulla;  as  his  fortunes  rose  he  plunged  with  abandon  into 
every  form  of  dissipation  which  the  capital  city  offered.  His 
devotion  to  the  banquet  and  the  wine  cup  ruined  a  splendid 
constitution,  and  turned  his  handsome  face  into  the  **  mulberry 
besprinkled  with  meal "  *  to  which  it  was  compared  in  his  middle 
age. 

But  Sulla  was  an  Epicurean,'  also,  in  the  better  sense  of  that 
word.  He  could  appreciate  Greek  art  and  letters,  affected  a  taste 
for  philosophy,  and  with  his  social  gifts,  his  urbanity,  his  knowledge 
of  men  and  the  world,  presented  a  sharp  contrast  to  Marius,  who 
resembled  him  in  nothing  except  bravery  and  good  generalship. 
In  Sulla*s  strange,  almost  repulsive  character,  there  ran  a  vein  of 
savage  cruelty  and  superstition.  He  would  send  men  to  death 
with  a  jest ;  scoffed  at  the  old  Roman  gods,  yet  styled  himself 
"  the  favorite  of  Venus  " ;  and  had  a  profound  belief  in  his  lucky 
star.     It  never  failed  him. 

^  Plutarch,  Su//a,  2.  s  See  page  998. 


4o6  The  Downfall  of  the  Republic 

Sulla's  great  abilities  quickly  brought  him  into  public  notice. 
He  served  as  quaestor  under  Marius  in  the  Jugurthine  War,  and 
gained  his  first  distinction  by  the  capture  (through  treachery)  of 
Jugurtha  himself.  Sulla  then  stood  for  the  praetorship,  only  to  be 
rejected  because  he  could  not  afford  to  entertain  the  people 
Rise  of  ^i^h  the  show  of  African  wild  beasts  which  had  been 

SuUa,  expected  of  him.     In  the  Cimbric  War,  Sulla  again 

showed  his  surpassing  skill  as  a  commander.  Shortly  afterwards  he 
obtained  the  praetorship,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  his  year  of  office, 
the  propraetorship  of  Cilicia  in  Asia  Minor.  When  Sulla  returned 
to  Rome,  the  money  which  he  had  wrung  from  the  provincials 
and  the  reputation  which  he  enjoyed  for  unvarying  success  in  every 
undertaking,  gave  him  a  high  place  ampng  the  leaders  of  the 
senatorial  party.  He  was  soon  to  have  another  opportunity  of 
justifying  his  title  of  "the  Fortunate,"  in  a  struggle  which  was  to 
shake  Roman  society  to  its  foundations. 

The  Social  War,  which  broke  out  in  90  B.C.,  came  as  the*  con- 
sequence of  Rome's  refusal  to  grant  the  rights  of  citizenship  to  her 
The  Social      Italian  allies  {socii) }    The  latter  cared  little  for  the 

War,  90-88     privilege,  which  they  would  seldom  exercise,  of  voting 

s  c 

at  Rome.     They  did  demand,  however,  the  protection 

before  the  law  and  the  rights  of  property  and  trade  enjoyed  by 
Roman  citizens.  When  it  grew  clear  that  neither  the  democratic 
nor  the  aristocratic  party  at  Rome  would  make  the  desired  con- 
cessions, the  allies  revolted  and  established  an  independent  gov- 
ernment. They  aimed  at  nothing  less  than  the  destruction  of  the 
Roman  city  and  the  founding  of  a  new  state  to  include  the  whole 
of  the  peninsula.  For  a  capital  they  chose  the  city  of  Corfinium 
in  the  heart  of  the  Apennines,  renamed  it  Italica,  and  made  it,  as 
Washington  is  now,  the  city  center  of  a  federation. 

The  strength  of  the  rebellion  lay  among  the  Samnites  and  other 
Course  of  peoples  of  central  and  southern  Italy.  As  in  the  time 
the  war.         of  Hannibal's  invasion,  the  Latin  colonies  remained 

1  See  page  346. 
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faithful  to  Rome  Nevertheless,  the  contest  vras  by  no  means 
unequal.  The  sturdy  mountaineers  of  the  Apennines,  who  had 
learned  to  fight  under  the  Scipios  and  Marius,  were  more  than  a 
match  for  the  town  bred  legions  opposed  to  them.  The  war 
came  to  an  end  only  when  Rome  promised  the  franchise  to  all 
Italians  who  returned  to  their  allegiance. 


The  Social  War  marks  a  significant  moment  in  ancient  history. 
It  compelled  Rome  to  return  to  her  old  policy  of  mailing  conquered 
peoples  equal  with  herself.     Before  many  years  had  K„nit,of 
passed,  the  inhabitants  of  nearly  all  the  Italian  towns  the  Soda! 
south  of  the  Rubicon  River  received  Roman  citizen-      "" 
ship.    It  was  this  same  wise  policy,  afterwards  extended  to  the  prov- 
inces, which  in  time  was  to  make  Roman  all  the  ancient  world. 

What  military  honors  were  gained  in  the  Social  War  belonged 
to  Sulla.    His  reward  was  the  consulship,  and  an  appointment  as 
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general  in  another  struggle  which  distracted  Rome  was  about  to 
First  and       face.     While  the  city  had  been  busy  with  civil  enemies 

Second  Hith-  ^^jj^  barbarian  foes,  a  new  and  powerful  state  had  been 

radatic  '  ^ 

Wars.  8»-      growing  up  in  the  East.     Pontus,  a  kingdom  on  the 

8i  B.C.  shores  of  the  Euxine,  was  one  of  those  minor  Asiatic 

states  which  arose  on  the  ruins  of  the  Alexandrian  Empire.^ 
Under  Mithradates  VI,  the  Pontic  territory  came  to  include  a 
large  part  of  Asia  Minor.  When  Mithradates  advanced  into  the 
rich  province  of  Asia,'  the  inhabitants,  grown  weary  of  Roman 
governors  and  tax  collectors,  received  him  gladly.  At  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  king,  they  massacred  every  Italian  in  the  entire  region. 
Mithradates  then  boldly  crossed  the  Hellespont,  overran  Thrace 
and  Macedonia,  and  entered  in  triumph  the  Greek  cities  of  the 
peninsula.  Rome  found  herself  threatened  with  the  loss  of  all  her 
eastern  possessions. 

Mithradates  was  a  remarkable  figure  in  ancient  history.  He 
Mithra-  claimed  descent  from  Cyrus  and  Darius,  two  great  Per- 

dates.  sian  monarchs  who  had  once  ruled  all  Asia.     As  their 

successor  he  sought  to  create  an  Asiatic  empire  strong  enough  to 
resist  Rome. 

Sulla's  campaigns  against  this  formidable  enemy  illustrate  his 

conspicuous  ability  as  a  general.     With  greatly  inferior  forces,  he 

Sulla's  met  and  repeatedly  overcame  the  soldiers  of  Mithra- 

campaigns      dates.      In  one  great  battle  on  the  historic  field  of 

against 

Mithrada-       Chaeronea,   he  defeated  an  army  five  times  as  nu- 

*«••  merous  as  his  own.    Sulla  then  took  Athens  by  storm 

and  afterwards  carried  the  war  into  Asia  Minor,  where  he  com- 
pelled the  humbled  monarch  to  abandon  his  conquests,  surrender 
his  fleet,  and  pay  a  huge  indemnity.  These  tremendous  victories 
settled  the  fate  of  the  East.  It  was  to  remain  for  many  centuries 
in  Roman  hands.  If  Marius  had  the  glory  of  repelling  the  tide  of 
barbarian  invasion,  Sulla  had  the  honor  of  preserving  Rome's  pos- 
sessions in  the  Orient. 

1  See  page  aSi.  >  See  page  384. 
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166.    Civil  War  between  Marius  and  Sulla 

During  Sulla's  absence  abroad,  stirring  events  were  taking  place 
at  Rome.     That  city  had  long  been  familiar  with  the  street  broil 
and  the  riot  as  a  method  of  deciding  quarrels  between  j^^yg^  of 
the  rival  parties.     Now  it  found  that  a  fierce  and  pro-  Karins  and 
longed  civil  war,  which  was  to  put  scores  of  legions 
into  the  field,  could  result  from  the  personal  rivalry  of  two  popular 
leaders.     The  struggle  between  Marius  and  Sulla,  settled  as  it  was 
by  the  sword,  marks  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  republic. 

Marius  had  watched  with  growing  envy  the  rapid  elevation  of 

his  rival.     When  Sulla  as  consul  received  command  against  the 

dreaded   Mithradates,  Marius   felt  deeply  mortified. 

An  attempt 
Although  old  enough  to  retire  from  active  life,  he  was  ^  deprive 

anxious  to  close  his  career  by  a  brilliant  victory  over  SuUa  of  Wa 

the  Pontic  king  which  would  restore  him  to  his  former  ^"**"*"  ' 

position  of  influence  at  Rome.    So  Marius  once  more  entered 

politics  and,  aided  by  a  popular  tribune,  got  the  comiHa  centuriata 

to  pass  a  measure  depriving  Sulla  of  his  command  and  appointing 

Marius  to  tlie  place. 

Sulla  had  no  mind  to  give  up  a  position  which  he  held  by  legal 
appointment  of  the  Senate.     At  this  time  he  was  still  in  Italy  with 
his  army  of  devoted  soldiers.     When  the  assembly's  ^^^ 
decree  reached  him,  he  refused  to  obey  it.     Instead,  marchea  on 
he  placed  himself  at   the   head  of  his  troops,  and  ^®™*' 
marched  directly  on  Rome.     After  desperate  fighting  in  the  streets, 
Sulla  defeated  the  democrats  and  drove  their  leaders,  including 
Marius,  from  the  city.     Sulla  had  broken  with  the  most  sacred 
traditions  of  Rome :  he  had  brought  armed  legions  within  the  city 
walls.     Though  virtually  master  of  the  state,  Sulla  used  his  power 
only  to  restore  the  rule  of  the  Senate  and  the  aristocrats.     Then, 
with  his  army,  he  proceeded  to  the  East  to  enter  on  the  campaign 
against  Mithradates. 

Meanwhile,  what  had  become  of  Marius  ?     Plutarch  tells  us  that 


41  o  The  Downfall  of  the  Republic 

he  set  sail  from  Ostia,  intending  to  reach  Africa.  A  storm  came 
on  and  compelled  him  to  land  again  on  the  Italian  coast.  As  he 
Marias  in  wandered  about,  hungry  and  anxious,  the  old  soldier 
exile.  88  B.C.  kept  up  his  courage  by  recalling  how,  when  a  boy,  he 
had  found  an  eagle's  nest  with  seven  young  ones  in  it,  and  how  the 
soothsayers  had  foretold  that  he  should  be  consul  seven  times. 
His  foes  were  hot  on  his  trail,  and  before  long  he  was  captured, 
and  condemned  to  death.  A  Cimbrian  slave  was  ordered  to 
kill  him,  because  no  citizen  would  do  it.  But  the  executioner 
dropped  his  sword  and  fled,  when  he  heard  a  terrible  voice  crying 
from  the  dark  cell,  "  Darest  thou  slay  Gaius  Marius  ?  '*  *  Marius 
finally  received  his  liberty  and  reached  Africa,  where,  a  fallen 
hero,  he  sat  amid  the  ruins  of  Carthage,  waiting  for  vengeance  and 
his  seventh  consulship. 

Sulla  had  scarcely  embarked  from  Brundisium  for  the  East,  be- 
fore the  democrats  once  more  got  the  upper  hand.  Marius  re- 
The  return  turned  from  exile,  and  together  with  the  consul  Cinna, 
of  Marius,  marched  with  an  army  on  Rome.  Long  before  this 
^  time  the  better  elements  in  the  character  of  Marius 

had  disappeared ;  old  age  found  him  a  revengeful  partisan,  whose 
wild  fiiry  against  the  aristocrats  knew  no  bounds.  When  he  en- 
tered the  city,  he  had  the  gates  closed,  and  then  for  five  days 
glutted  himself  with  the  blood  of  every  personal  enemy  and  polit- 
ical foe  he  had  ever  known.  Nearly  all  the  prominent  members 
of  the  aristocratic  party  perished  in  this  massacre.  The  reign  of 
terror  at  last  ended  when  Marius  himself  died,  just  after  having 
been  elected  to  a  seventh  consulship. 

Sulla  had  not  yet  engaged  Mithradates,  when  he  learned  of  the 
new  turn  of  affairs  at  Rome.  After  completing  his  work  abroad, 
Sulla  at  the  ^^  ^^"^  ^  dispatch  to  the  Senate,  in  which  he  described 
CoUine  Gate,  his  campaigns  against  Mithradates  and  added,  grimly, 
82  B.C.  ^jjj^j  jjg  ^^  jjQ^  returning  home  to  punish  his  enemies. 

Although  Sulla's  forces  were  smaller  than  Hannibal's,  victory  proved 

1  Plutarch,  Marius,  39. 


The  Rule  of  Sulla  411 

to  be  unexpectedly  easy.  The  war  in  Italy  was  finished  with  a 
desperate  encounter  under  the  very  walls  of  Rome.  Here  the 
democratic  armies  were  joined  by  the  Samnites,  who  seized  this 
moment  to  revenge  themselves  for  all  their  past  defeats.  The 
Samnite  leader  rode  round  his  troops  crying^  "  Rome's  last  day  has 
come ;  the  tyrant  city  must  be  destroyed  to  her  foundations.  These 
Roman  wolves,  the  bane  of  Italian  liberty,  will  never  be  got  rid  of 
until  their  lair  is  laid  waste."  *  But  Sulla  "  the  Fortunate  "  con- 
quered here  as  elsewhere.  His  triumph  at  the  Colline  Gate  made 
him  master  of  Rome. 

167.    The  Rule  of  Sulla,  82-79  B.C. 

Sulla's  accession  to  power  proved  the  signal  for  a  carnival  of 
massacre,  surpassing  in  horror  even  the  outrages  under  Marius. 
In  systematic  fashion,  Sulla  proceeded  to  cut  off  every  xhe  "  pro- 
man  of  note  in  the  democratic  party.  His  purpose  »criptiona." 
was  to  deprive  the  popular  cause  of  the  leaders  who  might  unite 
it  for  future  assaults  on  the  aristocratic  order.  Murder  now  be^ 
came  a  fine  art.  Day  after  day,  Sulla  issued  a  list  of  persons  on 
whose  heads  a  price  was  set.  These  were  the  "proscribed,"  whom 
anyone  might  slay.  The  friends  of  Sulla  received  permission 
to  include  their  private  enemies  in  the  list.  Debtors  had  their 
creditors  murdered.  Others  were  killed  simply  because  their 
estates  were  coveted  by  Sulla's  favorites.  A  wealthy  noble,  com- 
ing into  the  Forum  and  finding  his  own  name  posted,  exclaimed, 
"  Alas  1  my  Alban  villa  has  proved  my  ruin  !  *"  Several  thousand 
persons  perished  in  the  capital  city,  and  worse  massacres  took 
place  throughout  Italy.  The  terror  inspired  by  the  Sullan  pro- 
scription never  faded  from  Roman  memory. 

Sulla  regarded  this  legalized  butchery  as  a  necessary  step  to 
his  self-appointed  task  of  putting  the  Roman  govern-  g^jj^  ^ 
ment  once  more  to  rights.     He  now  received  the  title   "  Perpetual 
of  "  Perpetual  Dictator,"  with  complete  authority  to  ^*^***^''" 

1  Velleius  Paterculus,  ii,  27.  2  piutarch,  Su/ia,  31. 
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govern  the  state  until  the  new  order  of  things  should  be  estab- 
lished. Rome  came  under  the  rule  of  one  man  for  the  first  time 
since  the  expulsion  of  the  kings. 

Sulla  lacked  personal  ambition.  His  sole  aim  was  to  re- 
store the  supremacy  of  the  Senate.  Under  senatorial  rule,  the 
Sulla  at-        Roman  state  had   reached  its  great  prosperity  and 

tempts  to       power.     The  attempts  of  the  Gracchi  to  make  the 

makd  the 

Senate  assemblies  rather  than  the  Senate  supreme  had  worked 

supreme.  no  lasting  good.  Even  though  the  Senate  was  now 
corrupt  and  incapable,  the  people  were  no  better.  Sulla  pre- 
ferred the  rule  of  a  selfish  aristocracy  to  that  of  a  fickle  mob. 
He  aimed,  therefore,  to  place  the  Senate's  authority  on  a  solid 
basis  and  to  give  it  by  law  the  same  high  position  it  had  enjoyed 
in  former  times  by  custom  and  universal  assent. 

The  various  measures  by  which  Sulla  intrenched  the  Senate  in 
power  did  not  long  survive  his  death,  and  hence  had  no  lasting 
Sulla's  influence  on  Roman  politics.     After  a  rule  of  three 

death,  years,  Sulla  voluntarily  gave  up  the  dictatorship  and 

78  B.C.  retired  to  his  villa  on  the  Bay  of  Naples.     He  died 

a  few  months  later.  The  Senate  honored  him  with  a  public 
funeral,  the  most  splendid  that  Rome  had  ever  seen.  His  monu- 
ment bore  an  inscription  which  the  dictator  himself  is  said  to 
have  composed :  "  No  friend  ever  did  him  a  kindness,  and  no 
enemy  a  wrong,  without  being  fully  repaid."*  That  was  one 
epitaph  which  told  the  truth. 

168.    Pompey  and  Crassus 

Roman  politics  for  two  decades  after  Sulla's  death  centered 
about  the  personalities  of  Pompey  and  Crassus.  Pompey  was 
The  sac-  ^^  *^^®  soldier.  His  services  during  the  Civil  War 
cessorsof  brought  him  the  honor  of  a  triumph.  Sulla  even 
Sulla.  flattered  the  young  man  of  twenty-five  by  hailing  him 

as  **  the  Great."     Crassus,  his  associate,  though  less  distinguished 

1  Plutarch,  Su/ia,  38. 
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as  a  general,  possessed  a  huge  fortune  which  made  him  a  power 
in  the  state.  He  was  as  clever  in  managing  the  politics  of  the 
Roman  city  as  Pompey  was  in  conducting  its  foreign  campaigns. 
Such  were  the  two  men  on  whom  had  fallen  the  mantle  of  the 
great  dictator. 

Although  the  strife  between  the  partisans  of  Marius  and  Sulla 
had  ended  in  Italy,  it  continued  in 
Spain.     Here  Seitorius,  at  once  the 
ablest    and    the    noblest  xhewM 
ofthe  democratic  leaders,  wlthSerto- 
long  offered  a  successful     "'■ 
resistance  to  the   senatorial  armies. 
Finally,  the  Senate  made  Pompey  a 
proconsul  —  though    he    had    never 
held  any  civil  office  —  and  sent  him 
to  Spain   to  subdue    the  peninsula. 
Pompey  and  Sertorius  maintained  for 
five  years  a  wearisome  struggle,  now 
become  less  a  civil  conflict  than  a 
national  war  in  which  the  Spaniards 

sought  to  regain  their  former  inde-      O"*"'  po-pikus  macmus 
pendence,  and  the    Romans  to  win  Sp^  Pai=«.  Rome 

back  a  lost  province.  Sertorius  at  length  was  murdered  by  one 
of  his  own  officers,  and  the  war  came  to  an  end  (72  b.c'.). 

While  Pompey  was  absent  in  Spain,  an  event  occurred  which 
showed  how  near  Roman  society  stood  to  destruction.  This  was 
a  revolt  of  the  slaves,  headed  by  a  gladiator  named  "Wirofthe 
Spartacus.  He  and  his  comrades  escaped  from  a  train-  OUdtatoia," 
ing  school  at  Capua,  and  fled  to  the  crater  of  Vesuvius,  '3"''  "■'^■ 
neat  Naples.  The  fugitives  were  soon  joined  by  great  numbers  of 
runaway  slaves,  outlaws,  and  poverty-stricken  peasants.  At  the 
head  of  seventy  thousand  men,  Spartacus  thrice  defeated  the  Ro- 
man am)ies,  and  then,  bent  on  plunder  and  revenge,  ranged  almost 
at  will  throughout  southern  Italy.     He  even  threatened  the  city  of 


414  The  Downfall  of  the  Republic 

Rome.  It  required  the  generalship  of  Crassus,  supported  by  no  less 
than  six  legions,  to  crush  the  rebellion.  Pompey,  returning  from 
Spain,  caught  the  last  bands  of  the  fugitives  as  they  tried  to  escape 
into  Gaul,  and  utterly  destroyed  them.  Several  thousand  captives 
were  crucified  on  the  Appian  Way. 

From  the  north  and  from  the  south  the  two  victorious  generals 
were  now  approaching  Rome.  Both  detested  the  SuUan  constitu- 
Overthrow  ^^^^^  which  stood  in  the  way  of  their  advancement ; 
ofSuUa'8  both  had  loyal  and  devoted  armies.  Pompey  and 
legislation.  (Crassus  at  once  joined  their  forces  and  had  themselves 
elected  consuls.  Then  they  repealed  Sulla's  laws  relating  to  the 
Senate  and  allied  themselves  with  the  democratic  party. 

Pompey  was  now  the  leading  man  at  Rome.  Sovereignty  lay 
within  his  grasp.  He  might  have  ascended  the  empty  seat  of 
Pompey '8  Sulla  and  have  become  Rome's  master.  But  his  as- 
place  at  pirations  were  to  be  rather  the  first  general  and  citizen 

Rome.  Q^  ^^g  republic.     After  his  year  of  office,  he  withdrew 

to  private  life.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  a  new  danger 
summoned  him  from  honorable  retirement,  and  opened  the  way 
for  the  most  distinguished  services  of  his  career. 

One  of  those  responsibilities  of  empire  which  a  lax,  incompetent 

Senate  had  been  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  discharge,  was  the 

Pompey  and  suppression  of  piracy  throughout  the  Mediterranean. 

the  War         That  region  swarmed  with  pirates  who  sallied  forth  in 

with  the  ^  ^ 

Pirates.         squadrons,  a  hundred  vessels  strong,  preyed  on  com- 

676.0.  merce,  and  plundered  wealthy  cities  near  the  coasL 

They  even  captured  the  vessels  laden  with  grain  for  the  Roman 

market,  and  so  threatened  the  capital  city  with  famine.     In  this 

extremity,  the  people  turned  to  Pompey.     A  law  was  passed  which 

empowered  him  to  raise  all  the  money,  ships,  and  troops  necessary 

to  sweep  the  Mediterranean  of  its  marauders.     He  was  to  have  for 

three  years  absolute  sway  over  all  Roman  territory  within   fifty 

miles  of  the  sea.     Armed  with  these  mighty  powers,  which  Rome 

had  never  before  intrusted  to  a  single  man,  Pompey  fulfilled    his 
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task  quickly  and  thoroughly.     He  cleared  the  seas,  captured  the 
pirate  strongholds  in  Cilicia,  and  rcesUblished  Roman  rule  over 
that  distant  province. 
Such  brilliant  successes  marked  out  Pompey  as  the  one  best 
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fitted  to  end  the  war  with  Mithradates,  who  had  again  risen  in 
arms  against  Rome.     Pompey  received  command  of  Pompajr  and 


he  already  held.     Within  a  single   year,  Mithradates  wu,74- 
was  driven  from  his  kingdom.     The  Pontic  monarch  *3BX. 
soon  afterwards  took  his  own  life,  to  avoid  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  Romans.     His  death  removed  Roine's  most  dangerous 
antagonist  since  Hannibal. 

Pompey  now  turned  southward,  entered  Syria,  and  annexed  it 
to  the  Roman  dominions.  After  capturing  the  Temple  at  Jeru- 
salem, he  made  his  way  into  the  Holy  of  Holies,  and  marveled  at 
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this  strange  sanctuary  of  the  Jews,  where  a  bare  room,  without 
even  an  image,  was  set  aside  for  the  earthly  abode  of  Jehovah. 
Pompey  in  ^^^  *^^  eastern  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean  had  now 
Syria,  been  added  to  the  Roman  possessions.     Thus  Pom- 

64-<^B.C.  p^y  worthily  completed  Sulla's  work  in  the  East. 
When  he  returned  to  Italy,  he  brought  with  him  a  reputation  as 
the  most  successful  general  of  his  time. 

169.    Cato  and  Cicero 

We  have  seen  how  steadily  since  the  days  of  the  Gracchi  the 
Roman  state  had  been  moving  toward  the  rule  of  one  man. 
Repablican  Marius,  Sulla,  and  Pompey  each  represent  a  step  in 
leaders.  the  direction  of  monarchy.  Yet  there  were  still  able 
and  patriotic  leaders  at  Rome  who  believed  in  the  old  order  of 
things  and  tried  their  best  to  uphold  the  fast-perishing  republic. 

No  republican  statesman  was  more  devoted  to  the  constitution 
than  Cato,  called  "the  Younger,"  to  distinguish  him  from  his 
Cato  the  famous  ancestor,  Cato  the  Censor.  He  was  a 
Tounger.  thoroughly  honest  man,  stern,  vigorous,  unyielding,  in 
character  so  like  the  heroic  figures  of  an  earlier  age  that  when  he 
died  people  said  that  there  had  passed  away  **  the  last  of  the 
Romans. "  At  the  time  of  Pompey's  return,  Cato  held  a  prom- 
inent position  in  the  Senate  as  one  of  the  champions  of  that 
body  against  the  army  and  its  leaders. 

Joined  with  Cato  as  a  defender  of  the  Senate  and  the  old  order, 
was  another  man  of  greater  genius,  but  of  less  faultless  character. 
Karcus  Tul-  This  was  Cicero.  A  native  of  Arpinum,  the  same 
lias  Cicero.  Italian  town  which  had  already  given  birth  to  Marius, 
Cicero  came  to  Rome  a  youth  without  wealth  or  family  influence. 
He  made  his  way  into  Roman  society  by  his  social  and  conversa- 
tional powers  and  by  his  capacity  for  friendship.  His  mind  had 
been  carefully  trained  under  the  influence  of  Hellenic  culture ;  he 
had  traveled  and  studied  in  Greece ;  and  throughout  life  he  loved 
to  steal  away  from  the  tumult  of  the  Forum  and  the  law  courts  and 
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enjoy  the  companionship  of  his  books.  Though  the  proud  nobles 
were  inclined  to  look  down  on  him  as  a  "  new  man, "  Cicero's 
splendid  eloquence  soon  gave  him  prominence  in  the  field  of  poli- 
tics. He  ranks  in  fame  as  the  second  orator  of  antiquity,  inferior 
only  to  Demosthenes. 

Cicero  possessed  an  attractive  and  lovable  personaUty.  We 
know  him  as  a  man  of  many  friends,  as  a  faithful  husband  and  a 
devoted  father.  He  never  used  ^ 
his  gifts  or  oppor-  a^^.,  I 
tunities  to  do  harm  character  ' 
to  others,  whether  "^•^•■ 
political  foes  or  helpless  provin- 
cials. Vanity  was  a  prominent 
trait  of  Cicero's  character ; 
one  liked  better  to  hear  his  own  I 
praises  sung,  yet,  as  Plutarch  'i 
remarks,  he  never  envied  his  ^ 
rivals  their  good  fortune, 
has  been  accused  of  being  a  £ 
"trimmer"  in  politics,  because  | 
he  could'  not  take  sides  either  ^ 
with  the  extreme  democrats 
with    the  selfish  and  exclusive 

nobles.  Even  some  of  his  contemporaries  used  to  say  that  Cicero 
sat  "upon  two  stools."  The  truth  seems  to  be  that  Cicero  was 
sincerely  attached  to  the  republican  order  and  desired  to  restore 
the  good  old  days  when  the  Senate  represented  the  worth  as  well 
as  the  wealth  of  the  community.  He  believed  that  Rome  might 
yet  go  back  to  the  ideal  of  a  free  commonwealth ;  that  Roman 
citizens  could  never  accept  the  slave's  ideal  of  a  good  but  absolute 
master.  Cicero's  aims,  though  high,  were  all  too  impracticable  in 
that  corrupt  and  evil  age.  He  lived  to  witness  the  downfall  of 
the  republic,  and  to  seal  with  his  blood  his  devotion  to  the  state. 
We  may  agree  in  our  judgment  of  Cicero  with  the  words  which 
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one  of  his  bitter  enemies  pronounced  over  him — "  A  great  orator, 
and  a  man  who  loved  his  country  well.  "  * 

Cicero's  first  distinguished  service  was  the  prosecution  of  Verres, 
a  Roman  propraetor  of  Sicily.  The  career  of  Verres  in  that  island 
A  Roman  affords  a  striking  illustration  of  the  abuses  of  the  pro- 
goremor.  vincial  system.'  During  his  three  years  as  governor, 
Verres  robbed  the  Sicilians  right  and  left.  He  disposed  of  all  the 
offices  and  of  all  his  decisions  as  judge  to  the  highest  bidder. 
Sicily  was  the  granary  of  Rome ;  Verres  compelled  the  farmers 
to  give  up  the  greater  part  of  their  crops,  which  he  sold  to  swell 
his  already  enormous  fortune.  Sicily  was  filled  with  rich  and 
splendid  cities ;  Verres  plundered  them  of  their  choicest  works 
of  art  —  the  statues  and  paintings  in  the  temples,  the  gems,  vases, 
and  other  treasures  of  private  individuals.  Nothing  beautiful,  it 
was  said,  escaped  his  thieving  fingers. 

Verres  had  powerful  friends  among  the  nobles  at  Rome  and 
counted  on  his  influence  and  wealth  to  escape  punishment.  In- 
Impeach-  deed,  he  openly  boasted  that  he  had  plunder  enough 
mentof  Ver-  to  live  in  luxury,  even  though  he  had  to  surrender  two- 
res.  70  B.C.  xhirds  of  it  as  fees  to  his  lawyer  and  bribes  to  the 
jury.  But  Verres  had  not  reckoned  with  the  brilliant  young  ad- 
vocate who  took  up  the  cause  of  the  oppressed  provincials. 
Cicero  hurried  to  Sicily  and  there  collected  such  an  overwhelm- 
ing mass  of  evidence  that  the  bare  statement  of  the  facts  was 
enough  to  condemn  the  criminal.  Verres  went  into  exile.  Cicero 
became  the  head  of  the  Roman  bar.  Seven  years  later  he  was 
elected  consul. 

The  year  of  Cicero's  consulship  was  marked  by  an  event  which 
throws  a  lurid  light  on  the  conditions  of  the  time.  Lucius  Cati- 
Conspiracy  ^'^^'  ^  young  noble  of  ability,  but  bankrupt  in  charac- 
of  Catiline,  ter  and  purse,  organized  a  conspiracy  to  seize  Rome, 
^3  murder  the  magistrates,  and  plunder  the  rich.     He 

gathered  about  himself  outlaws  of  every  description,  slaves,  and 

1  Plutarch,  Cicero,  49.  a  See  pages  385-386. 
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starving  peasants — all  the  discontented  and  needy  classes  through- 
out Italy.  Catiline  entertained  no  purpose  of  reforming  society. 
He  and  his  associates  were  desperate  anarchists  who  sought  to 
restore  their  own  broken  fortunes  by  overturning  the  government. 
Since  no  regular  police  force  for  keeping  order  existed  in  Italy, 
the  conspiracy  constituted  a  grave  danger  to  the  republic. 

The  spread  of  the  insurrection  was  checked  by  Cicero's  vigor- 
ous measures.  In  a  series  of  famous  speeches  he  exposed  Cati- 
line's plans  to  the  astounded  Senate.  Catiline  was  in  cicero  and 
the  Senate-house  and  listened  to  Cicero's  first  oration  CatUine. 
against  him,  but  when  he  attempted  to  reply,  the  angry  senators 
drowned  his  voice  with  cries  of  "  Traitor."  The  arch  conspirator 
then  fled  to  his  camp  in  Etruria,  and  shortly  afterwards  perished 
in  battle  with  three  thousand  of  his  followers.  Catiline's  accom- 
plices in  the  city  were  arrested,  and  on  Cicero's  motion  were  put 
to  death  without  trial.  Cicero  now  gained  fresh  popularity  and 
honor.  The  citizens  called  him  "  Father  of  his  country  "  {Pafer 
Pafn'a).  "If  you  have  saved  the  republic  abroad,"  he  said  to 
Pompey  on  the  latter's  return  from  Asia,  "I  have  saved  it  at 
home." 

160.  The  First  Triumvirate :  Pompey,  Crassus,  and  Csesar, 

60  B.C. 

Pompey  reached  Rome  in  62  B.C.,  the  year  after  the  conspiracy 
of  Catiline.  His  enemies  called  him  the  "  New  Sulla,"  and  feared 
that  he  might  march  on  the  city  and  start  another  Pompeyin 
proscription.  This  simple-minded  soldier,  however,  Rome, 
had  no  intention  of  playing  the  tyrant.  He  dismissed  his  legions, 
and  presented  himself  as  a  private  citizen  for  the  honors  he  had 
so  justly  earned.  But  the  Senate  distrusted  Pompey,  and,  acting 
on  the  advice  of  Cato,  refused  either  to  confirm  his  acts  in  the 
East  or  to  reward  his  veterans  with  grants  of  land  and  money. 
By  treating  Pompey  thus  ungenerously,  the  Senate  converted  him 
into  its  enemy,  when  he  would  have  preferred  to  be  its  friend. 
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Pompey  now  went  over  to  the  democratic  party.  With  its  two 
Fomuitioii  leaders,  Crassus  and  Julius  Caesar,  he  formed  an  alli- 
of  the  First  ance  called  the  First  Triumvirate.  To  this  "  ring  " 
TriamTirate.  pompey  contributed  his  military  reputation,  Crassus, 
his  unlimited  wealth,  and  Caesar,  his  influence  over  the  Roman  mob. 
Supported  both  by  the  people  and  by  the  army,  these  three  men 
were  really  masters  of  Rome. 

One  of  the  first  results  of  the  First  Triumvirate  was  the  election 
of  Caesar,  its  youngest  member,  to  the  consulship.  Gaius  Julius 
jy^  ^  Caesar  belonged  to  an  ancient  patrician  family.     His 

Qaius  Julias  father,  however,  had  favored  the  democratic  cause, 
Casar.  ^^^  j^j^  ^^^^  ^^^  married  no  less  a  personage  than  the 

great  Marius.  Having  escaped  the  Sullan  proscriptions,  Caesar  threw 
himself  with  energy  into  the  game  of  politics  at  the  capital  city. 
In  these  early  years  the  future  statesman  seems  to  have  been  a 
demagogue  of  the  usual  type,  who  sought  through  the  favor  of  the 
people  a  rapid  rise  to  power.  He  won  the  ear  of  the  multitude  by 
his  fiery  harangues,  his  bribes  of  money,  his  gifts  of  food  and 
public  shows.  Caesar's  expenditures  for  such  purposes  were  enor- 
mous. Before  he  was  twenty-four,  he  had  spent  all  his  private 
fortune.  Henceforth  he  was  "financed"  by  the  millionaire 
Crassus,  who  lent  him  the  money  now  so  necessary  for  a  successful 
career  as  a  politician.  During  Pompey 's  absence  in  the  East, 
Caesar  rose  rapidly  through  the  offices,  serving  as  curule  aedile, 
quaestor,  and  praetor.  A  year  in  Spain  as  governor  enabled  him 
to  wring  from  the  provincials  enough  money  to  pay  his  debts.  He 
then  returned  to  Rome  in  season  to  join  the  First  Triumvirate. 

161.   Caesar  and  the  Conquest  of  Gaul,  68-60  B.C. 
Caesar  was  ambitious.     He  aimed  to  secure  an  eminent  position 
Caesar  eov-     ^"  ^^  Roman  state.     The  careers  of  Sulla  and  Pompey 
ernor  of  taught  him  that  the  road  to  power  lay  through  a  mili- 

Gaul.sSB.c.  jg^j.y  command  which  would  furnish  an  army  devoted 
to  his  personal  fortunes.     In  58  b.c,  at  the  close  of  his  consulship, 
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Caesar  obtained  the  proconsulship  of  Rome's  two  Gallic  provinces 
and  Illyricum.  The  next  eight  years  were  devoted  to  his  remarkable 
campaigns  against  the  barbarian  peoples  of  western  Europe. 

Before  the  days  of  Csesar,  Rome  had  already  subjugated  a  part 
of  the  territory  inhabited  by  Gallic  tribes.'  Little  by  little,  she 
had  gained  from 
them  the  valley  of 
the  Po  and  had  con- 
verted Thoitna- 
this  re-  ^'™  ^  Gaol, 
gion  into  Cisal- 
pine Gaul.  Subse- 
quendy,  that  part  of 
Transalpine  Gaul 
between  the  Alps 
and  the  Pyrenees 
had  been  formed 
into  the  province  of 
Narbonensis.'  Be- 
yond this  district, 

as  far  northward  as  _  _ 

the   Rhine,   were 

many  tribes  of  still  unconquered  Gauls.  Contact  with  the  Romans 
was  bringing  to  them  the  rudiments  of  civilization.  But  the  Ger- 
manic peoples  who  dwelt  across  the  Rhine  were  fierce  barbarians 
whose  inroads  now,  as  in  the  days  of  Marius,  threatened  the  Roman 
state. 

The  story  of  his  career  in  Gaul  has  been  related  by  Caesar  him- 
self in  the  famous  Commentaries.     This  book  describes  a  series  of 
military  successes  which  have  given  the  author  a  place  (;j„,gj., 
among   the  world's  generals.     Csesar  overran  Trans-   cBmpaigni, 
alpine  Gaul,    twice   bridged  the  Rhine  and  invaded  S**»  ^■^■ 
Germany,  made  two  expeditions  to  Britain,  and  brought  w'thin 

1  See  pages  364,  378.         ^  Commonly  known  as  T»i  Provinci  (modem,  Provmct). 
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the  Roman  dominions  all  the  territory  bounded  by  the  Pyrenees, 
th^  Alps,  the  Rhine,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

In  the  year  52  B.C.,  when  Caesar  might  have  believed  his  work 
in  Gaul  was  done,  he  had  to  confront  the  most  perilous  situation 
Revolt  of  ^°  ^^^  entire  career.  The  Gauls,  under  their  youthful 
the  Gauls,  leader  Vercingetorix,  made  one  final  effort  to  drive 
5^  back  the  invaders.     After  severe  fighting,  the  Gallic 

troops  were  shut  up  in  Alesia  and  starved  into  submission.  Their 
brave  general  offered  himself  as  a  sacrifice  for  them.  Caesar 
spared  their  lives  but  carried  Vercingetorix  off  to  Rome.  The 
conqueror  kept  him  in  a  dungeon  for  six  long  years,  then  paraded 
him  through  the  Roman  streets  in  triumph,  then  had  him  strangled. 
But  Vercingetorix  is  still  remembered  —  he  is  the  first  national 
hero  of  France.^ 

Caesar's  conquests  in  Gaul  are  more  than  a  chapter  in  the  history 
of  the  art  of  war.  They  belong  to  the  history  of  civilization.  After 
Romaniza-  ^^^  victory  at  Alesia,  the  frontier  of  prehistoric  Europe 
tion  of  Gaul,  retreated  rapidly  to  the  north.  The  map  of  the  ancient 
civilized  world  widened  from  the  Mediterranean  basin  to  the  shores 
of  the  Atlantic.  Into  the  conquered  lands  came  the  Latin  language, 
the  Roman  law,  the  customs  and  institutions  of  Rome.  Gaul 
speedily  became  one  of  the  most  flourishing  parts  of  the  Roman 
world.  "  Let  the  Alps  sink,"  exclaimed  Cicero,  "  the  gods  raised 
them  to  shelter  Italy  from  the  barbarians,  but  now  they  are  no 
longer  needed." 

162.    Civil  War  between  Pompey  and  Caesar 

During  Caesar's  long  absence  in  Gaul,  the  powerful  though 
unofficial  alliance,  called    the    First   Triumvirate,  was  Suddenly 

1  In  1865  a  colossal  bronze  statue  of  Vercingetorix  was  set  up  on  the  hill  over- 
looking the  little  French  town  of  Alise-Sainte-Reine,  the  site  of  ancient  Alesia. 
Excavations  made  in  the  neighborhood  have  revealed  remains  of  the  Roman  for- 
tifications, together  with  a  great  number  of  weapons  and  coins,  the  latter  all  bearing 
dates  previous  to  52  B.C.  The  workmen  have  also  uncovered  several  deep  trenches 
which  were  dug  nearly  two  thousand  years  ago  by  Caesar's  legionaries. 
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ended  by  the  death  of  one  of  its  members.     It  had  been  a  part  of 

their  bargain  in  dividing  the  Roman  world  that  Crassus  should 

have  the  government  of  Syria.     But  this  unlucky  gen- 
Defeat  of 
eral,  while  aspiring  to  rival  Caesar's  exploits  by  new  crassusat 

conquests  beyond  the  Euphrates,  lost  his  army  and  Carrhae, 

<3  B  C 

his  life  in  battle  with  the  Parthians.     Besides  checking  ^    *  ' 

the  extension  of  the  Roman  arms  in  the  remote  East,  the  disaster 

at  Carrhae  had  its  effect  on  Roman  politics.     It  dissolved  the 

triumvirate,  and  prepared  the  way  for  that  rivalry  between  Caesar 

and  Pompey  which  formed  the  next  step  in  the  downward  course 

of  the  republic. 

With  Crassus  dead  and  Caesar  far  away  in  Gaul,  Pompey  was 

again  the  foremost  man  at  Rome.     Though  at  this  time  proconsul 

of  Spain,  he  still  remained  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Growing 

capital,  where  he  could  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the  opp<»»*io«' 

between 
actions  of  his  brilliant  colleague.     The  two  men  were  pompey  and 

now  rapidly  drawing  apart.     The  death  of  Pompey's  Caaar. 

wife,  who  was  Caesar's  daughter,  had  severed  the  only  personal 

bond  which  united  them.     Pompey  grew  more  and  more  jealous 

of  Caesar  and  more  and  more  fearful  that  the  latter  was  aiming  at 

despotic   power.     He  himself  had    no    desire    to    be    king   or 

dictator.     He  was  equally  determined  that  Caesar  should   not 

gain  such  a  position.     In  this  attitude  he  had  the  full  support  of 

Cato  and  Cicero,  and  of  the  other  members  of  the  Senate.  They  now 

realized  that  the  real  danger  to  the  state  was  Caesar,  not  Pompey. 

Under  these  circumstances  an  open  rupture  could  not  be  long 

delayed.     Caesar's  command  in  Gaul  was  to  expire  in  49  b.c. 

The  senatorial  party  desired  that  he  should  return  to 

Cssar  de- 
Rome   without  an  army.     His  opponents  made  no  clareswar 

secret  of  their  intention  to  prosecute  him  when  he  ontherepub- 
became  a  private  citizen.     Caesar  had  no  inclination    ^^'  ^    '  * 
to  trust  himself  to  their  tender  mercies,  and  refused  to  disband 
his  legions  unless  his  rival  did  the  same.     Finally  the  Senate, 
conscious  of  Pompey's  support,  ordered  him  to  lay  down  his  arms 
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on  pain  of  outlawry.  Caesar  replied  to  this  challenge  of  the 
Senate  by  leading  his  troops  across  the  Rubicon,  the  little  stream 
that  separated  Cisalpine  Gaul  from  Italy.  As  he  plunged  into  the 
river,  he  exclaimed,  "  The  die  is  cast "  ^  He  had  now  declared 
war  against  the  republic. 

Caesar's  bold  movement  caught  the  senatorial  party  unawares. 
Pompey  could  not  gather  his  legions  before  his  audacious  foe 
Casar  mas-  ^^^^^^^  Rome.  Finding  it  impossible  to  make  a 
ter  of  the       stand  in   Italy,  Pompey,  with  the  consuls  and  many 

••*•  senators,  withdrew  to  Greece.     Caesar  did  not  follow 

him  at  once.  He  hurried  to  Spain,  and  after  a  brilliant  campaign  ^ 
only  six  weeks  in  length,  broke  down  the  republican  resistance  in 
that  peninsula.  To  the  soldiers  whom  he  captured  he  gave  the 
choice  of  serving  under  him  or  departing  in  freedom.  Such 
clemency  surprised  the  world  almost  as  much  as  his  generalship. 
Having  now  secured  Italy  and  Spain,  Caesar  was  able  to  turn  his 
forces  against  Pompey  in  the  East. 

The  final  battle  took  place  on  the  plain  of  Pharsalus  in 
Thessaly.  Pompey's  troops,  though  nearly  twice  as  numerous 
Battle  of  ^  Caesar's,  were  defeated  after  a  severe  struggle. 
Pharsalus,  Their  great  leader  then  fled  to  Egypt,  only  to  be 
48  B.C.  foully  murdered  by  those  who  feared  a  dead  Pompey 

less  than  a  living  Caesar.  Pompey's  head  was  sent  to  Caesar,  but  he 
turned  from  it  with  horror.  Such  was  the  end  of  an  honest  man 
and  an  able  general,  one  who  should  have  lived  two  hundred  years 
earlier,  when  the  ancient  Roman  virtues  still  met  their  reward. 

After  Pharsalus,  there  still  remained  several  years  of  fighting 

before  Caesar's  victory  was  complete.      Egypt  and  Asia  Minor 

each  required  a  campaign.     In  Egypt,  the  reigning 
Csesar  iB 
Egypt  and      ^^^S  ^^^  deposed  his  wife  Cleopatra.     By  restoring 

Asia  Minor,  her  to  the  throne,  Caesar  brought  Egypt  into  depend- 
^^^  *  *  ence  on  Rome,  In  the  course  of  this  contest, 
Caesar  fired  the  Egyptian  fleet.      The  flames  also  consumed  a 

1  Suetonius,  Julius  Carar,  32. 
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large  part  of  the  Alexandrian  Library' — a  loss  to  the  world  which 
can  never  be  repaired.  On  his  way  back  to  Italy,  Csesar  passed 
through  Asia  Minor  and  crushed  Pharnaces,  an  ambitious  son  of 
Mithradates,  who  had  been  stirring  up  revolt.  The  conqueror 
sent  tidings  of  his  victory  in  a  laconic  dispatch, 
"  I  came,  I  saw,  I  conquered." ' 

Resistance  to  Caesar  was  not  yet  over.    The 
friends  of  the  old  order  made  their  last  sUnd 
in  Africa.    They  were  crushed  in  q^^^  j„ 
a  great  battle  at  Thapsus.     Cato  Africa, 
the  Younger,*  Casar's  bitterest  foe,  *^  ^■''' 
was  then  in  command  at  Utica.     Learning 
that  all  was  lost,  Cato  determined  not  to  sur- 
vive the  Roman  Republic.     He  read  twice 
through  Plato's  celebrated  dialogue,  the  Pheede, 
on  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  then,  Stoic  that 

he  was,  calmly  stabbed  himself     His  death 

,        .,  ,     ,  ,,,,.,.,  Gaius  Julius  C«SAR 

may  be  said  to  mark  the  end  of  the  liberties  of 

DHiuh  Mui«um,  London 

Rome.    Ciesar  now  returned  home  to  crown 

his  exploits  by  a  series  of  splendid  triumphs,  and  to  enjoy  less 

than  two  years  of  untrammeled  power. 

163.  The  Rule  of  Ceesar,  46-44  B.C. 
The  task  which  Caesar  faced  was  no  easy  one.  It  had  come 
upon  him  suddenly.  He  had  not  planned  to  wreck  the  republic 
He  had  entered  on  the  Civil  War  with  reluctance,  caMTM* 
as  the  only  alternative  to  political  rain.  Its  conclu-  "tataBinaii. 
sion  found  him  sole  master  of  the  Roman  state.  He  was  no 
Sulla,  voluntarily  to  relinquish  the  power  gained  after  such  a 
struggle.  Nor,  like  Sulla,  did  he  intend  merely  to  patch  up  once 
more  the  worn-out  republican  constitution.  Caesar  saw  clearly 
that  the  time  was  ripe  for  wholesale  changes  in  the  Roman  state. 
Hitherto  we  have  met  in  CEBsar  a  successful   politician  and   an 

ISeep^^  990.       '  Veni,vi4i,vici  I^MtAorAvs.  Julius Coiar.yj),      'See  page  416. 
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unrivaled  soldier.  Now  we  shall  find  in  him  a  broad-minded 
statesman  whose  mission  it  was  to  lay  the  enduring  foundations 
of  imperial  rule. 

The  new  government  Caesar  brought  into  being  was  a  monarchy 
in  all  except  name.  He  became  dictator  for  life,  and  held  other 
Powers  and  republican  offices,  such  as  the  consulship  and  censor- 
position  of  ship.  He  refused  the  title  of  king,  but  accepted  as 
c»8ar.  ^  ^|yjj  magistrate  the  name  of  imperaiory  with  which 

the  soldiers  had  been  wont  to  salute  a  victorious  general.  Though 
he  abolished  none  of  the  old  republican  forms,  the  Senate  be- 
came simply  his  advisory  council,  the  assemblies,  his  submissive 
agents,  the  consuls,  prsetors,  and  tribunes,  his  pliant  tools.  The 
laurel  wreath,  the  triumphal  dress,  the  conqueror's  scepter  —  all 
proclaimed  the  autocrat. 

Caesar  used  his  power  wisely  and  well.  No  proscriptions  or 
confiscations  sullied  his  victory.  He  treated  his  former  foes  with 
Character  of  clemency  and  even  with  kindness.  He  preferred  to 
Caesar's  rule  over  a  contented  and  happy  people.  No  sooner 
"*^**  was  domestic  tranquillity  assured  than,  with  restless 

energy,  he  entered  on  a  series  of  far-reaching  reforms. 

Caesar's  measures  sought  to  remove  the  economic  evils  which 
a  century  of  discord  had  made  so  manifest.  By  restricting  the 
Reforms  at  "^^^^^^X  distribution  of  grain  to  those  actually  in  need, 
Rome  and  he  tried  to  discourage  the  public  charity  which  was 
in  Italy.  making  the  capital  city  a  paradise  for  the  idle  and  the 
shiftless.  By  planning  great  colonies  beyond  the  sea,  notably  at 
Corinth  and  Carthage,  he  sought  to  provide  farms  for  the  landless 
citizens  of  Italy.  Other  measures  aimed,  with  less  success,  at  the 
revival  of  Italian  agriculture.  His  active  mind  even  found  time 
for  such  matters  as  the  codification  of  Roman  law,  the  construc- 
tion of  great  public  works,  and  the  improvement  of  the  coinage 
and  the  calendar.^ 

1  Before  Caesar's  reform  (46  B.C.)  the  Roman  year  consisted  of  12  months  and 
355  days.    As  this  lunar  year,  like  that  of  the  Greeks,  was  shorter  than  the  solar 
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Cassar's  reforms  in  the  provinces  had  an  epoch-making  char- 
acter.   That  device  for  legalized  robbery^  known  as  the  provincial 
system,  was  made  over.     He  reduced  taxes,  lessened  p^,u^ 
the  burden  of  their  collection,  and  took  into  his  own  toward  the 
hands    the    appointment    of  provincial  magistrates.  P'®^^<^*- 
Henceforth  oppressive  governors  and  swindling  publicans  had  to 
expect  swift,  stern  punishment  from  one  whose  interests  included 
the  welfare  of  both  citizens  and  subjects.     By  granting  Roman 
citizenship  to  communities  in  Gaul  and  Sicily,  he  indicated  his 
purpose,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to  convert  the  provincials  into 
Romans.     It  was  Caesar's  aim  to  break  down  the  barriers  between 
Rome  and  her  provinces,  to  wipe  out  the  distinction  between  the 
conquerors  and  the  conquered. 

Caesar  did  not  live  to  complete  his  task.     Like  that  other 
colossal  figure,  Alexander  the  Great,  he  perished  before  his  work 
as  a  statesman  had  hardly  more  than  begun.     On  the  Afiassina- 
Ides  of  March,  44  B.C.,  he  was  struck  down  in  the  tionof  €«»- 
Senate-house  by  the  daggers  of  a  group  of  envious  *"'  ^      ' 
and  irreconcilable  nobles,  headed  by  Cassius  and  Brutus.     He  fell 
at  the  foot  of  Pompey's  statue,  pierced  with  no  less  than  twenty- 
three  wounds.     His  body  was  burnt  on  a  pyre  in  the  Forum,^ 
and  his  friend,  Antony,  pronounced  the  funeral  eulogy.    On  the 
night  before  the  assassination,  Caesar  had  been  dining  with  friends. 
The  guests  began  to  talk  of  death,  and  the  question  being  asked, 
"  What  kind  of  death  is  the  best  ? "    Caesar  answered,  "  That 
which  is  least  expected."  * 

year,  it  had  been  necessary  to  intercalate  an  additional  month,  of  varying  length,  in 
every  alternate  year.  Caesar  adopted  the  more  accurate  Egyptian  calendar  of  365 
days,  and  instituted  the  system  of  leap  years.  His  rearrangement  made  the  year 
II  minutes,  14  seconds  too  long.  By  1582  this  difference  had  amoimted  to  nearly 
10  days.  Pope  Gregory  XIII  modified  the  "Julian  Calendar"  by  calling  Oct.  5, 
1582,  Oct.  15,  and  continuing  the  count  10  days  in  advance.  This  Gregorian  cal- 
endar was  adopted  by  Great  Britain  in  1752,  and  subsequently  by  other  Protestant 
countries.  It  has  not  won  acceptance  in  Russia  and  Greece.  The  difference  between 
the  two  systems  —  the  Old  Style  and  the  New  Style  —  is  now  about  13  days. 

1  The  altar  which  marked  the  site  of  the  funeral  pyre  has  recently  been  discovered. 

^  Suetonius,  Julius  Casar,  87, 
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In  the  light  of  all  the  possibilities  of  beneficent  government 

which  Csesar  was  revealing,  his  cowardly  murder  be- 
C0BS6- 
qoences  of      comes  one  of  the  most  stupendous  follies  recorded  in 

CaMar'8         history.     Caesar's  death  could  not  restore  the  republic. 

®*    *  It  served  only  to  prolong  disorder  and  strife  within  the 

Roman  state.    As  Cicero  himself  said,  hearing  the  news,  '*  The 

tyrant  is  dead ;  the  tyranny  still  lives." 

164.    Antony  and  Octaviany  44-31  B.C. 

The  murderers  of  Caesar  called  themselves  the  "  liberators  *'  of 

the  republic.    They  thought  all  Rome  would  applaud  their  deed, 

but  the  contrary  was  true.     The  senatorial  order  re- 
Antony 
becomes         mained  lukewarm.     The  people,  instead  of  flocking  to 

C98ar*8  their  support,  mourned  the  loss  of  a  friend  and  bene- 
sacceasor.  factor.  Soon  the  conspirators  found  themselves  in 
great  peril.  Caesar's  friend  and  lieutenant,  Marcus  Antonius  (An- 
tony) ,  who  became  sole  consul  after  Caesar's  death,  quickly  made 
himself  master  of  the  situation.  Brutus  and  Cassius  were  forced  to 
withdraw  to  the  provinces  which  had  been  previously  assigned  to 
them  by  Caesar,  leaving  Antony  to  rule  Rome  as  his  successor. 

Antony's  hope  of  reigning  supreme  before  long  was  disturbed  by 
the  appearance  of  a  new  rival.  Caesar,  in  his  will,  had  made  his 
A  rival  in  grandnephew,  Octavian,*  his  heir.  He  now  came  to 
the  young  Rome  to  claim  the  inheritance.  In  that  sickly, 
Octavian.  studious  youth  people  did  not  at  first  recognize  the 
masterful  personality  he  was  soon  to  exhibit.  They  rather  re- 
echoed Cicero's  sentiment  that "  the  young  man  was  to  be  praised, 
complimented,  and  got  rid  of." '  But  Octavian  easily  made  him- 
self a  power,  winning  the  populace  by  paying  Caesar's  legacies  to 
them,  and  conciliating  the  senatorial  party  by  siding  with  it 
against  Antony.  Men  now  began  to  talk  of  Octavian  as  the 
destined  restorer  of  the  republic. 

1  His  name  was  Octavius.  but  after  his  adoption  by  Caesar  he  called  himself 
Gains  Julius  Caesar  Octavianus.  ^  Cicero,  l^tUrs,  xi,  ao. 
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Octavian,  however,  entertained  other  designs.     He  had  never 
been  sincere  in  his  support  of  the  Senate,  and  the  distrustful 
p)olicy  of  that  body  soon  converted  him  into  an  active  xheSacond 
foe.      From   fighting   Antony,   Octavian    turned    to  TriiunTii- 
alliance  with  him.     The  two  antagonists  made  up  their  **•'  ^  ^'^' 
differences,  and  with  Lepidus,  one  of  Csesar*s  lieutenants,  as  a  third 
ally,  marched  on  Rome  at  the  head  of  their  legions.    The  city  fell 
again  under  military  rule.  The  three  men  then  united  in  the  Second 
Triumvirate  with  full  authority  to  govern  and  reorganize  the  state. 

The  advent  of  this  new  tyranny  was  signalized  by  a  proscription 
almost  as  bloody  as  Sulla's.  Cicero,  who  had  won  the  hatred  of 
Antony  by  his  fiery  speeches  against  him,  was  the  most  a  proscrip- 
illustrious  victim.  The  old  statesman  made  only  a  **<«• 
feeble  effort  to  escape,  and  when  the  assassins  came,  met  his  end 
with  a  fine  courage.  Over  two  thousand  persons,  mainly  men  of 
high  rank,  were  slain.  The  triumvirs  by  this  massacre  firmly 
established  their  rule  at  Rome  and  in  the  West. 

In  the  East,  where  Brutus  and  Cassius  had  gathered  a  formidable 
force,  the  triumvirs  were  not  to  win  without  a  struggle.     It  took 
place  on  the  great  plain  of  Philippi  in  Macedonia.  Battle*  of 
The  double  battle  fought  there  was  the  most  consider-  Philippi. 
able  in  Roman  history  up  to  this  time.     It  ended  in  the  ^  ^*^* 
suicide  of  the  republican  leaders  and  the  dispersal  of  their  troops. 
This  was  the  last  attempt  to  restore  the  republic  by  force  of  arms. 

166.    Ciyll  War  between  Antony  and  Octavian 

Though  the  republic  had  been  overthrown,  it  remained  to  be 
seen  who  would  be  master  of  the  new  empire,  Antony  or  Octa- 
vian.    The  triumvirate  lasted  for  more  than  ten  years,  Diyigjou  ^^ 
but  during  this  period  the  incompetent  Lepidus  was  the  Roman 
set  aside  by  his  stronger  colleagues.     The  two  remain-  ^®'^** 
ing  members  then  divided  between  them  the  Roman  world.     Oc- 
tavian took  Italy  and  the  West ;  Antony  took  the  East,  with  Alex- 
andria as  his  capital. 
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In  the  western  half  of  the  empire  Octavian  ruled  quietly  and 
with  success.  Men  were  already  congratulating  themselves  on  the 
OctaTianin  return  of  peace  under  a  second  Caesar.  In  a  few 
the  West,  years  Octavian,  from  an  obscure  boy  of  eighteen,  had 
grown  to  be  one  of  the  most  powerful  personalities  of  his  age. 

In  the  eastern  half  of  the  empire  things  did  not  go  so  well. 
Antony  was  clever,  but  fond  of  luxury  and  vice.  He  had  married 
Antony  in  *  sister  of  Octavian,  but  he  soon  grew  tired  of  her  and 
the  Ea«t.  put  her  away  for  the  fascinating  Cleopatra.*  The  Ro- 
man world  was  startled  by  tidings  that  she  had  been  proclaimed 
"  queen  of  kings,"  and  that  to  her  and  her  sons  had  been  given 
the  richest  provinces  in  the  East.  It  was  even  rumored  that  Cleo- 
patra, having  enslaved  Antony  with  her  charms,  planned  to  be 
enthroned  as  queen  at  Rome. 

Antony's  disgraceful  conduct  aroused  the  Roman  people. 
They  willingly  followed  Octavian  to  a  war  against  one  who  seemed 
Battle  of  ^  national  enemy.  A  naval  battle  in  the  Bay  of  Actium, 
Actinm,  on  the  coast  of  Epirus,  decided  the  issue.*  The  fight 
31  B.C.  hardly  had  begun  before  Cleopatra  and  Antony  sailed 

away,  leaving  their  fleet  to  take  care  of  itself.  Octavian  pursued 
the  infatuated  pair  into  Egypt.  Antony  committed  suicide,  and 
Cleopatra,  rather  than  be  led  a  captive  in  a  Roman  triumph,  fol- 
lowed his  example.  With  the  death  of  Cleopatra  the  famous  dy- 
nasty of  the  Ptolemies  •  came  to  an  end.  Egypt  henceforth  formed 
a  province  of  the  Roman  Empire. 

Octavian,  on  his  return  to  Rome,  enjoyed  the  honors  of  a  three 
days'  triumph.  As  the  grand  parade  moved  along  the  Sacred  Way 
The  triumph  through  the  Forum,  and  thence  to  the  Temple  of  Jupi- 
of  Octavian.  ter  on  the  Capitoline,  men  noted  that  the  magistrates, 
instead  of  heading  the  procession  as  was  the  custom,  followed  in 


1  See  page  424. 

>  Actium  was  the  only  important  sea  fight  since  the  First  Punic  War,  as  well  as 
the  last  of  much  consequence  until  well  along  in  the  Middle  Ages. 
•  See  page  a8i. 
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the  conqueror's  train.    It  was  a  significant  change.    Octavian,  not 
the  magistrates  of  Rome^  now  ruled  the  Roman  world. 

166.    The  End  of  an  Epoch 

The  battle  of  Actium  and  the  accession  of  Octavian  to  supreme 
power  brought  the  most  famous  period  in  Roman  history  to  a  close. 
During  this  time  of  storm  and  stress,  Rome  produced  cjj^ji^cter  of 
some  of  her  ablest  generals,  some  of  her  wisest  states-  the  period, 
men.  The  two  Gracchi,  Marius,  Sulla,  Cicero,  Cato,  ^3^^^  B.C. 
Pompey,  and  Julius  Cassar  are  numbered  with  the  foremost  men 
of  antiquity.  During  this  time,  also,  the  foreign  and  the  domestic 
affairs  of  Rome  presented  alike  an  absorbing  interest  Externally, 
it  was  a  question  whether  the  great  dominion  built  up  about  the 
Mediterranean  should  survive  intact  or  be  parceled  out,  in  the 
West  among  the  barbarians,  in  the  East  among  Oriental  monarchs. 
From  that  fate  the  arms  of  Marius  and  Caesar,  Sulla  and  Pompey 
wrought  deliverance.  Internally,  it  was  a  question  whether  repub- 
lican institutions  should  endure,  or  be  merged  into  the  broader, 
stabler  fabric  of  imperial  rule.  The  one-man  power,  established 
by  Julius  Csesar  and  afterwards  confirmed  and  strengthened  by 
Octavian,  furnished  the  answer  to  this  second  question. 

The  republic,  indeed,  was  doomed.  A  hundred  years  of  dis- 
sension and  civil  warfare  proclaimed  clearly  enough  the  failure 
of  the  old  order.  Rome  was  a  city-state  suddenly  Doom  of  the 
called  to  the  responsibilities  of  universal  rule.  Both  repubUc. 
the  machinery  of  her  government  and  the  morals  of  her  people 
were  inadequate  for  so  huge  a  task.  The  gradual  revolution  which 
changed  this  Roman  city-state  into  imperial  Rome,  judged  by  its 
results,  is  perhaps  the  most  momentous  movement  in  the  annals 
of  mankind.    Let  us  summarize  its  course. 

At  the  opening  of  this  period  we  found  Roman  society  corrupted 
and  enfeebled  as  the  result  of  foreign  conquests.  We  learned 
how  supreme  power  more  and  more  tended  to  settle  in  the  hands 
of  a  narrow  oligarchy  —  the  senatorial  nobility.     Its  dishonesty 
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and  weakness  soon  led  to  efforts  at  reform.     The  attempts  of  the 

Gracchi  to  overthrow  the  Senate's  position  and  restore  popular 

sovereignty  ended  in  disaster.    Then,  in  quick  suc- 
SttDmiAry 
of  the  revo-    cession,  arose  a  series  of  military  leaders  who  aimed 

lationary  to  secure  by  the  sword  what  could  no  longer  be  ob- 
moyemen .  ^^j^^^j  through  constitutional  and  legal  means.  Ma- 
rius,  a  great  general,  but  no  politician,  could  only  break  down  and 
destroy.  Sulla,  a  sincere  but  narrow-minded  statesman,  could  do 
no  more  than  prop  up  the  already  tottering  structure  of  senatorial 
rule.  Pompey  soon  undid  that  work  and  left  the  constitution 
to  become  again  the  sport  of  rival  soldiers.  Caesar,  triumphing 
over  Pompey,  gained  a  position  of  unchallenged  supremacy. 
Temporarily  interrupted  by  Caesar's  sudden  death,  imperial  p)ower 
was  permanently  restored  in  the  person  of  Octavian.  Thus  one 
century  sufficed  to  destroy  the  republic. . 

But  the  Romans  were  not  yet  an  old  and  worn-out  people.  On 
the  ruins  of  the  old  republican  order  it  was  still  possible  to  build  up 

a  new  imperial  system  in  which  good  government, 
Thd  fntiixe. 

peace,  and  prosperity  should  prevail  for  more  than 

two  hundred  years.     During  this  period,  as  we  shall  soon  learn, 

Rome  accomplished  her  real,  her  enduring  work,  for  civilization. 

167.    Latin  Literature  under  the  Later  Republic 

The  stirring  times  of  the  last  century  of  the  republic  are  re- 
markable for  the  rapid  development  of  Latin  literature.  Its  be- 
Rise  of  ginnings  go  back  to  the  middle  of  the  third  century 

Latin  Utera-  B.C.,  when  some  knowledge  of  the  Greek  language  be- 
^^•*  came  increasingly  common  at  Rome.      The  earlier 

writers  did  little  original  work,  and  usually  were  content  to  trans- 
late and  adapt  the  productions  of  Greek  authors  for  Roman  audi- 
ences. 

The  first  Latin  author  whose  works  have  reached  us  in  something 
like  their  original  form  and  extent  was  the  playwright  Plautus. 
His  comedies  were  derived  entirely  from  Greek  sources.     He 
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found  his  model,  however,  not  in  the  political  comedy  as  repre- 
sented by  Aristophanes/  but  in  the  even  more  popular  Greek  plays 
which  were  composed  in  the  fourth  century  by  the  sue-  conj^i^g 
cessors  of  that  famous  dramatist.  This  later  Greek  com-  of  Plantus, 
edy  has  almost  entirely  perished,  but  from  its  survivals  ^"^**  ®'^* 
in  the  works  of  Plautus  we  can  see  that  i\  resembled  our  own  comic 
drama  in  dealing  with  social  life  and  popular  manners.  The  pic- 
ture, we  may  hope,  was  overdrawn,  for  Plautus'  plays  are  full  of 
most  unpleasing  characters  —  braggart  and  cowardly  soldiers,  ex- 
travagant wives,  and  lying,  thievish  children.  Plautus  is  not  a  really 
great  author,  but  his  productions  are  lively  and  interesting. 

A  poet  of  finer  talent  than  Plautus  was  his  successor,  Terence. 
He,  too,  writes  as  an  Athenian,  describing  Greek  scenes  in  the  Latin 
language,  but  his  work  is  characterized  by  a  grace  of 

style  and  delicacy  of  treatment  quite  foreign  to  the  ^^™*"** 

ox  X  crcuCOi 

earlier  playwright.    With  Terence,  Roman  comedy  as  X85-X59  B.C. 
a  form  of  literature  concludes  its  brief  course. 

The  Romans,  during  this  period,  were  gradually  discovering  the 
capabilities  of  their  language  for  prose  composition.  The  repub- 
lican institutions  of  Rome,  like  those  of  Athens,  were  Prose  com- 
highly  favorable  to  the  art  of  public  speaking.  It  was  position, 
the  development  of  oratory  which  did  most  to  mold  the  Latin  lan- 
guage into  fitness  for  the  varied  forms  of  prose.  One  of  the 
first  works  of  Latin  prose  is  a  treatise  on  agriculture  written  by 
the  orator  and  statesman,  Cato  the  Censor.  Cato  died  at  the 
middle  of  the  second  century  B.C.  After  him  nearly  seventy-five 
years  elapsed  before  Latin  prose  was  matured  and  perfected  by 
the  genius  of  Cicero. 

Cicero  holds  an  unique  place  among  Roman  authors.     Writers 
before  him  have  only  an  historical  interest.     He  is  the  first  Roman 
author  whose  works  make  a  real  claim  as  literature,  cicero.  106- 
and  as  literature  of  a  very  high  quality.     He  was  not,  43  B.C. 
indeed,  an  original  thinker.     But  Cicero  created  a  style  for  Latin 

1  See  page  250. 
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prose  composition  which  has  been  admired  and  imitated  by  men 
of  letters,  even  to  our  own  day.  Latin,  in  his  hands,  became  a 
magnificent  instrument  for  the  expression  of  human  thought. 

Cicero's  qualities  as  an  author  are  perhaps  best  shown  in  his 
Orations^  which  are  still  studied  as  models  of  literary  excellence. 
Cicero'8  ^^T^  different  in  style,  but  none  the  less  inimitable  in 
works.  character,  are  the  numerous  Epistles  which  he  wrote  to 

friends  and  correspondents  in  all  parts  of  the  Roman  world.  Be- 
sides their  historical  interest,  Cicero's  letters  are  models  of  what  good 
letters  ought  to  be  —  the  expression  of  the  writer's  real  thoughts 
and  feelings  in  simple,  unstilted  phrase.  Cicero  also  composed  a 
number  of  Dialogues^  chiefly  on  philosophical  themes.  Most  of 
them  are  popularizations  of  Greek  writings.  If  not  very  profound, 
they  are  delightfully  written,  and  long  served  as  textbooks  in  the 
schools.  Some  of  them,  such  as  the  two  beautiful  essays  on 
Friendship  and  Old  Age,  will  never  lose  their  charm.  So  it 
happens  that  Cicero,  besides  being  one  of  the  first  statesmen  of 
his  time,  was  easily  the  leading  literary  figure  during  the  republi- 
can period. 

Another  great  statesman — Julius  Cassar — won  success  in  litera- 
ture. As  an  orator  he  was  admitted  by  his  contemporaries  to  stand 
Histories  second  only  to  Cicero.  None  of  his  speeches  have 
by  Caraar,  survived  —  to  the  great  loss  of  history  and  literature. 
xoan44B.c.  ^^  have,  however,  his  invaluable  Commentaries  on 
the  Gallic  and  Civil  wars.  These  works,  though  brief  and  in 
most  parts  rather  dull,  are  highly  praised  for  their  simple,  concise 
style,  and  their  mastery  of  the  art  of  rapid  narration. 

A  younger  contemporary  of  Caesar,  the  historian  Sallust,  was  the 
author  of  two  short  works  on  the  Conspiracy  of  CatiUne  and  the 
The  histo-  Jtigurthine  War,  which  are  notable  for  their  careful 
rian  SaUust.  workmanship  and  excellent  style.  Sallust  was  the  first 
W-35BC-  Roman  writer  who  broke  with  the  custom  of  writing 
history  after  the  fashion  of  chronicles.  Like  Thucydides,  he  en- 
deavored not  only  to  describe,  but  also  to  explain  events. 
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During  the  last  century  of  the   republic,  true  Latin  poetry 
comes  into  existence  with   Lucretius  and  Catullus.     Both  were 
greatly  influenced  by  Greek   models,  but  both  had  p^tryby 
originality  and   power  of  utterance  that  gives  them  Lncntioa. 
real  eminence.     Lucretius  attempted  to  expound  in  59-SSB.C. 
verse  the  Greek  philosophy  of  Epicureanism.*     His  great  poem, 
On  the  Nature  of  Things^  is  a  work  of  mingled  science  and  specu- 
lation.    It  deals  with  the  creation  of  the  world,  the  progress  of 
mankind  from  savagery  to  civilization,  and  the  nature  and  &te  of  the 
human  soul.     In  spite  of  the  difficulty  of  writing  scientific  poetry, 
Lucretius  succeeded  in  composing  a  narrative  often  lighted  up 
with  flashes  of  wonderful  imaginative  power. 

Catullus,  a  somewhat  younger  contemporary  of  Lucretius,  died  at 
too  early  an  age  to  reveal  fully  his  genius.     Imitating  ^j^^      ^ 
Sappho  and  other  Greek  lyrical  poets,'  Catullus  ex-  CatnUas, 
pressed  in  verse  his  varjring  moods  and  passions.     He  ^^ 
was  the  first  to  show  how  the  Latin  language,  naturally  stiff  and 
reserved,  could  be  shaped  into  songs  distinguished  for  melody, 
tenderness,  and  grace. 

Studies 

I.  On  an  outline  map  indicate  the  provinces  acquired  by  Rome  during 
this  period  (i 33-31  B.C.),  including  the  dates  when  each  was  given  a  pro- 
vincial government.  2.  State  in  regard  to  each  of  the  following  battles : 
(a)  location;  {h)  date;  {c)  opposing  parties;  (jif)  outcome;  {e)  historical 
results  —  Actium,  CoUine  Gate,  Aquae  Sextise,  Pharsalus,  Philippi.  3.  De- 
fine and  illustrate :  publicani^  proscription,  triumvirate,  proconsul,  "  a  Par- 
thian shot,"  **  crossing  the  Rubicon,"  **  Gesarism."  4.  Who  were  Brutus, 
Catiline,  Cleopatra,  Cassius,  Lepidus,  Sertorius,  Spartacus,  Mithradates,  Cato 
the  Younger  ?  5.  What  are  the  dates  for  the  assassination  of  Caesar;  the 
battle  of  Pharsalus;  the  conspiracy  of  Catiline;  the  death  of  Tiberius  Grac- 
chus? 6.  Study  Shakespeare's  delineation  of  the  character  of  Caesar  {^Julius 
Casar,  act  iii,  scene  ii),  and  compare  it  with  the  account  of  Caesar  in  this 
chapter.  7.  Compare  the  agrarian  problem  in  ancient  Rome  with  that  of 
modern  England  and  Ireland.  8.  Would  import  duties  on  foreign  grain  have 
revived  Italian  agriculture?  9.  Why  did  the  cattle  breeder  in  Italy  have  no 
reason  to  fear  foreign  competition?       10.   Compare  the  Athenian  practice  of 

1  See  page  298.  '  See  page  18a. 
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state  pay  with  the  Roman  "bread  and  the  games  of  the  circus."  ii.  How 
did  the  Jugurthine  War  illustrate  the  Senate's  corruption?  12.  How 
did  the  war  with  the  Germans  illustrate  the  incompetence  of  the  Senate? 
13.  Had  the  Italians  triumphed  in  the  Social  War,  is  it  likely  they  would 
have  established  a  better  government  than  that  of  Rome?  14*  WasMarius 
or  was  Sulla  more  to  blame  for  the  Civil  War?  15.  What  purpose  underlay 
the  Sullan  proscriptions?  16.  Explain  the  real  meaning  of  Sulla's  "per- 
petual dictatorship/'  17.  Why  was  the  rule  of  the  Senate,  unsatisfactory 
though  it  was,  to  be  preferred  to  that  of  the  Roman  populace?  18.  If  Ser- 
torius  had  conquered  in  Spain,  what  might  have  been  the  result  on  Rome's 
imperial  system?  19.  How  did  the  War  with  the  Pirates  bring  out  the 
growing  tendency  toward  one-man  power  at  Rome?  20.  What  were 
Cicero's  aims  as  a  statesman?  What  circumstances  made  them  impracticable 
at  that  period?  21.  Why  is  the  First  Triumvirate  described  as  a  "  ring  "? 
Did  it  have  an  official  character?  22.  Why  does  the  First  Triumvirate 
mark  a  distinct  step  toward  the  establishment  of  the  empire?  23.  Why 
can  wars  with  barbarous  and  savage  peoples  be  justified  as  "  the  most  ulti- 
mately righteous  of  all  wars  "  ?  24.  Comment  on  this  statement :  '*  We 
ought  to  be  thankful  to  Csesar  every  day  that  we  live."  25.  Can  you  sug- 
gest why  Caesar's  conquest  of  Gaul  had  even  greater  importance  than  Pompey's 
conquests  in  the  East?  26.  W^as  Caesar  justified  in  leading  his  army  against 
Rome?  27.  Had  Pompey  triumphed  over  Caesar,  is  it  likely  that  the  republic 
would  have  been  restored?  28.  Compare  Pompey  and  Qesar  with  respect 
to  character,  military  abilities,  statesmanship,  and  enduring  value  of  achieve- 
ments. 29.  What  contrasts  can  you  draw  between  Ceesar  and  Alexander? 
30.  How  did  the  Second  Triumvirate  differ  from  the  first?  31.  What  were 
the  three  decisive  battles  in  the  establishment  of  the  empire?  32.  Justify 
the  aphorism,  "In  the  midst  of  arms  the  laws  are  silent,"  by  the  data  in  this 
chapter.  ^^.  How  do  you  account  for  the  failure  of  the  republican  institu- 
tions of  Rome? 
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168.    Augustus  * 

The  battle  of  Actium  made  Octavian  master  of  the  Roman 
world.    He  ruled  it  for  nearly  half  a  century.      Few  persons 
have  set  their  stamp  more  indelibly  on  the  pages  of  xhe  new 
history  than  Octavian,  whom  we  may  now  call  by  his  "»!«'■ 
more  familiar  name  Augustus  ("  Majestic  ").^    It  was  a  title  once 

1  The  name  survives  in  that  of  one  of  our  montlis.  To  flatter  the  emperor, 
mensis  Sextiiis,  the  sixth  month  of  the  old  Roman  year,  was  changed  to  mensis 
Augustus,  Similarly,  our  July  is  the  Roman  mensis  Julius,  named  in  honor  of 
Julius  Casar. 
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reserved  to  the  gods,  but  henceforth  borne  by  all  Roman 
emperors  as  their  chief  mark  of  distinction.  Augustus  was  no 
military  genius  to  dazzle  the  world  with  his  achievements.  He 
was  the  cool  and  passionless  statesman  who  took  advantage  of  a 
memorable  opportunity  to  remake  the  Roman  state,  and  who 
succeeded  in  the  attempt  Absolute  power,  which  destroys 
weaker  men,  with  Augustus  brought  out  the  nobler  elements  of 
character.  From  the  successful  leader  of  a  party  he  became  the 
wise  and  impartial  ruler  of  an  empire. 

A  biography  of  Augustus  by  the  Greek  Plutarch  has  been  lost, 
but  we  still  possess  an  interesting  character  sketch  from  the  pen  of 
Personality  Suetonius,  a  Roman  writer  of  the  second  century  a.d. 
of  Aaga»-  The  emperor  had  a  handsome  presence,  says  Suetonius, 
*"•'  and   kept   his  good    looks   throughout  life.     Strong 

features,  piercing  eyes,  an'd  a  compact,  well-knit  figure  indicated  a 
man  of  firmness  and  self-restraint.  His  tastes,  both  in  eating  and 
drinking,  were  of  the  simplest.  "  No  Jew  ever  keeps  his  Sabbath 
fast,"  Augustus  once  wrote  to  his  stepson,  Tiberius,  "  as  strictly  as 
I  have  done  to-day."  ^  His  mansion  on  the  Palatine  Hill  was  less 
magnificent  than  that  of  many  a  Roman  millionaire.  He  showed, 
we  are  told,  a  particular  aversion  to  splendid  palaces,  and  razed  to 
the  ground  a  luxurious  villa  which  had  been  built  by  his  daughter 
Julia.  He  dressed  simply,  and  in  accordance  with  ancient  custom 
wore  nothing  that  had  not  been  woven  by  members  of  his  own 
family.  He  refused  to  be  called  "  Lord  "  {JDominus),  and  would 
not  allow  his  favorite  grandchildren  to  address  him  by  that  title, 
even  in  jest.  He  kept  his  house  open  to  all,  and  gave  audience  to 
even  the  humblest  citizen.  To  a  supplicant  who  with  trembling 
hands  presented  a  petition,  he  wittily  remarked,  "  You  act  as  if 
you  were  offering  a  piece  of  money  to  an  elephant. "  *  Augustus,  in 
short,  avoided  the  trappings  of  royalty,  and  throughout  his  reign 
played  the  part  of  a  typical  Roman  noble.  No  man  ever  seemed 
less  an  emperor. 

1  Suetonius,  Casar  Augustus,  76.  <  Suetonius,  Casar  Augustus,  53. 
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169.    The  Rule  of  AagastaB 

Augustus    possessed,    in    iact,   an    almost    unlimited    power. 
His  position  was  that  of  a  king,  as  supreme  as  Julius  Cffisar 
had  ever  been.     Better,  however,  than  Julius  CKsar,  71,,  ^^^f 
Augustus  realized  that  an  undi^uised  autocracy  would  covanunant. 
only  outrage  public  opinion  and  invite  fresh  plots  and  rebelUons. 
Augustus  intended  to   be   the 
real  master,  but  he  would  also 
be  careful  to  conceal  his  au- 
thority under  republican  forms. 
The  emperor  was  neither  king, 
dictator,  nor  triumvir.     He  callei 
self  3  republican  magistrate,  and  1 
his  proudest  title  that  of  jyince^s  '■ 
"  First  Citizen  "  of  the  state. 

Augustus  gave  up  the  externa! 
to  keep  the  essentials,  of  royaltj 
held  the  proconsular  authority,  wh 
tended  over  the  frontier  provinc 
their  legions.  He  held  the  p^^ 
tribunician  authority,  which  Joy» 
made  his  person  sacred.    As     "* 

perpetual  tribune,  he  could  presic .  _ 

the    popular    assemblies,    manage    the 

F*        .  *       T  >.  1.        1  -         .  VaEioin  Miueum,  Roma 

Senate  and   change  its  membership  at 

pleasure,  and  veto  the  acts  of  almost  any  magistrate.     In  the  prov- 
inces and  at  home  in  the  capital  city,  the  emperor  was  supreme. 

On  the  whole,  this  compromise  system  worked  well.  It  met 
the  needs  of  the  age  and  gave  Augustus  a  peaceful  AnccMtfnl 
throne.  After  forty-five  years  of  rule,  his  posi-  eompromi**. 
tion  was  more  firmly  established  than  at  the  outset  of  his  reign. 

The  emperors  who  came  after  Augustus  were  not  so  successful  ia 
'  Hpnce  our  word  "  prince," 
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preserving  the  old  republican  forms.  Before  long  those  venerable 
bodies,  the  centuriate  and  tribal  assemblies,^  lost  the  right  of  elect- 
Decadence  i°g  magistrates.  Their  legislative  powers  also  became 
of  the  as-  a  solemn  farce,  since  no  measures  were  submitted  to 
sembUes.  ^^^  ^j^j^j^  y^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  carefully  drafted  before- 
hand by  the  higher  authorities.  Though  the  two  assemblies 
survived,  they  lacked  any  real  power.  This  was  not  a  loss  to  the 
world.  Rome  was  no  longer  a  small  city-state  to  be  ruled  by 
mass  meetings  in  the  Forum.  A  gathering  made  up  of  the 
rabble  of  Rome,  ready  to  sell  their  votes  to  the  highest  bidder, 
was  scarcely  a  body  fitted  to  represent  the  Roman  Empire. 

The  Senate  likewise  decayed.  Augustus  left  it  with  consider- 
able authority,  but  more  and  more  it  became  simply  an  advisory 
The  poai-  council,  which  the  emperors  consulted  or  not,  as  they 
tionofthe  preferred.  Its  great  name  remained,  however,  and 
Senate.  ^^^^  j^^  ^j^^  fourth  century  of  our  era,  it  was  an  honor 

to  be  a  senator  of  Rome. 

The  old  magistracies  of  the  republic  lost  most  of  their  importance 
under  the  new  government.  Tribunes  of  the  people  were  still 
Decline  of  chosen,  but  their  occupation  was  gone  when  the  em- 
the  repubU-  peror  held  the  tribunician  power  himself.  It  flattered 
can  offices.  ^^^^  pride  of  an  ancient  Roman  to  be  chosen  to  the 
position,  yet  the  dignity  was  "  the  shadow  of  a  shade."  There 
were  still  praetors,  quaestors,  and  aediles,  but  some  of  their  princi- 
pal duties  were  taken  away  from  them  by  the  new  public  officials 
whom  Augustus  created.  The  consulship  continued  to  be  a  posi- 
tion of  supreme  honor  which  even  Augustus  was  willing  to  enjoy. 
The  consuls,  nevertheless,  were  the  servants  of  the  emperor,  de- 
pendent on  him  for  election,  and  unable  to  take  any  important 
step  without  his  approval.  Thus  the  names  and  forms  of  repub- 
licanism prevailed  —  and  little  more.  As  a  Roman  writer  remarked, 
the  emperor  had  "  clothed  himself  with  the  republic." 

Augustus  ruled  a  vast  realm.     In  it  all  the  dreams  of  world 

1  See  pages  332-333. 
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dominion  which  Alexander  had  cherished  were  more  than  realized. 
At  the  accession  of  Augustus,  the  empire  included  nearly  the  entire 
circle  of  the  Mediterranean  lands.     On  the  west  and  Boundaries 
south,  it  found  natural  barriers  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  of  the 
and  the  African  desert.     On  the  east,  the  Euphrates  •°'P^*- 
River  had  formed,  since   the   defeat  of  Crassus,*   the  dividing 
line  between  Rome  and  Parthia.     Only  the  northern  boundary, 
beyond  which  lay  the  Germanic  barbarians,  remained  unsettled. 
Now  that  Augustus,  by  virtue  of  the  proconsular  power,  was  sole 
master  of  the  provincial  armies,  he  could  round  out  the  Roman 
possessions  by  additional  conquests,  and  protect  them  by  adequate 
frontiers. 

In  the  wide,  impetuous  Danube,  Augustus  found  an  admirable 
boundary  for  much  of  the  Roman  territory  between  the  Black  Sea 
and  the  Rhine.  At  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign,  xhe  Danube 
he  annexed  the  district  south  of  the  lower  course  of  boundary, 
the  Danube,  and  formed  it  into  the  province  of  Moesia  (modem 
Servia  and  Bulgaria).  The  line  of  the  upper  Danube  was  later  se- 
cured by  the  creation  of  three  new  provinces  on  the  northern  slopes 
of  the  Alps.'  Henceforth  the  Balkan  peninsula,  and  Italy  on  the 
northeast,  where  the  Alpine  passes  are  low  and  comparatively  easy, 
were  shielded  from  attack.  The  work  of  conquering  and  organ- 
izing the  four  Danubian  provinces  fell  chiefly  to  the  emperor's 
stepson,  Tiberius. 

But  the  northern  boundary  was  not  yet  completely  determined. 
Since  the  conquests  of  Julius  Csesar,  the  division  between  Gaul 
and  Germany  had  been  fixed  at  the  Rhine.  Augustus  Conqoeat  of 
wanted  to  push  it  to  the  Elbe,  and  so  provide  a  bound-  Germany, 
ary  at  once  shorter  and  easier  to  defend.  The  Roman  advance  in 
this  region  was  rapid.  Five  years  of  fighting  brought  control  of 
the  wide  area  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Elbe. 

Augustus  and  his  ministers  no  doubt  believed  that  another  im- 
portant province  had  been  added   to  the  empire.    They  were 

1  See  page  433.  ^  The  provinces  of  Pannonia,  Noricum,  and  Rsetia. 
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soon  undeceived.     In  the  year  9  a.d.,  the  Germans  suddenly  re- 
volted under  a  native  chieftain  named  Arminius.    Three  Roman 
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legions    with    their    general  Varus    were    caught    unawares  in 
the  gloomy  depths  of  the  Teutoberg  Forest.    Scarcely 

Bftttlo  of  tll6  .         _ 

Teutoberg      *  ^^^  escaped.    The  soldiers  who  surrendered  were 
Forest,  crucified,  or  buried  alive,  or  offered  as  a  sacrifice 

^    ■  *  on  the  altars  of  the  heathen  gods.     A  Roman  army 

had  seldom  met  so  terrible  a  defeat. 

Augustus  had  not  the  heart  to  renew  the  conflict.    The  old  em- 
peror, long  accustomed  to  tidings  of  victory,  could  only  murmur 
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sadly,  "  Varas,  Varus,  give  me  back  my  legions ! "  *  He  aban- 
doned all  hope  of  conquest  in  Germany,  and  advised  his  suc- 
cessors  to   content    themselves   with   the   boundary 

Sieniflcanco 
of  the  Rhine.     Henceforth  that  river  became  the  ©f  the  fall- 
barrier  between  Roman   civilization  and  Germanic  mclnGer- 
barbarism.    The  free  peoples  of  Germany  who  might,  "*"^* 
save  for  this  event,  have  been  Romanized  as  were  their  neighbors, 
the  Celts  of  Gaul,  kept  their  vigor  and  their  independence.     Had 
Rome  conquered  them,  the  Germanic  invasions,  which  four  cen- 
turies later  broke  up  the  empire,  might  nqver  have  taken  place. 
For  these  reasons  the  battle  in  the  Teutoberg  Forest  is  rightly 
regarded  as  one  of  the  world's  decisive  conflicts.* 

170.    The  Augustan  Age,  31  B.C.~14  A.D. 

The  clash  of  arms  on  the  distant  frontiers  scarcely  disturbed 

the  serenity  of  the  Roman  world.     Within  the  boundaries  of  the 

empire,  the  Augustan  Age  was  an  age  of  peace.    As 

Peace, 
the  poet  Horace  wrote,  *'  Now  faith  and  peace,  and 

good  repute,  modesty  of  the  olden  time  and  manly  worth,  so 
long  forgotten,  dare  to  return,  and  plenty  appears  to  view,  rich 
with  her  overflowing  horn." '  The  closing  of  the  Temple  of  Janus  * 
fittingly  announced  the  dawn  of  a  new  and  happier  era. 

It  was  an  age  of  prosperity.  Augustus,  with  unwearied  devo- 
tion,  turned  to  the  task  of  ruling  wisely  and  well  his  gigantic 

realm.     He  followed  the  example  of  Julius  Caesar  in 

Prosperity, 
his  insistence  on  just  government  of  the  provincials. 

Trade  was  fostered  by  the  building  of  well-paved  roads  and  by 

the  suppression  of  piracy  on  the  seas.     Distant  regions  of  the 

empire  were  brought  into  closer  relations  with  Rome  by  a  state 

postal  service  such  as  had  existed  in  the  Persian  Empire.*    A 

1  Suetonius,  Casar  Augustus,  23. 

*  Arminius  (or  Hermann)  has  become  the  national  hero  of  Germany.  In  1875 
a  colossal  statue  of  him  was  set  up  in  the  Teutoberg  Forest,  not  far  from  the 
reputed  site  of  the  battle.  *  See  page  321. 

•  Horace,  Carmen  Saculare,  57-60,  *  See  page  68. 
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census  was  taken  of  the  wealth  and  population  of  the  provinces, 

in  order  that  taxes  might  be  justly  assessed.     These  reforms  were 

probably  suggested  to  Augustus  by  personal  observation,  for  he 

is  said  to  have  visited  nearly  every  quarter  of  the  Roman  world. 

The  activities  of  the  emperor  thus  furnished  a  model   for  the 

shrewd  and  businesslike  management  of  the  provinces  —  a  model 

followed  by  many  of  his  successors. 

It  was  an  age  of  loyalty.    Augustus  realized  that  a  lasting 

empire  must  rest,  not  on  force,  but  on  the  fidelity  of  its  people. 

He  sought,  therefore,  not  only  to  conciliate  the  pro- 
Loyalty. 

vincials,  but  also  to  make  the  Italians  and  Romans 

comfortable  and  contented.  In  Italy,  he  put  down  brigandage, 
repaired  the  public  highways,  and  planted  many  colonies  in  un- 
settled districts.  In  Rome,  he  established  a  regular  police 
service,  organized  the  supply  of  grain  and  water,  and  continued, 
on  a  larger  scale  than  ever,  the  public  games.  He  thus,  took  care 
that  no  one  should  starve,  or  become  so  miserable  as  to  murmur 
or  rebel. 

The  unceasing  energy  of  Augustus  displayed  itself  in  many 
other  directions.     Rome  under   the   empire   became   the   most 

magnificent  city  in  the  ancient  world.*     So   many 
Augustus 
ass  builder    ^^^^   *"^   public   works   of  Augustus  that   he  could 

and  Uterary  boast  he  had  "  found  Rome  of  brick  and  left  it  of 
pa  on.  marble."  *     He  was  also  a  generous  patron  of  letters. 

Some  of  the  most  famous  Latin  authors  gave  splendor  to  his 
reign.  ^ 

Augustus  was  very  successful  in  his  efforts  to  bring  back  the 
old  Roman  religion  to  a  place  of  honor  and  importance.  He 
Aueustus  as  restored  numerous  temples  that  had  fallen  into  decay, 
a  reformer  and  erected  new  shrines  in  every  part  of  the  empire. 
0  re  igion.  jj^  revived  the  ancient  sacrifices,  and  celebrated  with 
pomp  and  majesty  the  festivals  that  had  been  neglected.     The 

1  For  a  description  of  ancient  Rome,  see  pages  631-637. 
3  Suetonius,  Casar  Augustus^  29.  ^  See  pages  460-463. 
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long-vacant   priesthoods   were  filled  with   new  officers.     Augus- 
tus himself   became  Fontifex   Maximus,'  the  highest  religious 
1  See  page  316,  note  i. 
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dignitary  of  Rome.  Every  emperor  after  him  bore  the  title  of 
supreme  pontiff.  These  reforms  gave  fresh  life  to  the  state 
religion  for  almost  four  hundred  years. 

Augustus  enjoyed  nearly  half  a  century  of  power.  Shortly 
before  his  death  he  composed  a  brief  statement  of  all  his  acts 
Death  of  ^^^™  ^^^  nineteenth  year  —  "The  Deeds  of  the  Divine 
Augustus,  Augustus."  The  emperor  in  his  will  orderied  that  the 
14A.D.  record  should  be  inscribed  on  bronze  tablets  and 

placed  before  his  mausoleum  at  Rome.  A  copy  of  this  memorial 
is  still  on  the  walls  of  a  ruined  temple  in  Asia  Minor.  As  the 
aged  niler  lay  dying,  his  self-control  did  not  desert  him,  and  his 
last  words,  if  truly  reported,- breathe  the  spirit  of  his  life  :  "What 
think  you  of  the  comedy,  my  friends?  Have  I  fairly  played  my 
part  in  it?     If  so,  greet  my  exit  with  applause."* 

Even  during  the  lifetime  of  Augustus,  worship  had  been  offered 
to  him  by  the  provincials.  After  his  death,  the  Senate  gave  him 
Deification  divine  honors  and  enrolled  his  name  among  the  gods, 
of  Augustus.  Temples  rose  in  every  province  to  the  deified  Augustus, 
and  altars  smoked  with  sacrifices  to  him.  Later  emperors,  well 
pleased  to  see  a  halo  of  awe  and  sanctity  gather  round  them, 
demanded  adoration  as  "  Lord  and  God  "  even  before  their  careers 
on  earth  had  closed. 

Emperor  worship,  though  so  strange  to  us,  was  not  unnatural  in 
the  first  century  a.d.  Eastern  peoples  had  long  been  accustomed 
Explanation  ^^  revere  their  kings.*  The  Greeks  in  their  hero  wor- 
of  emperor  ship'  raised  to  divinity  after  death  those  who  had 
wors  ip.  founded  cities  or  had  done  deeds  of  splendid  service 
to  mankind.  Then,  too,  the  universal  custom  of  ancestor  worship, 
together  with  the  reverence  for  the  household  genius^  prepared  the 
Roman  mind  to  adore  the  memory  of  the  emperor,  the  father  of 
the  state. 

Emperor  worship  spread  rapidly  over  the  ancient  world,  and 

1  Suetonius,  Casar  Augustus,  99.       «  See  page  77.       •  See  pages  137,  X56L 

^  See  page  320. 
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helped  to  unite  all  classes  in  allegiance  to  the  new  government. 
It  provided  a  universal  religion  for  a  universal  empire.    Yet  just  at 
the  time  when  this  new  cult  was  taking  root,  and  in  importance 
the  midst  of  the  happy  reign  of  Augustus,  there  was  of  emperor 
bom  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea,  the  Christ  whose  religion  ^<^"^P- 
was  to  overcome  the  worship  of  the  emperors,  and  with  it  all  other 
faiths  of  pagan  antiquity.^ 

171.    The  Julian  and  Claudian  Caesars,  14-68  A.D. 

For  more  than  half  a  century  following  the  death  of  Augustus 
his  place  was  filled  by  four  emperors  who,  either  by  descent  or 
adoption,  claimed  kinship  with  himself  and  the  mighty  ^^^  ^^^ 
Julius.    They  are  known  as  the  Julian  and  Claudian  JaiUn  C»- 
Csesars.'    Though  none  of  these  princes  had  the  com-  •"*' 
manding  genius  of  Augustus,  two  of  them  were  excellent  rulers  who 
ably  maintained  the  standards  set  by  that  great  emperor.    Two 
others,  however,  were  vicious  tyrants,  the  recital  of  whose  follies 
and  crimes  occupies  much  space  in  the  works  of  ancient  historians. 
Fortunately,  their  doings  and  misdoings  exerted  little  influence 
outside  the  circle  of  the  imperial  court  and  the  capital  city.    Rome 
itself  might  be  disturbed  by  conspiracy  and  bloodshed,  but  Italy 
and  the  provinces  kept  their  prosperity.    It  has  been  well  said  that 
during  this  period  the  empire  was  better  than  the  emperors. 

Of  the  four  successors  of  Augustus,  the  first,  and  by  far  the  ablest, 
was  his  stepson,  Tiberius.  His  merits  as  a  soldier  and  administra- 
tor were  well  known  to  Augustus,  who,  even  during  his  Tiberius, 
own  lifetime,  granted  Tiberius  a  share  in  the  government.  '4--37  A.D. 
Despite  this  careful  preparation,  the  conscientious,  painstaking 
emperor  could  not  gain  the  secure  position  enjoyed  by  Augustus. 
Tiberius  seems  to  have  been  a  stern,  proud  man,  with  a  disposition 

1  Jesus  was  bom  probably  in  4  B.C.,  the  last  year  of  the  reign  of  Herod,  whom 
the  triumvirs,  Antony  and  Octavian,  had  placed  on  the  throne  of  Judea,  37  B.C. 

2  The  Roman  emperor  was  generally  called  "  Caesar  "  by  the  provincials.  See, 
for  example,  McUihew,  xxii,  17-21,  or  Acts,  xxv,  10-12.  This  title  survives  in  the 
Gennan  Kaiser  and  the  Russian  Tjar,  or  Czar, 
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somewhat  moody  and  suspicious-     The  city  rabble  disliked  him, 
because  he  cut  down  the  stale  gifts  of  grain  and  failed  to  amuse 
them  with  gladiatorial  shows.     To  keep  the  capital  in  order, 
Tiberius  brought  into  Rome  a  body  of  picked  troops,  called  the 
praetorians.    They   served   as   the   emperor's 
household   guard,  but   erelong  we   shall   find 
them  making  and  unmaking  emperors  at  will. 
Tiberius  was  even  more  unpopular  with  the 
nobles,  who  wished  for  the  restoration  of  the 
republic  and  of  their  own  power.     He  did  not 
try  to  win  them  by  gentle  means,  and  they  in 
turn  repaid  him  with  plots  against  his  life.    To 
the  membersofthisclass.Tiberius  appeared  the 
worst  of  tyrants.     The  emperor  finally  aban- 
doned Rome  in  disgust,  and  passed  the  last 
years  of  his  life  on  the  lovely  island  of  Capri.' 
In  spite  of  his  faults,  Tiberius  was  a  capable, 
vigorous  ruler.    "Let  my  subjecu  hate  me," 
iBERius  jjg  gg.  j^  „  provided  they  approve  my  actions."  * 

Tiberius  was  followed  by  his  grandnephew,  who  is  best  known 
by  the  nickname  of  Caligula  (Little  Boot).  This  youth  had  a 
Caiiguu.  diseased  mind,  and  his  sudden  elevation  to  the  throne 
37-41  A.D.  turned  htm  into  a  madman.  After  spending  all  the 
savings  of  Tiberius  in  extravagance  and  dissipation,  Caligula  be- 
gan to  raise  money  by  condemning  rich  men  to  death  and  seizing 
their  property.  "Would  that  the  Roman  people  had  but  one 
neck,"'  he  exclaimed,  wishing  that  he  might  behead  them  all 
with  a  single  stroke.  After  four  years  of  riotous  rule,  Caligula 
was  murdered  by  his  guard. 

The  Senate,  which  had  had  enough  of  emperors,  hoped  now 
to  restore  the  republic.  But  the  pnetorians,  while  plundering 
Caligula's  palace,  discovered  his  uncle  Claudius,  who  had  hidden 
behind  a  curtain.     He  was  dragged  forth,  not  to  be  slain,  but  to 

1  See  page  130.  >  Suetonius,  Tiirriui,  S9-  *  Suttoaius,  Ca/iptta,  3a, 
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be  saluted  as  imperator,  Claudius  was  the  first  prince  to  be  made 
by  the  army  —  a  bad  example  often  followed  afterwards.  The 
new  emperor,  though  a  weak,  timid  man,  did  not  ciattdias, 
lack  common  sense  and  ability  to  rule.  His  lasting  4*-54A.D. 
monument  is  the  Claudian  Aqueduct,  an  immense  work  bringing 
water  to  Rome  from  a  distance  of  about  forty- five  miles.  The 
remains  of  its  lofty  arches  form  the  most  conspicuous  landmark 
of  the  Campagna.^ 

The  reign  of  Claudius  was  marked  by  the  beginning  of  the 
extension  of  the  empire  over  Britain.  For  nearly  a  hundred  years 
after  Caesar's  expeditions,*  no  further  attempt  had  conquest  of 
been  made  to  annex  that  island.  But  its  nearness  Britain  be- 
to  Gaul,  already  thoroughly  Romanized,  brought  the  «'*^»43  Al>« 
country  within  the  sphere  of  Roman  influence.  Claudius  sent 
the  legions  across  the  Channel  in  43  A.D.,  and  himself  hurried 
over  to  receive  their  congratulations  for  a  victory  which  his  lieu- 
tenant had  won. 

The  thorough  conquest  of  Britain  proved  to  be  no  easy  task. 
Its  hardy  Celtic  tribes  took  no  more  kindly  than  the  Germans 
to  the  rule  of  foreign  roasters.    A  few  years  later,  Rey^i^of 
during  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Nero,  the  work  of  Boadicea, 
subjugation  came  near  being  undone  by  a  widespread  "*       * 
revolt.    It  was  headed  by  Boadicea,  queen  of  a  powerful  British 
tribe.     The  Roman  governor,  it  is  said,  treated  her  with  the 
deepest  indignity,  and  in  punishment  for  a  petty  offense,  had 
her  publicly  flogged.    Boadicea,  a  woman  of  spirit  and  deter- 
mination, called  on  her  people  to  rise  against  the  foreign  tyrants., 
They  answered  her  call  with  enthusiasm,  slaughtered  a  Roman 
legion,  and  sacked  London,  even  then  a  flourishing  town.    But 
In  spite  of  their  numbers  and  their  ardor,  the  Britons  could  not 
drive  the  Romans  from  the  island.    The  revolt  was  finally  crushed. 
Boadicea,  its  gallant  leader,  committed  suicide  by  poison. 

The  Romans,  up  to  this  time,  had  won  only  the  southern  part 

1  See  the  illmtration,  page  348.  *  See  page  4flx. 
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of  Britain.  By  the  close  of  the  first  century,  they  had  con- 
quered the  country  afterwards  known  as  Wales,  and  had  pushed 
The  new  "P  *^  ^^®  north  as  far  as  the  Scottish  Highlands.  All 
proYinfieof  the  island  to  this  boundary  formed  the  province  of 
Britain.  Britannia.*  It  remained  a  part  of  the  empire  for  more 
than  three  hundred  years.  Under  Rome,  what  had  been  a  bar- 
barous region  entered  within  the  circle  of  civilized  lands. 

The  reign  of  Claudius  presents  a  refi'eshing  contrast  to  that 
of  his  stepson  Nero.  The  latter  was  a  boy  of  only  seventeen, 
Nero,  54-  when  his  mother  presented  him  to  the  praetorians  as 
68  A.D.  the  future  emperor.    At  first  Nero  ruled  well,  for  he 

had  wise  ministers.  After  he  brbke  away  from  their  control,  the 
youthful  emperor  began  a  career  almost  as  wild  as  Caligula's. 
Nero  cared  little  for  affairs  of  state,  but  amused  himself  by  ap- 
pearing on  the  stage  as  an  actor  and  singer^  even  as  a  charioteer 
in  the  circus.  This  imperial  artist  was  an  expert  in  bloodshed- 
ding;  his  mother,  his  wife,  Seneca  his  tutor,  and  the  son  of 
Claudius,  were  all  numbered  among  his  victims.  At  last  the  le- 
gions in  several  of  the  provinces  revolted,  and  the  Senate,  taking 
courage,  proclaimed  Nero  a  public  enemy.  To  avoid  capture  the 
tyrant  stabbed  himself,  exclaiming,  ''What  an  artist  dies  with 
mel"« 

During  Nero's  reign  half  of  Rome  was  laid  in  ashes  by  a  great 
fire  which  raged  for  a  week.  The  new  Rome  which  speedily  arose 
Bumine  ^^^  *  much  finer  city  than  the  old,  with  wide,  straight 
of  Rome.  Streets  instead  of  narrow  alleys,  and  houses  of  good 
(4  A.D.  stone  in  place  of  wooden  hovels.    Except  for  the  loss  of 

the  temples  and  public  buildings,  the  fire  was  a  blessing  in  disguise.' 

1  Ireland  {Hiiemia)  and  Scotland  {Caledonia)  tXiOTih  of  the  Firth  of  Forth,  were 
never  included  within  the  Roman  Empire.  ^  Suetonius,  Nero,  49. 

*  Nero  took  advantage  of  this  disaster  to  appropriate  the  district  between  the 
Palatine  and  Esquih'ne  hills  as  a  site  for  an  immense  palace,  called  the  Golden 
House,  from  the  amount  of  gold  ornament  used  in  its  decoration.  This  imperial 
residence  became  the  wonder  of  the  restored  Rome.  It  was  much  more  than  a 
dwelling,  for  the  grounds  extended  over  a  mile  in  length  and  contained  ponds, 
parks,  and  foKSts.    To  adorn  it  treasures  of  art  were  brought  from  Greece  and 
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172.    The  Flavian  Caesars,  69>96  A.D. 

With  the  fall  of  Nero  the  dynasty  that  traced  its  descent  from 

Julius  and  Augustus  became  extinct.    There  was  no  one  who 

could  legally  claim  the  vacant  throne.    The  Senate, 
A  ycAT  of 
military         which  in  theory  had  the  appointment  of  a  successor, 

roToiution,     proved  too  weak  to  exercise  its  power.     The  prae- 

^^    *  '      torian  guard  and  the  legions  on  the  frontiers,  profiting 

by  the  disorder,  placed  their  own  candidates  in  the  field.     The 

Roman  world  fell  into  anarchy,  and  Italy  became  once  more  the 

seat  of  civil  war.    Three   emperors  in  rapid   succession  were 

raised  to  the  purple.     Out  of  the  turmoil  and  disorder  arose  at 

length  the  strong  figure  of  Flavius  Vespasianus.     Supported  by 

the  armies  of  the  East,  he  battled  his  way  to  the  throne. 

Vespasian  and  his  two  sons  who  followed  him  are  called  the 
Vespasian,  Flavian  Caesars.  Their  rule  marked  a  happier  period 
6^-79  AJ>.  in  Roman  history.  Vespasian  was  a  simple,  sturdy 
soldier,  experienced  in  public  affairs,  and  just  the  kind  of  man  to 
restore  good  order  at  home  and  abroad. 

During  the  reign  of  Vespasian  a  revolt  of  the  Jews  was  crushed, 
and  Jerusalem  was  captured  by  Titus,  Vespasian's  son.  It  is  said, 
CaDtoreof  doubtless  with  exaggeration,  that  one  million  Jews 
Jerusalem,  perished  in  the  siege,  the  most  awful  that  history 
70  A.D.  records.    The  Holy  City,  together  with  the  Temple, 

was  destroyed,  and  a  Roman  camp  was  pitched  upon  the  spot  We 
may  still  see  in  Rome  the  splendid  arch  that  commemorates  this 
tragic  event.^ 

Asia,  and  to  provide  salt-water  and  fresh-water  baths  sea  water  was  pumped  from 
the  Mediterranean  and  sulphur  springs  carried  from  Tibur.  Excavations  during 
the  year  191a  in  the  ruins  of  the  Golden  House  have  opened  up  several  rooms  with 
beautiful  wall  paintings  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation. 

^  In  13X  A.I).,  during  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Hadrian,  the  Jews  once  more 
broke  out  in  revolt.  Jerusalem,  which  had  risen  from  its  ruins,  was  a£;ain  destroyed 
by  the  Romans,  and  the  plow  passed  over  the  foundations  of  the  Temple,  A  new 
city,  called  JFAia.  Capitolina,  in  honor  of  the  emperor,  was  built  on  the  site.  Jews 
were  forbidden,  on  pain  of  death,  to  enter  it.  From  Roman  times  to  the  present 
they  have  been  a  people  without  a  country. 
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Titus,  vhose  health  was  already  broken  when  he  mounted  the 
throne,  ruled  only  two  years.     His  kindly  nature  and  ntat,  79- 
lavish  gifts  for  public  amusements  made  him  widely  pop-  *'  *■!*■ 
ular  —  "the  darling  and  delight  of  mankind,'"  aays  his  biographer. 


Plan  uf  Jerusalem  and  its  Environs 

The  reign  of  Titus  is  chiefly  memorable  for  the  destruction  of 
Pompeii  and  Herculaneum,  two  cities  on  the  Bay  of  Naples. 
After  an  inactivity  centuries  long,  the  volcano  of  ErnntiDnof 
Vesuvius  suddenly  belched  forth  torrents  of  liquid  VeiuTins, 
lava  and  mud,  followed  by  a  rain  of  ashes.  Pompeii  WAi*. 
was  covered  to  a  depth  of  about  fifteen  feet  by  the  falling  cinders. 
Herculaneum  was  overwhelmed  in  a  sea  of  sulphurous  mud  and 

1  Sueloniui,  Titta,  i. 
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lava  to  a  depth  of  eighty  feet  in  many  places.    The  unfortunate 
cities  were  completely  entombed,  and  in  time  their  very  location 

was  forgotten.' 

The  site  of  Pompeii  was  accidentally  discovered  in  1748,  and 
since  then  excavations  have  laid  bare  a  large  part  of  the  ancient 
EiciTatioDB  city.  Before  our  wondering  eyes  Pompeii  reappears 
•t  Pompeti.  much  as  it  was  eighteen  centuries  ago,  with  its  streets, 
shops,  baths,  temples,  and  theaters.    So  perfect  has  been  the 


preservation  of  this  once-buried  city  that  the  visitor  there  gains  a 
vivid  impression  of  Roman  life  under  the  empire.  One  still  sees 
the  ruts  of  chariot  wheels  in  the  flat  paving  stones  of  the  narrow 
streets,  the  public  fountains  at  the  crossings,  the  inscriptions  and 
drawings — some  of  them  rudely  scratched  with  charcoal  —  which 
cover  the  walls,  and  in  the  houses  a  great  variety  of  pictures,  utensils, 
and  furniture  to  show  us  how  the  ancient  Romans  lived.     Little 
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excavation  has  yet  been  done  at  Herculaneum.    There  all  that  is 
most  interesting  still  lies  underground.^ 

Titus  was  succeeded  by  his  younger  brother,  Domitian.     This 
emperor,  in  char- 
acter, was  a  sec- 
ond   Tiberius, 
hated   as  a  cruel 

tyrant  Domitian. 
by  the  81-96  A.D. 

Roman  nobles, 
but    regarded   by 


^i.;^^ 


Cast  of  a  Body  found  at  Pompeii 

Museum  of  Pompeii 

The  bodies  of  those  who  perished  were  buried  under  layers  of 
fine  pumice  stones  and  ashes.    When  plaster  of  Paris  was  poured 
the    provincials   as    into  the  cavity  left  by  a  decaying  body,  the  result  was  a  complete 
.  1  •      cast  of  a  victim  of  the  eruption. 

a  just  and  merci-  ^ 

ful  protector.     He  fell  at  length  a  victim  to  a  conspiracy  in  his  own 

household.    The  death  of  Domitian  ended  the  Flavian  dynasty. 


173.   The  "Good  Emperors,"  96-180  A.D. 

The  five  rulers  whose  reigns  cover  the  greater  part  of  the  second 
century  are  often  called  the  "  Good  Emperors."  '  The  title  well 
describes  them.  Nerva,  the  first  of  the  series,  was  Nerva,  96- 
the  candidate  of  the  Senate.  Having  been  a  senator  9^  ^'^• 
himself,  he  was  careful  to  keep  on  good  terms  with  that  body 
during  his  reign.  He  also  began  the  practice  of  adopting  an 
heir,  so  that  no  disputes  for  the  crown  might  arise  after  his 
death.  In  both  of  these  policies  Nervals  example  was  imitated 
by  his  successors.  The  emperors,  in  consequence,  were  undis- 
turbed by  plots,  and  the  empire  itself  enjoyed  a  long  period  of 
prosperity. 

1  The  volcanic  deposits  which  covered  Herculaneum  to  a  great  deptli  have 
hardened  into  rock,  and,  in  consequence,  excavations  on  the  site  are  far  more 
troublesome  and  costly  than  at  Pompeii.  Herculaneum,  however,  has  yielded 
some  beautiful  bronze  statues,  now  in  the  Naples  Museum,  and  an  entire  library 
of  papyrus  rolls,  nearly  all  dealing  with  the  Greek  philosophy  of  Epicureanism. 

2  Also  styled,  loosely,  the  Antoninc  Ctesars,  because  two  of  them  bore  the  name 
Antoninus. 
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Trajan,  nhom  Nerva  adopted 
as  his  son,  was  accepted  by  the 
Senate  as  the  man  best  fitted  to 
become  emperor.  By  birth  he 
Trajan,  98-  was  a  Spaniard  —  the 
117A.D.  first  provincial  to 
reach  the  throne.  Already  the 
distinction  between  Rome  and 
her  provinces  had  begun  to  pass 
away.  Trajan  rivaled  Julius 
Ciesar  in  warlike  ability,  and 
enlarged  the  Roman  world  to  the 
widest  limits  it  was  ever  to  attain, 
ponnut  (uiujiTy.  Trajan's  first  conquests  took 

place  in  Europe.  North  of  the  Danube  lay  the  kingdom  of  the 
barbarous  Dacians,  whom  Trajan  rightly  re- 
garded as  a  menace  to  the  empire.  They 
Anneutioa  were  thoroughly  subdued  after 
of  Daeia.  a  hard  struggle,  and  their  coun- 
try was  formed  into  a  province,  a  thousand 
miles  in  circuit.  The  work  of  Romaniza- 
tion  followed  rapidly  upon  that  of  conquest. 
Thousands  of  colonists  settled  in  Dacia  and 
spread  everywhere  the  language  and  arts 
of  Rome.  Its  modern  name  (Rumania) 
bears  witness  to  Rome's  abiding  influence 
there.  The  Column  of  Trajan,  which  still 
stands  in  Rome,  is  a  memorial  of  these 
Dacian  wars. 

Trajan's  campaigns  in  Asia  had  less  im- 
portance, though  in  appearance  ihey  were       p, 
more  splendid.     He  drove  the  Parthians   fm  t  f^m  '■ 
from  Armenia  and  conquered  the  Tigris-       H,^»— *^ 
Euphrates  valley.     To  hold    in  subjection      Column  of  Trajan 
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such  distant  regions  only  increased  the  difficulty  of  guarding  the 
frontiers.     Trajan's  successor,  Hadrian,  at  once  abandoned  them. 
That  wise  and  prudent  emperor  realized  that  the  time  j(,un., 
had  come  when  Rome's  best  efforts  were  required,  not  ■uttra  con- 
for  the  extension,  but  for  the  preservation  of  her  empire.  '"*'   ' 
Hadrian  distinguished  himself  as  an  administrator.     He  may 


The  Pantheon 

The  rotuikda  and  dome  were  built  by  H^driin. 

be  compared  with  Augustus  in  his  love  of  peace  and  in  his  care 
for  the  interests  of  the  provincials.  Hadrian  made  Hadrian, 
two  long  journeys  throughout  the  Roman  world.  On  "T-'S^A-O' 
the  frontiers  he  built  fortresses  and  walls ;  in  the  provinces  he 
raised  baths,  aqueducts,  theaters,  and  temples.  Scarcely  a  city 
throughout  the  empire  lacked  some  monument  to  his  generosity. 
At  his  death  Hadrian  left  behind  him  the  memory  of  a  prince 
whose  life  was  devoted  to  the  public  welfare  — the  first  servant  of 
the  state. 

Hadrian  was  followed  by  Antoninus,  a  native  of  southern  Gaul.' 
Hissurname  of  Pius  expresses  the  pure  and  gentle  nature  of  the  man. 

ra  France  sllll  honors  th« 
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The  description  of  him  by  his  adopted  son,  Marcus  Aurelius,  shows 
the  Roman  character  at  its  best,  "  In  my  father  I  saw  mildness 
AntonlnuB  '*^  manners,  firmness  of  resolution,  contempt  of  vain- 
Ptm,  13S-  glory.  He  knew  when  to  rest  as  well  as  when  to  labor. 
'  '  '  ■  He  taught  me  to  forbear  from  improper  indulgences, 
to  conduct  myself  as  an  equal  among  equals,  to  lay  on  my  friends 
no  burden  of  servility.    From  him  I  learned  to  be  resigned  to 


every  fortune  and  to  bear  myself  calmly  and  serenely ;  to  rise  su- 
perior to  vulgar  applause,  and  to  despise  vulgar  criticiam ;  to  wor- 
ship the  gods  without  superstition  and  to  serve  mankind  without 
ambition.  He  was  ever  prudent  and  moderate  ;  he  looked  to  his 
duty  only,  and  not  to  the  opinions  that  might  be  formed  of  him. 
Such  was  the  character  of  his  hfe  and  manners  —  nothing  harsh, 
nothing  excessive,  nothing  rude,  nothing  which  showed  roughness 
and  violence."  ^  During  the  quiet,  uneventful  reign  of  this  noble 
emperor  the  Roman  world  reached  its  greatest  prosperity. 

The  successor  of  Antoninus,  Marcus  Aurelius,  though  cot 
the  greatest  of  the  "  Good  Emperors  "  as  a  ruler,  was  one  of  the 
most  saintly  men  that  ever  occupied  a  throne.     When  still  a  youth, 

'  Marcus  Auretiiu,  Mtdilatiimi,  i,  16. 
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he  had  adopted  the  philosophy  of  the  Stoics, '  and  with  it  their 
ascetic  way  of  life.     His  mother,  we  are  told,  was  scarcely  able  to 
persuade  him  to  cease  sleeping  on  the  bare  ground  and  to  use  a 
bed  upon  which  were  stretched  sheepskins.     Stoicism,  in  this  cen- 
tury,  had  become  a 
bracing   moral  creed 
which  exer- 
cised great  ahibUh. 
fascination   Antoniana, 

1IS1-180  A.D. 
on  senous- 

minded  Romans.  Mar- 
cus Aurelius  himself 
wrote  a  little  book  of 
Stoic  precepts  —  the 
so-called  Meditations 
—  which  is  one  of  the 
finest  productions  of 
pagan  thought. 

The  philosophic  em- 
peror enjoyed  little  op- 
portunity for  a  calm 
life  of  meditation.     His 

reign  was  filled  with  an      M""*^"^  Aureuus  in  his  Trjumphal  Car 
almost  uninterrupted 
series  of  campaigns 
against  the  Parthians  on  the  Euphrates  and  the  German  tribes  on 
the  Danube  and  the  Khine.    These  wars  revealed  the  weakness  of 
the  frontiers  and  the  rapidly  growing  strength  of  the  ^^,  ^ 
barbarians  outside  the  empire.    They  were  still  going  Mucn* 
on,  when  Marcus  died  of  fever  in  his  camp  at  Vienna.'  *'"'"°"- 
He  must  have  felt,  as  he  closed  his  eyes  forever,  that  the  age  of 
peace  and  prosperity  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and  that  evil  days 
were  now  in  store  for  Rome. 

1  See  page  399.  ^The  Roman  Vindoliona. 
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The  "Five  Good  Emperors"  end  with  Marcus  Aurelius. 
His  son  and  successor,  the  unworthy  Commodus,  repeated  all  the 
The  decline  wickedness  of  Caligula  and  Nero.  The  reign  of 
after  180  Commodus  marks  the  beginning  of  a  long  and  troubled 
period  during  which  the  empire  entered  on  its  down- 
ward course.  But  the  story  of  the  decline  of  Rome  belongs  to 
another  chapter,  and  requires  another  treatment. 

174.    Latin  Literature  under  the  Early  Empire 

The  half  century  included  within  the  Augustan  Age  marks  a  real 
epoch  in  the  history  of  Latin  literature.  The  most  famous  Roman 
Vergn.  70-  author  of  this  period  was  the  poet  Vergil,  As  an  artist, 
zpB.C;  the  Vergil's  highest  achievement  was  the  adaptation  of 

ogues.  Qreek  hexameter  verse  *  to  the  service  of  Latin  poetry. 
Lucretius*  had  already  used  the  hexameter  as  the  medium  of  his 
poem  j  Vergil  molded  it  into  a  magnificent  measure,  the  very  per- 
fection of  which  made  any  further  development  impossible.  As 
an  artist,  Vergil  had  supreme  excellence.  For  the  form  and 
motive  of  his  three  great  poems,  he  was  content  to  rely  on  Greek 
models.  His  earliest  verses,  the  Bucolics  (also  called  Eclogues)^ 
are  close  imitations  of  the  Idylls  of  Theocritus.'  Their  publica- 
tion at  once  brought  Vergil  into  the  Augustan  court,  where  he 
won  the  warm  favor  of  Maecenas,  a  generous  patron  of  literature. 

The  suggestion  of  Maecenas  led  the  youthful  poet  to  undertake 
his  next  great  work  —  the  Georgics.  This  is  a  long  poem  deal- 
The  ing  with  agricultural  life  in  Italy.     Hesiod's  Works 

Georgics.  ^^^  Days  supplied  the  model,  but  the  Roman  writer's 
work  measures  infinitely  above  his  Greek  original.  Vergil  was 
able  to  throw  over  prosaic  details,  such  as  the  planting  of 
corn,  the  care  of  trees  and  vines,  the  breeding  of  horses  and 
cattle,  the  keeping  of  bees,  a  poetic  glamor  which  still  survives. 
This  poem  was  written  so  carefully  that  the  author  is  said  to  have 
averaged  but  one  line  a  day  during  its  composition, 

1  See  page  151  and  note  i.      <  See  page  435.      *  See  page  a89» 
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Under  the  inspiration  of  Augustus  Vergil  undertook  his  last 
and  most  famous  work,  a  long  epic  in  the  Homeric  manner. 
The  /Eneidy  in  form^  is  a  narrative  of  the  adventures 
of  the  Trojan  hero,  ^neas/  but  its  true  theme  is  the 
growth  of  Rome  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  gods.  In  this 
majestic  poem  the  genius  of  Vergil  enlarged  with  its  subject. 
The  ^neidy  though  unfinished  at  the  author's  death,  became  at 
once  what  it  has  always  remained,  the  only  ancient  epic  worthy 
of  comparison  with  the  Iliad  or  the  Odyssey, 

Another  member  of  the  Augustan  circle  was  Vergil's  friend  and 
fellow-worker,  Horace.     An  imitative  poet,  Horace  reproduced  in 
Latin  verse  the  forms,  and  sometimes  even  the  sub- 
Stance,  of  his  Greek  models.     But  like  Vergil,  what  g  3  q,  . 
Horace  borrowed  he  made  his  own  by  the  added  subjecta  of 
beauty  which  he  gave  to  it.    The  first  work  of  Horace        Po*™«- 
was  a  book  of  Satires,  a  series  of  witty  poems  exhibiting  his 
gifts  of  humor,  good-fellowship,  and  good  sense.     Shortly  after 
their  publication,  Maecenas  presented  Horace  with  his  much-loved 
villa  among  the  Sabine  hills,  not  far  from  Rome.     From  this  de- 
lightful retreat  proceeded  the  works  which  have  linked  the  name 
of  Horace  with  that  of  Vergil  as  the  most  popular  of  Roman 
poets.    These  poems  included  a  second  book  of  Satires;  a  col- 
lection of  Epistles  written  in  verse;  and  above  all  the   Odes, 
perhaps  the  most  admirable  examples  of  literary  art  to  be  found 
in  any  literature. 

Horace  is  the  poet  of  the  golden  mean :  accept  in  contentment 
the  gifts  the  gods  provide ;  do  not  strive  for  an  impossible  happi- 
ness ;  a  cozy  home,  good  cheer,  and  kind  friends,  will 

Character- 
enable  you  to  pass  an  untroubled  existence.     Thus  isticaof 

the  poetry  of  Horace  presents  in  winning^  guise  the  Horace  as 
commonplace  philosophy  of  the  ordinary  man.     And  *  ^^  ' 
surely  this  philosophy  has  never  had  a  more  attractive  setting. 
Ovid,  the  third  of  the  great  Augustan  poets,  is  chiefly  remembered 

1  See  page  31a. 
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for  his  Metamorphoses.  This  lengthy  collection  of  stories  deals 
with  persons  who  are  transformed  from  their  human  shapes  into 
Q^j  trees,  stones,  and  animals.    Ovid's  materials  were 

^  B.Cw-  borrowed  from  Greek  literature,  but  the  Roman  poet 
*7  A-^'-  used  them  so  skillfully  that  his  work  became  a  stand- 

ard repository  of  the  classic  myths. 

The  greatest  prose  writer  of  this  period  and  the  most  eloquent 
of  all  Roman  historians  was  Livy.  His  History  of  Rome ^  beginning 
with  Romulus  and  extending  to  Augustus,  is  an  epic 
rianLivy,  ^^  Roman  greatness.  It  did  in  prose  what  Vergil's 
59  B.C.-  /Eneid  did  in  verse.  Although  much  of  this  work  has 
'"^    *  perished,  enough  has  survived  to  establish  its  place  in 

the  first  rank  of  Latin  literary  productions.  In  Livy's  picturesque 
pages  we  cannot  be  sure  of  always  finding  a  trustworthy  account 
of  actual  events ;  but  we  can  never  fail  to  find  a  brilliant,  graphic 
portrayal  of  the  past. 

The  period  of  the  **  Good  Emperors  "  saw  the  rise  of  several 
authors,  of  whom  one,  the  historian  Tacitus,  was  a  man  of  command- 
The  hlsto-  ^^^  genius.  In  his  earliest  work,  a  Dialogue  on  Orators^ 
rian  Tacitus,  he  discussed  the  reasons  for  the  decline  of  oratory 
55-1x8  A.D.  gjjjjsg  Cicero's  day.  This  was  followed  by  a  charming 
life  of  his  father-in-law,  Agricola,  a  Roman  general  who  distin- 
guished  himself  in  Britain.  About  the  same  time  Tacitus  published 
a  brief  treatise  on  Germany  and  its  peoples.  The  book  is  of  es- 
pecial interest  as  one  of  the  earliest  accounts  of  the  barbarians 
who  were  destined  to  overthrow  the  empire.  But  the  crowning 
labor  of  his  life  was  a  history  of  Rome  from  Tiberius  to  Domitian. 
Of  this  work,  issued  under  the  two  titles  of  Histories  and  Annals^ 
only  about  one  half  is  extant.  The  loss  of  so  much  of  the  narrative 
is  one  of  the  great  calamities  of  literature. 

Tacitus  stands  to  his  predecessor,  Livy,  in  much  the  same  re- 
lation in  which  Thucydides  stands  to  Herodotus.^  Livy's  splendid 
theme  was  the  rise  and  growth  of  the  Roman  state  during  eight 

A  See  pages  251-352. 
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centuries  of  triumphal  progress.    Tacitus  related  the  history  of  a 
period  when  the  vices  and  crimes  of  the  imperial  court  had  be- 
come a  stench  in  the  nostrils  of  honest  men.     It  was  character- 
thus  a  gloomy  narrative  which  Tacitus  had  to  tell.     His  istics  of 
manner  in  telling  it  is  that  of  the  preacher  and  moral-   **^**""' 
ist  who  cannot  paint  his  pictures  in  colors  too  glaring,  if  men  will 
only  learn  a  lesson  from  the  presentation.    Tacitus,  indeed,  was  a 
satirist  disguised  as  a  historian.     His  spirit  of  bitter  hostility  to 
the  imperial  government  often  marred  his  judgment  and  prevented 
him  from  making  his  work  a  truthful  record  of  historic  fact.     But 
no  ancient  writer  possessed  a  more  brilliant  style. 

Less  than  two  hundred  years  separate  Cicero  and  Tacitus.    In 
this  brief  period  Latin  authors,  writing  under  the  influence  of  old 
Greece,  accomplished  much  good  and  valuable  work,  survival  of 
Some  of  this  work,  in  its  chosen  field,  is  scarcely  in-  Latin  lit- 
ferior  to  the  Greek  masterpieces  themselves.    During  •"*"'•• 
the  Middle  Ages,  when  Greek  literature  was  either  neglected  or 
forgotten  in  the  West,  the  literature  of  Rome  was  still  read  and 
enjoyed.     Throughout  this  period,  and  until  two  centuries  ago, 
Latin  was  the  ordinary  language  of  science,  philosophy,  law,  and 
theology  —  indeed  of  all  learned  writing  whatsoever.     And  in  its 
liturgy  of  praise  and  prayer  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  still 
preserves  the  speech  of  ancient  Rome. 

Studies 

I.  On  an  outline  map  indicate  the  additions  to  Roman  territory:  during 
the  reign  of  Augustus,  31  B.c.~i4  A.D.;  during  the  period  14-180  A.D. 
2.  Look  up  the  origin  of  our  words  "emperor,"  "prince,"  "palace," 
**  January,"  **  July,"  and  "  August."  3.  Connect  the  proper  events  with  the 
following  dates:  79  A.D.;  180  a.d.;  9  A.D.;  14  a.d.  4.  Whom  do  you 
consider  the  greater  man,  Julius  Csesar  or  Augustus?  Give  reasons  for 
your  answer.  5.  Compare  the  Augustan  Age  at  Rome  with  the  Age 
of  Pericles  at  Athens.  6.  What  is  the  Monumentum  Ancyranum  and  its 
historic  importance  (illustration,  page  445)  ?  7.  How  did  the  worship  of 
the  Caesars  connect  itself  with  ancestor  worship?  8.  Why  is  the  hattle  of  the 
Teutoherg  Forest  properly  reckoned  among  the  world's  decisive  battles? 
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9.  Compare  the  overthrow  of  Varus  by  the  Germans  with  Braddock's  defeat 
by  the  French  and  Indians.  xo.  Compare  Arminius  and  Boadicea  with 
Vercingetorix  and  Viriathus.  ii.  In  the  reign  of  what  Roman  emperor  was 
Jesus  born?  In  whose  reign  was  he  crucified?  12.  How  did  the  ''year 
of  anarchy"  after  Nero's  death  exhibit  a  weakness  in  the  imperial  sys- 
tem? 13.  Why  has  Trajan's  Column  (illustration,  page  456)  been  called  a 
« chiseled  picture  book"?  14.  How  many  provinces  existed  under  Trajan? 
15.  What  modern  countries  are  included  within  the  limits  of  the  Roman 
Empire  in  the  age  of  Trajan?  16.  What  were  the  natural  boundaries 
(riverSy  seas,  deserts,  mountains)  of  the  empire  under  Trajan?  17.  Com« 
pare  the  extent  of  the  Roman  Empire  under  Trajan  with  (<i)  the  empire  of 
Alexander;  (^)  the  empire  of  Darius.  18.  Give  the  Roman  names  of 
Spain,  Italy,  Gaul,  Germany,  Britain,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  19.  How  is 
the  reign  of  Antoninus  Pius  an  illustration  of  the  saying,  **  Happy  is  the 
people  whose  annals  are  uninteresting  "?  20.  Of  the  Roman  emperors  from 
Augustus  to  Marcus  Aurelius  which  one  had  the  most  attractive  personality? 
Which  one  performed  the  greatest  services  for  the  empire?  Which  one  was 
the  ablest  general?  the  wisest  administrator?  21.  How  did  the  Roman 
and  the  Parthian  empires  share  between  them  the  dominions  of  Alexander  in 
the  East? 
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175.    The  Defense  of  the  Empire 

The  two  centuries  between  Augustus   and  Marcus  Aurelius 
made  up  the  great  age  of  Roman  imperialism.     In  this  epoch 
our  interests  center  less  in  the  deeds  of  powerful  dj^jucter 
personalities  than  in  the  onward  progress  of  great  of  the  new 
civilizing  movements;    less  in  the    politics   of  the  •^^  * 
capital  city  than  in  the  course  of  events  throughout  the  Mediter- 
ranean world.    Roman  history  merged,  henceforth,  into  the  gen- 
eral history  of  classical  antiquity. 

The  Roman  Empire  was  a  civilized  state  girt  about  by  bar- 
barian foes.  Beyond  the  Rhine  and  Danube  were  the  Germans ; 
beyond  the  oases  of  Africa  and  Arabia,  the  nomads  of  the  desert ; 
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beyond  the  Euphrates,  the  scarcely  more  civilized  Parthian  tribes. 
Where  natural  barriers  of  river,  sea,  or  desert  did  not  suffice,  the 
Rome  and  empire  found  a  sure  defense  in  the  magnificent  stand- 
thd  bar-  ing  army.  Twenty-five  legions,  numbering,  with  the 
*^"*"*"  auxiliary  forces,  some  three  hundred  thousand  men, 
policed  the  provinces  and  garrisoned  every  point  of  danger  on  the 
long  frontier. 

The  standing  army  was  the  creation  of  Augustus,  who  formed 
the  legionaries  into  a  permanent  body  for  imperial  defense. 
The  legion-  They  were  attached  to  the  emperor  by  the  strongest 
ariea.  ties.     To   him,  as  commander-in-chief,  each  recruit 

took  a  solemn  oath  of  allegiance.  To  him  each  veteran  looked, 
when  his  term  of  service  was  over,  for  an  honorable  discharge,  a 
pension  in  money,  often,  also,  a  grant  of  land.  During  the 
first  two  centuries  of  the  empire  the  legions  commonly  remained 
loyal,  and  buttressed  with  their  swords  the  imperial  power. 

The  standing  army  of  the  empire  was  one  of  Rome's  mighty 
agencies  for  the  spread  of  her  civilization  over  barbarian  lands. 
Memberahip  ^^  membership  was  drawn  largely  from  the  border 
of  the  army,  provinces,  often  from  the  very  countries  where  the 
soldiers'  camps  were  fixed.  Though  the  army  became  less  and 
less  Roman  in  blood,  it  always  kept  in  character  and  spirit  the 
best  traditions  of  Rome.  The  steady  discipline  of  the  legions 
furnished  a  training  school  where  Spaniard,  Gaul,  and  Briton 
learned  to  be  honest,  obedient,  and  faithful.  When  their  military 
duties  were  over,  they  were  well  fitted  to  profit  by  the  full  Roman 
franchise  granted  to  them.  Rome  had  no  better  citizens  than 
her  old  soldiers. 

The  long  intervals  of  peace  were  not  passed  by  the  soldiers  in 

idleness.     Roman  armies  built  the  great  highways  that 
Uaeofthe  ,  .  /.    t  «     1 

army  in         penetrated  every  region  of  the  empire,  spanned  the 

time  of  streams  with   bridges,   raised   dikes   and  aqueducts, 

peace.  ^^^  taught  the  border  races  the  arts  of  civilization. 

It  was  due,  finally,  to  the  labors  of  the  legionaries,  that  the  most 
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exposed  parts  of  the  frontiers  were  provided  with  an  extensive 
system  of  walls  and  ramparts. 

ITS.    Roman  Frontier  Walls  and  Roads 
The   policy  of  at   once  marking   and   protecting  the  frontier 
by  fortifications  dated  from  the  reign  of  Augustus.    Domitiao 
began,  and  Hadrian  completed,  a  gigantic  scheme  pgftiOc*- 
of  defense  for  the  exposed  region  between  the  Danube  tku  in 
and  the  Rhine.    A  stone  and  earth  wall,  a  wooden  """""y- 
palisade  formed  of  stakes  planted  in  a  ditch,  and  a  chain  of  forts 


Wall  op  Hadrian  in  Britain 

were  constructed  for  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  miles  between 
the  upper  waters  of  the  two  rivers.  The  ruins  of  this  rampart 
exist  to-day. 

The  remains  of  Roman  fortifications  in  north  Britain  are  still 
more  impressive.     Between  the  Tyne  and  the  Solway,  a  distance 
of  seventy  miles,  Hadrian  built  a  wall  of  stone,  from  ^i^^  j^ 
six  to  eight  feet  thick  and  nearly  twenty  feet  in  height  fenaea  0* 
It  had  numerous  towers  and  gates  placed  at  irregular  ""•"■ 
intervals.    A  little  to   the  south  stretched  an  earthen  rampart 
protected  by  a  deep  ditch.    A  broad  road,  lined  with  seventeen 
military  camps,  ran  between  the  two  walls  for  the  entire  distance.' 
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Under  Antoninus  Pius,  yet  another  wall  was  constructed  from  the 
Forth  to  the  Clyde.  It  marked  the  farthest  advance  of  Roman 
dominion  in  Britain. 

The  Roman  system  of  roads  received  its  greatest  extension  during 
the  imperial  age.  The  principal  trunk  lines  began  at  the  gates  of 
The  Roman  K.ome  and  radiated  thence  to  every  quarter  of  the 
roads.  empire.*    Along  these  highways  sped  the  couriers  of 

the  Caesars,  carrying  dispatches,  and  making,  by  means  of  relays  of 
horses,  as  much  as  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  a  day.  They  re- 
sounded to  the  tramp  of  the  legionaries  hastening  to  quell  a  revolt 
in  some  far-off  province,  or  passing  to  their  stations  on  the  distant 
frontier.  Travelers  by  foot,  horseback,  or  litter  journeyed  on 
them  from  land  to  land,  employing  the  maps  which  described  routes 
and  distances.'  Traders  used  them  for  the  transport  of  merchan- 
dise, and  so  they  became  important  arteries  of  commerce.  In 
short,  the  Roman  roads  were  the  railways  of  antiquity. 

The  system  of  Roman  roads  in  the  provinces  is  well  illustrated 
by  those  of  Britain,  where  some  may  be  traced  at  the  present 
Roman  time.'    A  great  highway  connected  Dover  and  other 

roads  in  Kentish  ports  with  Londinium  (London)  on  the  Thames. 
Britain.  rpy^  place  became  a  center  of  trade  and  the  starting 
point  of  fresh  roads.  One  of  these,  now  called  "  Watling  Street," 
traversed  the  central  part  of  Britain,  and  reached  Uriconium 
(Wroxeter),  the  station  of  the  Fourteenth  legion.  This  road  was 
afterwards  prolonged  to  Deva  (Chester),  also  a  fortress  of  the 
legions,  and  a  stately  city  adorned  with  baths  and  temples.  '*Er- 
mine  Street "  ran  north  to  Eboracum  (York),  crossed  Hadrian's 
Wall,  and  at  length  reached  the  east  end  of  the  Wall  of  Antoninus 
Pius.     The  "Fosse  Way,"  another  important  road,  followed  a 

1  Augustus  set  up  in  the  Forum  a  "  Golden  Milestone,'*  on  which  were  inscribed 
the  names  of  the  roads,  together  with  a  list  of  the  chief  towns  reached  by  them, 
and  their  distances  from  Rome. 

>  An  example  of  one  of  these  road  maps  is  preserved  in  the  Imperial  Library  at 
Vienna.  It  is  a  copy  made  in  the  thirteenth  century  from  an  ancient  map  of  the 
Roman  Empire.  It  shows  the  chief  roads  and  important  towns  in  the  various 
provinces.  '  Sec  the  map,  page  451. 
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direction  from  southwest  to  northeast,  and  connected  what  are 
now  the  cities  of  Exeter  and  Lincoln.  As  the  map  indicates, 
many  branch  lines  extended  from  these  main  roads  to  other  parts  of 
the  island  under  Roman  rule.  At  almost  every  step  of  the  traveler's 
course  along  these  highways  there  are  traces  of  the  Roman 
occupation  of  Britain :  the  coins  of  a  treasure  chest,  images  of 
pagan  gods,  inscriptions  on  tombs  and  altars,  sometimes  the  walls 
of  a  soldiers'  camp,  now  marked  by  grassy  mounds. 

In  her  roads  and  fortifications,  in  the  living  rampart  of  her 
legions,  Rome  long  found  security.  Except  for  the  districts  con- 
quered by  Trajan  but  abandoned  by  Hadrian,*  the  xhe  pax 
empire  during  this  period  did  not  lose  a  province.  Romana. 
For  two  hundred  years,  throughout  an  area  as  large  as  the  United 
States,  the  civilized  world  rested  under  what  an  ancient  writer 
calls  "the  immense  majesty  of  the  Roman  peace."* 

177.    The  Provinces 

The  Roman  Empire,  at  its  widest  extent  in  the  second  century, 
included  forty-three   provinces.      The   new  imperial  c^^^j^^jn 
system  conferred  on  them  great  and  lasting  benefits,  of  the 
They  were  shielded  from   barbarian  invasion ;   they  P'^^"'^^- 
were  brought  into  close  contact  through  the  opportunities  for 
travel  and  trade ;  they  were  given  good  government. 

The  improvements  in  the  provincial  system  made  by  Augustus 
marked  out  the  lines  which  later  rulers  followed.  The  prov- 
inces were  divided  into  two  groups,  those  admin-  iniperiai  and 
istered  by  the  Senate  and  those  which  the  emperor  senatorial 
took  under  his  direct  control.  The  latter  included  P'**^*"^*^**- 
the  newer  territories  which  had  been  recently  conquered  and  the 
great  frontier  districts  in  contact  with  the  barbarians.  These  im- 
perial possessions  became  so  numerous  that  finally  three  fourths 
of  the  empire,  including  the  most  populous  and  wealthy  regions, 
were  entirely  removed  from  the  Senate's  sphere  of  influence. 

1  See  page  457.  *  Hiny,  Natural  History,  xxvii,  1. 
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The  emperor  managed  his  provinces  through  deputies  appointed 
by  himself.  The  new  officers  were  the  emperor's  personal  serv- 
Thenew  ^^%  responsible  to  him  alone  and  holding  office  at 
goTernors.  his  pleasure.  During  their  term,  which  faithful  service 
might  lengthen  into  many  years,  the  governors  administered  local 
concerns,  commanded  the  armies,  and  acted  as  judges  in  im- 
portant cases.  But  they  did  not  exercise  the  absolute  authority 
of  the  republican  propraetors  and  proconsuls.  They  had  a  master 
in  the  emperor  at  Rome  who  watched  their  conduct  and  issued 
orders  for  their  guidance. 

Another  wise  measure  was  the  creation  of  a  civil  service  system. 
A  governor  who  succeeded  in  one  position  received  promotion  to 
The  civil  ^  higher  post.  For  this  reason  men  of  ability  and 
•anrice.  ambition  were  glad  to  enter  the  employment  of  the 

emperor.  Government  by  trained  experts  took  the  place  of  mis- 
government  by  the  untrained  novices  of  republican  days.  This 
reformed  provincial  system,  begun  in  the  emperor's  own  prov- 
inces, was  afterwards  extended  over  the  entire  area  of  the  empire. 
None  better  was  ever  devised  in  ancient  times. 

A  further  very  important  reform  which  the  provincials  owed  to 

Augustus  concerned  taxation.     They  still  had  various  dues  to 

pay,  including  the  land  tax,  or  tribute,  which  was  the 
Taxation.  ^    ,  ,  /.  t^  rr^i  . 

most  profitable  source  of  Roman  revenue.     This  tax, 

however,  was  no  longer  farmed  out  to  greedy  publicans.  The 
governors,  likewise,  lost  their  old  privilege  of  extorting  vast  sums 
of  money  from  the  provincials  under  the  name  of  requisitions. 
There  was  now  a  regular  system  of  taxation,  the  amount  of  which 
was  fixed  by  a  census  of  the  inhabitants  and  property  in  the  em- 
pire.^    Rome,  at  length,  was  learning  how  to  rule. 

In  provincial  government,  as  in  many  other  matters,  the  wise 
policies  of  Augustus  were  adopted  by  his  successors.    Tiberius, 

1  The  student  will  recall  a  reference  in  the  New  Testament  to  this  census :  "  Now 
it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  there  went  out  a  decree  from  Csesar  Augustus,  that 
ail  the  world  should  be  enrolled  "  {Luke,  ii,  x). 
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when  urged  to  increase  the  tribute  paid  by  the  provinces,  re- 
plied, ''A  good  shepherd  shears  his  sheep,  but  does  not  flay 
them,"  *  a  maxim  which  sums  up  the  character  of  the  guc^^g^  ^ 
new  system.  Some  of  the  emperors  worst  hated  in  theproTla- 
Rome  itself— Tiberius,  Nero,  and  Domitian  —  were  c^  "y"**"- 
worshiped  abroad  for  the  blessings  of  their  rule.  Whether  good 
or  bad  monarchs  sat  on  the  throne  of  the  Csesars,  the  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  the  provinces  continued  unchecked. 

178.    Extension  of  Roman  Citizenship 

The  grant  of  Roman  citizenship  to  all  Italians  after  the  Social 
War  only  increased  for  a  time  the  contrast  between  Italy  and  the 
provinces.     But  even  before  the  fall  of  the  republic 

AssimilA- 
Caesar's  legislation  had  begun  the  work  of  uniting  the  ^^^  ^f  ^^ 

Roman  and  the  provincial.'     More  and  more  the  em-  man  «id 
perors  followed  in  his  footsteps.  ^" 

The  extension  of  Roman  citizenship  was  a  gradual  process  cover- 
ing two  centuries.  Although  Augustus  followed  a  cautious  policy, 
yet  the  number  of  Roman  citizens  during  his  reign  ^j^eiiiiiK 
reached  nearly  five  millions.  Claudius  gave  the  fran-  of  the  fran- 
chise to  a  large  part  of  Gaul,  and  thereby  increased  the  ^^'"••' 
citizen  body  to  about  seven  millions.  '*  I  am  not  unmindful  of 
the  fact,"  said  the  emperor,  in  a  sensible  speech,  "  that  the  Ro- 
man city  in  times  past  was  extended  to  the  Alps,  so  that  not  single 
individuals  but  entire  provinces  and  tribes  were  given  the  Roman 
name.  .  .  .  The  descendants  of  these  immigrants  remain  among 
us,  nor  do  they  yield  to  us  in  their  devotion  to  the  fatherland. 
What  other  cause  was  there  of  the  downfall  of  Sparta  and  of  Athens, 
states  once  powerful  in  arms,  save  this — that  they  closed  their 
gates  against  the  conquered  as  aliens?"*  Imitating  the  policy  of 
Claudius,  Vespasian  freely  admitted  provincials  to  the  Senate. 
Hadrian,  himself  a  provincial  from  Gaul,  completely  enfranchised 
his  native  country. 

1  Suetonius,  TUerius,  32.         >  See  page  427.         >  Tacitus,  Annals^  xi,  34. 
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It  was  left  for  the  emperor  Caracalla,  early  in  the  third  century,  to 
take  the  final  step.  In  212  a.d.  he  issued  a  famous  edict  which  be- 
Edict  of  stowed  Roman  citizenship  on  all  freeborn  inhabitants  of 
Caracaiu,  the  provinces.  The  emperor's  enemies  declared  that 
212  A.D.        j^^  ^  j^  jj^  jg^  ^Qj  ^  ^  measure  of  justice,  but  only  to  fill  his 

treasury.  On  the  death  of  Roman  citizens  an  inheritance  tax  of 
five  per  cent  had  to  be  paid  to  the  government  out  of  their  estates. 
Now,  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen,  this  tax  could  be  levied  throughout 
the  empire.  Whatever  were  Caracalla's  motives,  his  edict  finished 
the  work,  begun  so  many  centuries  before,  of  making  Roman 
all  the  ancient  world. 

The  gift  of  complete  citizenship,  though  it  increased  the  burden 
of  taxation,  brought  no  slight  advantage  to  those  who  possessed  it 
PriTiieees  ^  Roman  citizen  could  not  be  maltreated,  or  punished 
of  Roman  without  a  legal  trial  before  Roman  courts.  If  accused 
^  "*•  in  a  capital  case,  he  could  always  protect  himself 
against  an  unjust  decision  by  an  "  appeal  to  Csssar  "  ;  that  is,  to  the 
emperor  at  Rome.  St.  Paul  did  this  on  one  occasion  when  on 
trial  for  his  Ufe.^  Wherever  he  lived,  a  Roman  citizen  enjoyed, 
both  for  his  person  and  his  property,  the  protection  of  Roman 
law. 

179.    Development  of  Roman  Law 

The  Romans  were  the  most  legal-minded  people  of  antiquity. 
It  was  their  mission  to  give  laws  to  the  world.  The  code  of  the 
The  Twelve  Twelve  Tables,'  which  they  framed  almost  at  the  out- 
Tables,  set  of  the  republic,  bears  the  marks  of  a  half-barbarous 
age.  It  was  very  harsh.  Fathers  were  given  absolute  control 
over  the  persons  and  property  of  their  children.  Creditors  were  al- 
lowed to  throw  their  insolvent  debtors  into  prison  or  to  sell  them 
as  slaves.  It  was  very  technical.  An  advocate  who  made  a  single 
error  in  reciting  a  legal  formula  lost  his  case.  It  was  illiberal, 
since  foreigners  and  slaves    had  no  rights    in   Roman   courts. 

1  See  Acts,  xxv,  9-xa.    Compare  also  Acts,  xxii,  25-99.         >  See  page  331. 
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Finally,  the  code  was  so  brief  and  incomplete  that  many  questions 
were  left  unsettled.  The  Twelve  Tables,  clearly  enough,  could 
not  meet  the  needs  of  a  progressive  state  like  Rome. 

The  improvement  of  Roman  law  was  a  gradual  process  covering 
several  centuries.    It  began  with  the  legislation  of  the  prsstors.^ 
A  praetor,  who  served  as  a  judge,  had  to  interpret  the  impjQ^^ 
Twelve  Tables  and  apply  them  to  controversies  be-  ment  of  the 
tween  Roman  citizens.     He  soon  found  it  necessary  to  ^^^  ^^' 
provide  new  legal  remedies  for  cases  not  covered  by  the  ancient 
code.    In  this  way  he  became  himself  a  source  of  law,  just  as  are 
American  judges  at  the  present  time.    The  edicts  which  he  issued 
during  his  term  of  office,  if  wise  and  judicious,  were  adopted  by 
his  successors.    Thus  the  Roman,  or  civil,  law  was  slowly  fitted 
to  satisfy  the  needs  of  an  advancing  society. 

Great  progress  took  place  in  another  direction.  As  foreigners 
settled  in  Rome,  and  as  that  city  extended  her  rule  over  Italy, 
disputes  constantly  arose  between  Roman  citizens  and  xhe  <*iawof 
Roman  subjects.  It  was  necessary  to  appoint  another  nations." 
officer,  called  the  praetor  for  foreigners,  to  judge  in  such  cases. 
Similarly,  when  Rome  sent  a  governor  into  one  of  the  provinces,  it 
became  his  duty  to  settle  questions  between  Roman  citizens  and 
provincials,  or  between  provincials  of  different  cities.  Neither  the 
praetor  for  foreigners  nor  the  governor  could  follow  the  civil  law, 
since  that  applied  to  Romans  alone.  Yet  justice  had  to  be  done. 
Gradually  these  officers  formed  a  new  set  of  rules,  which  came  to 
be  known  as  the  ^'  law  of  nations." 

This  "  law  of  nations  "  was  much  superior  to  the  old  civil  law. 
The  praetor  or  governor,  in  framing  it,  was  guided  by  his  sense  of 
justice  and  right,  and  by  his  knowledge  of  the  customs  j^  influence 
which  were  common  to  the  subject  peoples.  Roman  over  the 
magistrates,  after  a  time,  began  to  adopt  some  of  its  ^^^^  **^' 
principles  into  their  own  civil  law.  They  would  apply  to  citizens 
the  same  rules  that  the   praetor  for  foreigners  followed  in  his 

1  See  page  333. 
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court.  For  instance,  the  excellent  law  of  commerce  framed  by 
Rhodian  merchants  ^  found  a  place  in  Roman  jurisprudence.  More 
and  more  the  old  Roman  law  tended  to  take  over  and  absorb  all 
that  was  best  in  the  legal  customs  of  antiquity. 

Thus  as  the  extension  of  the  citizenship  carried  the  principles  and 
practice  of  Roman  law  to  every  quarter  of  the  empire,  the  spirit  of 
Character  ^^*^  ^^  underwent  an  entire  change.  It  became 
of  later  exact,  impartial,  liberal,  humane.    It  limited  the  use  of 

Roman  law.  torture  to  force  confession  from  persons  accused  of 
crime.  It  protected  the  child  against  a  father's  tyranny.  It  pro- 
vided that  a  master  who  killed  a  slave  should  be  punished  as  a 
murderer,  and  even  taught  that  all  men  are  originally  free  by  the 
law  of  nature,  and  therefore  that  slavery  itself  is  contrary  to  natural 
right.  Justice  it  defined  as  '*  the  steady  and  abiding  purpose  to 
give  every  man  that  which  is  his  own."  *  Roman  law,  which  began 
as  the  rude  code  of  a  primitive  people,  ended  as  the  most  refined 
and  admirable  system  of  jurisprudence  ever  framed  by  man. 

These  great  changes  commenced  in  republican  times,  but  they 

received  their  final  form  during  the  imperial  epoch.     Law  had 

now  become  a  profession  :  there  were  two  law  schools 
Work  of  the    . 
juriata ;  the    ^°  Rome  under  Augustus,  and  afterwards  many  in  the 

Perpetnal  provinces.  A  class  of  learned  lawyers  arose  who 
helped  the  emperors  in  making  decisions  and  judg- 
ments. The  jurists  collected  the  written  sources  of  the  law, 
especially  the  praetors'  edicts,  explained  them,  and  purged  them 
of  errors.  In  Hadrian's  reign,  and  by  the  direction  of  that  emperor, 
all  these  edicts  were  formed  into  one  body  of  law  called  the 
Perpetual  Edict.  This  work  was  to  be  binding  in  every  Roman 
court. 

Four  centuries  after  Hadrian,  during  the  reign  of  the  emperor 
Justinian  (527-565  a.d.),  the  immense  body  of  Roman  law  was 
collected,  analyzed,  and  put  into  scientific  form.  Under  the  name 
of  the  Corpus  Juris  Civilis  it  passed  from  ancient  Rome  to  modern 

1  See  page  288.  >  InstUuUs,  bk.  i,  tit  L 
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Europe.  The  existing  law  of  such  countries  as  France  and  Ger- 
many, Italy  and  Spain,  is  based  on  the  Roman  system.  Even  the 
Common  Law  of  England,  which  has  been  adopted  by  corpus  Juris 
the  United  States,  owes  some  of  its  principles  to  the  Ci^iU*- 
Roman  code.^  The  law  of  Rome,  because  of  this  widespread  in- 
fluence, is  rightly  reckoned  one  of  her  greatest  gifts  to  civilization. 

180.    Spread  of  the  Latin  Language 

The  conquest  by  Latin  of  the  languages  of  the  world  is  almost 
as  interesting  and  important  a  story  as  the  conquest  by  Rome 
of  the  nations  of  the  world.     At  the  outset  of  Roman  p^^^„ 
history  Latin  was  the  common  speech  of  only  the  Latin  in 
people  of  Latium.     Even  in  this  small  territory  each  ^•**""' 
of  the  important  towns,  such  as  Rome,  Tusculum,  Praeneste,  and 
Tibur,  had  its  own  variety  or  dialect  of  Latin.    After  Rome  be- 
came supreme  in  Latium,  the  Latin  peoples  who  visited  the  me- 
tropolis to  vote,  to  hear  political  speeches  in  the  law  courts  and 
assemblies,  and  to  listen  to  plays  in  the  theater  felt  ashamed  of 
their  local  ways  of  speech  and  gradually  gave  them  up.     Roman 
Latin  became  the  language  of  all  Latium.    This  marks  the  first 
stage  in  the  conquest  of  the  world  by  the  I^tin  of  Rome. 

Beyond  the  limits  of  Latium,  Latin  came  into  contact  with  the 
speech  of  many  different  peoples.  At  least  nine  distinct  languages 
were  found  in  early  Italy.  Some  of  these,  such  as  Greek  Latin  in 
and  Etruscan,  soon  disappeared  after  the  Roman  con-  Itslj. 
quest  of  the  peninsula,  but  the  languages  spoken  by  native  Italian 
peoples  showed  more  power  of  resistance.  It  was  not  until  the 
last  century  B.C.  that  Latin  was  thoroughly  established  in  central  and 
southern  Italy.  After  the  Social  War  the  Italian  peoples  became 
citizens  of  Rome,  and  with  Roman  citizenship  went  the  use  of  the 
Latin  tongue.  This  marks  the  second  stage  in  the  conquest  of 
the  world  by  the  Latin  of  Rome. 

1  The  code  of  Louisiana,  a  state  once  a  French  possession,  is  still  largely  derived 
from  Roman  law. 
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The  Romans  carried  their  language  to  the  barbarian  peoples  of 
the  West,  as  they  had  carried  it  to  Latium  and  to  Italy.  Their  mis- 
Latin  in  the  sionaries  were  the  colonists,  merchants,  soldiers,  and 
western  public  officials  who  settled  in  the  western  provinces. 
proTinces.  rj.^^  Latin  spoken  by  them  was  eagerly  taken  up  by 
the  rude,  unlettered  natives,  who  tried  to  make  themselves  as  Ro- 
man as  possible  in  dress,  customs,  and  speech.  This  provincial 
Latin  was  not  simply  the  language  of  the  upper  classes,  like  the 
English  of  our  day  in  India ;  ^  the  common  people  themselves 
used  it  freely,  as  we  know  from  thousands  of  inscriptions  found  all 
over  western  and  central  Europe.  In  the  countries  which  now 
make  up  Spain,  France,  Switzerland,  southern  Austria,  England, 
and  north  Africa,  the  old  national  tongues  were  abandoned  for  the 
Latin  of  Rome. 

The  decline  of  the  Roman  Empire  did  not  bring  about  the 
downfall  of  the  Latin  language  in  the  West.  It  became  the  basis 
Romance  of  the  so-called  Romance  languages  —  French,  Italian, 
languages.  Spanish,  and  Portuguese  —  which  developed  in  the 
Middle  Ages  out  of  the  spoken  Latin  of  the  common  people. 
Thus  this  wonderful  Latin  tongue  has  continued  to  hold  to  the 
present  day  a  very  large  part  of  the  territory  which  it  gained  nearly 
two  thousand  years  ago.  Even  our  English  language,  which  comes 
to  us  from  the  speech  of  the  German  invaders  of  Britain,  contains 
so  many  words  of  Latin  origin  that  we  can  scarcely  utter  a  sentence 
without  using  some  of  them.  The  rule  of  Rome  has  passed  away ; 
the  language  of  Rome  still  remains  to  enrich  the  intellectual  life 
of  mankind. 

181.   The  Hunicipalities 

The  world  under  Roman  rule  was  a  world  of  cities.  Some  had 
earlier  been  native  settlements,  such  as  Julius  Cassar  found  in 
Gaul.    Others  were  the  splendid  Hellenistic  foundations  in  the 

1  England  has  ruled  over  India  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  yet  not  more 
than  ten  natives  in  a  thousand  can  read  and  write  the  language  of  their  conquerors. 
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East.    Many  more  were  of  Roman  origin^  arising  from  the  colonies 

and  fortified  camps  in  which  citizens  and  soldiers  had  ^     . 

'^  Preyalence 

settled.^    Where  Rome  did  not  find  cities,  she  created  of  city  life, 
them. 

The  number  of  such  cities  is  surprisingly  great.  They  lined  the 
banks  of  the  Rhone,  the  Rhine,  and  the  Danube.  Over  a  hdn- 
dred  were  organized  in  Dacia.  The  province  of  Asia  Kumber  of 
had  half  a  thousand,  which  more  than  equaled  those  of  citids. 
ancient  Ionia.  Egypt  reckoned  forty  of  importance,  besides 
many  lesser  towns.  In  north  Africa  the  ''  Roman  peace  "  worked 
miracles,  and  crowded  its  now  sandy  wastes  with  a  multitude  of 
populous  communities. 

Not  only  were  the  cities  numerous,  but  many  of  them,  even  when 
judged  by  modem  standards,  reached  great  size.  Rome  was  the 
largest,  her  population  being  estimated  at  from  one  some  impor- 
to  two  millions.  Alexandria  came  next  with  more  tant  centera. 
than  half  a  million  people.'  Syracuse  was  the  third  metropolis 
of  the  empire.  Italy  contained  such  important  towns  as  Verona, 
Milan,  and  Ravenna.  In  Gaul  were  Marseilles,  Ntmes,  Bordeaux, 
Lyons — all  cities  with  a  continuous  existence  to  the  present  day. 
In  Britain  York  and  London  were  seats  of  commerce,  Chester 
and  Lincoln '  were  military  colonies,  and  Bath  was  celebrated  then, 
as  now,  for  its  medicinal  waters.  Carthage  and  Corinth  had  risen 
in  new  splendor  from  their  ashes.  Athens  was  still  the  home  of 
Greek  art  and  Greek  culture.  Asia  included  such  ancient  and 
important  centers  as  Pergamum,  Smyrna,  Ephesus,  Rhodes,  and 
Antioch.  The  student  who  reads  in  his  New  Testament  the  Acls 
of  the  Apostles  will  get  a  vivid  impression  of  these  and  other 
great  capitals  of  antiquity. 

Every  municipality  was  a  Rome  in  miniature.     It  had  its  forum 

1  Several  English  cities,  such  as  Lancaster,  Leicester,  Manchester,  and  Chester, 
betray  in  their  names  their  origin  in  the  Roman  casira,  or  camp. 

3  It  was  not  until  the  eighteenth  century  that  London  and  Paris  included  half  a 
million  inhabitants,  and  not  until  the  nineteenth  century  that  they  reached  the 
million  mark.  '  The  Roman  Lindum  Colonia. 
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and  senate-house,  its  temples,  theaters,  and  baths,  its  circus  for 
racing,  and  its  amphitheater  ^  for  gladiatorial  combats.  Most  of 
Appearance  ^^^  municipalities  enjoyed  an  abundant  supply  of 
of  the  cltiea.  water,  and  some  had  good  sewer  systems.  The  larger 
towns  had  well-paved,  though  narrow,  streets.  Pompeii,  a  small 
place  ofscarcely  thirty  thousand  inhabitants,  still  exists  to  give  us 
some  idea  of  the  appearance  of  one  of  these  ancient  cities.  And 
what  we  find  at  Pompeii  was  repeated  on  a  more  splendid  scale 
in  hundreds  of  places  from  the  Danube  to  the  Nile,  from  Britain 
to  Arabia. 

The  municipalities  of  Roman  origin  copied  the  government 
of  Rome  itself.  Each  had  a  council,  or  curiae  modeled  on  the 
City  gov-  Senate.  The  members  (curiales)  were  mostly  ex- 
emment.  magistrates.  A  popular  assembly  chose  quaestors, 
sediles,  and  two  chief  magistrates,  called  duumviri,  corresponding 
to  the  consuls.  These  officials  were  generally  rich  men;  they 
received  no  salary,  and  in  fact  had  to  pay  a  large  sum  on  entering 
office.  The  municipalities  not  of  Roman  origin  possessed  at  first 
a  greater  variety  of  governments.  More  and  more,  however,  they 
tended  to  conform  to  the  Roman  pattern.  In  this  imitation  of 
the  imperial  city  we  have  an  example  of  the  magical  power  which 
Rome  exerted  over  her  most  distant  subjects. 

The  life  which  people  led  in  such  municipalities  resembled 
that  at  Rome.  Local  politics  excited  the  keenest  interest  Many 
of  the  inscriptions  found  on  the  walls  of  Pompeii 
are  election  placards  recommending  particular  candi- 
dates for  office.  Some  statements  are  very  much  to  the  point, 
as,  "Vote  for  Gains  Julius  Polybius,  he  provides  fine  bread,"  or 
"Vote  for  Bruttius  Balbus,  he  will  manage  the  city  treasury  well." 

1 A  large  amphitheater,  capable  of  holding  about  20,000  people,  has  been  exca- 
vated at  Pompeii.  The  structure  at  Ntmes  in  southern  France  is  the  finest  still 
standing  outside  Italy.  The  English  town  of  Dorchester  possesses  a  complete  little 
amphitheater,  grass-grown,  but  still  preserving  the  outlines  of  the  original  building. 
It  has  been  used  by  the  novelist,  Thomas  Hardy,  for  a  scene  in  his  book,  T/ke 
Mayor  of  Caster  bridge  ^ 
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To  ridicule  a  candidate  some  one  wrote,  "All  the  sleepy  men 
nominate  Vatia  as  aedile."  Even  women  took  part  in  political 
contests.  Distributions  of  grain,  oil,  and  money  were  made  to 
needy  citizens  in  imitation  of  the  bad  Roman  practice.  There 
were  public  banquets,  imposing  festivals,  wild-beast  hunts,  and 
bloody  contests  of  gladiators,  like  those  at  Rome. 

The  municipalities  were  not  supported  by  the  imperial  revenues, 
or,  as  in  our  own  age,  out  of  direct  taxes  levied  on  the  citizens. 
Much  income  came  from  mines,  quarries,  and  other  support  of 
public  property.  Private  individuals,  however,  bore  a  tk«  cities, 
large  share  of  the  expenditures  for  pavements,  buildings,  educa- 
tion, feasts,  and  games.  Heavy  contributions  for  such  purposes 
were  expected  from  all  who  held  the  honor  of  a  magistracy.  A 
law  was  even  passed  forbidding  a  candidate  to  promise  great 
benefactions  to  the  voters,  unless,  after  election,  he  carried  them 
out. 

At  the  same  time  there  was  much  unselfish  giving.  Wealthy 
men  were  glad  to  win  the  applause  of  their  fellows  by  splendid 
donations.  Pliny  the  Younger,  a  Roman  governor  Phuan. 
under  Trajan,  was  not  a  very  rich  man  in  those  days  thropy. 
of  colossal  fortunes,  yet  his  presents  to  his  boyhood  home  — 
modem  Como  in  northern  Italy  —  included  a  library,  a  temple, 
and  endowments  for  teaching  and  charity.  The  prince  of  public 
benefactors  was  Herodes  Atticus,  the  tutor  of  Marcus  Aurelius. 
He  gave  an  aqueduct  to  Olympia,  a  race  course  to  Delphi,  a 
roofed  theater  to  Corinth,  and  to  Athens  a  marble  stadium  large 
enough  to  hold  all  the  citizens,*  besides  a  concert  hall  called  the 
Odeum.  Many  of  the  emperors  made  similar  gifts  for  public 
purposes.  There  probably  never  has  been  a  period  in  the  world's 
history,  unless  it  is  our  own,  when  wealth  was  more  generally  re- 
garded as  a  sacred  trust  for  the  benefit  of  society  at  large. 

1  This  stadium  was  destroyed  in  the  course  of  ages,  the  marble  being  burned 
for  lime.  In  1896  a  wealthy  Greek  reconstructed  the  building  in  beautiful  Pentelic 
marble,  and  here  the  first  celebration  of  the  new  Olympian  games  was  held. 
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The  busy,  throbbing  life  in  these  countless  centers  of  the  Roman 

world  has  long  since  been  stilled.    The  cities  themselves,  in  many 

instances,  have  utterly  disappeared.     Yet  something 
SifniflcAiiCd 
of  the  Ro-      ^^  survived  the  wreck  of  time.     The  forms  of  mu- 

nuui  mimici-  nicipal  government,  together  with  the  Roman  idea  of 
p  ays  em.  ^  ^^^^^  self-governing  city,  never  died  out  in  Europe. 
For  this  reason  the  municipal  system  of  Rome,  on  which  our  own 
is  so  largely  modeled,  may  be  considered  one  of  her  most  pre- 
cious legacies  to  modern  times. 

182.    Commerce  and  Industry 

The  first  two  centuries  of  our  era  formed  the  golden  age  of 
Roman  commerce.  The  emperors  fostered  it  in  many  ways. 
Promotion  Augustus  and  his  successors  kept  the  seas  free  from 
of  com-  pirates,  built  lighthouses  and  improved  harbors,  po- 

merce.  |j^g^  ^j^^  highroads,   and  made   travel  by  land  both 

speedy  and  safe.  An  imperial  currency^  replaced  the  various 
national  coinages  with  their  limited  circulation.  The  vexatious 
import  and  export  duties,  levied  by  different  countries  and  cities 
on  foreign  produce,  were  swept  away.  Unhampered  by  such 
restrictions,  a  system  of  free  trade  flourished  between  the  cities 
and  provinces  of  the  Roman  world. 

Roman  commerce  followed,  in  general,  the  routes  which  Phoe- 
nicians had  discovered  centuries  before.'  After  the  annexation 
of  Gaul  the  rivers  of  that  country  became  channels  of  trade  be- 
tween western  Europe  and  Italy.    The  conquest  of  the  districts 

1  Roman  money  at  first  consisted  solely  of  the  copper  as.  In  the  third  cen- 
tury B.C.  two  silver  coins,  the  denarius  and  the  sestertius,  were  introduced.  Ac- 
cording to  the  usual  reckoning,  2J^  asses  =:  i  sestertius  (nearly  5  cents) ;  4  sestertii 
^  I  denarius;  1000  sestertii  —  i  sestertium  (nearly  J50).  The  sestertium,  like  the 
Greek  talent,  was  not  a  coin,  but  only  an  expression  used  in  reckoning.  During 
the  last  century  of  the  republic  gold  coins  came  into  common  use.  It  is  worthy 
of  note  that  the  English  signs  for  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  £,  s.,  d.,  are  abbre- 
viations of  tfie  Latin  words  Mrte,  soiidi,  denarii.  The  name  of  the  Latin  solidus^ 
a  gold  coin,  survives  in  the  French  s<m  and  Italian  soldo.  (For  illustrations  of 
Roman  coins,  see  the  frontispiece.)  ^  See  the  map,  page  87. 
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north  and  south  of  the  Danube  opened  up  an  important  route  be- 
tween central  Europe  nnd  the  Mediterranean.    Imports  from  the 
far  eastern  countries  came  by  caravan  through  Asia  to  prjneipai 
ports  on  the  Black  Sea.    The  water  routes  led  by  way  trada 
of  the  Persian  Gulf  to  the  great  Syrian  cities  of  An-  ""*'*• 
tioch  and  Palmyra,  and  by  way  of  the  Red  Sea  to  Alexandria  on 
the  Nile.     From  these 
thriving  commercial 
centers,  products  were 
shipped  to  every  region 
of  the  empire. 

Rome  formed  the 
great  world  market  to 
which  all  lines  of  trans- 
port by  sea  and  land 
converged.  The  Med- 
iterranean was  covered 
with  ships,   making. 


with  a  fair 


Tiaupoita- 


wind,  ten  "on- 

miles  an  hour,  and 

large  enough,  at  least  in 

one  instance,  to  carry  *  «"«*?  Freight  Ship 

an    Egyptian   obelisk.       'Ji^ni^^^Jt'^  «hir*il'l^*i"do!lVN'I!^ 

The  chief  port  of  entry  the  firm  ot  Viaory  on  the  top  of  the  linsle  mul  mud  lh= 
r       r       ■  J      _  ikconlioUDfihiiiuiiiuilwilhthevoLf  ind  Iwini.    The 

for  foreign  goods  was    .hipi...«miby.p.i,ofhu(.p«Jdi«. 
Puteoli,  an  old  Greek 

colony  on  the  Bay  of  Naples.  Sheltered,  easy  of  access,  and  situ- 
ated near  the  Appian  Way,  Puteoli  became  the  Liverpool  of  Italy.' 
Passengers,  letters,  and  valuable  cargoes  were  landed  there  rather 
than  at  Ostia,  a  dangerous  harbor,  owing  to  the  choking  up  of  the 
channels  with  sand.     Though  vessels  were  made  strong  and  sound. 
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shipwrecks  were  frequent,  as  they  have  always  been  in  sailing  days. 
Moreover,  navigation  by  sea  was  practically  abandoned  during  the 
winter  months,  when  ships  lay  snug  in  harbor.  Traffic  by  land, 
on  the  splendid  Roman  roads,  probably  much  exceeded  in  amount 
and  value  the  commerce  by  sea. 

The  imperial  capital  received  the  productions  of  both  civi- 
lized and  barbarian  countries.  From  the  West  came  the  lumber 
Imports  to  o^  Gaul ;  the  grain  of  Sicily ;  the  wool  of  Spain ;  the 
Rome.  tin  and  leather  of  Britain ;  the  amber,  furs,  and  slaves 

of  Germany.  From  the  East  the  .^gean  islands  contributed 
their  marbles  and  their  wines ;  Asia  Minor,  its  luxurious  fabrics 
and  precious  works  of  art ;  Syria,  dyes,  cedar  wood,  and  glass ; 
Egypt,  grain  and  costly  manufactures;  Africa,  ivory  and  ostrich 
feathers ;  Arabia,  incense,  perfumes,  and  precious  stones.  Even 
distant  India  and  China  sent  fine  cotton  stuffs,  delicate  silks, 
and  odorous  spices.  "Now  Rome  is  golden,"  sang  one  of 
her  poets,  "  since  she  possesses  the  mighty  treasure  of  the  con- 
quered world."  ^ 

Roman  commerce,  though  extensive,  was  yet  very  one-sided. 
The  provinces  poured  in  their  productions ;  they  took  back  very 
LitUe  ox-  ^^^  Roman  goods.  The  imperial  city  never  became 
port  trade  a  really  great  manufacturing  center.  Her  workmen 
of  Rome.  made  many  articles  of  luxury,  such  as  fine  furniture, 
lace,  glass,  pottery,  and  paper,  but  these  were  chiefly  for  home 
use.  Only  small  quantities  were  sent  abroad.  Though  her  ex- 
ports were  so  few,  Rome  was  able  to  pay  for  her  imports  in  ready 
money ;  that  is,  from  the  tribute  or  taxes  levied  on  the  provincials. 
Such  an  unusual  state  of  things  could  not  exist  except  in  an 
empire  built  up  by  conquest 

The  importation  and  disposal  of  foreign  goods  at  Rome  fur- 
nished employment  for  many  thousands  of  traders.  There  were 
great  wholesale  merchants  whose  warehouses  stored  grain  and  all 

1  Ovid,  HalUuHca^  7-8.  A  New  Testament  writer  declared  that  everything  could 
be  bought  and  sold  at  Rome,  even  the  "  souls  of  men  "  {Revelatiotit  xviii,  13). 
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kinds  of  merchandise.  There  were  small  shopkeepers  engaged  in 
retailing — sometimes  the  slaves  or  freedmen  of  a  wealthy  noble 
who  preferred  to  keep  in  the  background,  sometimes  £ocal  trad- 
men  of  free  birth.  The  feeling  that  petty  trade  was  *»«  »*  Rome, 
unworthy  of  a  free  citizen,  though  strong  in  republican  days,  tended 
to  disappear  under  the  empire. 

The  slaves  at  Rome,  like  those  at  Athens,^  carried  on  many  in*- 
dustrial  tasks.  We  must  not  imagine,  however,  that  all  the 
manual  labor  of  the  city  was  performed  by  bondmen,  p^^^  ubor- 
The  number  of  slaves  even  tended  to  decline,  when  «•  *t  Rome, 
there  were  no  more  border  wars  to  yield  captives  for  the  slave 
markets.  The  growing  custom  of  emancipation  worked  in  the  same 
direction.  We  find  in  this  period  a  large  body  of  free  laborers, 
not  only  in  the  capital  city,  but  in  all  parts  of  the  empire. 

The  workmen  engaged  in  a  particular  calling  frequently  formed 
clubs,  or  guilds.'  There  were  guilds  of  weavers,  shoemakers,  jewel- 
ers, painters,  musicians,  even  of  gladiators.  The 
Roman  emperors  looked  with  suspicion  on  these  asso- 
ciations as  possible  centers  of  conspiracy  or  disorder,  and  re- 
quired them  to  be  licensed.'  The  guilds  were  not  organized,  as 
are  our  trade  unions,  to  secure  higher  wages  and  shorter  hours  by 
strikes  or  threat  of  strikes.  They  seem  to  have  existed  chiefly 
for  social  and  religious  purposes.  Each  guild  had  its  clubhouse 
for  official  meetings  and  banquets.  Each  guild  had  its  special 
deity,  such  as  Vesta,  the  fire  goddess,  for  bakers,  and  Bacchus, 
the  wine  god,  for  innkeepers.  Every  year  the  guildsmen  held  a 
festival  in  honor  of  their  patron,  and  marched  through  the  streets 
with  banners  and  the  emblems  of  their  trade.  Nearly  all  the 
guilds  had  as  one  main  object  the  provision  of  a  proper  funeral  and 
tomb  for  deceased  members.  The  humble  laborer  found  some 
consolation  in  the  thought  that  he  belonged  to  a  club  of  friends 

1  See  page  232.  *  Latin  collegia,  whence  our  "  college." 

•  The  New  Testament  contains  an  instructive  instance  of  a  riot  started  by  the 

silversmiths'  guild  of  Ephesus  against  St.  Paul  and  his  companions.    See  Acts,  xix, 

24-41. 
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and  fellow  workers  who  after  death  would  give  him  decent  burial 
and  keep  his  memory  green. 

Free  workingmen  throughout  the  Roman  world  appear  to  have 
lived  reasonably  happy  lives.  They  were  not  driven  or  enslaved 
Life  of  the  ^^  *^^^'  employers,  or  forced  to  labor  for  long  hours 
working  in  grimy,  unwholesome  factories.  Slums  existed,  but 
classes.  j^^  sweatshops.     If  wages  were  low,  so  also  was  the 

cost  of  living.  Wine,  oil,  and  wheat  flour  were  cheap.  The 
mild  climate  made  heavy  clothing  unnecessary  and  permitted  an 
outdoor  life.  The  public  baths — great  clubhouses  —  stood  open 
to  every  one  who  could  pay  a  trifling  fee.  Numerous  holidays, 
celebrated  with  games  and  shows,  brightened  existence.  On  the 
whole,  we  may  conclude  that  working  people  at  Rome  and  in  the 
provinces  enjoyed  greater  comfort  during  the  Early  Empire  than 
had  ever  been  their  lot  in  previous  ages. 

183.    Social  Conditions  in  the  First  and  Second  Centuries 

We  have  already  noticed  some  of  the  striking  changes  in  Roman 
society  following  the  era  of  foreign  conquest.  We  saw  how  the 
An  aristoc-  citizens  of  the  republic  had  come  to  be  divided  into 
racy  of  three  great  classes,  or  orders :   nobles,  knights,  and 

wealth.  commons.*     Under  the  Early  Empire  the  old  nobility 

steadily  died  out,  but  its  place  was  taken  by  the  new  nobles  whom 
Augustus  and  his  successors  freely  created.  A  nobleman  had  the 
privilege  of  wearing  the  toga  with  a  broad  purple  stripe ;  he  sat 
in  the  best  place  at  the  public  games;  he  enjoyed  the  title  of 
Clarissimusy  "  Right  Honorable."  For  admittance  to  either  the 
senatorial  or  the  equestrian  order  a  person  was  required  to  possess 
property  reaching  a  certain  amount,  about  forty  thousand  dollars 
for  a  senator,  about  twenty  thousand  for  a  knight.  A  poor  man 
would  have  to  be  fortunate  indeed,  to  accumulate  enough  money 
for  entrance  within  this  aristocracy  of  wealth. 

1  See  page  393. 
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It  was  an  age  of  millionaires.  There  had  been  rich  men  such 
as  Crassus  *  during  the  last  century  of  the  republic ;  their  numbers 
increased  and  their  fortunes  rose  during  the  first  OiMtfor- 
century  of  the  empire.  The  philosopher  Seneca,  a  tnuM. 
tutor  of  Nero,  is  said  to  have  made  twelve  million  dollars  within 
four  years  by  the  emperor's  favor.  Narcissus,  the  secretary  of 
Claudius,    made   sixteen    million    dollars  —  the    largest  Roman 


A  Roman  Villa 

WaII  paintinCf  Pompeii 

fortune  on  record.  This  sum  must  be  multiplied  four  or  five  times 
to  find  its  modern  equivalent,  since  In  antiquity  interest  rates  were 
higher  and  the  purchasing  power  of  money  was  greater  than  to- 
day. Such  huge  private  fortunes  are  surpassed  only  by  those  of 
the  present  age. 

The  heaping-up  of  riches  in  the  hands  of  a  few  brought  its  natural 
consequence  in  luxury  and  extravagance.  "  Since  Roman  poverty 
departed,"  declared  a  pagan  moralist, "  every  lust  is  in  t„^„jy  „,j 
our  midst."  '  The  palaces  of  the  wealthy,  with  their  •xtrava- 
gardens,  baths,  picture  galleries,  and  other  features,  t*"*- 
were  costly  to  build  and  costly  to  keep  up.  The  money  not 
lavished  by  a  noble  on  his  town  house  could  be  easily  sunk  on  his 
1  S«e  pages  413-413.  *  Juvenal,  vi,  194-995. 
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villas  in  the  country.  All  Italy,  from  the  Bay  of  Naples  to  the 
foot  of  the  Alps,  was  dotted  with  elegant  residences,  having 
flower  gardens,  game  preserves,  fishponds,  and  artificial  lakes.^ 
Much  senseless  waste  occurred  at  banquets  and  entertainments. 
The  fare  of  the  rich  was  as  sumptuous  as  the  food  of  the  poor  was 
mean.  We  are  told  of  one  notorious  epicure  who,  after  spending 
several  millions  on  the  pleasures  of  the  table,  committed  suicide 
when  he  found  that  he  had  only  half  a  million  left  Vast  sums  were 
spent  on  vessels  of  gold  and  silver,  jewelry,  clothing,  and  house 
furnishings.  Even  funerals  and  tombs  required  heavy  outlays.  A 
magnate  and  capitalist  of  imperial  Rome  could  get  rid  of  a  fortune 
in  selfish  indulgences  almost  as  readily  as  any  modern  millionaire 
not  blessed  with  a  refined  taste  or  with  public  spirit. 

Some  of  the  customs  of  the  time  appear  especially  shocking. 
The  brutal  gladiatorial  games '  were  a  passion  with  every  one,  from 
Soma  social  ^he  emperor  to  his  lowest  subject.  Infanticide  was 
evils.  a  general  practice.     Marriage  grew  to  be  a  mere  civil 

contract,  easily  made  and  easily  broken.  There  were  Roman 
women,  it  was  said,  who  counted  their  years  by  the  number  of  their 
husbands.  Common  as  divorce  had  become,  the  married  state 
was  regarded  as  undesirable.  Augustus,  in  vain,  made  laws  to  en- 
courage matrimony  and  discourage  celibacy.  Suicide,  especially 
among  the  upper  classes,  was  astonishingly  frequent  No  one 
questioned  another's  right  to  leave  this  life  at  pleasure.  The 
decline  of  the  earlier  paganism  left  many  men  without  a  deep  re- 
ligious faith  to  combat  the  growing  doubt  and  worldliness  of  the 
age. 

Yet  this  dark  picture  needs  correction  at  many  points.  It  may 
be  questioned  whether  the  vice,  luxury,  and  \^ickedness  of  ancient 

i  Hadrian's  villa  at  Tibur  (Tivoli),  near  Rome,  was  celebrated  for  its  magnifi- 
cence. It  contained  imitations  of  the  places  which  had  most  excited  the  emperor's 
interest  during  his  travels  throughout  the  provinces.  Among  these  were  the  Lyceum 
and  the  Academy  of  Athens,  the  Vale  of  Tempe,  and  Canopus,  a  pleasure  resort  in 
Lower  Egypt.  The  villa  was  full  of  works  of  art,  some  of  which  have  been  recovered 
by  modern  excavations.  *  See  page  590. 
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Rome,  Antioch,  or  Alexandria  much  surpassed  what  our  great 
modern  capitals  can  show.     It  should  be  remembered,  also,  that 
these  and  other  cities  did  not  make  up  the  entire  em-  mtj^^tin^ 
pire.     Outside  the  brutalized  court  circle,  surrounding  considerar- 
a  Caligula  or  a  Nero,  were  many  Roman  nobles  who  ***'^" 
in  their  country  villas  led  clean  and  sober  lives.     Beyond  the  city 
mob  Italy  and  the  provinces  still  contained  thousands  of  industri- 
ous workmen  and  peasants  who  labored  in  their  shops  or  on  their 
little  farms.     Moreover,  the  worst  phases  of  Roman  society  dis- 
played themselves  under  the  early  emperors.     Under  the  Flavian 
and  Antonine  Csesars  there  was  more  than  a  century  of  nobler 
living. 

During  this  period  many  remarkable  improvements  took  place 
in  social  life  and  manners.    There  was  an  increasing  kindliness  and 

charity.     The  weak  and  the  infirm  were  better  treated. 

•n    .       1  ..,..,  -  1       Brighter 

Trajan  lent  municipalities  large  sums  of  money  to  be  Mpects  of 

used  for  the  maintenance  of  poor  children.     Antoni-  Roman 

nus  Pius  set  aside  an  endowment  for  the  care  of  or-  *    *^' 

phan  girls.     The  education  of  the  poor  was  encouraged  by  the 

free  schools  which  Vespasian  and  some  of  his  successors  founded. 

Wealthy  citizens  of  the  various  towns  lavished  their  fortunes  on 

such  public  works  as  baths,  aqueducts,  and  temples,  for  the  benefit 

of  all  classes.^     Even  the  slaves  profited  by  the  increasing  humanity 

of  the  times.     Imperial  laws  aimed  to  check  the  abuses  of  cruelty, 

overwork,  and  neglect.     Philosophers  recommended   to  masters 

the  exercise  of  gentleness  and  mercy  toward  slaves.     Seneca  and 

other  Stoics    argued   that  slaves   ''are  also    men,  and   friends, 

and  our  fellow  servants." '    If  mankind  has  taken  many  a  forward 

step  since  those  ancient  days,  it  is  well  to  recognize  that  even  then 

the  pagan  world  was  not  hopelessly  corrupt  ;  that  it  still  contained 

elements  of  progress  to  lead  it  forward  to  better  things. 

1  Sec  page  479. 

3  Seneca,  Eputolce,  47.    Elsewhere  this  same  philosopher  declares,  "  We  are  the 
members  of  a  great  body ;  Nature  has  made  us  akin  to  one  another  "  {Epistola,  95). 
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184.    The  Gra&co-Roman  World 

Just  as  the  conquests  of  Alexander,  by  uniting  the  Orient  to 

Greece,  produced  a  Graeco-Oriental  civilization,  so  now  the  expan- 

TV*  «-.«  sion  of  Rome  over  the  Mediterranean  formed  another 
X116  new 

coamopoli-  world-wide  culture,  in  which  both  Greek  and  Roman 
**'*^™*  elements  met  and  mingled.     A  new  sense  of  cosmo- 

politanism arose  in  place  of  the  old  feeling  of  civic  or  national 
patriotism.  ''  We  have  not,"  says  the  Roman  philosopher  Seneca, 
"  shut  ourselves  up  in  the  walls  of  a  city ;  we  have  opened  an  in- 
tercourse with  all  mankind ;  we  have  declared  ourselves  citizens  of 
the  world."  The  Greek  Plutarch  uses  almost  identical  language, 
"  I  am  a  citizen,  not  of  Athens  or  of  Greece,  but  of  the  world."  * 

This  cosmopolitan  feeling  was  something  quite  unknown  before. 
It  followed  naturally  as  the  outcome  of  those  unifying  and  civiliz- 
Unifyine  ^°S  forces  which  the  imperial  system  set  at  work.  The 
and  ciTiiiz-  extension  of  Roman  citizenship  broke  down  the  old 
ing  forces,  distinction  between  the  citizens  and  the  subjects  of 
Rome.  The  development  of  Roman  law  carried  its  principles  of 
justice  and  equity  to  the  remotest  regions.  The  spread  of  the 
Latin  language  provided  the  western  half  of  the  empire  with  a 
speech  as  universal  there  as  Greek  was  in  the  East.  Trade  and 
travel  united  the  provinces  with  one  another  and  with  Rome.  The 
worship  of  the  Caesars  dimmed  the  luster  of  all  local  worships,  and 
kept  constantly  before  men's  minds  the  idea  of  Rome  and  of  her 
mighty  emperors.  Last,  but  not  least  important,  was  the  fusion  of 
alien  peoples  through  intermarriage  with  Roman  soldiers  and 
colonists.  **  How  many  settlements,"  exclaims  Seneca, "  have  been 
planted  in  every  province  I  Wherever  the  Roman  conquers,  there 
he  dwells." » 

The  best  evidence  of  Rome's  imperial  rule  is  found  in  the 
monuments  she  raised  in  every  quarter  of  the  ancient  world. 
Some  of  the  grandest  ruins  of  antiquity  are  not  in  the  capital 

1  Plutarch,  De  exilio,  5.  >  Seneca,  Minor  Diaioguts,  xi,  7. 
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city  itself,  or  even  in  Italy,  but  in  Spain,  Fraacc,  England,  Greece, 
Switzerland,  Asia  Minor,  Syria,  north  Africa.     Among  these  are 
such  structures   as   Hadrian's  Wall  in   Britain,  the  HoamnMit* 
splendid  aqueduct  known  as  the  Pont  du  Card  near  ofRonwn 
NImcs  in  soutiiern  France,  the  beautifiil  temple  called  "'''■ 
La  Maison  Carrie  in  the  same  city,  the  Olympieum  at  Athens, 


A  Roman  Aqueduct 

TIk  PonI  du  Gird  Kir  Nlmci  (>DC»Dt  Nemauiui)  in  »uthem  Fnncc.  Built  by  the 
cmpcroT  Aoioninui  Pius.  The  bridge  apani  two  hilltopi  Ksily  ■  thouund  reel  aput.  It 
cirneiftii  iquvduct  with  Ehice  (ieridriDauive  aiooe  vrcheial  h  height  of  i6a  Eeet  aborc  the 
stream.    Tbii  ii  the  fioat  and  but  prcKrved  aqueduct  in  exiateuce. 

and  the  wonderful  Temple  of  the  Sun  at  Baalbec  in  Syria.  Thus 
the  lonely  hilltops,  the  desolate  desert  sands,  the  mountain  fast- 
nesses of  three  continents  bear  witness  even  now  to  the  wide- 
spreading  sway  of  Rome. 

The  civilized  world  took  on  the  stamp  and  impress  of  Rotne. 
The  East,  indeed,  remained  Greek  in  language'  and  feeling,  but 

1  The  Romans  recogniied  the  supremacy  of  Greek  En  the  East  and  called  it  the 
aittra  tingHit,  the  "  other  language."  Every  well-educated  Roman,  as  a  rule,  ipoke 
Greek.  Latin,  however,  was  always  the  official  language  of  the  empire,  used  in 
the  courts  and  in  public  documents,  laws,  and  prociamations. 
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even  there  Roman  law  and  government  prevailed,  Roman  roads 
traced  their  unerring  course,  and  Roman  architects  erected  ma- 
BosumlM-  jestic  monuments.  The  West  became  completely 
tlonofBut  Roman,  North  Africa,  Spain,  Gaul,  distant  Dacia, 
and  Wsrt.  ^^  Britain  were  the  seats  of  populous  cities,  where 
the  Latin  language  was  spoken  and  Roman  customs  were  followed. 
From  them  came  the  emperors.    They  furnished  some  of  the  most 


A  Rohan  Temple 

The  bctt  prcKrved  of  Ronmn  umplu.  LtKitcd  at  Nlma  in  loulhcni  Fnacc,  when  it  b 
knom  H  Tj  HaisoD  Curte  ("  Ibe  iquart  boiue"}.    The  ttructure  it  now  uieduA  muicum 

eminent  men  of  letters.  Their  schools  of  grammar  and  rhetoric 
attracted  students  from  Rome  itself.  Thus  unconsciously,  but 
none  the  less  surely,  local  habits  and  manners,  national  religions 
and  tongues,  provincial  institutions  and  ways  of  thinking  disap- 
peared from  the  ancient  world. 

,  It  is  to  a  provincial  poet  that  we  must  turn  for  perhaps  the  best 
description  of  this  wonderful  process  of  assimilation :  "  Rome, 
A  contampo-  ^'^"'^  alone,  has  taken  the  conquered  to  her  bosom, 
tuydeKTip-  and  has  made  men  to  be  of  one  household  with  one 
**""■  name,  herself  their  mother,  not  their  empress,  and 

has  called  her  vassals  citizens,  and  has  linked  far  places  in  a 
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bond  of  love.  Hers  is  that  lai^  loyalty  to  which  we  owe  it  that 
the  stranger  walks  in  a  strange  land  as  if  it  were  his  own ;  that 
men  can  change  their  homes ;  that  it  is  a  pastime  to  visit  Thule 
and  to  expose  mysteries  at  which  we  once  shuddered ;  that  we 
drink  at  will  the  waters  of  the  Rhone  and  the  Orontes;  that  the 
whole  earth  is  one  people." ' 


in  Syna  lie  uridu  dcul 


Stndiea 


t.  On  an  outline  map  [ndicale  the  cbief  cities  ol  the  Roman  Empire  dur- 
ing Ihe  lint  and  second  centuries  A.D.      z.  On  an  outline  map  Ince  the 
maia  road*  leading  from  Rome  into  the  provincei  and  Qole  their  terminali. 
t  Claadian,  Dt  miuiilahi  SiUUitaii,  150-159. 
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3.  Contrast  the  Roman  armies  under  the  empire  with  the  standing  armies 
of  modern  Europe.      4.   Trace  on  the  map,  page  451,  the  Roman  roads  in 
Britain.      5.    What  was  the  **  spoils  system  "  in  the  government  of  the  prov- 
inces ?     How  did  Augustus  play  the  part  of  a  **  civil  service  refoimer "  ? 
6.   "To  the  Roman  city  the  empire  was  political  death;  to  the  provinces  it 
was  the  beginning  of  new  life."    Comment  on  this  statement.     7.   Why  should 
Rome  have  made  a  greater  success  of  her  imperial  policy  than  either  Athens 
or  Sparta  ?      8.   Compare  Roman  liberality  in  extending  the  franchise  with 
the  similar  policy  displayed  by  the  United  States.      9.   How  did  the  Roman 
prsetors,  or  judges,  serve  to  develop  Roman  law  ?       10.  To  what  extent  do 
American  judges  make  laws  ?       1 1.   Distinguish  the  "law  of  nations"  from 
international   law.       12.   Why  was  it    necessary   to   codify   Roman    law  ? 
13.   Is  the  English  Common  Law  codified  ?       14.   Compare  the  state  of 
free  trade  between  the  provinces  of  the  Roman  Empire  with  that  between 
the  states  of  the   American   Union.       15.   Locate  the   five  great  cities  of 
Antioch,  Alexandria,  Constantinople,  Aquileia  (modern  Trieste),  and  Mas- 
silia  (modern  Marseilles).     How  do  you  explain  the  commercial  importance 
of  each  ?       16.  On  the  map,  page  87,  trace  the  trade  routes  during  imperial 
times.       17.   Compare  as  civilizing  forces  the  Roman  and  the  Persian  ei&- 
pires.      18.   Compare  the  British  Empire  to-day  with  that  of  ancient  Rome  as  a 
mighty  agency  making  for  the  establishment  of  peace  and  order.       19.    What 
was  the  Pax  Homana  f    WHiat  is  the  Pax  Britannica  f      20.   Compare  the 
Romanization  of  the  ancient  world  with  that  process  of  Americanization 
which  is  going  on  in  the  United  States  to-day.       21.   Explain  this  statement: 
"The  Roman  Empire  is  the  lake  in  which  all  the  streams  of  ancient  history 
lose  themselves  and  which  all  the  streams  of  modern  history  flow  out  of.*' 
22.   "  Republican  Rome  had  little  to  do,  either  by  precept  or  example,  with 
the  modern  life  of  Europe,  Imperial  Rome  everything."     Can  you  justify  this 
statemei^t  ?      23.   What  resemblances  can  you  find  between  Roman  society 
under  the  early  empire  and  American  society  at  the  present  day  ? 
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186.   The  ''  Soldier  Emperors,"  180-284  A.D. 

The  long  era  of  two  hundred  and  eleven  years,  between  the  ac- 
cession of  Augustus  and  the  death  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  is  com- 
monly known  as  the  Early  Empire.    As  we  have  seen, 
,  .  ^        ,    /  ^     e  '  ,    The  Early 

this  was  a  time  of  settled  government  and  of  internal  smpife, 

tranquillity.  Save  for  a  brief  period  of  anarchy  at  the  3*  B.C.- 
close  of  Nero's  reign,*  it  was  also  a  time  of  regular  suc- 
cession to  the  imperial  throne.  The  emperors,  with  few  exceptions, 
were  vigorous  and  capable  rulers.  The  peace  and  prosperity  that 
they  gave  to  the  Roman  world  during  these  two  centuries  amply 
justify  —  if  justification  be  needed  —  the  change  from  republic  to 
empire. 

The  period  called  the  Later  Empire  covers  the  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  years  from  the  accession  of  Commodus  to  the  ^^^  i,2lUx 
death  of  Theodosius.     It  is,  in  general,  a  period  of  Empire,  180- 
decline.     It  falls  naturally  into  two  divisions :  a  century  ^    '  * 
of  military  despotism,  lasting  until  the  reforms  of  Diocletian  (284 

1  See  page  452. 
493 
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A.D.)  ;  and  a  century  of  reorganized  and  better  government,  end- 
ing with  the  final  division  of  the  empire  (395  a.d.). 

The  storms  which  descended  upon  the  Roman  world  during  the 
trying  times  of  the  third  century  were  partly  due  to  the  growing 
independence  of  the  army.  During  the  short  reign 
makes  and  °^  Commodus  (180-192  a.d.),  the  unworthy  son  of 
unmakes  Marcus  Aurelius,  the  praetorian  guard  ^  became  the 
emperors.  ^^^  master  of  Rome.  After  the  assassination  of 
Commodus  the  soldiers  set  up  a  new  emperor,  murdered  him 
before  he  had  ruled  three  months,  and  then  auctioned  off  the 
throne  to  the  highest  bidder.  A  wealthy  senator  gained  the  prize 
by  promising  to  pay  every  praetorian  about  one  thousand  dollars. 
The  three  great  armies  on  the  frontiers  refused  to  sanction  this 
disgraceful  proceeding,  and  each  proclaimed  its  favorite  general, 
emperor.  The  throne  was  won  by  Septimius  Severus,  commander 
on  the  Danube.  His  reign  (193-21 1  a.d.)  once  more  established 
a  stable  government. 

Unhappily,  peace  and  order  did  not  last  long.  The  next  seventy- 
five  years  form  a  dreary  epoch  in  Roman  history.  Emperor  after 
"  Imperial  emperor  followed  in  quick  succession,  to  reign  for  a  brief 
phantoms."  period  and  then  to  perish  at  the  hands  of  a  mutinous 
soldiery  or  of  a  successful  contestant  for  the  throne.  Within  a  single 
year  (237-238  a.d.)  six  rulers  were  elected,  worshiped,  and  then 
murdered  by  their  troops.  "  You  little  know,"  said  one  of  these 
imperial  phantoms,  "  what  a  poor  thing  it  is  to  be  an  emperor."  * 

While  rival  generals  were  fighting  for  the  purple,  the  very  ex- 
istence of  the  government  was   threatened  by   the   Germans. 

Among  these  were  the  Goths,  who  crossed  the  Dan- 
German  in- 
roads on  the  ^^^  *°^  carried  fire  and  sword  into  Moesia,  Thrace, 

western         and  Macedonia.     They  defeated  and  killed  the  em- 

on  ers.       peror  Decius  (249-251  A.D.),     This  was  the  first  time 

a  Caesar  had  fallen  in  battle  with  the  barbarians.     A  few  years 

later  the  province  of  Dacia,  which  Trajan  had  won,  was  abandoned 

%  See  page  448.  >  Vopiscus,  Safmrmmus,  10, 
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to  the  Gotfas.     The  Danube  became  once  more  the  dividing  line 
between  Roman  civilization  and  Germanic  barbarism. 

A  serious  danger  also  appeared  in  the  distant  East.    Here  the 
Parthian  Empire  *  had  gone  down  before  the  revolt  of  the  subject 
people  of  Persia.     The  new  dynasty  in  race  and  re-  ^^^  jj^^ 
ligion  was  Persian.     It  claimed  descent  from  Cyrus  PeraiAn 
and  Darius,  and  sought  to  recover  from  Roman  hands  **"*"•■ 
the  Asiatic  provinces  which  had  once  formed  a  part  of  the  old 


Triumph  op  the  Pbhsian  King  ovbk  Valerian 

A  relief  near  iIk  Penju  uwn  of  Sbini.    AccordioE  «>  one  leRend,  Super,  the  king  a 
pRiii,  lued  ihe  »pUn  Valeciu  u  ■  feoutool  in  nHnindng  hii  banc 

Persian  realm.  Persian  armies  crossed  the  Euphrates,  overran 
Mesopotamia  and  Syria,  and  captured  the  emperor  Valerian  (353- 
360  A.D.).  Though  the  Persians  failed  to  make  any  permanent 
conquests  of  Roman  territory,  their  constant  attacks  weakened  the 
empire  at  the  very  time  when  the  northern  barbarians  had  again 
become  a  menace. 

Another  danger  which  appeared   during  these  troubled  years 
was  the  revolt  of  provincial  rulers.     Under  a  weak  or  juieotiu- 
unpopular  emperor  it  became  an  easy  thing  for  an  dapendsut 
ambitious  governor  to  ignore  the  authority  of  Rome  "•'•'•• 
and  to  set  up  an  independent  state. 
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The  best  known  of  such  usuipeis  was  Zenobia,  queen  of  Pal- 
myra, the  "  City  of  Palms."  It  lay  in  an  oasis  of  the  Syrian  des- 
ZenobU,  ^^*  ^*  ""^  junction  of  two  important  caravan  routes, 
qoeen  of  one  from  Phoenicia,  the  other  from  Arabia.  The  place 
'^'^  was  celebrated  for  its  wealth  and  splendid  architecture. 
Zenobia  aimed  to  make  it  the  equal  of  Rome.  This  masterful 
woman  is  one  of  the  heroines  of  history.     She  boasted  of  descent 


from  Cleopatra,  and  it  is  certain  that  in  her  dark  beauty,  her 
accomplishments,  and  her  commanding  manners  Zenobia  rivaled 
the  Egyptian  princess.  Zenobia  extended  her  sway  over  Syria, 
Egypt,  and  half  of  Asia  Minor,  ruling  in  defiance  of  Rome  as 
"  Queen  of  the  East."  But  her  power  was  brief.  The  emperor 
Aurelian  (370-175  a.d.)  invaded  Syria  with  a  large  army,  cap- 
tured Palmyra,  and  brought  Zenobia  to  Rome.  After  walking  in 
Aurelian's  triumphal  procession,  laden  with  golden  chains,  she 
retired  to  a  villa  at  Tibur,  to  end  her  days  in  honorable  repose. 
Palmyra  itself,  in  punishment  for  a  second  revolt,  was  given  to 
the  flames.  Now  the  site  is  marked  only  by  majestic  ruins,  rising 
like  specters  from  the  desert  sands. 
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The  close  of  the  third  century  thus  found  the  empire  engaged 
in  a  struggle  for  existence.  No  part  of  the  Roman  world  had 
escaped  the  ravages  of  war.  The  fortification  of  the  situation  in 
capital  city  by  a  wall  which  still  exists  was  itself  a  184  A.D. 
testimony  to  the  altered  condition  of  affairs.  The  situation  was 
desperate,  yet  not  hopeless.  Under  an  able  niler  like  Aurelian, 
Rome  proved  to  be  still  strong  enough  to  repel  her  foes.     It  was 


Thk  Wall  o 


the  work  of  the  even  more  capable  Diocletian  to  establish  the 
empire  on  so  solid  a  foundation  that  it  endured  with  almost  un- 
diminished strength  for  another  hundred  years. 

166.    IHocIedan,  284-306  A.D. 

Diocletian,  whose  reign  is  one  of  the  most  illustrious  in  Roman 
history,  was  a  native  of  Salona  in  Dalmatia,  and  the  son 
of  a  slave  mother.     He  entered  the  army  as  a  com-  becomM 
mon  soldier,  rose  to  high  command,  and  fought  his  emperor, 
way  to  the  throne.    A  strong,  ambitious  man,  Diocle-  "^    ' 
tian  resolutely  set  himself  to  the  task  of  remaking  the  Roman 
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government  His  success  in  this  great  work  entitles  him  to  rank, 
as  a  statesman  and  administrator,  with  Caesar  Augustus. 

The  reforms  of  Diocletian  were  meant  to  remedy  those  evils 
in  the  imperial  system  disclosed  by  the  disasters  of  the  preceding 
Unwieldi-  century.  In  the  first  place,  experience  showed  that 
no88  of  tho  the  empire  was  unwieldy.  There  were  the  distant 
empire.  frontiers  on  the  Rhine,  Danube,  and  Euphrates  to  be 

guarded ;  there  were  all  the  provinces  to  be  governed.  A  single 
ruler,  however  able  and  energetic,  had  more  than  he  could  do. 

In  the  second  place,  the  succession  to  the  imperial  throne  was 
uncertain.     Now  an  emperor  named  his  successor,  now  the  Senate 

Uncertainty  ^^^^^^^  ^^™*  ^^^  *^^  swords  of  praetorians  or  legionaries 
at  to  the  raised  him  to  the  purple.  Such  an  unsettled  state  of 
succession,  aff^j^s  constantly  invited  those  struggles  between  rival 
pretenders  which  had  so  nearly  brought  the  empire  to  destruction. 
Diocletian  began  his  reforms  by  adopting  a  scheme  for  "  part- 
nership emperors."     He  shared  the  Roman  world  with  a  trusted 

lieutenant  named  Maximian.    Each  was  to  be  an  Augus- 
Diocletian's 
division  of      ^^*  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  honors  of  an  emperor.    Diocletian,  who 

administra-  took  the  majestic  name  of  Jovius,  ruled  in  the  East ; 
Maximian,  under  the  title  of  Herculius,  ruled  the  West. 
Still  further  partnership  soon  seemed  advisable,  and  so  each  Augus- 
tus chose  a  younger  associate,  or  Casar,  to  aid  him  in  the  govern- 
ment, and  at  his  death  or  abdication  to  become  his  heir.  Under 
this  new  system  the  burdens  of  the  government  would  be  borne  by 
four  men,  and  the  empire,  it  was  hoped,  would  never  be  left  with- 
out legal  heirs  to  the  throne. 

Diocletian  also  remodeled  the  provincial  system.  The  entire 
empire,  including  Italy,  was  divided  into  more  than  one  hundred 
provinces.  They  were  grouped  into  thirteen  dioceses,  and  these, 
in  turn,  into  four  prefectures.*    This  reform  much  lessened  the 

1  The  number  and  arrangement  of  these  divisions  varied  somewhat  during  the 
fourth  century.  See  the  map,  between  pages  506-507,  for  the  system  as  it  existed 
about  395  A.D. 
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authority  of  the  provincial  governor,  who  now  ruled  over  a  small 

district,  and  furthermore  had  to  obey  the  vicar  of  his 

diocese.    Henceforth  there  was  a  regular  series  of  injoitlw 

officials  reaching  up  from  the  lowest  public  servants  to  provtncui 

the  emperors  themselves.  iyiteni. 

These  improvements  in  the  machinery  of  administration  were 

accompanied  by  striking  changes   in    the    form   of  government. 

Diocletian  and  his  successors 

BiiappeAT- 
frankly  abandoned  the  theory  ^^^  ^f 

that  the  Senate  at  Rome  ruled  r"pubUc«n 

jointly  with  the  emperor.  '»^t»«<»°« 

Since  the  days  of  Augustus,  the  Senate 

had  been  steadily  becoming  less  and  less 

important.'    After  Diocletian  gave  up  the 

practice  of  consulting  it  on  public  matters, 

that  ancient  body  became  nothing  more 

than   the    municipal    council    of  Rome. 

Long  before  this  period  the  two  consuls 

had  declined  into  mere  public  officials  of 

,        ^  .  ™       ,  ..  .  DIOCLETCAN 

the  Roman  city.    The  last  lingennf;  traces 

CipittJiM  Miueum,  Rome 

of  republican  institutions  thus  disappeared. 

Rome  ceased  to  be,  even  in  name,  the  capital.     Diocletian  and 

his  associates  took  up  their  stations  at  points  where  their  presence 

was  most  needed  to  ward  off  Persian  and  German  at-   u. 

KOmo  no 

tacks  on  the  frontiers.     Rome  became  only  one  among  toogw  ths 
the  many  provincial  cities  of  the  empire.    A  Roman  "?'*■•■ 
now  was  no  longer  the  citizen  of  a  commonwealth,  but  the  subject 
of  an  emperor. 

The  emperors,  from  Diocletian  onward,  were  thorough  autocrats. 
They  bore  the  title  of  Dominus  {"  Lord  ").  They  were  treated  as 
gods.  Everything  that  touched  their  persons  was  Thsnsw 
sacred,  and  so  men  spoke  of  the  "sacred  "  palace,  even  "i)«>iotUm. 
of  the  "sacred  "  bedchamber.  They  wore  a  diadem  of  pearls  and 
■See  pace  44a. 
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gorgeous  robes  of  silk  and  gold  like  those  of  Asiatic  monarchs.^ 
They  filled  their  palaces  with  a  crowd  of  fawning,  flattering  nobles^ 
and  busied  themselves  with  an  endless  round  of  stately  and  impres- 
sive ceremonials.  Hitherto  a  Roman  emperor  had  been  an  im- 
perator^  the  head  of  an  army.  Now  he  became  a  king,  to  be  greeted, 
not  with  the  old  military  salute,  but  with  the  bent  knee  and  the 
prostrate  form  of  adoration.  Such  pomps  and  vanities,  which  former 
Romans  would  have  thought  degrading,  helped  to  inspire  rever- 
ence among  the  servile  subjects  of  a  later  age.  If  it  was  the  aim 
of  Augustus  to  disguise,  it  was  the  aim  of  Diocletian  to  display, 
the  unbounded  power  of  a  Roman  emperor. 

Diocletian  took  twenty  years  to  effect  his  reforms  in  the 
machinery  of  government.    Then,  in  the  presence  of  the  army  that 

had  raised  him  to  the  throne,  the  aged  ruler  gave  up  his 
of  Diocie-  office  and  persuaded  Maximian  to  do  the  same.  Some 
tiAn,  305         years  afterwards,  when  the  latter  urged  him  to  regain 

his  power,  Diocletian  wrote  from  his  country  retreat 
at  Salona,  ''  Could  you  come  here  and  see  the  vegetables  that  I 
raise  in  my  garden  with  my  own  hands,  you  would  no  longer  talk 
to  me  of  empire.*' '  Unlike  Augustus,  Diocletian  was  willing  to 
lay  down  the  scepter  when  at  the  height  of  his  glory. 

187.  Constantine  the  Great,  306-337  A.D. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  Diocletian's  reforms  helped  to 
prolong  the  existence  of  the  empire.  In  one  respect,  however. 
Accession  of  they  must  be  pronounced  a  failure.    They  did  not 

Constantine    ^^^   ^^  disputes  about  the  succession.      Only  two 
(sole  em- 
peror, 334-     years  after  the  abdication  of  Diocletian  there  were 

337  A  J).).  six  rival  pretenders  for  the  \SAt  oi  Augustus,  Their 
dreary  struggles  continued,  until  at  length  two  emperors  were  left 
—  Constantine  in  the  West,  Licinius  in  the  East.  After  a  few 
years  of  joint  rule  another  civil  war  made  Constantine  supreme. 
The  Roman  world  again  had  a  single  master. 

1  See  page  78.  2  gee  pages  353,  406.  *  Aurelius  Victor,  Epitomt^  39. 
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Constantine,  in  character,  was  a  second  Diocletian,  an  able 
general  and  a  wise  statesman.     Two  events  of  lasting  importance 
have  made  his  reign  memorable.     It  was  Constantine  Baigs  of 
who  recognized  Christianity  as  one  of  the  religions  Con«u»tiiw. 
of  the  empire,  and  thus  paved  the  way  for  the  triumph  of  that 
faith  over  the  ancient  paganism.     His  work  in  this  connection 
will  be  reviewed  in  the  following  chap- 
ter. It  was  Constantine  who  established 
a  new  capital  for  the  Roman  world 
at  Byzantium*  on  the  Bosporus.     He 
christened  it "  New  Rome,"  but  it  soon 
took  the  emperor's  name  as  Constan- 
tinople, the  "  City  of  Constantine." 

Several  good  reasons  could  be  urged 
for  the  removal  of  the  world's  metrop- 
olis from  the  Tiber  to  the  Bosporus. 
The  Roman  Empire  was  ceasing  to  be 

one    empire.    Constantine 

,  .        ,      BetMU  (or 

wanted  a  center  for  the  tiw  fowidiag 
eastern  half  to  balance  afConatan- 
Rome  in  the  western  half.  ' 
Byzantium  had  always  been  a  commer- 
cial metropolis,  for  it  stands  in  Europe, 
looks  on  Asia,  and  commands  the  en- 

,,     ,.  ,       ,  COHSTANTJNE  THE  GREAT 

trance  to  the  Mediterranean  and  the 

,  Latrntn  MuKum,  Room 

Euxine.    The   new  capital,  therefore, 

could  enjoy  every  comfort,  every  luxury,  of  both  East  and  West. 
Constantinople,  far  more  than  Rome,  was  the  military  center  of 
the  empire,  and  so  the  proper  dwelling  place  for  rulers  who  had 
to  face  Germans  on  the  lower  Danube  and  Persians  on  the  Eu- 
phrates. The  city  was  no  less  favorably  situated  for  defense.  It 
could  be  approached  by  land  on  one  side  only,  and  here  two  huge 
ramparts,  remains  of  wliich  are  still  visible,  gave  ample  protection, 
J  See  pages  ijb,  178, 
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Constantinople^  in  fact,  was  impregnable.  It  resisted  every  bar- 
barian attack,  and  for  eleven  centuries  continued  to  be  the  capital 
of  what  was  left  of  the  Roman  Empire. 
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Constantinople  lies  on  a  jutting  peninsula  between  the  Sea  of 
Marmora  ^  and  the  famous  harbor  now  called  the  Golden  Horn. 
Constanti-  Washed  on  three  sides  by  the  water,  from  which  it 
nopie  de-  rises  in  swelling  hills,  the  site  is  justly  celebrated  as 
scribed.  ^^^  ^^  ^^  noblest  in  the  world.*    Constantine  laid 

out  his  new  capital  on  a  scale  of  great  magnificence  and  adorned 
it  with  the  choicest  treasures  of  art  from  Greece  and  Italy.  One 
of  the  chief  features  of  the  city  was  the  world-renowned  Church 
of  St.  Sophia,  now  a  Mohammedan  mosque.     The  existing  stnic- 

1  The  ancient  Propontis. 

2  Equaled  in  natural  beauty,  perhaps,  by  San  Francisco. 
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turc  was  raised  id  the  sixth  ceotury  by  the  emperor  Justinian  to 
replace  Constantine 's  church.    Anotbei  famous  buildiog  was  the 
Hippodrome  for  chariot  races  and  gladiatorial  shows.    Before  long 
Constantinople  be- 
came a  worthy  rival 
of  Rome  and  a  splen- 
did monument  to  its 
royal  founder.' 

186.  From  Con- 
stantlDe  to  Theodo- 
sius, 337-395  A.D. 
After  the  death 
of  Constantine,  the 
Roman  world  again 
entered  on  a  period 
of  disorder.  The 
emperor's  three  sons 
quarreled  over  their 
inheritance-  civil  Tme  Three  Existing  Monuments  of  thb  HiP- 

'                              PODROHE.  Constantinople 
wars  broke  om ;  and     ^^  „_^  _^_.,^  ^ ^  ..  ,^,  ..^,  „..  ^ 

at  last   only  one  son,  ibeoldi/iwa  [oundahichihecharlolKmlrOTelheirfuriaui 

p        I  iltedi.    The  obelitk  aru  Inuponed  by  Ccintualiiw  fnnn 

l„0nsian-    ^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^     Beiwttn  Li  uk)  ibe  irumblini  tower  beyond  i>  ihe 

tiuS,    re-     Conat«lltilie,  '"'"oum  Imphy  of  iwiiled  lerpenll  Kt  up  II  Delphi  by  the 

mained    33J-3ttl  AJ),  Gr«k..ft.,the  b..t1eof  Pl.u«. 

to  rule  an  undivided  empire.     During  this  time  the  inroads  of  the 
Germans  across  the  Rhine  showed  what  grave  dangers  threatened 
the  provinces  in  Europe. 
The  outlook  in  the  Asiatic  provinces  was  no  less  gloomy.    The 

1  In  the  Middle  Agc5  Constantinople  was  the  most  important  city  in  Europe. 
wilh  a  thousand  inhabitants  for  every  hundred  thai  could  be  found  in  the  largest 
towns  of  Italy,  Germany,  or  Gaiil.  Since  its  capture  by  the  Turks  in  1453,  Con- 
stantinople, now  known  as  Stamboul,  has  become  the  capital  of  the  Turkish  Empire. 
The  crescent  and  the  star,  those  fiuniliar  symbols  on  Turkish  flags,  once  ornamented 
the  coins  of  Byiantium. 


504  The  Later  Empire 

young  emperor  Julian^  a  cousin  of  Constantius,  reigned  but  two 
years  before  he  fell  in  battle  with  the  Persians.  This  was  a  sore 
Julian,  361-  I0SS9  ^or  the  vigorous  and  capable  Julian  might  have 
353A.D.  arrested,  at  least  temporarily,  the  decline  which  had 
now  set  in  throughout  the  Roman  world. 

The  death  of  Julian  led  to  another  division  of  the  empire. 
The  ruler  in  the  East  was  the  incompetent  Valens.  His  reign 
Valens.  364-  is  chiefly  memorable  for  the  settlement  within  Roman 
378  A.D.  territory  of  a  great  host  of  Goths  from  beyond  the 
Danube.  The  emperor  himself  perished  in  a  bloody  struggle  with 
the  invaders. 

These  were  dark  days  for  Rome.  Theodosius,  the  successor 
of  Valens  in  the  East,  was  able  to  make  terms  with  the  Goths, 
Theodoflius,  ^^^  ^^^  marched  to  the  very  walls  of  Constantinople. 
379-395  ^J>-  Theodosius  also  reunited  the  eastern  and  western 
halves  of  the  empire  for  the  final  three  years  of  his  reign.  This 
was  the  last  real  union  of  the  Roman  world  under  one  man.  In 
395  A.D.,  when  Theodosius  died,  the  fortunes  of  E^t  and  West 
passed  into  separate  hands.  The  same  year  saw  the  renewal  of 
the  barbarian  invasions  which  were  soon  to  break  up  the  empire. 
Such  significant  events  have  made  this  date  one  of  the  turning 
points  in  history. 

189.    The  Empire  in  395  A.D. 

In  395  A.D.  more  than  four  hundred  years  had  elapsed  since 
the  battle  of  Actium  made  Octavian  master  of  the  Roman  world. 
The  empire  I^  we  except  the  abandonment  of  Trajan's  conquests 
atUl  intact,  beyond  the  Danube  and  the  Euphrates,*  no  part  of 
the  huge  empire  had  as  yet  fallen  a  prey  to  its  enemies. 

The  subject  peoples,  during  these  four  centuries,  had  not 
"  Eternal  ^^^^  ^o  overthrow  the  empire  or  to  withdraw  from  its 
Rome."  protection.    The  Roman  state,  men  believed,  would 

endure  forever.     As  the  rule  of  Rome  was  universal  over  the 

1  Sec  pages  457,  494-495. 
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dvilized  world,  so  must  it  be  eternal.  Yet  the  times  were  drawing 
nigh  when  the  old  order  of  things  was  to  be  broken  up ;  when 
barbarian  invaders  were  to  seize  the  fairest  provinces  as  their  own ; 
and  when  new  kingdoms,  ruled  by  men  of  Germanic  speech,  were 
to  arise  in  lands  that  once  yielded  obedience  to  the  sway  of  Rome. 


Arch  of  Cunstantink 

Erected  ■(  Rome  In  315  a, d.  to  comiucouinite  ihe  victory  of  Caniunline  over  Mucnliu*. 

After  395  A.D,  the  two  divisions  of  the  empire  tended    more 
and  more  to  grow  apart.    Theodosius,   indeed,  in  bequeathing 
the    realm    to    his    two    sons,  did    only   what   many  Tendency 
of  his  predecessors  had  done.     In  theory,  the  two  tow«d« 
emperors  were  still  regarded  as  colleagues,  ruling,  the  ^^^^  olthe 
one  from  Constantinople,  the  other    from   Rome  or  Roman 
Ravenna,  a  common  Roman  world.     In  reality,  there  '^"'*- 
was  accomplished  under  the  sons  of  Theodosius  a  cleavage  into 
independent  empires.     The  profound  differences  between  Orient 
and  Occident,  in  language,  customs,  and  religion,  made  it  im- 
possible   to  continue  longer  a  system  of  unified  government. 
There  came  to  be  in  fact,  if  not  in  name,  a  Roman  Empire  in 
the  East  and  a  Roman  Empire  in  the  West. 
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The  fates  of  these  two  divisions  were  widely  different.  The 
Eastern  Empire,  though  threatened  by  enemies  from  without 
The  two  ^^^  weakened  by  civil  conflicts  from  within,  managed 
empires.  to  endure  for  over  a  thousand  years.  The  Western 
Empire,  after  395  a.d.,  moved  rapidly  to  its  fall.  During  the 
century  following  the  death  of  Theodosius,  Germanic  peoples 
founded  independent  kingdoms  in  Britain,  Gaul,  Spain,  north 
Africa,  even  in  Italy  itself.  The  story  of  these  great  "  wanderings 
of  the  nations  "  will  be  told  in  a  later  chapter. 

190.    Social  Conditions  in  the  Third  and  Fourth  Centuries 

Rome,  it  has  been  said,  was  not  built  in  a  day ;  the  rule  of 
Rome  was  not  destroyed  in  a  day.  When  we  speak  of  the  "  fall  " 
The  "faU"  of  Rome,  we  have  in  mind,  not  a  violent  catastrophe 
of  Rome.  which  suddenly  plunged  the  civilized  world  into  ruin, 
but  rather  the  slow  and  gradual  decay  of  classical  society  through- 
out the  basin  of  the  Mediterranean.  This  decay  set  in  long  be- 
fore the  Germans  and  the  Persians  became  a  serious  danger  to 
the  empire.  It  would  have  continued,  doubtless,  had  there  been 
no  Germans  and  Persians  to  break  through  the  frontiers  and  de- 
stroy. The  truth  seems  to  be  that  during  the  third  and  fourth 
centuries  of  our  era,  ancient  civilization,  like  an  overtrained 
athlete,  had  grown  "stale." 

It  is  not  possible  to  set  forth  all  the  forces  which  century  after 

century  had  been  sapping  the  strength  of  the  state.    The  most 

obvious  element  of  weakness  was  the   want  of  men 
Depopulft- 
tiondtteto      ^^   ^^   ^"^   armies  and  to  cultivate  the  fields.     The 

the  slave  slave  system  seems  to  have  been  partly  responsible 
aye  m.  ^^^  ^y^^^  depopulation.  The  peasant  on  his  little 
homestead  could  not  compete  with  the  wealthy  noble  whose  vast 
estates  were  worked  by  gangs  of  slaves.  The  artisan  could  not 
support  himself  and  his  family  on  the  pittance  that  kept  his  slave 
competitor  alive.  Peasants  and  artisans  gradually  drifted  into 
the  cities,  where  the  public  distributions  of  grain,  wine,  and  oil 
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assured  them  of  at  least  a  living  with  little  expense,  and  almost 
without  exertion.  In  Italy,  and  even  in  some  of  the  provinces,  the 
class  of  free  farmers  and  free  workingmen  became  all  but  extinct. 

But  slavery  was  not  the  only  cause  of  depopulation.  There  was 
a  great  deal  of  what  has  been  called  "  race  suicide  "  in  that  old  Ro- 
man world.  Well-to-do  people  who  could  easily  sup-  "Racesui- 
port  large  families  often  refused  to  be  burdened  with  cide." 
them,  either  by  the  brutal  method  of  exposing  infants  to  die,  or 
by  refusing  to  marry  at  all.  In  the  time  of  Augustus,  and  even 
earlier,  Rome  contained  so  many  rich  men  who  had  not  married 
that  legacy  hunters  made  a  regular  business  of  flattering  them  so 
as  to  be  remembered  in  their  wills.  Childlessness,  however,  was 
not  confined  to  the  wealthy,  since  the  poorer  classes,  crowded  in 
the  huge  lodging  houses  of  the  cities,  had  no  true  family  life.  Ro- 
man emperors,  who  saw  how  difficult  it  was  to  get  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  recruits  for  the  army,  and  how  whole  districts  were  going  to 
waste  for  lack  of  people  to  dwell  in  them,  sought  to  repopulate  the 
empire  by  force  of  law.  They  imposed  penalties  for  the  childless- 
ness and  celibacy  of  the  rich,  and  founded  institutions  for  the  rear- 
ing of  children,  that  the  poor  might  not  fear  to  raise  large  families. 
Such  measures  were  scarcely  successful.  "Race  suicide"  con- 
tinued during  pagan  times,  and  even  during  the  Christian  age, 
when  men  went  so  far  as  to  avoid  marriage  for  the  supposed  good 
of  their  souls. 

The  decline  in  population  was  due  to  still  other  causes.     A  great 
plague  during  the  reign  of  Marcus  Aurelius  swept  off  vast  numbers 
of  the  people  in  Italy  and  the  provinces.     The  ravages  other  rea- 
of  malaria,  a  disease  very  prevalent  during  these  cen-  sons  for  de- 
turies,  resulted  in  a  large  death  rate,  especially  among  P®P"**^^"* 
children.    The  long  series  of  civil  wars  under  the  "  Soldier  Em- 
perors" were  terribly  destructive  of  human  life.     Finally,  there 
were  the  raids  of  the  barbarians,  who  seized  every  chance  to  cross 
the  frontiers  and  slay  or  carry  off  as  captives  the  peaceful  inhabit- 
ants of  the  border  provinces. 
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The  next  most  obvious  element  of  weakness  was  the  shrinkage 
of  the  revenues.  The  empire  suffered  from  want  of  money  as  well 
Loss  of  as  from  want  of  men.     To  meet  the  heavy  cost  of  the 

roYonaos.  luxurious  court,  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  swarms  of 
public  officials,  to  support  the  idle  populace  in  the  great  cities 
required  a  vast  annual  income.  But  just  when  public  expendi- 
tures were  rising  by  leaps  and  bounds,  it  became  harder  and  harder 
to  raise  sufficient  revenue.  Smaller  numbers  meant  fewer  tax- 
payers. Fewer  taxpayers  meant  a  heavier  burden  on  those  who 
survived  to  pay. 

As  poverty  and  depression — "hard  times"  —  settled  on  the 
Roman  world,  the  weight  of  taxation  became  almost  intolerable. 
Borden  of  ^^^  harshest  methods  were  adopted  to  wring  from  the 
taxation.  wretched  subjects  every  penny  that  could  possibly  be 
paid.  The  curtails  *  in  each  city  were  required  to  collect  the  taxes, 
and  when  a  deficit  occurred,  to  make  it  up  from  their  own  property. 
The  people,  it  is  said,  came  to  dread  the  visits  of  the  taxgatherer 
even  more  than  the  inroads  of  the  Germans. 

These  two  forces  —  the  decline  in  population  and  the  decline  in 
wealth  —  worked  together  to  produce  economic  ruin.  It  is  no 
Economic  wonder,  therefore,  that  in  province  after  province  large 
ruin.  tracts  of  land  went  out  of  cultivation,  that  the  towns 

decayed,  and  that  commerce  and  manufactures  suffered  an  ap- 
palling decline.    The  Roman  Empire  was  starving  to  death. 

Doubtless  still  other  forces  were  at  work  to  weaken  the  state  and 
make  it  incapable  of  further  resistance  to  the  barbarians.  Among 
Inflaence  ^^^^  forces  we  must  reckon  Christianity  itself.  By  the 
of  Chris-  close  of  the  fourth  century,  Christianity  had  become 
tianity.  ^^^  religion  of  the  empire.     The  new  faith,  as  we  shall 

soon  see,  helped,  not  to  support,  but  rather  to  undermine,  pagan 
society. 

1  See  page  478.  The  curiales  were  not  allowed  to  give  up  their  positions  and 
retire  to  private  life.  A  law  made  tlie  office  hereditary,  and  indeed  imposed  it 
on  all  citiaens  who  owned  over  twenty-five  acres  of  land. 
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Stndies 

I.  Explain  AugusH^  Oesars,  diocese,  prefecture.  a.  On  an  outline  map 
indicate  the  territories  of  the  Roman  Empire  and  their  division,  395  a.d. 
3.  What  is  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  the  New  Persian  Empire  ?  of 
the  accession  of  Diocletian  ?  of  the  death  of  Theodosius?  4.  What  ele- 
ments of  weakness  in  the  imperial  system  had  been  disclosed  during  the 
century  180-284  A.D.  ?  5.  Explain  Diocletian's  plan  of  "partnership  em- 
perors/' 6.  Define  the  terms  absolutism  and  cevUralitation,  Give  an  example 
of  a  European  country  under  a  centralized  administration  ;  of  a  European 
country  under  an  absolute  government.  7.  What  are  the  advantages  of 
local  self-government  over  a  centralized  government  ?  8.  "  The  emperor  of 
the  first  century  was  a  Prince^  that  is, '  first  citizen ';  the  emperor  of  the  fourth 
century  was  a  StUtan.**  Comment  on  this  statement.  9.  What  arguments 
might  have  been  made  for  and  against  the  removal  of  the  capital  to  Constan- 
tinople ?  10.  Show  that  Constantinople  in  this  period  of  Germanic  and 
Persian  invasion  was  better  fitted  for  a  capital  than  Rome.  11.  Give 
the  boundaries  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  395  a.d.  12.  How  far  did  the 
Roman  Empire  in  the  East  correspond  with  the  dominions  of  Alexander 
the  Great  ?  13.  Enumerate  the  causes  of  the  decline  of  population  in  im- 
perial times.  14.  Show  how  an  unwise  system  of  taxation  may  work  great 
economic  injury. 
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191.    The  Decline  of  Paganism 

Several  centuries  before  Christianity  came  into  the  world,  many 
Greek  thinkers  began  to  feel  a  growing  dissatisfaction  with  the 
crude  faiths  that  had  come  down  to  them  from  pre- 
skepticism     historic  times.    They  found  it  more  and   more  diffi- 
of  the  cult  to  believe  in   the  Olympian  deities,  who  were 

"*    '  fashioned  like  themselves  and   had  all  the  faults  of 

mortal  men.  An  adulterous  Zeus,  a  bloodthirsty  Ares,  and  a 
scolding  Hera,  as  Homer  represents  them,  were  hardly  divinities 
that  a  cultured  Greek  could  love  and  worship.  Plato  declared 
that  the  mythological  stories  told  by  Homer  "  are  neither  reverent 
to  the  gods  nor  profitable  to  us."*     Lucian,*  one  of  t;he  most 

I  Plato,  Republic,  ii,  380.  8  gee  pages  289-290. 
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important  Greek  authors  of  the  second  century  a.d.,  wrote  an 

amusing  work,  called  the  Dialogues  of  the  Godsy  for   the  very 

purpose  of  laughing  down  the  popular  Greek  faith.     With  many 

men  skepticism,  and  even  open  mockery,  took  the  place  of  the 

simple,  childlike  belief  of  earlier  ages. 

For  educated  Romans,  also,  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the 

ancient  religion  came   gradually  to  lose  their  meaning.      The 

worship  of  the  Roman  gods  had  never  appealed  to 

Decline  of 
the  emotions.     Now  it  tended  to  pass  into  the  mere  ^^  Roman 

mechanical  repetition  of  prayers  and  sacrifices.  Au-  state  re- 
gustus  could  restore  the  state  religion,  rebuild  the  de-  ^  *"" 
caying  temples,  and  fill  once  more  the  priesthoods  —  but  he  could 
not  win  men  back  to  a  lively  faith  in  the  ancient  paganism. 
Even  the  worship  of  the  Csesars,*  which  did  much  to  hold  the 
empire  together,  failed  to  satisfy  the  spiritual  wants  of  mankind. 
It  made  no  appeal  to  the  moral  nature ;  it  brought  no  message, 
either  of  fear  or  hope,  about  a  future  world  and  a  life  beyond  the 
grave.  The  ancient  oracles  of  Greek  and  Roman  religion  were 
dumb.  Men  turned  elsewhere  for  spiritual  joy  and  consolation. 
During  these  centuries  the  Greek  philosophy  of  Stoicism  *  won 
many  disciples  among  the  Romans.  Its  doctrines  were  preached 
by  the  philosopher  Seneca,  whom  a  freak  of  fate 
made  the  tutor  and  prime  minister  of  Nero,  and  by 
the  Greek  freedman  Epictetus,  who  lectured  in  Rome  toward 
the  close  of  the  first  century  of  the  empire.  Anyone  who  will 
read  their  writings,  or  those  of  Marcus  Aurelius,'  will  see  how 
nearly  Christian  was  the  Stoic  faith.  It  urged  men  to  forgive  in- 
juries—  to  "  bear  and  forbear."  It  preached  the  brotherhood 
of  man.  It  expressed  a  humble  and  unfaltering  reliance  on  a 
divine  Providence.  To  many  persons  of  refinement.  Stoicism 
became  a  real  religion.  But  since  Stoic  philosophy  could  reach 
and  influence  only  the  educated  classes,  it  could  not  become 
a  religion  for  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men. 

1  Sec  pages  446-447.        *  See  pages  399,  459.        «  See  page  459. 
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192.    The  Greek  Mysteries 

Many  Greeks  found  a   partial  satisfaction   for  their  religious 
longings  in  secret  rites  called  mysteries.     The  Orphic  mysteries 
Legend  of       ^^^^  ^^  named  from  a  mythical   hero,  Orpheus    of 
Orpheus.        Thrace,  the  son  of  Apollo  and  the   muse  Calliope. 
Legend  made  him  the  first  poet  and  musician.     He  played    so 
sweetly  on  the  lyre  that  not  only  his  fellow  mortals,  but  even  the 
wild  beasts  stopped  to  listen  to  the  music.     When  his  wife  Eu- 
rydice  died,  he  went  after  her  to  Hades,  and  the  strains  of  his 
music  softened  the  stem  gods  of  the  dead.     Eurydice  was  allowed 
to  follow  her  husband  to  the  upper  world.     Before  they  passed 
the  gates  of  death,  Orpheus  turned  round  to  look  at  his  wife  ; 
this   act   broke    the    spell;    and    she  vanished   from   his  sight. 
The  Thracian  women,  jealous   of  his  unconquerable  love    for 
Eurydice,  tore  him  in  pieces.     But  the  Muses  gave  to  the  frag- 
ments of  his  body  reverent  burial,  and  Zeus  placed  his  lyre  among 
the  stars. 

Orpheus,  to  the  ancients,  was  a  religious  teacher  and  the  founder 
of  rites  which  brought  salvation  to  all  who  knew  them.  The  Orphic 
The  Orphic  mysteries  centered  in  the  worship  of  Dionysus,  a  god 
mysteries,  of  trees  and  vines,  who  symbolized  the  reproductive 
powers  of  nature.  Candidates  for  admission  to  the  mysteries  met 
by  night  on  a  lonely  mountain  peak,  and  with  torches  in  their 
hands  danced  wildly  to  the  sound  of  flutes  and  cymbals.  Men 
and  women  tore  and  devoured  the  limbs  of  animal  victims,  just  as 
Orpheus  had  been  destroyed.  In  this  state  of  religious  frenzy,  they 
imagined  that  their  souls  communed  with  Dionysus  and  enjoyed 
a  foretaste  of  their  future  life  of  bliss.  The  Orphic  teachings  about 
the  other  world  as  a  place  of  rewards  and  punishments  had  much 
influence  on  such  philosophers  as  Pythagoras  and  Plato ;  centuries 
later  they  appear  in  the  poems  of  the  Roman  Vergil ;  and  they 
even  aflected  Christian  ideas  of  the  life  beyond  the  grave.* 

1  The  figure  of  Orpheus  charming  the  beasts  with  his  lyre  may  be  seen  in  many 
of  the  Christian  paintings  of  the  Catacombs.    The  Fathers  of  the  Church  were  per- 
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Even  more  important  mysteries  grew  up  at  Eleusis,  a  little  Attic 
town  thirteen  miles  from  Athens.  They  were  connected  with  the 
worship  of  Demeter,  goddess  of  vegetation  and  of  the  Legend  of 
life  of  nature.  A  beautiful  Greek  legend  told  how  Demeter. 
Hades,  the  grim  lord  of  the  underworld,  earned  off  her  daughter 
Persephone,  while  she  was  playing  in  a  sunny  Sicilian  vale.  De- 
meter  sought  her  child  in  every  land,  and  as  she  searched  and 
grieved,  the  whole  world  became  barren.  No  fruit  grew  upon  the 
trees,  no  grain  came  up  in  the  fields,  no  flowers  blossomed  in  the 
gardens.  Then  Zeus,  seeing  that  everything  on  earth  would  perish 
unless  the  grief  of  Demeter  was  soothed,  restored  Persephone  to 
her  mother  at  Eleusis.  For  the  four  winter  months  of  the  year, 
however,  she  had  to  live  with  Hades  as  his  wife  and  queen. 

The  myth  of  Demeter  was  one  of  the  many  stories  by  which 
early  peoples  have  tried  to  explain  the  changes  of  the  seasons,  and 
the  dying  of  vegetation  in  the  winter  to  revive  again  in  Meaning  of 
the  spring.     But  the  Greeks  learned  to  read  in  this  ^^  legend, 
myth  a  deeper  meaning.    To  them  it  seemed  an  allegory  of  the 
death  and  resurrection  of  all  human  life. 

The  celebration  of  the  Eleusinian  mysteries  came  in  September, 
and  lasted  nine  days.  At  this  time  the  priests  and  magistrates, 
together  with  the  initiates  and  novices,  marched  in  xheEleu- 
procession  from  the  Athenian  city  along  the  Sacred  sinian  mys- 
Way*  and  reached  Eleusis  at  sunset.  The  novices  **'^**'- 
then  fasted,  roamed  about  the  shore,  and  sat  down  on  the  rock 
where  Demeter  had  mourned  for  her  daughter.  When  they  were 
worked  up  to  a  state  of  religious  excitement,  they  entered  a  bril- 
liantly lighted  hall  and  witnessed  a  passion  play  dealing  with  the 
legend  of   Demeter.*     The  candidates    for    admission    to   the 

suaded  that  Orpheus  was  a  forerunner  of  Jesus,  since  he,  too,  had  come  to  teach 
mankind  and  had  died  a  tragic  death.  A  Roman  emperor  placed  a  statue  of 
Orpheu3  in  his  private  chapel  beside  that  of  the  Christian  Messiah. 

1  See  the  map,  page  203. 

2  This  great  hall  was  begun  by  Pericles  and  enlarged  in  the  Hellenistic 
Age.  The  ruins  of  the  structure  have  been  excavated  since  i88a  by  the  Greek 
Archaeological  Society. 
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mysteries  seem  to  have  had  no  direct  moral  instruction.  They 
saw,  instead,  living  pictures  and  pantomimes  which  represented 
the  life  beyond  the  grave  and  held  out  to  them  the  promise 
of  a  blessed  lot  in  another  world.  As  an  Athenian  orator  said, 
''Those  who  have  shared  this  initiation  possess  sweeter  hopes 
about  death  and  about  the  whole  of  life."  ^ 

The  Eleusinian  mysteries,  though  unknown  in  the  Homeric  Age, 
were  already  popular  before  the  epoch  of  the  Persian  wars.  They 
Influence  of  became  a  Panhellenic  festival  open  to  all  Greeks, 
the  mys-        women  as  well  as  men,  slaves  as  well   as  freemen. 

**•  Finally,  the  privilege  of  membership  was  extended  to 

the  Romans.  Cicero,  for  instance,  received  initiation.  During  the 
first  centuries  of  our  era,  the  influence  of  the  mysteries  increased 
as  faith  in  the  Olympian  religion  declined.  They  formed  one  of 
the  last  strongholds  of  paganism,  and  endured  till  the  triumph  of 
Christianity  in  the  Roman  world. 

193.    Oriental  Religions  In  the  Roman  Empire 

The  Asiatic  conquests  of  Alexander,  followed  in  later  centuries 
by  the  extension  of  Roman  rule  over  the  eastern  coasts  of  the 
Spread  of  Mediterranean,  brought  the  classical  peoples  into  con- 
new  re-  tact  with  new  religions  which  had  arisen  in  the  Ori- 
iigions.  ^^^^  Slaves,  soldiers,  traders,  and  travelers  carried 
the  strange  Eastern  faiths  to  the  West,  where  they  speedily  won 
many  followers.  Even  before  the  downfall  of  the  republic,  the 
deities  of  Asia  Minor,  Egypt,  and  Persia  had  found  a  home  at 
Rome.  Under  the  empire,  multitudes  of  men  and  women  were 
attracted  to  their  worship. 

The  first  Oriental  divinity  to  enter  the  Roman  world  was  Magna 
Mater,  the  Great  Mother.  Cybele,  as  she  was  also  called,  came 
Magna  ^  early  as  204  B.C.,  during  the  Second  Punic  War. 

Mater.  Hannibal  was  still  in  Italy,  but  the  Sibylline  Books' 

had  declared  that  a  foreign  invader  would  be  obliged  to  leave 

1 1  Socrates,  Panegyricus,  39.  >  See  page  3x4. 
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the  peninsula  if  Cybele  came  to  Rome.  Accordingly,  the  meteoric 
stone  which  symbolized  the  goddess  was  brought  from  Phrygia  in 
Asia  Minor  and  set  up  in  a  shrine  on  the  Palatine  Hill. 

The  worship  of  the  Great  Mother  at  her  spring  festival  in 
March  became  a  favorite  cult  of  the  Roman  populace.    They 
found  something  novel  and  fascinating  in  the  proces-  -^of^iiip  ^f 
sions  of  her  priests  clad  in  Asiatic  costumes,  who  sang  Magna 
and  danced  to  the  accompaniment  of  cymbals,  flutes,  ^•*''- 
and  tambourines,  and  worked  themselves  into  a  frenzy.^    Very 
impressive  was  the  rite  of  the  tauroboliuniy  in  which  the  wor- 
shiper entered  a  pit  and  bathed  in  the  blood  of  a  bull  slaugh- 
tered on  the  platform  above  him.     He  who  received  this  solemn 
baptism  of  blood  was  believed  to  be  purified  from  sin ;  he  was, 
so  the  inscriptions  read,  "reborn  to  eternal  life."* 

The  worship  of  the  Egyptian  goddess  Isis  first  spread  from 
Alexandria  throughout  the  Greek  world,  before  it  entered  Italy 

during  the   second  century  b.c.     Isis,  like  Cybele, 

Isis. 
represented  the  universal  Mother  Nature.  Her  wor- 
ship especially  attracted  women,  who  saw  in  Isis  a  glorified  type 
of  their  sex,  such  as  their  daughters,  under  Christianity,  were  to 
find  in  the  Virgin  Mother.  But  men,  as  well  as  women,  crowded 
the  temples  of  Isis,  where  every  day,  at  morning  and  evening, 
white-robed,  tonsured  priests  recited  prayers,  burnt  sacred  in- 
cense, and  offered  the  image  of  the  goddess  for  adoration.  Such 
solemn  ceremonies,  with  their  pomp  and  music,  captivated  the 
imagination.  Votaries  of  the  "  Queen  of  Peace  *"  were  found  all 
over  the  Roman  world. 

Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  of  the  Asiatic  religions  was  Mithra- 

ism.     Mithra  first  appears  as  a  Persian  sun  god,  the 

IKitiiTa. 
leader  of  Ahura*  Mazda's  hosts  in  the  ceaseless  struggle 

against  the  forces  of  darkness  and  evil.^    As  a  god  of  light,  Mithra 

1  Such  leaping,  howling  priests  were  called  by  the  Romans /ufd/iV/  (from /iffirm, 
a  temple).    Hence  comes  our  word  "  fanaticism." 

3  In  atemum  renatus,     <  Placida  Regince  (according  to  a  Dacian  inscription). 
^  See  pages  95-96. 


5i6  Christianity  in  the  Roman  World 

was  also  a  god  of  truth  and  purity.  His  worship,  spreading  over  the 
leQgthandbreadthof  the  Roman  Empire,  became  the  noblest  of  all 
pagan  faiths.  Men  saw  in  Mithra  a  Lord  and  Giver  of  Life,  who  pro- 
tected tlie  weak  and  miserable,  cleansed  the  sinner,  conquered  death, 
and  procured  for  his  faithful  followers  the  crown  of  immortality. 


A  MiTHRAic  Monument 

iBjS  in  1  uvc  near  Heldrlbng,  Cennany.    Tlic  ccnint  gn 
c  bull.    The  iDHilciKlKbiliDwicciinlnnaitic  life  oTMiib 


The  Mithraic  worship  took  the  form  of  a  mystery  with  seven 
grades,  or  degrees,  through  which  candidates  passed  by  ordeals 
Worahlp  of  °f  initiation.  The  rites  included  a  kind  of  baptism 
Hithi*.  with  holy  water,  a  sacrilicial  meal  of  bread  and  wine, 

and  daily  litanies  to  the  sun.  Mithra  was  represented  as  a  youth- 
fiil  hero  nitraculously  born  from  a  rock  at  the  dawn  of  day ;  for 
this  reason  his  worship  was  always  conducted  underground  in 
natural  or  artificial  caves,  or  in  cellars.  .At  the  back  of  one 
of  these  subterranean  temples  would  be  often  a  picture  of  Mithra 
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slaying  a  bull,  and  an  inscription  :  *'  To  the  Unconquerable  Sun, 
to  Mithra."  ^ 

These  three  Oriental  religions,  though  unlike   in  many  ways, 
agreed  in  their  appeal  to  the  emotions.     They  helped  to  satisfy 
the  spiritual  wants  of  men  and  women  by  dwelling  on  simiilcance 
the  need  of  purification  from  sin,  and  by  holding  forth  of  the  new 
the  prospect  of  a  happier  life  beyond  the  tomb.     It  "^S*®"*- 
is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  they  penetrated  every  province  of 
the  Roman  Empire  and  flourished  as  late  as  the  fourth  century  of 
our  era.     Christianity,  itself  an  Oriental  faith,  had  no  more  dan- 
gerous antagonists  than  the  followers  of  Cybele,  Isis,  and  Mithra. 

194.    Rise  and  Spread  of  Christianity 

Christianity  rose  among  the  Jews,  for  Jesus  was  a  Jew  and  his 
disciples  were  Jews.  But  it  was  not  to  be  solely  a  national  faith, 
confined  to  a  special  people  and  centered  in  a  single  chiiMiiBnitv 
shrine.  Like  Mithraism,  like  the  cults  of  Isis  and  as  a  world 
Cybele,  Christianity  exhibited  itself  as  a  universal  re-  "^8*®'*- 
ligion.  It  spread  throughout  the  Roman  Empire  during  the  same 
centuries  when  its  Oriental  rivals  were  winning  their  greatest  suc- 
cesses there. 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Jesus,*  his  immediate  followers 
numbered  scarcely  a  hundred  persons.    The  catastrophe  of  the 
crucifixion    struck    them   with    sorrow   and   dismay,   xesoeagthe 
When,  however,  the  disciples  came  to  believe  in  the  Meseiah,  or 
resurrection  of  their  master,  a  wonderful  impetus  was  *^^***' 
given  to  the  growth  of  the  new  religion.    They  now  asserted  that 

1  Soli  Irtvicto  Mithra.  An  interesting  survival  of  Mithra  worship  is  the  date  of 
our  festival  of  Christmas.  The  a5th  of  December  was  the  day  of  the  great  annual 
celebration  in  memory  of  the  Persian  deity.  In  274  A.D.,  the  emperor  Aureltan 
raised  a  gorgeous  temple  to  the  sun  god  in  the  Campus  Martius,  dedicating  it  on 
the  25th  of  December, "  the  birthday  of  the  Unconquerable  Sun."  After  the  tri- 
umph of  Christianity,  the  day  was  still  honored,  but  henceforth  as  the  anniversary 
of  the  birth  of  Christ. 

2 The  exact  date  of  the  crucifixion  is  unknown.  It  took  place  during  the  reign 
of  Tiberius,  when  Pontius  Pilatus  was  procurator  of  Judea. 
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Jesus  was  the  true  Messiah,  or  Christ/  who  by  rising  from  the 
dead  had  sealed  the  truth  of  his  teachings. 

For  several  years  after  the  crucifixion^  the  disciples  remained 
at  Jerusalem,  preaching  and  making  converts  with  great  success. 
Chri  tianitv  '^^^  ^^^  doctrines  met  so  much  opposition  on  the  part 
among  the  of  Jewish  leaders  in  the  capital  city  that  the  followers 
Jews.  q£  Jesus  withdrew  to  Samaria,  Damascus,  and  Antioch. 

In  all  these  places  there  were  large  Jewish  communities,  among 
whom  Peter  and  his  fellow  apostles  labored  zealously. 

Up  to  this  time  the  new  faith  had  been  spread  only  among  the 
Jews.  The  first  Christians  did  not  neglect  to  keep  up  all  the  cus- 
Misaionarv  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Jewish  religion.  It  was  even  doubted  for 
latMrs  of  a  while  whether  any  but  Jews  could  properly  be  al- 
•  lowed  within  the  Christian  fold.     A  new  convert,  Saul 

of  Tarsus,  afterwards  the  Apostle  Paul,  did  most  to  admit  the 
Gentiles'  to  the  privileges  of  the  new  religion.  Though  born 
a  Jew,  Paul  had  been  trained  in  the  schools  of  Tarsus,  a  city  of 
Asia  Minor  which  was  a  great  center  of  Greek  learning.  He  pos- 
sessed a  knowledge  of  Greek  philosophy,  and  particularly  of  Sto- 
icism. This  broad  education  helped  to  make  him  an  acceptable 
missionary  to  Greek-speaking  peoples.  During  more  than  thirty 
years  of  unceasing  activity,  Paul  established  churches  in  Asia  Minor, 
Greece,  Macedonia,  and  Italy.  To  many  of  these  churches  he 
wrote  the  letters,  or  epistles,  which  have  found  a  place  in  the  New 
Testament.'     So  large  a  part  of  the  doctrines  of  Christianity  has 

1  The  word  "  Christ,"  the  official  name  of  Jesus,  is  the  Greek  equivalent  of  the 
Hebrew  '•  Messiah,"  the  "  anointed  "  (king) .  The  Hebrew  monarchs  were  anointed 
with  holy  oil,  a  custom  still  retained  in  modern  times,  as  at  the  o^ronation  of  an 
English  sovereign. 

3  "  Men  of  the  nations  " ;  that  is,  the  pagans.    See  page  i8o,  note  3. 

*  Jesus  himself  wrote  nothing,  but  not  long  after  the  crucifixion  the  sayings  of 
Jesus,  as  they  were  remembered  by  his  disciples,  were  compiled  to  furnish  a  mis- 
sionary handbook.  Out  of  this  grew  the  four  Gospels,  ascribed  to  the  apostles, 
Matthew,  Mark,  Luke,  and  John.  The  BooJi  of  Acts  recounts  the  history  of  the 
early  church  in  Palestine  and  the  missionary  journeys  of  Paul.  Then  follow  the 
Epistles,  written  by  Paul  and  his  associates  to  the  Christians  of  the  first  century. 
At  the  end  of  the  collection  is  the  Apocalypse  {Revelation),  a  work  addressed  to 
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been  derived  from  Paul's  writing  that  we  may  well  speak  of  him 
as  the  second  founder  of  the  Christian  fiiith. 

Christianity  advanced  with  marvelous  rapidity  over  the  Roman 
world.     At  the  close  of  the  first  century,  there  were  Christians 
everywhere  in  Asia  Minor.    By  150  a.d.  the  empire  chriitunity 
was  studded  with  churches,  a  few  existing  even  as  ki  •nong  the 
east  as  Arabia,  Persia,  and  India.    A  hundred  years  '»"*'*"■■ 
later,  we  hear  of  missionaries  along  the  Rhine,  on  the  Danubian 


Modern  Jerltsalbh  and  the  Mount  of  Olives 

frontier,  and  in  distant  Britain.  "  We  are  but  of  yesterday," 
says  a  Christian  writer,  with  pardonable  exaggeration,  "  yet  we 
have  filled  all  your  places  of  resort  —  cities,  islands,  fortresses, 
towns,  markets,  the  camp  itself,  the  tribes,  town  councils,  the 
palace,  the  senate,  and  the  forum.  We  have  left  to  you  only  the 
temples  of  your  gods." ' 

Certain  fortunate  circumstances  ^vored  the  success  of  this  gi- 
gantic missionary  enterprise.    Alexander's  conquests  in  the  East, 

the  seven  chuiches  of  A^  Minor.  The  entire  New  Teslamenl  wai  original])' 
eompoaed  in  Creek  —  a  striking  testimony  to  the  wide  use  of  that  language  in  Ihe 
ancient  world.  ^  TenuUian,  Apology,  37. 
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and  those  of  Rome  in  the  West,  had  done  much  to  break  down 
the  barriers  between  nations.  The  spread  of  Greek  and  Latin  as 
the  common  languages  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean region  furnished  a  medium  in 
2jjernal  which  Christian  speakers 
unHB  for      and  writers  could  be  easily 

thewpid  understood.  The  scattcr- 
■prsad  of 

ChriitlaM-  ing  of  the  Jews  after  the 
'*y-  destruction  of  Jerusalem' 

provided  the  Christians  with  an  audi- 
ence in  many  cities  of  the  empire. 
The  early  missionaries,  such  as  Paul 
himself,  were  often  Roman  citizens  who 
enjoyed  the  protection  of  the  Roman 
law,*  and  profited  by  the  ease  of  travel 
which  the  imperial  rule  had  made  pos- 
sible. At  no  other  period  in  ancient 
history  would  conditions  have  been  so 
propitious  for  the  rapid  progress  of  a 
new  religion. 

But,  afler  all,  these  considerations 
do  not  go  to  the  root  of  the  matter. 
The  truth  is  that  men  were  athirst  for 
a  religion  which  could  satisfy  the  deep- 
Inten*!  ^^'  ^'^^  "'<^'  spiritual  needs 
caDMH.  of  the    soul.     Christianity 

told  of  a  loving  Father  in  heaven  who 
opened  His  kingdom  to  aU  alike  —  the 
sinner  as  well  as  the  saint,  the  poor  as 
well  as  the  rich,  the  slave  as  well  as  the 
master.    To  the  wretched  and  the  sor- 
rowing, Christianity  brought  the  assurance  of  another  and  happier 
existence  beyond  the  grave.     No  other  ancient  religion  had  ever 
1  See  page  45a,  note  i.  *  See  page  47a. 


E  Good  Shep- 


logUuiliiiopk 


Sinoicg  <rf  .ho  <hird  «„. 

He  -on  <he  «»«  (■ 

Oiienul  peiuni:  hit  co 

u  lenUe  and  Ihoughlfu 

Growth  of  the  Christian  Church  521 

made  such  wonderful  promises.  No  other  ancient  religion  had 
ever  given  such  clear  and  confident  answers  to  the  obstinate  ques- 
tionings of  life.  So  it  was  that  in  Christianity  men  found  a  spiritual 
joy  and  consolation  which  made  them  willing  captives  to  the  new 
faith. 

195.    Growth  of  the  Christian  Church 

While   Christianity   was   conquering   the  world,  the   believers 

in  its  doctrines  were  grouping  themselves  into  communities  or 

churches.     Every  city  had  a  congregation  of  Chris- 

,.,__,  Simple 

tian  worshipers/    They  met,  not  m  synagogues   as  church  serv- 

did  the  Jews,  but  in  private  houses,  where  they  sang  iccB  and 
hymns,  listened  to  readings  from  the  Holy  Scriptures,  80^«™™«n  • 
and  partook  of  a  sacrificial  meal  in  memory  of  the  last  supper 
of  Jesus  with  his  disciples.  Certain  officers,  called  presbyters  *  or 
elders,  were  chosen  to  conduct  the  services  and  instruct  the  con- 
verts. The  chief  presbyter  received  the  name  of  "  overseer,"  or 
bishop.'  Each  church,  in  addition,  had  one  or  more  deacons, 
who  visited  the  sick  and  relieved  the  wants  of  the  poor.  Thus 
every  Christian  community  formed  a  little  brotherhood  of  earnest 
men  and  women,  united  by  common  beliefs,  but  wholly  independ- 
ent of  similar  communities  elsewhere.  Since  the  early  Christians 
looked  for  the  speedy  coming  of  Christ,  and  with  it  the  end  of 
the  world,  they  were  quite  satisfied  with  this  simple  method  of 
church  government. 

As  the  number  of  converts  increased  and  the  Christian  com- 
munities gained  in  size  and  strength,  some  important 

Noed  of  a 
changes  took  place.     The  church  came  to  realize  that  ^^^^^  elabo- 

it  was  to  be  a  world-wide  institution  with  an  unceasing  rate  govern- 

warfare  to  wage  against  all  the  forces  of  paganism.  " 

To   do   this  with   success,  a   more  elaborate   organization  was 

1  The  meeting  was  called  ecdesia  from  the  Greek  word  for  "  popular  assembly." 
Hence  comes  our  word  "  ecclesiastical." 

2  Whence  the  word  "  priest." 

s  The  word  "  bishop  "  comes  from  the  Greek  ep'ucopos^  and  means  literally  an 


•*  overseer." 
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required.    There  arose,  in  time,  a  system  of  church  government 

which  undoubtedly  was  modeled  on  that  of  the  Roman  Empire.^ 

The  history  of  this  developing  organization  is,  in  great  part,  a 

History  of  the  episcopal  power.    The  earlier  bishops,  as  we  have 

seen,  were  only  heads  of  single  churches  in  the  sev- 
Th6  church 
becomes  an    ^^1  ^i^i^s.     Then,  as  Christianity  spread,  branches 

episcopal  or-  were  thrown  out  into  neighboring  parishes,  and  over 
g  za  on.  ^jjggg  jj^g  bishop  of  the  parent  church  naturally  exer- 
cised authority.  The  bishop  of  the  capital  city  of  a  province 
enjoyed  the  title  of  archbishop,  or  metropolitan.  Above  him  in 
dignity  was  the  patriarch,  who  was  usually  the  metropolitan  of 
the  chief  city  in  each  diocese.  There  came  to  be  four  great 
patriarchates  in  the  East,  at  Jerusalem,  Antioch,  Alexandria,  and 
Constantinople.  In  the  West  there  was  only  one  patriarch,  the 
bishop  of  Rome.*  The  Christian  Church,  by  the  third  century, 
had  developed  into  an  episcopal  body,  presided  over  and  gov- 
erned by  bishops. 

The  church  was  now  something  more  than  a  name  for  all  the 
communities  of  true  believers  scattered  throughout  the  world. 

It  appeared,  henceforth,  as  a  vast  and   mighty  or- 
The  church 
becomes  a      ganization,  with  fixed  laws,  with  a  graded  system  of 

state  within  officers,  and  with  councils  or  gatherings  at  which  the 
clergy  of  a  province  discussed  the  affairs  of  their  par- 
ticular localities.  The  Christian  Church  had  become  a  "  catho- 
lic," that  is,  a  universal  church,  a  state  within  a  state.  It  was 
with  this  organization,  already  powerful,  that  the  Roman  Empire 
engaged  in  the  long  struggle  called  the  Persecutions. 

1  The  correspondence  may  be  indicated  as  follows :  — 

The  Roman  Empirb  Thb  Christian  Church 

City  —  Municipal  officials.  Bishop. 

Province  —  Governor.  Archbishop,  or  Metropolitan. 

Diocese  —  Vicar.  Patriarch. 

Prefecture  —  Prefect.  (No  corresponding  division.) 

3  The  name  *'  pope  "  (Latin, papa,  "  father  ")  was  at  first  applied  to  all  bishops 
and  even  to  priests.  Not  until  the  sixth  century,  or  even  later,  do  we  find  ttie  term 
restricted  to  the  bishops  of  Rome. 
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196.    The  Persecutions:  their  Causes 

Christianity  did  not  win  its  way  in  the  world  without  opposi- 
tion. Despite  the  peaceable^  harmless  lives  of  its  adherents, 
despite  the  tidings  of  good  will  that  they  brought  to  Christianity 
men,  the  Christians,  for  nearly  three  centuries  after  the  encounters 
death  of  their  founder  on  the  cross,  were  subjected  to  P*'*^'***<>"' 
some  terrible  persecutions. 

The  new  religion  from  the  start  met  popular  disapproval.    The 
early  Christians,  who  tried  to  keep  themselves  free  from  idol- 
atry, were  regarded  as  very  unsociable  persons.    They  never  ap- 
peared at  public  feasts  and  entertainments.      They  n^^gtiUty 
would  not  join  in  the  amusements  of  the  circus  or  the  toward  the 
amphitheater.    They  refused  to  send  their  children  to  ^^^***^- 
the  schools.    The  ordinary  citizen  could  not  understand  such 
people.     It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  they  gained  the  evil 
name  of  ''haters  of  mankind." 

If  the  multitude  despised  the  Christians,  they  sometimes  feared 
them,  as  well.  Strange  stories  circulated  about  the  secret  meet- 
ings of  the  Christians,  who  at  their  sacrificial  meal 

Sapersti- 
were  declared  to  feast  on  children.    The  Christians,  ^^ng  f^„  ^ 

too,  were  often  looked  upon  as  sorcerers  and  ma-  theChris- 
gicians.  All  sorts  of  disasters  were  believed  to  be 
caused  by  them,  just  as,  a  few  centuries  ago,  calamities  were 
attributed  to  witches.  It  was  not  difficult  to  excite  the  vicious 
crowds  of  the  large  cities  to  riots  and  disorders  in  which  many 
followers  of  the  new  religion  suffered  wounds  and  death.  As  a 
Christian  writer  said,  "  If  the  Tiber  rises,  if  the  Nile  does  not 
rise,  if  the  heavens  give  no  rain,  if  there  is  an  earthquake,  fam- 
ine, or  pestilence,  straightway  the  cry  is, '  The  Christians  to  the 
lions.' "  ^ 

Such  outbursts  of  mob  hatred  were  only  occasional.  There 
would  have  been  no  organized,  persistent  attack,  if  the  imperial 

1  Tertullian,  Apology^  40. 


524  Christianity  in  the  Roman  World 

government  had  not  taken  a  hand.    Rome,  which  had  treated  so 
many  other  foreign  faiths  with  careless  indifference  or 
of  the  ^^^^  ^^^  favor,  which  had  tolerated  the  Jews  and 

Roman  gov-  granted  to  them  special  privileges  of  worship,  made 
emmen  .        ^  deliberate  effort  to  crush  out  Christianity. 

Rome  entered  on  the  persecutions  because  it  saw  in  Chris- 
tianity that  which  threatened  its  own  existence.  The  Christians 
Attitude        declined  to  support  the  state  religion ;  they  even  con- 

^  *^*  demned  it  unsparingly  as  sinful  and  idolatrous.    This 

Chxistians 

toward  attitude  of  "  atheism  *'  seemed  sacrilegious  to  the  Ro- 

paganism.  mans,  who  thought  that  the  safety  of  society  depended 
on  the  faithful  service  of  their  deities.  The  Christians,  moreover, 
would  not  worship  the  genius,  or  guardian  spirit  of  the  emperor, 
and  would  not  bum  incense  before  his  statue,  which  stood  in  every 
town.  Such  a  refusal  to  take  what  was  really  an  oath  of  allegi- 
ance was  felt  to  be  an  act  of  rebellion  and  treason.  These  feel- 
ings of  hostility  to  the  Christians  were  strengthened  by  their 
unwillingness  to  serve  in  the  army  and  to  swear  by  the  pagan 
gods  in  courts  of  law.  In  short,  the  members  of  this  new  sect 
must  have  appeared  very  unruly  subjects  who,  if  allowed  to  be- 
come numerous  enough,  would  endanger  the  entire  &bric  of  the 
government. 

197.    The  Persecutions:  their  History 

During  the  first  century  there  were  only  two  persecutions. 
Both  were  confined  to  Rome.  After  the  great  fire  *  Nero  is  said 
Persecution  ^°  ^*^®  accused  the  Christians  of  having  attempted 
under  Nero,  to  destroy  the  city.  Tacitus,  who  tells  us  this,  goes 
^  on  to  say,  "  Christus,  from  whom  the  name  of  Chris- 

tian had  its  origin,  suffered  the  extreme  penalty  during  the 
reign  of  Tiberius  at  the  hands  of  one  of  our  procurators,  Pontius 
Pilatus.  But  this  most  mischievous  superstition,  though  checked 
for  the  moment,  again  broke  out,  not  only  in  Judea,  the  first 

1  See  page  450, 
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source  of  the  evil,  but  even  in  Rome,  the  meeting-place  of  all 
horrible  and  immoral  practices  from  every  quarter  of  the  world,"  * 
If  an  intelligent  man  like  Tacitus  had  such  ideas  of  the  Christians, 
no  wonder  the  Roman  rabble  hated  them  and  applauded  Nero's 
treatment  of  them.  Many  victims  were  covered  with  the  skins 
of  beasts  and  torn  by  dogs,  or,  smeared  with  pitch,  were  burned 
as  torches  in  the  emperor's  gardens.  In  this  cruel  persecution, 
tradition  declares  that  the  apostles  Peter  and  Paul  lost  their  lives. 

The  hand  of  the  gloomy  Domitian  lay  heavy  on  the  Christians 
at  Rome.    Among  those  who  suffered  were  the  em-  Don^j^j^fg 
peror's  first  cousin  and  his  wife.    The  one  was  exe-  persecutioii, 
cuted,  the  other  banished  to  an  island.     We  see  from  ^  ^'^' 
this  that  the  new  faith  had  begun  to  win  converts  from  the  higher 
ranks  of  society,  and  even  in  the  imperial  household. 

At  least  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  the  second  century,  the 
Roman  government  began  to  persecute  the  Christians  wherever 
they  were  found  in  the  empire.  We  have  evidence  piinyfg  j^^- 
of  this  in  a  most  interesting  letter  written  to  Trajan  teraboutthe 
by  Pliny  the  Younger,'  when  governor  of  a  province  ^^'*"******' 
in  Asia  Minor.  "  This  is  the  plan,"  writes  Pliny,  "  which  I  have 
adopted  in  the  case  of  those  Christians  who  have  been  brought 
before  me.  I  ask  them  whether  they  are  Christians ;  if  they  say 
'  Yes,'  then  I  repeat  the  question  a  second  and  a  third  time,  warning 
them  of  the  death  penalty  in  store  for  them.  If  they  still  persist, 
I  order  them  to  be  taken  away  to  prison.  For  I  do  not  doubt 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  character  of  the  crime  which  they 
confess,  their  disobedience  and  obstinacy  ought  to  be  punished. 
There  were  others  who  showed  a  similar  mad  folly  whom  I  sent 
to  Rome,  since  they  were  Roman  citizens." '  This  letter  seems 
to  indicate  that  people  were  executed,  merely  because  they  ac- 
knowledged themselves  Christians,  much  as  self-confessed  murder- 
ers would  be  put  to  death. 

The  lot  of  the  Christians,  if  hard,  was  not  intolerable  throughout 

1  Tacitus,  Annals,  xv,  44.  2  See  page  479.  «  Pliny,  Letters,  x,  98. 
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the  second  and  into  the  third  century.    Trajan,  answering  Pliny, 

told  him  not  to  make  any  effort  to  search  for  Christians,  but  to 

condemn  only  those  who  were  openly  known  as  such. 
The  Chris-  ^      j 

tiaas  under     Hadrian  and  Antoninus  Pius  tried  to  repress  popular 

the  "  Good     outbreaks  against  them.    The  gentle  emperor,  Marcus 
^  Aurelius,  permitted  several  persecutions,  but  these 

were  in  scattered  cities  of  the  empire.  At  Smyrna,  in  Asia 
Minor,  perished  the  aged  Polycarp,  head  of  the  church  in  that 
city.  When,  as  was  the  usual  custom,  he  was  given  a  chance  to 
recant  by  cursing  Jesus,  he  answered,  '^  Eighty  and  six  years  have 
I  served  him,  and  he  never  did  me  wrong.  How  can  I  now 
blaspheme  my  King  who  has  saved  me  ?  "  ^  At  Lyons,  in  Gaul, 
when  the  mob  rose  against  the  Christians,  one  of  the  sufferers 
was  Blandina,  a  slave.  Urged  to  deny  her  faith,  she  said,  "  I  am 
a  Christian ;  there  is  no  evil  among  us.'' 

The  Christians  joyfully  suffered  for  their  religion.  They  wel- 
comed torture  and  death.  When  a  persecution  raged  in  the  prov- 
Themar-  i^^^  ^^  k%\dLy  a  vast  number  of  people  presented 
ty^*-  themselves  before  the  governor  to  confess  their  loyalty 

to  Christ.  The  governor  had  some  of  them  executed,  and  sent 
away  the  others.  "  Poor  wretches,"  he  said,  "  if  you  must  die, 
cannot  you  find  ropes  and  precipices  for  the  purpose?"*  To 
suffer  for  Christ  meant  to  gain  a  heavenly  crown.  Those  who 
perished  were  called  martyrs,  that  is, ''  witnesses."  Even  now  the 
festal  day  of  a  martyr  is  the  day  of  his  death. 

During  the  evil  times  of  the  third  century,  the  Christians  had 
even  fiercer  trials  to  meet.     Decius,  Valerian,  and  other  rulers 
who   sought  to  restore  order  made  a  deliberate  at- 
tionsinthe     ^^"^pt  ^o  destroy  Christianity.     They  believed  it  to 
third  cen-       be  one  of  the  forces  that  was  helping  to  break  up  the 
'*^'  empire.     The  emperors  began  to  plan  and  direct 

widespread  persecutions.  The  entire  power  of  the  imperial  gov- 
ernment was  directed  against  this  outlawed  faith. 

1  Passio  Pofycarpi,  9.  3  TertuUian,  Ad  Scapulam,  5. 
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The  persecution  beginning  under  Diocletian  was  the  last  and 
most  severe.  With  some  interruptions,  it  continued  for  eight  years. 
Only  Gaul  and  Britain  seeiu  to  have  escaped  its  ravages.  The 
government  began  by  burning  the  holy  books  of  the  Christians,  by 
destroying  their  uio^irti^,, 
churches,  and  perMcutimi, 
by  taking  away  303-3"  AJ>. 
their  property.  Members 
of  the  hated  faith  lost  their 
privileges  as  full  Roman  cit- 
izens. Then  sterner  meas- 
ures followed.  The  prisons 
were  crowded  with  Chris- 
tians. Those  who  refused  to 
recant  and  sacrifice  to  the 
emperor  were  thrown  to 
wild  animals  in  the  arena, 
stretched  on  the  rack,  or 
burned  over  a  slow  fire. 
Every  refinement  of  torture 
was    practiced.      Paganism, 

fighting  for  its  existence,  left  interior  of  the  Catacombs 

no  means  untried   to  root     ''^'■""'"'""f'P"""" «"'"'■'"". "■■^' 

chamber^  u  nuHi  of  Ihem  look  when  diKoiered. 
out    a    sect    both    despised    The  guTt.  h.™  b«n  optned  Md  Ihe  bodk*  ukeo 

and  feared.  ""*' 

The  attempts  to  destroy  began  too  late.    At  this  time  the 
Christians  numbered  perhaps  a  twentieth  of  the  free  population 
of  the  empire.     To  kill  them  all  was  impossible.     In-  [((,„](,  ^ 
stead  of  destroying  the  new  religion,  the  persecutions  tbe  p«t»»- 
gave  it  additional  strength.     The  Christians  through-  "^"^ '""' 
out  the  world  were  drawn  together  into  closer  unity.    They  be- 
came a  compact  and  powcrfiil  element  in  the  Roman  state.     It 
was  not  long  before  they  found  recognition. 

During  the  periods  of  persecution,  the  Christians  at  Rome  some- 
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times  took  refuge  in  the  catacombs.  The  excavation  of  these 
underground  cemeteries  began  at  the  end  of  the  first  century  a.d., 
Ttw  cata-  ^ut  most  of  them  belong  to  the  third  and  fourth 
comb*.  centuries.     A  visitor  to  the  catacombs  finds  himself 

in  a  maze  of  narrow  passages  and  chambers  hollowed  out  in  the 
soft,  spongy  tufa  of  the  Roman  Campagna.     "  Only  occasionally," 
says  an  early  Christian  writer,   "is 
^-^  light  let  in  to  lessen  the  horror  of  the 

gloom,  and  then  not  so  much  through 
a  window  as  through  a  hole.     You 
take   each  step  with  caution,   sur- 
rounded as  you  are  by  deep  night." ' 
Several  tiers  of  galleries  (in  one  in- 
stance as  many  as   seven)    lie  one 
below  the  other.    Thctr  total  length 
has  been  estimated  at  no  less  than  six 
hundred  miles. 
....  K.-K—  "—■■  ■•        ^^  catacombs  formed  the  ceme- 
ihDwn  poiniing  lo  '^J'"  ""■  '''^«    teries  of  the  Christians,  who  buried 
como  from  ihc  ciiKombt  o(  St.  Pris-   their  dead  as  did  the  Jews  and  other 
•'"^  Syrian  peoples.    The  bodies  were  laid 

in  recesses  in  the  walls  of  the  galleries  or  underneath  the  pavement 
The  tombstone  sometimes  bore  an  epitaph  and  one  or 
combs  u  more  Christian  symbols,  such  as  the  dove,  an  anchor 
cemetwJea.  (emblem  of  hope),  an  olive  branch,  or  the  monogram 
of  Christ.  The  catacombs  also  contained  halls  or  burial  chapels 
where  were  interred  the  bodies  of  martyrs  and  of  the  faithful  who 
wished  to  lie  near  them.  The  walls  of  these  larger  rooms  were  often 
covered  with  paintings  of  scenes  from  Old  Testament  history  or  from 
the  life  of  Christ.  Thus  in  following  the  maze  of  the  catacombs, 
the  student  gains  a  picture  of  the  early  history  of  Christianity.* 

1  St.  Jerome.  Cummtalary  01  E:ekid.  u 

*  Hy  the  end  of  the  fourth  century,  the 

gious  reverence  Biul  were  visited  by  pilgrin 
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198.    Trittmph  of  Christianity 

Diocletian's  persecution,  which  continued, for  several  years  after 

his  abdication,  came  to  an  end  in  311  a.d.     In  that  year  Galerius, 

the  ruler  in  the  East,  published  an  edict  which  per- 

ChriBtianity 
mitted  the  Christians  to  rebuild  their  churches  and  ijecomesa 

worship   undisturbed.      It  was  left  for  the  emperor  tolerated 

Constantine  to  take  the  next  significant  step.    .  In  "  ^S^^^- 

313  A.D.,  Constantine  and  his  colleague  Licinius  issued  the  Edict 

of  Milan,  which  proclaimed  for  the  first  time  in  history  the  noble 

principle  of  religious  toleration.      It  gave  absolute  freedom  to 

every  man  to  choose  and  practice  the  religion  which  he  deemed 

most  suited  to  his  needs.     This  edict  placed  the  Christian  faith 

on  an  equality  with  paganism.^ 

An   old   legend   declares   that  Constantine's   friendly ,  attitude 

toward   Christianity  was  the   consequence  of  a  heavenly  vision. 

On  the  day  before  a  great  battle  which  he  fought  with 

CoiiBtaii- 
his  rival  Maxentius  at  the  Milvian  Bridge  near  Rome,  tine's  vision 

he  saw  a  cross  of  light  in  the  sky,  above  the  sun,  and  of  the  cross, 

bearing  the  inscription  :  In  hoc  signo  vinces — "  In  this  ^' 

sign  thou  shalt  conquer."'     In  the  evening  of  the  day,  Christ 

was  said  to  have  appeared  to  him  while  asleep,  showing  the  same 

sign  and  directing  him  to  use  it  on  the  military  standards.' 

The  conversion  of  Constantine  is  one  of  the  most  important 

events  in  ancient  history.     A  Roman  emperor,  himself  a  god  to 

the  subjects  of  Rome,  became  the  worshiper  of  a 

Importance 
crucified  provincial  of  his  empire.     Constantine,  in  ofConstan- 

adopting  Christianity,  was  influenced  by  mixed  mo-  tine's  con- 

tives.     He  appears  to  have  had  a  genuine  interest  in  ^*"  ^^* 

the  new  faith.     His  mother  had  been  a  Christian,  and  his  father. 

In  the  ninth  century  the  bodies  of  the  martyrs  were  removed  to  the  churches  for 
greater  safety.  Visits  to  the  cemeteries  gradually  ceased,  and  during  the  Middle 
Ages  their  very  existence  was  forgotten. 

1  The  sixteenth  centenary  of  this  "  Peace  of  Constantino  "  was  celebrated  in  1913 
by  the  order  of  the  Pope. 

2  Euscbius,  Life  of  Constantine,  i,  28.  3  See  the  illustration,  page  531, 
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though  still  a  pagan,  had  refused  to  persecute  the  members  of 
that  sect.  It  is  more  than  likely,  also,  that  Constantine  saw  in 
the  support  of  the  Christians  a  powerful  aid  in  his  efforts  to  se- 
cure the  throne. 

Whatever  his  reasons  were,  the  emperor  favored  the  Christians 
throughout  his  reign.  He  surrounded  himself  with  Christian 
Conatantine  hishops,  freed  the  clergy  from  taxation,  and  spent 
favors  the  large  sums  in  the  building  of  churches.  One  of  his 
atlans.  j^^g  abolished  the  use  of  the  cross  as  an  instrument 
of  punishment.  Another  enactment  required  that  all  courts  of 
justice,  inhabitants  of  towns,  and  workshops  were  to  be  at  rest 
on  Sunday.     This  was  the  first  "  Sunday  law."  ^ 

Significant  of  the  emperor's  attitude  toward  Christianity  was 

his  action  in  summoning  all  the  bishops  in  the  different  provinces 

to  a  gathering  at  Nicea  in  Asia  Minor.     Some  three 
Church' 
CooncU  at       hundred  bishops,  many  of  them  still  carrying  on  their. 

Nicea,  325       persons  the  marks  of  tortures  borne  for  Christ,  came 

to  this  assembly.     It  framed  the  Nicene  Creed,  which 

is  still  the  accepted  summary  of  Christian  doctrine  in  the  Roman 

Catholic,  the  Greek,  and  most  Protestant  churches. 

The  recognition  given  to  Christianity  by  Constantine  helped 

immensely  to  spread  the  new  faith.     In  its  victorious  career  it 

met  but  one  more  check.     The  brief  reign  of  Julian 
"Apoa- 
tasy  **  of        ^^s  marked  by  a  determined  effort  to  revive  the  dy- 

Julian,  361-    ing  paganism.     Julian,  a  nephew  of  Constantine  and 

H6^  AT) 

*^  '  himself  a  Christian  in  early  manhood,  restored  the 
ancient  sacrifices  and  priesthoods,  rebuilt  the  temples,  and  put 
back  the  pagan  emblems  on  the  standards  of  the  armies.  By  his 
own  writings,  Julian  attempted  to  disprove  the  Christian  belief. 
His  efforts  were  doomed  to  failure ;  they  could  not  give  new  life 
to  rites  and  ceremonies  from  which  all  meaning  had  vanished. 

1  It  is  highly  doubtful  whether  this  legislation  had  any  relation  to  Christianity. 
More  probably,  Constantine  was  only  adding  the  day  of  the  Sun,  the  worship  of 
which  was  then  firmly  established  in  the  empire,  to  the  other  holy  days  i/^tria^  of 
the  Roman  calendar. 
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After  Julian,  Christianity  came  steadily  into  its  own.  Theodo- 
sius,  whose  services  to  the  church  won  him  the  title  of  "the 
Great/'  made  Christianity  the  state  religion.  Sacrifices  to  the 
pagan  gods  were  forbidden,  the  temples  were  closed,  and  their 
property  was  taken  away.  Those  strongholds  of  the  old  paganism, 
the  Delphic  oracle,  the  Olympian  games,  and  the  Eleusinian 
mysteries,  were  abolished.  Even  Christianity 
the  private  worship  of  the  household  becomes  the 
Lares  and  Penates  *  was  prohibited.  .^  ^^^^ 
Though  paganism  lingered  for  a  Theodoeius, 
century  or  more  in  the  country  379-395  A.D. 

districts,'  it  became  extinct  as  a  state  religion 
by  the  end  of  the  fourth  century.  The  Gali- 
lean, truly,  had  conquered. 


199.    Christian  Influence  on  Society 

Throughout  its  history,  Christianity  has  been 

not  simply  a  set  of  beliefs,  or  a  system  of 

church  organization,  or  a  beautiful 

Moral  aa- 
and  impressive  ritual  of  worship,   p^^^g  ^  ^^^^ 

Christianity    has    always    been    a  Christian 


faith. 


The  Lab  arum    . 

The  Labarum  con- 
sisted of  a  staff*  or  lance 
with  a  purple  banner  on  a 
crossbar.  It  bore  the  two 
Greek  letters  XP  (CHR) 
the  first  being  a  symbol 
of  the  cross,  and  both 
making  a  monogram  of 


moral  force  working  for  the  better- 
ment of  mankind.  The  old  classical  religions  **  word  Christ  (Greek, 
made  few  moral  demands  upon  their  worship- 
ers. The  individual  who  was  pious  and  reverent  toward  the  gods 
might  be  a  monster  of  wickedness  in  his  relations  with  his  fellow 
men.  But  Christianity,  which  taught  men  to  love  God,  taught 
them  also  to  love  their  neighbors.  The  true  Christian  was  a 
follower  of  Christ,  a  disciple  of  one  who  went  about  doing  good. 

The   most  important  moral   effects  of  Christianity  are  those 
which  the  historian  cannot  trace  in  detail.     It  certainly  did  much 


1  Sec  page  320. 

2  It  should  be  noted  here  that  the  pagans  were  not  the  "  peasants  "  ( Latin ,/a^ant) , 
but  the  "  civilians  "  as  opposed  to  the  "  soldiers  "  {tnUi(es)  of  Christ. 
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to  soften  and  refine  manners  by  the  stress  it  laid  upon  such ''  Chris- 
tian ''  virtues  as  humility,  tenderness,  and  gentleness.  By  dwelling 
Specific  on  the  sacredness  of  human  life,  Christianity  did  its 

™*>'*^  best  to  repress  the  very  common  practice  of  suicide, 

teachings  r  j  r  » 

of  Chris-  ^s  well  as  the  frightful  evil  of  infanticide.  It  set  its 
ti*nity.  face  sternly  against  the  obscenities  of  the  theater  and 

the  cruelties  of  the  gladiatorial  shows.  In  all  these  respects,  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  the  new  gospel  had  much  to  do  with  the 
improvement  of  morality. 

Perhaps  even  more  original  contributions  of  Christianity  to  civ- 
ilization lay  in  its  social  teachings.  The  belief  in  the  fatherhood 
Social  of  God  implied  a  corresponding  belief  in  the  brother- 

teachings,  hood  of  man.  This  doctrine  of  the  equality  of  men 
had  found  a  place  in  Stoic  philosophy,^  but  Christianity  translated 
the  precept  into  practice.  In  this  way  it  helped  to  improve  the 
condition  of  slaves,  and,  by  favoring  emancipation,  even  tended  to 
decrease  skvery.  Characteristic  also  of  early  Christianity  was  its 
emphasis  on  charity  and  its  support  of  all  institutions  which  aimed 
to  relieve  the  lot  of  the  poor,  the  sick,  and  the  downtrodden. 

While  the  Germans  were  assailing  the  empire  from  without, 
Christianity,  from  within,  was  working  to  undermine  classical  so- 
ciety.   The  Christians  set  up  a  divine  law,  the  law  of 
Christianity 
as  an  under-  Christ,  which  was  independent  of  the  law  of  Rome, 

mining  influ-  and  even  superior  to  it.  When  Theodosius,  angered 
at  an  uprising  in  a  Macedonian  city,  ordered  the  in- 
habitants to  be  massacred,  the  bishop  of  Milan  charged  him  boldly 
with  the  crime,  and  refused  to  allow  a  man  defiled  with  so  many 
murders  to  enter  the  house  of  God.  Theodosius  confessed  his 
sin  and  for  eight  months  did  public  penance,  standing  by  the 
door  of  the  church.  Such  an  episode  showed  that  a  new  moral 
force  had  entered  the  world.  The  Christian  Church  claimed  to 
exert  an  authority  before  which  even  Roman  emperors  must  bow 
the  knee. 

1  See  page  487. 
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At  the  close  of  the  fourth  century,  the  German  tribes  living 

nearest  the  frontiers  had  heard  the  message  of  the 

ChristUnity 
Gospel  and  had  become  converts  to  the  new  faith,   ^ndthe 

The  very  fact  that  both  Romans  and  barbarians  were  German 

Christians  tended  to  lessen  the  terrors  of  the  invasions 

and  to  bring  about  a  peaceful  fusion  of  the  conquerors  and  the 

conquered. 

Studies 

I.  Summarize  the  New  Testament  narrative  (^Acfy,  xxvii-xxviii)  of  Paul's 
voyage  to  Rome,  and  indicate  on  the  map  the  various  places  visited  by  the 
Apostle  during  this  voyage.  2.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  words, 
"Gospel,"  "Apostle,"  "Messiah,"  "Gentiles,"  "patriarch,"  "archbishop"? 

3.  What  is  the  date  of  the  Council  of  Nicea  ?    of  the   Edict  of  Milan  ? 

4.  Give  reasons  for  the  decline  of  Greek  and  Roman  paganism.  5.  Why 
should  Mithraism  have  proved  "  the  most  formidable  foe  which  Christianity 
had  to  overcome  "  ?  6.  Were  any  of  the  ancient  religions  missionary  faiths  ? 
7.  When  and  where  was  Jesus  born  ?  Who  was  king  of  Judea  at  the  time  ? 
Were  the  Jews  independent  of  Rome  during  the  lifetime  of  Jesus  ?  8.  Lo- 
cate on  the  map  the  three  divisions  of  Palestine  at  the  time  of  Christ.  9.  Lo- 
cate on  the  map  Bethlehem,  Nazareth,  Samaria,  and  some  of  the  other  places 
connected  with  the  life  of  Jesus.  10.  To  what  cities  of  Asia  Minor  did  Paul 
write  his  epistles,  or  letters  ?  To  what  other  cities  in  the  Roman  Empire  ? 
II.  What  is  the  original  meaning  of  the  words  "presbyter,"  "bishop," 
"  deacon  "  ?  12.  What  is  meant  by  calling  the  church  an  episcopal  organi- 
zation ?  13.  In  what  divisions  of  the  Christian  Church  is  the  episcopal 
organization  still  retained?  14.  Locate  the  five  great  patriarchates. 
15.  How  can  you  explain  the  persecution  of  the  Christians  by  an  emperor 
so  great  and  good  as  Marcus  Aurelius?  16.  What  is  the  meaning  of  the 
word  martyr?  17.  "The  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  church." 
Explain.  18.  Describe  the  Labarum  (illustration,  page  531).  19.  What 
reasons  suggest  themselves  as  helping  to  explain  the  conversion  of  the  civilized 
world  to  Christianity  ? 
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200.    The  Germans 

The  Germans  were  an  Indo-European  people,  as  were  their 
neighbors,  the  Celts  of  Gaul  and  Britain.  They  had  lived,  for 
Home  of  the  niany  centuries,  in  the  wild  lands  of  central  Europe 
Germans.  north  of  the  Alps  and  beyond  the  Danube  and  the 
Rhine.^  At  this  period,  their  tribes  were  to  be  found  almost  con- 
tinuously from  the  North  Sea  to  the  Black  Sea. 

We  have  already  learned  that  the  home  land  of  the  Germans 

Physical  ^^^  ^°^  *  ^^^  pleasant  place  in  which  to  dwell.' 
features  of  Dense  forests  or  endless  marshes  covered  the  ground. 
Germany.  r^y^^  atmosphere  was  heavy  and  humid;  in  summer 
clouds  and  mists  brooded  over  the  country ;  and  in  winter  it  was 

1  See  the  map,  page  443.  ^  See  pages  117-118. 
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covered  with  snow  and  ice.  The  inhabitants  were  shut  out  from 
the  warm  and  fertile  Mediterranean  coast  by  mountain  barriers 
and  wide,  deep  rivers.  In  such  a  region  everything  was  opposed 
to  civilization.  Hence  the  Germans,  though  a  gifted  race,  had 
not  advanced  as  rapidly  as  the  Greek  and  Italian  peoples. 

Our  earliest  notice  of  the  Germans  is  found  in  the  famous 
Commentaries  by  Julius  Caesar,  who  twice  invaded  their  country. 
About  a  century  and  a  half  later,  the  Roman  historian. 

Til*  Pftr. 

Tacitus,*  wrote  a  little  book,  called  Germany ^  which  nuuis  de- 
gives  an  account  of  the  people  as  they  were  before  scribed  by 
coming  under  the  influence  of  Rome  and  Christianity.  *  o™*»s- 
Tacitus  describes  the  Germans  as  barbarians  with  many  of  the 
usual  marks  of  barbarism.  He  speaks  of  their  giant  size,  their 
fierce  blue  eyes,  and  their  blonde  or  ruddy  hair.  These  physical 
traits  made  them  seem  especially  terrible  to  the  smaller  and 
darker  Romans.  He  mentions  their  love  of  warfare,  the  fury  of 
their  onset  in  battle,  the  contempt  which  they  had  for  wounds  and 
for  death  itself.  When  not  fighting,  they  passed  much  of  their 
time  in  the  chase,  and  still  more  time  in  idleness,  giving  them- 
selves up  to  sleep  and  gluttonous  feasts.  They  were  deep  drinkers, 
too,  and  so  passionately  fond  of  gambling  that,  when  a  man's  wealth 
was  gone,  he  would  even  stake  his  liberty  on  a  single  game.  In 
some  of  these  respects  the  Germans  resembled  our  own  Indian 
tribes. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Germans  had  certain  attractive  quali- 
ties not  always  found  even  among  civilized  peoples.  They  were 
hospitable  to  the  stranger,  they  respected  their  sworn  Oerman 
word,  they  loved  liberty  and  hated  restraint.  Their  morals, 
chiefs,  we  are  told,  ruled  rather  by  persuasion  than  by  authority. 
Above  all,  the  Germans  had  a  pure  family  life.  "  Almost  alone 
among  barbarians,"  writes  Tacitus,  "they  are  content  with  one 
wife.  No  one  in  Germany  laughs  at  vice,  nor  is  it  the  fashion 
to  corrupt  and  be  corrupted.     Good  habits  are  here  more  effectual 

1  See  page  462, 
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than  good  laws  elsewhere."  *    The  Germ3.ns,  then,  were  strong  and 
brave,  hardy,  chaste,  and  free. 

The  Germans,  during  the  three  centuries  between  the  time  of 
Tacitus  and  the  beginning  of  the  invasions,  took  some  forward 
Later  pro2-  Steps  in  civilization.  They  were  learning  to  live  in 
1688  of  the  towns  instead  of  in  rude  villages,  to  read  and  write, 
Oermane.  ^^  make  better  weapons  and  clothes,  to  use  money, 
and  to  enjoy  many  Roman  luxuries,  such  as  wine,  spices,  and 
ornaments.  They  were  likewise  uniting  in  great  confederations 
of  tribes,  ruled  by  kings  who  were  able  to  lead  them  in  migrations 
to  other  lands. 

During  this  same  period,  also,  the  Germans  increased  rapidly 

in  numbers.     The  pressure  of  population  made  it  harder  and 

harder  for  them  to  live  by  hunting  and  fishing,  or  by 
Reasons  for 
theGer-         ^uch   rude  agriculture  as  their  country  allowed.     So 

manic  mi-       they  began  moving  southward,  in  order  to  find  new 

gra  ons.        homes  among  the  fertile  and  well-cultivated  territories 

of  the  Romans.     It  was  this  land-hunger,  even  more  than  the 

love  of  fighting  or  the  desire  for  booty  and   adventure,   which 

thrust  the  Germans  with  resistless  might  upon  the  Roman  frontiers. 

201.    Rome  and  the  Germans 

The  Germanic  inroads  were  neither  sudden,  nor  unexpected, 
nor  new.  Since  the  days  of  Marius  and  of  Julius  Caesar,  not  a 
Orowine  century  had  passed  without  witnessing  some  dangerous 
weakness  movement  of  the  northern  barbarians.  Until  the  close 
of  Rome.  ^^  ^j^^  fourth  century,  Rome  had  always  held  their 
swarming  hordes  at  bay.  Nor  were  the  invasions  which  at  length 
destroyed  the  empire  much  more  formidable  than  those  which 
had  been  repulsed  many  times  before.  Rome  fell  because  she 
could  no  longer  resist  with  her  earlier  might.  If  the  barbarians 
were  not  growing  stronger,  the  Romans  themselves  were  steadily 

1  Tacitus,  Germany ^  19. 
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growing  weaker.  The  form  of  the  empire  was  still  the  same,  but 
it  had  lost  its  vigor  and  its  vitality.^ 

As  one  method  of  dealing  with  the  barbarians,  the  Romans 
began  to  enroll  them  in  the  legions.  The  Germans  themselves 
were  often  eager  to  be  taken  into  the  imperial  service.  Barbarians 
It  mattered  little  to  them  if  they  were  employed  to  intbdRa- 
fight  against  their  own  brothers.  We  meet  German  "*"  armies, 
legionaries  from  the  earliest  days  of  the  empire.  They  were  found 
in  the  bodyguard  of  Augustus.  Marcus  Aurelius  enlisted  them  for 
his  wars  on  the  Danube.'  After  the  time  of  Constantine,  the  levies 
from  beyond  the  frontiers  formed  the  majority  of  the  troops.    The 

^FUThORCGW         HNIWiQPAS        TRCMLN^OO 

Runic  Alphabet 

soldiers  spoke  German  and  fought  in  the  German  style.  Julian's 
army  was  so  largely  made  up  of  these  foreigners  that,  when  they 
proclaimed  him  emperor,  they  raised  him  on  their  shields,  after 
the  good  old  fashion  of  their  race.  Even  the  imperial  commanders 
were  often  Germans  or  of  German  descent.  Some  of  them  rose 
to  the  highest  positions  in  the  state. 

As  another  means  of  strengthening  the  empire,  its  rulers  allowed 
many  peaceful  settlements  of  the  Germans  within  the  boundaries. 
Augustus  began  this  dangerous  practice  by  transport-  Barbarians 
ing  thousands  of  conquered  Germans  to  the  Roman  ••  colonists, 
side  of  the  Rhine.  Later  emperors  admitted  many  friendly  tribes 
to  fill  up  the  gaps  in  population  and  to  farm  the  waste  lands. 
These  free-born  Germans  made  restless  subjects  of  the  despotic 
Roman  emperors.  They  would  be  more  likely  to  welcome  than 
resist  their  invading  kinsmen,  when  at  last  the  barriers  on  the 
Danube  and  the  Rhine  should  be  swept  away. 

Crowds  of  Germans  also  entered  Roman  territory  as  slaves. 
Some  of  them  were  employed  in  domestic  service.     A  Roman 

1  See  pages  506-508.  a  See  page  459. 
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writer  toward  the  close  of  the  fourth  century  remarked  that  every 
wealthy  household  was  full  of  Germans,  employed  as  stewards, 
Bartwrians  hutlers,  bakers,  and  personal  attendants.  By  far  the 
as  Roman  greater  number,  however,  worked  on  farms  throughout 
•Uvea.  j^jy  ^^^  ^jj^  provinces.    The  barbarians  were  now 

plowing  and  sowing  for  Roman  masters. 

It  appears,  then,  that  after  five  centuries  of  fighting,  Rome  had 
not  rid  herself  of  the  Germans.  All  this  time  they  had  been 
Eve  of  the  gradually  finding  their  way  within  her  borders  as  slaves, 
migrationa.  colonists,  or  hired  soldiers.  Now  the  hour  was  at  hand 
when  they  were  to  come  suddenly,  in  armed  multitudes  which  no 
man  could  number,  and  which  even  the  might  of  Rome  could  not 
withstand. 

202.    Breaking  of  the  Danube  Barrier 

North  of  the  Danube  lived,  near  the  close  of  the  fourth  cen- 
tury, a  German  people  called  Visigoths,  or  West  Goths. 
The  Goths. 

Their  kmsmen,  the  Ostrogoths  —  East  Goths  —  held 

the  land  north  of  the  Black  Sea  between  the  Danube  and  the  Don. 
These  two  nations  had  been  among  the  most  dangerous  ene- 
mies of  Rome.  In  the  third  century  they  made  so  many  expe- 
The  Goths  ditions  against  the  eastern  territories  of  the  empire 
and  Rome,  that  Aurelian  at  last  surrendered  to  the  Visigoths  the 
great  province  of  Dacia.*  The  barbarians  now  came  in  contact 
with  Roman  civilization  and  began  to  lead  more  settled  lives. 
Some  of  them  even  accepted  Christianity  from  Bishop  Ulfilas,  who 
translated  the  Bible  into  the  Gothic  tongue.' 

1  See  pages  494-495. 

8  A  manuscript  of  this  translation  forms  one  of  Hhe  treasures  of  the  library  of  the 
University  of  Upsala,  Sweden.  It  is  beautifully  written  in  letters  of  gold  and  silver 
on  parchment  of  a  rich  purple  dye.  In  making  his  version,  Ulfilas,  who  was  him- 
self a  converted  Visigoth,  generally  indicated  the  Gothic  sounds  by  means  of  the 
Greek  alphabet.  He  added,  however,  a  few  signs  taken  from  tlie  Runic  alphabet, 
with  which  the  German  peoples  were  familiar.  The  word  "  rune  "  comes  fiom  a 
Gothic  word  meaning  a  secret  thing,  a  mystery.  To  tlie  primitive  Germans  it 
seemed  a  mysterious  thing  that  letters  should  be  used  to  express  thought. 
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The  peaceful  fusion  of  Goth  and  Roman  might  have  gone  on 

indefinitely  but  for  the  sudden  appearance   in  Europe  of  the 

Huns.    They  were  a  wild,  savage  people  from  central  xhe  coming 

Asia.     Entering  Europe  north  of  the  Caspian  Sea,  the  ^  ^«  Huns. 

Huns  quickly  subdued  the  Ostrogoths  and  forced  them  to  unite 

in   an   attack    upon    their 

Wfi^ir- 


German  kinsmen.  Then 
the  entire  nation  of  Visi- 
goths crowded  the  banks 
of  the  Danube  and  begged 
the  Roman  authorities  to 
allow  them  to  cross  that 
river  and  place  its  broad 
waters  between  them  and 
their  terrible  foes.  Under 
the  shadow  of  the  Roman 
eagles  they  hoped  to  find 
protection. 

In  an  evil  hour  for  Rome 
their  prayer  was  granted. 

Day  and  night 

The  Visi- 
the  Visigoths  goth«  cross 

poured  across  the  Danube, 
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some  on  board  ships  and 
rafts,  others  in  canoes  made  of  the  hollowed  trunks  of  trees.  At 
length  two  hundred  thousand  Gothic  warriors,  with  their  wives  and 
children,  stood  on  Roman  soil. 

The  settlement  of  such  a  host  of  barbarians  within  the  fron- 
tier of  the  empire  was  in  itself  a  dangerous  thing.     The  danger 
was  increased  by  the  ill  treatment  which  the  immi-  guttle  of 
grants  received.      The  Roman  officials  robbed  them  AdrUnopie, 
of  their   treasures,  withheld   the   promised   supplies  ^^-^^ 
of  food,  and  even  tried  to  murder  their  leaders  at  a  banquet. 
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Finally,  the  Germans  broke  out  into  open  revolt.  The  emperor 
Valens  misjudged  their  strength,  and  rashly  gave  them  battle  near 
Adrianople  in  Thrace.  The  once  invincible  legions,  parched  with 
thirst  and  worn  out  by  hard  marching,  fell  an  easy  prey  to  their 
foes.  The  cavalry  fled,  the  infantry  was  cut  to  pieces,  and  the 
emperor  himself  perished.  "  Except  for  the  battle  of  Cannae," 
wrote  a  historian  of  the  fourth  century,  "  no  more  destructive  a 
conflict  is  recorded  in  our  annals ;  though,  even  in  the  times  of 
their  prosperity,  the  Romans  have  more  than  once  had  to  deplore 
the  uncertainty  of  war."  ^ 

The  defeat  at  Adrianople  is  considered  one  of  the  few  really 
decisive  battles  in  the  world's  history.  It  showed  the  barbarians 
Resttlta  of  that  they  could  face  the  Romans  in  open  flght  and 
the  battle,  beat  them.  And  it  broke,  once  for  all,  the  Danube 
barrier.  Swarms  of  flghting  men,  Ostrogoths  as  well  as  Visigoths, 
overran  the  provinces  south  of  the  Danube.  The  great  ruler, 
Theodosius,'  saved  the  empire  for  a  time  by  granting  lands  to  the 
Germans,  and  by  enrolling  them  in  the  army  under  the  high- 
sounding  title  of ''allies."  Until  his  death,  the  Goths  regained 
quiet  —  but  it  was  only  the  lull  before  the  storm. 

Theodosius, "  the  friend  of  the  Goths,"  died  in  395  a.d.,  leaving 
the  defense  of  the  now  divided  empire  to  his  weakling  sons, 
Alaric  the  Arcadius  and  Honorius.  In  the  very  same  year  the 
Yiaigoth.  Visigoths  raised  one  of  their  young  nobles,  named 
Alaric,  upon  a  shield,  and  with  joyful  shouts  acclaimed  him  as 
their  king.  The  new  leader  despised  the  service  of  Rome.  His 
people,  he  thought,  should  be  masters,  not  servants.  Alaric  de- 
termined to  lead  them  into  the  very  heart  of  the  empire,  where 
they  might  find  fertile  lands  and  settle  once  for  all, 

Alaric  at  first  fixed  his  attention  on  Constantinople.  Realizing 
how  hopeless  would  be  the  siege  of  that  great  city,  he  turned 
toward  the  west  and  descended  upon  Greece.  The  Germans 
marched  unopposed  through  Thermopylae,  and  devastated  central 

1  Animianus  Marcellinus,  xxxi,  13.  *  See  page  504. 
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Greece,  as  the  Persians  had  done  nearly  nine  centuries  before. 

Athens  they  spared,  and  the  Gothic  leader  was  entertained  as  a 

guest  in  Athena's  own  city.    Then  the  barbarians  en- 

Invasion  of 
tered  the  Peloponnesus,  but  were  soon  driven  out  by  oreece  by 

Stilicho,  a  German  chieftain  who  had  risen  to  the  com-  Aiaric,  395 

mand  of  the  army  of  Honorius.    The  strange  spectacle 

thus  presents  itself  of  the  empire  attacked  by  one  barbarian  and 

defended  by  another. 

Aiaric  gave  up  Greece  only  to  invade  Italy.  Before  long  the 
Goths  crossed  the  Julian  Alps  and  entered  the  rich  but  defense- 
less valley  of  the  Po.  To  meet  the  crisis  the  legions  Aiaric  in 
were  hastily  called  in,  even  from  the  distant  frontiers.  l^^Y' 
Stilicho  formed  them  into  a  powerful  army,  beat  back  the  enemy, 
and  captured  the  Visigothic  camp,  filled  with  the  spoil  of  Greek 
cities.  In  the  eyes  of  the  Romans,  this  Vandal  general  seemed 
a  second  Marius  who  had  arisen  in  their  hour  of  peril  to  save 
Italy  from  the  Germans.^  A  splendid  triumph  was  celebrated  in 
Stilicho's  honor —  the  last  triumph  that  the  city  of  Rome  ever  saw. 

Aiaric  and  his  Goths  had  been  repulsed;  they  had  not  been 
destroyed.  Beyond  the  Alps  they  were  regaining  their  shattered 
strength  and  biding  their  time.  Their  opportunity  xheVisi- 
came  soon  enough,  when  Honorius  caused  Stilicho  goths  before 
to  be  put  to  death  on  a  charge  of  plotting  to  seize  ***™®- 
the  throne.  The  accusation  may  have  been  true,  but  in  killing 
Stilicho,  the  emperor  had  cut  off  his  right  hand  with  his  left. 
Now  that  Stilicho  was  out  of  the  way,  Aiaric  no  longer  feared  to 
descend  again  on  Italy.  The  Goths  swept  rapidly  southward  past 
Ravenna,  where  the  wretched  Honorius  had  shut  himself  up  in 
terror,  and  made  straight  for  Rome.  In  410  a.d.,  just  eight  hun- 
dred years  after  the  sack  of  the  city  by  the  Gauls,*  Rome  found 
the  Germans  within  her  gates. 

The  city,  for  three  days  and  nights,  was  given  up  to  pillage. 
Aiaric,  who  was  a  Christian,  ordered  his  followers  to  respect  the 

1  See  page  404.  >  See  page  340. 
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churches  and   their  property,  and   to   refrain   from  bloodshed. 

What  the  Germans  wanted  was  movable  plunder.    This  they 

found  in  costly  furniture,  vessels  of  silver  and  gold. 
Sack  of 
Rome  by  the  ^"^  silken  robes,  which  they  stripped  from  the  homes 

Visigoths,  of  the  nobles  and  from  the  palaces  of  the  Csesars. 
410  .  .  Though  the  city  did  not  greatly  suffer,  the  moral 
effect  of  the  disaster  was  immense.  Rome  the  eternal,  the  un- 
conquerable, she  who  had  taken  captive  all  the  world,  was  now 
herself  a  captive.  The  pagans  saw  in  this  calamity  the  vengeance 
of  the  ancient  deities  who  had  been  dishonored  and  driven  from 
their  shrines.  The  Christians  believed  that  God.  had  sent  a  judg- 
ment on  the  Romans  to  punish  them  for  their  sins.  In  either 
case  the  spell  of  Rome  was  forever  broken. 

From  Rome  Alaric  led  his  hosts,  laden  with  plunder,  into  south- 
em  Italy.  Perhaps  he  intended  to  cross  the  Mediterranean  and 
Death  of  bring  Africa  under  his  rule.  The  plan  was  never  car- 
Aiaric,  ried  out,  for  the  youthful  chieftain  died  suddenly,  a 

410  AJ>.  victim  to  the  Italian  fever.  According  to  a  famous 
story,  the  Visigoths  compelled  their  Roman  prisoners  to  turn  aside 
the  course  of  a  river  and  build  a  tomb  in  its  dry  bed.  There  at 
dead  of  night  they  placed  the  body  of  Alaric,  seated  on  his  horse 
and  surrounded  by  the  trophies  of  his  conquests.  When  the  task 
was  done,  they  let  the  water  flow  back  and  killed  the  workmen,  that 
the  secret  of  their  hero's  grave  might  forever  remain  unknown.^ 

Alaric  has  been  called  the  Moses  of  the  Visigoths.  He  guided 
them  on  their  wanderings  till  they  came  in  sight  of  the  promised 
land  which  he  was  not  himself  to  enter.  After  Ala- 
theVisi-  "^'^  death,  the  barbarians  made  their  way  north- 
goths,  415-  ward  through  Italy  and  settled  in  southern  Gaul  and 
'^^^  Spain.     In  these  lands  they  founded  an  independ- 

ent Visigothic  kingdom,  the  first  to  be  created  on  Roman  soil. 

1  This  tale  has  been  doubted  by  some  scholars  because  the  first  reference  to  it 
is  in  a  Gothic  history  by  Jordancs,  written  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  after 
the  death  of  Alaric.    But  in  itself  the  story  is  not  at  all  incredible. 
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The  possessions  of  the  Visigoths  in  Gaul  were  seized  by  their 
neighbors,  the  Franks^  in  less  than  a  century;   but  the  Gothic 
kingdom  in  Spain  had  three  hundred  years  of  pros-   p^^^^t,^_ 
perous  life.^     The   barbarian  rulers   sought  to  pre-  tionofthe 
serve  the  institutions  of  Rome  and   to   respect  the  ^^^^&^^^* 
rights  of  their  Roman    subjects.     Conquerors    and    conquered 
gradually  blended  into  one  people,  out  of  whom  have  grown  the 
Spaniards  of  modern  times. 

203.    Breaking  of  the  Rhine  Barrier 

After  the  departure  of  the  Visigoths,  Rome  and  Italy  remained 

undisturbed  for  nearly  forty  years.    The  western  provinces  were 

not  so  fortunate.    At  the  time  of  Alaric's  first  attack 

The  Oer- 
on  Italy  the  legions  along  the  Rhine  had  been  with-  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

drawn  to  meet  him,  leaving  the  frontier  unguarded,   the  Rhine, 
In  406  A.D.,  four  years  before  Alaric's  sack  of  Rome,  ^°^ 
a  vast  company  of  Germans  crossed  the  Rhine  and  swept  almost 
unopposed  through  Gaul.     Some  of  these  peoples  carved  out  king- 
doms for  themselves  from  the  ruins  of  the  empire. 
.    The  Burgundians  settled  on  the  upper  Rhine  and  in  the  fertile 

valley  of  the   Rhone,   in  southeastern  Gaul.     After 

Kingdom  of 
less  than  a  century  of  independence,  they  were  con-  ^^  Burgun- 

quered  by  the  Franks.     Their  name,  however,  sur-  dian».443- 

vives  in  modem  Burgundy.  ^^ 

The  Vandals  settled  first  in  Spain.     The  territory  now  called 

Andalusia  still  preserves  the  memory  of  these  barbarians.     After 

the  Visigothic  invasion  of  Spain,  the  Vandals  passed 

over  to  north  Africa.     Its  productive  fields,  so  rich  in  uagdom  in 

grain,  were  as  tempting  to  them  as  to  Alaric  and  his  north  Africa, 

hosts.      The  Vandals  made   themselves    masters  of  ^^^^"534 

■ 

Carthage  and  soon  conquered  all  the  Roman  province  of  Africa. 
Their  kingdom  here  lasted  about  one  hundred  years. 

^  The  Visigothic  kingdom  in  Spain  was  overthrown  by  the  Mohammedan  Arabs, 
711  AS>. 
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While  the  Visigoths  were  finding  a  home  in  the  districts  north 
and  south  of  the  Pyrenees,  the  Burgiindians  in  the  Rhone  valley. 
The  Franks  *^^  *^®  Vandals  in  Africa,  still  another  Germanic 
in  northern  people  began  to  spread  over  northern  Gaul.  They  were 
^^'  the  Franks,  who  had  long  held  lands  on  both  sides  of 

the  lower  Rhine.  Unlike  the  other  barbarian  peoples,  the  Franks 
were  not  of  a  roving  disposition.  They  contented  themselves  with 
a  gradual  advance  into  Roman  territory.  It  was  not  until  near 
the  close  of  the  fifth  century  that  they  overthrew  the  Roman 
power  in  northern  Gaul  and  began  to  form  the  Frankish  kingdom 
out  of  which  modem  France  has  grown.* 

The  troubled  years  of  the  fifth  century  saw  also  the  beginning 
of  the  Germanic  conquest  of  Britain.  The  withdrawal  of  the 
The  Angles    legions  from  that  island  left  it  defenseless,  for  the 

and  Sazons    Celtic  inhabitants  were  too  weak  or  too  cowardly  to 

in  Britain, 

from  449        defend  themselves.     Bands  of  savage  Picts  from  what 

^^'  is  now  Scotland  swarmed  over  Hadrian's  Wall,  attack- 

ing the  Britons  in  the  rear.  From  Ireland  came  the  no  less  savage 
Scots.  The  eastern  coasts,  at  the  same  time,  were  constantly  ex- 
posed to  raids  by  Saxon  pirates.  "The  barbarians,"  groaned 
the  wretched  people,  "  drive  us  to  the  sea ;  the  sea  drives  us 
back  to  the  barbarians ;  thus  two  modes  of  death  assail  us  —  we 
are  either  slain  or  drowned.'**  The  Britons,  in  their  extremity, 
adopted  the  old  Roman  practice  of  getting  the  Germans  to  fight 
for  them.  Bands  of  Jutes  were  invited  over  from  Denmark  in 
449  A.D.  The  Jutes  forced  back  the  Picts,  and  then  settled  down 
on  the  island  as  conquerors.  Fresh  swarms  of  invaders  followed 
them,  chiefly  wild  Angles  and  Saxons  from  the  region  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Elbe.  The  invaders  subdued  nearly  all  that  part  of 
Britain  that  Rome  had  previously  conquered.  In  this  way  the 
Angles  and  Saxons  became  ancestors  of  the  English  people,  and 
Engleland  became  England.' 

1  See  page  554.  2  Gildas,  D^  excidio  Bri/annitg,  ao. 

8  The  invasion  of  Britain  by  the  Anglo-Saxons  was  followed  by  the  migration 
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By  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century,  the  larger  part  of  the  Roman 
Empire  in  the  West  had  come  under  barbarian  control.  ^^  situa- 
The  Germans  ruled  in  Africa,  Spain,   Britain,  and  tioiiin45x 
parts  of  Gaul.     But  now  their  rising  kingdoms,  as 
well  as  the  crumbling  empire  itself,  were  threatened  by  a  common 
foe  —  the  terrible  Huns. 

204.    Inroads  of  the  Hims 

We  know  very  little  about  the  Huns  except  that  they  were  not 

related  to  the  Germans  or  to  any  other  European  people.     Some 

scholars  believe  them  to  have  belonged  to  the  Mon- 

The  Huns, 
golian  race.     The  Huns,  to  the  excited  imagination  of 

Roman  writers,  were  a  race  of  demons,  rather  than  men.     Their 

olive  skins,  little,  tumed-up  noses,  and  black,  beady  eyes  must  have 

given  them  a  very  frightful  appearance.    They  spent  most  of  their 

time  on  horseback,  sweeping  over  the  country  like  a  whirlwind,  and 

leaving  destruction  and  death  in  their  wake. 

The  Huns  did  not  become  dangerous  to  Rome  for  more  than 
half  a  century  after  their  first  appearance  in  Europe.*  During 
this  time  they  moved  into  the  Danube  region  and  set-  Attiia  the 
tied  in  the  lands  now  known  as  Austria  and  Hungary.  Hun. 
At  last  the  Huns  found  a  national  leader  in  Attiia,  "  a  man  bom 
into  the  world  to  agitate  the  nations,  the  fear  of  all  lands,"  *  one 
whose  boast  it  was  that  the  grass  never  grew  again  where  his 
horse's  hoofs  had  trod.  He  quickly  built  up  a  great  military  power 
obeyed  by  many  barbarous  nations  from  the  Caspian  to  the  Rhine. 

Attiia,  from  his  capital  on  the  Danube,  could  threaten  both  the 
East  and  the  West.     The  emperors  at  Constantinople  invaeion  of 
bought  him  off  with  lavish  gifts,  and  so  the  robber- ruler  Gaul  by 
turned  to  the  western  provinces  for  his  prey.     In  45 1   ^**"** 
A.D.;  he  led  his  motley  host,  said  to  number  half  a  million  men, 

across  the  Channel  of  large  numbers  of  the  defeated  islanders.    The  district  where 
they  settled  is  called  after  them,  Brittany. 

1  See  page  539.  8  jordanes,  De  rebus  Getkis,  35. 
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across  the  Rhine.  Many  a  noble  municipality  with  its  still 
active  Roman  life  was  visited  by  the  Huns  with  fire  and  sword. 
Parisy^  it  is  worthy  of  note,  escaped  destruction.  That  now  famous 
city  was  then  only  a  little  village  on  an  island  in  the  Seine. 

In  this  hour  of  danger,  Romans  and  Germans  gave  up  quarrel- 
ing and  united  against  the  common  foe.  Visigoths  under  their 
Battle  of  native  king  hastened  from  Spain;  Burgundians  and 
ChAions,  Franks  joined  their  ranks ;  to  these  forces  a  German 
45Z  AJ).  general,  named  Aetius,  added  the  last  Roman  army  in 
the  West.  Opposed  to  them  Attila  had  his  Huns,  the  conquered 
Ostrogoths,  and  many  other  barbarian  peoples.  The  battle  of 
Ch&lons  has  well  been  called  a  struggle  of  the  nations.  It  was 
one  of  the  fiercest  conflicts  recorded  in  history.  Legend  de- 
clares that  a  brook  running  through  the  battle  field  was  swelled  to 
a  torrent  by  the  blood  of  fallen  men.  Even  the  dead,  it  was  said, 
rose  from  the  ground  in  the  night  and  continued  the  struggle  with 
their  ghostly  swords.  On  both  sides  thousands  perished,  but  so 
many  more  of  Attila's  men  fell  that  he  dared  not  risk  a  fresh  en- 
counter on  the  following  day.  He  drew  his  shattered  forces 
together  and  retreated  beyond  the  Rhine. 

Europe  once  more  had  beaten  back  the  hordes  of  Asia.  Had 
CtaAionsa  Attila  won,  Roman  civilization,  which  the  Germans 
deciaive  were  now  about  to  take  over  and  absorb,  might  have 
^^^'  perished  utterly.     Such  is  the  importance  of  the  bat- 

tle of  Chalons. 

In  spite  of  this  setback,  Attila  did  not  abandon  his  hope  of 
conquest  The  next  year  he  led  his  still  formidable  army  over 
Attila  in-  ^^^  Julian  Alps,  and  burned  or  plundered  many  towns 
yades  Italy,  of  northern  Italy.  A  few  trembling  fugitives  sought 
^^  shelter  on  the  islands  at  the  head  of  the  Adriatic. 

Out  of  their  rude  huts  grew  up  in  the  Middle  Ages  splendid  and 
famous  Venice,  a  city  that  in  later  centuries  was  to  help  defend 
Europe  against  those  kinsmen  of  the  Huns,  the  Turks. 

1  Known  to  the  Romans  as  Lutetia  Parisiorum,  the  capital  of  the  ParisiL 
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During  all  this  time  terror  reigned  at  Rome.  There  seemed  no 
possibility  of  preventing  another  sack  of  the  capital  by  one  more 
dreadful  than  Alaric.  The  Senate  sent  a  consul  and  Attiia'B 
the  venerable  bishop  of  Rome,  Leo  the  Great,  to  plead  "treat, 
humbly  with  Attila  for  peace.  Strange  to  say,  the  grim  monarch 
listened  to  their  prayer.  We  shall  never  know  the  reason  for  this 
sudden  change  of  front.  The  story  ran  that  the  apostles  Peter 
and  Paul  appeared  to  Attila  and  by  their  threats  frightened  him 
into  leaving  Italian  soil.  But  perhaps  it  was  the  saintly  presence 
of  Leo  which  induced  Attila  to  sheathe  the  sword  when  Rome 
lay  almost  within  his  grasp. 

The  fiery  Hun  did  not  long  survive  this  Italian  expedition. 
Within  a  year  he  was  dead,  dying  suddenly,  it  was  said,  in  a 
drunken  sleep.     The  great  confederacy  which  he  had  d^^^^  ^^ 
formed  broke  up  at  once  after  his  death.    The  Ger-  Attila, 
man  subjects  gained  their  freedom,  and  the  Huns  ^S3AI>- 
themselves  either  withdrew  to  their  Scythian  wilds  or  mingled 
with  the  peoples  they  had  conquered.     Europe  breathed  again ; 
the  nightmare  was  over. 

205.    End  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  West,  476  A.D. 

Rome  escaped  a  visitation  by  the  Huns  only  to  fall  a  victim, 
three  years  later,  to  the  Vandals.  After  the  capture  of  Carthage,^ 
these  barbarians  made  that  city  the  seat  of  a  pirate  vandal 
empire.  Putting  out  in  their  long,  light  vessels,  they  piratee. 
swept  the  seas  and  raided  many  a  populous  city  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean coast.  "  Whither  shall  we  sail  ?  "  a  Vandal  pilot  is  said  to 
have  asked  his  chief  at  the  outset  of  an  expedition.  ''To  the 
dwellings  of  men  with  whom  God  is  angry,"  was  the  answer.*  So 
terrible  were  their  inroads  that  the  word  "  vandalism  "  has  come 
to  mean  the  aimless  and  wanton  destruction  of  property. 

In  455  A.D.  the  ships  of  the  Vandals,  led  by  their  king,  Gaiseric, 
appeared  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tiber.    The  Romans  could  offer  no 

1  See  page  543.  3  Procopius,  Z?<  dflio  Vandalico^  i,  5. 
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resistance.    Only  the  noble  bishop  Leo  went  out  with  his  clergy  to 

meet  the  invader  and  intercede  for  the  city.    Gaiseric  promised 

to  spare  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants  and  not  to  de- 
Sack  of 
Rome  by  the  ^^^7  ^^^  public  buildings.     These  were  the  best  terms 

Vandals,  he  would  grant  The  Vandals  spent  fourteen  days 
^  '  stripping  Rome  of  her  wealth.  Pagan  temples  and 
Christian  churches  suffered  alike.  The  greedy  barbarians  even 
carried  off  the  gilded  roof  of  the  Capitol,  thinking  it  to  be  gold. 
Among  other  famous  relics,  they  stole  the  seven-branched  candle- 
stick and  the  table  of  the  shewbread  which  Titus  had  brought 
from  Jerusalem.  Besides  shiploads  of  booty,  the  Vandals  took 
away  thousands  of  Romans  as  slaves,  including  the  widow  and  two 
daughters  of  an  emperor.  Just  six  centuries  before,  Scipio,  stand- 
ing on  the  smoking  ruins  of  Carthage,  had  looked  forward  with 
foreboding  to  the  downfall  of  his  own  city.*  Now  a  barbarian 
leader,  whose  capital  was  a  new  Carthage,  had  stepped  into  the 
place  of  Hannibal,  and  had  plundered  Rome  of  her  proudest 
possessions. 

After  the  Vandal  sack  of  Rome,  the  imperial  throne  became 
the  mere  plaything  of  the  army  and  its  leaders.     A  German  com- 
mander, named  Ricimer,  set  up  and  deposed  four  pup- 
Tlie  Roinaii 

Smpire  in  P^^  emperors  within  five  years.  He  was,  in  fact,  the 
the  West,  real  ruler  of  Italy  at  this  time.  After  his  death, 
455-470  •  Orestes,  another  German  general,  went  a  step  beyond 
Ricimer's  policy,  and  placed  his  own  son  on  the  seat  of  the  Cae- 
sars. By  a  curious  coincidence,  this  lad  bore  the  name  of  Romu- 
lus, legendary  founder  of  Rome,  and  the  nickname  of  Augustulus 
("the  little  Augustus").  The  boy  emperor  reigned  less  than  a 
year.  The  German  troops  clamored  for  a  third  of  the  lands  of 
Italy,  and  when  their  demand  was  refused,  they  proclaimed  Odo- 
acer  king.  The  poor  little  emperor,  Romulus  Augustulus,  was 
packed  off  to  a  villa  near  Naples,  where  he  disappears  fiom 
history. 

1  See  page  376. 
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There  was  now  no  emperor  in  the  West.    To  the  men  of  that 
time  it  seemed  that  East  and  West  had  been  once  more  joined 
under  a  single  ruler,  as  in  the  days  of  Constanttne  and  ^^  ^j^^^^^ 
Theodosius.    The  emperors  at  Constantinople,  indeed,  tion  in 
never  gave  up  their  claims  to  be  regarded  as  the  47<^^-*^* 
rightful  sovereigns  in  Italy  and  Rome.     Nevertheless,  as  an  actual 
fact,  Roman  dominion  throughout  the  West  had  now  come  to  an 
end.     Odoacer,  the  head  of  the  Germans  in  Italy,  ruled  a  king- 
dom as  independent  as  that  of  the  Vandals  in  Africa,  or  that  of 
the  Visigoths  in  Spain   and   Gaul.    The  date  476  a.d.  marks, 
therefore,  the  final  break-up  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  West  by 
the  Germanic  barbarians.^ 

206.    The  Ostrogoths;  Theodoric  the  Great,  476-526  A.D. 

We  are  not  to  suppose  that  the  settlement  of  Germanic  nations 
in  southern  and  western  Europe  came  to  an  end  with  the  down- 
fall of  Romulus  Augustulus,  near  the  close  of  the  fifth  xransition 
century.    The  sixth  and  seventh  centuries  witnessed  to  the  Mid- 
fresh  invasions  and  the  formation  of  new  barbarian  ^^    ^*'' 
kingdoms.    To  follow  in  detail  the  story  of  these  troubled  times 
would  lead  us  from  the  classical  world  to  the  world  of  medieval 
Europe,  from  the  history  of  antiquity  to  the  history  of  the  Middle 
Ages.     Nevertheless,  we  may  well  try  to  understand  how,  during 
this  period,  Rome  continued  to  influence  the  invaders,  and  how 
her  provinces  became  the  foundations  of  Germanic  states,  in  which 
much  of  ancient  civilization  survived. 

Odoacer  and  his  soldiers  did  not  enjoy  a  long  rule  over  Italy. 
During  the  last  year  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  West,  the  Ostro- 
goths '  found  a  new  chieftain  in  the  great  Theodoric,  j^^  o«tro- 
of  all  the  Germanic  leaders  the  one  who  was  to  show  goths  under 
the  most  kingly  qualities.  The  Ostrogoths,  for  a  time,  ^^•^®"^' 
were  hired  by  the  government  at  Constantinople  to  defend  the 
lower  Danube,  but  they  proved  to  be  expensive  and  dangerous 

1  See  the  map,  page  554.  2  See  page  538. 
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allies.  It  must  have  been  a  great  relief  to  the  Roman  emperor 
when  Theodoric  offered  the  services  of  his  people  in  driving  out 
the  other  barbarians  from  Italy.  "  If  I  fail/'  Theodoric  said  to 
the  emperor,  "  you  will  be  relieved  of  a  troublesome  friend ;  if  I 
succeed,  I  shall  govern  Italy  in  your  name  and  to  your  glory."  * 

Theodoric  led  the  entire  nation  of  Ostrogoths,  women  and 
children  as  well  as  warriors,  across  the  Alps,  and  came  down  to 
The  Ostro-  ™cet  Odoacer  in  battle.  When  the  fighting  was  over 
gothsin  and  Odoacer  had  surrendered,  Theodoric  slew  him 
Italy.  ^-^1^  j^ig  Q^jj  hand  during  a  banquet  which  celebrated 

the  victory.    This  son  of  a  forest  chieftain  had  not  yet  lost  all  his 

barbarism* 

Though  Theodoric   had  gained   the   throne  by  violence  and 

treachery,  he  soon  showed  himself  a  broad-minded  statesman.     He 

had  lived  as  a  youth  in  the  imperial  court  at  Con- 
Theodoric, 
^^gQ{  stantinople,   where  he  became  well  acquainted  with 

Italy.  493-  Roman  ideas  of  law  and  order.  The  civilization  of 
^^^  Rome  impressed  him ;  and  he  wished  not  to  destroy 

but  to  preserve  it.  Theodoric  ruled  in  Italy  for  thirty-three 
years  —  years  of  such  quiet  and  prosperity  that  his  Roman  sub- 
jects could  only  regret  that  the  Goths  had  not  come  in  earlier. 

The  enlightened  policy  of  Theodoric  was  exhibited  in  many 
ways.  He  governed  the  two  nations,  Goths  and  Romans,  as  if 
Policy  of  *^^y  yvert  one  people.  He  kept  all  the  old  offices, 
Theodoric  and  by  preference  appointed  to  them  men  of  Roman 
in  Italy.  birth.  His  Italian  subjects  were  allowed  to  live  under 
their  own  laws  and  to  enjoy  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  the 
Germans.  Though  Theodoric  himself  was  a  rude  soldier  who 
could  neither  read  nor  write,  he  patronized  literature  and  gave 
high  positions  to  Latin  writers.  During  his  reign  the  cities  were 
restored,  roads  and  aqueducts  repaired,  and  many  beautiful  build- 
ings raised  at  Ravenna,  the  Ostrogothic  capital. 

The  influence  of  Theodoric  reached  far  beyond  the  boundaries 

1  Jordanes,  De  rtbus  G^ticis,  57, 
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of  Italy.  He  allied  himself  with  most  of  the  German  rulers  of  the 
West.  His  second  wife  was  a  Prankish  princess,  his  sister  was 
the  wife  of  a  Vandal  chicfUin,  one  daughter  married  xneodorie's 
a  Icing  of  the  Visigoths,  another  wedded  a  Burguodian  faraiga 
king.  By  such  alliances  Thcodoric  brought  about  P*'*!'- 
friendly  relations  between  the  warring  races  of  the  empire.  It 
seemed,  in  fact,  as  if  the  West  might  again  be  united  under  a 


F  Theodoric  at  Ravenna 


single  ruler ;  as  if  the  Ostrogoths  might  be  the  German  people  to 
carry  on  the  civilizing  work  of  Rome.  But  no  such  good  fortune 
was  in  store  for  Europe. 

207.    The  Age  of  Justinian,  537-565  A.D. 
In  the  year  after  Theodoric's   death  a  really  great  emperor, 
Justinian,  came  to  the  throne  at  Constantinople.     He  holds  a 
distinguished  place  in  Roman  history.     In  the  general 
darkness  and  disorder  now  settling  over  Europe   the 
genius  of  Justinian  revived,  for  a  time,  the  waning  glories  of  the 
empire. 
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It  was  the  ambition  of  Justinian  to  reunite  the  Roman  world  by 
conquering  the  German  kingdoms  which  had  been  formed  out  of 
Conqoett  of  *^®  Mediterranean  provinces.  His  able  commander, 
Africa,  533-  Belisarius,  destroyed  the  Vandal  power  in  Africa  in 
5^  •  one  short  campaign.  The  Vandals  had  now  declined 
in  warlike  strength,  and  their  Roman  subjects  welcomed  the 
army  of  the  East  as  a  deliverer  from  oppression. 

The  Ostrogoths  in  Sicily  and  Italy  made  a  more  stubborn  de- 
fense.    Rome  suffered  severely  in  the  struggles.     The   city  was 

again  sacked  by  a  Gothic  king  and  was  left  for  forty 
Conquest  of 
Sicily  and      ^^V^  uninhabited.^    At  last,  however,   the   Germans 

Italy,  535-  were  so  completely  defeated  that  they  agreed  to  leave 
^    *  Italy  with  all  their  possessions.     The  feeble  remnant 

of  the  Ostrogothic  race  filed  sadly  through  the  passes  of  the  Alps, 
and  mingling  with  the  barbarian  tribes  became  lost  to  history. 

The  overthrow  of  the  Ostrogothic  kingdom  proved  to  be  a  dis- 
aster for  Italy.  Soon  after  Justinian's  death  the  country  was 
Lomhards  in  ^8^^^  overrun,  this  time  by  the  Lombards,  a  more 
Italy,  568-  barbarous  people  than  the  Goths.  The  invaders  first 
774  AJ).  seized  the  lands  north  of  the  Po,  a  region  which  has 
ever  since  been  called  Lombardy,  after  them.  They  later  came 
to  rule  over  the  greater  part  of  the  peninsula.  The  Lombard 
power  lasted  for  about  two  centuries  until  it  was  overthrown  by 
the  Franks- 

The  ambition  of  Justinian  was  not  confined  to  conquest  He 
aimed  to  restore  the  prosperity  as  well  as  the  provinces  of  the 
Civiiizine  empire.  His  reign  was  remarkable  for  its  public  works, 
work  of  The  most  noteworthy  of  these  is  the  Church  of  St. 

Justinian.  Sophia,'  under  whose  glorious  dome  Mohammedans 
now  gather  for  worship.  Commerce  and  agriculture  flourished 
under  the  great  emperor.  It  was  at  this  time  that  two  Christian 
missionaries  brought  from  distant  China  the  eggs  of  the  silkworm, 

1  These  forty  days  are  the  only  break  in  Rome's  twenty-six  centuries  of  historic 
life.  2  See  pages  502-503. 
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and  introduced  into  Europe  the  culture  of  the  mulberry  tree  and 
the  manufacture  of  silk.  At  this  time,  too,  learned  lawyers  em- 
ployed by  Justinian  compiled  the  Corpus  Juris  Civilis^  the  Body 
of  Civil  Law,  which  forms  Rome's  most  precious  gift  lo  our  mod- 
cm  world.  Such  achievements  entitle  Justinian  to  a  lasting  place 
among  the  heroes  of  the  nations. 


p  St.  Sophia,  Const anti nop lr 


The  Eastern  Empire,  for  nearly  nine  centuries  after  Justinian, 

preserved  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  ancient  Rome.     During  the 

Middle  Ages  the  countries  of  the  eastern   Mediter- 

,  Tbe  Eaatem 

ranean  continued  to  be  bound  together  by  the  com-  -^tafitt  in 

mon  government  at  Constantinople.     Here  the  Greek  the  Kiddia 

language  was  still  spoken,  and  works  of  Greek  litera-     ^'*' 

ture  were  still  produced.'     Hellenic  culture  was  thus  kept  alive  in 

the  world,  until  the  nations  of  western   Europe  were  ready  to 

receive  it  and  to  profit  by  it.    The  history  of  medieval  civilization 

'  See  page  474.  '  See  page  ago. 
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is,  in  large  measure^  the  history  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the 
East. 
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208.    The  Franks ;  Cloyis  to  Charlemagne,  486-768  A.D. 

The  Franks,  of  all  the  Germanic  invaders  of  western  Europe, 
alone  were  able  to  establish  a  lasting  kingdom.  We  have  already 
Conqoests  ^^^  them  in  their  home  on  the  lower  Rhine,  from 
of  Ciovis,  which  they  pushed  gradually  into  Roman  territory.  In 
486-siz  AJ).  ^gg  ^  jj^  j^g^  ^^^  years  after  the  downfall  of  Romulus 

Augustulus,  the  Franks  went  forth  to  conquer  under  their  chieftain 
Clovis.  He  defeated  the  Roman  governor  of  Gaul  in  a  pitched 
battle  near  Soissons,  and  thus  extended  the  Frankish  dominions  to 
the  river  Loire,  which  formed  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Visi- 
gothic  kingdom.  Clovis  now  turned  against  his  German  neighbors^ 
the  Visigoths  of  Gaul  and  the  Burgundians.  The  former  were 
completely  subdued ;  the  latter  were  forced  to  pay  tribute.  The 
Franks  in  this  way  came  to  control  the  greater  part  of  ancient 
Gaul.     They  ruled  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Pyrenees. 

Clovis  reigned  in  western  Europe  as  an  independent  king,  but 
he  recognized  a  sort  of  allegiance  to  the  emperor  at  Constantinople 
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by  accepting  the  title  of  "consul."    The  Roman  inhabitants  of 
Gaul  were  not  oppressed ;  their  cities  were  preserved ;  their  lan- 
guage and  laws  remained  untouched.     Clovis  did  not  Roimuiiju. 
hesitate  to  appoint  Romans  to  important  places  in  tionofthe 
the  government  and  in  the  army,  just  as  the  Romans  ''"""• 
had  long  been  accustomed  to  employ  the  Germans.     This  Prank- 
ish king  may  be  compared  with  his  great  contemporary,  Theodoric 
the   Ostrogoth,  in  his  efforts  to  pose  as  an  heir  of  the  Roman 
Empire  and  a  guardian  of  Latin  culture. 

The  Franks,  like  the  Anglo-Saxons,  were  still  a  heathen  people 
when  they  entered  the  empire.     Clovis,  however,  had  married  a 
Burgundian  princess,  Clotilda,  who  was  a  devout  Roman 
Catholic.     Once  when  hard  pressed  by  his  enemies  in  ixation  of 
a  battle  near  Strassburg,  Clovis  vowed  that  he  would  the  Pranks, 
become  a  Christian  if  the  God  of  Clotilda  gave  him  ^ 
victory.     The  battle  turned  in  favor  of  the  Franks,  and  Clovis, 
faithful  to   his  vow,  had  himself  and  three  thousand   warriors 
baptized  into  the  Roman  Catholic  &ith.     By  this  act  the  king 
secured  the  loyalty  of  his  Christian  subjects,  and  won  the  favor  of 
the  Church  of  Rome. 

The  power  which  Clovis  founded  stood  the  test  of  time.  For 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  the  successors  of  Clovis 
were  the  strongest  rulers  in  western  and  central  Europe,  smjceesors 
During  the  eighth  century  they  performed  a  priceless  of  Cioyis, 
service  for  civilization  by  beating  back  the  Mohamme-  S'l-TW  AJ). 
dan  Arabs  who,  having  seized  Spain  from  the  Visigoths,  invaded 
Gaul  and  threatened  to  make  that  country  also  a  Mohammedan 
land.  The  barbarian  Franks  all  this  time  were  coming  more  and 
more  under  the  influence  of  the  two  great  civilizing  forces  then  in 
the  world  —  Rome  and  Christianity.  At  last  we  reach  a  Frankish 
king  whose  life  work  it  was  to  bring  all  the  Germanic  peoples  into 
one  mighty  Christian  empire  in  which  the  old  distinctions  of  Roman 
and  German  were  forgotten.     This  king  was  Charlemagne.* 

1 "  Charles  the  Great,"  from  the  Latin  Carolus  Magnus, 
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209.   Charlemagne  and  the  Reyiyal  of  the  Roman  Empire 

in  the  West,  768-814  A.D. 

Charlemagne  reigned  over  the  Franks  for  forty-six  years,  and 
during  these  years  he  set  his  stamp  on  all  later  European  history. 
Charle-  '^^  character  and  personality  of  this  great  German 

magne  the  are  familiar  to  us  from  a  brief  biography  written  by  his 
""'"  secretary,  Einhard,  in  imitation  of  the  life  of  Augustus 

by  Suetonius.^  Charlemagne,  we  learn,  was  a  tall,  square-shoul- 
dered, strongly-built  man,  with  bright,  keen  eyes,  and  an  ex- 
pression at  once  cheerful  and  dignified.  Riding,  hunting,  and 
swimming  formed  his  favorite  sports.  He  was  simple  in  his  tastes, 
and  very  temperate  in  both  food  and  drink.  Except  when  in 
Rome,  he  always  wore  the  old  Frankish  costume,  with  high  laced 
boots,  a  linen  tunic,  blue  cloak,  and  sword  girt  at  his  side.  He 
was  a  clear,  fluent  speaker,  used  Latin  as  readily  as  his  native 
tongue,  and  understood  Greek  when  it  was  spoken.     "  He  also 

1  Sec  page  438. 
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tried  to  leam  to  write,  and  often  kept  his  tablets  and  writing  book 
under  the  pillow  of  his  couch,  that  when  he  had  leisure  he  might 
practice  his  hand  in  forming  letters ;  but  he  made  little  progress 
in  this  task,  too  long  deferred  and  begun  too  late  in  life," '  For 
the  times,  however,  Charlemagne  was  an  educated  man  —  no  mere 
barbarian. 

Himself  a  German,  Charlemagne  was  filled  with  the  spirit  of 
Rome.  He  realized,  even  belter  than  Theodoric,*  that  Germanism 
stood  for  idolatry  ci,„i^ 
and  barbarism ;  Ro-  nugns'a  civ- 
monism  for  Chris-  "'•'"Bw^*- 
tianity  and  civilization.  He 
made,  therefore,  a  noble  effort 
to  revive  classical  culture  in  the 
West  from  the  low  state  into 
which  it  had  fallen  during  the 
Germanic  invasions.  He 
founded  many  schools  to  pro- 
vide not  only  the  priests,  but 
also  the  common  people,  with 
an  education.  Learned  men 
were  called  from  Italy  to  the 
royal  court  to  study  and  edit 
the    books    of   Latin   authors. 

Churches,  palaces,   and  public  Charlemagne 

works  were  built  to  adorn  and  Lmnn  mukuoi,  Rom* 

benefit  his  kingdom.  In  all 
this  civilizing  work  the  Prankish 
king   was   partially   successful. 

Western  Europe  after  Charlemagne  never  fell  back  into  quite  the 
same  ignorance,  superstition,  and  disorder,  as  before  his  reign. 

Charlemagne's  long  life,  almost  to  its  close,  was  filled  with  war- 


Einhard,  I'ita  CarffS,  a$.    Writing  was  al  this  pei 


except  for  priests. 


<  See  page  550. 


complishment, 
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fare.  He  conquered  the  Lombards  ^  in  Italy  and  brought  their 
kingdom  to  an  end.  He  wrested  northern  Spain  as  far  as  the  Ebro 
River  from  the  Mohammedans,  who  had  spread  over  the  peninsula. 
His  long  wars  in  Germany  resulted  in  the  annexation  of  Saxony  and 
Charle-  Bavaria  to  the  Prankish  territory.    The  dominions  of 

magne's  Charlemagne  thus  included  what  is  now  France,  Bel- 
conquests,  gium,  Holland,  western  Germany,  and  northern  Italy, 
besides  a  part  of  Spain  and  Austria.  In  this  truly  gigantic  realm 
all  the  surviving  Germanic  peoples,  except  those  in  Denmark, 
Scandinavia,  and  Britain,  were  brought  under  the  sway  of  one  man. 
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Charlemagne,  the  champion  of  Christendom,  the  most  con- 
spicuous ruler  in  Europe,  seemed  to  the  men  of  his  age  the  right- 
Charie-  ful  successor  of  the  ancient  Roman  emperors.     He 

magne,  Bm-    j^^^^j  ^j^^^j.  power,  and  now  he  was  to  have  their  name. 

peror  of 

the  Romans,  On  Christmas  day,  800  A.D.,  the  Pope,  in  St.  Peter's 

800  AJ).  Church  at  Rome,  placed  on  his  head  a  golden  crown, 
while  all  the  populace  cried  aloud,  "  Long  life  and  victory  to 
Charles  Aug^ustus,  the  great  and  pacific  Emperor  of  the  Romans, 

1  See  page  552. 
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crowned  by  God  ! "  *  This  act  was  regarded  as  the  restoration 
of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  West.  Little  more  than  three 
centuries  after  Romulus  Augustulus,  a  man  of  barbarian  race,  ruling 
over  a  people  partly  German  and  partly  Roman,  sat  on  the  throne 
of  the  Caesars. 

210.    German  Influence  on  Society 

Civilization  suffered  a  great  shock  when  the  barbarians  de- 
scended on  the  empire  and  from  its  provinces  carved  out  their 

kingdoms.     These  conquering  Germans  were   rude 

Oenaral 
in  manners,  very  ignorant,  and  with  little  taste   for  ^f^^^  ^f  ^^^ 

anything  except  fighting  and  bodily  enjoyments,  barbarian 
They  were  unlike  the  Romans  in  dress  and  habits  of 
life.  They  lived  under  different  laws,  spoke  different  languages, 
obeyed  different  rulers.  Naturally,  their  coming  into  the  empire 
brought  about  a  long  period  of  disorder  and  confusion,  during 
which  the  new  race  slowly  raised  itself  to  a  level  of  culture  some- 
what approaching  that  which  Greeks  and  Romans  had  reached. 

It  is  remarkable,  indeed,  that  the  Germans  did  not  do  more 
damage   to  classical  civilization.     One  reason  is  found  in  their 
small  numbers.     The  Visigothic  band  was  the  largest,  n^^i^yg  ^ 
but  it  must  have  been  much  reduced  in  size  by  the  the  Oer- 
time  of  the  final  settlement  in  Gaul  and  Spain.    The  ™*^* 
Burgundians    reckoned    only    eighty    thousand    warriors.      The 
Vandals   had   an  army  of  not  more   than  twenty-five  thousand 
fighting  men.     The  weakness  of  the  empire  in  the  fifth  century  is 
seen  in  the  fact  that  it  was  overrun  by  barbarians  far  inferior  in 
numbers  to  those  which  Rome  had  repulsed  many  times  before. 

The  Germans,  then,  settled  among  a  subject  popu- 

Growins; 
lation  much  more  numerous  than  their  own.    Though  fagjon  of 

barbarous,  they  had  the  capacity  to  learn,  and  the  Germans 

willingness  to  learn  from  those  whom  they  conquered.  **     o"nan». 

1  Carolo  Augusto^  a  Dto  coronato^  magno  et  pacifico  Romanorum  Itnperatori^ 
•vita  et  victoria  / 
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During  the  early  Middle  Ages  we  can  watch  the  gradual  union  of 
the  two  races,  the  Romans  borrowing  Irom  the  Germans,  but  the 
latter,  most  of  all,  from  the  Romans.  This  fusion  was  greatly 
helped,  as  we  have  seen,  ^  by  the  fact  that  some  of  the  principal 
peoples,  Visigoths,  Burgundians,  and  Vandals,  were  already  Chris- 
tians when  they  entered  the  empire.  Other  peoples,  such  as 
the  Franks  and  the  Anglo-Saxons,  were  afterwards  converted  to 
Christianity.  It  was  helped,  too,  by  the  previous  existence  in  the 
empire  of  so  many  Germans  as  colonists,  soldiers,  and  slaves. 
Especially  was  it  helped  by  the  reverence  which  the  barbarians 
had  for  Roman  civilization,  displayed  in  the  massive  roads  and 
aqueducts,  and  in  the  numerous  cities  filled  with  palaces  and  monu- 
ments. They  were  awed,  like  children,  by  the  pomp  and  ceremony 
of  the  imperial  court.  The  exclamation  of  a  Gothic  chieftain^ 
when  he  visited  Constantinople,  may  stand  for  the  feelings  of  a 
whole  nation  :  "  Without  doubt  the  emperor  is  a  god  on  earth, 
and  he  who  attacks  him  is  guilty  of  his  own  blood  ! "  * 

In  closing  our  survey  of  the  Germanic  invasions,  we  need  to 
emphasize  the  forces  that  made  for  progress  rather  than  those  that 
Progressive  niade  for  decline.  It  is  true  that  for  several  centuries, 
forces.  roughly  from  the  time  of  Justinian  to  that  of  Charle- 

magne, the  western  half  of  the  Roman  world  relapsed  into  igno- 
rance, superstition,  and  even  barbarism.  But  classical  civilization, 
we  have  already  found  reason  to  believe, '  had  begun  to  decay  long 
before  the  Germans  broke  up  the  empire.  The  Germans  came, 
as  Christianity  had  come,  only  to  hasten  the  process  of  decay. 
Each  of  these  influences  in  turn  worked  to  build  up  the  fabric  of 
a  new  society  on  the  ruins  of  the  old.  First  Christianity  infused 
the  pagan  world  with  its  quickening  spirit  and  gave  a  new  religion 
to  mankind.  Later  followed  the  Germans,  who  accepted  Christi- 
anity, who  adopted  much  of  Grseco-Roman  culture,  and  then 
contributed  their  fresh  blood  and  youthful  minds,  and  their  own 
vigorous,  progressive  life. 

1  See  page  533.  *  Jordanes,  De  reius  Geticis,  28.  «  See  page  506. 
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Studies 

I.  On  an  outline  map  indicate  the  extent  of  Germany  in  the  time  of 
Tacitus.  2.  Make  a  list  of  all  the  Germanic  nations  mentioned  in  this 
chapter,  and  give  a  short  account  of  each.  3.  Write  a  brief  summary  (5cx> 
words)  of  the  barbarian  invasions  of  Italy  from  390  B.C  to  395  A.D.  4.  Give 
dates  for  the  following:  battle  of  Chftlons;  sack  of  Rome  by  Alaric;  battle  of 
Adrianople;  end  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  West;  crowning  of  Charlemagne 
as  **  Emperor  of  the  Romans."  5.  What  resemblances  existed  between  the 
culture  of  the  Germans  and  that  of  the  early  Greeks?  6.  Why  did 
the  Germans  progress  more  slowly  in  civilization  than  the  Greeks  and  the 
Romans  ?  7.  Comment  on  this  statement :  "  The  Germans  had  stolen  their 
way  into  the  very  citadel  of  the  empire  long  before  its  distant  outworks  were 
stormed."  8.  Why  is  modern  civilization,  unlike  that  of  antiquity,  in  little 
danger  from  barbarians  ?  9.  Why  has  the  battle  of  Adrianople  been  called 
"  the  Cannae  of  the  fourth  century  "  ?  10.  Why  has  Alaric  been  styled 
"  the  Moses  of  the  Visigoths  "  ?  11.  What  is  the  origin  of  the  geographical 
names  Andalusia,  Burgundy,  England,  Lombardy,  France  ?  12.  Why  was 
Attila  called  the  "scourge  of  God  "  ?  13.  Can  you  suggest  a  reason  why 
some  historians  do  not  regard  Chdlons  as  one  of  the  world's  decisive  battles  ? 
14.  Compare,  as  to  results,  the  Vandal  sack  of  Rome  with  that  by  the 
Visigoths.  15.  How  did  Theodoric  seek  to  preserve  Roman  civilization  in 
Italy?  16.  What  is  the  importance  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  East  during 
the  Middle  Ages  ?  17.  Compare  the  conversion  of  Qovis  with  that  of  Con- 
stantine.       18.   Why  was  Charlemagne  called  "  Emperor  of  the  Romans  "  ? 
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211.    The  Classical  City 

If  we  wish  to  understand  the  history  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans, 
it  will  not  be  enough  to  study  their  political  development  and  the 
Introdttc-  biographies  of  their  great  statesmen  and  warriors.  We 
tory.  must  also  know  something  of  ancient  religion,  literature, 

and  art.  Especially  do  we  need  to  learn  about  the  private  life  of 
the  classical  peoples  —  their  manners,  customs,  occupations,  and 
sports.    This  life  centered  in  the  city. 

A  Greek  or  a  Roman  city  usually  grew  up  about  a  hill  of  refuge 

{acropoiisy  capitoliuni)^  to  which  the  people  of  the  surrounding 
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district  could  flee  in  time  of  danger.^    This  mount  would  be 

crowned  with  a  fortress  and  the  temples  of  the  gods.     Not  far 

away  was  the  market  place  (agora,  forum\  where  the  origin  of 

people  gathered  to  conduct  their  business  and  to  enjoy  ^^  «ty» 

social  intercourse.    About  the  citadel  and  market  place  were 

grouped  the  narrow  streets  and  low  houses  of  the  town.    Thus  an 

ancient  city  was  closely  built  up  and  lacked  the  miles  of  suburbs 

that  belong  to  a  modem  metropolis.     One  could  easily  walk  round 

its  outer  walls  in  the  course  of  an  afternoon. 

The  largest  and  most  beautiful  buildings  in  an  ancient  city 

were  always  the  temples,  colonnades,  and  other  public  structures. 

The  houses  of  private  individuals,  for  the  most  part, 

Ocnorftl  ftp- 
had  few  pretensions  to  beauty.  They  were  insignificant  pearance  of 

in  appearance,  often  built  with  only  one  story,  and  an  ancient 

covered  with  a  flat  roof.     From  a  distance,  however,  ^  ^' 

their  whitewashed  walls  and  red-tiled  roofs,  shining  brightly  under 

the  warm  sun,  must  have  made  an  attractive  picture. 

To  the  free-bom  inhabitant  of  Athens  or  of  Rome  his  city  was 

at  once  his  country  and  his  church,  his  club  and  his  home.     He 

shared  in  its  government ;  he  took  part  in  the  stately  i,\f^  ]^  the 

ceremonies  that  honored  its  patron  god ;  in  the  city  city* 

he  could  indulge  his  taste  for  talking  and  for  politics;  here  he  found 

both  safety  and  society.     No  wonder  that  an  Athenian  or  a  Roman 

learned,  from  early  childhood,  to  love  his  city  with  an  almost 

passionate  devotion. 

212.     Childhood  and  Early  Training 

The  coming  of  a  child,  to  parents  in  antiquity,  as  to  parents 
now,  was  usually  a  very  happy  event.     Especially  welcome  was  the 
birth  of  a  son.     The  father  felt  assured  that  through  importance 
the  boy  his  old  age  would  be  cared  for,  and  that  the  of  male 
family  name  and  the  worship  of  the  family  ancestors  ^"*^*"- 
would  be  kept  up  after  his  own  death.    "  Male  children,"  said  an 

1  See  page  165. 
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ancient  poet,  "  are  the  pillars  of  the  house."  ^  The  city,  as  weO, 
had  an  mterest  in  the  matter,  for  a  male  child  meant  another 
citizen  able  to  take  the  father's  place  in  the  army  and  the  public 
assembly.  To  have  no  children  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest 
calamities  that  could  befall  a  Greek  or  a  Roman. 

The  ancient  attitude  toward  children  was  in  one  respect  very 
unlike  our  own.    Pagan  antiquity  was  disfigured  by  a  terrible  prac- 
tice —  in£3inticide.^    The  law  allowed  a  father  to  do 
Infanticido. 

whatever  he  pleased  with  a  new-bom  infant.     If  he 

was  very  poor,  or  if  his  child  was  deformed,  or  if  he  had  any  other 
reason  for  not  choosing  to  rear  it,  he  could  expose  the  infant. 
The  child  was  abandoned  in  some  desert  spot  where  it  soon  died^ 
or  it  was  placed  secretly  in  a  temple  with  the  hope  that  possibly 
some  kind-hearted  person  might  take  pity  on  it.  The  child,  if 
rescued,  became  the  slave  of  its  adopter.  This  custom  of  ex- 
posure, an  inheritance  from  prehistoric  savagery,  tended  to  grow 
less  common  with  advancing  culture.  Though  permitted  by  the 
Athenians,  it  was  prohibited  at  Thebes.  Roman  law,  from  very 
early  times,  forbade  the  exposure  of  a  son  or  a  first-bom  daughter, 
unless  it  was  deformed  or  very  weakly.  Still,  such  a  fate  often 
happened  to  a  female  child.  The  complete  abolition  of  infanti- 
cide was  due  to  the  spread  of  Christian  teachings  about  the  sacred- 
ness  of  human  life.' 

The  child,  if  not  exposed,  received  a  name  at  a  religious  festival 
held  a  few  days  after  birth.  The  name  day  was  a  very  joyful  oc- 
The  name-  casion  :  relatives  and  friends  brought  little  gifts  ;  the 
day  cele-  father  sacrificed  to  the  family  gods  ;  and  then  all  sat 
bration.  down  to  an  abundant  feast.  By  these  ceremonies  the 
father  formally  acknowledged  the  child  as  his  own,  and  bound 
himself  to  rear  and  educate  it. 

A  Greek  boy  had  generally  but  one  name.  The  favorite  name 
for  the  eldest  son  was  that  of  his  paternal  grandfather.  A  father, 
however,  might  give  him  his  own  name  or  that  of  an  intimate 

I  Euripides,  Iphigenia  in  Tauris,  57.         >  See  pages  170,  317.         «  See  page  S3a. 


Childhood  and  Early  Training  565 

friend.    The  Romans  at  first  seem  to  have  used  only  the  one 
name,  then  two  were  given ;  and  later  we  have  the  familiar  three- 
fold name,  representing  the  individual,  the  clan,  and 
the  family.* 

Among  all  peoples,  whatever  their  stage  of  culture,  the  life  of 
little  children  is  very  much  the  same.  In  the  classical  world 
boys  and  girls,  until  the  age  of  seven,  remained  under  Early  child- 
the  general  oversight  of  their  mother.  Most  house-  ^^^^ 
holds  were  able  to  afford  a  slave  woman  or  a  foreigner  to  shoulder 
the  chief  responsibility  for  the  children.  When  they  were  good, 
she  told  them  stories  from  the  rich  treasury  of  classic  mythology 
and  heroic  legend.  When  they  were  bad,  she  punished  them 
with  a  sandal,  after  the  fashion  of  modem  nurses.  Very  modern, 
also,  appear  some  of  the  nursery  toys  —  the  hoops,  swings,  hobby- 
horses, and  dolls  —  with  which  these  ancient  children  amused  them- 
selves. Many  of  their  games,  such  as  hide-and-seek,  tug-of-war, 
and  blindman's  buff,  resembled  those  still  played  to-day. 

At  about  the  opening  of  the  eighth  year  the  boy  passed  under 
the  care  of  a  slave  {padagogm)^  who  attended  him  everjrwhere  — 
to  and  from  school,  on  the  playground,  and  in  the  Later  child- 
house.  It  was  the  duty  of  this  "  pedagogue  "  to  teach  '*®^' 
the  boy  good  manners,  and  to  prevent  him  from  falling  into  bad 
companionships.  His  sister,  meanwhile,  remained  in  seclusion  at 
home.  As  her  mother's  constant  companion,  she  learned  the 
usual  duties  of  household  management,  but  enjoyed  no  such  ad- 
vantages in  the  way  of  careful  schooling  as  her  brother  would 
henceforth  receive. 

1  In  "  Marcus  Tullius  Cicero,"  "  Marcus,"  the  pnenamen,  corresponds  to  our 
"given"  name;  "Tullius,"  the  nomen,  marks  the  clan,  ot  gens ;  "Cicero,"  the 
cognomen^  indicates  the  feimily.  As  there  were  only  eighteen  praenomens  in 
common  use,  it  follows  that  the  personal  names  of  Romans  present  a  good  deal 
of  uniformity.  Just  as  our  "  given  "  names,  the  praenomen  was  used  in  the  family 
and  by  intimate  friends.  Citizens,  in  ordinary  conversation,  employed  the  cogno- 
men. The  nomen  proper  was  restricted  to  formal  occasions.  In  writing,  the  prae- 
nomen was  usually  abbreviated,  i,  e,  G.  for  Gaius,  Gn.  for  Gnaeus,  L.  for  Lucius, 
M.  for  Marcus,  P.  for  Publius,  Q.  for  Quintus,  T.  for  Titus,  etc. 
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213.  Education  at  Athens 
The  Greeks  cared  little  for  "book  learning"  or  evca  for  man- 
ual training.  They  thought  of  education  as  a  means  to  self-culture 
PorpMe  of  ^nd  worthy  citizenship.  Hence  instruction  during  the 
•dncation.  formative  years  of  childhood  aimed  quite  as  much  to 
develop  the  body  and  the  moral  nature,  as  the  mind. 


An  Athenian  School 

Royal  MuKum,  Berlin 

A  p^lSog  by  Dum  on  a  drinklni-cup,  or  cylii.    Tbe  picluit  U  diTided  by  Ihe  two  huidlei. 

lathe  upper  half,  betEinninf  at  the  left:  ayoulb  playing  (be  double  flule  as  a  leuoa  lo  the 

boy  before  him;  a  teacher  holdipi  a  tablet  and  itylui  andcorrecIiaE  acompoailKn;  a  ilate 

teaching  hii  pupLi  lo  play  Ihe  lyre:  a  leachcr  holding  a  half-opened  roll,  liiiening  to  a  recita- 
tion by  the  (Indent  before  him;  a  beanlcd  padik^gKt-  The  inner  picture,  badly  damaged, 
Itpieienis  a  youth  in  a  baih. 

We  do  not  find  in  ancient  Greece  our  system  of  common  schools. 
Public  opinion,  however,  insisted  that  all  male  citizens  should  be 
educated.     Athens  and  other  Greek  cities  contained  many  private 
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schools  open  to  children  of  all  classes,  on  the  payment  of  moderate 

fees.     No  matter  how  poor  his  parents,  a  Greek  boy  could  gain  at 

least  the  elements  of  knowledge.    This  value  set  upon  priTata 

the  wide  extension  of  education  was  something  hitherto  »«i«>o'»- 

unknovm  in  antiquity.' 

Greek  education  consisted  of  three  main  branches,  known  as 

gymnastics,  music,  and  grammar.       By  gymnastics,   the   Greeks 

meant  the  physical 

train- 

Cynuuatic*. 
ing  m 

the  palestra,  an 
open  stretch  of 
ground  on  the  out- 
skirts of  the  city. 
Here  a  private 
teacher  gave  in- 
struction in  the 
various    athletic 
sports  which  were 
so  popular  at  the 
national  games.  Accord 
All  the  participants    *'"""' 
in  the  exercise  practiced  naked.    They  first  smeared  their  bodies 
with  oil,  and  after  the  contests  cleaned  themselves  with  a  scraper, 
or  sirigil}     The  palestra  usually  lay  near  a  stream,  and  so  the  boys 
added  swimming  and  diving  to  their  other  accomplishments.    This 
daily  exercise  taken  in  the  open  air  developed  fine  athletes.     Per- 
haps no  other  people  have  ever  had  better  bodies  than  the  Greeks. 
Music,  the  second  important  branch  of  education,  was  intended 
to  improve  the  moral  nature  of  young  men  and  to  fit  them  for  pleas- 
ant social  intercourse.     They  learned  to  play  a  stringed 
instrument  called  the  lyre,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
sing  to  their  own  accompaniment.     Side  by  side  with  this  musical 
1  See  pages  iii-iia.  *  See  the  illustration,  page  i6a. 


A  Musical  Contmt 

Nitioniil  MuKum,  AlhCQi 

McnpA  Apollo  lo  ■  combat,  flule  BgaiDil  lyre. 
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training,  the  pupils  read  and  memorized  lyric  poetry.^  The  in- 
struction did  not  aim  to  produce  performers  of  great  ability.  It 
was  enough  if  it  enabled  a  man  to  take  his  part  in  the  music  and 
songs  at  social  gatherings,  as  well  as  to  play  for  his  own  amuse- 
ment.* 

Grammar,  the  third  branch  of  education,  included  instruction 
in  writing  and  the  reading  of  the  national  literature.  The  Greeks 
never  thought  of  making  foreign  languages  a  subject 
of  study.  They  were  content  with  the  thorough 
mastery  of  their  own  tongue.  The  boy  began  by  tracing  his 
letters  with  a  stylus  on  wax-coated  wooden  tablets  which  rested 
on  his  knees.  When  he  had  learned  to  write  and  to  read,  the 
schoolmaster  took  up  with  him  the  works  of  the  epic  poets,  espe- 
cially Homer,  besides  ^sop's  Fables^  and  other  popular  composi- 
tions. The  student  learned  by  heart  much  of  the  poetry,  and  at 
so  early  an  age  that  he  always  remembered  it.  Not  a  few  Athe- 
nians, it  is  said,  could  recite  the  entire  Iliad  and  Odyssey. 

After  the  fifth  century,  to  this  curriculum  were  added  a  little 
arithmetic  and  elementary  drawing,  the  latter  to  aid  in  the  appre- 
Other  tob-  ciation  of  sculpture  and  painting.  Still,  throughout 
Jectsof  its  course,  Greek  education  mainly  consisted  of  the 

^^^y-  three  elements  just  described  :    the  training  of  the 

body ;  the  cultivation  of  the  emotions  by  nmsic  and  singing  \  and 
the  knowledge  of  the  great  classics  of  the  language. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  when  school  days  were  over,  an  Athenian 
reached  his  majority.  He  now  came  under  the  charge  of  a 
Occupatioiis  tutor,  and  received  for  a  year  careful  training  in 
of  manhood,  military  drill.  Another  year  was  spent  in  garrison 
duty  on  the  frontier.  At  the  end  of  this  service  the  youth  re- 
turned to  civil  life.  Unless  he  belonged  to  the  lowest  social  class, 
and  had  therefore  to  follow  a  trade,  he  could  pass  his  early  manhood 

1  See  page  182. 

2  Greek  music,  to  judge  from  the  little  that  has  survived,  seems  to  have  been 
quite  unlike  modem  music.    We  owe  to  the  Greeks,  however,  our  diatonic  scale. 

»  See  page  183. 
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much  as  he  pleased.  There  were  the  daily  sports  of  the  palestra 
and  gymnasium  ;  there  were  horseback  riding,  chariot  driving, 
and  bunting.  If  he  had  more  studious  tastes,  the  young  man 
might  enter  on  the  study  of  rhetoric  and  oratory  under  the  sophists.^ 
A  youth  who  lived  at  Athens  during  the  great  years  of  the  city's 


A  Roman  School  Scene 
Wall  painting,  Herculuwiun 

history  did  not  lack  opportunities  to  secure  a  complete  and  well- 
rounded  culture. 

211.    Roman  Education 
Roman  children  at  first  received  all  their  education  in  the 
home.    As  at  Athens,  this  home  training  aimed  to  establish  good 
habits  rather  than  to  impart  knowledge.    The  father  tim  boma 
took  his  son  into  the  fields  to  learn  the  work  of  a  training. 
&rmer,  and  into  the  Forum  to  learn  the  duties  of  a  citizen. 
Since  every  Roman  was  bred  for  the  soldier's  life,  the  boy  was 
taught  the  use  of  arms,  as  well  as  such  manly  exercises  as  riding 
and  swimming.     This  physical  training,  unlike  that  of  Greeks, 
laid  little  stress  on  securing  beauty  of  form  and  grace  of  move- 
ment.    Its  chief  aim  was  to  make  good  warriors  by  developing 
strength  and  agility.     From  his  father,  also,  a  lad  would  gain 
»  See  page  353. 
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some  knowledge  of  reading,  writingy  and  arithmetic.    Slight  as 

this  education  appears,  it  was  enough  to  nurture  that  fine  Roman 

character  which  we  meet  in  the  best  days  of  the  republic. 

Elementary  schools  existed  at  Rome  from  an  early  date.     As 

they  grew  in  popularity,  their  instruction  more  and  more  took 

the  place  of  the  father's  teachings.    A  boy  began  his 
Instructioii 
in  the  «!©-      school  days  at  about  the  age  of  seven.     He  learned  to 

mentary         read,  to  write  with  a  reed  pen  upon  papyrus,  and  to 

8c  00  8.         cipher  by  means  of  the  reckoning  board,  or  abacus.^ 

He  received  a  little  instruction  in  singing  and  had  to  memorize 

all  sorts  of  proverbs  and  maxims,  besides  the  laws  of  the  Twelve 

Tables.*    His  studying  went  on  under  the  watchful  eyes  of  a 

harsh  schoolmaster  who  did  not  hesitate  to  use  the  rod.    A  Roman 

poet  tells  us  that  if  a  boy  missed  a  single  syllable  in  his  reading,  he 

was  soon  black  and  blue  all  over  —  "  striped  just  like  his  nurse's 

cloak." » 

After  the  First  Punic  War,  when  Rome  began  to  come  into  close 

contact  with  Greece,  the  curriculum  was  enlarged  by  the  study  of 

literature.     The  Romans  were  the  first  people  who 

schools*  tho  i^^de  the  mastery  of  a  foreign  tongue  an  essential 

study  of        part  of  education.     Schools  now  arose  in  which  the 

'*  *'  Greek  language  and  literature  formed  the  chief  sub- 
ject of  instruction.  As  Latin  literature  came  into  being,  its  pro- 
ductions were  also  studied.  Cicero's  orations,  even  during  his 
lifetime,  were  used  as  texts.  After  the  death  of  Horace  and  of 
Vergil  their  poems  took  that  place  as  schoolbooks  which  they 
have  ever  since  retained.  In  these  grammar  schools,  as  we  may 
call  them,  Roman  boys  completed  their  ordinary  education.  By 
this  time  they  would  have  become  of  age  (usually  between  the 
fourteenth  and  seventeenth  years),  and  would  now  be  ready  to 
assume  the  duties  of  citizenship. 

The  rhetoric  schools  lay  outside  the  regular  educational  system. 
They  were  conducted   by  Greek,  and  occasionally  by  Roman, 

^  See  the  illustration,  page  i8.       >  See  page  331.       *  Plautus,  BaccMeUs^  434. 
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teachers.  These  institutions  were  like  our  colleges  in  providing 
an  advanced  course  for  young  men  who  had  already  finished  their 
elementary  studies.  The  instruction  given  in  them  Rhetoric 
had  to  do  chiefly  with  the  art  of  prose  composition  Bchoole, 
and  the  practice  of  public  speaking.  Their  work  grew  to  be  very 
popular  at  Rome,  for  oratory  was  one  of  the  main  avenues  to 
distinction  open  to  a  young  man  of  ability  and  ambition. 

Persons  of  wealth  or  noble  birth  might  continue  the  training 
of  the  rhetoric  schools  by  a  university  course  at  a  Greek  city, 
such  as  Athens,  Alexandria,  or  Rhodes.     Here  the  xravei  and 
Roman  youth  would  listen  to  lectures  on  philosophy  study 
delivered  by  the  deep  thinkers  whom  Greece  still  pro-  *'''®*^" 
duced,  and  would  profit  by  the  treasures  of  art  and  science  pre- 
served in  these  ancient  capitals.     Many  famous  Romans  thus 
passed  several  years  abroad  in  graduate  study.^     During  the  im- 
perial age,  as  we  have  already  seen,'  real  universities  also  arose  in 
the  West,  particularly  in  Gaul  and  Spain,  and  attracted  students 
from  all  parts  of  the  empire. 

216.    Marriage  and  the  Position  of  Women 

A  young  man  in  Athens  or  Rome  did  not,  as  a  rule,  marry 
immediately  on  coming  of  age.  He  might  remain  a  bachelor  for 
several  years,  sometimes  till  he  was  thirty  or  over.  The  Deferring  of 
sports  and  exercises  of  the  gymnasium,  the  frequent  marriage, 
obligation  of  military  service,  or  the  desire  to  travel  and  study 
abroad  were  often  sufficient  to  delay  entrance  upon  the  married 
state. 

Perhaps  an  even  stronger  reason  for  this  unwillingness  to  marry 
was  the  absence  of  the  romantic  element  in  much  of  classical  life. 
In  some  Greek  states,  and  particularly  at  Athens,  seclusion  of 
youths  and  maidens  of  the   upper  classes  had  few  Athenian 
opportunities  for  -becoming  acquainted  with  one  an-  ^ 
other.     An  Athenian  girl  was  closely  guarded  by  her  parents. 

1  See  page  288.  3  See  page  490. 
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If,  on  rare  occasions,  she  went  outside  the  house  to  witness  some 
religious  festival,  to  visit  a  temple,  or  to  attend  a  funeral,  she 
was  always  accompanied  by  an  older  woman  as  a  chaperon.  It 
sometimes  happened  that  an  Athenian  never  saw  his  future  wife 
until  the  wedding  day. 

The  young  man's  father  had  most  to  do  with  the  selection  of 
a  wife.  He  tried  to  secure  for  his  son  some  daughter  of  a  friend 
who  possessed  rank  and  property  equal  to  his  own. 
like  char-  ^^  ^^  found  a  suitable  match,  the  parents  of  the  two 
acterof  parties  entered  into  a  contract  which,  among  other 

"**"  ^*'  things,  usually  stated  how  large  a  dowry  the  bride's 
father  was  to  settle  on  his  daughter.  An  Athenian  marriage 
was  very  little  a  matter  of  romance  and  very  much  a  matter  of 
business.  This  prosaic  system  even  prevailed  at  Rome,  where 
women  enjoyed  more  liberty  than  in  most  Greek  cities.  In  clas- 
sical antiquity  people  married  chiedy  for  practical  reasons:  to 
rear  children,  support  a  household,  and  secure  a  recognized  posi- 
tion in  society. 

The  wedding  customs  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans  presented 
many  likenesses.  Marriage,  among  both  peoples,  was  a  religious 
Wedding  ceremony.  On  the  appointed  day  the  principals  and 
cttstoms.  their  guests,  dressed  in  holiday  attire,  met  at  the 
house  of  the  bride.  In  the  case  of  a  Roman  wedding,  the  aus- 
pices^ were  then  taken,  and  the  words  of  the  nuptial  contract 
were  pronounced  in  the  presence  of  witnesses.  After  a  solemn 
sacrifice  to  the  gods  of  marriage,  the  guests  partook  of  the  wed- 
ding banquet.  When  night  came  on,  the  husband  brought  his 
wife  to  her  new  abode,  escorted  by  a  procession  of  torchbearers, 
musicians,  and  friends,  who  sang  the  happy  wedding  song.  The 
next  day  the  husband  held  a  second  marriage  feast  in  his  house, 
and  the  newly  married  pair  formally  received  their  relatives  and 
acquaintances. 

An  Athenian  wife,  during  her  younger  years,  always  remained 

1  See  page  325. 
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more  or  less  a  prisoner.  She  could  not  go  out  except  by  per- 
mission. She  took  no  part  in  the  banquets  and  entertainments 
which  her  husband  gave.    She  lived  a  fife  of  confine- 

Inforior  con- 
ment  in  that  quarter  of  the  house  assigned  to  the  aitionofan 

women  for  their  special  abode.     An  Athenian  wife,  Athenian 

morever,  had  no  legal  rights.    If  her  husband  ill  treated 

her,  she  found  it  difficult  to  secure  a  separation.     In  case  of  a 

divorce,  the  father  kept  possession  of  the  children.     The  inferior 

position  of  women  in  the  Greek  world  affords  a  marked  contrast 

to  the  general  refinement  of  life  and  manners. 

Married  women  at  Rome  enjoyed  a  position  far  more  honorable 

than  in  Greece.     Although  early  custom  placed  the  wife,  together 

with  her  children,  in  the  power  of  the  husband,^  still 

Higher  posi- 
she  possessed  many  privileges.     She  was  not  shut  up  ^^^^  ^f  ^^ 

at  home,  but  was  permitted  to  mingle  freely  in  so-  Roman 
ciety.     She  was  the  friend  and  confidante  of  her  hus-  "*  ^^' 
band,  as  well  as  his  housekeeper.     During  the  great  days  of 
Roman  history  the  women  showed  themselves  virtuous  and  dig- 
nified, loving  wives  and  excellent  companions. 

216.    Clothing 

There  were  no  great  differences  between  the  dress  of  the  two 
classical  peoples.  Both  wore  the  long,  loosely  flowing  robes  that 
contrast  so  sharply  with  our  tight-fitting  garments.*  Q^jacter  of 
The  mild  Mediterranean  climate  enabled  the  Greeks  classical 
and  the  Romans  to  wear  a  simple,  almost  scanty  cos-  "•**• 
tume.  It  was  a  costume,  morever,  that  did  not  constantly  change 
according  to  the  whims  of  ^hion,  but  remained  almost  the  same 
during  many  centuries. 

Athenian  male  attire  consisted  of  but  two  articles,  the  tunic  and 
the  mantle.  The  tunic  was  an  undergarment  of  wool  or  linen, 
without  sleeves.  When  the  wearer  was  busy  in  an  occupation  that 
required  freedom  of  movement,  the  tunic  was  drawn  up  tightly 

1  See  page  3x7.  3  gee  the  illustrations,  pages  249,  265,  448. 
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about  the  body  and  confined  by  a  girdle.  Over  this  garment  was 
thrown  a  large  woolen  mantle,  so  wrapped  about  the  figure  as  to 
Coatixmeof  ^^^^e  free  only  the  right  shoulder  and  head.  In  the 
an  Athenian  house  a  man  wore  his  tunic  alone ;  out  of  doors  and 
gentleman.  ^^  ^^^  street  he  wore  the  mantle  over  it  However, 
it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  bad  form  to  present  one's  self  in 
public  garbed  only  in  the  mantle.  The  frugal  and  hardy  Socrates, 
we  are  told,  dressed  in  nothing  but  his  cloak,  winter  and  summer. 
Some  Greek  statues  indicate  that  this  was  by  no  means  an  unusual 
practice. 

Very  similar  to  the  two  main  articles  of  Greek  clothing  were 
the  Roman  tunica  and  /oga}  The  latter  was  the  characteristic 
The  Roman  dress  of  a  Roman  gentleman  for  over  a  thousand 
toga.  years.     It  was  a  heavy,  woolen  robe,  white  in  color, 

enveloping  the  whole  figure  and  reaching  to  the  feet.  The  toga 
was  the  public  dress  of  the  citizen.  He  wore  it  in  the  Forum,  on 
the  street,  at  the  games  —  everywhere  that  social  forms  were  ob- 
served. Its  use  was  forbidden  to  slaves  and  strangers.  Roman 
boys  wore  a  toga  with  a  crimson  border  (/oga  prcRtexta).  On 
reaching  their  majority  they  exchanged  this  mark  of  immaturity 
for  the  pure  white  toga  virilism  the  garb  of  a  citizen.  Hence 
Vergil,  in  a  famous  line,  speaks  of  the  Romans  as  **  lords  of  the 
world,  the  race  that  wears  the  toga.*'* 

Hats,  ordinarily,  were  never  worn,  either  by  men  or  women. 
On  a  journey  or  out  in  the  country,  broad-brimmed  hats  were 
Coyerines  ^^^^  ^°  shield  the  head  against  the  sun.  In  rainy 
for  the  head  weather  the  mantle,  pulled  up  over  the  head,  fiir- 
andfeet.  nished  protection.  Coverings  for  the  feet,  at  least 
among  the  Greeks,  were  not  regarded  as  essential  to  a  decent 
appearance  in  public.  Sandals,  merely  flat  soles  of  wood  or 
leather  fastened  by  thongs,  were  usually  worn  indoors,  but  even 
these  were  laid   aside   at  a  dinner  party.     Outside  the   house 

1  The  corresponding  names  of  women's  garments  were  stola  andpa/ia, 
S  JEneid^  i,  282. 
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leather  shoes  of  various  shapes  and  colors  were  in  general  use. 
They  cannot  have  been  very  comfortable,  since  stockings  were 
unknown  in  antiquity. 


House  of  the  Vettii  at  Pompeii  (Restored) 

Notkc  ifae  large  an*  ofUaDknll  both  on  the  front  and  on  Ihg  lide.    Thefmnt  wind 


To  complete  the  picture  of  classical  dress  we  must  imagine  the 
Greek  or  Roman  gentleman  abroad  wearing  a  seal  ring  and  carry- 
ing a  cane.  Until  the  middle  of  the  fourth  century 
B.C.  the  use  of  the  cane  was  obligatory  at  Athens. 
Women  delighted  in  a  profusion  of  ornaments.  Necklaces,  ear- 
rings, bracelets,  chains,  and  other  articles  of  feminine  jewelry  of 
great  cost  and  beauty  show  that  in  ancient  days  the  love  of  per- 
sonal adornment  was  no  less  strong  than  now. 

217.    House  and  Furnltare 

The  ancient  house  lay  close  to  the  street  line.    The  exterior 

was  plain  and  simple  to  an  extreme.     The  owner  was  satisfied  if 

his  mansion  shut  out  the  noise  and  dust  of  the  highway.    He 

built  it,  therefore,  round  one  or  more  open  courts  which  took  the 
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place  of  windows  supplying  light  and  air.  Except  foe  the  door- 
way, the  front  of  the  house  presented  a  bare,  blank  surface,  only 
Eztenui  relieved  by  narrow  slits  or  lattices  on  the  wall  of  the 
■ppeaiucs  upper  Story.  The  street  side  of  the  house  wall  re- 
ceived  a  coating  of  whitewash  or  of  fine  marble 
stucco.  The  roof  of  the  house  was  flat  and  covered  with  clay 
tiles.  This  style  of  domestic  architecture  is  still  common  in  east- 
ern lands. 

In  contrast  with  its  unpretentious  exterior,  a  classical  dwelling 
indoors  had  a  most  attractive  appearance.     We  cannot  exactly 
determine  just  what  were  the  ar- 
rangements   of   a   Greek    interior. 
i  •  '•  '        Iiit«rlM «-     But  the  better  class  of 

a  -  ■  *        lugimant*.    Roman  houses,  such  as 

some  of  those  excavated  at  Pompeii, 
followed  Greek  designs  in  many  re- 
spects. The  Pompeian  lemains, 
therefore,  will  give  some  idea  of  the 
sort  of  residence  occupied  by  a 
well-to-do  citizen  of  Athens  or  Rome. 
The  visitor  at  one  of  these  ancient 
houses  first  entered  a  small  court- 
yard or  vestibule,  from  which  a  narrow  passage  led  to  the  heavy 
oaken  door.  A  dog  was  sometimes  kept  chained  in  this  hallway ; 
in  Pompeii  there  is  a  picture  of  one  worked  in  mosaic 
on  the  floor  with  the  warning  beneath  it,  "  Beware  of 
the  dog"  (^Cave  canem).  Having  made  known  his  presence  by 
using  the  knocker,  the  guest  was  ushered  into  the  reception  room, 
or  atrium.  This  was  a  large  apartment  covered  with  a  roof,  except 
for  a  hole  in  the  center  admitting  light  and  air.  A  marble  basin 
directly  underneath  caught  the  rain  water  which  came  through  the 
opening.  The  atrium  represents  the  single  room  of  the  primitive 
Roman  house  without  windows  or  chimney.* 
1-  See  Ihe  iUustration ,  page  319. 
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A  Roman  gentleman  lavished  on  the  atrium  all  the  splendor  his 
means  would  permit.    A  fine  mosaic  pavement  formed  the  Boor; 
brilliant  paintings  covered  the  walk ;  and  handsome  jt^wtutiiiA 
statues,  ranged  at  the  sides  of  the  room,  made  up  for  of  tbs 
the  absence  of  furniture.     In  the  rear  of  this  apart-  "'^'''"■ 
ment  was  an  alcove   {iablinum),  which  served  as  the  master's 
study.     Recesses  on  each  side  of  the  atrium  contained  the  waxen 
masks  and  marble  busts  of  distinguished  ancestors. 


tei.  Ihc  lailiiKm  with 

A  corridor  from  the  atrium  led  into  the  peristyle,  the  second  of 
the  two  main  sections  of  a  Roman  house.  It  was  a  spacious 
court,  open  to  the  sky  and  inclosed  by  an  unbroken  xhe  perl- 
colonnade  or  portico.  This  delightful  spot,  rather  "tyie- 
than  the  formal  atrium,  served  as  the  center  of  family  life.  About 
it  were  grouped  the  bedchambers,  bathrooms,  dining  rooms, 
kitchen,  and  other  apartnjents  of  a  comfortable  mansion.  Still 
Other  rooms  occupied  the  upper  stories  of  the  dwelling. 

A  Greek  or  Roman  house  was  ill  supplied  with  furniture.     Many 
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of  the  most  common  and  useful  articles  now  in  use  were  then  en- 
tirely unknown.     Couches  or  beds  for  sleeping  and  for  reclining 

at  meals,  chairs,  tables,  and  a  creat  variety  of  lamps 
Pornitore.  >  >  »  =  i  r 

provided  for  most  of  the  daily  needs.  What  furniture 
there  was  had  an  elegance  of  form  which  modern  cabinet  makers 
seek  in  vain  to  rival.     It  was  enough,  and  just  enough,  to  be  in 


PEKlSrVLE  OF  A   FOMPEIAK   HOUSE 

HauK  oTthc  VetlU,  Pompdi 

The  pciiilyk,  cicivaled  in  1B94-1B9S.  hu  b«n  c>RfuU|r  Ritoied.    The  (icikn,  fbuDtaini, 

ubla,  and  marble  coloDnadci  arc  all  madcni. 

keeping  with  the  stately  atrium  and  the  graceful  peristyle.  The 
sure  instinct  for  beauty  possessed  by  classical  peoples  made  the 
furnishings  of  the  home  as  well  as  the  home  itself  a  daily  lesson  ia 
good  taste. 

216.    Athenian  Daily  Life 

An  Athenian  gentleman,  though  possessed  of  abundant  leisure, 

was  not  likely  to  find  time  dragging  heavily  on  his  hands.     As  we 


Athenian  Daily  Life 


579 


have  already  seen/  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the  Assembly  or  of 
the  jury  courts  would  claim  a  good  share  of  his  energies.     More- 
over, there  were  performances  in  the  theater  and  fre- 
quent religious  festivals  to  engage  his  attention.     On  Athenian 
days  occupied  by  no  such  public  events,  there  were  paeeedthe 
still  numberless  opportunities  for  social  intercourse  at      ^* 
the  gatherings  of  the  men  in  market  place,  palestra,  and  gymnasium. 


House  Furniture  from  Pompeii 


The  ancient  Athenian  was  no  sluggard.  Very  early,  even  be- 
fore sunrise,*  he  rose  from  his  couch,  washed  his  face  and  hands, 
put  on  his  scanty  garments,  and  was  soon  ready  for  the  street. 
Before  leaving  the  house,  he  broke  his  fast  with  a  meal  as  simple 

1  See  pages  325-227. 

2  With  the  Greeks,  ordinary  usage  divided  the  twenty-four  hours  of  daylight  and 
darkness  into  seven  parts,  three  for  the  night  and  four  for  the  day.  The  daylight 
hours  included  early  morning,  the  forenoon  (nine  o'clock  till  noon),  the  midday 
heat,  and  the  late  afternoon.  Time  was  reckoned  by  sundials,  or  by  the  length  of 
the  shadow  thrown  by  a  vertical  staff,  and  later,  by  water  clocks. 
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as  the  European  "rolls  and  coffee"  —  in  this  case  merely  a  few 
mouthfuls  of  bread  dipped  in  wine.  After  breakfast  he  might  call 
Basineas  ^^  ^^^  friends,  or  perhaps  ride  into  the  country  and 
of  the  fore-  visit  his  estates.  About  ten  o'clock  (which  the  Atheni- 
^^^  ans  called  "  full  market "),  he  would  be  pretty  sure  to 

find  his  way  to  the  Agora.  The  shops  at  this  time  were  crowded 
with  purchasers,  and  every  sociable  citizen  of  Athens  was  to  be 
found  in  them  or  in  the  neighboring  colonnades  which  lined  the 
market  place. 

The  public  resorts  were  deserted  at  noon,  when  the  Athenian 
returned  home  to  enjoy  a  light  meal  and  a  rest  during  the  heat. 

Occnpatioiis  ^*  ^^®  ^^^  ^^^  cooler,  men  again  went  out  and 
of  the  after-  visited  a  gymnasium,  such  as  the  Lyceum  or  the  Acad- 
^^^  emy,  in  the  city  suburbs.*     Here  were  grounds  for 

running,  wrestling,  discus-throwing,  and  other  sports,  as  well  as 
rooms  for  bathing  and  anointing.  While  the  younger  men  busied 
themselves  in  such  active  exercises,  those  of  maturer  years  might 
be  content  with  less  vigorous  games  or  with  conversation  on  po- 
litical or  philosophical  themes.  It  was  not  very  difficult  to  engage 
the  average  citizen  in  discussion ;  there  were  plenty  of  debaters 
and  abundance  of  argumentation  in  ancient  Athens.  Even  in  the 
first  century  of  our  era,  the  Apostle  Paul  could  describe  its  in- 
habitants as  those  who  "  spent  their  time  in  nothing  ebe,  but 
either  to  tell  or  to  hear  some  new  thing."  * 

The  principal  meal  of  the  day  came  about  sunset  The  master 
of  the  house,  if  he  had  no  guests,  shared  the  repast  with  his  wife 
The  eyening  3-^^  children.  For  a  man  of  moderate  means  the 
meaL  ordinary  fare  was  very  much  what  it  is  now  in  Greece 

—  bread,  olives,  figs,  cheese,  with  a  little  wine  and  meat  as  oc- 
casional luxuries.  As  a  substitute  for  sugar,  the  Athenian  used 
honey ;  olive  oil  took  the  place  of  butter ;  and  snow  served  in- 
stead of  ice  for  cooling  water  or  wine.  A  wealthy  man  might  add 
to  these  simple  articles  of  diet  a  few  dainties,  such  as  fruits,  nuts, 

1  See  page  624.  2  Ads,  xvii,  ai. 
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and  cakes.  At  the  end  of  the  meal  the  diners  refreshed  them- 
selves with  wine  mixed  with  water.  The  Greeks  appear  to  have 
been  usually  as  temperate  in  their  drink  as  they  were  frugal  in 
their  food.  The  remainder  of  the  evening  would  be  devoted  to 
conversation  and  music  and  possibly  a  little  reading.  But  as  a 
rule  the  Athenian  gentleman  went  to  bed  early.  The  lighting 
arrangements  of  an  ancient  house  were  not  such  as  to  encourage 
late  hours ;  besides,  as  we  have  seen,  the  practice  was  to  rise  very 
early  of  a  morning. 

219.    Daily  Life  at  Rome 

A  Roman  of  the  higher  class,  who  lived  in  late  republican  or 

early  imperial  times,  passed  through  much  the  same  daily  routine 

as  our  Athenian  citizen  in  the  da)rs  of  Pericles  or  De- 

Morning 
mosthenes.     He  rose  at  an  early  hour,^  and  after  a  round  of  a 

light  breakfast  dispatched  his  private  business  with  Roman 
the  help  of  his  steward  and  manager.  He  then  took  ^ 
his  place  in  the  atrium  to  meet  the  crowd  of  poor  dependents 
who  came  to  pay  their  respects  to  their  patron  and  to  receive 
their  usual  morning  alms  —  either  food  or  sufficient  money  to  buy 
a  modest  dinner.  Having  greeted  his  visitors  and  perhaps  helped 
them  in  legal  or  business  matters,  the  great  man  entered  his  litter 
and  was  carried  down  to  the  Forum.  Here  he  might  attend  the 
law  courts  to  plead  a  case  for  himself  or  for  his  clients.  If  he 
were  a  member  of  the  Senate,  he  would  take  part  in  the  delib- 
erations of  that  body.  At  eleven  o'clock,  when  the  ordinary 
duties  of  the  morning  were  over,  the  citizen  returned  home  to 
eat  his  luncheon  and  enjoy  the  midday  rest,  or  siesta.  This  prac- 
tice of  having  a  nap  in  the  heat  of  the  day  became  so  general 

1  The  Roman  day,  divided  into  twelve  hours,  began  with  sunrise  and  ended  at 
sunset.  The  hours,  being  one-twelfth  of  the  time  during  this  interval,  necessarily 
varied  in  length  according  to  the  season  of  the  year.  Thus,  an  hour  in  midwinter 
was  not  quite  forty-five  minutes  long,  while  a  midsummer  hour  was  nearly  seventy- 
five  minutes  in  duration.  The  seventh  hour,  winter  and  summer,  always  commenced 
at  noon. 
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that  at  noon  the  streets  of  a  Roman  city  had  the  same  deserted 
appearance  as  at  midn^ht 
After  an  hour  of  refreshing  sleep  it  was  time  for  the  regular 


exercise  out  of  doors  in  the  Campus  Martius,  or  indoors  at  one 
of  the  large  city  baths.     Many  houses  of  wealthy 
noon  am-      nobles   also  contained  special  rooms   fitted   up   for 
ciM  wid         gymnastic  exercises,  especially  for  the  game  of  hand- 
ball, which  still  keeps  its  popularity  in  Italy.     Then 
came  one  of  the  chief  pleasures  of  a  Roman's  existence  —  the  daily 
bath.    This  was  taken  ordinarily  in  one  of  the  public  bathing 
establishments,  or  therma,  to  be  found  in  every  Roman  town,' 
A  bath  was  a  luxurious  affair,  requiring  at  least  three  rooms.* 

1  At  (he  end  of  (he  (hjrd  century  A.d.  Rome  had  eleven  Urge  baths,  besides 
nine  hundred  smaller  prirate  eslablishmenls.  Some  siirty  Ihousand  people  could 
be  Bccommodaled  al  one  time  in  these  baths. 

"The  besi-preserved  Roman  baths  are  those  at  Pompeii.  The  English  town 
of  Bath,  once  a  Raman  cily.  has  also  very  inleresting  remains.    These  include  st, 
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Aftei  undressing,  the  bathers  entered  a  warm  anteroom  and  sat 
for  a  time  on  the  benches  there,  in  order  to  perspire  frcelf.    This 
was  a  precaution  against  the  danger  of  passing  too  a„^». 
suddenly  into  the  high  temperature  of  the  caldarium,  mantt  of 
or  hot  room.     Here  the   hot  bath  was   taken  in  a  *•">•>»'*■ 
large  tank  of  water  sunk  in  the  middle  of  the  floor.     Next  came 
a  visit  to  the  cold  room  dnd  an  exhilarating  cold  plunge.    The 
bathers  were  then  scraped  down  with  a  sirigii  and  anointed 


A  Greek  Banquet 

with  perfiimed  oil.  Afterwards  they  rested  on  the  couches  with 
which  the  resort  was  supplied,  and  spent  the  rime  in  reading  or 
conversation  until  the  hour  for  dinner. 

The  late  dinner,  with  the  Romans  as  with  the  Greeks,  formed 
the  principal  meal  of  the  day.  It  was  usually  a  social  function. 
The  host  and  his  guests  reclined  on  couches  arranged  -e^  i^tB 
about  a  table.  The  meal  occupied  a  long  time ;  three  dinaw, 
hours  was  considered  a  moderate  length.  Ordinarily  it  included 
three  courses :  the  entree,  then  the  dinner  proper,  and  finally  the 
dessert.  Elaborate  meals  sometimes  consisted  of  six  or  seven 
courses,  each  made  up  of  a  number  of  dishes.  Among  the  vulgar 
rich  a  great  feast  often  became  an  occasion   for  a  display  of 
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fumiture,  plate,  and  food  which  would  have  seemed  disgusting  to 
the  Greeks. 

The  Romans  borrowed  from  the  Greeks  the  custom  of  ending 
a  banquet  with  a  symposium,  or  dTinking-bout.  The  tables  were 
Tbe  aynt-  cleared  of  dishes  and  the  guests  were  anointed  with 
pMinm.  perfumes  and  crowned  with  garlands.  Under  the  su- 
perintendence of  a  roaster  of  ceremonies,  or  "  king  of  the  feast," 
every  one  settled  down  to  a  course  of  hard  drinking.  During  the 
banquet  and  the  symposium  it  was  common  for  professional  per- 
formers to  entertain  the  guests  with  music,  dancing,  pantomimes, 
and  feats  of  jugglery.  Among  both  Greeks  and  Romans  the  sym- 
posium sometimes  furnished  an  occasion  for  disgraceful  drunken- 
ness. But  ancient  literature  contains,  also,  many  illustrations  of 
its  pleasanler  side  —  when  men  of  intellectual  tastes  would  pass 
the  long  evenings  in  discussions  of  high  and  noble  themes. 

880.  Greek  AmusementB 
We  have  already  learned  something  of  the  amusements  which 
enabled  an  Athenian  gentleman  to  pass 
his  time  without  work  and  yet  without 
mental  weariness.  The  sports  of  the 
Vul«tyof  gymnasium,  the  duties  of 
•maM-  the  bath,  the  banquets  and 

"*"*'■  entertainments   all   helped 

to  fill  up  such  hours  as  were  not  de- 
voted to  political  engagements  or  to 
social  intercourse. 

There  were  some  occupations  which 
did  not  have  the  prominence  they  pos- 
sess to-day  with  persons  of 
Heading.  ,  ,  _,    ,  .  _ 

Dj-  f„      ™  1.  wealth   and   leisure.     For 

Relief  OD  It  urcophagut 

instance,  the  quiet  attractions  of  the 
studious  life  were  less  appreciated  then  than  now.  The  explanation 
partly  lies  in  the  difficulties  that  attended  reading.     The  ancient 


Ti«TBllng, 
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papyrus  roll,  wound  upon  a  wooden  cylinder,  was  awkward  to 
hold  and  tryiog  on  the  eyes  to  peruse.  It  could  not  compare  in 
convenience  with  the  modem  printed  book.' 

Traveling,  which  with  us  is  so  important  a  means  of  culture 
and  recreation,  had   many  drawbacks  in  antiquity.    The  roads, 
except  in  the  late  Roman  period,  were  generally  poor  and  often 
unsafe.     The 
only  means   of 
conveyance  was  by  horse- 
back or  by  carriage.     The 
inns  were  all  of  the  mean- 
est   character.     For   these 
reasons,  and  perhaps  also 
because  of  a  certain  blind- 
ness to  the  charms  of  na- 
ture, people  confined  their 
journeys  chiefly  to  business  A  Roman  Litter 

visits,   or    to    attendance   at       The  ihurcoiuLiti  of  inordinary  couch -la  four 
,,    .  ...  ,  poiu  and  ■  pair  of  potet.    Cunami  fanned  1o  Ibe 

religious  festivals  such  as  ^^d  >bovt  ihe  ,^apy  .hieidcd  th.  o«i.p«.t  from 
the  Olympian  games.  obitmiion. 

The  festivals  which  had  most  interest  to  an  Athenian  did  not 
require  a  journey  beyond  the  city  for  their  enjoyment.  Every 
fourth  year,  in  the  month  of  July,  the  people  celebrated  the  Great 
Panathenaic'  festival.     Athletic  contests  and  poetical  recitations, 

1  The  papyrus  roU  was  somelimes  very  long.  The  entire  /Had  or  Odyisrj'  might 
be  contained  in  a  single  manuscript  measuring  150  feet  in  length.  During  the 
Hellenistic  Age  Greek  scholars  al  Alexandria  began  to  divide  the  works  of  clas- 
sical authors  into  "  books,"  each  one  short  enough  to  be  included  within  a  roll  of 
moderate  size.  Thus  Ihe  history  of  Herodotus  contains  nine  such  books,  and  the 
I/iad  and  (be  Odyuty  each  twenty-four  books.  In  the  third  century  A.D.  Ihe  un- 
wieldy roll  began  to  give  way  10  the  lablei  composed  of  a  number  of  leaves  held 
together  by  a  ring.  About  this  lime,  also,  the  use  of  vellum,  or  parchment  made 
of  sheepskin,  became  common.  The  oldest  Greek  manuscripts  are  papyri  from 
Egypl.  the  preservation  of  which  is  due  to  the  wonderfully  dry  climate  of  the  Nile 
valley.  Some  ancient  rolls,  dating  a  century  or  more  before  Christ,  have  been 
recovered  from  Herculancum. 

*  Panathenaic  means  "  belonging  to  all  the  Albeniaiis."    See  page  630. 
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sacrifices,  feasts,  and  processions  honored  the  virgin  goddess  who 
presided  over  the  Athenian  city.  It  was  a  holiday  time  when 
Reiieiotts  slaves  enjoyed  many  indulgences,  when  women  came 
festivals  at  out  from  their  seclusion,  and  when  the  gods  received 
Athens.  ^j^gir  ^^^^  of  joyful  worship. 

Even  more  interesting,  perhaps,  to  the  average  Athenian  were 
the  dramatic  performances  held  in  midwinter  and  in  spring,  at 
Dramatic  ^^^  festivals  of  Dionysus.  The  tragedies  and  comedies 
entertain-  composed  for  these  entertainments  took  their  place, 
ments.  ^g  ^^  y^^y^  already  seen,*  among  the  masterpieces  of 

Greek  literature. 

Attic  tragedy,  the  first  division  of  the  drama  to  attain  artistic 
character,  passed  through  several  stages  before  it  jeached  a  com- 
Develop-  pleted  form.  First,  the  hymns  sung  at  the  festivals 
ment  of  of  Dionysus  were  adapted  to  a  trained  chorus.  The 
tragedy.        ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  j^  select  one  of  the  members  of  the 

chorus  as  an  actor  to  take  part  in  a  dialogue  with  the  chorus  leader. 
Then  a  second  and  finally  a  third  actor  were  introduced.  These 
changes  made  the  dialogue  of  most  importance.  The  speeches  of 
the  actors  could  now  tell  a  complete  story,  to  which  the  songs  and 
dances  of  the  chorus  added  interest  and  animation.  When  at  length 
great  poets  began  to  compose  the  odes  sung  by  the  chorus  and 
the  words  of  the  dialogue  recited  by  the  actors,  the  materials  of 
the  tragic  drama  were  complete. 

There  is  very  little  likeness  between  the  ancient  and  the  modem 
drama.  Greek  plays  were  performed  out  of  doors  in  the  bright 
Features  of  sunlight  Until  late  Roman  times  it  is  unlikely  that  a 
a  Greek  raised  stage  existed.  The  three  actors  and  the  mem- 
P^y*  bers  of  the  chorus  appeared  together  in  the  dancing 

ring,  or  orchestra.  The  performers  were  all  men.  Each  actor 
might  play  several  parts.  There  was  no  elaborate  scenery  ;  the 
spectator  had  to  rely  chiefly  on  his  own  imagination  for  the  setting 
of  the  piece.    The  actors  indulged  in  few  lively  movements  or 

1  See  pages  348-350. 
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gestures.  From  a  distance  they  must  have  looked  like  a  group 
of  majestic  statues.  All  wore  elaborate  costumes,  and  tragic 
actors,  in  addition,  were  made  to  ap- 
pear larger  than  human  with  masks, 
padding,  and  thick-soled  boots,  or 
buskins.  The  performances  lasted 
throughout  the  three  days  of  the 
Dionysiac  festivals,  beginning  early 
in  the  morning  and  ending  only  at 
night  AH  this  time  was  necessary 
because  they  formed  contests  for  a 
prize  which  the  people  awarded  to 
the  poet  and  choras  whose  presenta- 
tion was  judged  of  highest  excellence. 

There  was  no  entrance  fee  for  the 
theater.  The  entertainments  were 
free,  since  they  had  a  re-  j^^^^i^^ 
ligious  and  moral  char-  oftha 
acter  which  made  them  *"'*' 
highly  educative.  The  state  even 
recompensed  the  poorer  citizens  who 
had  to  give  up  work  to  attend  a  play. 
We  can  understand,  therefore,  how 
large  a  part  was  played  by  the  drama 
in  the  intellectual  life  of  Athens.*  choracic  monument  of 

The  Theater  of  Dionysus,  where  Lvsicrates 

dramatic  exhibitions  were  held,  lay      *  ""("""win  ii"r  the  Tbeaitr  of 

close  to  the  southeastern    Iheitei  of         '"  cannncmonlt  1  vktoiy  Ln  a  drlnuiic 

angle  of  the  Acropolis.   Dionj-BHS.       o«ii"i- 

The  audience  sat  upon  wooden  benches  rising,  tier  after  tier,  on 

1  The  most  elaborate  reproduction  in  modern  times  of  a  Creek  play  was  the 
performance  by  Harvard  studenis  of  the  ^amtiriaoii  by  jEsehylus.  Il  was  given 
in  the  Stadium  at  Cambridge.  Massachusetts,  in  June.  1906.  The  Universiry  of 
California  at  Berkeley  possesses  a  splendid  open-air  theater  modeled  after  Greek 
lines.    It  holds  seven  thousand  people. 
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the  adjacent  hillside.  About  the  middle  of  the  fourth  century  B.C. 
these  were  replaced  by  the  stone  seats  which  are  still  to  be  seen. 
Sixteen  thousand  people  could  be  accommodated  in  this  open-air 
theater. 


F  Dionysus,  Athens 


S21.    Roman  Amusements 


The  Roman  had  few  of  the  civic  festivals  which  did  so  much  to 
make  life  beautiful  and  attractive  for  the  Greek.  Perhaps  the 
The  Roman  triumph,'  celebrated  by  a  victorious  general  on  his 
^i*Bi*'  return   from   war,  was  the  nearest  approach  to  the 

splendid  pageants  we  find  at  Athens.  Nor  were  theatrical  per- 
formances greatly  in  vogue  at  Rome.  The  averse  citizen  could 
not  endure  to  sit  all  day  on  the  hard  stones  of  an  outdoor  theater, 
watching  the  plays  that  held  a  Greek  audience  enthralled.  Trag- 
edies were  seldom  acted  at  Rome.  Only  the  lighter  comedies, 
adaptations  from  Greek  originals,  were  really  popular  there. 

Pantomimes   formed    the   staple   amusement   of  the    Roman 
theater.    In  these  performances  a  single  dancer,  by  movements 
»  See  pagcj  353-354. 
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and  gestures,  represented  mythological  scenes  and  love  stories. 
The  actor  took  several  characters  in  succession,  and  &  chorus  ac- 
companied him  with  songs.    There  were  also  "  vaude- 
ville "  entertainments  with  all  manner  of  jugglers,  rope-  ,^Vi 
dancers,  acrobats,  and  clowns,  to  amuse  a  people  who  'U'"- 
no  longer   found   pleasure   in   the   lelined   productions  of  the 
classical  stage. 


The  Circus  Maxihus  (Restoration) 

Far  more  popular  than  even  pantomime  and  vaudeville  were 
the  "  games  of  the  circus."  At  Rome,  these  were  held  chiefly  in 
the  Circus  Maximus.  The  first  circus  was  laid  out  Tli«Clrcen- 
in  the  days  of  the  Tarquins.  Frequent  fires  having  ■'«  K«™«»- 
destroyed  the  earlier  wooden  structures,  the  emperor  Trajan 
rebuilt  the  seats  in  stone,  covered  with  marble.  They  accom- 
modated perhaps  two  hundred  thousand  spectators. 

Chariot  races   formed    the  principal  attraction  of  the   circus. 
There  were  usually  four  horses  to  a  chariot,  though  sometimes  the 
drivers  showed  their  skill  by  handling  as  many  as  six  chuiot 
or  seven  horses.     The  contestants  whirled  seven  times  "cea. 
around  the  low  wall,  or  spina,  which  divided  the  race  course.    The 
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shortness  of  the  stretches  and  the  sharp  turns  about  the  spina 
must  have  prevented  the  attainment  of  great  speed.  A  race, 
nevertheless,  was  a  most  exciting  sport.  What  we  should  call 
"fouling"  was  permitted  and  even  encouraged.  The  dri\fer 
might  turn  his  team  against  another,  or  might  endeavor  to  upset  a 
rival's  car.  It  was  a  very  tame  contest  that  did  not  have  its 
accompaniment  of  broken  chariots,  fallen  horses,  and  killed  or  in- 
jured drivers.  One  event  followed  another  during  the  day,  until 
the  approach  of  darkness  compelled  the  spectators  to  turn  home- 
wards. 

The  Circus  Maximus  was  often  used  for  a  variety  of  animal 
shows.  Fierce  wild  beasts,  brought  from  every  quarter  of  the  em- 
Animal-  pire,  were  turned  loose  to  slaughter  one  another,  or 
baitings.  to  tear  to  pieces  condemned  criminals.^  More 
popular  still  were  the  contests  between*  savage  animals  and  men. 
Pompey  once  exhibited  six  hundred  lions  and  twenty  elephants, 
which  fought  against  prisoners  of  war  armed  with  darts.  Julius 
Caesar  gave  an  animal-hunt  lasting  five  days,  when  giraffes  were 
introduced  for  the  first  time,  and  bull-fights  formed  another  nov- 
elty. In  the  reign  of  Augustus  thirty-five  hundred  elephants  were 
killed  in  the  circus.  At  the  opening  of  the  Amphitheater  of 
Titus  nine  thousand  animals  are  said  to  have  been  slain.'  Such 
amusements  did  something  to  satisfy  the  lust  for  blood  in  the  Ro- 
man populace  —  a  lust  which  was  more  completely  satisfied  by  the 
gladiatorial  combats. 

Exhibitions  of  gladiators  were  known  in  Italy  long  before  they 
became  popular  at  Rome.  The  combats  probably  started  from  the 
Gladiatorial  savage  practice  of  sacrificing  prisoners  or  slaves  at  the 
BhowB.  funeral  of  their  master.    Then  the  custom  arose  of 

allowing  the  victims  a  chance  for  their  lives  by  having  them  fight 
one  another,  the  conqueror  being  spared  for  future  battles.     From 

1  See  pages  523,  527. 

3  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  these  Roman  games  had  much  effect  in  diminish- 
ing the  number  of  wild  animals  in  the  countries  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean, 
and  in  bringing  about  the  extinction  of  many  species. 


Roman  Amusements 
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this  it  was  but  a  step  to  keeping  trained  slaves  as  gladiators.     The 

first  gladiatorial  shows  were  limited  to  funerals.     As  the  taste  for 

them  increased,   they  became  amusements  which    were    given 

whenever  anyone  wished  to  win  favor  with  the  people.     Daring 

the  imperial  epoch  the  number  of  such   exhibitions  increased 

greatly.      The   emperor  Trajan,   for  example,   to  celebrate    his 

victories  over  the  Dacians,^  exhibited  no  less  than  ten  thousand 

men  within  the  space  of  four  months. 

Roman  gladiators  were  carefully   trained  in  special  schools. 

Slaves,  captives,  and  condemned  criminals  made  up  the  larger  body 

of  fighters.      As  the   demand  increased,  even   free 
GUidiators. 

citizens  hired  themselves  out  for  this  bloody  business. 

The  gladiators  belonged  to  various  classes,  according  to  the  de- 
fensive armor  they  wore  and  the  style  of  fighting  they  employed. 
Gladiators  armed  alike  never  fought  one  another.  The  fight  was 
man  against  man,  and  party  against  party.  If  the  combatants 
showed  cowardice  or  lack  of  zeal,  they  were  spurred  on  by  whips 
and  hot  irons.  When  a  man  was  wounded  and  unable  to  continue 
the  struggle,  he  might  appeal  to  the  spectators.  He  lifted  his  fin- 
ger to  plead  for  release  ;  if  he  had  fought  well,  the  people  indi- 
cated their  willingness  to  spare  him  by  waving  their  handkerchiefs. 
If  the  spectators  were  in  a  cruel  mood,  they  turned  down  their 
thumbs  as  the  signal  for  his  deathblow.  These  hideous  exhibi- 
tions continued  in  different  parts  of  the  Roman  Empire  until  the 
fifth  century  of  our  era. 

Gladiatorial  combats,  chariot  races,  and  dramatic  shows  were  free 
performances.     For  the  lower  classes  in  the  Roman  city  they  be- 
came the  chief  pleasure  of  life.      The  days  of  their 
the  eames      celebration  were  public  holidays,  which  in  the  reign  of 
of  the  cir-       Marcus  Aurelius  numbered  no  less  than  one  hundred 
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and  thirty-five.  In  the  fourth  century  the  year  included 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  such  holidajrs.  The  once  sovereign 
people  of  Rome  became  a  lazy,  worthless  rabble,  fed  by  the  state 

1  See  page  456. 


and  amused  with  the  games.  It  was  well  said  by  an  ancient  sati- 
rist that  the  Romans  wanted  only  two  things  to  make  them  happy 
—  "bread  and  the  games  of  the  circus." ' 


L  Instruments  frou  Pompeii 

Roy*]  MuKum,  Nipla 

222.   Funeral  Rites 

In  spite  of  their  splendid  climate,  their  outdoor  life,  and  the 
constant  care  bestowed  upon  the  body,  the  Athenian  and  the 
Roman  were  subject  to  most  of  the  physical  ills  that  sickucH 
afflict  mankind.  In  sickness  they  could  not  rely  upon  «^  i'ttb. 
very  skillful  medical  treatment.  Ancient  doctors  had  by  no  means 
the  ability  of  modern  practitioners.  The  healing  art,  as  in  the 
Orient,'  was  bound  up  with  all  sorts  of  superstitious  notions.  Men 
were  wont  to  depend  on  sacrifice  to  the  gods  and  magical  incan- 
tations hi  more  tlun  on  common-sense  rules  of  diet,  fresh  air,  and 
exercise.' 

If  the  patient  despaired  of  recovery,  he  made  a  will,  which, 
among  other  things,  contained  directions  about  the  funeral  cere- 
monies.   These  were  carried  out  with  great  care.     Both  Greeks 

1  Pmim  tlcirceaies  (Juvenal,  x,  80-81).  '  See  page  no. 

'  Suigery,  however,  was  surprisingly  advanced  when  we  remember  that  dissec- 
tion of  human  bodies  was  forbidden  as  being  a  desecration  of  Ihe  dead.  There  is 
scarcely  a  modern  surgeon  who  dnes  not  express  his  admiration  when  seeing  Ihe 
ancient  inslrumenis  disco irercd  al  Pompeii. 
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and  Romans,  in  common  with  many  more  primitive  peoples,  be- 
lieved that  the  soul  could  Aod  peace  only  after  the  due  disposal  of 
Sipdacwe  the  body  ii 
the  grave 
To  perfonn 
the  last  rites  for  the  de- 
parted was,  therefore,  a 
solemn  religious  duty 
for  the  surviving  mem- 
bers of  the  family.^ 
These  beliefs  continued 
even  after  cremation, 
which  was  more  costly 
than  simple  burial,  came 
into  general  use. 

Funeral  ceremonies 
were  often  solemn  and 
impressive.  At  Athens 
they  took  place  in  the 
An  Athenian  early  mom- 
foneiBL  ing  before 

sunrise.  The  body  was 
borne  on  a  couch,  pre- 
ceded by  the  kinsmen 
of  the  deceased.     The 

A  RIKI  on  UK  lonm  oi  II  nnmin  ±ieg«o,    ii  nprcKnu     .         ,  ,     .  ,, 

.■oir.i.n,K.itd,uUiizg.ie«i  from.  ia.i«i  held  by  «.  female  relatives,  walk- 
uKndani.  jjjg  jjj  ,[jg  jg^,._  closed 

the  short  and  modest  procession.  When  the  dead  man  was  laid 
in  the  tomb,  the  mourners  called  upon  him  three  times  by  name 
and  spoke  the  last  farewell. 

The  burial  of  a  Roman  citizen  formed  an  occasion  for  greater 

pomp  and  display.     Musicians,  playing  a  funeral  march,  headed  the 

procession.    They  were  followed  by  a  band  of  mourning  women 

'  See  page  319. 
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who  chanted  a  solemn  dirge.     Theo  came,  in  the  case  of  a  noble, 
the  most  imposing  feature  of  the  ceremony  —  the  troop  of  actors 
wearing  the  waxen  masks '  of  the  dead  man's  ancestors  i  Bomu 
and  dressed  in  the  robes  which  each  one  had  worn  funwai. 
during  life.     The  corpse,  carried  with  face  uncovered  on  a  lofty 
bier,  was  escorted  by  the  relatives  and  friends,  and  by  a  crowd 
of  dependents  and  slaves.    If  the  de- 
ceased had  been  a  man  of  note,  the 
procession  moved  to  the  Forum,  where 
a  funeral  oration  was  delivered  in  his 
honor.     Burial  took  place  outside  the 
city  walls.    When  cremation  was  prac- 
ticed, the  corpse   was   burned  on  a 
funeral  pile.    After  the  fire  had  done 
its  work,  the   ashes  were   reverently 
gathered  and  placed  in  a  fiineral  um. 

Beside  the  mound  which  marked 
the  grave  an  Athenian  was  usually 
content  to  place  a  simple  ^q^^j^ 
slab  of  stone  or  marble  grave- 
sculptured  in  relief  with  a  ■*«»*•■ 
portrait  of  the  dead.     Many  hundreds 
of  such  monuments  lined  the  Sacred 
Way  from  Athens  to  Eleusis. 

The  Romans  preferred  costlier  trib- 
utes to  the  departed.  Elaborate  family 
tombs,  large  enough  for  several  generations,  were  erected  along  the 
Appian  Way  and  the  other  high  roads  leading  out  of  Rome.  There 
were  also  immense  underground  structures,  called  i:o-  Roman  fnne- 
lumbaria,  intended  as  receptacles  for  great  numbers  of  r»l  monu- 
funerary  urns.  On  certain  festival  days '  the  family  of  "•"*■■ 
the  departed  visited  his  last  resting  place  to  perform  those  rites  of 
love  and  piety  which  humanity  cherished  then  no  less  than  now. 

I  See  page  577.  S  See  pages  3i9-3ai>. 
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S23.    Slavery 

The  private  life  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  as  described  in  the 

preceding  pages,  would  hare  been  impossible  without  the  existence 

of  a  large  servile  class.    Slaves  did  much  of  the  heavy  and  dis- 

ble  work  in  the 


ancient  world,  thus  al- 
lowing the 
■UTtryin  free  citizen 
to engage  in 
more  honor- 
able employment,  or  to 
pass  his  days  in  digni- 
fied leisure. 

The  Greeks  seem 
sometimes  to  have 
thought  that  only  bar- 
barians should  be  de- 
graded to  the  condition 
of  servitude.  Most 
Greek  slaves,  as  a  mat- 
BoMM.of  teroffact, 
■lavn.  were   put- 

Columbarium  chased  from  foreign 

Thi.coap«.tL«.on,b„Rpn,t™d,«o«raJiDis*o.    coimtfies.   But  after  the 

I<conn«jofonirooindecpiandtrgn.undwith,jopig*oil-      RomanS     had     SUbducd 
boks  lar  cinerary  urni, 

the  Mediterranean 
world,  their  captives  included  not  only  members  of  inferior  races, 
but  also  the  cultivated  inhabitants  of  Greece,  Egypt,  and  Asia 
Minoi.  We  hear  of  slaves  at  Rome  who  served  as  clerks,  secre- 
taries, librarians,  actors,  and  musicians.  Their  education  was  often 
superior  to  that  of  the  coarse  and  brutal  masters  who  owned  them. 
The  number  of  slaves,  though  great  enough  in  Athens'  and 

1  See  page  133. 
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other  Greek  cities,  reached  almost  impossible  figures  during  the 
later  period  of  Roman  history.  Eveiy  victorious  battle  swelled  the 
troops  of  captives  sent  to  the  slave  markets  at  Rome.  Bmnbet  aad 
After  the  destruction  of  Carthage  Scipio  sold  Uny  cbeapaeM 
thousand  of  its  inhabitants  into  slavery.  Porapcy  and  '  '*'■ 
Csesar  together  are  said  to  have  dbposed  in  this  way  of  more 
than  a  million  Asiatics  and  Gauls.     Titus  took  about  one  hundred 


thousand  prisoners  at  the  capture  of  Jerusalem.  Ordinary  slaves 
became  as  cheap  as  beasts  of  burden  arc  now.  The  Roman  poet 
Horace  tells  us  that  at  least  ten  slaves  were  necessary  for  a. 
gentleman  in  even  moderate  circumstances.  Wealthy  individuals, 
given  to  excessive  luxury,  might  number  their  city  slaves  by  the 
hundreds,  besides  many  more  on  their  country  estates. 

Slaves  engaged  in  a  great  variety  of  occupations.  They  were 
domestic  servants,  farm  laborers,  miners,  artisans,  factory  hands, 
and  even  shopkeepers.  Household  slaves  at  Rome  were  em- 
ployed in  every  conceivable  way.     Each  part  of  a  rich  man's 
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residence  had  its  special  staff  of  servants.  One  set  cared  for  the 
living  rooms  and  furniture,  another  looked  after  the  kitchen  and  the 
How  slaves  service  of  the  table,  a  third  set  saw  to  the  clothing  of 
were  em-  the  master,  mistress,  and  children.  Other  companies 
ployed.  q£  slaves  escorted  their  lord  when  he  appeared  in  pub- 

lic, some  to  clear  the  way  before  him,  some  to  bear  his  litter, 
others  to  remind  him  of  the  names  of  acquaintances,  or  to  run  on 
his  errands.  The  possession  of  a  fine  troop  of  slaves,  dressed  in 
handsome  liveries,  was  a  favorite  way  of  showing  one's  wealth  and 
luxury. 

It  is  difficult  for  us  to  realize  the  attitude  of  ancient  peoples 
toward  their  slaves.  They  were  regarded  as  part  of  the  chattels 
Treatment  ^^  ^^^  house  —  as  on  a  level  with  domestic  animals 
of  slaves.  rather  than  human  beings.  Some  Roman  writers  on 
agriculture  refer  to  slaves  as  '^  speaking  tools,"  only  a  little 
different  from  ''semi-speaking  tools,"  the  cattle,  and  "mute 
tools,"  the  hoes  and  plows.  Though  Athenian  law  forbade 
owners  to  kill  their  slaves  or  to  treat  them  cruelly,  it  permitted  the 
corporal  punishment  of  slaves  for  slight  offenses.  At  Rome,  until 
the  imperial  epoch,  no  restraints  whatever  existed  upon  the 
master's  power.  A  slave  was  part  of  his  property  with  which  he 
could  do  exactly  as  he  pleased.  We  hear  of  one  Roman  master, 
even  in  the  cultured  Augustan  Age,  who  caused  slaves  that  an- 
gered him  to  be  thrown  alive  into  a  pond  as  food  for  the  fish. 
Such  instances  of  barbarity  were,  of  course,  exceptional.  But 
slaves  who  labored  in  the  mines  or  on  the  farms  seem,  as  a  rule,  to 
have  received  cruel  treatment.  They  were  compelled  to  work 
long  hours  with  little  food  or  rest,  and  when  sick,  were  often  left 
to  die  without  attention.  People  argued  that  it  was  cheaper  to 
work  a  slave  to  death  and  buy  a  new  one  than  to  spend  time  and 
money  doctoring  the  old  slave.  The  terrible  punishments,  the 
beating  with  scourges  which  followed  the  slightest  misconduct  or 
neglect  of  duty,  the  branding  with  a  hot  iron  which  a  runaway  slave 
received,  the  fearful   penalty  of  crucifixion  which  followed   an 
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attempt  upon  the  owner's  life  —  all  these  tortures  show  how  hard 
was  the  lot  of  the  bondman  in  pagan  Rome. 

A  slave,  under  some  circumstances,  could  gain  his  freedom.  In 
Greece,  where  many  little  states  constantly  at  war  bordered  one 
another,  a  slave  could  often  run  away  to  liberty.  In  a  possibilities 
great  empire  like  Rome,  where  no  boundary  lines  <rf  freedom, 
existed,  this  was  usually  impossible.  Freedom,  however,  was 
sometimes  voluntarily  granted.  A  master  in  his  will  might  liberate 
his  favorite  slave,  as  a  reward  for  the  faithful  service  of  a  lifetime. 
An  even  commoner  practice  permitted  the  slave  to  keep  a  part  of 
the  produce  of  his  labor  and  what  property  he  could  scrape  to- 
gether by  the  utmost  frugality.  As  Xenophon  said,  "  Slaves  are 
willing  to  take  trouble  when  freedom  is  the  prize  and  the  time  of 
bondage  is  fixed."*  Such  freed  men  generally  remained  the  poor 
dependents  of  their  former  masters,  though  some  of  them,  espe- 
cially in  imperial  Rome,  rose  to  positions  of  wealth  and  prominence. 

Slavery  in  Greece  and  Italy  had  existed  from  the  earliest  times. 
It  never  was  more  flourishing  than  in  the  great  age  of  classical 
history.  Nor  did  it  pass  away  when  the  Roman  world  permanence 
became  Christian.  The  spread  of  Christianity  cer-  <rf«lavery. 
tainly  helped  to  improve  the  lot  of  the  slave  and  to  encourage  his 
liberation.*  The  Church,  nevertheless,  recognized  slavery  from 
the  beginning.  Not  until  the  latter  part  of  the  Middle  Ages,  and 
long  after  ancient  civilization  had  perished,  did  the  curse  of  slavery 
finally  disappear  from  European  lands. 

Studies 

I.  What  is  the  origin  of  our  words  <' pedagogue/'  "  symposium/'  *'  Thes- 
pian," **  circus,"  and  "  academy  "  ?  2.  Make  a  list  of  such  Roman  prsenomens 
as  you  have  met  in  your  reading.  3.  Write  a  letter  describing  an  imaginary 
visit  to  the  Theater  of  Dionysus  during  the  performance  of  a  tragedy. 
4.  Comment  on  the  contrasts  between  ancient  and  modern  cities.  5.  What 
did  civic  patriotism  mean  to  the  Greek  and  to  the  Roman  ?  6.  Do  you 
recall  any  stories  in  ancient  history  that  turn  upon  the  practice  of  exposure 

^  Xenophon,  CEconomicus,  v,  16.  >  See  page  53a. 
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and  a  fortunate  rescue?  7.  Explain  the  signiBcance  of  the  Romanes  three- 
fold name.  8.  Why  was  a  second  cognomen  sometimes  adopted  ?  Giye 
examples.  9.  Have  we  anything  to  learn  from  the  Greeks  about  the  impor- 
tance of  training  in  music?  10.  What  musical  instruments  are  shown  in  the 
illustration,  page  567?  ii.  What  were  the  schoolbooks  of  Greek  boys? 
12.  What  features  of  Athenian  education  are  noted  in  the  illustration,  page 
566  ?  13.  How  did  the  position  of  women  at  Athens  diifer  from  their 
position  in  Homeric  Greece?  14.  What  examples  of  romantic  attach- 
ments between  men  can  you  find  among  the  Greeks?  15.  Why  does  clas- 
sical literature  contain  almost  no  *' love  stories,"  or  novels?  16.  Describe 
the  toga.  17.  What  contrasts  exist  between  the  ancient  and  the  modern 
house?  18.  What  articles  of  Roman  house  furniture  can  you  identify  in  the 
illustration,  page  579?       19.   Describe  a  Roman  litter  (illustration,  page  585}. 

20.  What   differences  exist  between  an  ancient  and   a   modern    theater? 

21.  What  features  of  our  "  circus  "  recall  the  proceedings  at  the  Roman  games  ? 

22.  What  was  the  Hippodrome  at  Constantinople?  23.  What  took  the 
place  of  "Sunday''  to  the  Greeks  and  Romans?  24.  How  many  holidays 
(including  Sundays)  are  there  in  your  state?  How  do  they  compare  in  num- 
ber with  those  at  Rome  in  the  reign  of  Marcus  Aurelius?  25.  Describe  an 
Athenian  gravestone  (illustration,  page  594).  26.  Describe  a  coiumbarium 
(illustration,  page  596).  27.  From  an  economic  standpoint,  what  are  the 
great  evils  of  slavery  as  an  industrial  system?  28.  What  are  some  of  the 
moral  and  social  evils  of  slavery?  29.  How  did  slavery  solve  the  **  problem  ** 
of  domestic  service?  30.  Can  you  mention  one  very  striking  difference  be- 
tween classical  slavery  and  that  in  the  United  States  before  the  Civil  War? 
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224.  Characteristics  of  Classical  Art 

More  than  any  other  race  that  has  ever  lived,  the  Greeks  pos- 
sessed the  sense  of  beauty.  They  wanted  to  have  everything 
about  them  beautiful.  They  did  not  make  their  art  a  introdac- 
far-away  thing  to  be  enjoyed  only  on  rare  occasions,  tory. 
Greek  art  was  bound  up  with  all  the  details  of  Greek  life.  Not 
simply  in  buildings,  statues,  and  paintings,  but  in  the  minor  deco- 
rative arts  of  vase  painting  and  gem  engraving,  even  in  humble 
household  vessels  and  furniture,  the  refined  taste  of  the  Greeks 
displayed  itself.     They  touched  nothing  they  did  not  adorn. 

Greek  art  was  original.     This  does  not  mean  that  the  artists  of 
Greece  never  borrowed.     We  know  that  they  learned  origimjjty 
something  from    Oriental   craftsmen   and  from  the  of  Greek 
prehistoric  artists  who  flourished  in  the  ^Egean  Age.^  '^ 
But  the  Greeks  took  only  what  was  good  in  the  productions  of 

1  Sec  page  147. 
60X 
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other  nations  and  discarded  what  was  ugly,  conventional,    or 
grotesque. 

Greek  art^  again,  was  ideal.  It  did  not  make  immediate  useful- 
ness the  chief  end.  The  artist's  first  intention  was  to  impress  and 
Its  ideal  move  the  spectator  with  forms  of  ideal  loveliness, 
quality.  He  found  no  place  for  the  representation  of  things  re- 
pulsive or  sensational  or  vulgar.  The  masterpieces  of  Greek  art, 
without  exception,  have  strength,  nobility,  and  gracious  beauty. 

Finally,  we  may  say  that  at  its  best  the  art  of  the  Greeks  was 
characterized  by  clearness  and  simplicity.  They  seemed  to  feel 
Its  clear-  ^^  ^^^^  when  anything  was  exaggerated  or  in  bad  taste, 
ness  and  One  of  their  favorite  maxims  was,  ''  Do  nothing  in 
simplicity,  excess."  A  Greek  temple  never  has  one  part  of  it  too 
large  in  proportion  to  another,  or  too  much  decoration,  or  ornament 
in  the  wrong  place.  The  limbs  and  features  of  a  Greek  statue  are 
on  just  the  right  scale  for  each  other ;  head  and  body  are  always 
symmetrical.  For  these  reasons  the  productions  of  ancient  artists 
affect  us  with  a  sense  of  wonderful  accuracy  and  precision. 

Greek  art  had  a  history.  Throughout  a  long  life,  covering  at 
least  a  thousand  years,  it  passed  through  several  distinct  periods. 
Historical  There  was  an  early  age,  an  age  of  beginnings,  extending 
development  roughly  to  the  close  of  the  Persian  wars.  After  this 
of  Greek  art.  fQ^owed  a  glorious  century  and  a  half  during  which 
Greek  art  reached  its  highest  levels.  Then  in  Alexandrian  and 
Roman  times  came  the  period  of  gradual  decadence  or  decline. 
Great  as  were  the  productions  of  this  later  age,  they  did  not 
measure  up  to  the  standards  set  by  earlier  masterpieces. 

In  this  third  and  final  period  of  its  history  the  art  of  Greece 
merged  into  that  of  Rome.  Except  in  architecture,  Roman  art 
The  art  of  made  slight  pretense  to  originality.  Roman  artists 
the  Romans,  turned  to  Greek  masterpieces  for  inspiration.  Much 
of  the  so-called  Roman  art  was  the  product  of  Greek  crafbmen 
working  on  Italian  soil.  But  it  was  Rome  that  introduced  classical 
art  to  the  modem  world.    At  Rome,  almost  alone,  were  kept  an- 
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impaired  such  remains  of  the  Greek  artistic  genius  as  escaped  the 
barbarism  of  the  Middle  Ages.  If  we»look  to  ancient  Greece  for 
the  creation  of  the  ancient  masterpieces^  for  their  preservation  we 
look  to  ancient  Rome. 

226.    Greek  Arcliitectttre 

Unlike  the  architecture  of  Egypt,  where  some  of  the  most  ancient 
examples  exhibit  the  highest  excellence,  thar  of  Greece  can  be  traced 
from  crude  and  imperfect  forms.  The  edifices  at  My-  Building 
cense  or  Tiryns  present  slight  resemblance  to  the  superb  materials, 
architectural  creations  of  the  Age  of  Pericles.  In  the  prehistoric 
structures  only  the  lower  part  of  the  walls  was  composed  of  stone. 
The  upper  stories  consisted  of  timber  or  sun-dried  bricks.  The 
historic  Greeks  turned  to  other  building  materials.  It  was  their 
happy  fortune  to  possess  inexhaustible  quarries  of  white  marble, 
for  instance,  on  Mount  Pentelicus  ^  near  Athens  and  on  the  island 
of  Faros  in  the  ^gean.  These  beautiful  marbles  were  generally 
employed  for  temples  and  other  public  structures.  When  lime- 
stone was  used,  the  builders  gave  it  the  appearance  of  marble  by 
coating  the  surface  with  a  fine,  hard  stucco.  Baked  bricks,  so 
common  in  ancient  Babylonia,  were  not  manufactured  by  the 
Greeks  until  near  the  close  of  their  history. 

The  methods  of  Greek  builders  differed  in  several  respects  from 
those  used  at  the  present  time.    In  the  first  place,  lime  mortar 
was  not  employed  to  bind  together  the  masses  of  stone  Methods  of 
or  marble.     The  squared  or  rectangular  blocks,  all  of    construe- 

4^  All 

uniform  length  and  height,  were  laid  in  level  courses, 
and  fitted  each  to  each  with  extreme  nicety.     Metal  clamps  held 
the  blocks  in  a  firm  grip,  and  prevented  the  sliding  of  one  course 
of  masonry  upon  another. 

A  second  interesting  feature  of  Greek  architecture  was  the  use 

1  The  ancient  quarries  lie  &r  up  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  and  still  show  the 
marks  of  the  old  chisels.  Pentelic  marble  is  quarried  at  the  present  day,  and  is 
even  exported  to  the  United  States. 
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of  color.    The  uniform  white  or  golden  brown  aspect  of  existing 

temples  by  no  means  represents  their  original  appearance.     Time, 

the  winds,  and  the  rain  have  removed  all  but  traces 
Use  of  color. 

of  their  former   coloration.    Tints  were   sometimes 

employed  to  relieve  the  dazzling  whiteness  of  bare  marble  walls. 
It  was  more  usual  to  color  only  the  ornamental  parts  of  a  temple 
and  the  open  spaces  that  served  as  a  background  for  sculpture. 
The  Greeks  were  accustomed  to  a  bright  sun  and  a  clear  light,  and 
hence  could  endure  a  vividness  of  coloring  that  would  be  unpleas- 
ant to  modem  eyes. 

A  third  characteristic  of  Greek  architecture  was  the  absence  of 
the  arch.  The  Greeks  were  doubtless  familiar  with  this  important 
Absence  of  device,  but  until  the  Hellenistic  period  they  seem  to 
the  arch.  have  made  very  little  use  of  it.  As  far  as  we  know, 
they  never  employed  the  vaulted  ceiling  to  cover  large  spaces. 
All  their  temples  and  similar  buildings  had  only  the  flat  ceiling 
resting  on  long  rows  of  columns. 

The  column  probably  developed  from  the  rude  pillar  used  in 
timber  construction.  Its  earliest  form  was  the  wooden  post.  A 
Origin  of  the  survival  of  this  is  the  fluting  of  the  shaft,  which  repre- 
coiumn.  sents  the  grooved  surface  of  a  tree  trunk.    The  capital 

at  the  top  arose  from  the  flat,  wooden  slab  on  which  rested  the 
heavy  beam  of  the  roof. 

The  two  Greek  orders  of  architecture,  Doric  and  Ionic,*  are  dis- 
tinguished mainly  by  differences  in  the  treatment  of  the  column. 
The  Doric  The  Doric  column  has  no  base  of  its  own.  The  sturdy 
column.  shaft  is  grooved  lengthwise  with  some  twenty  flutings. 

The  capital  is  a  circular  band  of  stone  capped  by  a  square  blocks 
all  without  decoration.  The  mainland  of  Greece  was  the  peculiar 
home  of  the  Doric  order.  This  was  also  the  characteristic  style  of 
southern  Italy  and  Sicily. 

The  Ionic  column  rests  upon  a  base.  Its  shaft  is  tall  and  slen- 
der.    The  beautifully  carved  capital  swells  outward  into  two  spiral 

1  The  so-called  Corinthian  order  differs  from  the  Ionic  only  in  its  capitaL 
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rolls,  the  ends  of  which  are  curled  under  to  form  the  "  volutes." 
The  Ionic  order  flourished  particularly  in  Asia  Minor,  xh,  lontc 
It  was  well  known,  too,  at  Athens.  coimnn. 

In  contrast  with  the  simple,  unpretentious  houses  in  which  the 


Greeks  were  content  to  live,  their  public  buildings  were  often  of  a 
costly  and  elaborate  character.  Thus  their  places  Pnuic 
of  assembly  and  public  markets  were  frequently  sur-  tmiWinK"- 
rounded  with  colonnades  supported  by  marble  columns.  Such  a 
covered  walk,  or  stoa,  gave  protection  from  the  sun,  rain,  and  wind. 
Here  the  citizens  would  meet  to  discuss  matters  of  general  interest, 
and  here  the  philosophers  would  gather  their  disciples.    Olympia 
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possessed  an  especially  beautiliil  stoa.  The  gates  of  Greek  cities 
were  handsomely  built,  and  the  gateway  leading  into  the  Acropo- 
lis of  Athens  was  considered  a  model  of  architectute.  All  these 
buildings  have  now  disappeared.  But  sufficient  examples  of  the 
temples  remain  to  afford  a  clear  idea  of  their  nature. 


d.  Csri.lhiat                                       i.  Cci^pcaU 

t.  Tm 

Capitals 

The  highly  deconilire  CorinlhLan  iMipital,  modeled  o 

iic«ithuila«u,ci.meb 

.»l.  u  it.  nine  indicita 

tuili  Uaa  Ihe  Ionic  ind  Curinlhuin  inta  une  onwtewh 

1*.    TM.  ind  the  pbin  T 

Temple  B. 


The  temple  was  the  chief  structure  in  a  Greek  city.  It  was 
very  simple  in  outline  —  merely  a  rectangular  building  provided 
with  doors,  but  without  windows.  Around  it  was  a 
singleoradouble  row  of  columns.  Above  them  rose  the 
architrave,  a  plain  band  of  massive  stones  which  reached  from  one 
column  to  another  and  supported  the  upper  part  of  the  building. 
Then  came  the  frieze,  adorned  with  sculptured  reliefs,  then  the 
horizontal  cornice,  and  at  the  ends  of  the  building  the  triangular 
pediments  formed  by  the  sloping  roof.  The  pediments  were 
sometimes  decorated  with  statues.  Since  the  temple  was  not 
intended  to  hold  a  congregation  of  worshipers,  but  only  to  contain 
the  image  of  the  god,  the  interior  usually  had  little  ornamentation. 
Greek  temples  were  not  very  large,  for  hugeness  was  no  object 
to  the  builders.  They  were  not  even  lavishly  decorated.  Their 
beauty  lies,  most  of  all,  in  their  harmonious  proportions  and  per- 
fect symmetry.     In  the  best  examples  of  the  Greek  temple  there 
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are^  for  instance,  no  straight  lines.  The  columns  are  not  set  at 
equal  intervals,  but  closer  together  near  the  corners  of  the  build- 
ing. The  shafts  of  the  columns,  instead  of  tapering  uniqueness 
upward  at  a  uniform  rate,  swell  slightly  toward  the  of  the  Greek 
center.  The  artistic  eyes  of  the  Greeks  delighted  in  **"P^*- 
such  subtle  curves.  These  characteristics  make  a  classical  temple 
unique  of  its  kind.^ 

226.   Greek  Sculpture 

The  greatest  achievement  of  the  Greeks  in  art  was  their  sculpture. 
Roman  artists  surpassed  them  in  the  creation  of  massive  architec- 
tural works;  modern  artists  have  surpassed  them  in  xh^Qj^^ 
painting.     In  sculpture  the  Greeks  still  remain  un-  genius  in 
excelled.  sculpture. 

In  spite  of  all  the  marvelous  wealth  of  sculpture  that  once  adorned 
the  temples  and  other  public  buildings  in  Greece,  the  existing 
remains  are  very  scanty.    The  statues  of  gold   and  j^ossofthe 
ivory  vanished  long  ago.     The  bronze  statues,  formerly  master- 
numbered  by  thousands,  have  nearly  all  gone  into  the  P^*^®®* 
melting  pot.*    Sculptures  in  marble  were  turned  into  mortar  or 
used  as  building  materials.    Those  which  escaped  such  a  fate  were 
often  ruined  by  wanton  mutilation  and  centuries  of  neglect.     There 
exists  to-day  but  one  Greek  statue  which  is  certainly  the  production 
of  an  ancient  master.'     In  the  destruction  of  the  Greek  sculptures 
the  world  has  suffered  a  loss  that  can  never  be  repaired.    The 
examples  we  still  possess  are  mainly  marble  copies,  made  in  Roman 
times  from  Greek  originals.     It  is  as  if  the  paintings  by  the  old 
masters  of  Europe,  four  centuries  ago,  were  now  known  only  in  the 
reproductions  by  modern  artists  of  inferior  powers. 

1  For  illustrations  of  Greek  temples,  see  pages  163, 179,  231. 

*  In  Z900-1901  a  number  of  Greek  bronzes  and  marbles  were  recovered  from 
the  bottom  of  the  Mediterranean,  near  the  island  of  Cythera  (Cerigo).  They  had 
once  formed  the  cargo  of  a  shipwrecked  vessel  whose  rotting  timbers  lay  imbedded 
in  the  mud  beside  them. 

■  The  Hermes  of  Praxiteles.    See  page  611. 
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The  Greek  sculptor  worked  with  a  variety  of  materials.     Wood 

was  in   common  use   during  primitive  times.     Terra  cotta  was 

employed  at  all  periods  for  statuettes  a  few  inches  in 
Matorials. 

height.^    Productions  in  gold  and  ivory,  fix>ni    the 

costliness  of  these  objects,  were  extremely  rare.  But  some  colos- 
sal statues,  such  as  that  of  the  Parthenon  Athena,*  were  richly 
overlaid  with  gold  and  ivory  upon  an  inner  figure  of  wood.  Bronze 
was  the  favorite  material  of  some  of  the  most  eminent  artists. 
Above  all,  the  Greek  sculptor  relied  on  the  beautiful  marbles  in 
which  his  country  abounded.  Their  exquisite  variations  in  light 
and  shade  and  soft,  warm  coloring  made  them  far  more  effective 
for  sculpture  than  the  cold,  unchanging  whiteness  of  the  Italian 
marbles  which  were  used  during  Roman  times  and  in  later  days. 

The  methods  employed  by  the  ancient  sculptor  differed  in  some 
respects  from  those  followed  by  his  modern  successors.  Quite 
Tochnical  commonly,  a  Greek  marble  statue  or  group  was  built 
processoB.  up  out  of  several  parts.  The  joining  was  accomplished 
with  such  skill  as  to  escape  ordinary  observation.  Further- 
more, the  artist  made  little  use  of  full-sized  clay  models  to  be 
copied  in  the  marble  with  the  help  of  exact  measurements.  The 
greatest  sculptors  worked  free-hand,  guiding  themselves  mostly  by 
the  eye.  The  preliminary  work  of  hewing  out  from  the  rough 
was  done  by  means  of  chisels.  The  surface  of  the  marble  after- 
wards received  a  careful  polishing  with  the  file,  and  also  with  sand. 

The  final  process  concerned  the  application  of  color.     Marble 

statues  were  always  more  or  less  painted.    The  coloring  seems  to 

have  been  done  with  great  restraint,  being  applied,  as 
Tfst  of  color. 

a  rule,  only  to  the  features  and  draperies.     Still,  it  is 

worth  while  to  remember  that  the  pure  white  statues  of  modem 

sculptors  would  not  have  satisfied  Greek  artists  of  the  classical 

age. 

Greek  sculpture  existed  in  the   two  forms  of  bas-reliefs  and 

statuary  in  the  round.     Reliefs  were  chiefly  used  for  temple  pedi- 

1  See  page  615.  ^  gee  the  plate  ta/ang  page  6o8. 
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ments  and  friezes,  and  also  for  the   many  grave  monuments. 
Statues  consisted  of  the  images  of  the  gods  set  up  in  their  shrines, 
the  sculptures  dedicated  as  offerings  to  divinities,  and  varieties 
the  figures  of  statesmen,  generals,  and  victorious  ath-  of  Greek 
letes  raised  in  public  places  and  sanctuaries.  sculpture. 

This  list  will  show  how  many  were  the  opportunities  which  the 
ancient  sculptor  enjoyed.  The  service  of  religion  created  a  constant 
demand  for  his  genius.  The  numerous  athletic  contests  importance 
and  the  daily  sports  of  the  gymnasium  gave  him  a  ofthesculp- 
chance  to  study  living  models  in  the  handsome,  finely-  *****  *'** 
shaped  bodies  of  the  contestants.  With  such  inspiration  it  is  not 
remarkable  that  sculpture  reached  so  high  a  development  in  ancient 
Greece. 

227.   Development  of  Greek  Scttlpture. 

The  Greeks  made  rapid  progress  in  the  domain  of  sculpture. 
Barely  two  centuries  and  a  half  elapsed  between  the  rudest  marble 
statues  and  the  finest  products  of  the  ancient  artist.  ^^^^ «,  ^^^ 
A  good  example  of  early  sculpture  is  seen  in  the  riorofMara- 
gravestone  of  Aristion,^  which  belongs  to  the  latter  ^^^' 
part  of  the  sixth  century  B.C.  Its  primitive  character  is  shown  by 
certain  inaccuracies  of  detail.  Thus  the  soldier's  right  hand  is 
drawn  like  a  foot,  and  his  eye  is  given  in  full  face  instead  of  in 
profile.  The  artist  has  been  unable  to  pose  the  figure  in  an  easy 
attitude.  It  is  stiff  and  rigid.  Yet  the  worlehas  a  certain  freshness 
of  spirit  and  vigor  of  execution  which  hold  forth  promise  of  rich 
development. 

How  great  an  advance  Greek  sculpture  had  made  by  the  middle  of 
the  fifth  century  is  illustrated  by  the  striking  figure  of  the  Discobolus.' 
Though  the  bronze  original  has  perished,  we  possess  ^^^ 
several  excellent  copies  in  marble  of  this  famous  work.  **  Discus- 
The  statue  represents  a  young  man,  perhaps  an  athlete  ^°'^^^' 
at  the  Olympian  games,  who  is  bending  forward  to  hurl  the  discus. 

1  See  the  illustration,  page  195.  ^  See  the  illustration,  page  161. 
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His  body  is  thrown  violently  to  the  left  with  a  twisting  action  that 
brings  every  muscle  into  play.  The  whole  conception  is  full  of 
life  and  energy. 

Of  all  the  masters  that  flourished  in  the  fifth  century  none  had 
a  greater  reputation  than  Phidias  the  Athenian.  He  gained 
The  Parthe-  ^^^  hoth  as  architect  and  sculptor.  Pericles  made 
non  sculp-  him  his  counselor  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  embel- 
tares.  lishment  of  Athens.     Phidias  superintended  the  erec- 

tion of  those  marvelous  structures  which  crowned  the  Acropolis. 
The  exquisite  sculptures  of  the  Parthenon,^  if  not  by  his  hand,  at 
any  rate  were  executed  under  his  direction.  He  was  also  the 
creator  of  two  huge  statues  of  gold  and  ivory,  one  at  Olympia  and 
the  other  at  Athens.  Despite  the  loss  of  these  famous  works,  the 
Parthenon  sculptures  are  enough  to  justify  the  renown  which 
Phidias  enjoyed  throughout  antiquity. 

Some  authorities  ascribe  to  the  pupils  of  Phidias  a  statue  which 
has  been  called  the  most  beautiful  in  existence  —  the  Aphrodite 
TheAph-  ofMelos.*  It  was  discovered  in  1820  on  the  island 
rodite  of  bearing  that  name.  The  statue  consists  of  two  princi- 
pal  pieces,  joined  together  across  the  folds  of  the 
drapery.  The  strong,  serene  figure  of  the  goddess  sets  forth  the 
Greek  ideal  of  female  loveliness  at  its  best.  Of  all  ancient 
statues  none  has  been  more  generally  and  more  justly  admired. 

The  most  eminent  of  fourth-century  sculptors  was  Praxiteles. 
Ancient  treatises  on  art  catalogue  some  fifty  of  his  productions. 
The^'Marble  Nearly  all  deal  with  mythological  subjects.  Some  of 
Faun."  them  still  exist  in  copies,  such  as  the  so-called  "  Marble 

Faun." '     It  is  one  of  the  two  statues  which  the  sculptor  himself 

1  The  sculptures  of  the  Parthenon  are  elsewhere  described  in  detail  (pages  630- 

631). 

3  More  commonly  known  as  the  Venus  of  Milo.    Most  art  critics  consider  it 

a  work  dating  from  about  xoo  B.C.  Copies  of  two  other  famous  statues  of  the  god- 
dess are  in  existence  —  the  Venus  de  Medici  in  the  Uffizi  Gallery,  Florence,  and 
the  Aphrodite  of  Cnidus  in  the  Vatican  at  Rome.    See  the  plate  facing  page  609. 

*  The  American  novelist  Hawthorne  has  made  this  statue  £unous  by  his  book 
called  TAg  Marble  Faun,    See  the  plate  facing  page  608. 
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is  said  to  have  most  prized  of  all  his  works.  The  figure  repre- 
sents a  youthful  satyr.  His  body  rests  on  a  tree  trunk ;  his  right 
hand  holds  a  pipe  which  he  has  evidently  just  been  pla3dng.  A 
leopard  skin  is  thrown  across  his  chest.  In  earlier  times  a  satyr 
was  represented  under  a  graceful,  half-animal  form.  But  Prax- 
iteles has  dropped  the  animal  characteristics  to  show  us  a  being 
human  in  every  respect  save  the  pointed  ears.  The  sculpture 
conveys  the  idea  of  a  happy,  playful  creature  of  the  woodlands. 

The  world  is  fortunate  in  still  possessing  one  original  statue  by 
Praxiteles.  This  precious  relic  was  found  in  1877  at  Olympia,  on 
the  very  spot  where  an  ancient  Greek  traveler  had  xh» 
described  its  existence.  The  statue  exhibits  Hermes  Hermes, 
carrying  the  youthful  Dionysus  whom  Zeus  had  confided  to  his 
care.  Though  one  of  the  minor  works  by  Praxiteles,  to  us  the 
statue  has  first  importance.  It  is  the  sole  production  by  an 
acknowledged  master  of  Greek  sculpture  that  has  survived  the 
wreck  of  time.  Neither  photograph  nor  cast  gives  a  satisfactory 
idea  of  its  beauty.  The  symmetrical  body  of  Hermes  is  ^ultlessly 
modeled.  The  poise  of  the  head  is  full  of  dignity,  the  expression 
of  the  face  is  refined  and  thoughtful.  Manly  strength  and  beauty 
have  never  been  better  embodied  than  in  this  work. 

A  group  of  famous  statues,  sometimes  ascribed  to  Praxiteles,  is 
that  of  Niobe  and  Her  Children.     According  to  ancient  legend, 
Niobe  had  aroused  the  anger  of  Leto  by  boasting  that  jfi^^  ^^^ 
she  had  seven    stalwart  sons    and  sevenkblooming  HerChU- 
daughters,  while   Leto   had  borne  only  Apollo  and       "^ 
Artemis.     Niobe  was  punished  by  the  loss  of  all  her  children, 
whom  the  archer  god  and  goddess  slew  with  their  deadly  arrows. 
The  original  group  of  sculptures,  representing  the  punishment  of 
Niobe,  probably  contained  eighteen  statues.     The  central  figure 
in  one  of  the  copies  shows  the  grief-stricken  mother,  as  she  seeks 
to  shelter  with  arms  and  mantle  her  youngest  daughter  who  kneels 
terrified  at  her  feeL^    The  artist  has  treated  his  subject  with  much 

1  See  the  plate  fiicing  page  608. 
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delicacy.     There  is  no  attempt  to  reproduce  the  physical  anguish, 
the  painful  contortions,  of  death  by  violence. 

An  admirable  statue  belonging  to  the  latter  part  of  the  fourth 
century  is  the  Apoxyomenus.^  It  represents  an  athlete  rubbing  his 
u  ^^0^0  arm  with  a  flesh-scraper  to  remove  the  oil  and  sand 
using  tho  of  the  palestra,  or  exercising  ground.  His  slender 
strigii.  fonn  suggests  quickness  and  agility  rather  than  brute 

strength.    His   face,    though    refined,  lacks    something  of    the 
radiant  charm  seen  in  the  Hermes. 

Some  of  the  best  work  of  Hellenistic  sculptors  was  accomplished 
at  the  important  art  center  of  Rhodes.*  The  most  celebrated 
ThoLaoc-  production  of  the  Rhodian  artists  is  the  Laocoon 
o5n  group,  group.'  This  is  an  original  work,  found  at  Rome  in 
1506.  Like  many  other  Greek  sculptures,  it  consists  of  several 
pieces  joined  together  with  great  care.  The  subject  is  the  pun- 
ishment inflicted  on  Laocoon,  a  Trojan  priest,  together  with  his 
two  sons.  A  pair  of  large  serpents,  sent  by  the  offended  gods, 
have  seized  the  unhappy  victims.  Laocoon,  enveloped  in  their 
folds,  sees  his  children  dying  before  his  eyes  and  himself  expires 
in  mortal  agony.  The  entire  group  is  a  wonderful  study  of  physi- 
cal suffering.  A  repulsive  subject  has  been  rendered  with  ex- 
ceeding skill.     But  it  is  not  the  noblest  art. 

Nobler  and  more  truly  pathetic  is  the  figure  of  the  Dying  Gaul, 
erroneously  called  the  Dying  Gladiator.  It  represents  a  Gaul 
Tho  Dying  who  in  battle  has  fallen  on  his  sword,  to  avoid  a  shame- 
Gaul,  fui  slavery.  Overcome  by  the  faintness  of  death,  he 
sinks  upon  his  shield,  his  head  drops  heavily  forward,  his  brows 
are  knit  with  pain,  his  lips  are  parted  in  a  final  sigh.  With  all  its 
powerful  realism,  the  statue  shows  nothing  violent  or  revolting. 
It  is  a  somber  tragedy  in  stone. 

Other  productions  of  the  Hellenistic  sculptors  had  more 
pleasing  themes.^     In  some  respects  nothing  could  be  finer  than 

1  See  the  illustration,  page  163.      3  See  page  288.      *  See  the  plate  facing  page  398. 
*  See  the  relief  sculptures  on  the  "  Alexander  "  sarcophagus  (plate  &cing  page  278). 
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the  Victory*   recentiy  found  on  the  island  of  Samothrace.     It 
commemorates  a  naval  battle  fought  in  306  B.C.     The  statue,  con- 
siderably above  life  size,  stood  on  a  pedestal  having  yi^^^^ 
the  form  of  a  ship's  prow.     The  goddess  of  Victory  of  S«mo- 
was  probably  represented  holding  a  trumpet  to  her  *^*^' 
lips  with  her  right  hand.    The  fresh  ocean  breeze  has  blown  her 
garments  back  into  tumultuous  folds.     The  cold  marble  seems 
to  thrill  with  energy  and  life.     No  better  expression  of  movement 
has  been  left  to  us  by  ancient  art. 

228.    Greek  Painting 

Painting,  of  all  the  varieties  of  art,  holds  forth  least  promise 
of  immortality.    The  productions  by  the  ancient  painters  have 
disappeared,  and  only  the  names  of  the  artists  and  Hojuinn^ 
some   stories   of  their  achievements   havs   survived,    easel  paint- 
We  know,  however,  that  Greek  painting  enjoyed  a  ^** 
high  reputation  in  antiquity.     Besides  the  prehistoric  Cretan  fres- 
coes, there  still  exist  some  examples  of  wall  paintings,  the  work 
of  Italian  craflsmen,  but  thoroughly  Greek  in  character.     In  mu- 
ral work  of  this  description  the  colors  were  laid  with  a  brush 
upon  a  groundwork  of  wet  plaster.     Easel  painting,  which  flour- 
ished from  the  fourth  century  b.c,  was  done  in  water-color  on 
tablets  of  wood,  or  more  rarely,  of  stone.    The  use  of  oils  in  paint- 
ing was  unknown  in  ancient  times. 

The  Greeks  were  also  familiar  with  a  third  method  of  painting, 

the  so-called  encaustic  process.     In  encaustic  work  the  colors 

were  ground  in  heated   liquid  wax  and  applied  to 

.  HlniatoreB. 

wooden  or  ivory  objects.     The  process  was  tedious 

and  difficult,  and  hence  was  only  employed  for  small  pictures 
similar  to  our  miniatures.  The  dry  climate  of  Egypt  has  pre- 
served some  admirable  specimens  of  this  art.  The  portraits  are 
remarkably  lifelike.  Many  of  the  faces,  indeed,  are  most  modem 
in  appearance.' 

1  See  the  plate  facing  page  990.  s  See  the  plate  facing  page  608. 
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In  the  absence  of  pictures  by  the  great  Greek  masters  an  es- 
pecial interest  attaches  to  the  painted  pottery  of  their  period. 
Vmb  Tombs  and  sanctuaries  in  Greece  and   Italy   have 

painting.  yielded  many  thousands  of  ancient  vases.'  The  terra 
"  Etruscan,"  by  which  they  are  populariy  known,  is  inacairate  since 
neariy  all  the  vases  are  of  Greek  origin.     Large  quantities  of  this 
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painted  earthenware  were  used  for  funeral  purposes.  In  daily 
life  pottery  took  the  place  of  our  modern  china  and  had  as  much 
an  ornamental  as  a  useful  object.  The  vases  were  shaped  with 
the  potter's  wheel  into  a  variety  of  forms,  and  after  careful  firing 
were  ready  for  the  process  of  decoration. 
Two  methods  were  followed  in  the  painting  of  Greek  vases.  In 
•  See  the  illustralions  of  vase  painlings,  pages  189,  193,  566,  583. 
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the  earlier  or  black-figured  pottery  the  figures  were  painted  in 
black  on  the  red  glazed  surface  of  the  vase.    The  red-figured 
vases,  that  later  became  popular,  were  made  by  cover-  Bi«ck-flj- 
ing  with  the  black  paint  the  entire  surface  except  the  J 
figures,  which  were  left  in  the  ruddy  color  of  the  clay. 

Greek  vases  are  remarkable  for  their  artistic  excellence.  There 
exist  perhaps  no 
two  painted  vases 
absolutely  iden- 
tical. The  work- 
man despised  mere 
copying,  and  did 
not  even  depend 
on  pat-  Beauty  of 
terns.  Or*«kT»M». 
If  ordinary  crafts- 
men could  produce 
the  beautiful  vase 
paintings  found  i 


Three  Terra  Cotta  Stattettes 


Gnn  findi  from  Tanagn  in  BiEot».    They  date  from  ihe 
cloK  of  Ihe  founh  centuiy  B.C. 

wonders  what  must 

have  been  the  creations  of  the  masters  of  the  pictorial  art. 

22S.  The  Minor  Arts  in  Greece 
Baked  clay  was  the  material,  not  only  of  vases,  but  also  of 
ornamental  statuettes.  The  first  terra  cottas  were  made  by  mod- 
eling the  figure  in  a  solid  mass,  but  later  the  use  of  Ten>  cotta 
a  mold  became  customary.  These  statuettes,  the  least  •t«ta>tte». 
costly  of  all  works  of  art,  served  as  offerings  to  the  gods,  as  fune- 
real objects  for  tombs,  and  as  household  ornaments.  They 
represent  not  only  creatures  of  mytholt^ical  fancy,  but  men  and 
women  in  their  ordinary  occupations,  and  children  and  animals 
besides.  The  statuettes,  as  well  as  the  vase  paintings,  show  us  the 
everyday  life  of  classical  antiquity. 
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The  Greeks  in  metal  working  surpassed  the  best  achievements 
of  their  Oriental  competitors.  Our  museums  are  stocked  with  a 
ji^ttl  multitude  of  objects,  such  as  bronze  minora,  lamps, 

wmUos.  armor,  gold  ornaments,  and  silver  vases,  once  buried 
in  graves  or  hidden  from  the  greed  of  man  in  spots  nov  acci- 
dentally discovered. 


Two  Gkeek  Gems 

A,  Mukeum  of  Fjiw  Aru,  Bo*b>ii.    An  inlaslio  TcpreicDtlDg  the  inumph  of  Auguilui,  tbe 

i,  MuKum,  VieDna.  Aciun«>,culiiiuidODyi,|Mitn]'uig  Fulemy  PhilHSelpfaui,  kint  of 
Egypli  and  bit  wiSt  AninoV, 

In  gem  engraving  the  Greeks  have  never  been  excelled.  The 
earlier  gems,  some  of  which  date  from  ^gean  times,  are  all  in- 
0«n  M-  taglios  ;  that  is,  stones  on  which  the  design  is  hollowed 

giaTlng.  out  Gems  of  this  character  were  engraved  with  a 
name  or  device  for  the  sealing  of  documents.  Impressions  of 
them  are  often  found  on  terra  cotta  tablets.  In  Alexandrian  and 
Roman  times  precious  stones  were  much  worn  as  personal  orna- 
ments. Such  gems,  called  cameos,  bear  a  design  in  relief,  fre- 
quently a  very  fine  portraiture.  Nothing  can  exceed  their  delicate 
beauty.    They  rank  among  the  perfect  creations  of  Greek  art 

In  the  making  of  coins  the  Greek  genius  likewise  exhibited  its 
supremacy.    The  earliest  coins,  as  we  have  learned,*  were  struck 

1  See_page  84. 
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by  Lydian  monarchs  in  the  eighth  century  B.C.    The  invention 
was  soon  adopted  by  the  Greeks,  who  developed  it  into  a  real  art. 
Almost  every  Hellenic  city  had  its  own  series  of  silver 
coins,  besides  occasional  issues  of  bronze  and  gold.   Colu. 
The  finest  examples  were  produced  in  Sicily. 

Greek  coins,  as  well  as  our  own,  were  struck  on  a  die.    The 
artistic  superiority  of  ancient  over  modem  coins  is  due,  in  a 
measure,  to  changed  conditions  p.rtgrtion 
of  manufacture.    Modern  coins,  ofGiMk 
intended  to  be  piled  one  upon  "* 
another,  are  necessarily  flat.     Ancient  coins, 
being  always  more  or  less  globular,  permitted 
the  stamping  of  an  image  on  them  in  high 
relief     But  this  is  only  a  partial  explana- 
tion ;  the  underlying  reason  is  found  in  that 
Greek  feeling  for  beauty  which  impressed 
itself  upon  everything  which  the  hands  of  a 
Greek  workman  made.' 

230.    Roman  Architecture 
In   architecture    the   Romans   achieved 
preeminence.    The  temples  and  other  pub- 
lic works  of  Greece  seem  almost  insignifi-       A  Silver  coin  of 
cant  beside  the  stupendous  edifices  raised 
by  Roman  genius  in  every  province  of  the 
empire.    The  ability  of  the  Romans  to  build    ' 
on  so  large  a  scale  arose  from  their  use  of     "■"■""■ 
vaulted  constructions.     Knowledge  of  the  round  arch  passed  over 
from  the  Orient  to  the  Etruscans,  and  from  them  to  The«reh 
the  Romans.'     At  first  the  arch  was  employed  mainly  f^^^ 
for  gates,  drainage  sewers,  aqueducts,  and  bridges.     In  boiiaing*. 
imperial  times,  this  device  was  adopted  to  permit  the  construction 

« the  fronlispcce. 
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of  vast  buildings  with  overarchiDg  domes.  The  principle  of  the 
dome  has  inspired  some  of  the  finest  creations  of  ancient  and 
modem  architecture. 

The  Romans  for  many  of  their  buildings  made  much  use  of 
concrete.  Its  chief  ingredient  yrzs  pozzolana,  a  volcanic  ash  found 
Roman  use  ^^  g^®^^  abundance  near  Rome  and  other  sites.  The 
of  concrete  pozzolana,  when  mixed  with  lime  and  sand,  formed  a 
and  rabble.  ^^^  strong  cement.  This  material  was  poured  in  a 
fluid  state  into  timber  casings,  where  it  quickly  set  and  hardened. 
Small  pieces  of  stone,  called  rubble,  were  also  forced  down  into 
the  cement  to  give  it  additional  stability.  Thus  foundations,  walls, 
and  arches  were,  so  to  speak,  cast  solid.  They  were  usually  faced 
with  brick,  which  in  turn  might  be  covered  with  thin  slabs  of  marble. 
The  brick  and  the  marble  were  omamental.  It  was  the  concrete 
and  the  rubble  which  gave  buildings  composed  of  them  their  great 
durability,  and  made  Rome  the  "  Eternal  City." 

The  triumphs  of  Roman  architecture  were  not  confined  chiefly 
to  sacred  edifices.     Roman  temples,  indeed,  are  mostly  copies 

from  the  Greek.  In  comparison  with  their  originals, 
Temples.  « 

they  lack  grace  and  refinement.  The  florid  Corin- 
thian and  Composite  replace  the  purer  Doric  and  Ionic  orders. 
There  is  less  accuracy  in  the  masonry  fitting,  and  far  less  careful 
attention  to  details  of  construction.  A  frequent  departure  from 
Greek  models  is  found  in  the  restriction  of  the  rows  of  pillars  to 
the  front  of  the  building,  while  the  sides  and  rear  are  lined  with 
"engaged"  columns  to  give  the  idea  of  a  colonnade.*  More 
characteristically  Roman  are  vaulted  temples,  such  as  the  Pan- 
theon,* where  the  circular  dome  is  faced  with  a  Greek  portico. 
Roman  basilicas,  of  which  only  the  ruins  are  now  in  existence, 

were  once  found  in  every  city.    These  were  buildings 

for  the  use  of  judges  and  merchants.  The  chief 
feature  of  a  basilica  was  the  long  central  nave  divided  by  pillars 
from  the  side  aisles.     At  one  end  there  was  often  a  circular  arched 

1  See  the  illustration,  page  49a  *  See  the  illustration,  page  457. 
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recess  —  the  apse  —  where  the  judges  held  court.  This  arrange- 
ment of  the  interior  bears  some  resemblance  to  the  plan  of  the 
early  Christian  church  with  its  choir,  nave,  and  forest  of  columns. 
It  is  probable,  however,  that  we  must  seek  the  origin  of  Christian 
architecture  in  the  airium  and  peristyle  of  a  large  Roman  house. 


ItTTBtUOK   VIBW  OP  THE  ULflAN   BASILICA   (RESTORATION) 

AKtuntionoftheftmctuRiiKbeFonimorTnJuiiilRoBic.' 

Perhaps  the  most  imposing,  and  certainly  among  the  most  useful, 
of  Roman  structures  were  the  aqueducts.'  There  were  sixty-eight 
in  Italy  and  the  provinces.  No  less  than  fourteen 
supplied  the  capital  city  with  water.  The  aqueducts 
usually  rail  under  the  surface  of  the  ground  as  do  our  water  pipes. 
They  were  carried  on  arches  only  across  depressions  and  valleys. 
The  Claudian  Aqueduct  ran  for  thirty-six  miles  underground  and 
for  only  nine  and  a  half  miles  on  arches.  Though  these  monu- 
ments were  intended  simply  as  engineering  works,  their  heavy 
masses  of  rough  masonry  produce  an  inspiring  sense  of  power.* 

1  See  (he  illustrations,  pagrs  348.  469. 
called  the  Caflos  de  Carmona.  through  which  water  has  flowed  for  over  two  thou- 
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The  abundant  water  supply  furnished  by  the  aqueducts  was 
connected  with  a.  system  of  great  public  baths,  or  Iherma. 
Scarcely  a  town  or  village  throughout  the  empire 
lacked  one  or  more  such  buildings.  Those  at  Rome 
were  constTucted  on  a  scale  of  magnificence,  of  which  we  can  fonn 
but  a  slight  conception  from  the  ruins  now  in  existence.  In  ad- 
dition to  many  elaborate  arrangements  for  the  bathers,  the  Aermtx 


INTBKIOR.  View  of  the  Baths  of  Cakacalla  (Restoration) 

included  lounging  and  reading  rooms,  tibiaries,  gymnasia,  even 
museums  and  galleries  of  art.  The  baths,  indeed,  were  splendid 
clubhouses,  open  at  little  or  no  expense  to  every  citizen  of  the 
metropolis. 

A  very  characteristic  example  of  Roman  building  is  found  in  the 
triumphal  arches.'  Their  sides  were  adorned  with  bas-reliefs,  set- 
Ttjampiud  ''"8  forth  the  principal  scenes  of  a  successful  cam- 
•ictiet  and     paign.    Memorial  structures,  called  columns  of  victory,* 

and  column  have  been  frequently  imitated  by  modem  architects. 

>  See  the  illuitration,  page  505.  "  See  the  illustralioni,  poga  361, 456. 
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The  palaces  of  Roman  emperors  and  nobles,  together  with  their 
luxurious  country  houses,  or  villas,  have  all  disappeared.  A  like 
fate  has  befallen  the  enormous  circuses,  such  as  the 


Constantinople.  The  Roman  theaters  that  still  survive  »Bi  ampU- 
reproduce,  in  most  respects,  the  ^miliar  outlines  of  '  "* 
the  Greek  structures.  In  the  amphitheaters,  where  animal  shows 
and  gladiatorial  combats  were  exhibited,  we  have  a  genuinely  Roman 
invention.  The  gigantic  edifice,  called  the  Colosseum,*  in  its  way 
as  truly  typifies  Roman  architectural  genius  as  the  Parthenon  rep- 
resents at  its  best  that  of  the  Greeks. 

231.    Romaa  Sculptore  and  Painting 
The  Romans,  in  sculpture,  did  not  exhibit  the  original  powers 
which  they  revealed  in  architecture.    At  first,  Rome  was  content 
to  pillage  the  Greek  world  of 

.      ;  ,        .         .  .,       ImlUtlve 

Its  finest  productions  in  marble  charactn 
and    bronze.    As    the    taste  of  Roman 
for  art  became  more  general,   **"  P™"' 
Greek  sculptors  were  attracted  to  Rome, 
where  they  readily  found  purchasers  for 
their  imitations  or  copies  of  classic  works. 
The  capital  city  became  an  art  museum, 
crammed  with  the  loveliest  creations  of 
antiquity.     This  Hellenic  influence  made 
it  very  difficult  for  a  native  Roman  sculp- 
ture to  maintain  an  existence.     Only  in 
portrait  statues  and  bas-reliefs  do  we  find         a  Rohan  Cameo 
evidence  of  independence  and  originality,     ponnii  of  1  Touih  cut  ia 
The  art  of  portrait  sculpture  arose  from  ""Jony-.  p™b.Wy  of  ib.  lint 
the  old  custom  of  preserving  in  the  house 
representations    of    departed    ancestors.*     The    earliest    images. 
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molded  in  wax,  were  intended  simply  as  faithful  pictures,  not  as 
works  of  art  When  bronze  and  marble  took  the  place  of  wax. 
Portrait  ^^  same  idea  prevailed  o/  presenting  the  individual 
•cnlpture.  appearance  with  the  utmost  exactness.  This  kind  of 
sculpture  made  a  natural  appeal  to  the  practical-minded  Roman, 
who  could  not  always  appreciate  the  ideal  character  of  Greek 
masterpieces.  A  vast  number  of  portrait  statues/  all  by  nameless 
craftsmen,  show  us  the  features  of  the  Roman  emperors,  as  well  as 
those  of  many  Romans  of  lesser  fame. 

Some  of  the  relief  sculptures  also  illustrate  this  Roman  tend- 
ency toward  realism  in  art.  In  the  representation  of  histori- 
cal scenes  the  Romans  wished  to  see  what  actually 
happened,  whether  the  details  of  a  march,  a  battle,  or 
a  triumph.  The  bas-reliefs  from  the  Arch  of  Titus  *  impress  us 
at  once  with  a  sense  of  their  reality.  Though  executed  in  marble, 
it  is  a  living,  moving  pageant  which  we  witness.  In  these  reliefs 
or  in  those  from  Trajan's  Column,  describing  the  Dacian  War, 
sculpture  well-nigh  loses  itself  in  the  realm  of  painting. 

Our  knowledge  of  Roman  painting  is  almost  wholly  confined  to 
the  wall  paintings  found  at  Rome,  Herculaneum,  and  Pompeii. 
WaU  What  has  'survived  is  apparently  the  work  of  ordinary 

paintings.  craftsmen,  who,  if  not  Greeks,  were  deeply  affected  by 
the  Greek  spirit.  Most  of  the  scenes  they  depict  are  taken  from 
classical  mythology.  The  coloring  is  very  rich  ;  and  the  peculiar 
shade  of  red  used  is  known  to-day  by  the  name  of  "  Pompeian  red." 
These  bright,  gay  paintings  must  have  added  much  to  the  attrac- 
tiveness of  an  ancient  house.  The  practice  of  mural  painting  passed 
over  from  the  Romans  to  European  artists,  who  have  employed  it 
in  the  splendid  frescoes  of  medieval  and  modern  churches. 

Mosaic  pictures,  executed  with  small  cubes  of  colored  stone  or 

glass,  formed  a  common  decoration  for  pavements  and 

walls.    One  of  the  finest  in  existence,  the  Alexander 

Mosaic,  was  discovered  at  Pompeii.     It  is  probably  a  copy  of 

1  See  the  illustration,  page  456.  ^  See  the  plate  &cing  page  45a. 
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a  famous  Greek  painting.  Mosaic  work  is  still  another  art  which 
modem  craftsmen  have  learned  from  the  ancient  masters  without 
excelling  them. 

232.   Artistic  Athens 

The  two  chief  cities  of  the  classical  world,  the  two  cities  with 
whose  history  our  narrative  has  been  most  concerned,  are  likewise 
the  places  of  greatest  interest  to  the  student  of  ancient  j^^j^^^  ^^ 
art.     Athens  and  Rome  were  the  artistic  centers  of   Athens  as 
Greece  and  Italy  ;    on  the  adornment  of  these  two  "*  centers, 
capitals,  architect,  sculptor,   and  painter  lavished    their    finest 
efforts  ;  at  Athens  and  Rome  there  still  sunrive,  though  with  sadly 
diminished  splendor,  the  most  impressive  monuments  of  antiquity. 

The  city  of  Athens  lies  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Attic  plain, 
about  four  miles  from  the  sea.*  From  the  steep  rock  of  the  Acrop- 
olis a  glorious  panorama  bursts  upon  the  view.  Far  situation  of 
in  the  rear  stretches  an  imposing  mountain  barrier,  Athens, 
formed  by  the  purple-hued  ridges  of  Pentelicus,  Fames,  and  Hy- 
mettus.  In  the  foreground,  ever  before  the  eyes,  gleam  the  shining 
waters  of  the  Saronic  Gulf.  The  closeness,  height,  and  grand  form 
of  the  mountains,  the  near  presence  of  the  sea,  the  splendid  mass 
and  elevation  of  the  Acropolis,  all  combine  to  produce  an  over- 
powering impression  of  beauty  and  grandeur.  For  magnificence 
of  situation,  few  cities  in  the  world  can  bear  comparison  with  Athens. 

Roads  converged  toward  the  Athenian  city  from  all  parts  of 

Attica.    The  highway  from  the  harbor  town  of  Piraeus  ran  between 

the  Long  Walls  built  by  Pericles.*    Another  important 

•  Roads, 
thoroughfare  approached  the  city  from    Phalerum. 

1  o  the  northwest,  the  Sacred  Way  extended  to  Eleusis,  where  the 

famous  mysteries  were  yearly  celebrated.'     It  was  lined  for  almost 

the  entire  length  with  tombs,  chapels,  and  other  buildings.    To 

the  northeast,  stretched  the  mountain  road  that  led  to  Marathon. 

All  the  roads  from  the  sea  and  interior  districts  entered  Athens 

1  See  the  map,  page  203.       ^  See  page  230.       *  See  page  513. 
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through  baDdsome,  well-built  suburbs.  One  of  the  most  attractive 
was  the  Outer  Ceramicus,  which  lay  to  the  northwest  beyond  the 
SaboflM'  Sacred  Way.  Part  of  this  region  became  a  national 
the  Oater  cemetery  filled  with  a  variety  of  monuments  so  beauti- 
Ceramictts.  ^j  ^^  design  and  workmanship  as  to  dispel  the  natural 
sombemess  of  such  a  spot.^ 

Adjoining  the  Outer  Ceramicus  lay  the  pleasure  ground  and  gym- 
nasium on  the  banks  of  the  Cephissus,  called  the  Academy.  It  was 
adorned  with  porticoes  and  statues,  and  laid  out  with 
Academy  pleasant  paths  for  strollers.  In  this  delightful  park  the 
and  the  philosopher  Plato  taught  his  doctrines  to  the  youth  of 

ycenm.  Athens.*  Another  resort,  known  as  the  Lyceum,  bor- 
dered the  little  stream  of  the  Ilissus  on  the  east  of  Athens.  It  was 
famed  for  its  gymnasium  and  shady  gardens,  frequented  by  Aristotle 
and  his  pupils.' 

The  traveler  who  passed  through  these  suburbs  came  at  length 
to  the  great  wall  nearly  five  miles  in  circumference,  raised  by 
Walls  of  Themistocles  to  surround  the  settlement  at  the  foot  of 
Athena.  the  Acropolis.*  The  area  included  within  this  wall 
made  up  Old  Athens.  Some  six  centuries  after  Themistocles,  the 
Roman  emperor  Hadrian,  by  building  additional  fortifications  on 
the  east,  brought  an  extensive  quarter,  called  New  Athens,  within 
the  city  limits.  The  wall  of  Themistocles  was  pierced  at  intervals 
with  gates,  the  most  important  of  which  was  the  Dipylon.  It  was 
the  Athenian  terminal  of  the  Sacred  Way  and  the  chief  entrance 
to  the  city. 

The  region  within  the  walls  was  broken  up  by  a  number  of 
rocky  eminences  which  have  a  prominent  place  in  the  topography 
HiUa  af  o^  Athens.     Near  the  center  the  Acropolis  rises  over 

Athena.  two  hundred  feet  above  the  plain,  its  summit  crowned 

with  monuments  of  the  Periclean  Age.  Not  far  away  is  the  hill 
called  the  Areopagus.*    According  to  Greek  legend,  the  war  god 

"^  See  the  illustration,  page  594.  ^  See  page  255. 

s  See  page  256,  note  i.  *  See  page  213  and  note  x. 

*  The  place  is  referred  to  in  the  New  Testament.    See  Acts,  xvii,  16-52. 
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Ares,  who  had  murdered  Poseidon's  son,  was  tried  on  this  spot. 

Here  the  Council  of  the  Areopagus,  a  court  of  justice  in  trials 

for  murder,  held  its  deliberations  in  the  open  air.     Beyond  this 

height  is  the  hill  of  the  Pnyx.^     It  was  the  meeting  place  of  the 

Athenian  Assembly  until  the  fourth  century  B.C.,  when  the  sessions 

were  transferred  to  the  Theater  of  Dionysus. 

The  business  and  social  center  of  an  ancient  city  was  the  agora 

or  market  place.     The  Agora  of  Athens  lay  in  the  hollow  north  of 

the  Areopagus  and  Acropolis.     The  square  was  shaded 

-  The  Agora. 

by  rows  of  plane  trees  and  lined  with  the  covered 

colonnades  called  stoas.     In  the  great  days  of  the  city,  when  the 

Agora  was  filled  with  countless  altars  and  shrines,  it  presented  a 

most  varied  and  attractive  scene. 

Not  all  the  splendid  structures  at  Athens  were  confined  to  the 
Agora  and  the  Acropolis.  On  a  slight  eminence  not  far  from  the 
Agora,  rose  the  so-called  "  Theseum,"  *  built  of  The "  The- 
Pentelic  marble  in  the  Doric  order.  It  was  formerly  •eum." 
supposed  to  have  been  constructed  by  Cimon  to  receive  the  bones 
of  the  hero  Theseus  —  whence  the  name.  Scholars  now  consider 
it  a  temple  to  Hephaestus  and  Athena,  erected  just  before  the  out- 
break of  the  Peloponnesian  War.  The  "  Theseum  "  owes  its  almost 
perfect  preservation  to  the  fact  that  during  the  Middle  Ages  this 
pagan  temple  served  as  a  Christian  church. 

Another  famous  temple,  the  colossal  edifice  called  the  Olym- 
pieum,  *  lay  at  some  distance  from  the  Acropolis  on  the  southeast. 
Though  dedicated  by  the  t3nrant  Pisistratus  in  the  xhe  "Olym- 
sixth  century  B.C.,*  it  was  not  completed  until  long  pi^um." 
afterwards  by  the  Roman  emperor  Hadrian.  Fifteen  of  the  lofty 
columns  with  their  luxuriant  Corinthian  capitals  are  still  standing. 
Even  in  their  ruin  they  bear  eloquent  witness  to  the  former  mag- 
nificence of  a  structure  which  was  sometimes  included  among  the 
seven  wonders  of  the  world. 

1  See  the  illustration,  page  397.  ^  See  the  illustration,  page  931. 

>  See  the  illustration,  page  163.  *  See  page  174. 
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From  the  Agora  there  branched  off  to  the  east  and  south  an 

avenue  called  the  Street  of  the  Tripods.     Here  wealthy  citizens 

who  had  trained  a  chorus  to  take  part  in  a  dramatic 
Choraeic  . 

Monument      contest  set  up   tnpods   to  commemorate  a  victory. 

of  Lysicra-     The  beautiful  Choragic  Monument  of  Lysicrates  *  was 

**  intended  to  support  one  of  these  tripods.     It  is  a 

circular  building  with  six  "  engaged  '*  columns  bearing  Corinthian 

capitals.    The  monument  has  especial  interest  as  illustrating  an 

architectural  style  which  became  very  popular  with  the  Romans. 

Continuing  along  the  Street  of  the  Tripods,  we  come  to   the 

Theater  of  Dion3rsus,'  which  is  still  in  a  fair  state  of  preservation. 

Beyond  this  are  the  remains  of  the  Odeum,  or  "  Hall  of 
Thoator  of 
Pionysua       Song/'   used   for  musical  contests  and  declamations. 

and  the  The  original  building  was  raised  by  Pericles,  in  imita- 

tion,  it  is  said,  of  the  tent  of  Xerxes.  The  present  ruins 
are  those  of  the  structure  erected  in  the  second  century  a.d.  by 
Herodes  Atticus,  a  public-spirited  benefactor  of  Athens.' 

233.    The  Athenian  Acropolis 

In  the  days  of  its  greatness,  many  other  temples  and  public 
buildings  made  beautiful  the  Athenian  city.  Nowhere  had  they 
Adornment  heen  grouped  in  so  harmonious  a  whole  as  on  the 
of  the  Acropolis.     Here  was  Athena's  sanctuary,  and  here  she 

Acropolis.  reigned  almost  supreme,  surrounded  by  an  imposing 
array  of  temples,  statues,  shrines,  and  altars.  Assuredly,  no  such 
glory  of  art  was  ever  contained  in  so  little  space  anywhere  else  in 
the  world.* 

The  adornment  of  the  Acropolis  was  perhaps  the  most  memo- 
rable achievement  of  Pericles.*  As  a  stronghold,  this  rocky  mount 
was  made  inaccessible  except  on  the  western  side,  where  a  flight 

1  See  the  illustration,  page  587.  3  See  the  illustration,  page  588. 

•  See  page  479. 

*  Between  the  years  1885-1891  the  Greek  Archaeological  Society  made  a  complete 
excavation  of  the  Acropolis.  This  work  revealed  the  traces  of  structures  on  the  site 
belonging  to  a  period  earlier  than  the  Age  of  Pericles.        <  See  pages  230-431. 
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of  sixty  marble  steps  led  to  the  superb  entrance  gate,  or  Propylsea. 
It  was  constructed  to  resemble  the  front  ofa  temple  with  columns 
Th*  Piopy-  ^^^  pediment.  The  paintings  that  once  decorated  it 
!■■■  have  disappeared. 

On  the  right  side  of  the  stairway  by  which  the  Propylsea  is 
reached,  there  rises  a  buttress  of  rock  which  served  as  the  founda- 

T.mpi.of  t'0'»  fof 
thsWing-  one  of 
1»M  Victory,    (jjg  ^^^j 

exquisite  little  build- 
ings imaginable. 
,  This  is  the  Ionic 
,  temple  to  Athena 
Nike,  better  known 
as  the  Temple  of  the 
Wingless  Victory. 
Cimon  is  said  to  have 
built  it  in  honor  of 

.._  ,..  .,  —  his  triumphs  over  the 

Temple  or  the  Wingless  Victokv  "^ 

Persians.'  After  hav- 
ing been  taken  down  by  the  Turks,  who  used  the  marble  for  forti- 
fications, it  was  rebuilt  in  1835  after  the  original  plans.  So  it 
stands  to-day,  as  it  stood  of  old,  on  the  narrow  parapet  beside 
the    grand   stairway  of  Athena. 

Having  mounted  the  steps  and  passed  through  the  Propylaea, 
the  visitor  came  at  once  on  the  multitude  of  splendid  objects 
statue  of  covering  the  crest  of  the  hill.  Directly  in  front  stood 
tlw  Guard-  a  great  bronze  statue  of  the  Guardian  Athena,  a 
itnAtlMu.  masterpiece  of  the  art  of  Phidias.  It  was  made  from 
the  spoils  of  Marathon.  The  broad  spear-point,  glittering  in- 
the  sunlight,  could  be  seen  by  sailors  far  at  sea.  The  statue  was 
still  standing  in  395  a.d.,  when  Alaric  the  Visigoth  entered 
Athens.' 

1  S«e  page  318.  "  Sec  page  541. 


The  Athenian  Acropolis  629 

The  northern  half  of  the  Acropolis  was  specially  holy  ground. 
On  this  very  site,  according  to  tradition,  Athena  and  Poseidon 
had  contended  for  the  dominion  of  Athens.^  Here  ThoBrech- 
stood  the  oldest  wooden  statue  of  the  goddess,  which  theam. 
people  believed  to  have  fallen  from  heaven.  Here,  too,  was  a 
shrine  of  Erechtheus,  a  legendary  Athenian  king.  The  temple 
which  occupies  the  spot  —  the  Erechtheum  —  is  in  the  Ionic 
style.  It  may  be  regarded  as  the  best  existing  example  of  this 
light  and  graceful  order.  Perhaps  the  most  beautiful  feature  is 
the  Porch  of  the  Caryatides.  Its  marble  roof  is  supported  by  six 
pillars,  carved  in  the  semblance  of  maidens.'  This  curious  but 
striking  device  has  been  often  copied  by  modem  architects. 

Most  conspicuous  of  all    the   Acropolis    buildings   was    the 
world-famed  edifice  which  we  know  as  the  Parthenon,  the  temple 
of  the  Virgin  Athena.'    The  ancient  stone  shrine  of  BuiidinK  of 
the  goddess  on  the  Acropolis  had  been  destroyed  by  tho  Parthe- 
the  Persians.    Peijcles  determined  to  replace  it  by  a  ^^^ 
more  splendid  structure.     The  quarries  of  Attica  yielded  for 
twenty  years  their  most  beautiful  marbles  to  Phidias  and  the 
hundreds  of  artists  and  skilled  workmen  who  were  his  assistants. 
The  result  of  their  labor  was  a  temple  which  in  Greek  architecture 
holds  a  place  as  unapproachable  and  supreme  as  that  held  by  the 
Aphrodite  of  Melos  in  Greek  sculpture. 

The  Parthenon  illustrates  the  extreme  simplicity  of  a  Greek 
temple.     It  had  no  great  size  or  height  and  included  only  two 
chambers.    The  rear  room  stored  the  sacred  vessels  ^^hitec- 
and  furniture  used  in  worship,  state  treasure,  and  the  ture  of  the 
more  valuable  offerings  intrusted  to  the  goddess  for  P^'^l^'^^^'*' 
safekeeping.    The  second  and  larger  room  contained  a  colossal 
gold  and  ivory  statue  of  Athena,  the  work  of  Phidias.^     It  faced 
the  eastern  doorway  so  that  it  might  be  bathed  in  the  rays  of  the 

1  See  page  138.     ^  One  of  the  six  Caryatids  is  now  in  the  British  Museum,  Lon- 
don.   Its  place  has  been  taken  by  a  terra  cotta  copy.    See  the  plate  facing  page  625. 
>  See  the  plate  facing  page  624.  *  See  the  plate  facing  page  608. 
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rising  run.  Apart  from  the  large  doors,  a  certain  amount  of  light 
reached  the  interior  through  the  semi-transparent  marble  tiles 
of  the  roof.  The  Doric  columns  surrounding  the  building  are 
marvels  of  fine  workmanship.  The  great  blocks  of  marble,  form- 
ing the  sections  or  "  drums  "  of  the  columns,  are  joined  without 
cement,  as  exactly  as  the  most  delicate  piece  of  goldsmith's  work. 
This  amazing  perfection  of  the  construction  and  the  admirable 
proportions  make  the  Parthenon  a  model  of  strength  and  grace. 
Even  in  its  present  condition  —  a  dismantled  ruin  —  it  remains  a 
masterpiece  of  architecture.^ 

The  Parthenon  was  also  remarkable  for  its  sculptures  executed 
under  the  superintendence  of  Phidias.  The  subjects  of  the  pedi- 
The  Parthe-  '^^^^  sculptures  are  taken  from  the  mythic  history  of 
non  pedi-  Athena.  The  birth  of  the  goddess  is  represented  on 
monts.  ^jjg  g^^  pediment  over  the  door  of  the  Parthenon. 

Here  in  the  midst  of  deities  and  heroes  Athena  springs  full-grown 
and  armed  from  the  head  of  her  father  Zeu^  The  west  pedi- 
ment illustrates  the  strife  between  Athena  and  Poseidon  for  the 
possession  of  the  city.  The  victory  of  the  goddess  in  this  contest 
made  her  the  guardian  of  Athens.  Only  a  part  of  these  magnifi- 
cent sculptures  is  in  existence.^ 

The  frieze  of  the  Parthenon  consists  of  a  series  of  sculptured 
slabs  and  is  over  five  hundred  feet  in  length.  The  subject  was  the 
The  Parthe-  procession  of  the  Great  Panathenaea,'  the  principal 
non  frieze,  festival  in  honor  of  Athena.  At  this  time  the  sacred 
robe  of  the  goddess,  woven  anew  for  each  occasion,  was  brought 

1  After  serving  as  a  temple  for  about  nine  centuries,  the  Parthenon  was  turned 
into  a  Christian  church,  and  later,  into  a  Mohammedan  mosque.  Until  1687  it 
remained  almost  intact.  In  that  year  the  Venetians  bombarded  Athens  and  sent  a 
shell  into  the  very  center  of  the  Parthenon,  which  the  Turks  had  made  a  powder 
magazine.  The  result  was  an  explosion  which  threw  down  much  of  both  side 
walls  and  many  columns.  Some  of  the  sculptures  surviving  this  catastrophe  were 
secured  by  Lord  Elgin,  and  in  18 16  were  bought  for  the  British  Museum.  They 
are  still  known  as  the  "  Elgin  Marbles."  The  removal  to  England  of  these  price- 
less objects  probably  saved  them  from  destruction.  The  poet  B)rron  considered 
Ix>rd  Elgin's  act  a  piece  of  vandalism,  and  wrote  a  poem, "  The  Curse  of  Minerva," 
to  condemn  it.  2  See  the  plate  facing  page  625.  •  See  pages  585-586. 
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to  adorn  her  statue.  The  procession  is  thought  of  as  starting  from 
the  western  front,  where  Athenian  youths  dash  forward  on  their 
spirited  steeds.  Then  comes  a  brilliant  array  of  maidens,  matrons, 
soldiers,  and  luteplayers.  Near  the  center  of  the  eastern  front 
they  meet  a  group  of  divinities  who  are  conceived  as  spectators  of 
the  imposing  scene.  This  part  of  the  frieze  is  still  in  excellent 
condition.^ 

It  was,  indeed,  a  splendid  collection  of  sculptured  figures  which 
once  adorned  the  Parthenon.  And  it  was  a  splendid  mass  of  build- 
ings, the  noblest,  surely,  ever  raised  by  man,  that  rose  xhe  glory 
on  the  Acropolis  height.  If  to-day  they  have  lost  of  Athent. 
much  of  their  glory,  we  can  still  understand  how  they  were  the 
precious  possession  of  the  Athenians  and  the  wonder  of  all  the 
ancient  world.  "O  shining,  violet-crowned  city  of  song,  great 
Athens,  bulwark  of  Hellas,  walls  divine  1 "  The  words  are  those 
of  an  old  Greek  poet,'  but  they  are  reechoed  by  all  who  have  come 
under  the  magic  spell  of  the  literature  and  art  of  the  Athenian 
city. 

234.   Artistic  Rome 

The  monuments  of  Rome,  unlike  those  of  Athens,  lay  claim  to 
no  great  antiquity.     The  destruction  wrought  by  the  Gauls  in  390 
B.C.  and   the  great  fire  under  Nero  in  64  a.d.  re-  D^gtruction 
moved  nearly  all  traces  of  the  regal  and  republican  of  ancient 
city.    Many  buildings   erected  in   the  imperial  age  *®"**' 
have  also  disappeared,  since  in  medieval  and  modern  times  the 
inhabitants  of  Rome  used  the  ancient  edifices  as  quarries.    The 
existing  monuments  give  only  a  faint  idea  of  the  former  magnif- 
icence of  the  capital  city. 

The  city  of  Rome  lies  on  the  Tiber.    Where  the  river  approaches 
Rome  it  makes  two  sharp  turns,  first  to  the  west  and  situation 
then  to  the  east.     On  the  western,  or  Etruscan,  bank  ^  Rom©. 
stood  the  two  hills  called  Vatican  and  Janiculum.     They  were 

i  See  the  plate  facing  page  625.  '  Pindar,  Fra^men/s,  76, 
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higher  than  the  famous  seven  which  rose  on  the  eastern  side  where 
the  ancient  city  was  built.^ 

Two  of  these  seven  hills  possess  particular  interest.  The 
earliest  settlement,  as  we  have  seen,*  probably  occupied  the  Pala- 
tine. It  became  in  later  days  the  favorite  site  for  the  great 
Palatine  and  ^^^^  houses  of  Roman  nobles.  In  the  imperial  age 
Capitoline  the  splendid  palaces  of  the  Csesars  were  located  here.' 
hiUs.  rpj^g  Capitoline,  steepest  of  the  seven  hills,  was  divided 

into  two  peaks.  On  one  of  these  rose  the  most  famous  of  all 
Roman  temples,  dedicated  to  Jupiter  and  his  companion  deities, 
Juno  and  Minerva.  The  other  peak  was  occupied  by  a  large 
temple  of  Juno  Moneta  ("the  Adviser"),  which  served  as  the 
mint.  The  altars,  shrines,  and  statues  which  once  covered  this 
height  were  so  numerous  that  the  Capitoline,  like  the  Athenian 
Acropolis,  became  a  museum  of  art. 

Rome  was  surrounded  in  early  times  by  a  wall  which  bore  the 
name  of  its  legendary  builder,  Servius  Tullius.  By  the  period  of 
WaUsof  ^^^  empire  this  early  rampart  had  fallen  into  decay. 
Romo.  The  wall  that  now   exists,  embracing  a  considerably 

larger  area  than  the  Servian  city,  was  not  constructed  until  the 
reign  of  Aurelian.* 

As  in  most  ancient  cities,  the  region  within  the  walls  of  Rome 
was  thickly  built  up.  Besides  the  Forum,  only  two  large  open 
Circus  spaces  broke  the  mass  of  clustering  houses.     The  first 

Maximus.  was  the  Circus  Maximus,  in  the  hollow  between  the 
Palatine  Mount  and  the  Aventine.  This  was  a  place  set  apart  for 
sports  and  races. 

A  second  great  open  space  of  Rome  stretched  along  the  Tiber 
to  the  northwest  of  the  Capitoline  Hill.     This  famous  "  Plain  of 

^  The  seven  hills  have  been  compared  to  an  open  hand,  the  palm  being  formed 
by  the  three  that  lie  close  to  the  river,  the  Capitoline,  Palatine,  and  Aventine;  and 
the  fingers  by  the  four  that  radiate  from  these,  the  Quirinal,  Viminal,  Esquiline, 
and  Caelian.  The  Pincian  Hill,  on  the  north,  was  not  included  within  the  limits 
of  old  Rome. 

2  See  page  310.  '  Our  ytoid  palace  comes  from  the  I^tin  Palatium, 

4  See  the  illustration,  page  497. 
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Mars  *'  lay  outside  the  Servian  walls.  Under  the  republic,  no 
buildings,  except  one  or  two  temples,  were  permitted  on  the  site. 
Tho  Campus  ^^  ^^  ^^^d  for  the  meetings  of  the  comitia  centuriata^ 
Martiof.  as  the  parade  ground  of  the  soldiers,  and  as  a  place  of 
recreation  for  the  citizens.  During  the  imperial  age  the  emperors 
raised  some  of  their  finest  structures  on  the  Campus  Martius. 
It  is  the  most  populous  part  of  the  modem  city. 

Following  the  map  of  ancient  Rome  under  the  empire,  we  may 
note  the  more  important  monuments  which  still  exist  in  something 
Kaosoleam  ^^  y^€\i  original  condition.  Across  the  Tiber  and 
of  HadrUn.  beyond  the  Campus  Martius  stands  the  Mausoleum  of 
Hadrian.^  The  existing  building  was  formerly  topped  by  another  of 
smaller  size  which  bore  a  statue  of  the  emperor.  In  medieval  times 
this  stately  tomb  was  turned  into  a  castle.     It  is  now  a  museum. 

In  the  Campus  Martius  itself  the  most  notable  structure  is  the 
Pantheon.'  It  is  the  one  ancient  building  in  the  entire  Roman 
The  Pan-  world  which  still  survives,  inside  and  out,  in  a  fair 
theon.  state  of  preservation.    The  original  Pantheon  was  the 

work  of  Agrippa,  a  minister  of  Augustus.  The  temple  was  recon- 
structed by  Hadrian,  who  left  the  Greek  portico  unchanged,  but 
added  the  rotunda  and  the  dome.  This  great  dome,  the  largest 
in  the  world,  is  composed  of  solid  concrete.  The  interior  of  the 
building  is  lighted  in  a  most  effective  manner  by  an  opening  at 
the  top  of  the  dome.  During  the  Middle  Ages  the  Pantheon  was 
converted  into  a  church.  It  now  forms  the  burial  place  of  the 
kings  of  Italy. 

The  ruins  of  the  Theater  of  Marcellus  lie  near  the  Tiber  in  a 
Theater  of  hollow  not  far  from  the  Capitoline.  It  was  built  by 
MarceUtts.  Julius  Caesar  and  dedicated  by  Augustus  in  honor  of 
the  emperor's  nephew,  Marcellus. 

1  See  the  illustration,  page  458.  The  present  name, "  Castle  of  the  Angel "  (  Castel 
Sant*  Ang€lo),  arose  from  the  legend  that  the  archangel  Michael, when  a  great 
plague  raged  in  Rome,  had  been  seen  above  the  building  sheathing  his  fiery  sword 
as  a  sign  that  the  >»rath  of  the  Lord  was  satisfied.  A  statue  of  the  archangel  now 
stands  upon  the  monument.  '  See  the  illustration,  page  457. 
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The  depression  between  the  Caelian  and  Esquiline  hills  contains 
the  Flavian  Amphitheater,  better  known  as  the  Colosseum.^  It 
was  begun  by  Vespasian  and  probably  completed  by  The  Colos- 
Titus.  The  topmost  story,  bringing  the  total  height  ■«»»• 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  feet,  seems  to  have  been  a  later 
addition.  No  less  than  eighty  entrances  admitted  the  forty-five 
thousand  spectators  who  could  be  accommodated  in  this  huge 
structure.  They  sat  on  four  ranges  of  seats  corresponding  very 
nearly  in  level  with  the  four  stories  pf  the  exterior.  The  lowest 
tier  of  seats  was  generally  reserved  for  more  distinguished  citi- 
zens, the  second  tier  was  occupied  by  the  middle  class,  the  third 
by  the  poor,  and  the  uppermost  benches  by  women.  A  high  wall 
with  an  iron  grating  surrounded  the  arena.  Recent  excavations 
have  laid  bare  the  subterranean  dens  for  wild  beasts  and  the 
arrangement  for  raising  the  scenery  and  cages  through  trap  doors 
in  the  flooring  of  the  arena.  The  Colosseum  is  a  fine  illustra- 
tion of  what  imposing  effects  may  be  secured  by  plain  masonry 
construction.  Despite  the  enormous  mass  of  the  present  ruins, 
probably  two-thirds  of  the  original  materials  have  been  carried 
away  to  be  used  in  other  buildings.' 

Close  to  the  Colosseum  stands  the  arch  •  erected  by  the  Senate 
in  honor  of  the  victory  of  Constantine  over  his  rival  Maxentius. 
From  this  event  is  dated  the  triumph  of  Christianity  j^^y^  ©f 
in  the  Roman  state.*  The  monument  consists  of  a  Constantine. 
central  gateway  with  two  smaller  arches  at  the  sides.  The  latter 
are  flanked  by  detached  columns  in  the  Corinthian  style.  In 
front  of  the  upper  story  and  over  the  columns  are  four  large 
statues.     The  arch  is  profusely  decorated  with  sculptures  in  relief. 

1  See  the  illustration,  page  591. 

*  During  the  Middle  Ages  a  famous  prophecy  was  current :  — 

"  While  stands  the  Colosseum,  Rome  shall  stand; 
When  falls  the  Colosseum,  Rome  shall  fall; 
And  when  Rome  falls,  with  her  shall  fall  the  world." 

*  See  the  illustration,  page  505.  <  See  page  529. 
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About  half  a  mile  beyond  the  Colosseum  may  be  seen  the  remains 
of  the  Baths  of  Caracalla.^  They  were  surpassed  in  size  only  by 
Baths  of  those  of  Diocletian.  Their  ruined  masses  of  brick 
Caracaiia.  and  concrete  are  among  the  most  stupendous  examples 
of  Roman  architecture. 

Near  the  center  of  the  city  are  the  remains  of  the  Forum  added 
by  Trajan  to  the  accommodations  of  the  original  Forum.  It  con- 
Column  of  tains  the  Column  of  Trajan '  under  which  that  em- 
Trajan,  peror  was  buried.  His  bronze  statue,  formerly 
occupying  the  top,  has  been  replaced  by  a  figure  of  St.  Peter. 
The  column  is  decorated  with  a  continuous  spiral  relief  represent- 
ing scenes  from  the  Dacian  War.  Some  twenty-five  hundred 
separate  designs  are  included  in  this  remarkable  collection. 

236.   The  Roman  Forum 

The  Forum  lies  in  the  valley  north  of  the  Palatine  Hill.  Like 
the  Agora  at  Athens,  it  was  the  business  and  social  center  of  the 
Uses  of  the  Roman  city.  Under  the  republic  the  place  also 
Porum.  served  for  gladiatorial  combats  and   athletic  games. 

Such  displays  in  imperial  times  were  transferred  to  the  amphi- 
theater and  circus.  The  Forum  was  also  cleared  of  its  shops,  and 
was  reserved  for  law  courts,  exchanges,  and  other  public  buildings. 
During  the  Middle  Ages  the  site  became  buried  in  ruins  and  rub- 
bish, in  some  places  to  a  depth  of  forty  feet  or  more.  Recent  ex- 
cavations have  restored  the  ancient  level  and  revealed  the  remains 
of  the  ancient  structures. 

The  Forum  could  be  approached  from  the  east  by  one  of  the 
most  famous  streets  in  the  world,  the  Roman  Sacred  Way.  The 
Approach  to  illustration '  of  the  Forum  at  the  present  time  gives  a 
tho  Porum.  view  looking  eastward  from  the  Capitoline  Mount,  and 
shows  several  of  the  buildings  on  or  near  the  Sacred  Way.  At  the 
left  are  seen  the  ruins  of  the  Basilica  of  Constantine.     Farther  in 

1  Sec  the  illustration,  page  620.  2  See  the  illustration,  page  456. 

•  Sec  the  plate  facing  page  637. 
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the  distance,  the  Colosseum  looms  up.  Directly  ahead  is  the  Arch  of 
Titus,  which  commemorates  the  capture  of  Jerusalem  in  70  a.d.  The 
ruins  of  the  palaces  of  the  Caesars  occupy  the  slopes  of  the  Palatine. 

The  only  well-preserved  monument  in  the  Forum  is  the  beauti- 
ful arch  of  Septimius  Severus.  Beyond  it  are  three  columns  which 
once  formed  part  of  the  Temple  of  Castor.  They  Tho  Forum 
date  fix>m  the  time  of  Tiberius.  In  front  are  the  to^y. 
foundations  of  the  Basilica  Julia  erected  by  Julius  Caesar. 
Next  come  eight  Ionic  columns,  all  that  remain  of  the  Temple  of 
Saturn.  Here  was  the  seat  of  the  earliest  public  treasury.  Near 
it  and  in  the  foreground  are  several  columns  in  the  Corinthian 
style  belonging  to  a  temple  built  by  Vespasian. 

These  ruined  monuments,  these  empty  foundations  and  lonely 
pillars,  afford  little  idea  of  all  the  wealth  of  architecture  that  once 
adorned  this  spot.  Here  stood  the  circular  shrine  of  Vesta,*  guard- 
ing the  altar  and  its  ever- blazing  fire.  Near  it  stood  Tho  Forum 
the  Regia,  or  residence  of  the  Pontifex  Maximus.  in  antiquity. 
Here  was  the  Temple  of  Concord,  famous  in  Roman  history.* 
The  Senate-house  was  here,  and  just  before  it,  the  Rostra,  a 
platform  adorned  with  the  beaks  {rostra)  of  captured  ships.  From 
this  place  Roman  orators  addressed  their  assembled  fellow-citizens. 

Eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  how  splendid  a  scene  must  have 
greeted  the  observer  who,  from  the  height  of  the  Capitol,  gazed 
at  the  imperial  city  before  him.    Then  the  Forum  be-  ^j^^     ^^ 
low   was   one  radiant  avenue  of  temples,    triumphal   deur  of 
arches,  columns,  and  shrines.     And  beyond  the  Forum   ^**°**- 
stretched  a  magnificent  array  of  theaters  and  amphitheaters,  enor- 
mous baths,  colossal  sepulchers,  and  statues  in  stone  and  bronze. 
In  the  remote  distance  across  terraces  and  gardens  might  be  seen 
the  long,  unbroken  line  of  the  aqueducts,  and  a  thousand  marble 
villas  gleaming  in  the  sun  against  the  distant  hills.     So  prodigious 
an  accumulation  of  objects  beautiful,  costly,  and  rare  has  never 
before  or  since  been  found  on  earth. 

1  See  page  321.  ^  Sec  page  401. 
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In  this  book  we  have  concerned  ourselves  with  ancient  history 
alone.  We  have  studied  chiefly  the  two  great  Indo-European 
peoples  who  produced  classical  civilization.  They  themselves 
have  passed  away,  but  the  best  of  what  they  did  still  abides  in  our 
modem  world.  In  Greece,  it  has  been  said,  men  first  learned  to 
be  human;  to  develop  the  body,  to  train  the  intellect,  to  parify 
and  refine  the  spirit.  Literature  in  verse  and  prose,  art  in  all  its 
forms,  science  and  philosophy  are  Greek  creations.  Under  Rome 
mankind  first  learned  to  be  civilized ;  for  law,  government,  citizen- 
ship, are  the  work  of  the  Latin  race.  These  achievements,  secured 
by  the  patient  labors  of  the  old  Greeks  and  Romans,  have  become 
the  heritage  of  all  succeeding  generations. 

Studies 

I.   Make  an  outline  of  this  chapter,  using  the  section  titles  for  the  main 
divisions.      2.   In  a  dictionary  of  classical  antiquities  look  up  accounts  of  the 
Colossus  of  Rhodes,  the  Mausoleum  at  Halicarnassus,  and  the  Temple  of 
Artemis  at  £phesus.       3.    How  did  the  Greeks  manage  to  build  solidly  with- 
out the  use  of  mortar?      4.   Discuss  the  appropriateness  of  the  terms :  severe 
Doric;  ^ar^ff/ Ionic;   ^r^^/^  G)rinthian.       5.  Can  you  find  examples  of  any 
of  the  Greek  orders  in  public  buildings  familiar  to  you?      6.   Compare  with 
respect  to  simplicity  a  Greek  temple  and  a  Gothic  cathedraL      7.   How  do 
you  explain  the  almost  total  loss  of  original  Greek  sculptures?      8.   What  was 
a  chryselephantine  statue  (plate  facing  page  608)  ?      9.   By  reference  to  the 
illustrations,  page  605,  explain  the  terms :   shafts  capital^  architrave^friext^  and 
cornice,      10.   Explain  the  "  Greek  profile ''  seen  in  the  Aphrodite  of  Cnidus 
and  the  Apollo  of  the  Belvedere  (plate  facing  page  1 56).       1 1.   What  different 
principles  of  portrait  sculpture  seem  to  be  represented  in  the  busts  of  Pericles 
(illustration,  page  221 )  and  of  Alexander  (illustration,  page  267)  ?      12.  Name 
five  famous  works  of  Greek  sculpture  which  exist  to-day  only  in  Roman  copies. 
13.   From  studying  the  examples  given,  would  you  say  that  the  Greek  sculptor 
paid  as  much  attention  to  the  faces  of  his  subjects  as  to  their  figures?     How  is 
it  with  modern  sculptors?       14.   Are  the  cultured  Greeks  of  the  fifth  and  fourth 
centuries  B.C.  to  be  called  idolaters  because  they  made  beautiful  statues  of 
their  gods  and  goddesses?       15.    What   is  your  favorite  work  of  Greek 
sculpture?    Why  do  you  like  it?       16.   What  is  the  value  of  the  terra  cottas 
in  studying  the  private  and  social  life  of  the  Greeks?       17.   Explain  the 
difference  between  an  intaglio  and  a  cameo.       18.  Why  should  the  study  of 
Greek    coins   be    an    important    means   of  learning  about  Greek  history? 
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19.  How  do  you  account  for  the  artistic  merits  of  Greek  coins?  20.  "The 
dome,  with  the  round  arch  out  of  which  it  sprang,  is  the  most  fertile  con- 
ception in  the  whole  history  of  building."  Justify  this  statement.  21.  What 
famous  examples  of  domed  churches  and  public  buildings  are  familiar  to  you  ? 
22.  What  artistic  objections  to  the  use  of  "  engaged  columns "  can  you 
mention?  23.  Discuss  the  revival  of  cement  construction  in  modern  times. 
What  are  its  special  advantages?  24.  What  examples  of  triumphal  arches 
in  the  United  States  and  France  are  known  to  you?  25.  Do  you  know  of 
any  modern  columns  of  victory?  26.  From  the  artistic  standpoint  what 
comparisons  can  you  draw  between  the  statue  of  Augustus  (illustrationi 
P^gc  439)  And  that  of  an  Assyrian  king  (illustration,  page  106)  ?  27.  Why 
is  it  likely  that  the  bust  of  Nerva  (illustration,  page  456)  is  a  more  faithful 
portrait  than  that  of  Pericles  (illustration,  page  221)  ? 
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The  Roman  World 

B.C. 

264-241    first  Punic  War 
218-201     Second  Punic  War 

218    Battles  of  theTicinus  and  the  Trebia 
217    Battle  of  Lake  Trasimenus 
216    Battle  of  Cannse 
212    Capture  of  Syracuse 
207     Battle  of  the  Metaurus 
202     Battle  of  Zama 
201     Peace  between  Rome  and  Carthage 
215-205     First  Macedonian  War 
200-196    Second  Macedonian  War 

197     Battle  of  Cynoscephalae;  Macedonia  becomes  a  dependent  ally  of  Rome 
190    Battle  of  Magnesia;   Syria  becomes  a  dependent  ally  of  Rome 
1 71-167    Third  Macedonian  War 
168     Battle  of  Pydna 
149-146    Third  Punic  War 
146    Destruction  of  Carthage  and   Corinth;   Africa  and  Macedonia  hecomt 

Roman  proidnces 
133    Acquisition  of  the  province  of  Asia;  capture  of  Numantia  in  Spain 
133    Tribunate  of  Tiberius  Gracchus 
123-122    Tribunate  of  Gains  Gracchus 
1 1 2-106    Jugurthine  War 
102-101     Invasion  of  the  Cimhri  and   Teutones;    battles  of  Aqwe  Sextiae 

(102)  and  Vercellae  (loi) 
90-88    The  Social  War 
88-84     First  Mithradatic  War 
83-81     Second  Mithradatic  War 
83-82    Civil  War  between  Marius  and  Sulla 
82-79    Dictatorship  of  Sulla 
74-63    Third  Mithradatic  War 
73-71     «  War  of  the  Gladiators  " 
72    Murder  of  Sertorius 
67     Pompey  and  the  War  with  the  Pirates 
65-63     Pompey  in  Pontus  and  Syria 
63     Conspiracy  of  Catiline 

60-53    First  Triumvirate :  Pompey,  Crassus,  and  Caesar 
58-50    Conquest  of  Gaul  by  Caesar 
53    Defeat  of  Crassus  by  the  Parthians  at  Carrhje 
49-46    Civil  War  between  Qesar  and  the  Pompeians 
48     Battle  of  Pharsalus 
46    Battle  of  Thapsus 
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44    Assassination  of  Casar 

43     Second  Triumvirate :  Lepidus,  Antony,  and  Octavian 

43    Death  of  Cicero 

42     Battles  of  Philippi 

J I    Battle  of  AcHum 

31  B.C.-68  A.D.    The  Julian  and  Qaudian  Csesars 

Augustus,  31  B.C.-14  A.D. 

Tiberius,  14-37 

Gaius  (Caligula),  37-41 

Claudius,  41-54 

Nero,  54-68 
27    Octavian  receives  the  title  Augustus  . 
4  (  ?)     Birth  of  Christ 
A.D. 

9    Battle  of  the  Teutoherg  Forest 
43-85     Conquest  of  Britain 

64    The  Great  Fire  in  Rome;  Nero's  persecution  of  the  Christians 
68-69    '^^^  yc^f  of  military  revolution;  Galba,  Otho,  and  Vitellius  emperors 
69-96    The  Flavian  Oesars 

Vespasian,  69-79 

Titus,  79-81 

Domitian,  81-96 
70    Capture  of  Jerusalem  by  Titus 
'^g    Destruction  of  Pompeii  and  Herculaneum 
96-192    The  Antonine  Camars 

Nerva,  96-98 

Trajan,  98-117 

Hadrian,  1 17-138 

Antoninus  Pius,  1 38-161 

Marcus  Aurelius  Antoninus,  161-180 

Commodus,  180-192 
101-106    Conquest  of  Dacia  by  Trajan 
167-180    Wars  with  the  Germanic  barbarians 
193-284    The  "  Soldier  Emperors  " 

Septimius  Severus,  193-21 1 

Antoninus  (Caracalla),.  211-217 

Antoninus  (Elagabalus),  218-222 

Alexander  Severus,  222-235 

Decius,  249-251 

Valerian,  253-260 

Gallienus,  260-268 

Claudius  II,  268-270 

Aurelian,  270-275 
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212    Edict  of  Caracalla 

227     Rise  of  the  Saasanian  or  New  Persian  Empire 

260    Capture  of  Valerian  by  the  Persians 

272-273    Zenobia  conquered  by  Aurelian;  destruction  of  Palmyra 

284    Reorganization  of  the  Roman  Empire  by  Diocletian 

284-395    The  "  Absolute  Emperors  " 

Diocletian,  284-305 

Maximian,  286-305 

Constantine  I,  306-337  (sole  emperor,  324-337) 

Constantine  II,  337-340 

Constans,  337-350 

Q>nstantius  II,  337-361  (sole  emperor,  351-361) 

Julian,  361-363 

Jovian,  363-364 

Valentinian  I  (West),  364-375 

Valens  (East),  364-378 
fGratian  (West),  375-383 
[Valentinian  II  (West),  375-392 

Theodosius  I  (East),  379-395  (sole  emperor,  392-395) 

311  Edict  of  Galerius 

312  Battle  of  the  Milvian  Bridge 

313  Edict  of  Milan 
j^j     Council  of  Niece  a 

326-330    Removal  of  the  capital  to  Constantinople 

376    The  Visigoths  cross  the  Danube 

378    Battle  of  Adrianople 

^95     Final  division  of  the  Roman  Empire 

4to     Capture  of  Rome  by  Alaric 

415-71 1     Visigothic  kingdom  in  Spain  (in  Gaul,  415-507) 

429-534    Vandal  kingdom  in  Africa 

443~534     Kingdom  of  the  Burgundians 

449     Invasion  of  Britain  by  the  Anglo>Saxons 

4St     Battle  of  Ckdlons 

455     Sack  of  Rome  by  the  Vandals 

476    Romulus  Augustulusj  last  emperor  in  the  West 

476-526     Reign  of  Theodoric  the  Great 

486    Clovis  defeats  the  Romans  at  Soissona 

493-553    Ostrogothic  kingdom  in  Italy 

496    Qovis  accepts  Christianity 

527-565     Reign  of  Justinian 

568-774     Lombards  in  Italy 

768-814     Reign  of  Charlemagne 

800     Charlemagne  crowned  Emperor  of  the  Romans 


INDEX  AKD  PRONOUNCING 
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'  Note.— The  pronanciation  of  all  proper  names  Is  indicated  either  by  a  sim« 

{)lifled  spelling  or  by  tbeir  accentuation  and  division  into  syllables.    The  diacrit- 
cal  marks  employed  are  those  found  in  Webster's  New  Jitternatiotial  DicHoiiary 
and  are  the  following : 


ft  as  in  ftle. 

0  as  in  Old. 

oi  as  in  oil. 

a  "  " 

senSte. 

8  *•  **  Cbey. 

ch  "  *•  chair. 

ft  -  " 

cftre. 

6  *'  *•  drb. 

g    "  **  go. 

ft  "  " 

ftm. 

6  ••  "  odd. 

ng  **  *'  sing. 

d  "  •' 

account. 

6  '•  "  s5ft. 

x)    •'  •*  ii)k. 

ft  •*  " 

ftrm. 

0."  "  c^Jnnect. 

#k   **  ••  Aen. 

&  '•  •• 

ftsk. 

n  •*  ••  nse. 

th   '•  •*  thin. 

A  "  - 

sofd. 

ft  •*  •*  finite. 

Xu  **  '*  nature. 
Q^  **  •*  ver4^re. 

e  "  *• 

eve. 

(l  '•  *•  arn. 

e  " " 

6vent. 

ft  **  "  ftp. 

K  for  cli  as  in  Ger.  ich,  ach. 

6  «.  .* 

Snd. 

u  '*  •*  circus. 

N  as  in  Fr.  bon. 

^  "  '• 

recent 

ft  "  •*  menft. 

y  *•  •*  yet. 

6  -  - 

makSr. 

5o  as  in  food. 

zh  for  z  as  in  azure. 

I   •*  " 

Ice. 

d6  "  *•  fd6t. 

1   "  " 

111. 

ou  *'  "  out 

Abacus,  17,  18. 

A'br»-ham,  38,  note  2,  81,  note  1. 

Academy,  an  Athenian  gymnaaium  and  park, 
255,  486,  note  1,  580,  624;  Plato's  achool, 
called  the,  266  and  note  1. 

Acham  (d-kS^d),  168,  283. 

Achsean  League,  fommtion  of,  283 ;  constitu- 
tion of,  283 ;  rivalry  of,  with  Sparta,  284 ; 
dissolved  by  Rome,  284,  382. 

Acheron  (Kk'8r-9n)  River,  123. 

Achilles  (d-kTl'8z),  123,  151, 168. 

A-crop'o-lis,  the  Athenian,  138,  174,  230,  606, 
610,  623.  624,  625,  626-631. 

Actium  (Sk'shT-Jim),  naval  battle  of,  430  and 
note  2. 

A-dri-a-no'ple,  battle  of,  640. 

Ad-riat/ic  Sea,  89,  117,  119,  128,  364,  646. 

JBdiles  (e'dils),  333. 

iB-gaKe-us,  Mount,  205. 

iEgean  (t-jS^ftn)  Age,  145-148. 

iEgean  Sea,  location  of,  119 ;  an  almost  land- 
locked body  of  water,  120 ;  islands  in,  120, 
121  ;  Greek  settlements  in,  150. 

i1S-sroe-pot'a.ml,  battle  of,  241. 

iG^li-a  Cap>i-to-li'na,  452,  note  1. 

£neaa  ((nS^As),  312,  461. 

iK-o'li-ans,  settlements  in  Asia  Minor  by,  160. 

iS'o-lis,  in  the  Delian  League,  216. 

JS^qui-aus,  337,  338. 


JSscbines  (Ss'kT>nSz),  269,  270,  288. 

.fischylus  (&/kMfisj,  249. 

iGsculapius  (Ss-kdIi'pT-fis),  322. 

^'sopU  Fables,  183,  568. 

A«tius  (ft-8^shT-&s),  546. 

iEtna  (St^na),  Mount,  8,  131, 132. 

iB-to'li-a,  282. 

iEtolian  League,  282. 

Af-ghan-i-stan',  276  and  note  1. 

Af'ri-ca,  commercial  products  of,  87, 301, 482 ; 

Roman  province  of,  385,  note  2,  477,  543, 

552 

Agade  OLg'Mrdif),  37. 
Ag-a-mem'non,  139,  141,  142, 151. 
.-I'^er  Ro-ma'nut,  346,  346. 
A{po-ra,  the  Athenian,  580,  625. 
Agrarian  law,  of  Tiberius  Gracchus,  397,  398. 
A'gric'o-la,  462. 
Agriculture,  Oriental,  81,  82  :  Athenian,  229 ; 

early  Roman,  314,  315;  decline  of,  in  Italy, 

394,397. 
A-grip'pa,  634. 
Ah'ri-man,  96,  96. 
Ahura-Mazda  (X-hS&rd-mSz'da),  73,  95  aud 

note  1,96,515. 
Al'a-ric,  proclaimed  king  of  the  Visigothn, 

540 ;  in  Greece,  540,  541  ;  defeated  in  Italy 

by  Stilicho,  541  ;  captures  and  sacks  Rome, 

541,  542  ;  his  death  and  burial,  542. 
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Al'te  Lon'ga,  309,  3t0«  312,  313. 

Alban  Mount,  the,  309  and  note  2. 

Al-cee'tit,  250. 

Al-ci*bi^»-dee,  character  of,  237,  288;  per- 
•uadea  the  Athenians  to  undertake  the  Sicil- 
ian expedition,  238;  proves  a  traitor,  239, 
240;  recalled  by  the  Athenians,  241. 

Alesia  (d-18/8hT-d),  422  and  note  1. 

Al-ex-an'der  the  Great,  his  personal  traits, 
287,  208;  education  of,  268;  crushes  rebellion 
in  Thrace,  268,  260 ;  destroys  Thebes,  269 ; 
overthrows  the  Persian  Empire,  272-275;  his 
expeditions  in  the  Far  East,  275,  276 ;  death 
of,  277;  results  of  his  conquests,  277,278; 
compared  with  Hannibal,  366. 

Al-ex-an'dri-a,  founded  by  Alexander  the 
Great,  274  ;  situation  of,  285;  description  of 
the  ancient  city,  286 ;  its  mixed  popidation, 
286 ;  commercial  importance  of,  301 ,  481 ; 
second  largest  city  in  Roman  Empire,  477. 

Alexandrian  Library,  the,  286,  290,  291,  424, 
425. 

Alexandrian  Museum,  the,  286,  290,  291. 

AlMi-a,  battle  of  the,  339. 

Alphabet,  orisln  of,  14;  Phcenioian,  15,  16, 
148;  as  a  civilizing  agency,  16 ;  Greek,  138, 
306 ;  Etruscan,  306,  307  ;  Runic,  537,  538, 
note  2.    8e«  alio  Writing. 

AhM,  the,  117  and  note  1,   128,  367,  541, 

Altai  (U-tiO  Mountains,  29. 

Amon  (ii/m^n),  deity  of  Thebes  united  to  Ra, 
47,  92 ;  Alexander  declared  to  be  a  son  of, 
274. 

Am-phio'ty-o-ny,  Dellan,  164,  216;  Delphic, 
164,263. 

Amphitheaters,  Roman,  478  and  note  1,  590; 
the  Flavian,  691,  635. 

A-mu^i-us,  312. 

Amusements,  Athenian,  684-688;  Roman, 
688-593. 

An-afa-MiM^  the,  by  Xenophon,  252,  271. 

A'nau,  prehistoric  civilization  of,  32. 

An-ax-a^o-ras,  221. 

Ancestor  worship,  Roman,  318-320;  impor- 
tance of  male  children  for,  563,  664. 

Aniens  Mar'ti-us,  313. 

An-da-lu'si-a,  543. 

Angles  (Kq'g'ls).    See  Anglo-Saxons. 

Anglo-Saxons,  conquer  Britain,  644;  con- 
verted to  Christianity,  560. 

Animals,  domestication  of,  9-11  and  11,  note 
2  ;  Egyptian  animal  worship,  94  and  note  1  ; 
Roman  animal-hunts,  590  and  note  2. 

An-ta^kl-a.    See  Antioch. 

An-tal'ci-das,  Peace  of,  243. 

An-tig'o-ne,  249. 

Antioch  (In'tT-Sk),  capital  of  the  kingdom  of 
the  SeleucidflB,  286,  287,  477  ;  as  a  commer- 
cial center,  481 ;  early  Jewish  Christians  in, 
518. 

An-ti'o-chus  the  Great,  king  of  Syria,  380. 

An-tis'the-nes,  298,  note  2. 

Antonine  Cspsam,  455,  note  2. 

An-to-ni^nus  Pi' us,  reign  of,  457,  458 ;  Wall 
of,  468. 

An-to'ni-us,  Mar'cus.    See  Antony. 

An'to-ny,  pronounces  funeral  eulogy  of  C»- 
»r,  427  ;  succeeds  to  Cesar's  power,  428  ;  a 
member  of  the  Second  Triumvirate,  429 ; 
war  between  Octavian  and,  429,  430. 


Ap/en-nines,  the,  128,  129,  132,  309,  368 
Aphrodite  (Sf-r6-dia#),  goddou,  156 ; 

of,  at  Melos,  610  and  note  2,  629. 
A' pis,  sacred  Egyptian  buU,  94  and  note  1. 
Apocrypha  (d-pok'rT-fd),  the,  102,  note  1. 
A-poFlo,  island  of  Delos  sacred  to,  120  ;  hie 

aUributes,  166 ;  oracle  of,  at  Delphi,  158-160; 

honored  by  the  Delian  and  Delphio  ampliic- 

tyonies,  164:  worship  of,  introdnced   into 

Rome,  308,  322. 

A-pox-y-om'e-nus,  the,  162, 612. 
Ap'pi-an  Way,  348, 414,  481, 585. 
A'quB  8ex'ti-»,  baUle  of,  404. 
Aqueducts,  Roman,  619  and  note  2 ;  Glaoidlan 

Aqueduct,  348, 449, 619;  Pont  du  Gard,  489. 
A-ra^bi-a,  a  link  between  Asia  and  AiricA,  34; 

commercial  products  of,  87,  301,  482. 
Ar^a-bic  numerals,  17. 
Ar'abs,Mohammedan,destroyVlaIgoihicki]if. 

dom  in  Spain,  543,  note  1 ;  repulaed  frooi 

Gaul  by  the  Franks,  556. 
Aral  (Sr^ai)  Sea,  31,  64. 
A-ral'lu,  Babylonian  underworld  of  the  dead, 

98. 

Ar-a-mn'ans,  50, 65. 
Aramaic,  50,  note  1, 102,  note  1. 
Ararat  (dr'd-rSt),  Mount,  33  and  note  1, 
Ar-be'la,  battle  of,  274,  276. 
Ar-ca'di-a,  246,  247. 
Ar-ca^di-us,  emperor,  540. 
Arch,  the,  108,  109,  143,  307,604,  617. 
Arches,  Roman  triumphal,  620;  of  Titua,  462, 

637;  of  Constantine,  605,  635 ;  of  Septimine 

Severua,  6.37. 
Ar-chi-meMes,  291,  292. 
Architecture,  prehistoric,  22 ;  Egyptian,  102, 

103;   Babylonian  and  Assyrian,    104,  106; 

Etruscan,  307 ;  Greek,  603-607 ;  Roman,  61 7* 

G21 .    See  also  Temples. 
Arc'tic  Ocean,  117. 

Ar-e-op'a-gus,  hill,  624;  Council  of  the,  625 
Ares  (S'rSz),  156,  510,  625. 
Ar^go,  139. 
Ar^go-lis,  a  district  of  southern  Greece,  126, 

142,  150 ;  overrun  by  the  Dorians,  149 ;  not 

a  member  of  the  Peloponuesian  League,  168. 
Ar'go-nauts,  the,  139. 
Ar'gos,  capital  of  Argolis,  126, 127  ;  myth  of 

its  foundation,  138  ;  neutral  during  the  Per- 
sian invasions,  200;  alliance  of,  and  Athena, 

222 ;  in  the  Acliiean  League,  2^. 
Ar-is-tag'o-ras,  190. 
Ar-is-tar'chua,  296,  note  2. 
Ar-is-ti'des,  his  characterand  policy,  197, 196; 

ostracism  of,  199 ;  his  services  in  connection 

with  the  Delian  League,  215,  216;  death  of, 

217. 

A-ris'ti-on,  gravestone  of,  195,  609. 
Ar-is-toph'a-nes,  250,  254,  289,  238. 
Aristotle  (Sr^Ts-tBt'l),  255-257,  268. 
Arithmetic,  origin  of  numerals,  17  ;  methods 

of  reckoning,  17. 18 :  the  zero  aign,  18 ;  Baby* 

Ionian  knowledge  of,  107. 
Ar-ine'ni-a,  33,  271,456. 
Ar-min'i-us,  German  nati<mal   leader,  442, 

443  and  note  2. 
Army,  Macedonian,  under  Philip  11,261,  262; 

Roman,  during  the  early  republic,  360>364 ; 

changes  in,  from  the  time  of  Muinai  401; 

under  the  Early  Empire,  468, 467. 
Ar'no.    See  Amus. 
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Ar'nus  RiTer,  129,  344. 

Ar-pi^nuin,  416. 

Art,  prehiatoric,  20-23;  Oriental,  102-106; 
.figean,  147 ;  in  the  Homeric  Age,  153 ;  cbar- 
acteriatics  of  daoeical,  601-603.  See  aix 
Architecture,  Minor  arte,  Painting,  Sculp- 
ture. 

Ar-ta-pher/nes,  192,  193, 196. 

Ar^te-mia,  156,  170,611. 

Ar-te-mis^i-um,  batUe  of,  203. 

Aryan  (itr'y&n),  24,  note  1.  See  alio  Indo- 
Europeana. 

A$f  Roman  copper  coin,  316  and  note  3. 

Aa-ca^ni-ua,  312. 

A'ai-a,  grand  diviaiona  of,  29,  phyaical  con- 
trasta  between  Europe  and,  115, 116;  Roman 
province  of,  384  and  note  2, 386,  note  2;  406, 
477. 

A'ai-a  Mi'nor,  a  Mnk  between  Aaiaand  Europe, 
34 ;  western  coaat  of,  aettled  by  the  Greeka, 
121,  150;  conquered  by  Alexander,  272, 
276. 

Aaaembly,  of  freemen,  in  Homeric  Oreeoe, 
166, 167;  Spartan,  169;  Atlienian,  226,  226. 
229,  236,  238, 625 ;  Roman,  328-330,  332, 333, 
379,  409,  440.    See  also  Comitia. 

Aaauan  (Ka-awKn^)  dam,  40,  note  2,  44 

Aa'aur,  early  capital  of  Aai^ria,  38. 

Aa-ayr'i-a,  riae  of,  38,  56 ;  formation  of  the 
Aflayrian  Empire,  56, 57;  character  of  Aavyrr- 
ian  rule,  57 ;  reign  of  Sargon  II,  67,  58 ; 
reign  of  Sennacherib,  58 ;  capture  and  de- 
atruction  of  Nineveh,  69,  GO. 

Aatrology ,  Babylonian,  93, 1 10. 

Aatronomy,  prehiatoric  and  primitive,  19,  20 ; 
Egyptian  and  Babylonian,  107,  106,  110; 
Heileniatic,  292. 

A-the'na,  goddeas,  138, 166 ;  atatue  of,  in  the 
Parthenon,  606,  610,  G29 ;  Temple  of  Athena 
Nik6,  628 ;  the  Guardian  Athena,  628;  the 
Parthenon,  629-C31. 

Ath'ena,  capital  of  Attica,  125 ;  myth  of  ita 
foundation,  138 ;  early  hiatory  of,  172-176; 
aids  the  Ionian  Greeka,  190,  191 ;  repulsea 
the  Persiana  at  Marathon,  192-196 ;  aban- 
doned during  the  Persian  War,  204,  207 ;  re- 
building of,  213 ;  becomes  head  of  the  Delian 
League,  216,  216 ;  becomes  miatreaa  of  the 
DelUn  League,  218, 219 ;  affronted  by  Sparta, 
220;  war  between,  and  SparU,  222;  Thirty 
Teara^  Truce,  222 ;  civilization  of,  in  tlie  Age 
of  Pericles,  223-233;  rivalry  with  Sparta, 
233-235;  the  Peloponnesian  War,  235-241 ; 
rule  of  the  *'  Thirty  TyranU ' '  at,  242 ;  unites 
with  Sparta  against  Thebes,  246 ;  unitea  with 
Thebea  against  Philip,  266 ;  treatment  of,  by 
Philip,  206;  fails  to  recover  independence 
after  death  of  Alexander,  282;  captured  by 
SuIU,  408  ;  captured  by  Alaric,  641  ;  the  an- 
cient city  as  an  nrt  center,  623-631. 

A^hos,  Mount,  192,  200. 

At-lan'tic,  the  name,  118,  note  2. 

Atreus  (a'troos),  141 . 

A'iri-um,  the,  320,  576,  677,  581,  619 

Atai-ca,  120,  124  and  note  3,  125,  138,  146, 
150,  172,  193,  203,  207,  224. 

At'ti-la,  leader  of  the  Huna,  645 :  repnlaed 
at  Chftlona,  546 ;  threatens  Rome,  547 ;  hia 
death,  M7. 

Au'gu-ry.    See  Auspices. 
Au-gua'tua,  hia  character   and  personality, 


437,  438;  rule  of ,  aa  emperor,  438-443;  the 

Auguatatt  Age,  443-447. 
Auffiuiusy  the  tiUe,  437,  438,  498. 
Au-re'li-an,  emperor,  496,  497,  638;  Wall  of, 

497,632. 
Au-re^Ii-ua,  Mar'oua,  reign  of,  468,  469 ;  hia 

Meditations^  459,  611 ;  peraeoution  of  the 

Chriatiana  under,  626. 
Aua^pi-cea,  taking  of  the,  325, 362. 
Aua'tri-a,  645,  668. 
Av'eu-tine  Hill,  632,  note  1. 
A-veafta^  the  ancient  Peraian  acripturea,  96, 

note  1. 

Baalbek  (bXl-bSkO,  Temple  of  the  Sun  at,  489, 
491. 

Bab'y-lon,  beoomea  capital  of  Babylonia,  37  ; 
adorned  by  Hammurabi,  38 ;  monumenta  of, 
61 ;  explorationa  on  the  site  of,  61,  note  1 ; 
fate  of  the  city,  62 ;  a  great  commercial  cen- 
ter, 86 ;  becomes  capital  of  the  Alexandrian 
Empire,  277. 

Bab-y-Io'ni-a,  phyaical  featurea,  36 ;  produo- 
tiona,  36, 36 ;  an  early  center  of  civilization, 
36 ;  aettled  by  Semitea,  36  ;  city-kingdoms 
of,  36,  37  ;  early  kings  of,  37,38;  invaded  by 
Hittites,  38;  decline  of.  In  political  power 
after  1600  b.c,  38 ;  revival  of,  under  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, 60 ;  becomes  subject  to  Persia, 

Bacchus  (bXk/ifa),  483. 

Balearic  (bU  Mr^Tk)  lalea,  357. 

Balkan  (bAl-kKn')  Mountaina,  117, 122. 

Bal^tic8ea,117. 

Banking,  in  Babylonia,  84,  85. 

Banqueta,  Roman,  583,  684. 

"  Barbariana,"  defined,  180  and  note  3. 

Barsil'i-cas,  Roman,  618, 619 ;  Basilica  of  Con- 

stantine,  637  ;  Basilica  Julia.  637. 
Baa-reliefs,  Assyrian,  105, 106;  Greek,  608; 

Roman,  622. 

Bath,  city,  477,  682,  note  2. 
Baths.    See  Themua. 
Ba-va'ri-a,  668. 

Behiatun  (b&-hTa.t6&n/)  Bock,  72,  7a 
Bel'gi-um,  658. 
Bel-i-aa'ri-uB,  662. 
Be'ma,  the  Athenian,  227,  264. 
Ben'ja-min,  56. 
Be/ruig  Strait,  29. 
Beth'le-hem,  447. 
Bible,  Old  Testament,  101,  102  and  note  1; 

Apocrypha,  102,  note  1 ;  New  Testament,  518^ 

note  3. 
Bishop,  church  oflScial,  621  and  note  3;  of 

Rome,  622  and  note  1 . 
Black  Sea.    See  Euxine. 
Blan-di'na,  526. 

Bo-a-di-ce'a,  British  national  leader,  449. 
Bceotia  (b^-o^shT-d),  a  state  of  central  Greece, 

124;   in  the  iEgean  Age,  145;  overrun  by 

Xerxes,  203. 
Boghaz-keui  (bS-gKz-kQ't),  Hittite  capital,46, 

note  1. 

Book  0/  the  Deadt  Egvptian,  97,  99. 
Booka.    See  Manuscripta 
Bordeaux  (bdr-dS^),  477 
Bo^re-as,  the  North  Wind,  121. 
BoB^po-nis,  the,  121,  178,  501. 
Botta  (b^-td/),  flmile,  excavations  by,  at  Khoi^ 
",  76. 
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Bnw'f-dM,  237. 
Bren'nus,  ^10. 

Britain  (brTf  *n),  visitod  by  Pytheas,  2M ; 
twice  invaded  by  Julius  Cseaar,  421 ;  con- 


quest of,  begun  by  Claudius,  449  ;  revolt  of 
Boadicea,  449 ;  as  a  Roman  province*  449, 450 
and  note  1 ;  overrun  by  Angles  and  Saxons, 
644. 

Bri-tan'nl-a,  province  of,  450. 

Brit^ta-ny,  544,  note  3. 

BroDM,  use  of,  in  Egypt,  Babylonia,  and 
Crete,  8 ;  in  the  .£gean  world,  146. 

Brun-di^ai-um,  348,  410. 

Bruaus,  427-429. 

Bu-ceph'a-lus,  268. 

Bul-ga'ri-a,  441. 

Bur-gun'di-ans,  found  a  kingdom  in  Qaal, 
543 ;  conquered  by  the  Franks,  543,  554. 

Bur'gun-dy,  543. 

Byzantium  (bT-iin'shT-iiui),  site  of,  fixed  by 
the  Delphic  oricle,  150,  178;  captured  by 
Fausaniaa,  215 -,  refounded  as  Constanti- 
nople, 501. 

Cadiz  (ki'dfis),  89. 

Cad-me'a,  citadel  of  Thebes,  138,  243,  269, 
note  1. 

Cad'mus,  138. 

Cayii-an  Hill,  632,  note  1, 635. 

Caesar  (ae'zdr),  Oaius  Julius,  rise  of,  420 ;  a 
member  of  the  First  Triumvirate,  420 ;  his 
campaifrns  in  Oaul,  420-422;  civil  war  be- 
tween Pompey  and,  422-425;  rule  of,  425- 
427 ;  bis  asaassination,  427,  428 ;  as  a  man  of 
letters,  434. 

Ctesar,  the  title,  447  and  note  2,  498. 

Cairo  (ki'ro),  40,  43,  note  2,  74, 76,  note  2. 

Calah  ikmd).    See  Nirarud. 

Cal-e-do^Di-a,  450,  note  1. 

Calendar,  the  lunar  month,  19;  lunar  year, 
19;  Egyptian  solar  year,  19,  107;  Mexican 
solar  year,  19,  note  2;  the  week,  20;  the 
seven  -  day  week,  20 ;  Babylonian  lunar 
nu>nths,  107  and  note  2;  old  Roman,  325,  note 
2 ;  Cieflar*s  reform  of,  426,  note  1 ;  day  and 
night,  how  divided  by  Greeks  and  Romans, 
579,  note  2,  581,  note  1. 

Ca-lig^u-la,  reign  of,  448. 

CaMiVpe,  612. 

Calneh  (kU'ne),  77.    See  alto  Nippur. 

Cam-by'ses,  king  of  Persia,  65,  188. 

Ca-mil'lus,  340,  404. 

Campagna  (kttni-p&n'yK),  the,  130,  449,  528. 

Cam-pa^ni-a,  a  district  of  central  Italy,  130; 
Etruscan  rule  over,  30G. 

Canaan  (ka'ndn),  51,  52. 

Cauaanites,  54. 

Can'nip,  battle  of,  369,  370,  540. 

Can-ule^ian  hkw,  332. 

Canuleius,  3:32. 

Cap'i-to-line  Hill,  310,  314,  632,  637. 

Ca'pre-».    S^e  Capri. 

Capri  (kii'prS),  island,  130,  448. 

Cap'u-a,  united  with  Rome  by  Appian  Way, 
34xS  ;  becomes  au  ally  of  Hannibal,  370 ;  cap- 
tured by  the  Romans,  371. 

Car-a-c-il'la,  Edict  of.  472  ;  Baths  of,  636. 

"  Career  of  hmiorn,"  334. 

Car'rhw,  battle  of,  4*23. 

Car^thage,  a  Phoenician  colony,  88.  8n,  119;  a 
rival  of  the  Greeks  in  the  wetttern  Mediter- 


ranean, 180;  Carthaginians  in  Sicily,  206, 200, 
343,  359,  360 ;  a  rival  of  Rome,  356 ;  lefpmd- 
ary  foundation  of,  357  ;  Carthaginian  civili- 
sation, 357-359 ;  compared  with  Rome,  359 ; 
First  Punic  War,  359-363;  loses  Sardinia  aikd 
Corsica,  363 ;  creates  a  new  empire  in  Spain, 
364;  Second  Punic  War,  366-^73;  Roman 
jealousy  of ,  374 ;  destroyed  at  doae  of  Third 
Punic  War,  376 ;  refounded  aa  a  Roman  col- 
ony, 376,  note  2, 477 ;  becomes  capital  of  the 
Vandal  kingdom,  543,  547,  548. 

Carthage,  New,  364. 

Car-y-a'ti-des,  the  Porch  of  the,  629  and 
note  2. 

Caa'pi-an  Sea,  31,  276, 302,  539,  545. 

Cas-si-ter^i-des,  the  Tin  Islands,  87,  note  I. 

Cassius  (kSsh/fis),  427-429. 

Cas'tor,  Temple  of,  637. 

Cat'a-combs,  the,  at  Rome,  607,  528  and 
note  2. 

Caf  i-Iine,  Lu'd-us,  conspiracy  of,  418,  419. 

Ca'to  the  Censor,  advises  the  destruction  of 
Carthage,  374  and  note  2;  his  reference  to 
the  Achaean  exiles,  382;  his  political  activity 
and  censorship,  388,  389,  396;  as  a  man  of 
letters,  433. 

Cato  the  Younger,  a  republican  leader,  416, 
419,  423 ;  his  suicide,  425. 

Ca-tul^us,  435. 

Caucasian  (kd-kE^shSn)  Gates,  33,  34. 

Caucasian  race,  diviaions  of,  24. 

Caucasus  (k6^kd-siis)  Mountains,  33. 

Caudine  (kd'dTn)  Forks,  humiliation  of  R»- 
mana  at,  341,342. 

Cave  dwellings,  prehistoric,  4. 

Cecrops  (sCcrSps),  138. 

CelU  (afilta),  118,  308,  443,  449,  534, 644. 

Conusors,  333,  334. 

Ce-phis'sus,  stream,  624. 

Cer-a-mi'cus,  the  Outer,  624. 

Ceres  (sS'rSz),  323. 

Cheeronea  (kfir-^-nS'd),  defeat  of  the  Greeiu 
at,  2G6,  269;  Sulla's  victory  at,  408. 

Chalcidice  (kUsTda-at),  peninaula  of,  122, 
178;  Athenian  tributaries  in,  237,  2S0;  con- 
quered  by  Macedonia,  263.  • 

Chalcis  (kIl'sT»),  178. 

Chftlons  (shX^ldN'),  battle  of,  546. 

ChampoUioii  (shaM-ptl-ydN'),  Francis,  aerv- 
ices  of,  in  deciphering  Egyptian  hieroglyph- 
ics, 72. 

Chaos  (ka'Sa),  137. 

Chariot  races,  Roman,  689,  500. 

Charity,  under  the  Early  Empire,  487. 

Charlemagne  (shiir'lt-miln),  the  name.  655 
and  note  1 ;  his  personality,  666,557;  his  civ- 
ilizing work,  567;  builds  up  a  great  empire 
in  central  and  weatem  Europe,  567,  538; 
crowned  Emperor  of  the  Romans,  558,  668. 

Cliaron  (ka'rdn),  123. 

Charybdis  (ko-rlb'dTs),  132. 

Cheops  (ke^Sps), builder  of  the  Great  Pyramid, 
43,44. 

Chersonesus  (ktlr-sd-nS^s)is),  Tliraeian,  194. 

Clit>r''u-bim,  the,  105,  note  1. 

Cheh'ter,  4GS,  477  and  note  1. 

Chil(llio<Ml,  classical,  563-565. 

Chi'na,  prehistoric  age  in,  29 ;  beginnings  of 
Chinese  history,  3,  30;  influence  of  Chineee 
civilization,  30 ;  overland  commercial  routea 
from  western  Asia  to,  86,  87 ;  conunerdal 
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producta  of,  301,  482  i  the  silkworm  intro- 
duced from,  5S2. 

Chiueae  Wall,  the,  30  and  note  1. 

Ghiot  (ki^Sa),  121,  161. 

Chriat,  447,  618  and  noU  1,  624,  628. 

Chria-ti-an'i-ty,  rise  and  spread  of,  517-621 ; 
growth  of  the  Chriatian  Church,  621-522 ; 
the  Peraecutlona,  62^^528  ;  triumph  of,  629- 
631 ;  Chriatian  influence  on  aociety,  631-633; 
accepted  by  the  Viaigotha,  638 ;  accepted  by 
the  Franka,  666. 

Chriatiana,  peraecution  of.    See  Peraecutlona. 

GhriaVmaa,  date  of,  517,  note  1. 

Chria'tua.    See  Chriat. 

Church,  Chriatian,  organization  of,  521,  522 ; 
Council  of  Nicea,  530. 

Cicero  (sTa^r-S),  Marcua  Tulliua,  riae  of,  416, 
417 ;  hia  character  and  aima,  417,  418 ;  hia 
proaecution  of  Verrea,  418;  his  aervlcea  in 
connection  with  the  conapiracy  of  Catiline, 
419 ;  aaaasaination  of,  429 ;  aa  a  man  of  let- 
ters, 433,  4M. 

Cilicia  (sT-liahOr-d),  406,  415. 

Cilician  Oatea,  49,  270. 

Cim/bri,  403,  4M. 

Cimbric  War,  403,  404,  40C. 

Cimon  (ai'roSn),  hia  character,  217,  218,  221 ; 
military  exploits  of,  218;  his  policy  toward 
Bparta,  219,  220 ;  ostracism  of,  220 ;  adorn- 
ment of  Athena  by,  025,  628. 

Cincinnatus  (sTn-sT-na'tfis),  legend  of,  338  ;aa 
the  ideal  Roman,  387. 

Cin'na,  410. 

Circenaian  (sSr-aSn^sban)*  games,  689,  690, 
593. 

Cir^cua  Maxamus,  314,  589,  690,  632. 

Citiea,  HeUenlstic,  284-2S8;  Roman,  345,  476- 
480. 

Citizenship,  Athenian  policy  in  restricting 
the  franchise,  175,  232;  righU  of  Roman, 
345;  futile  effort  of  Oaiua  Gracchus  to  ex- 
tend, 401 ;  extension  of,  to  Italiana,  407  ;  lib- 
eral policy  of  Ceeaar  ni  granting  to  provin- 
ciala,  427;  widening  of  the  franchiae  under 
Augustus,  Claudiua,  Vespaalanfand  Hadrian, 
471;  Edict  of  Caracalla,  472;  righta of,  under 
the  Early  Empire,  472. 

City-atate,  the  Greek,  165,  166 ;  its  goTem- 
ment,  166,  167  ;  decline  of,  247,248;  the  Ro- 
man, 327,  345,  431.  440;  characteriatica  of 
the  classical  city,  502,  riC3. 

Civil  War,  between  Marius  and  Sulla,  409^11 ; 
between  Pompey  and  Cteatr,  422-425;  be- 
tween Antony  and  Octaviau,  4211-431 . 

Civilization,  Oriental  contributions  to,  112, 
113 ;  aapecta  of  iEgean,  145-148  ;  the  Grseco- 
Oriental  world,  302,  303;  Etruscan,  307; 
Carthaginian,  357-350 ;  the  Graco-Roman 
world,  488-491. 

Classes,  social.  In  the  ancient  Orient,  79,  80; 
in  the  Homeric  Age,  153, 154  :  at  Rome, 
during  the  regal  period,  329;  content  between 
patriciana  and  plebeiana,  330-332 ;  in  the 
later  republic,  392-395;  under  the  Early 
Empire,  484. 

Clau^di-an  einperor«,  44S-450. 

Claudiua,  reign  of,  448-4r)0 ;  extension  of  Ro- 
man citizenship  by,  471;  Aqueduct  of,  348, 
449  619. 

Cle'on,  Athenian  politician,  236|  237,  250, 
399. 


Cle-o-paara,  424,  430,  496. 

Cleruchiea  (kle'rA-kTz),  Athenian,  224. 

Clieuta,  Roman,  310,  note  2. 

Clia'the-nea,  Athenian  lawgiver,  174, 175,  197, 
220. 

Clo-a'ca  Max'i-ma,  313. 

Clothing,  claaaical,  573-675. 

Clo-til'da,  565. 

Clo'via,  Prankiah  king,  reign  of,  654,  F56. 

Codea,  legal.   See  Law. 

Coinage,  a  Lydian  invention,  84 ;  a  Greek 
minor  art,  616,  617.    See  also  Money. 

Colchis  (kSl'kTs),  139. 

Col^line  Gat«,  battle  of  the,  411. 

Colonies,  Phopnician,  89 ;  Greek,  176-180,  2M, 
277,  308 ;  Carthaginian,  357  ;  Latin,  in  Italy, 
&46-U8,  368,  371,  401,  406;  ''Roman,"  in 
Italy,  346,  note  1  ;  in  the  provinc6a,377,400, 
426,  466,  477,  488. 

Coloring,  of  Greek  templea,  603,  604 ;  of 
Greek  statues,  608. 

Col-os-se'um,  the,591 ,  621, 636  and  note  2, 637. 

Co-loe/aua  of  Rhodea,  288,  note  2. 

Col-um-ba'ri-a.  596,  596. 

Co-lum'bus,  296,  note  1,  297. 

Columns  of  victory,  Roman,  620 ;  Column  of 
OuUiua,  361 ;  Trajan'a  Column,  456, 622, 636. 

Comedy,  AUic,  250,  586;  Roman,  432,  433, 
588. 

Co-mi'ti-a,  cu-ri-a'ta,  328,  329;  een-tu-ri-af- 
ta,  329,  330,  332,  333,  379,  409,  440 ;  iri-buf- 
ta,  333,  440.    See  also  Aasembly. 

Commandmenta,  the  Ten,  91. 

Commerce,  beginniuga  of,  in  the  Orient,  85, 
86 ;  Babylon  and  Nineveh  aa  centera  of  Aai- 
atic,  86 ;  Phoenician  commerce  with  Europe, 
86  ;  Plioeniciau  exports  and  importa,  86,  87  ; 
trade  monopoly  of  tlie  Phoenicians,  87,  88 ; 
.£gean,  148 ;  abaence  of,  in  the  Homeric 
Age,  153 ;  Athenian,  230,  234 ;  early  Roman, 
311 ;  Carthaginian,  357  ;  under  the  Early 
Empire,  480^82  ;  decline  of,  under  the  Lat^r 
Empire,  506.    See  aim  Trade  routea. 

Com'mo-dua,  reign  of,  460, 494. 

Co'mo,  lake,  129 ;  city,  479. 

Composite  capital,  GOO,  618. 

Concord,  Temple  of,  401 ,  637. 

Conatantine  (k5n'atAn-t)n)  the  Great,  be- 
comes sole  emperor,  iXH) ;  founds  Constanti- 
nople, 601-503;  issues  the  Edict  of  Milan, 
529 ;  converted  to  Christianity,  529,  530 ;  fa- 
vora  the  Christians,  530;  calls  the  council 
of  Nicea,  530 ;  Arch  of  ,605, 635 ;  Basilica  of, 
636. 

Con-stan-ti-no'ple,  founding  of,  501,  502 ;  de- 
scribed, 502,  503  and  note  1. 

Con-sUnai-us,  603,  604. 

Consuls,  first  chosen,  328 ;  power  and  dignity 
of,  328 :  under  the  empire,  440,  499. 

Cook,  Captain,  297. 

Co-per^ni-cus,  296  and  note  2. 

Copper,  early  use  of,  in  Egypt,  Babylonia, 
Cyprus,  aud  Crete,  8,  86,  146 ;  among  the 
American  Indiana,  9,  note  1 ;  early  Roman 
copper  currency,  315,  316. 
Coiytic,  72. 

Corcyra  (kOr-si'rd),  127  and  note  4, 128,  234. 
Cor-fin'i-um,  406. 
Cor'fu.    See  Corcyra. 

Cor'inth,  location,  126;  excavations  on  the  sita 
of,  126,  note  3  ;  the  kingship  abolished  in. 
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167  ;  congreM  at,  481  B.C.,  199,  200,  211;  pre- 
cipitates tlie  Peloponnettan  War,  234 ;  PMi- 
bellenic  oongreaa  at,  337  b.  c,  267 ;  in  the 
Acboan  League,  283;  the  **  freedom  of 
Greece  "  proclaimed  at,  379,  380 ;  destroyed 
by  Rome,  382 ;  refounded,  382,  note  3,  477. 

Corinth,  Gulf  of,  124 ;  Isthmus  of,  125, 126  and 
note  1,  160,  199,  204. 

Cor-inth'i-a,  a  district  of  aouthem  Greece, 
126. 

Corinthian  capital,  604,  note  1,  606,  618,  626, 
635,637. 

Gor-i-o-la'nus,  legend  of,  337,  338. 

Cor-ne'li-a,  the  mother  of  the  Gracchi,  396, 
402. 

Com' wall,  87,  note  1. 

Cor'puiJufrU  Ci-vi'tit,  the,  474,  476,  563. 

Cor'si-ca,  119,  180,  306,  367,  363,  385,  note  2. 

Cosmology,  Egyptian  snd  Hebrew,  108 ;  early 
Greek,  156. 

Cow,  domestication  of  the,  10, 11. 

Cras'sus,  an  associate  of  Pompey,  412-414; 
ends  the  *'  War  of  the  Gladiators,"  414 ;  a 
member  of  the  First  Triumvirate,  420 ;  de- 
feated and  slain  in  the  battle  of  Carrhe,  423, 
441. 

Creation  legend,  Babylonian,  99,  100. 

Crete  (krSt),  early  use  of  bronxe  in,  8,  146 ; 
Cretsn  trade  with  Egypt,  45;  location  of, 
120 ;  importance  of,  in  Greek  legends,  143, 
144 ;  modern  excavations  in,  143,  145 ;  pre- 
historic Cretan  civilisation,  145-148. 

CrcesuB  (krg^siis),  king  of  Lydia,  63,  64;  his 
coinage,  84;  obtains  a  **  Delphic  "  response, 
159 ;  conquers  the  Asiatic  Greeks,  187, 188 ; 
overcome  by  Cyrus  the  Great,  188. 

Cro'ton,  343. 

CumsB  (ku'mS),  179,  306  and  note  1,  314, 322, 
341. 

Cu-nax'a,  battle  of,  270. 

Cu-ne'i-fomi  writing,  a  syllabic  system,  14 
and  note  1 ;  deciphering  of,  72, 73;  use  of,  on 
Tell-el-Amarna  tablets,  45  and  note  1 ;  Baby- 
lonian contract  tablets,  85,  89. 

Cu'ri-a^  a  brotherhood,  328;  a  municipal  coun- 
cil, 478. 

Cu-ri-aHea,  478,  608  and  note  1. 

Curule  (ku'rool)  chair,  328,  329. 

Cyb^e-le,  cult  of,  at  Rome,  514,  615,  617. 

Cyclades  (slk'ld-db),  the,  120  and  note  1. 

Cyclopes  (si-klS'pSs),  mythical  giants,  143. 

Cynicism  (sTn'T-sTzMn),  philosophy  of,  298. 

Cynoscephalse  (aTn-Qa^f/d-lS),  battle  of,  379. 

Cyprus  (si'prfia),  early  use  of  copper  in,  8 ; 
meaning  of  the  name,  8,  note  2;  trade  of, 
with  Egypt,  45 ;  conquered  by  Persia,  65, 188; 
early  colonised  by  the  Phoenicians,  8G ;  in  the 
iBgean  Age,  145 ;  wrested  from  Persia  by  the 
Greeks,  215;  controlled  by  the  Ptolemies, 
281. 

Cyrene  (si-rS^ni),  159,  180  and  note  1,  274, 
357. 
Cy'rus  the  Great,  king  of  Persia,  63,  64,  188, 

Cyrus  the  Younger,  expedition  of,  against 
Persia,  270-272. 

Dacia  (da'shT-d),  becomes  a  Roman  province, 
456;  abandoned,  494,  496,  538. 
Dal-ma^i-s,  497. 
Da-mas^cus,  51  and  note  1 ,  518. 


Dan'a-us,  138. 

Dan'ube  River,  66,  117, 189, 260, 441, 481 ,  49C>, 
601,  538-540,  645. 

Daphne  (dfif/ut),  287. 

Da-ri'us,  1, 65,  66, 188, 189, 191,  192, 196,  200 ; 
III,  273-275. 

Dates,  Greek  and  Roman  methods  of  deter* 
mining,  100,  note  2,  306,  note  1. 

Da/tia,  192,  193,  195. 

Da'vid,  Hebrew  king,  66. 

Dead  6ea,  the,  61. 

Deo-e-Ie'a,  240. 

De-cem'virs,  331. 

Decimal  system,  origin  of,  17. 

De'ci-ua,  Roman  consul,  842  ;  Roman  empe- 
ror, 494,  626. 

De'li-an  League,  formation  of,  216 ;  becomes 
subject  to  Athens,  218,  219 ;  constitution  of, 
223,  224  :  funds  of,  used  by  Athens,  231. 

De^los,  island  of,  120, 164,  216,  219. 

Delphi  (dSl'fi),  location  of,  124;  oracle  of 
Apollo  at,  158-160 ;  Pythian  games  at,  160, 
164 ;  Greek  thank-offering  1^  207,  note  1, 
603 ;  the  Sacred  wars,  164,  263. 

Delphic  oracle,  described,  158-160;  advisee 
the  Spartans  to  free  Athens,  175;  indlcatea 
site  of  Byxantium,  159,  178 ;  predictions  of, 
202,  204,  234 :  abolished,  631. 

Del'ta,  of  the  Nile,  40 ;  origin  of  the  name,  40, 
note  1. 

De-me'ter,  156,  323,  513. 

Demigods,  Greek,  137,  13S,  156,  165,  446. 

Democracy,  Athenian,  173, 176, 176,  197,  220, 
225-228.  • 

De-roos'tbe-nes,  as  an  orator,  264,  265;  hia 
PhilivpieM,  266 ;  his  OriUion  on  (he  Crown, 
269,  ^0 ;  death  of,  282. 

Den'mark,  558. 

Den-ta'tus,  Cu'ri-os,  387. 

Deucalion  (dd-kiaT-dn),  123, 124. 

De'va.    See  Chester. 

Dic-ta'tor,  his  powers,  328,  329.  Cineinnatua 
as,  338;  Fabius  Maximus  as,  368.  369;  Sulla 
as  *'  Perpetual  Dictator,"  411,  4ll 

Di'do,  legendary  founder  of  Carthage,  357. 

Dioceses,  498  and  note  1. 

Diocletian  (di-6-kl9'shAn),  becomes  emperor, 
497;  his  reforms,  497-500;  abdicates,  600; 
persecution  of  the  Christians  by,  627. 

Diogenes  (dI.5J't-u3z},  299. 

Dionysus  (di-ft-ni'sfis),  attributes  of,  156 ;  god 
of  the  Orphic  mysteries,  512 ;  dramatic  per- 
formances at  the  festivals  of,  686, 687 ;  Thea- 
ter of,  687,  688,  626. 

Dip'y-lon  Gate,  624. 

Dis-cob'o-Ius,  the,  161,  609,  610. 

Divination,  Babylonian,  92,  98:  Etruscan, 
307  ;  Roman,  325,  362.    See  also  Astrology. 

Divorce,  48G,  573. 

Do-do' na,  oracle  of  Zeus  at,  123, 166. 
Dog,  domestication  of  the,  10. 
Dolmens,  22. 

Domestication,  of  animals,  9-11  and  11,  note 
2 ;  of  plants,  II,  12  and  note  1 :  35. 
Do'min-us,  the  title,  438,  499. 
DomlUan  (d$-mTsha-an),  reign  of,  455 ;  hia 
treatment  of  the  Christiana  in  Rome,  625. 
Don  River,  115,538. 

Do'ri-ans,  conquer  the  Peloponnesus,  149, 160, 
167  ;  settle  in  Asia  Minor,  Crete  and  Rhodes, 
150. 
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Doric  order  of  architecture,  004,  606 ;  exam- 
ples of,  625,  630. 

Do'ver,  468. 

Dra'co,  his  code,  173. 

Drama,  AtlienUw,  666-588;  Roman,  688, 689. 

Dramatuta,  Athenian,  'i48-250. 

Du-iPi-ua,  wins  battle  of  MyUe,  361 ;  Column 
of,  361. 

Dn-umfviM^  478. 

Dying  Gaul,  the,  612. 

E-bor'arCum,  468,  477. 

B'bro  River,  364,  367,  668. 

Ec-bat^a-na,  63. 

Edict,  of  Garacalla,  472 ;  the  Perpetual,  474 ; 
of  Oaleriua,  529 ;  of  Biilan,  529. 

B'dom,  55. 

Education,  Orientol,  111,112;  Spartan,  170, 
171;  Athenian,  .566-569;  Roman,  669-571. 
Sm  also  Universitiea. 

E-ge'ri^^  313. 

S'gypt,  physical  features.  38-40  ;  the  "  gift  of 
the  Nile,"  40;  an  early  center  of  civilization, 
41 ;  settlement  of,  42 ;  prehistoric  age  in,  42; 
early  kings  of,  42-44 ;  invaded  by  the  H^k- 
soa,  44,  45 ;  becomes  a  world  power,  45 ;  im- 
perial splendor  of,  45,  46;  conquered  by  Per- 
sia, 48,  65;  visited  by  Greeks,  180,  184; 
added  by  Alexander  to  the  Haoedonlan  Em- 
pire, 273, 274 ;  under  the  Ptolemies,  281 ;  be- 
comes subject  to  Rome,  424,  430. 

Bin'hard,  556. 

El'be  River,  441. 

Elections,  Athenian,  225;  Roman,  384. 

£I-eu-ain'i-an  mysteries,  168,  513,  614,  581, 
623. 

E-leu'sls,  613,  605,  623. 

E^lis,  160. 

Elysium  («-lTzh'T-fim),  155. 

Embalming,  Egyptian  custom  of,  74,  97. 

Emperor  worship,  446,  447,  488,  511,  524. 

Empire,  Old  Babylonian,  36-38;  Egyptian, 
45-48;  Hebrew,  54-56 ;  Assyrian,  66-«) ;  New 
Babylonian,  60-62  ;  Persian.  63-69  ;  Athe- 
nian, 219,  223  ,224;  Spartan,  242-244  ;  Maoe- 
donian,  266,  277, 278, 280, 281 ;  Carthaginian, 
357-359;  Roman,  437-464,  465-471,  493-500, 
547-549, 551-^54, 566-559;  Parthian,  423,  441, 
456,  459,  495 ;  New  Persian,  496,  499,  504. 
See  also  Rome. 

Engineering,  Babylonian,  109, 110;  discoveries 
of  Archimedes,  291,  292. 

Bng'land,  544. 

E^-pam-i-non'daa,  his  tactics  at  the  battle  of 
Leuctra,  244;  character  of,  245, 246;  humbles 
Bparta  and  raises  Thebes  to  preSminence, 
246;  his  death,  247. 

Bphesus  (8f'«-sfi8),  272,  477,  483,  note  3. 

Eph-i-aPtes,  201. 

Eph'ors,  Spartan,  169,  170. 

Epic  poetry,  Babylonian,  99, 100 ;  Greek,  150, 
151;  Roman,  461. 

Ep-ic-te^tuB,  511. 

Ep-i-cu-re'an-ism,  philosophy  of,  296, 436, 455, 
note  1. 

Ep-i-cu'rus,  297,  298. 

E-pi'niB,  a  district  of  northern  Greece,  123, 
127, 259,  343. 

Equestrian  order,  formation  of,  393;  the 
kuights  as  capitalists,  393,  394 ;  under  the 
Early  Empire,  484. 


Er-a-tos/the-nes,  founder  of  scientific  geo- 
graphy, 294-296. 

Erechtheum  (6r-9k-th8^fim),  the,  629. 

E-rech'theua,  629. 

E-re'tri-a,  aids  the  Ionian  Greeks,  191 ;  de- 
stroyed by  the  Persians,  193,  194. 

Es^qui-line  Hill,  632,  note  1,  635. 

E-thi-o'pi-a,  39,  45,  65. 

S-tni'rl.a,  a  district  of  oentral  Italy,  129,  306. 

E-traa'cans,  their  early  civilixatiou,  129,  307; 
their  rule  in  Italy,  306 ;  influence  of,  on  the 
Romans,  307,  313,  314. 

Euboea  («-b8^d),  island,  120,  178,  191,  193, 
203. 

Euclid  (ulclTd),  Greek  geometrician,  291. 

Eaphrctea  (tt-fra'tSx)  River,  35,  423,  441,  450, 
496,601. 

Eu-rip'i-des,  260. 

^u-n/pa,  143. 

Eu'rope,  origin  of  the  name,  115,  note  1 ;  phys- 
ical features  of,  116,  116;  grand  divisions 
of,  116, 117  ;  central  and  northern,  1I&-118; 
southern,  118,  119. 

Eu-ro'tas  River,  127, 170. 

Eu-ryd'i-ce,  512. 

Euxine  (uk'sTn)  Sea,  86,  115,  117,  120,  121 
and  note  2, 139,  155,  178,  271,  302,  481,  601. 

Ev'ana,  Sir  Arthur,  excavations  in  Crete  by, 
144,  146. 

Excavations,  at  Anau,  32;  at  Boghas-keui, 
46,  note  1 ;  on  the  site  of  Samaria,  56,  note 
1 ;  on  the  site  of  Babylon,  61,  note  1  ;  at 
Susa,  68,  note  1 ;  at  Sardis,  68,  note  2 ;  by 
Botta  at  Khonabad,  75;  by  Layard  at  Nim- 
rud  and  Kuyunjik,  76;  at  Nippur,  77,  112 ; 
at  Corinth,  126,  note  3;  at  Corcyra,  127, 
note  4 ;  at  Troy,  Mycene,  Tinrna,  and  Onoe- 
Bua,  140-145;  on  the  site  of  Delphi,  160, 
note  1;  on  the  site  of  Olympia,  1G2-164;  at 
Cyrene  and  Naucratis,  180,  note  1;  at  Per- 
gamum,  287,  note  3 ;  at  Rome,  310,  note  1 ; 
at  Ostia,  313,  note  1;  at  Pompeii  and  Her- 
culaneum,  454,  465  and  note  1;  of  Nero's 
Golden  House,  460,  note  3;  of  Hadrian's 
villa  at  Tibur,  486,  note  1;  on  the  Athenian 
Acropolis,  626,  note  4 ;  in  the  Colosaeum, 
636;  in  the  Roman  Forum,  636. 

Ex'e-ter,  469. 

Exposure,  custom  of.    See  Infanticide. 

PVblus  Max'i-mus,  Quin'tus,  dictatorship  of, 

368,369. 

Fh-mWi-a^  the  Roman,  316  and  note  2. 
Family,  the,  in  the  Homeric  Age,  154  ;  early 

Roman,  316-318, 321;  in  the  Roman  imperial 

age,  486,  607 ;  German,  635,  536.    See  aiao 

Women. 

Farming.    See  Agriculture. 
FatceM  (ilMU),  the,  327-329. 
Fates,  the,  166. 
Fayum  (f!-y6bm'),  44. 
Feb-nt-a'ri'US^  319,  note  3. 
Federations,  Delian  Amphlctyony,  164,  216 ; 

Delphic  Amphictyony,  1G4, 263 ;  Peloponne- 

sian  League,  l(i8,  212,  21G;  Delian  League, 

216,  218, 219,  223,  224 ;  iEtolian  League,  282; 

Achppan  League,  283,  284;  Latin  League, 

309,  310,  312. 
Fefri^,  Roman   holy  days,   326,    327,  530, 

note  1. 
Festivals,  Hebrew,  91;  Greek  athletic,  160- 
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164 ;  early  Roman,  310,  320, 326,  327 ;  Atho- 
nian,  585,  586,  630,  631. 

Finland,  117. 

Flam-i-Di'nus,  379. 

Fla'vi-an  emperors,  the,  462-456. 

Flood  legend,  Babylonian,  100;  Greek,  124. 

Flor'ence.    See  Florentia. 

Flo-ren'ti-a,  129. 

Fo'rum,  the  Roman,  310,  314;  temple*  of 
Janus  and  Vesta  in,  321;  as  a  business  cen- 
ter, 393,  394;  monuments  in,  636,  637. 

France,  544,  568. 

Franks,  under  Glovls  conquer  northern  Gaul, 
544,  554 ;  Romanization  of,  555 ;  converted 
to  Cbristiauity,  566;  under  the  successors 
of  Clovis,  566;  under  Charlemagne,  656-559. 

Frontiers,  of  the  Roman  Empire,  under  Au- 
gustus, 441^143;  fortifications  of,  467,  408. 

Funersl  rites,  Athenian,  593,  594 ;  Roman, 
694,  696. 

Furies,  the,  157. 

Furniture,  classical,  677,  578. 

Future  life,  ideas  of,  Egyptian,  97. 98 ;  Baby- 
lonian, 98;  Hebrew,  98,  99 ;  early  Greek,  155, 
167, 158 ;  early  Roman,  318-320;  in  the  Greek 
mysteries,  512-514 ;  In  the  Oriental  religions, 
517  ;  m  Cbnstianity,  518,  620. 

Gardes,  89. 

Gai'se-ric,  Vandal  king,  547,  648. 

Ga-hi'ti-a,  287,  note  2. 

Ga/len,  293. 

Ga.le'ri-U8,  529. 

GaVi-lee,  lAke  of,  51  and  note  1. 

Gal'H-a  Cis-al-pi'na,  a  district  of  northern 
lUly,  129  and  note  1 ;  Trans-al-pi'ua,  129, 
notel.    See  also  Q%u\. 

Games,  Greek  national,  160-164;  Circensian, 
589,  690 ;  gladiatorial,  415,  486, 532,  680-692. 

Ganges  (gXn'jez)  River,  31,  276. 

Gar/da,  Lake,  129. 

Gaul,  Phoenicians  in.  89 :  Greeks  in,  180 ;  Cis- 
alpine, 129  and  note  1, 364, 378 ;  Transalpine, 
129,  note  1,  378,  403,  404,  421,  422,  W2,  643, 
564. 

Gauls,  their  inroads  in  Greece  and  Asia  Minor, 
287  and  note  2 ;  invade  Italy,  339 ;  capture 
Rome,  340 ;  join  Samnites,  342 ;  subdued  by 
Rome,  364,  378,  421,  422  ;  Romanized,  422 ; 
given  citizenship,  471. 

Oau'ma-ta,  the  false  Smerdis,  65,  73. 

Ga'za,  captured  by  Alexander,  273. 

Ge'lon,  tyrant  of  Syracuse,  209,  359. 

Gems,  Greek,  616. 

Ge'ni-ns^  of  the  Roman  house-father,  320 ;  of 
the  Roman  emperor,  446,  524. 

GeM^  Roman,  IVtH,  note  1. 

Gen'tiles,  the,  180,  note  1,  618  and  note  2. 

Geographical  conditions,  influence  of,  on 
early  civilization  of  Asia,  34  ;  on  the  history 
of  Greece  and  Italy,  132-i:t4. 

Geography,  Babylonian  knowledge  of,  108, 
109;  Homeric,  155;  the  map  of  HecatSBUs, 
184 ;  progress  of,  during  the  Hellenistic  Age, 
293-207. 

Geometry.  107,  291. 

Ger'man  Ocean,  117. 

Germans,  an  Indo-European  people.  118,  534 ; 
invade  Gaul,  Spain,  and  Italy,  403. 404 ;  cam- 
paigns of  .Tnliiia  C»)8ar  against,  421 ;  revolt 
of,  under  Armiuius,  441-443 ;  campaigns  of 


Marcus  Aurelius  against,  459 ;  described  by 
Ciesar  and  Tacitus,  635 ;  progreaa  in  ctv-aiasr 
tiou  before  the  invasions.  Sd6  ;  resaosts  for 
tlieir  migrations,  536 ;  in  the  empire  «8  sol- 
diers, colonists,  and  slaTes,  637,  538;  their 
invasions  and  settlements,  638-^545,  547-551, 
654,  556;  their  influence  on  society,  Sfi9,  660. 

Germany,  twice  invaded  by  Julius  Cfleasr, 
421 ;  conquest  and  loss  of,  durincp  tbe  reipi 
of  Augustus,  441-443 ;  its  physical  features, 
534  536. 

Gi-bral'tar,  Strait  of,  86,  88, 119  and  note  1, 
357. 

Gid^e-(n),  64. 

GiFga-mesh,  hero  of  a  Babylonian  efMC,  100. 

Gizeh  (gS^zS),  43,  note  2. 

Gladiatorial  games,  416,  486,  532,  590-592. 

''Gladiaton,  War  of  the,"  413,  414. 

GnosBUS  (nBs'fis),  prehistoric  capital  of  Crete, 
144 ;  excavations  there,  144, 14I*. 

Golden  Horn,  the,  602. 

Golden  House  of  Nero,  450,  note  3. 

'^Go'sheu,  Land  of,"  52,  note  2. 

Goths,  invasions  of,  494,  495,  604.  See  also 
Ostrogoths,  Visigoths. 

Government,  Oriental,  76-79;  iBg^ui,  147; 
Greek,  166,  167;  Spartan,  169,  170;  Athe- 
nian^ 225-228  ;  early  Roman,  327-329 ;  of  re- 
publican Rome,  332-335 ;  the  Roman  provin- 
cial system,  384-386 ;  469-471. 

Gracchi  (grUc^),  the,  396,  401,  402. 

Gracchus,  Gains,  his  characteristica,  399 ;  hia 
reform  measures,  400,  401 ;  death  of,  401 ; 
Tiberius,  elected  tribune,  396;  hia  agrarian 
law,  397,  398 :  death  of,  396,  399. 

Grammar,  568. 

Grarni'cus  River,  battle  of  the,  272,  27S. 

Gravestone,    of    Aristion,    196,    609;     the 
'•Mourning  Athena."  233;  of  Hegeao,  504. 

Great  King,  title  applied  to  the  Peraian  mon- 
arch, 78. 

Greece  (grSs),  physical  features  of,  122:  divi- 
sions of  northern,  122,  123;  central,  124, 
125;  southern,  125-127;  physical  contrasts 
between  Greece  and  Italy,  132-134. 

Greeks,  their  legends,  137-139 ;  their  prehis- 
toric conquests  and  migrationa,  148-150 ;  re- 
ligion and  religious  institutions  of,  155-164 ; 
the  Greek  city-atate,  165-167;  coloniea  of, 
176-180 ;  their  languim^  and  literature  as 
bonds  of  union,  181-183 ;  intellectual  awak- 
ening of,  183-185 ;  the  Penian  and  Cartha- 
ginian wars.  186-210;  the  age  of  the  city- 
states,  21 1  -268;  become  subject  to  Macedoote, 
259-270;  **  freedom  of  Greece  "  proclaimed 
by  Rome,  379, 380;  become  subject  to  Rome, 
383 ;  secure  independence  in  the  ninetsMith 
century,  .383,  note  1. 

Guilds,  Oriental,  82  :  Roman.  483,  484. 

Gymnastics,  Athenian,  567, 580 ;  Roman,  569, 
5i82. 

Hades  (haM^z),  Greek  underworld  of  the 
dead,  155,  157,  158,  612;  god  of  the  under- 
world, r>i3. 

HaMri-an,  reign  of,  457 ;  Tomb  of,  4.'>8,  631 
and  note  1  ;  Wall  of,  in  Britain,  467  and 
note  1 ;  489,  541 ;  his  villa  at  Tibur,  486, 
note  1. 

Ha'lvs  River,  62, 380. 

Haiiiil'car  Bar'ca,  362,  364,  3G5,  366. 
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Haminunibi  (hAiii-d6-ri(^b«),  a  king  of  Baby- 
lon, 37,  38  ;  Ilia  code  of  laws,  37,  38,  81,  9U, 
91.      . 

Hanging  Gardens  of  Babylon,  61. 

Uati^ui-bal,  captures  Saguntum,  3G4  ;  as  a  aoh 
dier,  366,  36G ;  his  character,  366 ;  crosses 
the  Alps,  367  ;  in  Italy,  367-372  ;  defeated  at 
the  battle  of  Zauia,  372 ;  exile  and  death  of, 
374  and  note  1;  at  the  battle  of  Magnesia, 
380. 

Han' no,  exploring  voyage  of,  88,  294. 

Har'pa-lus,  disoovery  of  the  monsoons  by, 
300. 

Has^dru-bal,  brother  of  Hannibal,  in  Spain, 
371  ;  invades  Italy,  371 ;  defeated  and  shun 
at  the  Mrtaurus,  372. 

He/brews,  nomads  of  Arabia,  61  ;  their  tradi- 
tions as  recorded  in  the  Old  Testament,  52 ; 
in  Egypt,  52,  note  1 ;  settlement  of  Canaan 
bjr,  52, 51 ;  ruled  by  the  Judges,  54  ;  warfare 
with  the  Pliilistines,  54,  65 ;  reigns  of  Saul, 
David,  and  Solomon,  54-56 ;  secession  of  the 
Ten  Tribes,  66 ;  kingdom  of  Israel  conquered 
by  Assyria,  67,  58 ;  kingdom  of  Judea  con- 
quered by  Babylonia,  60  ;  become  subject  to 
Persia,  m  ;  become  subject  to  Rome,  415, 
416 ;  revolts  of,  against  Kome,  462  and  note 
1 ;  rise  of  Christianity  among,  617,  618. 

Heo-a^tae'us,  184. 

HeKen,161. 

Hel'i-con,  Mount,  124. 

HeFlas,  defined,  180. 

Uel'len,  123. 

Hel-le'nes,  180.    See  alto  Greeks. 

Hel-le-uis'tic  Age,  the,  280-302. 

Hellenization,  of  the  East,  277,  278,  284,  302; 
of  Rome,  308,  344,  389,  390. 

HeMes-pont,  described,  121  ;  Greek  settle- 
ments on,  178,  189 ;  bridged  by  Xerxes,  200; 
crossed  by  Alexander,  272. 

He/lota,  serfs  of  the  Spartans,  168,  169,  220. 

Hephffistus  (ht-fSs'tlU),  8, 166,  625. 

He/ra,  156,  610. 

Her'a-cles,  138, 130,  149,  260,  260,  322. 

Her-cu-la'ne-um,  destruction  of,  453, 454  ;  ex- 
cavations at,  465  and  note  1. 

Her'cu-les.    See  Heracles. 

Her'mse,  mutilation  of,  239. 

Herrmann.    See  Arminius. 

Her'mes,  god,  156,  239 ;  statue  of,  by  Praxi- 
teles, 607  and  note  3,  61 1 . 

Her'od,  king  of  Judea,  447,  note  1. 

He-ro'des  At'tl-cus,  479,  62(]. 

He-rod'o-tus,  his  travels,  251 ;  as  a  historian, 
251,  402. 

He^si-od,  a  Bu>otian  poet,  137,  181,  182,  460. 

Hes'ti-a,  156. 

Hez-e-ki'ah,  58. 

Hi-ber^ni-a,  450,  note  1. 

Hieroglyphics,  character  of  the  Egyptian,  13 
and  note  1 ;  deciphering  of,  71 ,  72. 

Himalaya  (hT-mii'ld-yd)  Mountains,  29. 

Hira'e-ra,  battle  of,  209. 

Hin'du-Kiish  Mountains,  276. 

Hip-par'chus,  Athenian  tyrant,  174 ;  Greek 
astronomer,  292. 

Hip'pi-as,  174,  175, 190, 192,  193. 

Hip-poc'ra-tes,  Greek  physician,  292. 

Hip^po-drome,  the,  at  Constantinople,  603, 
621. 

Hi/ram,  king  of  Tjrre,  65. 


His-sar'lik.    See  Troy. 

Historians,  Greek,  250-252 ;  Roman,  434, 462, 
463. 

History,  defined,  1 ;  beginnings  of,  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  world,  S ;  divisions  of,  26, 27. 

Hit'tites,  invade  Babylonia,  38 ;  their  warfare 
with  Rameses  II,  46;  excavation  of  Hittite 
capital  at  Bc^has-keui,  46,  note  1 ;  decline  of 
their  power,  49 ;  as  transmitters  of  Oriental 
civilization,  113  ;  compared  with  Etruaoans, 
306. 

Hoangho  (hwSng'hS),  29. 

HoMand,  558. 

Ho-mer'ic  Age,  150-166. 

Homeric  poems,  as  sources  of  Greek  mythol- 
ogy, 137, 155-158  ;  as  reflecting  a  prehistoric 
civilization,  140-144,  152,  153;  origin  and 
development  of,  160, 161  ;  plot  of  the  Iliad 
and  tbe  Odyuey,  151 ;  authorship  of  the  two 
epics,  151 ;  their  antiquity,  162  ;  their  value 
as  a  unifying  force,  181  ;  Alexander's  love 
of  the  Jliad,  267  ;  imitated  by  Vergil  in  his 
JEneidf  461 ;  subjects  of  school  study,  668. 

Ho-uo'ri-us,  einneror,  640,  641. 

Hor'ace,  461,462. 

Horse,  domestication  of  the,  11 ;  introduction 
of,  in  Egypt,  45. 

House,  early  Roman,  320;  later  Roman,  575- 
677. 

Hun'ga-ry,  545. 

Huns,  enter  Europe,  630,  645 ;  under  Attila, 
645 ;  invade  Gaul,  545,  546  ;  defeated  in  the 
battle  of  Ghftlons,  546 ;  invade  Italy,  646, 
647  ;  break-up  of  their  power,  547. 

Hydaspes  (hi-d&s'pSs)  River,  battle  of  the, 
276. 

Hyksos  (hTk'sSs),  barbarian  invaders  of 
Egypt,  44,  45. 

Hy-met'tuB,  Mount,  63,  623. 

Ides  (idz),  full-moon  day  in  Roman  calendar, 
32.5,  note  2 ;  of  March,  427. 

I-er^ne,  296. 

n^i-adt  the.    See  Homeric  poema. 

I-lis'sus,  stream,  624. 

IPi-um.    See  Troy. 

^yr'i-an  pirates,  punished  by  Rome,  364, 
o78. 

lUyricum,  385,  note  2,  421. 

Jm-pe-raftor,  353,  426,  600. 

Tm-pe'ri-wn^  327,  328. 

InMi-a,  begiuiiings  of  history  in,  3;  settle- 
ment of,  by  Indo-Europeans,  31 ;  relations 
of,  to  tbe  West,  31 ;  Persian  conquest  of  the 
Punjab,  66 ;  couimercial  routes  from  western 
Asia  to,  86,  87  ;  conquest  of  the  Punjab  by 
Alexander,  276;  rediscovery  of  sea  route  to, 
276,  300;  becomes  independent,  281;  com- 
mercial products  of,  301,  482;  tlie  English 
language  in,  470  and  note  1 . 

Indian  Ocean,  88,  300,  301. 

In'do-Chi'na,  30. 

In'do-Eu-ro-pe'ans,  relations  of,  to  Semites, 
24-25:  principal  divisions  of,  25;  settlement 
of  India  by,  31 ;  in  Europe,  118,  308,  634. 

In'dus  River,  31,  32,  66,  276,  300.  302. 

Industry,  in  the  Oriental  world,  81-83:  in  the 
Homeric  Age.  153 ;  at  Athens,  228,  229 ;  at 
Rome,  482-484. 

Infsnticide,  170,  317,  486,  532,  664. 

Inscriptioua,  character  of,  2;    tbe  Moabita 
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Btone,  16 ;  Cylinder  of  Bennaeheribf  69 ;  an 
Athenian  uucrlpttoD,  210;  EferuKU,  307, 
note  1  ;  on  Column  of  Duiliuo,  361 ;  Manu- 
mentum  Ancyranutn^  445,  446. 
I-o'nl-A,  aettled  by  the  Oreeks,  160 ;  Homeric 
poema  probably  compoaed  in,  160;  riae  of 

Jhiloaophy  in,  183*  184 ;  conquered  by  Lydia, 
87 ;  conquered  by  Persia,  188 ;  the  Ionian 
revolt,  190, 191 ;  in  the  Delian  League,  215, 
216;  betrayed  to  Persia  by  Bpaita,  243; 
wrested  from  Persia  by  Aleunder,  272. 

Ionian  Islands,  127. 

Ionian  Sea,  119. 

Ionic  order  of  architecture,  604,  606 ;  exam- 
ples of,  628,  629,  637. 

Iran  (B-rifay),  physical  characteristics  of,  33; 
Alexander's  conquests  in,  276. 

Ire'land,  296,  450,  note  1,  &M. 

Iron,  introduction  of,  in  Kgypt,  Greece,  and 
western  Asia,  8,  9;  unknown  in  the  New 
World,  9,  note  1 ;  unknown  in  the  iEgean 
A|(e,  152 ;  a  rarity  in  the  Homeric  Age,  153. 

Pais,  cult  of,  in  tlie  Roman  world,  61J^  617. 

Islands  of  the  Blest,  the,  165. 

I-soc'ra-tes,  2C3. 

Is^ra-el-ites.    See  Hebrews. 

Is'sus,  battle  of,  273,  275,  300. 

I-talMans,  settle  in  Italy,  306,  309;  principal 
divisions  of,  309 ;  how  ruled  by  Rome,  346; 
Roman  citixenship  conferred  on,  401,  407. 

Italica.    See  Corflnium. 

It'a-ly,  physical  features  of,  128 ;  diTisionsof 
northern,  128, 129;  central,  129, 130 ;  south- 
em,  131 ;  physical  contraata  between  Italy 
and  Oreece,  132-134 ;  Etrusoans  and  Oreelu 
in,  306-306  ;  Roman  conquest  of  central  and 
southern,  341-344;  under  Roman  rule,  344- 
346. 

Ith'a-ca,  151. 

Jack'aon,  A.  Y.  W.,  scaling  of  the  Behlston 
Rock  by,  72,  note  1. 

Ja'cob,  52. 

Ja-nic'u-lum,  HIU,  313,  631. 

Ja'nus,  Roman  deity,  320,  321  and  note  1 ; 
Temple  of,  321,  337,  443. 

Jap-a-nese',  14,  24,  30. 

Ja'son,  139. 

Jax-ar'tea  River,  31,  66,  276. 

Je-ho'vah,  tlie  name,  96,  note  2 ;  gradual  de- 
velopment of  Hebrew  ideas  of,  96,  97  ;  the 
Holy  of  Holies,  415,  416. 

Je-ru'sa-lem,  becomes  capital  of  the  Hebrew 
state,  65  and  note  3 ;  besieged  by  Sennach- 
erib, 58;  taken  by  Nebuchadnexsar,  60; 
taken  by  Pompey,  415 :  destroyed  by  Titus, 
452;  rebuilding  of,  and  subsequent  destruc- 
tion, 452,  note  1 ;  early  Jewish  Christians  in, 
518. 

Je'sus,  birth,  447  and  note  1 ;  cruciflxlon  of, 
517  and  note  2,  524  ;  aa  the  Measiah,  or 
Christ,  517,  518. 

Jews.    See  Hebrews. 

Jon's-than,  54. 

Jor'dan  River,  51,  62. 

Josh'u-a,  62. 

JuMah,  56. 

Jude'a,  56,  GO,  447. 

Judges,  period  of,  in  Hebrew  history,  54. 

Ju-Rur'tha,  403,  406. 

Jvgurthine  War,  403. 


Juni-a,  438. 

Ju'U-an,  emperor,  603,  604 ;  his  "  aposta^,** 
530. 

Julian  emperors,  447,  448. 

Ju'no  Mo-ne'ta,  Temple  of,  632. 

Ju'pi-ter,  deitv  of  the  Latin  League,  310;  aa 
omen  from,  312 ;  Temple  of,  on  the  Capito- 
line,  314,  322,  430,  632 ;  supreme  divinity  of 
Rome,  322. 

Jury  courta,  Athenian,  227,  228,  238. 

Jus-tin^i-an,  emperor  in  the  Kast,  551 ;  anb- 
duea  the  Germanic  kingdoma  in  Africa  and 
Italy,  552 ;  his  civilising  work,  652,  663. 

Jutes,  644. 

Ka^lends,  325,  note  2. 

Kandahar  (kOn/dd-hdr),  276,  note  1. 

Kar^nak,  Temple  of  Amon-Ba  at,  47  ;  Ball  of 

Columns  at,  48. 
Khartum  (kKr-tSom'),  39. 
Khoraabad     (kSrnsa-bSdOi    excavations    by 

BotU  at,  76. 
Kingship,  Oriental,  76-79  ;  in  early  Greece, 

166, 167 ;  in  early  Rome,  327,  328. 
''  Kitchen  middens,'*  4,  5,  10. 
Knights.    See  Bquestrian  order. 
Ko-re'a,  30. 
Kuyunjik    (kSS-ySftn-JSk'),    excavatlooa    by 

Layard  at,  76. 

Lab'a.rum,  629,  631. 

Lab'y-rinth,  the,  144. 

Lacednmon  (IXs-t-dS'mtfn),  168. 

La-co'ni-a,  a  district  of  southern  Greece,  126, 
127 ;  overnm  by  the  Doriana,  149,  167  ;  in- 
vaded by  Epaminondas,  246. 

Lake  dwellings,  6, 10,  129. 

Lam'a-chna,  239. 

Language,  Greek,  181,  302,  488,  489  and  note 
1,  518,  note  3 ;  Latin,  433.  434,  463,  476,  476, 
488,  489  and  note  1. 

Laoco6n  (l|.5k^-5n)  group,  the,  612. 

La'res,  320,  531. 

Latin  colonies.    See  Colonies. 

Latin  League,  390, 310,  312,  337,  »ia 

Lat'ins,  their  settlements  in  Latium,  300; 
form  the  Latin  League,  309,  310 ;  alliance 
between  Rome  and  the,  337 ;  Great  Latin 
War  340 

Latium  (IS'shT-ftm),  a  district  of  central  Italy, 
130, 309,  312;  expaiksion  of  Roman  dominion 
over,  337-^1. 

Law,  code  of  Hammurabi,  37,  38,  81,  90,  91 ; 
Mosaic  code,  81, 91 ;  Draconian  code,  173;  the 
Twelve  Tables,  331 ,  472;  gradual  improve- 
ment of  Roman  law,  473,  474 ;  character  of 
the  later  law,  474;  the  Perpetual  Edict,  474 ; 
the  Corpus  Juris  CiriliM,  474,  475,  563. 

"  Law  of  nations,"  473,  474. 

Layard  (la'drd),  Austen  H.,  excavations  by,  at 
Nimrud  and  Kuyunjik,  76. 

Leagues.    See  Federations. 

LeVa-non  Mountains,  50. 

Legion,  Roman,  its  normal  strength,  351 ; 
order  of  battle  and  tactica,  351,352;  in- 
trenched in  fortified  camps,  352,  353 ;  eqnip. 
ment  of  a  legionary,  367;  changes  in,  under 
Marius,  404 ;  standing  army  of  the  empirp, 
466,  467. 

Le-muM-a,  Roman  festival  of  the  dead.  319. 

Le^o  the  Great,  bishop  of  Rome,  647, 548. 
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Lft-on'i-das,  king  of  Sparta,  at  Tliermopylie, 

201,202. 
Lep^l-dus,  429. 
Lei/boa,  island  of,  121,  236. 
Le'to,  611. 

Leuc'tra,  battle  of,  243,  244. 
Libraries,  in  Babylonia  and  Aasyrla,  112; 

the  Alexandrian  Library,  286,  21)0,  2U1,  421, 

4*25. 

Libya  HTVI-d),  274. 
Li-ciu'i-an  laws,  332. 
Licin'i-ua,  500,  6(29. 
Lie' tors,  327,  328. 
Li-gu'ri-a,  a  district  of  northern  Italy,  129, 

•M4. 

Lin^coln,  4G9, 477  and  note  3. 
Lions'  Gate,  at  Hycene,  141. 
Literature,  Oriental,  09-10'J:  Greek,  181-183, 

248-252,  288-290  ;  Latin,  432-436,  460-463. 
Litter,  Roman,  581,  585,  596. 
Liv/y,  462. 

Loire  (Iwiir)  River,  551. 
Lom'bards,  form  a  kingdom  in  Italy,  662; 

conquered  by  the  Franks,  552,  567. 
Lom'bar-dy,  552. 
Lon-din^i-um,  449,  468,  477. 
Lon'don.  <SVa  Londinium. 
Lonir  Walls,  at  Athens,  230, 236,  241  and  note 

3,  G23. 

Louvre  (ISS'vr*),  museum  of  the,  75. 
Lu'ci-an,  289,  290,  610,  511. 
Lucretius  (Itt-krC'shlfis),  6,  note  1,298,  436, 

460. 

Lu-si-ta'ni-s,  377. 
Lux'or,  Temple  of,  47, 102,  103. 
Luxury,  during  the  Hellenistic  Age,  299, 300, 

302 ;  at  Rome,  during  the  later  republican 

period,  387,  388  ;  under  the  Early  Empire, 

485,486. 
Ly-ce'um,  an  Athenian  gymnasium  and  park, 

256,  note  1,  486,  note  I,  580,  6'24. 
Ly-cur^gus,  legendary  Spartan  lawgiver,  171, 

note  3. 
Lyd'i-a,  rise  of,  62 ;  conquered  by  Persia,  63, 

64,  1S8 ;  Lydian  coinage,  84 ;  the  Lydians  as 

transmitters  of  Oriental  civilisation,  113. 
Lyons  (IS-OnO,  477,  526. 
Lyric  poetry,  Greek,  182,  183 ;  Roman,  436. 
Ly-san'der,  wins  the  battle  of  iEgospotami, 

241  ;  organises   Spartan  rule  over  Greece, 

242. 
Ly-sic'ra-tes,  Cho-rag'ic  Monument  of,  587, 

6i26. 

Macedonia  (mSs-t-dS^nT-i),  the  country,  122, 
259 ;  conquered  by  Persia,  189,  192 ;  charac- 
teristics of  the  inhabitants,  260 ;  early  kings 
of,  260:  under  Philip  II,  260-267;  under 
Alexander,  267 ;  after  Alexander's  death, 
280,  281 ;  becomes  a  Roman  protectorate, 
379 ;  becomes  a  Roman  province,  382,  385, 
note  2. 

Macedonian  War,  First,  371 ,  31S,  379 ;  Second, 
37U;'niird.  :«1. 

Mte-ce'nas,  4rM),  461. 

Maggiore  (miid.JS'rS).  Lake,  129. 

Magic,  Babylonian,  92,  110. 

Mas[istrHtes,  Spartnn  ephors.  169,  170;  Athe- 
nian Ten  Generals,  226,  227  ;  Roman,  333- 
.%'V>,  440  ;  tnunlcipnl,  478. 

Mag'na  Gne'cl-a,  the  name,  131 ;  Roman  in- 


tercourse   with,  308,  344;    conquered   by 

Rome,  343,  314. 
Magna  Mater.  See  Cybele. 
Mag-ue'si-a,  battle  of,  380. 
Ma'ne*,  318,  319. 
Maniples,  352,  369. 
Man'li-us,  Roman  consul,  340. 
Man-ti-ne'a,  battle  of,  246,  247. 
Manufacturing,  Oriental,  82,  83;  Athenian, 

229 ;  Roman,  482. 
Manuscripts,  2  and  note  1, 101,  257,  290,  291, 

455,  note  1,  585  and  note  1. 
Mar^a-thon,  battle  of,  193-196, 198,  26B. 
''Marble  Faun,"  the,  610,  611. 
Mar-cel'lus,  Theater  of,  634. 
Mar-do'ni-us,  192,  206,  207. 
Mar-e-o'tis,  Lake,  285. 
Ma'ri-us,  Gai^us,  rise  of,  402,  403;  in  the  Ju- 

gurthine  War,  403 ;  destroys  the  Gimbri  and 

Teiitoues,  403,  404 ;  becomes  the  democratic 

leader,  406;  civil  war  between  Sulla  and, 

409,  410;  death  of,  410. 
Mar'mo^ra,  Sea  of,  502. 
Marriage,  classical  ceremonies  of,  572. 
Mars,  Roman  war  god,  312,  3S2. 
Marseilles  (mXr-sIlz/).  See  Massilia. 
Martyrs,  the,  626. 
Masai  (mKsiO,  the,  171,  note  1. 
Mas-i-nis'sa,  king  of  Numidla,  374. 
Mas-siM^i,  founded  by  the  Greeks.  180;  al- 
lied with  Rome,  378 ;  in  the  Roman  Empire, 

477. 

Mathematics,  Greek,  184, 291. 
Max-en'ti-us,  629,  636.  • 

Max-im^i-an,  498,  500. 
Me'di-a,  the  country,  33,  62;  warfare  of, 

with  Assyria  and  Lydia,  59,  62;  union  of, 

with  Persia,  63,  188. 
Medicine,  Egyptian  and    Babylonian,    110: 

Hellenistic,  292, 293 ;  Greek  and  Roman,  503 

and  note  3. 

Med-i-ter-ra/ne-an  Sea,  118,  119, 156. 
Meg-a-lop'o-lis,  founding  of,  246  and  note  1. 
Meg'a-ra,  178. 
Meg'a-ris,  235. 
MeMoa,  Islsnd,  610;  the  Aphrodite  of,  610, 

629. 

Mem'non,  the  Vocal,  48  and  note  1. 
Memphis  (mSm'fTs),  first  capital  of  Egypt, 

42,  &4  and  note  1,  274. 
Men-e-la^us,  161. 
Menes  (mS^nez),  founder  of  the  Egyptian 

monarchy,  42,  43 ;  his  tomb,  42,  note  1. 
Menhirs,  22. 

Mer-ne-ptah^  son  of  Rameses  II,  52,  note  2. 
Merodach  (mt-rO'dSk),  deity  of  Babylon,  92, 

95,99. 
Mesopotamia  (mSs-ft-p^-ti'mT-d),  35  and  note 

1,271,274. 

Mes-ea'na,  179  and  note  1,  360. 
Mes-se'nI-a,  conquered  by  Spsrta,  168  ;  freed 

by  Epaminondas,  246. 
Mes-si'ah,  548  and  note  1. 
Mes-si'na,  Strait  of,  131, 170,  344,  360. 
Metals,  Age  of,  7-9. 
Mo-tau'rus,  battle  of  the,  372. 
Met-ro-pol'i-tan,  church  official,  522  and  note 

2. 

MiMas,  legendary  kinc  of  Lydia,  84. 

Middle  Axen,  26,  27,  549. 

Milan  (mTl'au),  city,  477 ;  Edict  of,  529. 
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Mirle'tu*,  colonising  uUvlties  of,  !?&;  de- 
stroyed by  the  Penians,  191. 

M il-ti''apdea|  hU  aerrices  at  the  battle  of  Iftar- 
athon,  IM,  195 ;  hia  disgrace  and  deatli,  lUO, 
197. 

HiVvi^ui  Bridge,  battle  of  the,  529. 

Minor  arta,  the,  iu  Greece,  615-617. 

Mi'noe,  legendary  king  of  Crete,  138,  144. 

Min'o-taur,  man-eating  bull,  138, 144. 

Mith'ra,  cult  of,  in  the  Roman  world,  515-517. 

Mith-re^a'teB,  VI,  king  of  Pontus,  408;  cam- 
paigns of  Sulla  agaiuftt,  408 ;  death  of,  416. 

Mithradatlc  War,  Furst  and  Second,  408; 
Third,  415. 

Ho^ab,  66. 

Ho'a-bite  Stone,  16. 

Ma»ris  (mS^rTs),  Lake,  44. 

HcBsia  (mS^shl-d),  province  of,  441, 494. 

Moloch  (mC^lSk),  368. 

Money,  use  of  cattle  as,  10,  11 ;  commodity 
and  metallic  money  in  the  Orient,  83,  84  -, 
Spartan,  171;  Athenian,  230,  note  2;  in- 
creased supply  of  gold  during  the  Hellenistic 
Age,  301  ;  Roman,  315,  316,  480  and  note  1. 
See  also  Coinage. 

Mon-go^li-an  race,  24,  646. 

Monotheism ,  in  Egypt,  05;  tendencies  toward, 
in  Babylonia,  05 ;  Persian,  95,  96;  Hebrew, 
96,97. 

Months,  origin  of  their  names,  321,  note  1, 
322,  437,  note  1. 

Mon-u-rneti'tum  An^y-ra'nunit  445,  446. 

Mo-re^a,  the,  125,  note  1. 

Morgan,  de  (dS4n6r-gilif'),  J.,  excaTatlons  at 
Nagada  and  Susa  by,  42,  note  1,  68,  note  1. 

Mosaics,  676,  677,  622,  623. 

Mouses,  Hebrew  lawgiver,  52,  91. 

Mum'mi-us,  382. 

Municipalities.    See  Cities. 

Mu-ni-cip'i-a,  345. 

Mu'ses,  the,  124,  156,  512. 

Museum,  Alexandrian,  286,  290,  291 ;  British, 
76. 

Music,  Greek,  5G7,  568  and  note  2. 

MyCa-Ie,  battle  of,  208,  215,  220. 

Mycenas  (mi-sS'nt),  existing  remains  of,  141 ; 
Scliliemann's  excavations  at,  141,  142;  de- 
struction of,  150. 

Mya»,  naval  battle  of,  361. 

Mysteries,  Orphic,  512;  Eleuslnian,  613,  514. 

Mythology,  classical,  137-130,  323,  462. 

Myt-i-le'ne,  revolt  of,  236,  237. 

Names,  Greek,  664;  Roman,  565  and  note  1. 
Naples,  city,  130,  179,  306,  note  1,  341,  548; 

Bay  of,  130,  179,  308,  412,  453,  486. 
Nar-bo-nen'sis,  province  of,  421  and  note  2. 
Nau^cra-tis,  180  and  note  1. 
Nax'os,  island  of,  219. 
Ne-ap^o-lis.    See  Naples. 
Ne-ar'chus,  voyage  of,  276,  300. 
Neb-u-chad-nez'zar,  king  of  Babylonia,  60, 

61,95. 

Ne^gro  race,  24. 
Ne-mau^sus.    See  Ntmes. 
Nep'tune,  323. 
Ne'ro,  reign  of,  450, 471 ;  his  treatment  of  the 

Christians  in  Rome,  524,  525. 
Ner'va,  reign  of,  4''»5. 
NUce'a,  church  council  at,  530. 
Ni'cene  Creed,  530. 


Nicias  (nTsh^-Ss),  237-240. 

NUe  (nil)  River,  course  of,  39,  40;  delta  ol, 

40 ;  annual  inundation  of,  40. 
Ntmes  (nSm),  467,  note  1, 477, 478,  note  1  ;  La 

Maison  Carrie  at,  489,  490;  the  Ptonfc   da 

Gard  near,  489. 
Nimrud  (nTm'r5&d),  excavations  by  iMyurd 

at,  76. 
Nineveh  (nTn^£-vS),  capital  of  Assyria,  58-00, 

76  ;  a  great  commercial  center,  »6. 
Ni^o-be  and  Her  Children,  statne  of,  611. 
Nippur  (nTp-p^r^),  excavations  at,  77,  112, 

Nobility,  Oriental,  79 ;  early  Greek,  166,  167  ; 
Athenian,  172,  173,  175 ;  early  Roman,  ^9 : 
in  the  later  republic,  336,  398;  under  the 
Early  Empire,  484. 

Nones  (nSnz),  325,  note  2. 

Nor'i-cum,  441,  note  2. 

Nor^way,  294. 

Nu'bi-a,  39,  note  I. 

Nu'ma  Pom-piPi-us,  313,  321 . 

Nu-man'ti-a,  destroyed-by  Rome,  377. 

Nu-raid'i-a,  an  ally  of  Rome,  374,  403. 

Nu'mi-tor,  312. 

Nymplis  (uTmfs),  the,  156. 

Obelisks,  Egyptian,  22,  47  and  ]ioU2, 92, 481, 

503. 
Oc-ta'vl-an,  grandnephew  and  heir  of  Julias 

Csesar,  428 ;  a  member  of  the  S^ioind  Trium- 
virate, 429 ;  civil  war  between  Antony  and, 

429,  430  ;  triumph  of,  430,  431 ;  as  Augu^ut, 

437,  438.    See  aUo  Augustus. 
Octavius.    See  Octaviau. 
O-de'um,  the,  at  Athens,  479,  626. 
0-do-a/cer,  king  of  the  Germans  in  Italy,  548, 

649 ;  defeated  and  slain  by  Theodoric,  560. 
Odysseus  (d-dTs'us),  151. 
Odj/s*ey  (od'T-sT),  the.    See  Homeric  poema. 
0-lyin'pi-a,  in  Elis,  160 ;  excavations  on  the 

site  of,  162-164. 

Olympiad,  meaning  of  the  term,  160,  note  2. 
Olympian  council,  156. 
Olympian  games,  160-162,  183,  201,  203,  214, 

260,  479,  note  1.531. 
Olympieum  (d-lTm-pY-S'&m),  the,   1G3,   174, 

489,  625. 

0-lym'pus,  Mo«mt,  123, 165. 
Omens.  Babylonian,  108 ;  Roman,  324,  325. 
Ophir  (o^fSr),  88  and  note  2. 
Oracles,  Greek,  158 ;  atDodona,  158 ;  Delpltic, 

158-160. 
Oratory,   Athenian,  226,  253,  464;  Roman, 

335,  433,  462,  569,  571. 
Or/bis  Ter-ra'rum,  31. 
Orders  of  Greek  architecture,  601,  606. 
O-res^tes,  548. 

Or^masd.    See  Ahura-Maxda. 
0-ron'tes  River,  286,  491. 
Orpheus  (Or'fus),  legend  of,  512  and  note  1. 
Orphic  mysteries,  612. 
O-si^ris,  Egyptian  god  of  the  lower  world,  97, 

98,  108. 

Os'sa,  Mount,  123. 
Os'ti-a,  fotmdation  of,  313  and  note  1 ;  as  a 

seaport,  410.  481. 
Ostrnciiim,  175,  198,  199,  214,  220. 
Os'tro-gothft,  kinsmen  of  the  Visigotha,  538 ; 

subdued  by  the  Huns,  r>39:  cross  the  Danube. 

640 ;  in  tiie  service  of  the  empire,  640,  660; 
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under  Tbeodoric  found  »  kingdom  in  Italy, 
C50;  driven  from  the  peninsula,  662. 

OWid,  461,  462. 

Ox'ut  River,  31,  276,  276. 

IVdua.    Bee  Po. 

Pm-dafgo-fmy  666. 

Pne'tum,  179. 

Pag»ni0m,  decline  of,  610, 611 ;  origin  of  the 
term,  531,  note  2. 

Painting,  prehiatoric,  20-22;  Oriental,  106; 
Greek,  613-615;  Roman,  622,  623.  See  also 
Vaaee. 

Palaces,  of  Sargon  II,  near  Nineveh,  75,  IM, 
105:  of  Mines,  at  Gnoasus,  144,  145;  Nero's 
Golden  House,  460,  note  3 ;  Hadriau's  villa 
at  Tibur,  486,  note  1. 

Pal'aptine  Hill,  310,  312,  314,  438,  632,  636, 
637. 

Pal'es-tine,  61, 66  and  note  1. 

Pa.les'tfa,  667. 

Pal-my'ra,  as  a  commercial  center,  481, 496 ; 
fkte  of  the  city,  496. 

Pan-ath-e-na'Io  festival,  686,  686,  630,  631. 

Pan-era' ii-um,  the,  161. 

Pftn-gae'us,  Mount,  262. 

Psn-no'ni-a,  441,  note  2. 

Panahe-on,  the,  467,  618,  634. 

Pa-pir'i-us,  340. 

Papyrus,  use  of,  as  writing  material,  2  and 
note  1 ;  preservation  of  papyrus  manuscripts 
in  Kgypt,  73, 74;  export  of,  from  Efpypt,  pro- 
hibited, 287,  288 ;  the  papyrus  roll,  584,  585 
and  note  1.    iS^ee  aUo  Manuscripts. 

Paradise,  Hebrew  tradition  of  iU  location,  36, 
notel. 

Par'a4iu,  Athenian  state  ship,  241. 

Parchment,  use  of,  as  writing  material,  2, 
288,  586,  note  1. 

Par-en-ta'li-a,  a  Roman  festival  of  the  dead, 
319,  320. 

Pkr'is,  son  of  Priam,  151. 

Pter'is,  city,  646  and  note  1. 

Par-me/ni-on,  272,  275. 

Par-nas'sus,  Mount,  124, 158. 

Par'nes,  Mount,  623. 

Ps^ros,  Island,  197  ;  Parian  marble,  176,  630. 

Pftr'sees,  96*  note  1. 

Par'the-non,  erection  of,  629;  as  an  architec- 
tural masterpiece,  629, 630  aud  note  1 ;  sculp- 
ture of,  610,  630,  631 . 

Fisr'thi-ans,  defeat  Crassus  at  Carrhn,  423,441 ; 
evacuate  Armenia,  466;  campaigns  of  Marcus 
Aurelius  against,  450;  empire  of,  destroyed 
by  Persia,  496. 

Pa-sar'ga-dae,  64. 

Pase'o-ver,  Hebrew  feast  of,  01. 

Pa/ter/a-tnWi-atf  316. 

Pa'tri-a  po-tei'tas,  317. 

Pa^tri^irch,  church  official,  522  and  note  2. 

Patricians  (pd-trTsh'ftns),  form  the  early  Ro- 
man aristocracy,  829;  their  contest  with 
plebeians,  330-332. 

Paul,  the  Apostle,  invited  to  Philippi,  262, 
note  1 ;  his  Epistle  to  the  Oalatiansy  287, 
note  2;  his  Epistle  to  the  Corinihiarut,  382, 
note  3;  his  ''appeal  to  Ciesar,*'  472;  his 
journey  to  Rome,  481,  note  1;  in  a  riot,  483, 
note  3;  missionary  labors  of,  518,  519;  tra- 
dition of  his  death,  525 ;  in  Athena,  680, 624, 
note  6. 


Pau'lus,  A-mil'i-us,  slain  at  Cann»,  370 ;  his 
son,  victor  at  Pydna,  381,  889. 

I^Mi-sa/ui-as,  commander  at  the  battle  of  Pla- 
teea,  207,  20O ;  his  successful  campaigns  la 
the  JSgesQ,  246;  recalled  to  8paita,216;  his 
untimely  end,  217. 

Peasantry,  Oriental,  80;  Athenian, 229;  early 
Roman,  314-^16 ;  later  Roman,  394, 385, 400, 
606,607. 

Pe'li-on,  Mount,  123. 

Pe-lop'i-daa,  liberates  Thebes,  243 ;  the  col- 
league of  Epaminoudss,  245. 

Pel-o-pon-ne'si-an  League,  168,  212,  216, 234. 

Peloponnesian  War,  origin  and  significance  of, 
233, 334;  resources  of  the  contestanto,  234, 
235;  eyents  of,  235-241. 

Peloponnesus,  the,  physical  features  of,  125, 
126 ;  divisions  of,  126-128 ;  settled  by  the 
Dorisns,  149, 160,  167. 

Pe^lops,  126, 138. 

Pe-na'tes,  320,  531. 

Pe-me'ns  River,  123. 

Pen-Zaur',  Poem  qf^  100. 

Ten'te-cost,  Hebrew  feast  of,  91. 

Pen-tel'i-cns,  mountain,  125,  623;  PenteUo 
marble,  603  snd  note  1,  625. 

Per'ga-mum,  an  important  Hellenistic  e\ty, 
287, 288, 477;  becomes  a  Roman  protectorate, 
380 ;  bequeathed  to  Rome,  384. 

Per'i-cles,  education  and  personal  tralte  of, 
220, 221 ;  a  stetesman,  not  a  politician,  222 ; 
Age  of,  223  and  note  2;  one  of  the  Ten 
Generals,  227 ;  introduces  system  of  state 
pay,  228, 229 ;  his  description  of  Athens,  231, 
232;  his  policy  in  the  Peloponnesian  War, 
236;  death  of,  236 ;  adornment  of  Athenian 
Acropolis  by,  610,  626,  628. 

PeWi-style,  of  a  Roman  house,  677,  678,  619. 

Persecutions,  the,  causes  of,  623,  524 ;  under 
Nerot  524,  525 ;  under  Domitian,  525 ;  dur- 
ing the  second  and  third  centuries,  625,  626; 
under  Diocletian,  627,  629. 

Per-seph'o-ne,  513. 

PSr-sep'o-lis,  276  and  note  2,  301. 

Per'seus,  king  of  Macedonis,  381, 387. 

Per'si-a,  the  country,  33,  63 ;  rise  of,  under 
Cyrus  the  Greet,  63,  64 ;  conquest  of  Lydla, 
Babylonia,  and  Egypt  by,  64,  65 ;  oonqoeste 
in  India  and  Europe  by,  66 ;  organisation  of 
the  Persian  Empire,  66-69 ;  advance  of  Per- 
sia to  the  Mediterranean,  188, 189;  Ionian 
revolt  against,  190, 191 ;  first  Persian  expe- 
dition agidnst  Greece,  191, 192 ;  second  Per- 
sian  expedition  against  Greece,  192-196; 
Xerxes*  Invasion  of  Greece,  200-206;  col- 
lapse of  the  Persian  Wsr,  206-208,  216,  218; 
oontrasto  between  Persia  and  Greece,  209, 
210 ;  interferes  in  quarrels  between  Greek 
city-states,  240,  243 ;  the  Peace  of  Antelcl- 
das,  243;  Philip*s  designs  against,  267;  expe- 
dition of  Gyrus  the  Younger,  270,  2i  1 ; 
Retreat  of  the  Ten  Thousand,  271,  272; 
conquered  by  Alexander  tite  Great,  272-276; 
rise  of  the  New  Persian  Empire,  495 ;  war- 
fare with  Rome,  495,  499,  501. 

Persian  Gulf,  36,  86,  300,  481. 

Pester,  the  Apostle,  518,  525. 

Pe'trie,  W.  M.  F.,  excavations  In  Egypt  by, 
42,  note  1. 

Phalanx,  the  Maoedonlan,  214,  261,  262,  843, 
352,  379,  381. 
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Phft-le'nim,  623. 

Pharaoh  (fi'rS),  meaning  of  the  name,  43, 
note  1 ;  w<M«klp  of,  77. 

Phar'na-ces,  defeated  by  Cnaar,  425. 

Pharos  (fi'rBa),  iaUnd  of,  285 ;  lifhtbotue  on, 
286. 

Phar-w^lns,  baUle  of,  424. 

Pbid^-as,  eculptor,  610,  628,  629. 

PhiHlip/pi-dee,  194. 

PhilsB  (fias),  island  of,  40. 

Philanthropy,  under  the  Early  Empire,  479, 
487. 

PhU'ip,  II,  king  of  Macedonia,  260;  hie  char- 
acter  and  ambitioua,  2G0,  261 ;  creates  the 
Macedonian  army,  261,  262;  conquests  by, 
262,  263  i  speeches  of  Demosthenes  against, 
265 ;  Tictorioos  at  Uie  battle  of  Ghnronea, 
266 ;  biaplan  to  invade  Asia,  266,  267 ;  his 
death,  267;  V,  makes  an  alliance  with  Hanni- 
bal against  Rome,  370,  371, 378;  defeated  in 
the  battle  of  CynoscephalaD,  379. 

Fhi-lip'pi,  founded  by  Philip,  262  and  note  1; 
battles  of,  429. 

PMiippicMy  the,  of  Demosthenes,  265. 

Philistines  (fl-ITs'tTns),  54,  55. 

Philosophy,  early  Greek,  183, 164 ;  the  soph- 
ists, 7&2,  263,  669 ;  Socrates,  253, 254  ;  Phito, 
254,  255 ;  Aristotle,  255-257;  Epicureanism, 
297.  298, 436 ;  the  Cynics,  298,  299 ;  Stoicism, 
299,459,487,511. 

Phocis  (fS'sTs),  a  state  of  central  Greece,  124, 
164 :  treatment  of,  by  Philip,  263. 

PhoBnida  (fl-nTsb'T-d),  the  country,  50 ;  im- 
portant cities  of,  50 ;  commerce  of,  with  Eu- 
rope, 86;  Phoenician  exports  and  imports, 
86,  87  ;  trade  monopoly,  87,  88 ;  Toyages  of 
exploration,  88  ;  trading  posts  and  colonies, 
89,  357,  368;  the  Phwniclans  as  transmittnn 
of  Oriental  cnlture,  113, 148, 163;  conquered 
by  Persia,  188. 

Phoenician  alphabet.  See  Alphabet. 

Phryn'i-chus,  191. 

Picts,544. 

Picture  writing.  See  Writing. 

Pin/dar,  183, 269. 

Pin^dus  MounUins,  123,  124. 

Pi-n^us,  fortification  of,  199,  214  and  note  1; 
connected  with  Athens  by  the  Long  Walls, 
230,  623;  fortifications  of,  destroyed,  241. 

Pirates,  War  with  the,  414,  415. 

Pi-sis'tra-tus,  tyrant  of  Athens,  173,  174. 

Pla-cen'ii-a,  349. 

Plants,  domestication  of ,  1 1 ,  12  and  note  1, 36. 

Pla-t»/a,  helps  Athens  at  Marathon,  193, 194; 
battle  of,  2^*;  destroyed  by  Sparta,  237. 

Pla'to,  founds  the  Academy,  264,  255;  his 
DUdoguee^Wi. 

Plau^tus,  438,  434. 

Plebeians  (plt-bS'ySns),  their  early  condi- 
tion, 829;  seceam<m  of ,  330 ;  secure  tribunes, 
330,  331 ;  secure  written  laws,  331 ;  permit- 
ted to  intermarry  with  patricians,  332 ;  ad- 
mitted to  the  consulship  and  other  offioes, 
332. 

Plin'y  the  Younger,  479,  626,  526. 

PluUrch  (ploo/tiirk),  289,  409,  438.  488. 

Pnyx  (nTks),  hill,  at  Athens,  226,  227,  625. 

Po  River,  129,  306,  a39,  364,  367,  541, 552. 
Poetry,  Egyptian,  100;  Greek  epic,  150,  151  ; 
Greek  lyric,  182 ;  Greek  idylUc,289 ;  Roman, 
435,  460-462. 


Pol'y-carp,  martyrdom  of,  626. 

Pompeii  (p5m-pa'ye),   destructimiaf, 
454;  excavations   at,  454,  478; 
houses,  57&-578. 

Pom-pe'ius,  Gnae'us.    See  Pompey. 

Pompev  (p5m'pl),  an  sssociate  of , 

412-414 ;  his  campaigns  in  Spain  SLgmin«t  Ser- 
torius,  413;  in  command  agaJust  the  pirates, 
414,416;  ends  the  Thiid  Mithradatjc  War, 
416;  conquers  Syria,  415,  416;  a  m«mber  of 
the  First  Triumvirate,  419,  420;  civil  war 
between  CsMsr  and,  422-424 ;  de»th  of,  421. 

Pon'ti-fex  Max^i-mus,  head  of  the  Roman 
state  religion,  326,  note  1, 445,  446 ;  him  reai- 
denoe,  the  Regia,  637. 

PontUf s,  college  of,  325,  326. 

Pon'tl-U8,  Sanmite  commander,  341. 

Pon'ti-us  Pi-la'tns,  617,  note  2,  524. 

Pon'tus,  state  in  Asia  Minor,  408. 

Pope,  Roman,  his  title  of  **  Supreme  Pontiff,'* 
32G,  note  1 ;  origin  of  the  name,  822,  Bute 
1 ;  crowning  of  Charlemagne  by,  66S. 

Po'rus,  276. 

Poseidon  (p«-si/d0n),  123,  138,  166,  323.  €&& 
629,630. 

Pozzolana  (pSt-sft-lV'nK),  618. 

Prn-nes'te,  476. 

Prte'tor,  333,  473. 

Pra»-to'ri-ans,  the,  448,  449,  450,  494. 

Prax-it'e-lee,  sculptor,  610,  611. 

Prefectures,  498  and  note  1. 

Prehistoric  times,  defined,  3 ;  knowledge  of, 
how  secured,  3-6;  divisions  oi,  6-9;  in 
China,  29 ;  at  Anau,  32 ;  fai  Eg)-pt,  42 ;  in 
Greece  and  the  .Agean,  140-148. 

Pres'by-ter,  church  official,  621  and  note  2. 

Pri'am,  king  of  Troy,  142,  376. 

Priesthoods,  Oriental,  79  ;  Roman,  325, 326 ; 
of  Cybele  and  Isis,  515 ;  Christian,  621,  622. 

Prin'ceps^  the  title,  439  and  note  1. 

Pro-con'sul,  385  and  note  3,  470 ;  proooumlar 
authority  of  Augustus,  439, 441. 

Pro-pon'tis,  the,  121,  502  and  note  1. 

Pro-pne^tor,  385,  418,  470. 

Pro-py-he'a  of  the  Acropolia,  628. 

"  Proscriptions,"  of  Sulla,  411 ;  of  the  trion- 
virB,429. 

Provinces,  Roman,  386  and  note  2, 460,  ^6. 
See  also  Provincial  system. 

Provincial  system,  Roman,  384-386;  abnaea 
of,  illustrated  by  Verres*  misgovemncnt  of 
Sicily,  418;  reformed  bv  Julius  Caraar  and 
Augustus,  427,  443,  444 ;  under  the  Knrly 
Empire,  469-471 ;  remodeling  of,  by  Diocle- 
tian, 498,  499. 

Ptah-ho'tep,  PrecepU  of,  100. 

Ptolemies  (t61'^-mlt),  kingdom  of,  281,  490. 

Ptolemy,  Alexandrisja  general.  281 ;  Greek 
astronomer  and  geographer,  296,  297. 

Public  lands,  Roman,  396,  387. 
Pub-li-co'iii.  1^00  Publicans. 

PubOi-cans,  386  and  note  1,  427,  470. 
Punic  War,  First,  369-;)63;  Second,  36e-^73  ; 
Third,  373-376. 
Punjab  (pttn-jkb'),  31,  66,  276. 
Pu-te'o-li,  as  the  seaport  of  Boom,  481  and 
note  1. 

Pyd'na,  battle  of ,  381 . 
Pyramids,  the,  22,  43  and  note  2,  44. 
Pyr'e-nees,  Mountains,  117, 367, 421, 42?,  644, 
554. 
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PyirbA  (pTr/d),  124. 

Fyrrhua  (pTrfis),  campaigm  of,  in  Italy  and 
Sicily,  343,  SM,  368,  360. 
Py-thag'o-raa,  184,  512. 
Pyth'e-aa,  exploring  voyage  of,  294. 
Fyth'l-a,  the,  168. 
Pythian  games,  the,  160, 164,  263. 

QuMtor  (kwSe'tdr),  333. 
Qnlnqueremes    (kwTn/kwt-rSma),   360  and 
note  3,  361. 
Quir'i-nal  HUl,  310,  314. 

Ra  (rK),  Eeyptian  aun  god,  47,  77,  02,  94. 

"  Race  ■uidde,"  in  the  Roman  world,  486, 
607. 

Races  of  man,  23-26. 

Ro'ti-a,  441,  note  2. 

Rameees  (rim/VsCs),  II,  king  of  Egypt,  46- 
48. 

Ram-es-se'am,  47. 

Ra-ven/na,  477,  606, 541,  650. 

Raw^Ibi-son,  Sir'Henry,  services  of.  In  trans- 
lating the  Bcbistun  Inscription,  72,  73. 

Rebus  making,  13. 

Red  Sea,  88,  281,301,481. 

Re/gi-um,  179  and  note  1,  348,  348. 

Reg/tt-lua,  le^nd  of,  361,  362. 

Re-Wgi'O^  original  meaning  of  the  term,  325, 
note  1. 

Religion,  Oriental,  91-99:  iBgean,  162;  early 
Oreek,  155-158 ;  Oreek  religious  institutions, 
158-164;  of  the  Roman  family,  318-321 ;  of 
the  Roman  state,  321-3*^3 ;  Roman  religious 
rites  and  priesthoods,  324-327 ;  reforming 
actirities  of  Augustus,  444-446, 51 1 ;  worship 
of  the  GflBsars,  446,  447,  488,  511;  decline 
of  classical  paganism,  510,  511 ;  the  Oreek 
msrsteries,  612-^14 ;  Oriental  religions  in  the 
Roman  Empire,  514-517 ;  Christianity  in  the 
Roman  Empire,  517-533.  8te  (tUo  Future 
Life,  Monotheism. 

Remains,  general  character  of,  2;  prehistoric, 
3-5. 

Re'mus,  myth  of,  312,  313. 

Representation,  principle  of,  not  found  in 
the  classical  city-state,  228,  346, 346. 

Rhe'a  Sil'vi-a,  312. 

Rhetoric,253,  569,  571. 

Rhine  River,  117,  421,  441,  443,  543,  644,646, 
554. 

Rhodes  (rSds),  island  of,  120 ;  in  the  JEgean 
Age,  145 ;  settled  by  the  Dorians,  160 ;  col- 
onising activities  of,  178;  a  great  Hellenistic 
city,  2B8,  477,  571 ;  becomes  a  Roman  pro- 
tectorate, 380  ;  as  an  art  center,  612. 

Rhone  River,  89,  117,  180,  491,  543. 

Rlcimer  (rTs'T-mSr),  548. 

Roads,  Persian,  G8,  350;  Roman,  in  Italy, 
348, 349 ;  how  constructed,  349  ;  facilities  for 
travel  on,  349,  350 ;  as  a  Romanizing  agency, 
350  ;  extension  of,  under  the  Early  Empire, 
468 ;  system  of,  in  Britain,  468,  469. 

Roman  Army.  Sre  Army,  Legion. 

**  Roman  **  colonies.  See  Colonies. 

Roman  Empire.  See  Empire. 

Roman  law.  See  Law. 

Roman  roads.  See  Roads. 

Romance  (rd-mXnsO  languages,  476. 

Romanisation,  of  Italy,  360 ;  of  Spain,  377 ; 
of  Gaul,  422 ;  of  Britain,  460 ;  of  Dada,  460 ; 


Jtrocess  of,  under  the  Early  Empire,  488- 
91 ;  of  the  Visigoths,  543 ;  of  the  Ostrogoths, 
650 ;  of  the  Franks,  666. 

Romans,  their  legends,  312-314 ;  their  early 
society,  314-316;  the  Roman  family,  316- 
318 ;  the  famUy  and  state  reUgion,  316-327; 
government  during  the  regal  age,  327-329 ; 
social  classes  in  the  early  republic,  329- 
332 ;  political  life  iu  republican  Rome,  332- 
335 ;  the  Senate  and  the  new  nobility,  336, 
336  :  nature  of  Roman  rule  over  Italy,  344- 
316 ;  colonies  and  roads  in  Italy,  340-350 ; 
the  Roman  army,  330-364;  provincial  sys- 
tem under  the  republic,  381-386 ;  effects  of 
foreign  conquests  on  Roman  society,  386- 
890;  social  classes  in  the  later  republic,  392- 
395;  the  end  of  an  epoch,  431,  432;  the 
Auffustan  Age,  443-447 ;  provincial  system 
under  the  empire,  469-471;  extension  of 
Roman  citisenship,  471,  472;  social  condi- 
tions in  the  ftrst  and  second  oenturies,  484- 
487 ;  social  conditions  in  the  third  and  fourth 
centuries,  606-508;  Christian  Influence  on 
society,  631-633;  Oennan  influence  on  so- 
ciety, 666,  660. 

Rome,  capital  of  Latium,  130,  traditional 
founding  of,  306,  310  and  note  1,  312,  313; 
Etruscan  influence  on,  307  ;  advantages  of 
the  site  of,  310,  311  :  early  growth  of,  311, 
312 ;  under  the  seven  kings,  312-314 ;  be- 
comes a  republic,  314 ;  contest  between  ple- 
beians and  patricians,  329-2^2  ;  conquest  of 
Latiuui,  337-341  ;  conquest  of  central  Italy, 
341,  342 ;  conquest  of  southern  Italy,  343, 
344;  First  Punic  War,  360-363;  annexation 
of  Sicily,  Sardinia,  Coi-sica,  and  Cisalpine 
Gaul,  363,  364 ;  Second  Ptinic  War,  366-373; 
Third  Punic  War,  373-376;  annexation  of 
Spain,  376,  377 ;  annexation  of  Macedonia, 
Greece,  and  western  Asia  Minor,  378-384 ; 
popolation  of,  395  and  note  2,  477 ;  reforms 
of  the  Gracchi,  396-402;  Jugnrtfaine  War, 
403 ;  Invasion  of  the  Clmbri  and  Teutones, 
404,  406;  Social  War,  406,  407 ;  Mithradatic 
wan,  408,  415 ;  the  Civil  War  between  Ma- 
rine and  Sulla,  409-411 ;  annexation  of  ^ria, 
415,  410;  annexation  of  Transalpine  Gaul, 
421,  422;  the  Civil  War  between  Pompey 
and  Oseear,  422-425;  Egypt  annexed,  424, 
430;  the  Civil  War  between  Antony  and 
Octavian,  429,  430;  reign  of  Augustus,  437- 
447;  under  the  Julian  and  Claudiau  Ciesars, 
447-451  ;  Britoin  annexed,  449,  450 ;  burn- 
ing of,  460 ;  under  the  Flavian  Cieaars,  452- 
455 :  under  the ''  Good  Emperors,'*  455-460; 
Dacia  annexed,  456;  under  the  **  Soldier 
Emperors,"493-497 ;  fortlficationof ,497,632; 
reifp:)  of  Diocletian,  497-500;  no  longer  the 
capital,  499;  reign  of  Constantine,  600-603; 
from  Constantine  to  Theodosiiis,  508,  804; 
the  empire  in  395  a.  D.,  504-«50G;  capturrd 
by  the  Visigoths,  541,  542;  threatened  by 
Attila,  547  ;  captured  by  the  Vandals.  547, 
548 ;  last  days  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the 
West,  548,  549;  sacked  by  tlie  Ostrogotlts, 
552  and  note  1 ;  crowning  of  Charlemagne  in, 
658 ;  the  ancient  city  as  an  art  center,  631- 
637. 

Rom'u-lus,  firet  king  of  Rome,  312,  313; 
Au-gus'tn-lus,  last  emperor  in  the  West, 
648,  654,  560. 
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Bo-Mt'to  Stone,  71,  72. 
Rottra,  the,  399,  637. 
Boyal  Bosd,  PeraUui,  68. 
Ru/bi-oon  River,  344,  407,  424. 
Ra-ma'nl-a,  466. 
Rua^si^i,  117. 

Sal/lmth,  Jewiah,  91,  326,  438. 

Sa/binee,  309,  310, 337. 

Sacred  Buid,  the,  246,  266.  _^ 

Sacred  Mount,  aaoeaalou  of  plebelaoa  to,  830, 

337 

Sacred  War,  Firat,  164 ;  Second,  263,  265. 
Sacred  Way,  Athenian,  613,  695,  623,  624  ; 

Roman,  430,  636. 
Sacrifice,  Roman,  324  i  Carthaginian,  358  and 

note  1. 

Sa-gun^um,  captured  by  Hannibal,  364. 
Sahara  (ad-bX^rd),  deaert  of,  38. 
Sal'arraia,  island,  203  ;  atrait,  204, 205 ;  battle 

of,  205,  20G  and  note  1,  209,  249,  269. 
Sal^Iuat,  434. 
Sarlo^na,  497,  500. 
Sa-ma/ri-a,  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Iirael, 

66 ;  explorations  on  the  aite  of,  56,  note  1 ; 

captured  by  Sargon  II,  57  ;  early  Jewish 

Christiana  in,  518. 
Sam'nites,  Itolian  highlanders,  300 ;  wars  of 

Rome  with,  341, 342 ;  in  the  Social  War,  406; 

defeated  by  Sulla,  411. 
Samothraoe  (am'i-thris).   Island,  613;  the 

Victory  of,  612,  613. 
Sampson,  54. 
Sam'u-el,  54. 
San'akrit,  the  ancient  Hindu  language,  25, 

note  1. 
Sa'por,  496. 

Sappho  (af/5),  Oreek  lyric  poetess,  182, 435. 
Sar-din'i-a,  119,  180,  306,  357,  363, 386.  note 2. 
Sar^dis,  64,  68  and  note  2,  188,  191,  270,  272. 
Sar/gon,  I,  a  kiug  of  Agade  in  northern  Baby- 
lonia, 37 ;  H,  king  of  Assyria,  57,  58 ;  hia 

palace  near  Nineveh,  75, 104,  105. 
Sa-ron'ic  Oulf ,  203,  623. 
Satrap,  67. 

Sat'um,  326 ;  Temple  of,  637. 
Sat-ur'na'li-a,  Roman  festival,  826. 
Satyrs  (sSt^Srs),  the,  156. 
Saul  (s8i),  Hebrew  king,  54. 
Sax'ons.    See  Anglo-Saxons. 
Sax'on-y,  558. 

Scan-di-na/vi-a,  117, 118,  568. 
Schliemann    (shlS'mlin),    Heinrich,  ezoava- 

tions  at  Troy,  Mycenie,  and  Tlryna  by,  140- 

143. 

Schools.    See  Education. 
Science,  prehistoric  and  primitive,    16-20; 

Oriental,  100-111 ;  Hellenistic,  291-203. 
Scilly  (sTVT)  leUnds,  87,  note  1. 
Scip/i-o,  PuVli-us,  in  Spain,  371 ;  wins  battle 

of  Zama  and  receives  surname  of  A/ricantu, 

372;  death  of,  374,  note  1 ;  at  the  battle  of 

Magnesia,  380 ;  A-mil-i-a'nus,  the  conqueror 

of  Carthage  and  NumantU,  ,376,  377 ;  as  a 

cultured  Roman  noble,  389,  390. 
Scots  544. 

Scribes,  brienUl,  111,  112. 
Sculpture,  prehistoric,  22;  Egyptian,  105; 

Babylonian  and  Assyrian ,  106,  106  ;  Oreek, 

607-613 ;  Roman,  621,  622.  See  also  Statues. 
Scylla  (sTl'd),  132. 


Scythia  (sTthOT-d),  Asiatic,  31:  EuropeaD,  SI, 
note  4;   Gyrus  the  Oreat  in  Asiatic,   64; 
Darius  the  Oreat  in  European,  66, 189. 
Seals,  Babylonian,  36 ;  Oreek,  616. 
Seine  (sftn)  River,  546. 
Se-leu'ci-dae,  kingdom  of  the,  281;  inconfliei 

with  Rome,  380. 

Seleucns,  Alexandrian  general,  281. 
Sem'ites,  relations  of,  to  Indo-Suropeana*  94- 

25 ;  principal  divisions  of,  26  ;  origmal  home 

of,  34;  their  invasion  of  Babylonia,  38. 
Senate,  Roman,  in  the  regal  age,  327,  328 : 

during  the  early  centnriea  of  the  republic, 

336,  336;  during  the   last  century  of  the 

republic,  399, 402, 412,  414, 416, 417, 410, 4S8, 

424, 426, 429,  432 ;  under  the  Early  Empire, 

439, 440, 466 ;  under  the  Later  Empire,  490. 
Senate-house,  the  Roman,  637. 
Senatorial  order,  formation  of,  836,  392,  393 ; 

under  the  Early  Empire,  484. 
Sen'e-ca,  tutor  of  Kero,  460,  487  and  note  2, 

488,  611. 
Sen-nach'e-rib,  Assyrian  king,  68;  Cylindar 

of,  50. 

Sen-ti'num,  battle  of,  342. 
Sep'tu-a-gint,  a  Oreek  translation  of  the  Old 

Testament,  102,  note  1, 291. 
Ser-to'ri-us,  413. 
Ser'vi-a,  441. 
Ser'vi-us  TuMi-us,  legendary  builder  of  tlia 

Servian  Wall,  310,  311,  814,  632. 
Se'ti,  I,  47. 

Seven  Hills  of  Rome,  632  and  note  1. 
" Seven  Wonders"  of  the  ancient  world,  28S 

and  note  1,  625. 
Se-ve/rus,  Sep-tim'l-ns,  emperor,  484;  Arch  of, 

637. 

*'  She/ba,  Queen  of,**  34. 
She'ol,  Hebrew  underworld  of  the  dead,  98, 

99   108 
ShiiM,  triremes,  199  and  note  2,  205,  207; 

?ruinqueremes,  360  and  note  3,  361;  Boman 
reightera,  481,  482. 

Si-be'ri-a,  29.  ^    

SiVyl-line  Books,  the,  314  and  note  1,  325, 
514. 

Sicilian  expedition,  the,  238-240. 

Sicily  (sTs^T-lT),  physical  characteristics  of, 
119,  131  and  note  1,  132;  hiatoric  importance 
of,  132;  Oreek  colonies  in,  180;  Carthaginian 
Invasion  of,  in  480  B.  c,  208,  209:  the  Sicil- 
ian expedition,  238-240 ;  Pyrrbus  in,  343 ;  in 
the  First  Punic  War,  360, 360, 362, 363;  in  the 
Second  Punic  War,  870 ;  Roman  rule  over, 
376,  418. 

Si'don,  50, 88.  ^  

Sierra  Leone  (sT^Sr^d  It-S'nt),  88,  294. 

Sinai  (si'nl),  peninsula  of,  a  source  of  cop- 

Sjr,  8;  the  traditional  "  Wilderness  "  of  the 
ebrews,  62 ;  Mount  Sinai,  91. 
Slavery,  Babylonian  and  Assyrian,  80,  81 ; 
Egyptian  and  Hebrew,  81:  in  the  Botneiio 
Age,  153,  1,54;  Athenian.  232,  506 ;  Roman, 
3M,  474,  483,  487,  606,  633,  606-609;  influ- 
ence of  Christianity  on,  532,  539. 
Slavs  (sWvs),  118.  ^.    .,.    .  , 

Smer'dis,  brother  of  Cambyaea,  65 ;  the  false, 

GH. 

Smyrna  (smOr/nd),  151,477,  526. 
Social  War,  origin  and  oonras  of,  406,  407. 

resulta  of,  407. 
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Boctelnr,  in  the  Honwrlc  Agv,  158-156  ,  Spar- 
tan,  168-171 ;  eariy  Roman,  314-316 ;  effect* 
of  foreign  oonqueate  on  Roman,  386-300 ; 
•ocial  pImwm  in  the  later  repaUlc,  392-386 ; 
•odal  conditiom  under  the  Early  Empire, 
484-487 ;  eodal  oonditiona  onder  the  Later 
Empire,  506-606;  Chrbtian  influence  on, 
631-633;  German  influenoe  on,  660,  660. 

Boc'ra-tes,  a  teacher  of  morals,  253 ;  hie  per- 
■onality,  254 ;  condemnation  and  death  of, 
254. 

Soioona  (awft-eOiiO,  battle  of,  564. 

''  Soldier  Emperora,"  the,  483-487. 

Bol'o-mon,  viaited  by  the  ''  Queen  of  Sbeba," 
34 ;  reign  of,  56-66 ;  Proverbs  attributed  to, 
100. 

Bo'lon,  legidatlon  of,  173. 

So-phi'a,  Church  of  St.,  602, 606, 668,  668. 

Boph^iata,  the,  262,  263,  560. 

Soph'o-clea,  249, 260. 

Spain,  Phonidana  in,  86,  88 ;  Greeks  In,  180; 
Carthaginian  conquest  of,  364 ;  acquired  by 
Rome  at  dose  of  Second  Punic  War,  372 ; 
Roman  warfare  in,  376,  377 ;  Romaniaation 
of,  377;  Roman  provinces  hi,  386,  note 2; 
Yisigothic  kingdom  in,  642, 643  and  note  1 ; 
Cliarlemagne's  conquests  in,  667, 606. 

Spar'ta,  capital  of  lAconia,  127  ;  excavations 
on  the  site  of  prehistoric,  167,  note  2 ;  early 
history  of,  167, 168 ;  Spartan  society,  168-171 ; 
refuses  to  aid  the  Ionian  Oreeka,  190 ;  fails 
to  help  Atliena  before  the  battle  of  Mara- 
thon, 194 ;  becomea  the  leader  of  the  patri- 
otic Greek  states,  190;  services  of,  at  Tber- 
mopyls,  Salamis,  and  Plstna,  201,  202, 204, 
207 ;  her  poslUon  after  the  Peraian  War,  212 ; 
attempts  to  prevent  the  fortification  of 
Athene,  213 ;  withdraws  from  the  headship 
of  the  maritime  Greeks,  216;  affronts  the 
Athenians,  219,  220;  war  between,  and 
Athena,  222 ;  the  Thir^  Years'  Truce,  222 ; 
rivalry  with  Atliens,  233-236 ;  the  Pelopon- 
nesian  War,  236-241 ;  supremacy  of,  242- 
244 ;  holds  aloof  during  the  struggle  sgafaist 
Philip,  266;  rivalry  with  the  Aohaan 
League,  284. 

Spar'ta-cus,  413,  414. 

Sphfaix  (sfTnks),  the  Great,  44. 

Spor'a-des,  121  and  note  1. 

Sta'di-um,  at  Olympla,  161  and  note  1, 163 ;  at 
Athena,  479  and  note  1. 

Stemboul  Cst&n.b6&10,  603,  note  1. 

Statuea,  EgypUan,  42, 46, 103,  112 ;  Assyrian, 
105,  106 ;  Greek,  007-600 ;  Roman,  021,  622 ; 
Discobolus,  1Cl,tX)9 ;  Apoxyomenus,  162, 612 ; 
Sophocles,  249;  Demosthenes,  266 ;  Augus- 
tus, 439;  Constantine,  601;  Aphrodite  of 
Melos,  610,  629;  '*  Marble  Faun,'*  610,  611; 
Hermea,  611 ;  Niobe  and  Her  Children,  611, 
612;  Laoco5n,  612;  Dying  Gaul,  612;  Vic- 
tory of  Samothrace,  612,  613. 

8til4-cho,  Vandal  general,  641. 

Stoas,  605,  606. 

Sto'i-cism,  philosophy  of,  299,  469,487,  611. 

Stone  Age,  implements  of,  6,  7 ;  survivals 
of,  7. 

Btone'hei^^,  22,  23  and  note  1. 

Stra'bo,  Greek  geograf^r,  296. 

Btrass'buig,  battle  of,  666. 

Styx  (BtTks)  River,  123,  note  1. 

Suetonius  (swi-tS^uT-fis),  438,  666. 


Sues  i^BXhW),  Isthmus  of,  44,  48. 

Suicide,  486,  632. 

SuFla,  Lu'ci-us  Cor-ne'Ii-us,  his  character, 
406;  riae  of,  406 ;  hi  the  Social  War,  406- 
406;  his  campalgna  against  Mithradates,  406; 
dvil  war  between  Marius  and,  409-411 ;  rule 
of,  411,  412;  his  death,  412; 

Sun,  the,  an  object  of  general  adoration  in 
Oriental  antiquity,  02,  96;  Mithra  identi- 
fled  with,  616,  617,  note  1. 

Sun'day,  93,  630  and  note  1. 

Su'ni'Um,  promontory,  196. 

Suo-ve-tau-rll'i-a,  an  andent  Italian  aaerifloe, 
828. 

Surgery,  292,  693,  note  8. 

So'sa,  68  and  note  1,  214,  276,  301. 

Swastika,  a  prehistoric  symbol,  140. 

Syb'srris,  179. 

Sym-po'si-am,  features  of,  684. 

Syr-a-cuse',  a  colony  of  Corinth,  180,  238; 
under  the  tyrant  Gelon,  209 ;  Athenian  ex- 
nedltion  against,  238-240 ;  captured  by  the 
Romana,  ]»2,  370 ;  third  largest  dty  in  Ro- 
man Empire,  477. 

Syr'i-a,  conquered  bv  Babylonia,  37;  con- 
quered by  Enrpt,  46 ;  Hittitea  In  northern, 
46 :  geograpUcal  dtuatlon  of,  49  and  note  1; 
conqueied  by  Alexander,  273;  kingdom  of, 
under  the  Beleudda,  281 ;  conquered  by 
Pompey,  415,  416. 

Tabernacles  (tlb/«r-n*-k*ls),  Hebrew  feast  of, 
91. 

Tscitus  (tis^-ttts),  Roman  historian,  462, 
464;  his  reference  to  the  Christians,  624, 
625;  his  aocoont  of  the  Germans,  462,  636, 
636. 

Ta^or-mi'na,  131. 

Ta-ren'tum,  founded  by  Spartans,  179;  war 
between  Rome  and,  343,  344;  sides  with 
Hannibal,  370 ;  rseaptursd  by  Rome,  371 ; 
Gulf  of,  306. 

Tar-qnfai/i-i,  313. 

Tar-quin'l-us,  Pria'cna,  813, 814 ;  So-per'bas, 
314. 

Tar'shish,  88. 

Tsr'sus,  618. 

l^ta-rus,  138, 166. 

Tau-ro-bofli'Wn^  the,  615. 

Taurus  (t<yr«s)  Mountains,  34, 49,  380. 

Taxation,  Roman,  386,  387,  883,  408, 444, 470, 
472,  482,  506. 

Tavgetus  (ti-iyS-tfis),  Mount,  170. 

Tell-el-A-mar'na  tablets,  46,  note  1. 

Tem'pe,  Yale  of,  123,  201,  486,  note  1. 

Temple,  the,  at  Jerusalem,  66,  60,  64,  416, 
416,  452  and  note  1. 

Temples,  Greek,  606,  607 ;  Roman,  618 ;  of 
Amon-Ra  at  Kamak,  47,  48 ;  of  Luxor,  47, 
102,  103;  rock  temple  at  Abo-Simbel,  103; 
Olympletim  at  Athens,  163,  174,  489,  625 ; 
"Temple  of  Neptune**  at  Pnstum,  179;  ''The- 
seum,"  231,  626;  Pantheon,  4r}7,  618,  631; 
La  Maison  Carrte,  489,  490;  of  the  Sun  at 
Baalbec,  480,  491 ;  of  the  Wingless  Victory, 
628 ;  Erechtheum,  629 ;  Parthenon,  629-631 ; 
of  Jupiter  on  the  Capitoline,  314,  633;  of 
Juno  Moneta,  632;  in  the  Roman  Forum, 
637. 

Ten  Generals,  the  Athenian,  226,  227. 

'*  Ten  Thousand,"  retieat  of  the,  271. 
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Ter'ence,  433. 

Ter'ra  cot'tas,  Greek,  615. 

Tet-iu^do,  375. 

Teutoberg  (toi'tS-Uwrg)  Forest,  battle  of  the, 
442  443. 

Teu'to-nea,  403,  404. 

Teu'tona.    See  Germane. 

Tha'lea,  184,  221. 

Thames  (tCms)  RiTer,  468. 

Thap^suB,  battle  of,  425. 

Theaters.    See  Drama. 

Tbebee  (thSbz),  lu  Bgypt,  becomes  the  capital 
city,  44 ;  adornment  of,  by  Rameses  II,  46 ; 
temples  of  Kamak  and  Luxor  1^  47 ;  Tombe 
of  the  Kings  near,  48. 

Thebes,  in  Greece,  capital  of  Boeotia,  124 ; 
myth  of  its  foundation,  138 ;  the  kingship 
abolished  in,  167  :  birthplace  of  Pindar,  183 ; 
neutral  during  the  Persian  invasions,  200; 
becomes  independent  of  Sparta,  243-244; 
supremacy  of,  245-247  ;  feud  twtween  Phods 
and,  263 ;  unites  with  Athens  against  Philip, 
266 :  destroyed  by  Alexander  the  Great,  209 
and  note  1. 

The-mis'to-cles,  his  character  and  policy,  198 ; 
naval  program  of,  199 ;  his  services  during 
the  Persian  invasion  under  Xerxes,  199, 204, 
205  ;  outwits  the  Bpartans,  213;  secures  the 
fortification  of  Pineus.  199,  214  ;  his  brief 
popularity,  214;  his  exile  and  death,  214, 

TheHMyri-tus,  289,  460. 

The-od'o-ric,  becomes  leader  of  the  Ostro- 
goths, 549;  overthrows  and  slays  Odoacer, 
660;  his  rule  in  Italy,  650  ;  his  foreign  policy, 
550,  651 ;  compared  with  Clovis,  555. 

Theodosius  (thS-A-dS'shT-fis),  emperor,  604; 
his  treatment  of  the  Gotlis,604,  540;  makes 
Christianity  the  state  religion,  531 ;  his  pen- 
ance, 532. 

Tfie-o^o-ny,  the,  of  Hesiod,  137,  181. 

Therttnx^  484,  582  and  note  2, 583,  620. 

Ther-mop^y-Ue,  F^us  of,  124,  201  and  note  2 ; 
battle  of,  201-203;  penetrated  by  the  Visi- 
goths, 540. 

"The-se'um  »'  **•-   r:- ..  iV>5. 

Theseus  0 >*<';i  ^^• 

Thes^sS'-ly,  a  district  of  northern  Greece,  123, 
259;  in  myth  and  history,  123;  Xerxes  in, 
201;  Mardonius  in,  206;  conquered  by  Philip, 
263. 

"  Thirty  TyranU,*'  the,  at  Athens,  242. 

Thirty  Tears'  Truce,  the,  222,  233,  234. 

Thrace  (thris),  location  of,  121;  coasts  of, 
settled  by  Greeks,  121,  122;  conquered  by 
Persia^  189,  192;  Athenian  tributaries  in, 
237;  Philip's  conquests  in,  262 :  rebellion  of, 
crushed  by  Alexander,  268,  269 ;  Goths  in, 
494. 

Thucydides  (thd-sTdOT-dSx),  251, 252, 265, 434, 
462. 

Thu'le,  the  northernmost  part  of  the  habit- 
able world,  294,  296,  note  1,  491. 

Timber  River,  139,  306,  301^-313,  631,  632,  634. 

Ti-be'ri-us,  stepson  of  Augustus,  438 ;  his  con- 
quests on  the  Danube,  441 ;  reign  of,  447, 
448;  his  policy  toward  the  provincials,  471. 

Tibet(tT-b«f),29,  31. 

Ti'bur,  450,  note  3,  475, 486,  note  1. 

Ti-ci'nus.  battle  of  the,  367. 

Ti'gris  River,  35,271. 


Tiryns  (U'rTns),  Bchliemann's  •zeaTattons  at, 
142,  143;  destruction  of,  160. 

Ti'tus,  reign  of,  453;  Arch  of,  452,  622,  637. 

TivoU  (tS'v6-18).    See  Tibur. 

To'ga,  the  Roman,  574. 

Tombs,  of  Menes,  42,  note  1 ;  of  the  Egyptimn 
kirgs  near  Thebes,  48  ;  of  Cyrus  the  Great, 
63;  of  Darius  the  Great  and  otlier  Peraiaa 
kings,  67;  ''Treasury  of  Atrens,"  142;  of 
Hadrian,  458;  of  Tbeodoric,  651;  Street  of 
Tombs,  Pompeii,  697. 

"Tower  of  Babel,"  61, 104. 

Trade.    See  Commerce. 

Trade  routes,  in  Asia,  86,  87  ;  In  Europe.  87, 
89;  voyage  of  Nearchus,  300;  under  tlie 
Early  Empire,  480,  481. 

Tradition,  its  character,  1. 

Tragedy,  Attic,  248-250,  686. 

Tra/Jan,  reign  of,  466, 457;  attitude  of,  toward 
the  Christians,  626, 526 ;  Column  of,  466,  G22, 
636. 

Tra-pe^sua,  271  and  note  1. 

Tras-i-me'nus,  Lake,  battle  at,  368. 

Traveling,  in  classical  antiquity,  350,  468  aud 
note  2, 586. 

Tre'bi-a,  battle  of  the,  367,  368. 

Treb'i-zond.    See  Trapesus. 

Tribunes,  plebeian,  Instituted,  330:  duties 
of,  330,  331,  333;  the  Gracchi  as,  396-401  ; 
tribunlcian  power  of  Augustus,  338, 440. 

Tri-na'cri-a,  131,  note  1. 

Tri^iemes,  199,  note  2,  205,  207. 

Triumph,  Roman,  described,  363,  354:  In- 
stances of,  381,  405,  425, 430,  431,  496,  541. 

Triumvirate,  First,  420 :  Second,  429. 

Troy,  siege  of,  by  the  Greeks,  139, 161, 312 ; 
excavations  on  the  site  of,  140. 

Tu'bal-Caiu,  8. 

Tniaus  Hos-til'i-us.  313. 

Tur-ke-atan^  29,  31. 

Turks,  383,  note  1,  546,  628,  630,  note  1. 

Tus'can  capital,  606. 

Tus^ca-ny,  129. 

Tus'cu-lum,  475. 

Twelve  Tables,  the,  331,  670. 

Tyne  (tin),  the,  467. 

Tyrannies,  Greek,  167 ;  at  Athens,  173-175, 
242. 

Tyre  (tir),  a  Phopnician  city,  60;  besieged  by 
Nebuchadneszar,  60;  commercial  sreatnefls 
of,  88 ;  captured  and  destroyed  by  Alexander, 
273  and  note  2,  358 ;  Carthage  tf  coloqy  of, 
89,357. 

"  Tyrian  purple,"  87,  note  2. 

Tyrrhenian  (tT-rS'nT-dn)  Sea,  119,  129,  131. 
306,309. 

Ul'fi-hM,  apoBtle  of  the  Goths,  538  and  note  2. 

Um'bri-ans,  309. 

Universities,  the  Academy  at  Athens,  255 ; 

the  Alexandrian  Museum,  290 ;  in  the  Bomaxi 

Empire,  490,  571. 
Ur  (Or),  52. 
IT-ri-co'ui-ura,  468. 
Urns,  cinerary,  319,  696. 
U'ti-ca,  425. 

Wlens,  emperor,  504,  540. 

Va-le'ri-an,  emperor,  496,  526i. 

Valerian  law,  330. 

Vau'dals,  first  settle  in  Spabi,  643 ;  found  a 
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kingdom  In  north  Africa,  S43:  become  pi- 
ntcfl,  517  ;  aack  Rome,  547,  548 ;  their  king- 
dom destroyed  by  BelinriUB,  652. 

Var'ro,  370. 

Va'nu,  442,  443. 

YftMS,  Oreek,  614,  616. 

Vat'i-oan  Hill,  G31. 

Yeii  (TS^yl),  siege  and  capture  of,  338,  339, 
360. 

Ve-nVti-a,  a  district  of  northern  Italy,  129. 

Ven'ioe,  129,  546. 

Ve'nus,  405. 

Ver-cel^ln,  battle  of,  404. 

Ver-cin-get'o-rix,  Gallic  national  leader,  422 
and  note  1. 

Ver/gil,  460,  461. 

Verona  (va-rS'nii),  477. 

Ver'res,  his  mlsgovemment  of  Bicily,  418; 
prosecution  of,  by  Cicero,  418. 

Ves-pa'si-an,  reign  of,  452. 

Vespasianus,  Flavius.    See  Vespasian. 

Ves^U,  320, 321,  483;  shrine  of,  321,  637. 

Vee'tal  Vir'gins,  312,  321,  322. 

Ve-sa'Ti-us,  Mount,  130;  eruptions  of,  130, 
453, 454  and  note  1.       '% 

Vi<^n'na.    See  Vindobona. 

Villas,  Roman,  485,  486,  621. 

Vin-do-lx/ns,  459  and  note  2. 

Vir-i-a'thus,  Spanish  national  leader,  377. 

Vit'i.goths,  take  Dacia,  538 ;  accept  Christian- 
ity, 638 ;  allowed  to  cross  the  Danube,  53.) ; 
win  the  battle  of  Adrianople,  540 ;  treated 
as  **  allies"  by  Theodosius,  540;  under  Alaric 
inrade  Greece  and  Italy,  540,  611 ;  capture 
and  pillage  Rome,  541,  .'H2;  found  king- 
doms  in  Gaul  and  Spain,  542,  643  and  note 
1,664. 

Volscians  (rSI'shAus),  337. 

Vul'can.    See  Hephaestus. 

VuVgate,  a  Latin  translation  of  the  Bible, 
102,  note  1. 

Wales,  450. 

Warfare,  Greek,  244 ;  Macedonian,  261,  262 ; 
Roman,  351-353.    See  aho  Army. 
Week,  the,  as  a  division  of  the  lunar  month; 


the  seveurday  week,  20 ;  wigin  of  the  names 
of  the  week  days,  93  and  note  1. 

Weights  and  measures,  18,  19,  315,  note  4. 

Women,  position  of,  in  the  Homeric  Age,  154, 
155;  at  Rome,  317,  572,  673 ;  at  Athens,  571> 
573. 

Workingmen,  condition  of  free,  in  the  Orient, 
80 ;  Oriental  guilds,  82 ;  labor  and  wages  at 
Athens,  229;  at  Rome,  394,  385,  482-485; 
Roman  guilds,  483,  484. 

Writing,  by  pictures,  12,  13 ;  by  symbols  for 
sounds,  13;  Chinese,  13  ;  Japanese  and  Baby- 
lonian, 14;  Cretan,  14,  147,  148;  Egyptian 
hieroglyphics,  15, 71, 72 ;  Phoenician,  16, 16 ; 
teachmff  of,  in  the  Orient,  111 ;  art  of,  little 
used  in  Homeric  Age,  154;  teaching  of,  in  the 
classical  world,  567, 669.    See  aUo  Alphabet. 

Wrox'e-ter.    See  Uric<Miium. 

Xan-thip'pus,  361. 

Xenophon   (iSn't-fdn),  life  and  writings  of, 

252,  271. 
Xerxes  (zfirk'zSz),  prepares  to  invade  Greece, 

200 ;  before  Thermopyltt,  201-203;  captures 

Athens, 203;  at  the  battle  of  Balami8,204-206; 

returns  to  Asia,  206;  negotiates  with  Pauaa- 

nias,  217. 

Tangtse  (ySng'ttS)  River,  29. 
Yoke,  passing  under  the,  341. 
York.    See  Eboracum. 

Za-cynth'us,  island,  127. 

Za'ma,  battle  of,  372. 

Zan'te.  See  Zacynthus. 

Zend,  the  ancient  Persian  language,  96,  note  1. 

Ze^no,  299,  note  2. 

Ze-no^i-a,  queen  of  Palmyra,  496. 

Zero,  the  sign  for,  18. 

Zeus  (sus),  123,  124,  137,  138,  143,  152, 166, 

158,  160,  265,  610,  612,  513,  630. 
Zi'on,  Mount,  65. 
Zodiac,  the,  a  Babylonian  discovery,  107  and 

note  3. 
Zo-ro-as'ter,  founder  of  the  ancient  Persian 

religion,  95. 
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